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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION AGENDA 
AUGUST 25, 2014 


MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M. 


 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


Scott D. Moore, Mayor  
 


II. ROLL CALL 
Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
 


III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION 
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Introduction of Guests: 
 Recognition of guests from Ritto, Japan 


 
Announcements: 


 City Offices will be closed on Monday, September 1st in observance of Labor Day. 
 The Farm to Table Block Party is Saturday, September 6th from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM at 


The Community House. 
 The Farmers Market continues on Sundays in September in Parking Lot #6 beginning at 


9:00 AM. 
 


IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 


A. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of August 11, 2014. 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of August 13, 


2014 in the amount of $2,404,971.78. 
C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of August 20, 


2014 in the amount of $6,398,221.93. 
D. Resolution approving the request submitted by the Birmingham Bloomfield Chai Center 
 to place a Sukkah in Shain Park, October 11 - 12, 2014, with a family event on October 
 12th, contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and 
 payment of all fees and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be 
 deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
E. Resolution approving a request from the Principal Shopping District to place the Santa 
 House in Shain Park from November 27, 2014 to December 24, 2014, contingent upon 
 compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, 
 further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
 administrative staff at the time of the event. 
F. Resolution approving a request from the Principal Shopping District to hold the Winter 
 Markt, in Shain Park and surrounding streets from December 5 - 7, 2014 and allowing 
 the use of a temporary liquor license in Shain Park for this event, contingent upon 
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 compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, 
 further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
 administrative staff at the time of the event. 
G. Resolution approving a request from the Principal Shopping District to hold the Tree 
 Lighting on November 26, 2014, contingent upon compliance with all permit and 
 insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor 
 modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the 
 event. 
H. Resolution approving a request submitted by Our Shepherd Lutheran Church to place a 
 Nativity scene in Shain Park from November 26, 2014 to December 31, 2014, contingent 
 upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees,
 and, further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
 administrative staff at the time of the event.  
I. Resolution authorizing funding for the 2014 dredging work planned as a part of the 
 Quarton Lake Annual Maintenance Dredging Project, 2013-2017, to Restoration 
 Dredging, Inc., of Bloomfield Hills, MI, in the amount of $51,810.50, charged to account 
 number 101-751.0000-935.0000. 
 


V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 


VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Public Hearing of Confirmation for the installation of city sidewalk on the west side of  
 Stanley Avenue, adjacent to 508 W. Lincoln Avenue. 


1. Resolution confirming Special Assessment Roll No. 862, to defray the cost of 
construction of new sidewalks on Stanley Boulevard-Wallace Street to West 
Lincoln Avenue (complete resolution in packet). 


B. Public Hearing to consider a Special Land Use amendment and Final Site Plan revision 
for Triple Nickel Restaurant, 555 South Old Woodward. 
1. Resolution approving the Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Revised Final 


Site Plan for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward. 
       -OR- 


Resolution denying the request for Special Land Use Permit and Revised Final 
Site Plan for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward. 


C. Resolution approving a request from the Judson Center to place a tent on Merrill Street 
 in conjunction with Judson Center Gala on November 8, 2014 and allowing the use of a 
 temporary liquor license for this event, contingent upon compliance with all permit and 
 insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor 
 modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the 
 event. 
D. Resolution approving a request submitted by iMatter for Kids requesting permission to 
 hold a fun run/walk to begin in Booth Park on October 19, 2014, contingent upon 
 compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, 
 further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
 administrative staff at the time of the event. 
E. Resolution setting a public hearing on September 22, 2014, to consider the 
 vacation of Hazel St., from  Woodward Ave. to Elm St., subject to a 50 ft. wide 
 ingress/egress easement for  pedestrians being retained. 
F. Resolution approving the proposed schedule of regular City Commission meetings for 
 2015. 
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VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 


 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 


 
IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 


 
X. REPORTS 


A. Commissioner Reports 
B. Commissioner Comments 
C. Advisory Boards, Committees, Commissions’ Reports and Agendas 
D. Legislation 
E. City Staff 
 1. Museum Award, submitted by Museum Director Pielack 
 2. Holiday Tree Report, submitted by DPS Director Wood 


 
XI. ADJOURN 


 
NOTICE:  Individuals requiring accommodations, such as mobility, visual, hearing, interpreter or other assistance, for 
effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 (voice), or (248) 644-
5115 (TDD) at least one day in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta 
reunión deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día 
antes de la reunión pública. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
AUGUST 11, 2014 


MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M.


I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Scott D. Moore, Mayor, called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 


II. ROLL CALL
ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Moore  


Commissioner Dilgard 
Commissioner Hoff  
Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Nickita  
Commissioner Rinschler  
Mayor Pro Tem Sherman 


Absent,  None 


Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, Clerk Pierce, DPS Director Wood, 
Police Chief Studt, Planning Director Ecker, City Engineer O’Meara 


III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS,
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.


IV. CONSENT AGENDA
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order
of business and considered under the last item of new business.


08-194-14 APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION: Motion by Dilgard, seconded by Rinschler: 
To approve the consent agenda as follows: 
A. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of July 28, 2014. 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of July 30, 2014 


in the amount of $5,053,903.35. 
C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of August 6, 


2014 in the amount of $832,369.04. 
D. Resolution approving the purchase of two (2) new right hand drive 2015 Jeep Wrangler 


Unlimited Sport 4x4’s from Sterling Heights Dodge Chrysler Jeep for a total expenditure 
of $57,210.00. Funds for this purchase are available in the Auto Equipment Fund, 


 account #641.441.006-971.0100. 
E. Resolution approving the purchase of one (1) new 2015 GMC Sierra 2500HD double cab 


4X4 pickup truck and snow plow from Red Holman Pontiac GMC, using Oakland County 
Cooperative bid pricing for a total expenditure of $35,180.00. Funds for this purchase 
are available in the Equipment Rental or Lease Fund, account #101-336.000-941.0000. 


ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas, Commissioner Dilgard 
Commissioner Hoff 


4A
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Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Rinschler 
Mayor Pro Tem Sherman 
Mayor Moore 


Nays,  None 
Absent, None 
Abstentions, None 


V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


VI. NEW BUSINESS
08-195-14  PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY  


INSTALLATION OF SIDEWALK 
508 WEST LINCOLN AVENUE 


Mayor Moore opened the Public Hearing of Necessity for the installation of city sidewalk on the 
west side of Stanley Avenue, adjacent to 508 W. Lincoln Avenue at 7:43 PM. 


City Engineer O’Meara explained that the sidewalk will be installed on the west side of Stanley 
directly north of Lincoln and will complete the missing link for this block.  He noted that the 
privacy fence has been installed by the property owner and does not cause any impediment 
with the City sidewalk.  There have been no objections from the property owner. 


Mayor Pro Tem Sherman questioned the location of the sidewalk in relation to the existing tree. 
Commissioner Nickita questioned whether there is a policy on addressing this type situation 
with diverting around a tree.  Mr. O’Meara explained that there would be a gradual loop around 
the tree.  He explained that this alignment was chosen to avoid the trees and align with the 
ridge in the driveway.  Commissioner Nickita and Mayor Pro Tem Sherman expressed concern 
with the layout of the sidewalk as presented. 


Commissioner Hoff requested a copy of the agreement with the property owner as the fence is 
four inches in the City right-of-way. 


The Commission requested the design of the sidewalk be reconsidered. 


The Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 7:42 PM. 


MOTION:  Motion by Sherman, seconded by Nickita: 
To declare necessity for the installation of City sidewalk on the west side of Stanley Ave., 
adjacent to 508 W. Lincoln Ave.  The Public Hearing of Confirmation will be held on August 25, 
2014, at 7:30 PM:   
To receive the report submitted by the Engineering Dept recommending the installation of City sidewalk on 
the west side of Stanley Ave., adjacent to 508 W. Lincoln Ave. 
WHEREAS The City Commission is of the opinion that construction of t he improvement herein is 


declared a necessity; and 
WHEREAS The Commission has not declared it practicable to cause an estimate of cost thereof and 


complete plans to be made at this time now therefore be it, 
RESOLVED that there be constructed an improvement to be hereinafter known as:  


STANLEY AVE. SIDEWALK
consisting of the construction of a new five foot wide concrete sidewalk, (as well as new 
sodding, driveway repair, etc. for a complete project), be it further 
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RESOLVED, that at such time as the Assessor is directed to prepare the assessment roll, thirty-three 
percent (33%) of the estimated cost be charged against the adjacent property owner, be 
it further 


RESOLVED, that there be a special assessment district created and special assessments levied in 
accordance with benefits against the properties within such assessment district, said 
special assessment district shall be all properties, both public and private, within the 
following district: 
“Smith Addition” 
Lot 2, and the southerly half of the adjacent vacated alley. 


RESOLVED,  that the Commission shall meet on Monday, August 25, 2014, at 7:30 P.M., for the 
purpose of conducting a public hearing to confirm the roll for the Stanley Ave. 
sidewalk installation on the west side of the road, adjacent to 508 W. Lincoln Ave. 


 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 
  Nays, None 
  Absent, None 
 
08-196-14  REMOVAL OF FLOATING LEAF VEGETATION 


QUARTON LAKE  
DPS Director Wood explained that the lily pads have returned to Quarton Lake and a chemical 
treatment is recommended by Hubbell, Roth & Clark (HRC).  She stated that the cost would 
include two treatments options approved by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ).   
 
Walter Alix and Derek Stratelak, from HRC, explained the environmentally safe treatment and 
approved by the EPA and DEQ.  In response to a question from Commissioner McDaniel, Mr. 
Stratelak explained that the chemical is directly applied to the lily pad and goes to the root 
which will kill the entire plant.  The biomass then settles to the bottom.  Mr. Alix confirmed that 
dredging may be needed in a couple years. 
 
Mr. Stratelak confirmed for Commissioner Rinschler that the type of aquatic herbicides used will 
depend on the contractor selected and approved by MDEQ. 
 
Ms. Wood confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that once a timetable has been established, 
notifications will be distributed to the effected residents. 
 
Commissioner Hoff expressed that she is not comfortable with this item.  She suggested funds 
be approved to submit the permit to MDEQ first. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Rinschler, seconded by McDaniel: 
To approve the treatment of Quarton Lake  for all services associated with the removal of 
floating leaf vegetation for a total purchase price not to exceed $15,000 including services for 
the low qualified contractor, MDEQ Permit and Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. Funds for these 
services will come from the General Fund – Parks – Quarton Lake Maintenance account #101-
751.000-935.0300.   
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, 2 (Hoff, Sherman) 
  Absent, None 
 
08-197-14  WOODWARD AVENUE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS PRESENTATION 
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Carmine Palombo, of Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), and Sarah 
Binkowski and Sharmila Makherjee, of Parsons Brinckerhoff, presented a project briefing of the 
Woodward Avenue Rapid Transit Alternatives Analysis.  The presentation included an evaluation 
of the mode, alignment, station locations, cross-sections, and criteria for a bus rapid transit 
system.  It was noted that this is very preliminary as the cost must be evaluated based on 
station location and design, amenities and landscaping, and environmental review.  
 
08-198-14  CLOSED SESSION REQUEST 
   ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE COMMUNICATION 
MOTION: Motion by Sherman, seconded by Nickita: 
To meet in closed session to  discuss an attorney/client privilege communication in accordance 
with Section 8(h) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner Hoff 


Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Rinschler 
Mayor Pro Tem Sherman  
Commissioner Dilgard  
Mayor Moore 


Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
Abstentions, None 


 
VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 


 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 


 
IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 


 
X. REPORTS 


08-199-14  COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
The Commission intends to appoint members to the Advisory Parking Committee, Design 
Review Board, and Historic District Commission on September 8, 2014. 
 
08-200-14  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
City Engineer O’Meara confirmed for Commissioner Dilgard that the work on Lincoln will begin 
next week. 
 
The Commission recessed to closed session at 8:55 PM. 
The Commission reconvened in open session at 9:21 PM. 


 
XI. ADJOURN 


The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:21 PM. 
 
 
 
Laura M. Pierce 
City Clerk 












Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/13/2014


08/25/2014


1,838.0024TH CIRCUIT COURT007543*228973


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228974


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228975


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228976


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228977


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228978


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228979


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228980


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228981


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*228982


348.16AIS CONSTRUCTION CO003431228983


975.00ALLEGRA PRINT & IMAGING005736228984


695.00ALPHA PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICE000161228985


125.00ARTECH PRINTING INC000500228987


74.06AT&T006759*228988


105.00AT&T007216*228989


180.00WEBB BARNES004301*228991


3,205.49BARRETT PAVING MATERIALS INC.000511228992


141.75PAUL BARRETT004426*228993


63.96BATTERIES PLUS003012228994


848.00BCI ADMINISTRATORS INC001103228995


37,804.75BEIER HOWLETT P.C.000517*228996


42.33BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345228997


100.00MARY BILLING000523*228998


26,607.75BIRMINGHAM LAWN MAINTENANCE006683228999


136.00KARA BLAIR007555*229000


140.50LILLIANNA BLAIR007551*229001


77.29BLUE WATER ENGRAVING004998229003


10.50BLUE WATER INDUSTRIAL000542229004


11.19BOLYARD LUMBER004244229005


2,253.00BS&A SOFTWARE, INC006520229006


1,234.60BUSINESS CARD005289*229007


401.89CAROLINE GREENMISC*229010


232.00CHEMCO PRODUCTS INC000603229012


113.05CINTAS CORPORATION000605229013


192.23COACH & MOTOR COMPANY000612229015


151.75ALICE COLE005532*229016


320.66COMCAST006641*229017


136.00THOMAS CONNERY004425*229019


140.50HELEN COOK004011*229020


145.00KATHRYN COOPER007548*229021


1,673.05CYNERGY WIRELESS004386229023


172.50CAROL DAIEN002690*229024
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Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/13/2014


08/25/2014


142.75MARY ANN DAVISON006913*229025


1,803.62DELTA TEMP INC000956229026


11.31DELWOOD SUPPLY000177229027


61.80DETROIT HITCH CO004198229028


145.00PAMELA DEWEESE007554*229030


42.24DORNBOS SIGN & SAFETY INC000565229031


170.00GERALD DREER004302*229033


4,288.74DSS CORPORATION000995229035


140.50DENISE DUFF007027*229036


140.50DORIS DUNN007553*229037


249.00EAGLE LANDSCAPING & SUPPLY007505229038


2,999.00ENABLEPOINT003942229039


935.00ANN GODFREY ENDRES000202*229040


35.00ERADICO SERVICES INC000204229041


247.00ETHNIC ARTWORK005446229042


666.01ETNA SUPPLY001495229043


122.24EZELL SUPPLY CORPORATION000207229044


240.00FAST SIGNS001223229045


172.50LELAND FEISTE000209*229046


140.50CAROLINE FILIPS007549*229048


147.25VALERIE FOERSTER003377*229049


97.75CAROLYN FOLIN004412*229050


97.75ROBERT FOLIN004431*229051


137.70FOUR SEASON RADIATOR SERVICE INC000217229052


147.25VALERIE GABLER007552*229054


22,346.00GAMCO INVESTORS INC002510229055


67.17GARY KNUREK INC007172229056


266.10GASOW VETERINARY000223229057


30.13GAYLORD BROS., INC000592229058


145.00SARAH GEMMELL007545*229059


135.90GREAT LAKES POPCORN CO000245229061


149.50CHESTER GUILMET005800*229062


4,438.00GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531229063


145.00KRISTI HANSEN006900*229065


892.80HARRELL'S LLC006346229066


18,278.78J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261229067


750.00HITS, INC.MISC229069


172.50MARTHA HODGE004307*229071


113.50RACKELINE J. HOFF003436*229072


472.50HOLIDAY INN006779229073


114.12HUIJUN HE007557*229074


260.00HYDRO METER SERVICE, INC.006354229075


57.71THE IDENTITY SOURCE INC.007021229076







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/13/2014


08/25/2014


1,794.55 IPT BY BIDNET006624229077


6,876.47 J.T. EXPRESS, LTD.000344*229078


288.77 JAX KAR WASH002576229079


400.00 JAY'S SEPTIC TANK SERVICE003823229080


147.51 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458229081


97.75 WILLIAM DAVID JOHNSON, JR.006872*229082


102.25 MARGARET JOHNSON007547*229084


140.50 LAURA KEATON004402*229086


147.25 ANDREW KILLIANY007119*229087


225.00 KLM BIKE & FITNESS INC005350229088


680.30 KONICA MINOLTA-ALBIN004904229089


27.00 ANN LARSON005053*229092


145.00 KAREN LINNELL004306*229095


126.00 SALLY LOUTON007544*229096


115.00 MACP001669229097


425.00 MAYVILLE PLMG. CO., RICK003199229098


60.75 PORTIA M. MCDONALD006880*229100


132.75 BARBARA MCINTOSH007064*229101


155.00 MDASA001241229102


145.00 MICHAEL MENTHEN007546*229104


172.50 MARIE A. MEREDITH006449*229105


140.50 MARSHA MEREDITH007550*229106


88,739.34 MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE007519229107


75.00 MICHIGAN PORTABLE TOILETS, INC001423229108


539.50 MIDWESTERN AUDIT SERVICES, INC.007402*229109


114.50 MIDWESTERN AUDIT SERVICES, INC.007402*229110


22.50 LESLIE MIO004515*229111


562.50 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359229115


147.25 NANETTE O'CONNOR007063*229116


1,759,175.79 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*229117


1,223.56 OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC003461229118


549.03 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481229119


78.00 PACIFIC TELEMANAGEMENT SERVICES006625*229122


222.53 PAETEC005794*229123


416.40 PANAYOTA SOFIKITISMISC*229124


117.00 PAT HOYEMISC229126


4,375.00 PIFER GOLF CARS INC001341229127


1,042.77 PLAYWORLD MIDSTATES007146229128


251.88 PORT SUPPLY004672229129


243.75 PROGRESSIVE IRRIGATION, INC006697*229131


2,450.00 R.N.A. JANITORIAL, INC006497229132


24.99 RADIO SHACK000491229133


133.75 ROBERTA RAYMOND005052*229134







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/13/2014


08/25/2014


87.75 OBERIA REESE005870*229135


120.00 DEBBIE REISER006419229136


560.00 GERALD REISER001703229137


8,000.00 RESERVE ACCOUNT005344*229138


154.00 LESTER RICHEY004419*229139


172.50 CYNTHIA ROSE005923*229140


147.25 LINDA ROSE004408*229141


154.00 MARTHA ROUSH-LOGUE005797*229142


48.91 ROYAL OAK P.D.Q. PRINTING INC000218229143


104.98 SAM'S CLUB/GECRB002806*229144


100.00 GRETA SANDERS003677*229145


17.72 MIKE SAVOIE CHEVROLET INC000230229146


20.00 SEAN KEVIN WERDLOWMISC229148


10.38 DEAN SELLERS000233229149


531.08 SHERWIN WILLIAMS COMPANY003483229151


97.75 RUSSELL SMITH005533*229153


57,917.00 SOCRRA000254*229155


195,318.45 SOCWA001097*229156


297.12 SOMERSET BUICK GMC INC000256229157


950.00 STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS007191229158


145.00 MARTHA STENZEL006819*229159


142.75 MARY LEE STOESSEL007121*229160


180.00 ROBERT STOESSEL005895*229161


172.50 MARCIA SWAIN002842*229162


28,068.24 SYMETRA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY004355229163


4,520.00 TRANSPARENT WINDOW CLEANING004692229164


132.75 SHIRLEY TRESH006820*229165


175.00 TROY AUTO GLASS CO INC000278229166


11,919.25 UBS FIN SERVICES, INC005331229168


140.50 DUSTIN VENEGAS006914*229170


150.99 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229171


110.22 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229172


675.32 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229173


220.50 VIGILANTE SECURITY INC000969229174


87.75 GISELA VON STORCH005628*229175


38.84 WILLIAM WALLACE000296*229176


525.00 LAUREN WOOD003890*229179


50.22 XEROX CORPORATION007083229181


142.75 KATHERINE ZACK005630*229182







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/13/2014


08/25/2014


*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.


