
 
 
CASE DESCRIPTION 

 
 

111 E Merrill (22-35) 

Hearing date: August 9th, 2022 
 

 
Appeal No. 22-35:  The applicant known as Schechter, located at 111 E Merrill, requests 

the following variance to install a wall-mounted projecting sign.  
 
A.  Chapter 1, Article 1, Table B of the Sign Ordinance requires wall-mounted projecting 

signs to be located at the sign band and no less than 8 feet above grade. The applicant 
has proposed a blade sign 8 feet above grade and 4.66 ft. below the sign band, 
therefore a dimensional variance of 4.66 ft. is being proposed.  

 

Staff Notes: The applicant is proposing a double-sided wall-mounted projecting sign for the subject 
site with a total of 5.28 square feet, at the southeast entrance from Merrill. The sign will display the 
Schechter logo. On July 20th, 2022, the applicant appeared before the Historic District Commission 
for Design Review (see attached minutes). The board voted to approve the proposed projecting 
sign with the conditions that the applicant must submit revised sign plans detailing a projecting sign 
in the sign band, or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals; and, the applicant must 
submit a revised sign plan showing the six-inch separation. The applicant has submitted a revised 
sign plan showing the six-inch separation, which is included in the packet. 

 
 
 

 

Leah Blizinski 
City Planner 
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Design Review Board 
Minutes Of July 20, 2022 

151 Martin Street, City Commission Room 205, Birmingham, MI 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Design Review Board (“DRB”) held Wednesday, July 20, 
2022. Chair John Henke called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.  
 
1)  Rollcall 
 
Present: Chair John Henke; Board Members Keith Deyer, Dustin Kolo, Patricia Lang, Michael 

Willoughby; Alternate Board Member Samantha Cappello; Student Representatives 
Meghan Murray, Charlie Vercellone 

   
Absent: Board Members Natalia Dukas, Julie Rasawehr; Alternate Board Member Kathleen 

Kriel 
 
Administration: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
  Laura Eichenhorn, City Transcriptionist 
 
2)  Approval of the DRB Minutes of May 18, 2022 and July 6, 2022 
 

07-24-22 
 
Motion by Ms. Cappello 
Seconded by Mr. Willoughby to approve the May 18, 2022 minutes as submitted. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Henke, Willoughby, Cappello 
Nays:  None 
 

07-25-22 
 
Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Ms. Lang to approve the July 6, 2022 minutes as submitted. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Henke, Willoughby, Cappello 
Nays:  None 
 
3)  Public Hearing 
 
4)  Design Review 
 
5)  Sign Review 



Design Review Board 
Minutes of July 20, 2022 
 
 
 
6)  Study Session 
 
7)  Miscellaneous Business And Communications 

A. Pre-Application Discussions  
B. Draft Agenda 
C. Staff Reports  

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals  

 
The DRB told PD Dupuis he could proceed with an administrative approval for some facade 
work at 1077 S. Worth Street. 
 

3. Action List 2022 
 
Adjournment 

07-26-22 
 
Motion by Ms. Lang 
Seconded by Ms. Cappello to adjourn the DRB meeting of July 20, 2022 at 7:54 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Henke, Willoughby, Cappello 
Nays:  None 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicholas Dupuis 
Planning Director 

 
 

 
Laura Eichenhorn 
City Transcriptionist 
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