
AGENDA 
BIRMINGHAM DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

Wednesday - December 1, 2021 
BIRMINGHAM CITY HALL, 151 MARTIN ST, COMMISSION ROOM 205, BIRMINGHAM MI * 

***************** 7:15 PM***************** 
 

The highly transmissible COVID-19 Delta variant is spreading throughout the nation at an alarming rate.  As a result, the CDC is recommending that 
vaccinated and unvaccinated personnel wear a facemask indoors while in public if you live or work in a substantial or high transmission area.  Oakland 
County is currently classified as a substantial transmission area.  The City has reinstated mask requirements for all employees while indoors. 
The mask requirement also applies to all board and commission members as well as the public attending public meetings.     
 

1) Roll Call 

2) Approval of the DRB Minutes of November 17, 2021 

3) Public Hearing 

4) Design Review 

A. 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical (POSTPONED) 

5) Sign Review 
6) Study Session 

A. Sign Ordinance Update 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Pre-Application Discussions 

B. Draft Agenda 

1. December 15, 2021 

C. Staff Reports 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals 

3. Action List 2021 

8) Adjournment 

 
*Please note that board meetings will be conducted in person once again.  Members of the public can attend in person at Birmingham 
City Hall, 151 Martin St., or may attend virtually at: 

 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91282479817 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free 
Meeting ID Code: 912 8247 9817 

 
Notice: Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services for effective participation in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the public meeting. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión 
deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión 
pública.  (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 
A PERSON DESIGNATED WITH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS MUST BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/91282479817&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1598889966704000&usg=AOvVaw1t7nGFk16ighSFTyab0fGk
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880


 

Design Review Board 
Minutes Of November 17, 2021 

151 Martin Street, City Commission Room 205, Birmingham, MI 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Design Review Board (“DRB”) held Wednesday, November 
17, 2021. Chair John Henke called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.  
 
1)  Rollcall 
 
Present: Chair John Henke; Board Members Keith Deyer, Natalia Dukas, Dustin Kolo, Julie 

Rasawehr, Michael Willoughby; Student Representatives Charles Cusimano, 
Elizabeth Wiegand 

   
Absent: Board Member Patricia Lang; Alternate Board Members Samantha Cappello, 

Kathleen Kriel 
 
Administration: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
  Laura Eichenhorn, City Transcriptionist 
 

11-106-21 
 

2)  Approval of the DRB Minutes of November 3, 2021 
 
Motion by Ms. Rasawehr 
Seconded by Mr. Willoughby to approve the DRB Minutes of November 3, 2021 as 
submitted. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Kolo, Dukas, Deyer, Rasawehr, Willoughby, Henke,  
Nays:  None 
 

11-107-21 
 
3)  Public Hearing 
 
None. 
 

11-108-21 
 
4)  Design Review 
 

A. 2006 Cole St.  
 
PD Dupuis summarized the item. 
 



Design Review Board 
Minutes of November 17, 2021 
 
 
Kevin Biddison, architect, spoke on behalf of the proposal. He confirmed that the ginkgo biloba 
trees to be planted would be of the non-fruit bearing variety. 
 
Motion by Ms. Dukas 
Seconded by Ms. Rasawehr to approve the Design Review application for 2006 Cole 
St. based on the requirements of Article 7, Section 7.09, with the following conditions:  

1. The Design Review Board approves the non-cutoff light fixtures pursuant to 
Article 4, Section 4.21 (D) of the Zoning Ordinance; and, 
2. The applicant must submit revised plans with a capped masonry screen wall 
with wood gates for the trash enclosure. 

 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Kolo, Dukas, Deyer, Rasawehr, Willoughby, Henke,  
Nays:  None 
 
 

11-109-21 
  

5)  Sign Review 
 
None. 

 
11-110-21 

 
6)  Study Session 
 

A. Sign Ordinance Update 
 
PD Dupuis recommended that the DRB study updating the sign ordinance to make it both more 
inclusive of newer signage issues and more internally consistent.  
 
The DRB concurred. 
 