B. Sharon Ostin
Director of Finance


$2,404,971.78Grand Total:


Sub Total ACH:


All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.


Sub Total Checks: $2,329,267.44


$75,704.34
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8/25/2014


Vendor Name
Transfer 


 Date
Transfer
 Amount


Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 8/12/2014 75,704.34
TOTAL 75,704.34
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Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/20/2014


08/25/2014


500.002M CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC229183


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*229184


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*229185


202.607UP DETROIT006965*229186


500.00AARON BUILDERS INCMISC229187


321.00ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284229188


500.00AERTS, GREGMISC229190


375.70AETNA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LLC007266229191


100.00AGAPE BUILDING & REMODELINGMISC229192


146.33AIRGAS GREAT LAKES003708229194


11,815.00ALL AMERICAN ARENA PRODUCTS LLC007329229195


3,640.00ALL SEASON GUTTERS INC003233229196


100.00AMERICAN STANDARD ROOFINGMISC229198


100.00ANDREW COLLINSMISC229199


1,043.29APPLIED IMAGING007033229201


485.73AT&T006759*229202


8,320.39AUTOMATED BENEFIT SVCS INC004027229203


140.00BALIKO POS, INC.006665229207


7,083.11BARRETT PAVING MATERIALS INC.000511229208


970.65BASCC000513229209


302.03BELL EQUIPMENT COMPANY000518229211


123,973.10VILLAGE OF BEVERLY HILLS002974*229212


261.32BIO SYSTEMS, INC.007540229213


38,969.22CITY OF BIRMINGHAM #200007487*229214


14,518.27CITY OF BIRMINGHAM #203007564*229215


47,513.28CITY OF BIRMINGHAM #204007565*229216


37.45BIRMINGHAM LOCKSMITH000524229218


100.00BLOOMFIELD CONSTRUCTION COMISC229219


388.60BRICKHOUSE SECURITY007556229220


69.10BRIGHT GUY INC.MISC229221


221.58JACQUELYN BRITO006953*229222


5,000.00CHAPMAN, ALEXANDERMISC229228


210.00CHEMCO PRODUCTS INC000603229229


48.74CINTAS CORPORATION000605229230


100.00CLARK BASEMENT WATERPROOFINGMISC229231


42.35COFFEE BREAK SERVICE, INC.004188229232


1,170.00COFINITY004026229233


255.00COLE STREET GROUP L L CMISC229234


300.00COLE STREET PROPERTIES LLCMISC229235


441.94CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*229236


3,782.38CUTWATER INVESTOR SERVICES CORP.006343229237


5,556.00CYNERGY WIRELESS004386229238


900.00DAN LYNCHMISC229240


4C







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/20/2014


08/25/2014


21.48DELWOOD SUPPLY000177*229241


15.00DEN-MANMISC229243


134.10DENTEMAX, LLC006907229244


1,375.67DETROIT MEDIA PARTNERSHIP002886229245


1,011,725.97DI PONIO CONTRACTING INC006077*229246


5,000.00DJL3 LLCMISC229247


5,500.00DONALD R NELSON JRMISC229248


19,701.16DTE ENERGY000179*229249


100.00EDDIE L BATTIER REVOC TRUSTMISC229250


111.76ELDER FORD004671229251


100.00ELLSWORTH CONSTRUCTIONMISC229252


5,875.00ENSEICOM, INC.004367229253


1,341.01ETNA SUPPLY001495229254


121.90FEDEX000936229255


40.50FIRST ADVANTAGE LNS SCREENING007366229256


130.45FIRST CHOICE COFFEE SERV006181229257


600.00G J MATEN BUILDERSMISC229258


1,229.47GORDON FOOD004604229259


340.00GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS004878229260


1,237.03GRAINGER000243229261


2,000.00GREAT LAKES CUSTOM BUILDER LLCMISC229262


900.00GREAT LAKES ROOFING, INCMISC229263


100.00GREAVES INCMISC229264


3,085.00THE GREENWAY COLLABORATIVE INC007145229265


209.03GUARDIAN ALARM000249229267


3,257.00GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531229268


200.00HANSON'S WINDOW & SIDINGMISC229269


15,566.57J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261229270


500.00HEPLER, DARWYN SMISC229271


306.00HIGHEST HONOR007339229272


6,900.00HILLAN HOMES, INCMISC229273


1,060.00HYDRO DESIGNS INC000948229275


95.95INTERSTATE BATTERY SYSTEM000342229276


1,065.00JAY'S SEPTIC TANK SERVICE003823229277


5,000.00JJL LENDER LLCMISC229278


44.16JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458229279


2,188.16JOHN R. SPRING & TIRE CENTER INC.000347229280


105.06JOHNSON HILL LAND ETHICS STUDIO INC003845229281


200.00JONNA CONSTRUCTION CO LLCMISC229282


2,000.00JONNA LUXURY HOMESMISC229283


196.00KGM DISTRIBUTORS INC004088229284


500.00KITTYHAWK CONSTRUCTION CO.MISC229285


225.00KLM BIKE & FITNESS INC005350229286







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/20/2014


08/25/2014


1,789.00 KONE INC004085229287


100.00 KP'S REAL ESTATE & CONTRACTING COMPMISC229288


480.00 KROPF MECHANICAL SERVICE COMPANY005876229289


383.32 LOWER HURON SUPPLY CO003527229291


2,500.00 MALIBU BUILDING INCMISC229292


1,550.00 MARC DUTTON IRRIGATION INC002648229293


200.00 MARK TURNBULLMISC229294


155.00 STATE OF MICHIGAN001677229297


1,400.00 MILLER TRUSTEE, BETHMISC229300


350.00 MMA002671229301


75.00 MPPOA002529229302


900.00 NATHAN BERNARD HOMES INCMISC229303


187.50 NORTH END ELECTRIC003075229304


9,023.76 NOWAK & FRAUS ENGINEERS001864229305


686.50 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359229306


581.25 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370229307


560.23 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481229309


232,586.60 PAMAR ENTERPRISES INC003351*229311


125,264.44 PAVEX CORPORATION007383*229312


449.40 PEPSI COLA001753*229313


1,051.10 PERMALOC CORP.007470229314


500.00 PETERSON, WIAND, BOES, & CO.MISC229315


1,360.00 PGA JR GOLF LEAGUE007563229316


109.26 LAURA M. PIERCE001302*229317


1,968.75 RHODES WELDING CO INC004147229321


840.00 ROCHESTER BIKE SHOP007154229322


186.00 MIKE ROMANOWSKI007562*229324


100.00 ROOFING SOLUTIONS LLCMISC229325


1,665.00 ROYAL OAK P.D.Q. PRINTING INC000218229326


174,244.51 CITY OF ROYAL OAK002556229327


209.00 ROYAL RENT A CAR002712229328


100.00 RUSSO, GINAMISC229329


288.34 RYDER TRANSPORATION SVCS INC001952*229330


200.00 SEBOLD AND KAGE INCMISC229331


88.10 SHRED-IT USA-DETROIT004202229332


400.00 SIGNGRAPHIX INCMISC229333


51.32 SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS INC000260229334


360.00 SUBURBAN/PRESTIGE GLASS001095229335


350.00 TESTING ENGIN & CONSULTANTS INC001614229336


100.00 THOMAS B FAYLORMISC229337


922.50 TITLEIST000276229338


2,500.00 TOWN BUILDING COMPANYMISC229339


300.00 TRI PHASE COMMERCIAL CONST LLCMISC229340







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


08/20/2014


08/25/2014


419,699.47 V.I.L. CONSTRUCTION, INC.004580*229343


78.05 VALLEY CITY LINEN007226229344


90.06 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229346


180.24 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229347


343.86 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*229348


85.00 VIGILANTE SECURITY INC000969229349


1,900.00 VISION HOMESMISC229350


5,169.91 WALKER RESTORATION CONSULTANTS005231229351


300.00 WALLSIDE INCMISC229352


100.00 WILLIAM M HUTCHINS JRMISC229353


500.00 WINNICK HOMES LLCMISC229354


525.00 LAUREN WOOD003890229355


140.00 WRIGHT TOOL COMPANY000926229356


*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.


B. Sharon Ostin
Director of Finance


$6,398,221.93Grand Total:


Sub Total ACH:


All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.


Sub Total Checks: $2,377,335.06


$4,020,886.87







Page 1


8/25/2014


Vendor Name
Transfer 


 Date
Transfer
 Amount


Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 8/14/2014 71,324.52
Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 8/19/2014 86,211.92
Birmingham Schools 8/14/2014 1,554,940.65
Oakland County Treasurer 8/14/2014 2,308,409.78


TOTAL 4,020,886.87
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ACH Warrant List Dated 8/20/2014
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 15, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Sukkah


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Birmingham Bloomfield Chai Center 
requesting permission to place a Sukkah in Shain Park, October 11 – 12, 2014, with a family 
event on October 12th.   


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  The Farmers Market is also scheduled on October 12th in Lot 6 on North Old 
Woodward. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the request submitted by the Birmingham Bloomfield Chai Center to place a Sukkah 
in Shain Park, October 11-12, 2014, with a family event on October 12th, contingent upon 
compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further 
pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at 
the time of the event.   
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8/13/14 - Rabbi Cohen has 
confirmed that there will not be a 
trackless train for the event.















 


 


  
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by  8/15/14  DATE OF EVENT: 10/12/14   
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB   $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper  Tent Permit  


Cost of permit 
to be paid with 
permit 
application.  


 


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or canopy.  
Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be flame 
resistant with certificate on site. 


3. No open flame or devices emitting 
flame, fire or heat in any tents.  
Cooking devices shall not be 
permitted within 20 feet of the tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be properly 
anchored for the weather conditions, 
no stakes allowed. 
 


5. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be matted to 
prevent trip hazards. 


None $0  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NANE Sukkah in Shain Park 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010112  COMMISSION HEARING DATE 08/25/14 







 


 


6. Exits must be clearly marked in 
tents/structures with an occupant 
load over 50 people. 


7. Paramedics will respond from the fire 
station as needed. Dial 911 for 
fire/rescue/medical emergencies. 


8. A permit is required for Fire hydrant 
usage. 


9. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or fire 
sprinkler connections on buildings. 


10. Provide protective barriers between 
hot surfaces and the public.


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
MHC None  $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
CF   $0  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 


Pending 
Approval 


    


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT 
*Contingent upon meeting the insurance 
requirements.  Insurance must be submitted 
at least two weeks prior to the event. 


 $0  


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP   $165 (pd) 


 


 
 
 


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$0 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Santa House


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Principal Shopping District requesting 
permission to place the Santa House in Shain Park from November 27 to December 24, 2014. 


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  The Nativity scene, Menorah display, Tree Lighting, and Winter Markt will 
also be held in Shain Park in December, however there is no conflict with the location of the 
Santa House and the other events. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request from the Principal Shopping District to place the Santa House in Shain 
Park from November 27 to December 24, 2014, contingent upon compliance with all permit and 
insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor 
modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by 8/11/14  DATE OF EVENT:11/26-12/24/14   
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB   $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper No building department involvement  none $0  


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or canopy.  
Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be flame 
resistant with certificate on site. 


3. No open flame or devices emitting 
flame, fire or heat in any tents.  
Cooking devices shall not be permitted 
within 20 feet of the tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be properly 
anchored for the weather conditions, no 
stakes allowed. 


5. Pre-event site inspection required. 
6. An approved 5lbs. multi-purpose (ABC) 


fire extinguisher shall be on site and 
accessible. 


7. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be matted to 


None $35 
Inspections  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME SANTA HOUSE 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010164  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: 8/25/14  







 


 


prevent trip hazards. 
8. Paramedics will respond from the fire 


station as needed. Dial 911 for 
fire/rescue/medical emergencies. 


9. A permit is required for Fire hydrant 
usage. 


10. Provide protective barriers between hot 
surfaces and the public.


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK On duty personnel to give event extra 


patrol.  $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
Carrie Laird Department will assist with event.  $4,500  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC 


Approved.  Maintain 5’ clear pedestrian 
pathways on sidewalks, and do not 
damage pavements with supports. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT ok  $0  


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP 


Notification letters mailed on July 25th.  
Notification addresses on file in the 
Clerk’s Office.   


 $165 
 


 
 
 


   
Sign Permit ($100) 
Contact Community 


Development 
  


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$4,700.00 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 13, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Winter Markt


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Principal Shopping District requesting 
permission to hold the Winter Markt, in Shain Park and surrounding streets from December 5 - 
7, 2014.  As in past years, German beer and wine will be available in a fenced area in Shain 
Park.  Once again, the Children’s Leukemia Foundation and Plum Market will provide the wine 
and must obtain a temporary liquor license obtained through the State of Michigan.  


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  The Nativity scene will be on display during this event, however the location 
does not conflict with the Winter Markt event area. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request from the Principal Shopping District to hold the Winter Markt, in Shain 
Park and surrounding streets from December 5 - 7, 2014 and to allow the use of a temporary 
liquor license in Shain Park for this event, contingent upon compliance with all permit and 
insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor 
modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by 8/11/14  DATE OF EVENT:12/5-7/14   
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained 
directly from individual 


departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 


event. License will not 
be issued if unpaid.) 


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the 
event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB   $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper 1. All tents and canopies to be secured 


with weights.  


1. All tents over 200 
sq. ft. require a 
permit. 


2. 2. All canopies 
over 400 sq. ft. 
require a permit.  


3. Mechanical permit 
required for all 
heating 
equipment.  


1. 4 hours of 
overtime 
inspection cost  
$255.80 
 


2. Costs of permits 
per fee schedule. 


 


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or canopy.  
Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be 
flame resistant with certificate on 
site. 


3. No open flame or devices emitting 
flame, fire or heat in any tents.  
Cooking devices shall not be 
permitted within 20 feet of the 


Hydrant Permit  
(if Required) 
$107.75 


Inspections 
$70 


Hydrant Permit 
$107.75 


 
 


Total 
$177.75 


 


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME WINTER MARKT 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010163  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: 8/25/14  







 


 


tents. 
4. Tents and Canopies must be 


properly anchored for the weather 
conditions, no stakes allowed. 


5. Clear Fire Department access of 12 
foot aisles must be maintained, no 
tents, canopies or other obstructions 
in the middle of the road unless 
approved by the Fire Marshal. 


6. Pre-event site inspection required. 
7. A prescheduled inspection is 


required for food vendors through 
the Bldg. dept. prior to opening. 


8. All food vendors are required to 
have an approved 5lbs. multi-
purpose (ABC) fire extinguisher on 
site and accessible. 


9. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be matted to 
prevent trip hazards. 


10. Exits must be clearly marked in 
tents/structures with an occupant 
load over 50 people. 


11. Paramedics will respond from the 
fire station as needed. Dial 911 for 
fire/rescue/medical emergencies. 


12. A permit is required for Fire hydrant 
usage. 


13. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or fire 
sprinkler connections on buildings. 


14. Provide protective barriers between 
hot surfaces and the public. 


15. All cooking hood systems that 
capture grease laden vapors must 
have an approved suppression 
system and a K fire extinguisher in 
addition to the ABC Extinguisher. 
 







 


 


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK 


Temporary liquor license required from 
LCC with City Commission and Chief of 
Police approval. Placement of signs 
indicating alcoholic beverages must 
remain within closed area where 
beverages are being served. Must have 
personnel to monitor entrance/exit areas 
to ensure no alcoholic beverages are 
removed from closed areas. 
Barricades/Road closures. On duty 
personnel to give event extra patrol. 


 $100.00  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
Carrie Laird 


COSTS INCLUDE: BARRICADE 
PLACEMENT AND REMOVAL, 
SIGN/BANNER PLACEMENT AND 
REMOVAL, SET UP AND CLEAN UP 
COSTS. 
 


 $4,000  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC 


Maintain 5’ clear pedestrian pathways on 
sidewalk.  No damage to pavements 
allowed for tents, shelters, barricades, 
etc. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT ok  $0  


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP 


Notification letters to be mailed on July 
28th.   Notification addresses on file in 
the Clerk’s Office.   
 


Applications for 
vendors license must 
be submitted no later 
than November 21st. 


$165 
 


 
 
 


   
Sign Permit  ($100) 
Contact Community 


Development. 
  


    


TOTAL DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED 


 
$4,698.55 


ACTUAL 
COST 


 
 
 












1 


MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Tree Lighting


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Principal Shopping District requesting 
permission to hold the Tree Lighting on Wednesday, November 26, 2014. 


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request from the Principal Shopping District to hold the Tree Lighting on 
November 26, 2014, contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements 
and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed 
necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by 8/11/14  DATE OF EVENT:11/26/14   
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB   $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper No building department involvement  none $0  


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or 
canopy.  Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be 
flame resistant with certificate on 
site. 


3. No open flame or devices 
emitting flame, fire or heat in any 
tents.  Cooking devices shall not 
be permitted within 20 feet of the 
tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be 
properly anchored for the 
weather conditions, no stakes 
allowed. 


5. Clear Fire Department access of 


None $0  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME TREE LIGHTING 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010165  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: 8/25/14  







 


 


12 foot aisles must be 
maintained, no tents, canopies or 
other obstructions in the middle 
of the road unless approved by 
the Fire Marshal. 


6. Pre-event site inspection 
required. 


7. A prescheduled inspection is 
required for food vendors 
through the Bldg. dept. prior to 
opening. 


8. An approved 5lbs. multi-purpose 
(ABC) fire extinguisher shall be 
on site and accessible. 


9. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be 
matted to prevent trip hazards. 


10. Paramedics and fire personnel 
will respond from the fire station 
as needed. Dial 911 for 
fire/rescue/medical emergencies. 


 
 


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK On duty personnel to give event extra 


patrol.  $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
Carrie Laird Department will assist with event.  $400  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC 


Approved. Maintain 5’ clear pedestrian 
route on sidewalks, and no damage to 
pavements allowed. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT ok  $0  







 


 


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP 


Notification letters mailed by applicant 
on July 25th.  Notification addresses on 
file in the Clerk’s Office.   


 $165 
 


 
 
 


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$565.00 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 


 
 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Rev. 8/14/14 
h:\shared\special events\- general information\approval page.doc 


FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 
Actual Cost     
 
Due/Refund    
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 13, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Nativity Scene 


Attached is a special event application submitted by Our Shepherd Lutheran Church requesting 
permission to place a Nativity scene in Shain Park from November 26, 2014 to December 31, 
2014.  


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  The Menorah display, Tree Lighting, Santa House and Winter Markt will also 
be held in Shain Park in December, however there is no conflict with the location of the Nativity 
scene and the other events. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by Our Shepherd Lutheran Church to place a Nativity scene in 
Shain Park from November 26, 2014 to December 31, 2014, contingent upon compliance with 
all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any 
minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the 
event.  
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by  8/11/14  DATE OF EVENT: 11/26/14 
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB   $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper No building department involvement  none $0  


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger No Fire department Involment None $0  


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK On duty personnel to give event/area 


extra patrol.  $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
Carrie Laird 


NO STAKES DRIVEN INTO THE GROUND OF 
ANY TYPE TO HOLD DOWN NATIVITY 
SCENE. 
2). DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE NEEDS 
TO MEET WITH ORGANIZATION 
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE PLACEMENT OF 
THE NATIVITY SCENE, TO AVOID DAMAGE 
TO PROPERTY, ELECTRICAL, ETC. 


 $0  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME CHRISTMAS NATIVITY DISPLAY 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010162  COMMISSION HEARING DATE 8/25/14 







 


 


ADDITIONAL COST COULD OCCUR IF THE 
GRASS IS DAMAGED BY THE PLYWOOD 
BEING PLACED FOR THE NATIVITY SCENE. 


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC No comments.  $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT   -  


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP   $165 (pd) 


 


 
 
 


   


Sign Permit Required 
($100)  


Contact Community 
Development. 


  


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$0 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 


 
 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 
Actual Cost     
 
Due/Refund    
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MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 


SUBJECT: Quarton Lake Dredging Project 
Contract #12-12(M) 
2014 Plan 


In 2012, the City constructed the permanent drying bed area for routine Quarton Lake dredging 
efforts.  The drying bed is located on the north side of Oak St., between Lakepark Dr. and the 
Rouge River.  Also that year, the Engineering Dept. bid out a 5 year annual maintenance 
contract to have a manageable amount (about 500 cu.yds.) of material dredged each year for a 
five year period, for an annual cost of about $55,000 (with increases available for inflation).  


In 2013, the first round of dredging was conducted.  We were very pleased with the results; 
particularly the lack of disruption the effort caused on the park and its surrounding residents. 
The northernmost part of the lake was dredged.  It is the area of the lake that the river first 
meets, and where sedimentation will always be most prevalent.  By conducting the work in 
August and September, the drying bed worked efficiently, and the small amount of materials 
were hauled out in about two work days in September of last year.  Since then, the drying bed 
area has been seeded and been dormant. 


Earlier this summer, we requested Hubbell, Roth, & Clark (HRC) to conduct a survey of the lake 
bottom to determine what the current status of the north end of the lake is.  While 
sedimentation is starting again on the north end, the amount that could be removed in this area 
presently is minimal.  Sedimentation also exists directly downstream (south) of the area that 
was dredged last year (the area primarily to the west of the fishing pier).  As a result, it is 
recommended that the work begin where it was stopped last year, and work south in the area 
of the pier until 500 cu. yds. is again retrieved.   


Our annual maintenance contractor, Restoration Dredging, is prepared to start work 
immediately on the 2014 program.  They have arranged for a dredge to be shipped to the lake 
and begin work immediately upon authorization by the City Commission.  The value of this 
year’s work is estimated at $51,810.50, and will be charged to account number 101-751.0000-
935.0000. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION 


To authorize funding for the 2014 dredging work planned as a part of the Quarton Lake Annual 
Maintenance Dredging Project, 2013-2017, to Restoration Dredging, Inc., of Bloomfield Hills, 
MI, in the amount of $51,810.50, charged to account number 101-751.0000-935.0000. 
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OWNER: CONTRACTOR:
City of Birmingham Restoration Dredging
151 Martin Street 837 Foxhall Road
P.O. Box 3001 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
Birmingham, MI 48012


Work Order No. 1 - 2014 Date:


No. Item
Estimated 
Quantities Unit Price


Work Order 
Amount


1. Mobilization 1 LS 2,654.00$       2,654.00$          
2. Annual Color Audiovideo Route 0 LS 1,799.00$       -$                  
3. Traffic Maintenance and Control 1 LS 2,194.00$       2,194.00$          
4. Street Sweeping 1 LS 634.00$          634.00$             
5. Silt Fence 180 LF 1.35$              243.00$             
6. Snow Fence (As Needed) 150 LF 0.36$              54.00$               
7. Geotextile Catch Basin Inserts 2 EA 123.00$          246.00$             
8. Floating Turbidity Curtain 200 LF 0.27$              54.00$               
9. Runoff Control Structure 1 LS 585.00$          585.00$             
10. Geotextile Filter Bags 1 LS 5,641.00$       5,641.00$          
11. Area 1 Sediment Removal 500 CY 9.96$              4,980.00$          
12. Area 2 Sediment Removal, Additional Costs 1 LS 1,585.00$       1,585.00$          
13. Area 2 Additional Distances From Pier (500 ft Inc) 0 EA 1,585.00$       -$                  
14. Area 3 Sediment Removal, Additional Costs 0 LS -$                -$                  
15. Sediment Disposal - Landfill 250 CY 46.71$            11,677.50$        
16. Staging Area Preparation 1 LS 18,520.00$     18,520.00$        
17. Site Restoration 1 LS 2,743.00$       2,743.00$          


WORK ORDER TOTAL 51,810.50$        


Recommended by:_____________________________ Date:
(Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc.)


Accepted by:_________________________________ Date:
(CONTRACTOR)


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM
WORK ORDER NO. 1


AUTHORIZATION FOR CONTRACT WORK


August 15, 2014


August 15, 2014


HRC Job No. 20140368







MEMORANDUM 
 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
DATE:   October 8, 2012 
 
TO:   Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
 
FROM:  Brendan Cousino, Assistant City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:  Quarton Lake Annual Maintenance Dredging Project,  2013-2017 


Contract #12-12(M) 
   Contract Award 
 
 
On September 17, 2012, the Engineering Department opened bids on the above referenced 
project. Attached are the bid results. 
 
Two companies submitted a bid for this project.  The low bidder was Restoration Dredging, Inc. 
of Bloomfield Hills, MI, with their bid of $55,194.50.  Restoration Dredging was hired by the City 
on the 2002 Quarton Lake dredging project, as well as a private streambank restoration project 
within the City in 2010.  We are confident that they are qualified to perform satisfactorily on 
this contract.  The engineer’s estimate for this project was $60,000. The second bidder on the 
project was Inland Lakes Landscaping of Pontiac, MI with a bid of $59,768.00. 
 
Contract #12-12(M) represents the second part of a two part process to begin an annual 
dredging routine for Quarton Lake.  In August the City awarded a contract to D & E 
Landscaping and Grading to construct a drying bed area located on the north side of Oak St., 
between Lakepark Dr. and the river. A copy of the staff report on that project is attached, along 
with a drawing of the drying bed area for your reference. Construction work on the drying bed 
has started, and it is expected to be completed by the end of October. The drying bed will be 
accessed by a concrete drive from Oak St.  This area will also be screened by extending an 
existing split rail fence along the Oak St. frontage, and supplementing existing trees with 
several new evergreens.  The drying bed area will be used by the dredging contractor to place 
the dredged sediment from the lake in geotextile tubes, allow them to dry, and then load the 
sediment onto trucks and haul offsite for disposal. 
 
Assuming this contract is awarded, our proposed timetable is as follows: 
 


1. October, 2012 – Finish construction work on the drying bed area, allowing the grass to 
begin to be established prior to winter weather.  Install all fencing and landscaping as 
planned. 


2. Spring, 2013 – The new drying bed area will be maintained as it is today, as public park 
land. 


3. July or August, 2013 – The dredging contractor would arrive on site, install plastic 
sheeting over the reinforced grass pavers, setting up two 30 foot by 60 foot 
sedimentation bags.  A small dredge would be operated on the river and the mouth of 
the lake, removing an estimated 500 cubic yards of material (as needed). 
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4. August and September, 2013 – The sediment bags would dry in the hot, summer 
weather in a relatively short time. 


5. September or October, 2013 – The dredging contractor would begin removing the 
sediment.  An excavator would be set up at the west edge of the reinforced grass area, 
and trucks would be backed up into the loading area, using the new concrete driveway.  
Once all material is hauled away, the contractor would remove any remaining debris, 
and install a newly seeded lawn in the damaged area, allowing it to be at least partially 
stabilized again prior to winter. 


 
The above dredging process will repeat itself each year for the next four years with annual 
approval by the City Commission.  
 
The bid price for this work is for one year only, and the money for the subsequent years’ 
dredging will be requested in the City’s budget on an annual basis.  Each year the amount of 
the contract will need to be approved by the City Commission before the dredging work 
commences. The contract on this project will allow the City to decide to not proceed with the 
dredging work in any of the following years (2014-2017) without additional costs. The contract 
does allow for an adjustment in the unit prices for the following years (2014-2017) based on 
the rate of inflation.  The unit prices for geotextile dewatering bags and hauling the sediment 
away may be adjusted annually based on the actual cost of the bags from suppliers, and by a 
portion of the gasoline price as reported by AAA Michigan, since both of those work items are 
dependent upon potentially volatile oil prices.  
 
The Engineering Dept. recommends the award of the Quarton Lake Annual Maintenance 
Dredging Project, 2013-2017, Contract #12-12(M), to Restoration Dredging, Inc., of Bloomfield 
Hills, MI, at a cost of $55,194.50.  Funds for this work are budgeted under parks maintenance 
for the current fiscal year. 
 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To award Contract #12-12(M), Quarton Lake Annual Maintenance Dredging Project, 2013-2017, 
to Restoration Dredging, Inc., of Bloomfield Hills, MI, in the amount of $55,194.50, charged to 
account number 101-751.0000-935.0000. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 







Company Name
Addendum 


No. 1
5% Bid 
Security Bid


RESTORATION DREDGING, INC X X $55,194.50 *


INLAND LAKES LANDSCAPING X X $59,768.00


* Note: Math Error Corrected by Engineering Dept.


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM


QUARTON LAKE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE DREDGING PROJECT
CONTRACT #12‐12(M)


BID SUMMARY


September 17, 2012 ‐ 2:00 PM
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY 


PUBLIC HEARING OF CONFIRMATION 


Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, August 11, 2014, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin,  
Birmingham, MI  


Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF CONFIRMATION FOR 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, August 25, 2014, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin, 
Birmingham, MI  


Location: west side of Stanley Ave, adjacent to 508 
West Lincoln 


Nature of Improvement: Installation of new sidewalk on the west 
side of Stanley Ave, adjacent to 508 W. 
Lincoln Ave. 


City Staff Contact: Paul O’Meara 248.530.1836 
pomeara@bhamgov.org 


Notice Requirements: Mail to affected property owners 
Publish July 20 & 27, 2014 


Approved minutes may be reviewed at: City Clerk’s Office 


You or your agent may appear at the hearings to express your views; however, if you fail to protest 
either in person or by letter received on or before the date of the hearing, you cannot appeal the 
amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  Mail any correspondence to:  City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 3001, Birmingham, MI 48012. 


The property owner may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the State Tax Tribunal 
within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll if that special assessment was 
protested at the hearing held for the purpose of confirming the roll. 


All special assessments, including installment payments, shall, from the date of the confirmation 
thereof, constitute a lien on the respective lots or parcels assessed, and until paid shall be 
charged against the respective owners of the lots or parcels assessed. 
Persons  with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at  248.530.1880 (voice) or 248.644.5115 (TDD) at least one day in 


advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Finance Department 


DATE: August 15, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Janet M. Laing MAAO (3), Billing Manager 


SUBJECT: Resolution for Confirming S.A.D. #862- Stanley Boulevard 
Sidewalk-Wallace Street to West Lincoln Avenue 


For purposes of installation of new sidewalks that would specially benefit properties on the west 
side of Stanley Boulevard-Wallace Street to West Lincoln Avenue, it is requested that the City 
Commission adopt the following resolution confirming S.A.D. No. 862 at the regular City 
Commission meeting of August 25, 2014. Comments during the hearing of confirmation are 
limited to those questions specifically addressing the assessment roll pursuant to Section 94-9 
of the City Code. The hearing declaring the necessity of the Special Assessment District was 
held at the City Commission meeting of August 11th, 2014. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To confirm Special Assessment Roll No. 862, to defray the cost of construction of new sidewalks 
on Stanley Boulevard-Wallace Street to West Lincoln Avenue: 


WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll, designated Roll No. 862, has been heretofore prepared by 
the Billing Manager for collection, and 


WHEREAS, notice was given pursuant to Section 94-7 of the City Code, to each owner or party-
in-interest of property to be assessed, and 


WHEREAS, the Commission has deemed it practicable to cause payment of the cost thereof to 
be made at a date closer to the time of construction and 


Commission Resolution 08-195-14 provided it would meet this 25th day of August, 2014 for the 
sole purpose of reviewing the assessment roll, and 


WHEREAS, at said hearing held this August 25th, 2014, all those property owners or their 
representatives present have been given an opportunity to be heard specifically concerning 
costs appearing in said special assessment roll as determined in Section 94-9 of the Code of the 
City of Birmingham, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Special Assessment Roll No. 862 be in all things 
ratified and confirmed, and that the City Clerk be and is hereby instructed to endorse said roll, 
showing the date of confirmation thereof, and to certify said assessment roll to the City 
Treasurer for collection at or near the time of construction of the improvement.  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that special assessments shall be payable in full without interest or 
penalties within the sixty (60) day billing period, or in ten (10) payments as provided in Section 
94-10 of the Code of the City of Birmingham, with an annual interest rate of  four and a quarter 
percent  (4.25%) on all unpaid installments. 


SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT ROLL #862 
Stanley Boulevard Sidewalk-Wallace Street to West Lincoln Avenue 


SIDWELL # ADDRESS 
ESTIMATED 


COST 
19-36-158-016 508  W. Lincoln  Avenue $1,900 
TOTAL $1,900 
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MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 


SUBJECT: Proposed Sidewalk Extension 
508 W. Lincoln Ave. 


At the meeting of August 11, 2014, the City Commission declared the construction of a public 
sidewalk on the west side of Stanley Ave. north of Lincoln Ave. a necessity, thereby authorizing 
the project.  At the meeting, the Commission requested two pieces of information be provided 
for review at the hearing of confirmation: 


1. A copy of the detailed plan showing the alignment and grade of the new subject
sidewalk.


The new sidewalk has been designed as directed by the Commission.  It will be built primarily 
at the standard one foot off the property line, with a short deviation around the existing tree 
that is located close to the right-of-way line.  The existing drive approach will also be removed 
and replaced from the back of the sidewalk line, out to its present terminus, as it would be 
difficult to complete this work and not cause any damage to the existing, older pavement.  The 
sidewalk alignment will also taper toward the property line as it meets Lincoln Ave. in order to 
give some additional space to construct the adjacent handicap ramp.  


2. A copy of the agreement and special treatment license prepared relative to the
neighbor’s new fence encroaching upon the right-of-way.


As was mentioned previously, due to a unique set of circumstances, the new fence installed in 
this area encroaches into the right-of-way by four inches.  The agreement, as approved by the 
City Attorney’s office, stipulates in writing that the endorsement of this fence by the City in no 
way implies that the ownership of this property will change now or in the future. 







8/14/14


DATE DRAWN


PT 1 of 1I1471"=20'


SCALE JOB No. SHEET


NF prepared for:


ENGINEERS
NOWAK & FRAUS ENGINEERS


46777 Woodward Ave.


Pontiac, MI 48342-5032


Tel. (248) 332-7931


Fax.  (248) 332-8257


Engineering Department
151 Martin Street
Birmingham, MI 48012


City of Birmingham


City Sidewalk at #508 Stanley Boulevard
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 


SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 


Meeting Date, Time, Location: Monday, August 25, 2014, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin 
Birmingham, MI 


Location of Request: Triple Nickel (formerly Crush) 
555 South Old Woodward 


Nature of Hearing: To consider an amendment to the Special 
Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan to 
allow the change of name to Triple Nickel 
and to amend the external design of the 
building. 