11-111-21 
 
7)  Miscellaneous Business And Communications 
 
Mr. Deyer informed PD Dupuis that there seemed to be a sound issue with the City Commission 
broadcasts on cable television.  
 
PD Dupuis said he would report the issue. 
 
In reply to Ms. Dukas, PD Dupuis said he would be working with the owners of Henry Electric to 
bring their side wall into compliance with City ordinance. 
 



Design Review Board 
Minutes of November 17, 2021 
 
 

A. Pre-Application Discussions  
B. Draft Agenda 
C. Staff Reports  

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals  
3. Action List 2021 

 
11-112-21 

 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Ms. Rasawehr 
Seconded by Mr. Kolo to adjourn the DRB meeting of November 17, 2021 at 7:29 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Rasawehr, Kolo, Dukas, Willoughby, Deyer, Henke 
Nays:  None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Dupuis 
Planning Director 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   November 3rd, 2021 
 
TO:   Design Review Board 
 
FROM:  Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical – Design Review 
  
 
Zoning:   B2 (General Business) & MU7 (Triangle Overlay) 
Existing Use:   Commercial 
 
Introduction 
The applicant has submitted a Design Review application for paint modifications to an existing 1-
story building in the Tringle District of Birmingham. The subject site is located on the east side of 
Woodward, south of Webster.   
 
On October 20th, 2021, the Design Review Board moved to postpone the Design Review 
requesting some dimensions for clarity purposes. 
 
Building Exterior 
The site/design plans submitted contain proposals for a small area of paint proposed on the 
existing mansard roof. The paint is proposed as “Cheerful Yellow” by Sherman Williams. The 
proposal is to paint the left (north) end of the mansard in the yellow color, curving down from 
the top to the bottom of the mansard to terminate just before the Sun Medical signage. As noted 
in the letter submitted by the applicant, a different version of the yellow paint was denied by the 
Planning Division citing the definition of sign in Article 3, Section 3.02 and Article 1, Section 1.03 
(D) of the Sign Ordinance. The applicant has stated that their intent for the paint is to add color, 
and that it is more of a building design element than a logo or a sign. The yellow painted area 
will extend 6.6 ft. from left to right, and 6.4 ft. from the bottom of the mansard to the top of the 
mansard. 
 
The building is located within the Triangle District Overlay zone, which corresponds with the 
Tringle District Urban Design Plan. The Urban Design Plan states that buildings should be 
designed in a contemporary style with a bold approach using massing, colors, façade treatments 
and the like.  
 
 
 



Signage 
As noted above, the issue at hand is that the Planning Division finds the proposed yellow paint 
design to closely resemble the Sun Medical logo, and thus consider it as a sign. The definition of 
sign is as follows: 

 
“Any object, device, logo, display or structure, or part thereof, which is intended to 
advertise, identify, display, or direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means” 
 

If the yellow paint design is considered a sign, two additional issues present themselves. First, 
Article 1, Section 1.03 states that no sign may be painted directly onto any building surface. 
Second, the applicant has used 61 sq. ft. of the permitted 74 sq. ft. sign area. The inclusion of 
the yellow painted area would likely exceed the permitted combined sign area for the building. 

 
Lighting 
There are no new light fixtures proposed as a part of the Design Review application submitted. 
 
Planning and Zoning 
As the building/site is not changing its use or size, there are no bulk, height or area requirements 
that must be reviewed at this time.  
 
Required Attachments 
 

 Submitted Not Submitted Not Required 
Detailed and Scaled Site Plan ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Interior Floor Plans ☐ ☐ ☒ 
Landscape Plan ☐ ☐ ☒ 
Photometric Plan ☐ ☐ ☒ 
Colored Elevations ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Material Specification Sheets ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Material Samples ☐ ☐ ☒ 
Site & Aerial Photographs ☒ ☐ ☐ 

 
Design Standards 
Article 7, Section 7.09 states that the Design Review Board shall review all documents submitted 
pursuant to this section and shall determine the following: 
 

1. All of the materials required by this section have been submitted for review. 
2. All provisions of this Zoning Ordinance have been complied with. 
3. The appearance, color, texture and materials being used will preserve property values in 

the immediate neighborhood and will not adversely affect any property values. 