City Staff Contact: Jana Ecker 248.530.1841 
jecker@bhamgov.org 


Notice Requirements: Mailed to all property owners and 
occupants within 300 feet of subject 
address.   
Publish August 10, 2014 


Approved minutes may be reviewed at: City Clerk’s Office 


Persons wishing to express their views may do so in person at the hearing or in writing 
addressed to City Clerk, City of Birmingham, 151 Martin, Birmingham, MI 48009.   
Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this 


meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at 248.530.1880 (voice) or 248.644.5115 
(TDD) at least one day in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.
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MEMORANDUM 
Community Development 


DATE: August 13, 2014 


TO: Joe Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 


Re: Public Hearing to consider a Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
and Revised Final Site Plan for Triple Nickel Restaurant at 555 S. 
Old Woodward 


The City Commission set a public hearing date for August 25, 2014 to consider an 
application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) and Final Site Plan Review for Triple 
Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward.  The property is currently zoned B-3, Office-
Residential, and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District. B-3 zone lists restaurant as a 
commercial permitted use requiring a Special Land Use Permit.   


On May 10, 2010, the City Commission adopted ordinance amendments to Chapter 10, 
Alcoholic Liquors, and Chapter 126, Zoning, to permit the use of Economic Development 
Licenses in certain areas within the City. The second application for an Economic 
Development License was approved for Crush restaurant, at the above-captioned 
address in 2013.   


Article 6, Section 6.02, Continuance of Non-Conformity, requires all existing restaurants 
serving alcoholic beverages for on premises consumption to obtain a SLUP upon change 
in the ownership or name of establishment, or upon application for site plan review. 
The current owner, Crush, LLC is now seeking to change the name of the business to 
Triple Nickel, and to amend the exterior design of the building.  In addition, the owner 
is seeking to extend the date of opening of the restaurant to April 30, 2015.  The 
existing contract with the City requires the restaurant to be open by October 31, 2014. 


On July 9, 2014, the applicant obtained a recommendation of approval from the 
Planning Board on July 9, 2014 on the Revised Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment for a name change for the restaurant, signage and design changes, 
and now seeks to obtain approval from the City Commission for the Revised Final Site 
Plan and Special Land Use Permit Amendment. In addition, the applicant is also 
requesting approval to extend the time from to open the previously approved 
restaurant from October 31, 2014 to April 30, 2015. 
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Please find attached a draft SLUP Resolution, as well as the staff report and relevant 
meeting minutes for your review. 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 
To approve the Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Revised Final Site Plan for 
Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward 
 
 OR 
 
To deny the request for Special Land Use Permit and Revised Final Site Plan for Triple 
Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward. 
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TRIPLE NICKEL (formerly CRUSH) 


555 S. OLD WOODWARD 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 


2014 
 
WHEREAS, The New 555 Commercial LLC filed an application pursuant to Article 7, 


section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food 
and drink establishment in the B-3 zone district in accordance Article 2, 
Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;   


 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit Amendment is sought is 


located on S. Old Woodward 
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-3, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham 


Overlay District, which permits the operation of food and drink 
establishments serving alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use 
Permit; 


 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use 


Permit to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City 
Commission, after receiving recommendations on the site plan and design 
from the Planning Board for the proposed Special Land Use; 


 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit 


Amendment and Revised Final Site Plan for 555 S. Old Woodward;  
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on July 9, 2014 reviewed the application for a Special 


Land Use Permit, Final Site Plan and recommended approval of the 
application with the following conditions:  
 
1)  The Planning Board designates the Bowers elevation as the principal 
building frontage for signage purposes;  
2)  Applicant provides specification sheets for the external lighting fixtures 
and the illuminated mechanical screen on the roof as well as samples of 
all materials proposed; 
3)  Applicant replace EFIS with the materials presented on July 9, 2014; 
4)  Applicant replace sliding windows on the building frontage consistent  
with the comments made on July 9, 2014  of their intent; 
5)  Applicant execute a revised contract with the City of Birmingham 
outlining the nature of the proposed operation of Triple Nickel and 
approving the use of the existing Economic Development Liquor License 
under the new name Triple Nickel and extending the time frame to open 
the restaurant; 
6)  Applicant meets Fire Dept. requirements. 
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WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 


recommended by the Planning Board;  
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed The New 555 Commercial 


LLC’s Special Land Use Permit Amendment application and the standards for 
such review as set forth in Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of 
the City Code;  


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the 


standards imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the 
conditions below, and that The New 555 Commercial LLC’s application for a 
Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Revised Final Site Plan at 555 S. 
Old Woodward is hereby approved; 


 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure 


continued compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, 
safety, and welfare, this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the 
following conditions: 


 
1)  The Bowers elevation is deemed as the principal building frontage for 
signage purposes;  
2)  Applicant provides specification sheets for the external lighting fixtures 
and the illuminated mechanical screen on the roof as well as samples of 
all materials proposed; 
3)  Applicant replace EFIS with the materials presented on July 9, 2014; 
4)  Applicant replace sliding windows on the building frontage consistent  
with the comments made on July 9, 2014  of their intent; 
5)  Applicant execute a revised contract with the City of Birmingham 
outlining the nature of the proposed operation of Triple Nickel and 
approving the use of the existing Economic Development Liquor License 
under the new name Triple Nickel and extending the time frame to open 
the restaurant; 
6)  Applicant meets Fire Dept. requirements;  
7) The New 555 Commercial LLC shall abide by all provisions of the 
Birmingham City Code;  and 
8)  The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest. 


 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall 


result in termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, The New 555 


Commercial LLC and its heirs, successors, and assigns shall be bound by all 
ordinances of the City of Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of 
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this permit, and as they may be subsequently amended. Failure of The New 
555 Commercial LLC to comply with all the ordinances of the City may 
result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit.  


 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that The New 555 Commercial LLC is recommended 


for the operation of a food and drink establishment serving alcoholic 
beverages on premises, subject to final inspection. 


 
I, Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on August 25, 2014. 
 
 
 
________________________         
Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 
 


Community Development 
 
DATE:  July 02, 2014 
 
TO:   Planning Board 
 
FROM:  Shalaka Puranik, City Planner 
 
Re: Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Revised Final Site Plan for 


former Crush Restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward to allow the change 
of name to Triple Nickel, and to amend the external design of the 
building  


 
 
On May 10, 2010, the City Commission adopted ordinance amendments to Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, and Chapter 126, Zoning, to permit the use of Economic Development Licenses in 
certain areas within the City. 
 
The second application for an Economic Development License was approved for Crush 
restaurant, at the above-captioned address in 2013.  Crush restaurant is now seeking to change 
the name of the business to Triple Nickel, and to amend the exterior design of the building.  
The applicant also requests approval to extend the opening date from October 31, 
2014 to April 30, 2015.  No changes are proposed to the interior layout of the restaurant, 
the interior ambiance or the proposed food offerings.   
 
Accordingly, the applicant will be required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board 
on the Revised Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit, and then obtain approval from the 
City Commission for the Revised Final Site Plan, Special Land Use Permit Amendment.  
 
1.0 Land Use and Zoning  
 


1.1  Existing Land Use –The building is currently being used for commercial, 
residential and office purposes. Land uses surrounding are retail, residential and 
commercial. 


 
1.2  Existing Zoning – The property is currently zoned B-3, Office-Residential, and D-4 


in the Downtown Overlay District. The existing use and surrounding uses appear 
to conform to the permitted uses of each Zoning District. 


 
1.3  Summary of Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes existing land 


use and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject site. 
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North 


 
South 


 
East  


 
West 
 


 
Existing 
Land Use 


 
555 Building 
(Commercial) 


 
555 Building 
(Residential) 


 


 
Retail and 
Commercial 


 
Commercial  
 


 
Existing 
Zoning 
District 


 
B-3,Office-
Residential 
 


 
B-3,Office-
Residential 
 


 
B-2, 
General Business 


 
B-2B, General 
Business  
 


 
Downtown 
Overlay 
Zoning  
District 


 
D-4 
 


 
D-4 


 
D-4 


 
N/A 


 
   All proposed uses within the building are permitted in the Downtown Birmingham 


Overlay District.  The site is within the Red Line Retail District, and thus retail 
uses must be provided on the first floor along S. Old Woodward Avenue.  The 
applicant was previously approved for a restaurant use on the first floor, which 
falls under the definition of retail in Article 9, section 9.02 of the Zoning 
Ordinance.   


 
 At this time, the applicant is requesting approval of a SLUP Amendment and 


Revised Final Site Plan to allow exterior changes to the first floor of the building 
and a name change for the Economic Development Liquor License previously 
approved for Crush, to a new restaurant doing business as Triple Nickel. Chapter 
126, Article 3, section 3.04(C)(11) Building Use, states that: 
 


Establishments operating with a liquor license obtained under Chapter 10, 
Alcoholic Liquors, Article II, Division 3, Licenses for Economic Development, 
are permitted with a valid Special Land Use Permit only on those parcels on 
Woodward Avenue identified in Map 3.1. 


 
The proposed location for the use of the Economic Development Liquor License 
at 555 S. Old Woodward is one of the parcels on Woodward Avenue identified in 
Map 3.1 (see attached).  Should the name change be approved the 
applicant will have to execute a revised contract with the City. If 
approved by the City Commission, the proposed expansion of the time 
frame to open must also be included in the revised contract. 
 


2.0  Screening and Landscaping 
 


3.1 Screening – No changes are proposed at this time.  All dumpsters and on-site 
parking will remain within the building. The applicant is proposing an internally 
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illuminated mechanical screen above the roof which was not included in the 
previous approval. 


 
3.2 Landscaping – The applicant is not proposing any change to the existing 


landscaping so it will remain as approved.  
 
3.0 Parking, Loading, Access, and Circulation  
 


4.1 Parking – As the subject site is located within the Parking Assessment District, 
the applicant is not required to provide on-site parking. No changes are proposed 
to the parking. 


 
4.2 Loading – No changes are proposed at this time. 
 
4.3 Vehicular Access & Circulation - Vehicular access to the building will not be 


altered.   
 
4.4    Pedestrian Access & Circulation – At this time, the applicant is not proposing any 


change that would affect pedestrian access and circulation. 
 
4.5  Streetscape – The applicant is not proposing any change to the approved 


streetscape. 
 


4.0 Lighting  
 


The applicant is proposing to remove wall mounted up/down lights and add wall 
mounted flagpoles. Also, the applicant is proposing 16 sign lights with no specific details 
about the illumination levels. On the 555 Residential driveway (south elevation) the 
applicant proposes champagne metal valances in niches with down lights but with no 
details for the illumination levels. The applicant is required to provide 
specification sheets for all fixtures and a photometric plan to determine 
compliance with the lighting standards.  No details have been provided for 
the proposed mechanical screen to be illuminated from within. 


  
5.0 Departmental Reports 
 


6.1 Engineering Division – No concerns were reported by the Engineering Division.   
 


6.2 Department of Public Services – No concerns were reported from DPS. 
 


6.3 Fire Department – The fire Department has the following suggestions for the 
plan: 


                                     1. A Knox Box is required as per F-506.1 
                                                2. The FDC must be moved to the street front F-903.3.7 


 
6.4 Police Department - No concerns were reported from the Police Dept. The 


applicant intends to seek approval to valet park customer’s cars.  All 
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valet applications are reviewed by the Police Department as per the 
City Code. 


 
6.5 Building Division –No concerns reported from the Building Dept. 


6.0 Design Review  
  
 The applicant is proposing the following changes to the external façade: 
 


1. Change Limestone to Roman brick 
2. Change portion of limestone to EFIS along 555 Residential Driveway. However, no 


EFIS is permitted in the Downtown Overlay District. 
3. Remove dark granite panels and replace with Roman brick 
4. Change dark bronze window sash to champagne bronze 
5. Change dark bronze wall panel to nickel metal finish 
6. Change dark bronze roof overhang to champagne bronze with stained wood on the 


underside 
7. Remove canvas valence at roof 
8. Modify heights of proposed awnings and material selection, and add additional 


awnings 
 
As per Article 3.04 (Specific Standards)  
First floor awnings may encroach upon the frontage line and public sidewalk but 
must avoid street trees; provide at least 8 feet of clearance above the sidewalk; and 
be set back a minimum of 2 feet from the road curb 
As per Article 3.04 (Architectural Standards) 
Facades may be supplemented by awnings, which shall be straight sheds without 
side flaps not cubed or curved. Awnings shall be between 8 – 12 feet above sidewalk 
grade at the lower drip edge. The proposed awnings meet the required 
standards. 
 


9. Add ground concrete sill wall at operable sliding windows on the main level. As per 
the Downtown Overlay Zoning District, no sliding windows are allowed on 
the frontage lines. 


10. Change dark bronze aluminum mechanical screen on roof to back lit illuminated 
panels. However, no lighting information or specification sheets have been 
provided at this time. 


11. Eliminate small windows at second floor on the west 
 
As per article 3.04 (Architectural Standards) The proposed design meets the criteria in 
terms of compatibility with the surrounding area.  


  
As the building terminates as a view, as designated on the regulating plan, it is required 
to provide distinct and prominent architectural features of enhanced character and 
visibility, which reflect the importance of the building’s location and create a positive 
visual landmark.  The changes proposed to the building will continue to maintain a 
distinct and prominent façade for Triple Nickel restaurant so long as the issues noted 
above are corrected.   
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Signage Standards: 
 
The applicant is also proposing new signage for Triple Nickel to be located on the 
Woodward, Bowers and S. Old Woodward elevations in the location of the previously 
approved Crush signage.  Overlay Zoning District Regulations were used to develop the 
building, and as a result, the signage regulations from the Overlay District Sign 
Standards were used to review the signage. In accordance with The City of Birmingham, 
Article 3, Section 3.04, F, 4, of the Zoning Ordinance, Downtown Birmingham Overlay 
District, Signage Standards: The sign must fit within the total sign area allowed for the 
business.  The Birmingham Sign Ordinance allows 1 square foot of signage per linear 
foot of store front.  The street frontage of the building is 33.75’ allowing 33.75 sq. ft. of 
signage.  The applicant is proposes four (4) name letter signs and four (4) projecting 
signs for a total of 45.933 sq. ft. located around the building as indicated by the 
following chart. 
 
 


Proposed 
Signage 


 
North 


 
South 


 
East  


 
West 
 


 
TRIPLE NICKEL 
(Name letter) 


 
2 


 
0 


 
1 


 
3 (on 3 sides 
of canopy) 
 


PROJECTING 
SIGNS 
 


 
2 


 
0 


 
1 


 
1 


 
 


The Name letter signs (TRIPLE NICKEL) consist of backlit letters measuring 4’ 2.5” (L) 
and 6” (H) located 13’ above graded floor and proposed on the north, east and west 
side elevations. The letters are pierced in “nickel” metal panels held off of the wall with 
ivory acrylic backer. Each sign will measure 2.10 sq. ft for a total of 12.6 sq. ft. for all six 
(6). 
 
The four (4) projecting wall signs are proposed to be 2’-6” (L) 1’-8” (H) and 6.5” wide 
and consist of a metal sign box with printed nickel images on both sides, and are 
proposed on the north, east and west side elevations to be illuminated with external 
lamps. Each projecting sign is proposed to measure 4.166 per side or 8.333 per sign.  
The total sq. ft. for all four projecting signs is 33.333.  As per Sign Ordinance article 
1.05 (I) there has to be minimum 6 inch separation between the projecting sign and 
wall face and may not project more than 30 inches beyond property line. The sign 
meets the above criteria. 
 
The applicant exceeds the total allowable signage permitted on the building.  
However, the Birmingham Sign Ordinance allows the Planning Board to 
designate an alternative frontage as the principle building frontage (PBF) for 
signage purposes.  If the Planning Board were to designate the Bowers 
elevation as the PBF then the applicant would be permitted 110.25.  If the 
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Planning Board does not feel that it is appropriate to designate Bowers as the 
PBF then the applicant will be required to reduce the overall building signage 
by 15.183. 
 
The maximum height permitted is 24 inches and the applicant proposes 6 inch letters so 
that meets the criteria. The name letter signs that project more than 3 inches from the 
building façade shall not be attached to the outer wall at a height of less than 8 feet 
above a public sidewalk or at a height of less than 15 feet above public driveways, alleys 
and thoroughfares. However the applicant has not mentioned the amount of projection 
beyond the wall. The proposal meet this criteria. 


 
Illumination: 
The applicant proposes to back light the Name letter signs with LED’s.  The projecting 
signs are proposed to be illuminated with external lights, but no details have been 
provided so far. 
 
The applicant is required to submit specification sheets for all external 
lighting fixtures and samples of all exterior building materials. 
 


7.0 Downtown Birmingham 2016 Overlay District 
 


The site is located within the D-4 zone of the DB 2016 Regulating Plan, within the 
Downtown Birmingham Overlay District.  The D-4 zone encourages mixed use, and multi 
story buildings. Restaurant use on the first floor is permitted under the definition of 
retail contained in Article 9, section 9.02, Definitions, in the Zoning Ordinance. 


 
8.0 Approval Criteria for Final Site Plan 
 


In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed plans 
for development must meet the following conditions: 


 
(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that 


there is adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and access to 
the persons occupying the structure. 


 
(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that 


there will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to adjacent lands 
and buildings. 


 
(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that 


they will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property not diminish 
the value thereof. 


 
(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be such as 


to not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
 


(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings in the 
neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this chapter. 
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(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to 


provide adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building and 
the surrounding neighborhood. 


 
9.0 Approval Criteria for Special Land Use Permits 
 


Article 07, section 7.34 of the Zoning Ordinance specifies the procedures and approval 
criteria for Special Land Use Permits. Use approval, site plan approval, and design 
review are the responsibilities of the City Commission. This section reads, in part: 
 


Prior to its consideration of a special land use application (SLUP) for an initial 
permit or an amendment to a permit, the City Commission shall refer the 
site plan and the design to the Planning Board for its review and 
recommendation. After receiving the recommendation, the City 
Commission shall review the site plan and design of the buildings and 
uses proposed for the site described in the application of amendment.  


 
The City Commission’s approval of any special land use application or 
amendment pursuant to this section shall constitute approval of the site plan and 
design.  


 
10.0 Suggested Action 
 


Based on a review of the elevations submitted, the Planning Division recommends that 
the Planning Board RECOMMEND APPROVAL to the City Commission of the applicant’s 
request for Revised Final Site Plan and a SLUP Amendment to permit the use of an 
Economic Development License for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward with 
the following conditions: 


 
(1) The Planning Board designates the Bowers elevation as the principle building 


frontage or the applicant reduces the overall building signage by 15.183 sq. ft.; 
(2) Applicant provide specification sheets for the external lighting fixtures and the 


illuminated mechanical screen on the roof as well as samples of all materials 
proposed; 


(3) Applicant replace EFIS with another acceptable material; 
(4) Applicant replace remove sliding windows from the building frontage;  and 
(5) Applicant execute a revised contract with the City of Birmingham outlining the 


nature of the proposed operation of Triple Nickel and approving the use of the 
existing Economic Development liquor license under the new name Triple Nickel 
and extending the time frame to open the restaurant. 
 


12.0 Sample Motion Language 
 


Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that 
the Planning Board RECOMMEND APPROVAL to the City Commission of the applicant’s 
request for Revised Final Site Plan and a SLUP Amendment to permit the use of an 
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Economic Development License for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward with 
the following conditions: 
 
(1) The Planning Board designates the Bowers elevation as the principle building 


frontage or the applicant reduces the overall building signage by 15.183 sq. ft.; 
(2) Applicant provide specification sheets for the external lighting fixtures and the 


illuminated mechanical screen on the roof as well as samples of all materials 
proposed; 


(3) Applicant replace EFIS with another acceptable material; 
(4) Applicant replace remove sliding windows from the building frontage;  and 
(5) Applicant execute a revised contract with the City of Birmingham outlining the 


nature of the proposed operation of Triple Nickel and approving the use of the 
existing Economic Development liquor license under the new name Triple Nickel 
and extending the time frame to open the restaurant. 


 
OR 
Motion to recommend DENIAL of the Revised Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment to 
the City Commission for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward for the 
following reasons: 
 
1. ________________________________________________________ 
2. ________________________________________________________ 
3. ________________________________________________________ 
4. ________________________________________________________ 
5. ________________________________________________________ 
 


 OR 
 
 Motion to recommend POSTPONEMENT of the Revised Final Site Plan and SLUP 


Amendment to the City Commission for Triple Nickel restaurant at 555 S. Old 
Woodward, with the following conditions: 
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Planning Board Minutes 
January 23, 2014 


 
01-15-13 


 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT (“SLUP”) APPLICATION 
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Request for Economic Development License for Crush 
 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Request for Revised Final Site Plan in conjunction with Economic Development 
License SLUP application 
 
AND/OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE: 
 
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Request for Revised Final Site Plan in conjunction with Bistro License SLUP 
application previously reviewed on December 12, 2012  
 
Economic Development License SLUP application 
 
Final Site Plan Review 
Mr. Baka summarized the review. The subject site is located at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave., 
between Haynes and Bowers St. The parcel is zoned B-3, Office-Residential and D-4 in the 
Downtown Overlay District. The property is also in the Red Line Retail District. The applicant, a 
new restaurant by the name of Crush, is seeking approval of an Economic Development License 
under Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the City Code. Chapter 10 requires that the applicant 
obtain a SLUP and approval from the City Commission to operate an establishment with an 
Economic Development License within the City of Birmingham. Accordingly, the applicant is 
required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on both the 
Preliminary and Final Site Plans and SLUP, and then obtain approval from the City 
Commission for the Final Site Plan, SLUP, and for the operation of an Economic 
Development License.  
 
The proposed restaurant will be located in a new structure on Bowers directly beneath a portion 
of the existing 555 Building. The applicant received Preliminary Site Plan review approval for the 
construction of a new restaurant along with a recommendation for approval of the SLUP on 
December 12, 2012 with several conditions.  However, it should be noted that the Preliminary 
Site Plan review was performed under the Bistro License guidelines. While this does not affect 
the majority of the site plan review, Economic Development licenses are not restricted in 
regards to the number of seats that are permitted. Therefore, the concern expressed at that 
meeting that the vinyl enclosure proposed on the terrace would violate the spirit of the 
ordinance may not apply here. Accordingly, the enclosure was not eliminated from these plans. 
 
The total parking requirement is 418 spaces.  Three hundred sixty-three spaces are  provided in 
the parking deck, along with 36 on-street spots which will require approval from the City 
Commission.  The applicant indicates they intend to re-stripe the parking structure in order to 
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gain an additional 28 spaces, for a total of 427.  The applicant indicates there are thirty 
additional spaces located under the ramp but they are not shown on the plans. If new plans 
indicate those spaces are there and they get permission from the City Commission for their on-
street parking, then there would be enough spaces to meet the parking requirement.  The 
applicant must provide plans indicating that the new striping pattern and additional 
spaces will comply with the Zoning Ordinance prior to appearing before the City 
Commission or obtain a variance for 24 parking spaces from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  Also the applicant must terminate the lease with Fred Lavery in order to make the 
spaces in the parking deck available for use.  Also, 555 Residential has submitted a letter giving 
the applicant permission to use the parking deck. 
 
Design Review 
The applicant is proposing to construct a new building in the area under the 
existing parking deck on Bowers where there is currently an outdoor concrete 
plaza with metal sculptures. While it is planned within the building envelope of 
the existing structure, the proposed bistro will be a distinct building with its own 
roof structure. The materials used on the building will be primarily a smooth limestone and clear 
glass with a course of dark granite around the base. Decorative wall sconces and planters are 
proposed on all sides.  
 
The applicant is proposing outdoor seating along the west side of the building in 
the public right-of-way. The outdoor café area is proposed to be enclosed with 
planters. The café area is proposed to contain 28 seats and will encompass an area 
approximately 35 ft. x 12 ft. and includes an existing street tree. The café area as 
proposed does maintain the required 5 ft. pedestrian pathway adjacent to the 
building. 
 
The applicant is also proposing outdoor dining on both of the upper level terraces 
of the building on private property. The western terrace is proposed to contain 
48 seats. The eastern terrace is proposed to contain six four top tables and 
lounge seating for an additional six people for a total of 32 seats. The total 
combined number of seats on the upper terraces is proposed to be 80. 
 
Each terrace is also proposed to have an outdoor fireplace. The applicant has also indicated that 
vinyl enclosures are proposed for both of the upper terraces. The 
applicant received Preliminary Site Plan approval with the condition that no vinyl 
enclosures be used. However, as stated above, the seating capacity for an 
Economic Development license is not limited as with a Bistro. 
 
In total the applicant is proposing 30.4 sq. ft. of signage.  This complies with the Sign 
Ordinance which permits a total of 33.7 sq. ft. of signage, based on the linear frontage of the 
building. 
 
Mr. Williams observed this is akin to a lot split within the confines of Woodward Ave.  It creates 
a new designated area to be assessed.  This is an issue that he thinks needs to be addressed by 
the City Commission.   
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Mr. Rick Rattner, Attorney, 380 N. Old Woodward Ave., spoke to represent Crush.  With him 
were his co-counsel, Ms. Kelly Allen; Mr. Jack Reinhart, one of the owners; Ms. Michelle Russo 
and Mr. Mark Blanke, owners and operators of Crush; Mr. Ron Rea, Interior Designer; and Mr. 
Michael Yeager, Architect.  Mr. Rattner went through the 19 conditions for economic 
development called out by Mr. Baka.  He noted Crush meets or exceeds each of them. 
 
Mr. Ron Rea, Ron & Roman Architects, responded to a question from the chairman about 
whether the number of restrooms is sufficient.  If the applicant receives an Economic 
Development License, the plan will have to be altered to add two more bathrooms.  The dining 
decks will be open for seasonal use from April 1 through November 15.  If in the future they 
want to enclose the decks they would seek approval for a glass system that can be opened 
when the weather permits. 
 
Chairman Boyle opened up discussion to members of the public at 9:37 p.m. 
 
Mr. Salverio Bitonti, 709 Ann St., said this development will be an asset to the whole area.  He 
doesn’t foresee any problems with parking. 
 
Ms. Lynn Groth spoke to represent the property across the street that contains CVS.  The 
proposed development is great, but there is a parking problem in this area.  The 555 Building 
has lots of parking but they charge for it and that is why people don’t want to use their parking.  
Mr. Rattner said that parking won’t be free, however it will be validated.  Ms. Groth encouraged 
them to offer free parking to their patrons as incentive for them to use the structure. 
 
Mr. Joe Murphy, 751 Ann St., fully supported the proposal and said the food will be great 
because the operators have been doing food for 50 years.   
.  
Mr. Baka noted the Planning  Dept. received an e-mail in full support of the project from 
Tiffany’s Florist. 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Mr. Williams to recommend approval of the applicant’s request for 
Final Site Plan and SLUP to the City Commission to permit an Economic 
Development License for Crush at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave. with the following 
conditions: 


1) The applicant provide a signed copy of the contract with the City; 
2) Obtain an outdoor dining license; 
3) Applicant submit an economic impact statement to the Planning Dept. for 


review prior to appearing before the City Commission; 
4) Applicant obtain approval of the City Commission to include the 36 on-


street parking spaces into the required parking; 
5) Applicant provide documentation terminating the parking agreement with 


Fred Lavery in order to make those spaces available for the parking 
requirement; 


6) Applicant provide documentation granting permission from the 555 
Residential LLC and/or 555 Commercial LLC to use the available parking;  
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7) Applicant provide floor plans for all levels of the parking deck to allow 
verification of proposed re-striping and submit for Administrative 
Approval; 


8) Applicant install signage indicating that exiting the residential drive 
directly onto Woodward Ave. is prohibited; 


9) Applicant indicate the intended kitchen hours will be from 11 a.m. to 12 
midnight; 


10) The location of a grease trap at the corner of Woodward Ave. and Bowers 
is eliminated from that location; the applicant provide details regarding 
the trash disposal for the operation and that an acceptable location for the 
grease trap be identified with screening details; 


11) Applicant submit revised plans that indicate whether umbrellas are 
proposed for the street level outdoor dining area; 


12) Applicant correct the landscape plan on page 25 to reflect the proper 
location of the planters; 


13) Applicant provide specification sheets for the proposed outdoor dining 
tables; 


14) The trash receptacle on the street level must be located within the 
outdoor dining area as required; 


15) The applicant indicate which planters will remain out year-round and how 
those planters will be treated once the annuals are no longer in bloom; 


16) The applicant identifies the planting on the edge of the west terrace; 
17) Applicant reconstruct all streetscape elements in accordance with current 


standards as recommended by the Engineering Dept.; 
18) The Planning Board approves these non cut-off fixtures as permitted by 


Article 04 section 4.21 LY-01 (D);  
19) The applicant verify that all four signs are the same size and whether the 


signs on the north and south elevation  are backlit; 
20) The applicant add a Knox Box and make other changes required by the 


Fire Dept.; 
21) Upper decks may only be used on or between April 1 to November 15; 
22) Add a rail by the outdoor dining area on the first floor subject to the 


approval of the Planning Dept.; 
23) Place disabled parking close to the second-floor entrance subject to the 


approval of the Planning Dept.; 
Ms. Whipple-Boyce added: 


24) No clear zip-down windows as indicated on the plan; 
25) All health and sanitary facilities must meet Michigan Code; and 
26) Seventy percent clear glazing from 1 ft. to 8 ft. above grade on all facades 


that front a street (the north, east and west), subject to Planning Dept. 
approval.   


 
There was no further discussion from the public at 9:50 p.m. 
  
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Williams, Boyle, Clein, Koseck, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 
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Nays:  None 
Absent:  None 
 
Bistro License application 
 
Final Site Plan Review 
Mr. Baka summarized the review. The main difference between the Economic Development 
application and this is the terrace.  Almost all references to the vinyl enclosures on the roof 
have been eliminated.  Also, seating on the eastern terrace has been eliminated along with the 
canopy and it is basically a rooftop garden. The western terrace will contain 48 seats, plus 28 at 
grade and 65 inside, for at total of 141 seats.  
 
Mr. Rattner summarized the conditions that are not similar to the Economic Development 
application:   


- Eliminate reference to the vinyl enclosures; 
- Eliminate the note requesting flexibility of seating capacity; and 
- Authorization to open up the deck to seat those people who can be easily 


accommodated. 
He went on to explain that Crush, LLC owns the property and they are leasing it to the 
operating company, Crush Bistro, LLC. 
 
Mr. Ron Rea explained even without seating the east terrace it is an iconic visual that may be 
utilized by the residents.  He clarified that screening on the S. Old Woodward Ave. side will be 
an awning overhead, a glass rail, and a PVC shade for sun and wind. 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Mr. Williams to recommend approval of the applicant’s request for 
Final Site Plan to the City Commission to permit a Bistro License for Crush Bistro at 
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. with all of the previous motion’s conditions plus addition 
of the following:   
 The second-floor east area may not be used by patrons of the bistro and 


changes in the rooftop garden are subject to administrative approval. 
 
Mr. Clein did not think it is appropriate to recommend approval of two different site plan 
packages for the same property.   


 
Motion carried, 5-2. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Williams, Boyle, Koseck, Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  Clein, Lazar 
Absent:  None 
 
Motion by Ms. Whipple-Boyce 
Seconded by Mr. Clein to recommend to the City Commission acceptance of the 
applicant’s request for an Economic Development License over a Bistro License for 
Crush at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave.  
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Ms. Whipple-Boyce explained she is not uncomfortable with the amount of activity this will 
promote.  Ms. Lazar thought Crush could be extremely effective as a commanding anchor to the 
southern end of town and it should be encouraged to realize its full potential which obviously it 
can’t do as a bistro. Therefore, she fully supports the idea of an Economic Development 
License.  Mr. Williams concurred with those comments. Further, he thought utilization of the 
upper deck during the summer months is a positive. Mr. DeWeese said that an Economic 
Development License will encourage the applicant to expand into a destination restaurant above 
and beyond what they could ever do as a bistro. Chairman Boyle was confident this area has 
the ability to handle the capacity. Mr. Koseck disagreed with the prior comments.  He did not 
want to lose the engagement with life at the street level. 
 
It was noted that the capacity for Crush is 171 seats and as a bistro it is 141. 
  
Motion carried, 6-1. 
  
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  Whipple-Boyce, Clein, Boyle, DeWeese, Lazar, Williams 
Nays:  Koseck 
Absent: None 
 
The board took a brief recess at 10:35 p.m. 
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Planning Board Minutes 
September 25, 2013 


 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT (“SLUP”) AMENDMENT 
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Crush 
Design and site plan changes to previously approved restaurant 
 
Site Plan Review 
Mr. Baka noted the subject site is located at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave., between Haynes and 
Bowers St. The parcel is zoned B-3, Office-Residential and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay 
District. The property is also in the Red Line Retail District. The applicant, Manorwood 
Properties LLC, is seeking approval of an amendment to their Economic Development License 
for Crush Restaurant, which was approved by the City Commission on February 25, 2013 under 
Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the City Code. The applicant is requesting several changes to 
the approved Final Site Plan and SLUP, including enclosing the eastern second story deck with 
windows, re-aligning the driveway leading to the rear of the building in accordance with MDOT 
revisions, and minor modifications to the footprint of the building. The proposed changes will 
result in an increase in the interior square footage and seats. Based on the plans submitted, the 
new layout would provide 99 seats inside the lower level, 11 seats at the bar, and 69 seats in 
the upper level terraces, with 6 seats at the bar. The additional square footage requires that the 
parking requirement be recalculated.  
 
Mr. Baka advised that the applicant also wishes to change the name of the applicant, property 
owner and to change the status of the property from a “unit” to a “Lot”. The applicant has 
submitted a lot split request that will be considered by the City Commission at the same 
meeting as the SLUP Amendment.  
 
With respect to parking, the building still has 98 additional spaces available after their current 
parking requirement is met.  Chairman Boyle said this is a multi-use building that includes 
residential and during the day a proportion of the residents will drive their cars to work, freeing 
up space that could be used for the lunch patrons at Crush. 
 
Design Review 
The applicant was approved to construct a new building in the area under the existing parking 
deck where there is currently an outdoor concrete plaza with metal sculptures. The materials 
approved for use on the building are primarily a smooth limestone and clear glass windows and 
a course of dark granite around the base. Decorative wall sconces and planters were approved 
for all sides. The applicant is proposing two significant changes at this time. First, they are 
proposing to enclose the eastern terrace. Second, they are expanding the footprint of the 
building along the north elevation by eliminating one of the previously approved planting beds.  
 
Mr. Koseck commented that the kitchen area never seems to change in size but the patron area 
keeps growing.  Ms. Ecker responded there are not specified standards for restaurants like 
there are for bistros.  Nothing dictates the number of seats they can have at the bar or the size 
of their kitchen, or if they even have a kitchen, other than the level of control that the City has 
through the SLUP process.  The chairman observed that the other thing that never seems to 
change is the State’s requirements for restrooms. 
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Rick Rattner, Attorney, 380 N. Old Woodward Ave., represented the applicant.  He answered 
questions that board members had put forth: 
 The difference between a lot and a unit 


The counsel representing 555 decided it would be easier to split it off and have cross 
easements. The function of these structures will operate the exact same as if it were a unit.   
 The shared parking issue 


Shared parking is desired because they don’t want seas of asphalt and a lot of parking not 
used.  In this case when the residents are gone the restaurant is open for lunch.  The 
agreement with Fred Lavery for 40 spaces is a month-to-month arrangement and may be 
terminated. 
 Location of the dumpster 


Will be moved to a location in back of the 555 Building and enclosed. 
 Deliveries 


Will go back in that same place. 
 The kitchen 


The kitchen is large and designed by a great restaurateur to service this number of patrons.  
The restaurant is 3,500 sq. ft. and about 1,000 sq. ft. is the kitchen. 
 