4. The appearance of the building exterior will not detract from the general harmony of and 
is compatible with other buildings already existing in the immediate neighborhood. 

5. The appearance of the building exterior will not be garish or otherwise offensive to the 
sense of sight. 

6. The appearance of the building exterior will tend to minimize or prevent discordant and 
unsightly properties in the City. 

7. The total design, including but not limited to colors and materials of all walls, screens, 
towers, openings, windows, lighting and signs, as well as treatment to be utilized in 
concealing any exposed mechanical and electrical equipment, is compatible with the intent 
of the urban design plan or such future modifications of that plan as may be approved by 
the City Commission. 

 
Planning Division Analysis 
Based on the requirements of Article 7, Section 7.09, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Design Review Board DENY the Design Review application for 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical 
– with the following conditions: 
 
The applicant appears to meet many of the Design Review requirements outlined in the above 
ordinance language, including the submittal of all the required documents and the façade 
renovations are not garish or unsightly, are compatible with other buildings in the immediate area 
and the Woodward corridor, and should not adversely affect neighboring property values. 
However, the proposal appears to violate the provisions of the Sign Ordinance. Thus, the 
application does not meet the requirements of Section 7.09. 
 
Sample Motion Language 
Motion to DENY the Design Review application for 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical – for the 
following reasons: 
 

1. The yellow portion of the proposed painting project is considered signage and must meet 
the requirements of the Sign Ordinance. 

 
OR 

 
Motion to APPROVE the Design Review application for 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical – with 
the following conditions: 
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
OR 

 



Motion to POSTPONE the Design Review application for 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical – 
pending receipt of the following: 
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________________________ 
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AGENDA 

BIRMINGHAM DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
Wednesday - December 15, 2021 

BIRMINGHAM CITY HALL, 151 MARTIN ST, COMMISSION ROOM 205, BIRMINGHAM MI * 
***************** 7:15 PM***************** 

 
The highly transmissible COVID-19 Delta variant is spreading throughout the nation at an alarming rate.  As a result, the CDC is recommending that 
vaccinated and unvaccinated personnel wear a facemask indoors while in public if you live or work in a substantial or high transmission area.  Oakland 
County is currently classified as a substantial transmission area.  The City has reinstated mask requirements for all employees while indoors. 
The mask requirement also applies to all board and commission members as well as the public attending public meetings.     
 

1) Roll Call 

2) Approval of the DRB Minutes of December 1, 2021 

3) Public Hearing 

4) Design Review 
A. 34164 Woodward – Sun Medical 

5) Sign Review 

A. 34100 Woodward – Loan X Mortgage 

6) Study Session 

A. Sign Ordinance Update 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Pre-Application Discussions 

B. Draft Agenda 

1. January 5, 2022 
C. Staff Reports 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 

2. Administrative Approvals 

3. Action List 2021 

8) Adjournment 

 
*Please note that board meetings will be conducted in person once again.  Members of the public can attend in person at 
Birmingham City Hall, 151 Martin St., or may attend virtually at: 

 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91282479817 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free 
Meeting ID Code: 912 8247 9817 

 
Notice: Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services for effective participation in this meeting 
should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the public meeting. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión 
deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la 
reunión pública.  (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 
A PERSON DESIGNATED WITH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS MUST BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/91282479817&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1598889966704000&usg=AOvVaw1t7nGFk16ighSFTyab0fGk
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880


Updated 2/25/2021 
 

Design Review Board Action List – 2021 

Design Review Board Quarter  Rank Status 
Wall Art 1st (January-March) 1 ☐ 
Update Sign Ordinance 2nd (April-June) 2 ☐ 
Create New Informational Artwork for Sign Ordinance 3rd (July-September) 3 ☐ 
Sign Ordinance Enforcement 4th (October-December) 4 ☐ 

 

Updates: 

1. Sign Ordinance update in progress. 
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