Cory Campbell, Architect, C-Arc Design Group, 283 E. Frank St., described the structural 
element at the top of the second-floor terrace and the operable glass units that provide 
protection from the wind.  By keeping the parapet low with the glass at the top, there will be a 
nice visual looking out and patrons will be seen from the street. 
 
There was no public present to comment at 10:05 p.m. 
 
Board members agreed that although they comply with State regulations, the restroom facilities 
are very limited for that amount of customers. 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Mr. Williams that the Planning Board recommends approval of the 
applicant’s request for Revised Final Site Plan approval and SLUP Amendment to the 
City Commission for Crush Restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave. with the 
following conditions: 


1) The applicant provide a signed copy of the contract with the City; 
2) Obtain an Outdoor Dining License; 
3) Applicant complies with any unresolved conditions of previous approvals; 
4) Applicant reconstruct all streetscape elements in accordance with current 


standards as recommended by the Engineering Dept.; and 
5) Dumpster is relocated and properly enclosed. 
 


Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Williams, Boyle, Clein, Koseck, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  None 
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City Commission Minutes 
October 10, 2013 


 
 
10-285-13 PUBLIC HEARING, REVISED FINAL SITE PLAN AND SPECIAL 


LAND USE PERMIT, CRUSH, 555 S. OLD WOODWARD 
Mayor Dilgard opened the Public Hearing to consider approval of the Revised Final Site Plan 
and Special Land Use Permit for Crush, 555 S. Old Woodward at 8:51 pm. 


 
Commissioner Hoff expressed concern with parking. Planner Baka stated that the plan 
complies with the parking requirements and has additional spaces due to a shared parking 
agreement. 


 
Samir Eid expressed concern about the parking situation. He advised that in a 24 
month period, 2200 parking tickets were written from his parking lot. Commissioner Hoff 
added that the owner of CVS also expressed concerns about the use of their parking lot. 


 
Rick Rattner, Attorney, stated that they are cognizant of the concerns over parking, and 
with over 100 spaces available in the garage, there should not be an issue. Mr. Rattner said 
that it was their understanding that the city did not want valet parking at that location, but 
will offer valet if necessary. Suggestions were made that the applicant offer free 
parking for the restaurant parking or validated parking. 


 
Mayor Dilgard closed the Public Hearing at 9:16 pm. 


 
MOTION:                 Motion by Rinschler, seconded by McDaniel: 
To approve the applicant’s request for Revised Final Site Plan approval and SLUP Amendment 
for Crush Restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave: 
WHEREAS,     CRUSH filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, 


Zoning, of the City Code to operate a new restaurant with an Economic 
Development License in accordance with Article 3, Section 3.04(c) of Chapter 
126, Zoning, of the City Code; 


 
WHEREAS,   The land for which the Special Land Use Permit Amendment is sought is 


located on the east side of S. Old Woodward between Bowers and Haynes; 
 
WHEREAS,      The land is zoned B-3, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham 


Overlay District, in the area identified on Map 3.1 of Chapter 126, Zoning, 
which permits the use of Economic Development Licenses with a Special 
Land Use Permit; 


 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use 


Permit Amendment to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City 
Commission, after receiving recommendations on the site plan and design 
from the Planning Board for the proposed Special Land Use; 
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WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment and Revised Final Site Plan to operate Crush Bistro as a 
Restaurant using an Economic Development License; 


 
WHEREAS,    The Planning Board on September 25th, 2013 reviewed the application for a 


Special Land Use Permit and recommended approval of the SLUP 
amendment and Final Site Plan review with the following conditions; 
1) The applicant provide a signed copy of the contract with the City; 
2) Obtain an Outdoor Dining License; 
3) Applicant complies with any unresolved conditions of previous approvals; 
4) Applicant reconstruct all streetscape elements in accordance 


with current standards as recommended by the Engineering 
Dept.; and 


5) Dumpster is relocated and properly enclosed. 
 


WHEREAS,  The applicant has agreed to comply with the Planning Board conditions of 
approval ; 


 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed Crush’s Special  Land  Use  


Permit application and the standards for such review as set forth in Article 
7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code; 


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 


imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, 
and that the Crush application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
authorizing the operation of a restaurant with an Economic Development 
license at 555 S. Old Woodward in accordance with Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, is hereby approved; 


 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Commission determines that to assure 


continued compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, 
safety, and welfare, this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted 
subject to the following conditions: 
1. Crush shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code; 
2. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City 


Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the public 
interest; 


3. Crush shall provide for the removal of disposable materials resulting 
from the operation and maintain the area in a clean and orderly 
condition by providing 
the necessary employees to guarantee this condition, and by the 
placement of a trash receptacle in the outdoor seating area; 


4. Crush shall enter into a contract with the City outlining the details of 
the proposed economic development option. 


5.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall 


result in termination of the Special Land Use Permit. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   Except as herein specifically provided, Crush and its heirs, 
successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of 
Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they 
may be subsequently amended. Failure of Crush to comply with all the 
ordinances of the city may result in the Commission revoking this Special 
Land Use Permit. 


MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, That Crush, which will do business at 555 S. Old 
Woodward, Birmingham, Michigan, 48009, is located in the Principal 
Shopping District which was designated as a Redevelopment Project Area, 
pursuant to Section 521a (1)(b) of the Michigan Liquor Control Code of 
1988, being MCL 36.1521a(1)(b), by Birmingham City Commission Resolution 
adopted September 24, 2007; and 


 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED,      That Crush is recommended for the operation of a 


restaurant, with a Class C Liquor License, at 555 S. Old Woodward, 
Birmingham, Michigan, 48009, above all others, pursuant to Chapter 10, 
Alcoholic Liquors, of the Birmingham City Code, subject to final inspection. 


 
Saverio Bitonti, owner of a hair salon in the area, stated that he and his new neighbor, 
Bo Concept, are happy to offer their parking lots to customers of Crush for free. 


 
VOTE:         Yeas, 6 


Nays, None 
Absent, 1 (Moore) 
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Planning Board Minutes 
July 9, 2014 


 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT ("SLUP") 
REVISED FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW  
555 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Former Crush Restaurant  
To allow the change of name to Triple Nickel and to amend the external design of 
the building 
 
Ms. Ecker advised that on May 10, 2010, the City Commission adopted ordinance amendments 
to Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, and Chapter 126, Zoning, to permit the use of Economic 
Development Licenses in certain areas within the City. 
 
The second application for an Economic Development License was approved for Crush 
restaurant, at the above-captioned address in 2013. Crush restaurant is now seeking to change 
the name of the business to Triple Nickel, and to amend the exterior design of the building. The 
applicant also requests approval to extend the opening date from October 31, 2014 to April 30, 
2015. No changes are proposed to the interior layout of the restaurant, the interior ambiance, 
or the proposed food offerings. 
 
Should the name change be approved the applicant will have to execute a revised 
contract with the City. If approved by the City Commission, the proposed expansion 
of the time frame to open must also be included in the revised contract. 
 
Accordingly, the applicant will be required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board 
and the City Commission on the Revised Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment.  
 
Design Review 
The applicant is proposing a number of changes to the external facade which include the use of 
EFIS and sliding windows along frontage lines.  However, these materials are not permitted in 
the Downtown Overlay District.  The applicant proposes to remove wall mounted up/down 
lights and add wall mounted flagpoles.  Also they propose 16 sign lights.  The applicant 
proposes champagne metal valances in niches with down lights.  The changes planned for the 
building will continue to maintain a distinct and prominent facade for Triple Nickel restaurant as 
long as the noted issues are corrected. 
 
Signage 
The applicant is proposing new signage for Triple Nickel to be located on the Woodward Ave., 
Bowers and S. Old Woodward Ave. elevations in the location of the previously approved Crush 
signage.   
 
The applicant exceeds the total allowable signage permitted on the building.  However, the 
Birmingham Sign Ordinance allows the Planning Board to designate an alternative frontage as 
the principal building frontage ("PBF") for signage purposes. If the Planning Board were to 
designate the Bowers elevation as the PBF then the applicant would be permitted 110.25 sq. ft. 
of signage.  If the Planning Board does not feel that it is appropriate to designate Bowers as the 
PBF then the applicant will be required to reduce the overall building signage by 15.183 sq. ft. 
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Ms. Ecker pointed out that the applicant is requesting valet parking.  The Police Dept. will 
determine whether they meet the criteria of the Valet Parking Ordinance. 
 
The board viewed a materials board.  
 
Mr. Roman Bonislawski and Mr. Ron Rea, Ron and Roman, LLC, were present with Mr. Jack 
Reinhart, the building owner and Mr. Mark Blanke, restaurant manager.  Mr. Bonislawski 
explained they were engaged to design the interior of the restaurant but that grew into re-
doing the exterior also.  With the roman brick there is a friendliness to the building now that 
wasn't being expressed previously in its limestone format.  The intent is for the rooftop 
mechanical screen to project a gentle glow like a beacon at the south end of town.  The sliding 
windows on the S. Old Woodward Ave. (west) elevation have been changed to operable doors.  
Also, they have replaced the EFIS with wood clapboard siding.  Mr. Reinhart said they intend to 
apply to the Police Dept. for valet parking, and customers will be allowed to park in the 555 
Parking Deck.  He added they would have been in the ground in November, but couldn't get the 
building permits.  Currently they hope to open by December 1st.   
 
Thee were no comments from the public at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Mr. Williams that the Planning Board recommends approval to the City 
Commission of the applicant's request for Revised Final Site Plan and a SLUP 
Amendment to permit the use of an Economic Development License for Triple Nickel 
restaurant at 555 S. Old Woodward Ave. with the following conditions: 
1)  The Planning Board designates the Bowers elevation as the principal building 
frontage for signage purposes;  
2)  Applicant provide specification sheets for the external lighting fixtures and the 
illuminated mechanical screen on the roof as well as samples of all materials 
proposed; 
3)  Applicant replace EFIS with the materials presented tonight; 
4)  Applicant replace sliding windows on the building frontage consistent with the 
comments made tonight of their intent; 
5)  Applicant execute a revised contract with the City of Birmingham outlining the 
nature of the proposed operation of Triple Nickel and approving the use of the 
existing Economic Development Liquor License under the new name Triple Nickel 
and extending the time frame to open the restaurant; 
6)  Applicant meet Fire Dept. requirements. 
 
There were no comments on the motion from the public at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Mr. Koseck commented that he thought this was a great building before, and it is even better 
now. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Williams, Boyle, Clein, Koseck, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 
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Nays: None 
Absent:  None 
 
The board took a short recess at 8:53 p.m. 
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Judson Center Gala 


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Judson Center requesting permission to 
place a tent on Merrill Street in conjunction with Judson Center Gala on November 8, 2014. 
Liquor will be served in the tent.  Therefore, a temporary liquor license is required as stated in 
the resolution. 


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  There are no other events scheduled for the requested date. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request from the Judson Center to place a tent on Merrill Street in conjunction 
with Judson Center Gala on November 8, 2014 and to allow the use of a temporary liquor 
license for this event, contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements 
and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed 
necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by July 23, 2014  DATE OF EVENT:11/8/14   
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB None None $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper Tent permit required Tent permit 


2 Hours OT costs 
for Saturday 
inspection 
$127.90  
 
plus- 
Cost of permit 
collected from 
applicant when 
application is 
made.


 


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or 
canopy.  Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be 
flame resistant with certificate on 
site. 


3. No open flame or devices 
emitting flame, fire or heat in any 
tents.  Cooking devices shall not 


 $0  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
  


                    EVENT NAME Judson Center Gala  
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010122  COMMISSION HEARING DATE 8/25/14 







 


 


be permitted within 20 feet of the 
tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be 
properly anchored for the 
weather conditions, no stakes 
allowed. 


5. Pre-event site inspection 
required. 


6. 2 approved 5lbs. multi-purpose 
(ABC) fire extinguishers are 
required on site and accessible, 
one at each exit of the tent. 


7. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be 
matted to prevent trip hazards. 


8. A minimum of 2 Exits must be 
clearly marked in the tent. 


9. Paramedics will respond from the 
fire station as needed. Dial 911 
for fire/rescue/medical 
emergencies. 


10. A permit is required for Fire 
hydrant usage. 


11. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or 
fire sprinkler connections on 
buildings. 


12. Provide protective barriers 
between hot surfaces and the 
public. 


 


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK 


Temporary Liquor License must be 
obtained through the Mi. LCC for alcohol 
to be served/consumed outside of the 
building. On duty personnel will give 
event extra patrol. Costs for barricades 
and road closure. 


 $30.00  







 


 


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
CL 


As in previous years when organizations 
construct a tent on Merrill Street.  The 
tent needs to be held down by barrels.  
Stakes should not be driven into Merrill 
Street.  Cost includes placement and 
removal of barricades. 


 $100  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
PO 


Maintain 5’ clear pedestrian pathway on 
City sidewalks.  No damage to any 
pavement allowed for tent support, or 
barricades. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT Insurance ok    


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP 


Notification letters mailed by applicant 
on August 5th. Notification addresses on 
file in the Clerk’s Office.   


 $200 (pd) 
 


 
 
 


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$257.90 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 


 
 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 
Actual Cost     
 
Due/Refund    
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 15, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
iMatter for Kids Fun Run/Walk 


Attached is a special event application submitted by iMatter for Kids requesting permission to 
hold a fun run/walk to begin in Booth Park on October 19, 2014.   


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted.  The Farmers Market will also be held on the requested date.  There will be 
no street closures for the run/walk.  Therefore, the run/walk will not conflict with the Farmers 
Market.  The Pumpkin Patch and Halloween Parade is also scheduled on October 19th at 1:00 
PM in the Shain Park area.  The run/walk will be complete by 11:30 AM and will not conflict 
with the Halloween activities. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by iMatter for Kids requesting permission to hold a fun 
run/walk to begin in Booth Park on October 19, 2014, contingent upon compliance with all 
permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees, and, further, pursuant to any minor 
modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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!  


SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST NOTIFICATION LETTER !
August 11, 2014 !
TO:  ___________________________________  
       ___________________________________        
       ___________________________________  
        
Dear homeowner, !
The Birmingham City Code requires that we receive approval from the Birmingham City  
Commission to hold the following special event. The code further requires that we notify  
any property owners or business owners that may be affected by the special event of  
the date and time that the City commission will consider our request so that an  
opportunity exists for comments prior to this approval.  !
EVENT INFORMATION 
NAME OF EVENT:   Community Walk/Run for Character 
LOCATION:   Starts and Ends at Booth Park 
DATE(S) OF EVENT   October 19, 2014 HOURS OF EVENT  8:30 am-11:00 am  !
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EVENT/ACTIVITY:  4 km walk from Booth park along route attached.  
There will be games, activities and the opportunity to join the Farmer’s Market End of Season 
Celebration !
DATE(S) OF SET-UP  10-19-2014  HOURS OF SET-UP   7:00am-8:30 am 
DATE(S) OF TEAR-DOWN  10-19-2014 HOURS OF TEAR-DOWN   11:00 am-12:00pm !
DATE OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING:   August 25, 2014 
  
The City commission meets in room 205 of the Municipal Building at 151 Martin at  
7:30PM. A complete copy of the application to hold this special event is  
available for your review at the City Clerk’s Office (248/530-1880). Log on to  
www.bhamgov.org/events for a complete list of special events.  !
Enclosed is a map of the route for the walk/run.  We will be utilizing the sidewalks, therefore 
no street closings will occur.   !
Thank you, !!
iMatter for Kids  !
135 N Old Woodward Ave  
Birmingham MI 48009 !
248-835-4665











 


 


  
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by July 30, 2014  DATE OF EVENT: October 19, 2014  
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.)


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
PLANNING 


101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 


 


MB  Sign Permit 
($100) $0   


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper No building department involvement   $0  


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or canopy.  
Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be 
flame resistant with certificate on 
site. 


3. No open flame or devices emitting 
flame, fire or heat in any tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be 
properly anchored for the weather 
conditions, no stakes allowed. 


5. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be matted to 
prevent trip hazards. 


6. Paramedics will respond from the 
fire station as needed. Dial 911 for 
fire/rescue/medical emergencies. 


 $0  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME iMatter for Kids Fun Run/Walk 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #14-00010127  COMMISSION HEARING DATE August 25, 2014 







 


 


7. A permit is required for Fire hydrant 
usage. 


8. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or fire 
sprinkler connections on buildings. 


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK 


Walkers/Runners must remain on 
sidewalk/path and not obstruct vehicle 
traffic. Must have sufficient volunteers to 
assist walkers/runners at all 
intersections. On duty personnel to give 
event extra patrol. 


 $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
CL 


Additional cost could occur for clean-up.  
Dept. verified that they will need (4) PSD 
boxes w/bags 


 $16.00  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC 


Approved.  Maintain 5’ clear pedestrian 
pathway on all sidewalks, and no 
pavement damage allowed. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


AT 
*Contingent upon meeting the insurance 
requirements.  Insurance must be submitted 
at least two weeks prior to the event. 


 $0  


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
LP 


Notification letters mailed by applicant 
on 8/11/14. Notification addresses on 
file in the Clerk’s Office.  Evidence of 
required insurance must be on file with 
the Clerk’s Office no later than 
10/3/14. 


Applications for vendors 
license must be 
submitted no later than 
10/3/14. 


$200 (pd) 
 


 
 
 


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$16.00 
 


ACTUAL 
COST 
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MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 


SUBJECT: Hazel St. Right-of-way Vacation 
Woodward Ave. to Elm St. 


At the meeting of April 9, 2012, the City Commission passed the following resolution: 


To authorize the vacation of Hazel St., from Woodward Ave. to Elm St., contingent upon a fifty 
foot wide easement being retained for public utilities over said right-of-way, and subject to the 
site plan as submitted by the adjoining property owner, Greentree Investment Co. 


Generally, the next step after such a resolution is for the Engineering Dept. to work with the 
City Treasurer’s office to send documents to Oakland Co.’s Assessing office.  Once they receive 
the documents, they would then change the parcel I.D. maps to reflect this change.  However, 
the owner of the adjacent properties, Fred Lavery, immediately asked that we hold off on 
processing this paperwork with Oakland Co.  Mr. Lavery indicated that he was concerned about 
the vacation being processed with a 50 ft. wide easement for utilities.  He stated that he 
wanted to take the time to look into what extra steps it would take to vacate the property 
without such an easement.  I agreed to cooperate with this request.  


After intermittent progress occurring in the intervening two years, it was concluded that the 
only way to vacate the property without a utility easement would be to make modifications to 
each system such that the utilities in this area are no longer considered public.  Over the past 
several months, the adjacent property owner (Lavery) has worked with the City and other 
utilities to identify what would be needed, and to get this process moving.  Here is where this 
process stands in regards to the various utility companies: 


City of Birmingham (Water and Sewer) – The existing public water and sewer lines on this block 
were both installed about 100 years ago.  They currently only service the property on the north 
side of the block.  We determined that with relatively minor revisions, they can be modified to 
act as part of the service leads to this building.  Lavery has agreed to make these modifications 
at their expense, and this is reflected now on the plans that we are prepared to approve.  The 
work will help remove two old sections of pipeline off the City’s jurisdiction at no cost to the 
City, which we endorse. 


Consumers Energy (Natural Gas) – Lavery has worked with Consumers Energy, who has 
concluded that once the property is vacated and the two properties are joined as one parcel, 
they can then consider the gas main on Hazel St. private.  (Like the City’s water and sewer, the 
gas main here does not service any other properties.)  No physical work will be required as a 
part of this process. 
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Comcast (Communication) – Comcast has an underground line in this right-of-way that services 
other properties in the area.  Comcast offered to make the necessary rerouting if so desired to 
remove this line from Hazel St., at a cost of $20,692.  They are prepared to have Comcast do 
this work. 


Wide Open West (Communication) – Wide Open West (WOW!) has provided a response in 
writing that they have no facilities in this area, and have no objection to what is planned. 


AT&T (Communication) – AT&T has not responded to this issue, either two years ago, or more 
recently.  We will again ask them to respond once the public hearing has been scheduled. 


DTE Energy (Electric) – DTE Energy has not responded to this issue.  We suspect, however, 
that there are no electric facilities in the Hazel St. right-of-way. 


As was discussed two years ago, Lavery intends to close off Hazel St. at the Elm St. 
intersection.  They would also reduce the size of the entrance at Woodward Ave., so it appears 
to be more like a private driveway.  The plans have been reviewed and approved by the MI 
Dept. of Transportation.  The pavement and landscaping improvements proposed in 2012 
remain largely unchanged.   


At this time, it would be appropriate to hold a new public hearing.  While the Commission 
approved a vacation in 2012, the new request is to approve a vacation without easements. 
Doing so will allow the entire property to be redeveloped as one parcel at some time in the 
future (there are no plans to do so at this time.)  During the courtesy review of the site plan 
conducted by the Planning Board in 2012, they requested that an easement be provided on the 
vacated land for pedestrian ingress/egress (as long as the buildings remain in their current 
configuration).  This would allow pedestrians from the area to continue to use the two Hazel St. 
sidewalks as a way to pass through this area, rather than it becoming an obstruction.  The 
previous resolution covered this, since the property was remaining an easement in general. 
However, if there is no utility easement, there would be no easement for pedestrians as well. 
The request for a pedestrian easement can be found below in the suggested resolution.   


Should the Commission set a public hearing date, all five utility companies will again be notified, 
and encouraged to comment on this proposal, with the clarified understanding that it is the 
intent of the City to move forward on a vacation without a utility easement. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 


To conduct a public hearing on Monday, September 22, 2014, at the regularly scheduled City 
Commission meeting, to consider the vacation of Hazel St., from Woodward Ave. to Elm St., 
subject to a 50 ft. wide ingress/egress easement for pedestrians being retained. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  March 27, 2012 
 
TO:   Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer  
     
APPROVED:  Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Hazel St. – Woodward Ave. to Elm St. 
   Proposed Vacation 
   Public Hearing 
 
 
At the meeting of March 5, 2012, the City Commission set a public hearing to consider 
the vacation of Hazel St. for one block, as noted above.  The details of the vacation 
are described in the memo prepared for that meeting, attached. 
 
Since then, notifications have been sent to the five utility companies, as well as all 
adjoining property owners.  As described in the previous memo, Consumers Energy 
requested that an easement be maintained, since they own a gas main in this right-of-
way.  Since that memo was written, we have also received responses from Comcast, 
DTE Energy, and WOW!  Comcast has installed a fiber optic communication cable 
underground in this right-of-way, so they are also asking that the easement be 
retained.  DTE Energy and WOW! have no facilities within the subject area.  The City 
owns and operates both a water main and a sanitary sewer in this right-of-way.  Like 
Consumers Energy and Comcast, the Engineering Dept. also recommends that an 
easement be retained, in acknowledgement of the public utilities running through this 
property, and the need for continued maintenance.  The easement, if created, would 
cover the entire subject right-of-way, and measure 50 feet wide. 
 
No response has been received to date from AT&T.  One resident of Hazel St. to the 
east of Elm St. has called to indicate their support of this idea. 
 
At the meeting of March 5, Mayor Nickita noted that this portion of Hazel St. will now 
be acting as a private parking lot, and that a screen wall should be installed at the 
edge of the Elm St. right-of-way, in accordance with the zoning ordinance.  It is true 
that after the vacation, this area will be private property.  However, it will also be a 
fifty foot wide public utility easement.  It is general policy of the City to not install 
footings or structures in rights-of-way or utility easements, particularly if they are 
going to conflict with underground utilities.  In the case of Hazel St., there is currently 
an 8” sanitary sewer installed in 1927, the original 4” water main (installation date 
unknown), a newer 1¼” gas main, and a fiber optic communication line.  Installation 
of a wall with a footing will cause risk of damage to all four during construction.  Plus, 
in the future, should an excavation on these facilities be needed, there will be 







additional costs and complication as a result of the wall.  In reviewing the proposal 
with Consumers Energy, they indicated that the footing could be sleeved around the 
gas main.  While they will not actively work to stop such a proposal, they would also 
prefer not to have such work done around the gas main.  A phone call has been 
placed to Comcast to get their perspective, although input has not yet been received. 
To summarize, while there is no written prohibition to the installation of a wall in this 
location, it is not recommended.  Should the Commission wish to add the installation 
of a screen wall, it is requested that the resolution below be modified to direct staff 
accordingly. 
 
The Commission should also be aware that the subject property owner (Fred Lavery) 
has had the attached restrictive covenant document drafted that speaks to the 
ingress/egress stipulation that will be placed on this new property.  The document is 
only signed by the owner, not the City.  It has been reviewed by both the City 
Attorney and the City Engineer.  Since it does not affect any rights of the City, nor 
obligate any action on our part, we have no objection to this document.  The creation 
of the easement, both for public utilities, and for ingress/egress, will be established by 
submitting the survey as attached to the County Clerk for recording.  
 
Also, Mr. Lavery’s original request letter (dated January 10, 2012) attached, requested 
confirmation of three items.  While two of the items are not an issue, the first one, 
asking that the tax assessment of the adjacent properties not be increased as a result 
of this vacation, cannot be confirmed.  As is done with all properties, if the vacation 
results in a change of value to the adjacent properties, the tax assessment will have to 
change accordingly to reflect their true value.  This issue has been reviewed with Mr. 
Lavery.  He understands our position on this matter, and is willing to proceed 
regardless. 
 
The Engineering Dept. recommends the vacation of Hazel St., from Woodward Ave. to 
Elm St., contingent upon a fifty foot wide easement being retained for public utilities, 
as described below. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To authorize the vacation of Hazel St., from Woodward Ave. to Elm St., 
contingent upon a fifty foot wide easement being retained for public utilities 
over said right-of-way, and subject to the site plan as submitted by the 
adjoining property owner, Greentree Investment Co.  
 







MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  February 27, 2012 
 
TO:   Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer  
     
APPROVED:  Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Hazel St. – Woodward Ave. to Elm St. 
   Proposed Vacation 
 
 
As part of its 2011 Pavement Preventative Maintenance Program, the Engineering 
Dept. recommended that the above short segment of Hazel St. receive an ultra-thin 
asphalt overlay.  Other streets in the immediate area, such as Elm St. and Chestnut 
St., were all built at the same time, and all were at the stage in their life where such 
maintenance would be appropriate.  However, during discussions among staff, it was 
noted that this segment was recommended for eventual vacation in the Triangle 
Master Plan (under Circulation, page 18).  Since the property on both sides of this 
block is owned by the same party (Fred Lavery Co.), discussions were started with the 
owner to determine his interest in this idea.   
 
After meeting, Fred Lavery indicated that he would like to pursue the vacation.  The 
work was deleted from the 2011 Maintenance Program (saving the City about 
$10,000) in anticipation of this potential action.  Mr. Lavery submitted a suggested site 
plan, and “before” and “after” property line plans for the purposes of illustration.  A 
$1,000 deposit was also received from Mr. Lavery to cover all costs by the City in 
administrating this effort.  Since then, the following has transpired: 
 


• Requests for comment were sent to the five utility companies that maintain 
facilities in this area (AT&T, Comcast, Consumers Energy, DTE Energy, and 
WOW!).  A response was received from Consumers Energy, noting that a gas 
main is located in this area, and an easement must be maintained.  WOW! 
indicated that they have no objection.  No other responses were received, 
although we are not aware of any other utility present (other than City water 
and sewer) in this area. 


• The presence of City water and sewer has been reviewed with the owner.  The 
public lines’ only purpose at this time is to service Mr. Lavery’s building on the 
north side of the road.  Both lines could ultimately be abandoned, if the service 
connections were relocated to similar facilities either on Woodward Ave. or Elm 
St.  Since they will remain in service at the present time, an easement over the 
full right-of-way width is being recommended. 


• Site plans as a result of a vacation do not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Planning Board.  However, the site plan as submitted received a courtesy 







review by the Board at their meeting of February 8, 2012.  Minutes of this 
review are attached for your information.  As noted therein, the Board 
emphasized the importance of maintaining a pedestrian connection between 
Woodward Ave. and Elm St. 


 
In accordance with state law, public rights-of-way that are no longer needed may be 
split in half, with adjoining properties each adding half of the street’s width to their 
property.  In this case, the two parcels would add an additional 25 feet of width, as 
shown on the attached sketches.  The City receives no compensation for vacated 
rights-of-way.   
 
Before this matter can proceed, the City must schedule a public hearing, in accordance 
with the City Charter.  As part of the notification process, it is our internal policy to 
notify all utility companies with facilities in the general area, as well as all property 
owners within 300 feet.  As noted above, the utility companies have been notified, 
however, the notification to the neighbors will be done once the public hearing date 
has been set. 
 
The Engineering Department recommends that a public hearing be scheduled for 
Monday, April 9, 2012, at the regularly scheduled City Commission meeting, to 
consider the vacation of Hazel St., from Woodward Ave. to Elm St., with a 50 foot 
wide easement for public utilities and pedestrian ingress/egress being retained. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To conduct a public hearing on Monday, April 9, 2012, at the regularly 
scheduled City Commission meeting, to consider the vacation of Hazel St., 
from Woodward Ave. to Elm St., with a 50 foot wide easement for public 
utilities and pedestrian ingress/egress being retained. 



































 


 


 
 
January 17, 2012 
 
TO: AT&T  
 Comcast  
 Consumers Energy 
 DTE Energy 
 WOW! 
 
RE: Proposed Street Vacation 
 Hazel Ave. – Woodward Ave. to Elm St. 
 Section 36 
 
Dear Utility Representative, 
 
The City of Birmingham has received a request to vacate the 50 ft. wide public street in the above 
noted area.  An attached survey of the current lot lines, as well as the proposed right-of-way closure 
at both ends (added in red) are attached for your information.  Note that the same land owner owns 
both sides of the block, so there is only one property owner affected by this proposal.  The 
Engineering Dept. has no objection to this proposal, and will recommend approval, provided the 
entire 50 foot wide area becomes an easement, reserved  for public utilities.  With respect to the 
public utilities owned by the City of Birmingham, both the water and sewer systems present could be 
abandoned at the time utility connections are changed by the adjacent property owner.  We ask that 
should you wish to maintain existing utilities in this right-of-way for the time being, that would be 
fine, with the goal that eventually all utilities could be phased out, allowing the need for the easement 
to be removed some day as well.  We ask that you speak to the importance of this right-of-way to 
your facilities in the long term, as well as the present, when you respond to this request. 
 
As a part of the vacation, the adjacent property owner plans to close the existing street connection to 
Elm St., but maintaining access to both sites from Woodward Ave. 
 
A public hearing when approval the right-of-way vacation will be considered is tentatively scheduled 
for March 19, 2012, at 7:30 PM in the City Commission Room of the Birmingham Municipal 
Building, 151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009.   
 
We request that you respond to this proposal in writing stating any concerns or objections that you 
may have.  Please respond in writing as well if you have no objections.  NOTE!  A similar request 
was sent to all five companies listed above last July, and NO response was received from AT&T, 
Comcast, and WOW!  We consider vacations of this sort a serious matter, that affect not only the 
City, but you as utility companies as well, and your response, even if you have no objection, is 
considered an important element in this process.  We ask for participation. 
 
If you have any concerns relative to either the alley vacation, or the construction of a privacy wall 
within the proposed and existing easement, please contact the undersigned with details of your 
objection as soon as possible. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions, at 248-530-1836. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul T. O’Meara, P.E. 
City Engineer 







 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send to: 
 
Mr. Larry Zdan 
AT&T 
54 N. Mill St. 
Pontiac, MI 48342 
 
Mr. Bobby Drake 
Comcast Cable 
25626 Telegraph Rd. 
Southfield, MI 48033 
 
Mr. John Hill 
Consumers Energy Co. 
4600 Coolidge Hwy. 
Royal Oak, MI 48073 
 
Mr. James Hammond 
DTE Energy Co. 
37849 Interchange Dr. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335 
 
WOW! 
Facilities Administrator 
Birmingham Area 
32650 Avis Dr. 
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM  


PLANNING BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
OF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2012 


 
Item Page 


 
2. STUDY SESSION 
Woodward Ave. Action Association Transit Oriented Development 
(“TOD”) Task Force Presentation of Final Report for review and comment 
 
      Motion by Mr. DeWeese  
Seconded by Mr. Williams to recommend acceptance of the Woodward 
TOD Corridor Study by the City Commission as the plan supports multi-
jurisdictional planning efforts along the Woodward Corridor that seek to 
develop the corridor in a manner consistent with the existing goals and 
objectives of the City of Birmingham. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM  
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING BOARD  


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2012 
City Commission Room 


151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 
 


 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Planning Board held February 
8, 2012.  Chairman Robin Boyle convened the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Present: Chairman Robin Boyle; Board Members Scott Clein, Carroll DeWeese, 


Bert Koseck, Janelle Whipple-Boyce, Bryan Williams; Student 
Representative Kristen Thut 


 
Absent:  Board Member Gillian Lazar 
 
Administration:  Matthew Baka, Planning Intern 


Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 


  Carole Salutes, Recording Secretary 
  Susan Weckerle, City Planner     
   


02-19-12 
 


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
HELD JANUARY 25, 2012 
 
Mr. DeWeese: 
Page 5 - First sentence under “Other Business,” add an “e” to “Complet.” 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese  
Seconded by Mr. Clein to approve the Minutes of the Regular Planning Board 
Meeting of January 25, 2012 as corrected. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese. Clein, Boyle, Koseck, Whipple-Boyce, Williams 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Lazar 
 


02-20-12 
 


CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS  
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Absent:  Lazar 
 


02-25-12 
 
3. STUDY SESSION 
Triangle District Plan Implementation 
Courtesy Review of the Hazel St. vacation 
 
Ms. Ecker advised the request for the vacation of Hazel St. was submitted by Mr. Fred 
Lavery, the property owner both north and south of Hazel St. between Woodward Ave. 
and Elm St. This application is coming before the Planning Board for a courtesy review 
of the proposal prior to consideration by the City Commission. 
 
The Triangle District Urban Design Plan (“Triangle Plan”) was adopted by the City 
Commission in 2007 to establish a vision for the redevelopment of the Triangle District. 
One of the key circulation recommendations outlined in the Triangle Plan was to close 
the segment of Hazel St. between Woodward Ave. and Elm St. to minimize the number 
of access points along Woodward Ave. and to minimize cut-through traffic in the 
neighborhood. 
 
The Triangle Plan suggests that this area could be used as open space or could be 
conferred to a property owner or developer in a beneficial exchange. Key circulation and 
streetscape improvements, including the vacation of Hazel St., were recommended for 
implementation in the first phase after the Triangle Plan was adopted. 
 
Based upon this recommendation, the City approached Mr. Lavery about applying to 
vacate the segment of Hazel St. between Woodward Ave. and Elm St. Mr. Lavery met 
with City staff on numerous occasions and has now requested a vacation in accordance 
with the Triangle Plan recommendations. Mr. Lavery has agreed to close off Hazel St. at 
Elm St., and install a continuous sidewalk, street trees and grass along Elm to soften 
the commercial edge of his property for the benefit of the neighbors to the east. Mr. 
Lavery is also proposing to narrow the entrance off of Woodward Ave. by installing 
landscaped bump-outs that will slow traffic and improve the aesthetics of the Woodward 
Ave. right-of-way.  This will provide a greater buffer between Woodward Ave. and the 
neighborhood. 
 
This request will go to the City Commission on February 13, 2012 for review and 
consideration. 
 
Mr. DeWeese said that full pedestrian connectivity needs to be maintained and Mr. 
Williams concurred. 
 
Mr. Lavery explained the area that is designated for new vehicle display is where they 
mass park their vehicles for display and is not a part of the minimum parking 
requirement for the buildings that now exist.  Discussion contemplated that with the 
vacation there will be a net loss of two parking spaces. 
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Mr. Lavery observed that presently the street works fine for him.  The vacation doesn’t 
necessarily harm or help in his existing use of the property.  However, at some point in 
the future if these parcels are developed in accordance with the Triangle District Master 
Plan, then having this property will be beneficial in achieving that objective. 
 
Mr. Koseck thought there should be something to terminate Hazel St. as opposed to a 
short hedge.  He would give up the four parking spaces and create a berm or node 
which has some substantial significance, defines a terminus going west on Hazel, and 
doesn’t look like the end of Chester as one drives south.   
 
Mr. Clein announced he thinks this recommendation of the Triangle Plan does not add 
any benefit and makes no sense to him.  The chairman noted it makes the simple 
transfer of some of Mr. Lavery’s cars between his facility and the storage on Bowers 
more difficult. 
 
There were no members of the public that wished to comment on at 9:30 p.m. 
 


02-2612 
 
4. STUDY SESSION 
Planning Board Action List 
 
Ms. Weckerle advised the Action List was updated as a result of Planning Board input 
from the last meeting.  Ms. Ecker indicated that some of the City commissioners have 
expressed a desire to re-do the Master Plan as a whole.  Therefore staff has been 
encouraged to put a review of the Master Plan in the budget for next year.  In the 
budget for this year they are looking at doing the Multi-Modal Complete Streets plan. 
 
Mr. DeWeese did not think the City has the money or the political will to re-do the 
Master Plan at this time.  But an incremental plan could be done, and maybe as part of 
that a re-write or a cleanup would work. 
 
Mr. Williams said he would hate to embark upon this as a priority if the City Commission 
is not in accord with it as part of the whole review of Woodward Ave.  Chairman Boyle 
asked if conversations between City staff and the city manager might reveal the intent of 
the Commission.  Ms. Ecker agreed they could try that approach. 
 
Mr. Koseck thought if the board directs attention to the Woodward Ave. corridor 
between Fourteen Mile and Lincoln then maybe developers will, and that is important.  
Mr. DeWeese said the neighborhood needs to get involved so they will have security as 
to what will happen. 
 
Chairman Boyle summed up the discussion and made recommendations.  The board 
will focus its attention on Item (1), Woodward Ave. Gateway Plan.  Item (2), Complete 
Streets. will be moving ahead in many areas.  Staff will be asked to reconsider the 
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: August 12, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: 2015 City Commission Meeting Schedule 


Attached is the proposed 2015 City Commission schedule for review and approval.  The City 
Charter requires the Commission to meet regularly and “not less than twice a month”.   


There are several proposed meeting dates that require some explanation.   


 May 11th was chosen (instead of May 4th) to give staff sufficient time after the budget
session to prepare the final budget document before adoption.  The final budget is
distributed to the Commission at least two weeks in advance to allow adequate time for
Commission review prior to the meeting.


 Thursday, September 10th was chosen as there is only one Monday available to hold a
meeting due to holidays which prohibit work on certain dates.  The Thursday meeting
will allow the Commission to hold two meetings in September as required by Charter.


Once the 2015 meeting schedule is approved, the meetings will be published in the City 
calendar, on the City webpage, and posted in the Municipal Building. 


NOTE:  The City Commission meetings will be held at 7:30 PM in room 205 of the Municipal 
Building, 151 Martin.  The City Commission / Planning Board workshops will be held at 7:30 PM 
at the DPS Facility, 851 South Eton. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the proposed schedule of regular City Commission meetings for 2015. 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 


2015 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 


MONTH DAY MEETING LOCATION 
January 12 


26 
31 (Sat) 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting  
Long Range Planning Session 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 
9:00 AM  Municipal Building 


February 9 
23 


Regular Meeting  
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


March 16 
30 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


April 13 
18 (Sat) 
27 


Regular Meeting 
Budget Hearing  
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Bldg 
8:30 AM Municipal Building 
Municipal Bldg 


May 11 
18 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


June 8 
15 
22 


Regular Meeting 
Planning Board Workshop Session 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
DPS Facility 
Municipal Building 


July 13 
27 


Regular Meeting  
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


August 10 
24 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting  


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


September 10 (Thurs) 
21 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


October 12 
19 
26 


Regular Meeting 
Planning Board Workshop Session 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building  
DPS Facility 
Municipal Building 


November 9 
23 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


December 7 
14 


Regular Meeting 
Regular Meeting 


Municipal Building 
Municipal Building 


 
 All meetings are scheduled to begin at 7:30 PM unless otherwise noted.   


 
 Approved minutes of the City Commission meetings are available in the City 


Clerk’s Office and on the City website at www.bhamgov.org. 
 


 Location Addresses: 
o Municipal Building, 151 Martin, Birmingham, MI 48009 
o DPS Facility, 851 S. Eton, Birmingham, MI 48009 


 
 


 


 


NOTICE:  Individuals requiring accommodations, such as mobility, visual, hearing, interpreter or other assistance, for effective participation 
in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 (voice), or (248) 644-5115 (TDD) at least one day in advance to 
request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión deben ponerse en 
contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. (Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964). 
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◄ Dec 2014 ~ January 2015 ~ Feb 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  


New Years Day 
BPS – Winter Recess 


2  
 
BPS – Winter Recess 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
City Commission 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
Martin Luther King Day 


20  
 


21  
Library Board 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
City Commission 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


31  
City Commission Long 
Range Planning Session 
at 9:00 AM 


 
Courtesy of WinCalendar.com.  Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator for Word and Excel.   
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◄ Jan 2015 ~ February 2015 ~ Mar 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 
 
 
 
 
 


2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
 
 
 
 
 
 


9  
City Commission 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 
 
 
 
 
 


16  
BPS – Mid-Winter Recess 
Library Board 


17  
BPS – Mid-Winter Recess 


18  
Ash Wednesday 
BPS – Mid-Winter Recess 


19  
BPS – Mid-Winter Recess 


20  
BPS – Mid-Winter Recess 


21  
 


22  
 
 
 
 
 
 


23  
City Commission 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
 


28  
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◄ Feb 2015 ~ March 2015 ~ Apr 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 


2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
NLC Conference  


8  
NLC Conference 


9  
NLC Conference 


10  
NLC Conference 


11  
NLC Conference 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
City Commission 
Library Board 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
MML Capital Conference 


25  
MML Capital Conference 


26  
 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
City Commission 


31  
 


Notes: 


 
   







 


Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2014 Calendar, 2015 Calendar 


 


 


◄ Mar 2015 ~ April 2015 ~ May 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  


 
2  
 


3  
Good Friday 
Passover begins at sunset 
BPS – Spring Recess 


4  
 


5  
Easter  


6  
BPS – Spring Recess 


7  
BPS – Spring Recess 


8  
BPS – Spring Recess 


9  
BPS – Spring Recess 


10  
BPS – Spring Recess 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
City Commission 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
City Commission 
Budget Session  
at 8:30 AM 


19  
 


20  
Library Board 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
City Commission 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


Notes: 
Passover – work not permitted 4/4-4/5 & 4/10-4/11 
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◄ Apr 2015 ~ May 2015 ~ Jun 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
City Commission 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
Celebrate Birmingham 
Parade 


18  
City Commission 
Library Board  
Government Day Breakfast 
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
Shavuot begins at sunset 


24  
 


25  
Memorial Day 


26  
 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


31  
 


Notes: 
Shavuot – work not permitted 5/23-5/25 
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◄ May 2015 ~ June 2015 ~ Jul 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
City Commission 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
City Commission/ 
Planning Board 
Workshop 
Library Board 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
City Commission 


23  
 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


Notes: 
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◄ Jun 2015 ~ July 2015 ~ Aug 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
Independence Day 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
City Commission 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
Eid al-Fitr 


19  
 


20  
Library Board 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
City Commission 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


31  
 


Notes: 
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◄ Jul 2015 ~ August 2015 ~ Sep 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  


 


2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
City Commission 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
Library Board 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
City Commission 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


31  
 


Notes: 
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◄ Aug 2015 ~ September 2015 ~ Oct 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
 


7  
Labor Day 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
City Commission 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
Rosh Hashana begins at sunset 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
City Commission  
Library Board 


22  
Yom Kippur begins at sunset 


23  
Eid al-Adha 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
 


27  
Sukkot begins at sunset 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


Notes: 
Rosh Hashanah  – work not permitted 9/13-9/15 
Yom Kippur – work not permitted 9/22-9/23 
Sukkot – work not permitted 9/28-9/29 
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◄ Sep 2015 ~ October 2015 ~ Nov 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
Shmini Atzeret 


6  
Shimchat Torah 


7  
 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
City Commission 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
City Commission/ 
Planning Board 
Workshop 
Library Board 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
City Commission 


27  
 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


31  
 


    Notes: 
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah – work not permitted 10/4-10/6 
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◄ Oct 2015 ~ November 2015 ~ Dec 2015 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 


2  
 


3  
Ashura 
Election Day 


4  
NLC Conference 


5  
NLC Conference 


6  
NLC Conference 


7  
NLC Conference 


8  
 


9  
City Commission 


10  
 


11  
Veteran’s Day 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
 


15  
 


16  
Library Board 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
 


22  
 


23  
City Commission 


24  
 


25  
 


26  
Thanksgiving  
BPS – Thanksgiving Recess 


27  
BPS – Thanksgiving Recess 


28  
 


29  
 


30  
 


Notes: 


More Calendars from WinCalendar: 2014 Calendar, 2015 Calendar, Reference Calendar 
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◄ Nov 2015 ~ December 2015 ~ Jan 2016 ► 


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  


 
2  
 


3  
 


4  
 


5  
 


6  
Hanukkah begins at sunset 


7  
City Commission 


8  
 


9  
 


10  
 


11  
 


12  
 


13  
 


14  
City Commission 


15  
 


16  
 


17  
 


18  
 


19  
 


20  
 


21  
BPS – Winter Recess 
Library Board 


22  
BPS – Winter Recess 


23  
BPS – Winter Recess 


24  
Christmas Eve 
BPS – Winter Recess 


25  
Christmas Day 
BPS – Winter Recess 


26  
Kwanzaa begins 


27  
 


28  
BPS – Winter Recess 


29  
BPS – Winter Recess 


30  
BPS – Winter Recess 


31  
New Years Eve 
BPS – Winter Recess 


Notes: 
 


 








MEMORANDUM 
Birmingham Historical Museum & Park 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Joe Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Leslie Pielack, Museum Director 


SUBJECT: Announcement;  Museum to Receive Award 


I’m pleased to announce that the Birmingham Historical Museum will be receiving a 
Quest for Excellence Award from the Michigan Museums Association at its 
annual meeting in September. 


The award for “Best New Experience” recognizes outstanding achievement by a 
Michigan museum for innovative ways to enrich visitor experience and the importance 
of museums in forming meaningful connections between people and culture.  


The Birmingham Historical Museum was selected for its recent success at the exhibition-
related event, “Afternoon Backstage with Chad Smith,” which brought the local rock 
star and special guests together at his exhibit at the museum.  Smith, Grammy-award 
winning drummer for the Red Hot Chili Peppers, grew up in the area and is featured as 
part of the Sounds of Birmingham music exhibition.  Attendees were able to meet Chad, 
share stories with him, and bring items to be autographed as special mementos of the 
occasion.  The museum worked to keep the event personal and intimate for both guests 
and Smith, while raising needed funds.  The reception brought the museum and its 
music exhibition to a whole new audience, and received rave reviews from both guests 
and Chad and his family.  In particular, the musician was deeply touched when given 
the key to the city by Mayor Scott Moore, and later he and his family expressed their 
sincere thanks to the museum for giving them this wonderful opportunity.  Other 
visitors described it as the experience of a lifetime. 


A significant objective of the museum’s strategic plan is to engage with the community 
in new ways and reinforce the museum’s cultural relevance.  By holding this event and 
keeping it meaningful and memorable for everyone involved, the Birmingham Historical 
Museum helped advance the notion that it is a dynamic place that has an active role to 
play in the community.  The “Best New Experience” Quest for Excellence Award from 
MMA acknowledges this accomplishment, while also encouraging other museums to 
adopt similar creative strategies to enhance their visitors’ experience. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 


DATE: August 15, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 


SUBJECT: Staff Report – Holiday Tree 


As you are aware, over the last two holiday seasons City staff has been monitoring and 
researching various items with regard to the holiday tree which is displayed in Shain Park during 
the winter months.  The issue we are faced with is the public observes portions of the lights on 
the tree which sporadically shut off when the weather conditions become wet.  This is the result 
of the requirement to plug the tree into a ground vault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet.  These 
outlets reduce accidental electrocution, and code requires them in baths, kitchens, laundry 
rooms, garages and outdoor locations. 


According to the Simple English Wikipedia:


A ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) or Residual Current Device (RCD) is a device 
that shuts off an electric circuit when it detects that current is flowing along an unintended 
path, possibly through water or through a person. It is used to reduce the risk of electric shock. 
It works by measuring the current leaving the hot side of the power source and comparing it to 
the current returning to the neutral side. If they are not equal, this means that some of the 
current is flowing along an unintended path, and the GFCI shuts the power off. When the 
problem is corrected, the GFCI can manually be reset by pushing the reset button. There is also 
a test button that can be used to verify that the GFCI works. It is recommended to test GFCIs 
at least once a month. GFCIs are required in kitchens, bathrooms, unfinished basements, 
garages, outdoors, and anywhere near a sink. GFCIs are available in two types for permanent 
installation, the circuit breaker type that installs in the panel, and the receptacle type that 
installs in a normal electrical box. GFCIs that attach to appliance cords are also available. These 
are often found on hair dryers. Although GFCIs are designed primarily to protect from electric 
shock, they can also prevent some fires, in particular fires that result from a live wire touching 
metal conduit. 


Attached you will find a memorandum prepared by Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
detailing all undertakings to date and describing the most current information about the holiday 
tree.  According to Carrie’s thorough assessment, we are faced with a scenario of possible 
outages of the tree based on the weather conditions.  This is certainly an industry wide 
occurrence as the tree is intended for outdoor use.  We will continue to monitor this actively 
throughout the season and take necessary steps to have the tree function as intended, either 
be on or be off. 


R10E2



http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_current

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrocution

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circuit_breaker
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 


DATE: August 14, 2014 


TO: Lauren Wood, Director of Public Services 


FROM: Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 


SUBJECT: Holiday Tree Update 


In 2012, the DPS in cooperation with the PSD purchased a “Giant Everest” tree from 
Wintergreen Corporation.  Much consideration was given to the fact that this would be an artificial 
tree, however, the look and feel of the selected tree is very natural and the most realistic looking 
on the market.  In order to make this tree so realistic looking, the frame is built in such a way 
that it holds “branches”.  The frame consists of 12 rings stacked on top of one another and 
branches are attached to the rings at an angle to achieve the desired look.  Each branch has its 
own set of lights, having a male plug that is inserted into a female housing attached to the ring 
frame.  Each ring then has one or more cords that hang down though the inside of the entire 
frame to be plugged into an outlet at the base.  The tree has 22,260 LED lights on it, spread 
over approximately 300 branches.  This means there are 300 connection points into the wiring 
harness of the frame and additional connection points into the outlets. 


Because we had issues with portions of the tree or the entire tree going dark over this past 
season, contact was made with the supplier and also a reliable electrical contractor to trouble 
shoot the issues and determine the best course of action.  The connection points of the wiring 
harness referred to above and also the amount of cording connections needed to achieve a 35 
foot tree were determined to be the cause of the GFCI outlet tripping.  If a small amount of 
water is allowed into any of these points, whether it is the branch connection to the female 
housing on the frame, or the cord connection to the outlet, the GFCI outlet trips, causing one or 
several dark areas in the tree.  We have used 3 GFCI outlets on separate circuits to 
accommodate the tree due to the amount of cording needed to plug into.  That is why a portion 
of the tree at times would go out.  It all depended on where the water was able to make its 
way in.  As you know, the weather this past season was extraordinary which contributed to the 
numerous outages as well. 


After the holiday season, we had an electrician try several different configurations on what 
sections of the tree were plugged into what outlet and it did not make a difference, there was 
not a certain outlet or cord or section of frame that was the culprit of the outages.  Basically, 
the GFCI outlets are doing what they are supposed to do; they are designed to stop the 
interference of water with the electrical to prevent electrical shock.  Another contributor to the 


2







GFCI popping or tripping is the fact that the tree has LED lights.  While there are many benefits 
of LED lights, they do not warm up like incandescent lights.  This is important because the 
difference is the moisture affecting the tripping will cause it to happen quicker.  If the wires are 
warmer, the water or moisture evaporates and may not cause the tripping.  The electrician also 
found that some of the connection points on the frame where the branch plugs into were 
corroded, which could contribute to tripping.  These parts are under warranty and have been 
replaced.  Approximately 10 branches had light strands that had wearing of the wires at the 
connection points which could have caused tripping.  The supplier also replaced these light 
strands, again under warranty.   There is a 5 year warranty on all parts and materials.  No 
issues or concerns were found during making contacts with distributors and manufacturers of 
this tree with regard to faulty or defective items. 


To summarize what work has been done so far:  1) Electrician tested all sections of tree to try 
to find source of nuisance tripping. 2) Worn wires and corroded socket fixtures have been 
replaced under warranty. 3) Recommendations from the electrician have been provided for 
installation for the upcoming season.  Recommendations are as follows:  Replace all corroded 
fixtures (received all parts and replacement in progress), seal all connection points with 
approved electrical caulk (in progress), create weatherproof boots for tree cords at outlet plug 
(in progress), spray electric grease to disperse water at each branch location at time of install 
(will be part of installation work) and lastly condense all cording so that only one GFCI outlet is 
used (in progress). 


The Giant Everest tree has been sold throughout the Country and is on display outdoors in 
many areas, including the Memphis Zoo and Cincinnati Zoo, Macy’s, Sea World, Six Flags, and 
other municipalities and town squares.   GFCI outlet usage has caused nuisance tripping in 
other communities as well.  We will continue to monitor and make modifications as needed to 
the set up process with the guidance of an electrician.  The modifications that are in progress 
will help to contribute to less tripping of the GFCI outlet, but will not guarantee the tree remain 
on all the time. 
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