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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION AGENDA 
JANUARY 12, 2015 


MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M. 


 
 


I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Stuart Lee Sherman, Mayor 
 


II. ROLL CALL 
Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
 


III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION 
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Announcements: 
• Barbara Heller, Chair of the Birmingham Public Arts Board (PAB), will be discussing 


public art in our community on Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 PM in the Rotary Room of 
the Baldwin Public Library.   Information about the updated walking tour maps, history 
of current installations, and new acquisitions will give everyone a fresh appreciation for 
the beauty that surrounds us in our community. 


 
Appointments: 
A. Interviews for appointment to the Public Arts Board.    
 1. Barbara Heller, 176 Linden Rd. 
 2. Phyllis Klinger, 1844 Bowers St. 
 3. Maggie Mettler, 544 Wallace St. 
B. To appoint _____________ as a resident member to the Public Arts Board to serve a 


three-year term to expire January 28, 2018. 
C. To appoint _____________ as a resident member to the Public Arts Board to serve a 


three-year term to expire January 28, 2018. 
D. To appoint _____________ as a regular member to the Public Arts Board to serve the 


remainder of a three-year term to expire January 28, 2016. 
E. Interviews for appointment to the Martha Baldwin Park Board. 
 1. Charles Blank, 943 Donmar Court 
 2. Ronald Buchanan, 1280 Suffield 
F. To appoint _______________ as a male member, on the Martha Baldwin Park Board to 


serve the remainder of a four-year term to expire May 1, 2015. 
G. Administration of oath to the appointed board members. 
 


IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 


A. Approval of City Commission minutes of December 15, 2014. 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of December 


17, 2014 in the amount of $ 1,122,076.13. 
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C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of December 
30, 2014 in the amount of $ 477,633.01. 


D. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of January 7, 
2015 in the amount of $ 2,546,382.33. 


E. Resolution approving a request submitted by the Lungevity Foundation to hold Breathe 
Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 6, 2015, contingent upon compliance with 
all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further pursuant to 
any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the 
time of the event. 


F. Resolution setting a public hearing date for February 9, 2015 to consider an application 
for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan for All Seasons Senior Living at 820 E. 
Maple. 


 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 


A. Public Hearing of Confirmation – Hamilton Alley – Hamilton Avenue to Park Street. 
1. Resolution confirming Special Assessment Roll No. 864, to defray the cost of 


construction of new concrete pavement on Hamilton Alley-Hamilton Avenue to 
Park Street (complete resolution in agenda packet). 


B. Resolution approving the suggested amendments to the purchasing guidelines as 
outlined in the memo dated December 29, 2014 relating to Federal grant and non-
federal purchases. 


C. Ordinance amending the Sign Ordinance of the City of Birmingham, Article 1, Section 
1.06, Temporary Business Sign Standards,  Subsection E, to permit Vacant Window 
Covering. 


           -AND- 
Ordinance amending the Sign Ordinance of the City of Birmingham, Article 2, Table B, 
Temporary Business Sign Standards, to add Vacant Window Coverings Standards. 


D. Resolution concurring in the City Manager’s appointment of Mark Gerber as Finance 
Director/Treasurer, effective January 17, 2015. 


 
VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 


 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 


A. Paula Butler, Bloomfield Hills, regarding West Maple  
B. Robert Gibbs, 240 Martin, regarding West Maple 
C. Pleasant Street Neighborhood Petition, regarding West Maple 
 


IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 


X. REPORTS 
A. Commissioner Reports 
B. Commissioner Comments 
C. Advisory Boards, Committees, Commissions’ Reports and Agendas 
D. Legislation 
E. City Staff 


1. Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner Operations Report, submitted by  
          Assistant Finance Director Gerber and City Engineer O’Meara. 
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2. 2014 Museum Year in Review Report, submitted by Museum Director Pielack. 
3. Parks and Recreation Board Report, submitted by Director of Public Services 


Wood. 
 


XI. ADJOURN 
 
NOTICE:  Individuals requiring accommodations, such as mobility, visual, hearing, interpreter or other assistance, for 
effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 (voice), or (248) 644-
5115 (TDD) at least one day in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta 
reunión deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día 
antes de la reunión pública. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO 
PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 


At the regular meeting of Monday, January 12, 2015 the Birmingham City Commission 
intends to appoint to the Public Arts Board two members to serve three-year terms to 
expire January 28, 2018 and one member to serve the remainder of a three-year term to 
expire January 28, 2016.


In so far as possible, the members shall represent a major cultural institution, a registered 
architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art historian, and an art consultant.  
Members may also be members of the Historic District Commission, Design Review Board, 
the Parks and Recreation Board, or the Planning Board. 


The objectives of the Public Arts Board are to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage; 
to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives 
of the City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors; and to establish an 
environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated by 
providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 


Interested citizens may apply for this position by submitting an application available from the 
city clerk's office.  Applications must be submitted to the city clerk's office on or before noon 
on Wednesday, January 7, 2015.  These applications will appear in the public agenda for the 
regular meeting at which time the commission will discuss recommendations, and may make 
nominations and vote on the appointments. 


SUGGESTED ACTION: 
To appoint _____________ as a resident member to the Public Arts Board to serve a three-
year term to expire January 28, 2018. 


To appoint _____________ as a resident member to the Public Arts Board to serve a three-
year term to expire January 28, 2018. 


To appoint _____________ as a regular member to the Public Arts Board to serve the 
remainder of a three-year term to expire January 28, 2016.
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PUBLIC ARTS BOARD
City Code - Chapter 78, Article V 
Terms - 3 years 
Members - At least 4 members shall be residents of the City of Birmingham.  The remaining members
may or may not be residents of Birmingham.  In so far as possible, the members shall represent a
major cultural institution, a registered architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art historian,
and an art consultant.  Members may also be members of the HDDRC, the Parks and Recreation
Board, or the Planning Board. 
Objectives -  
 to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage;  
 to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives of the


City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors;  
 to establish an environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated 


by providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 


Last Name First Name


Home Address


Home
Business 
Fax


E-Mail Appointed Term Expires


Abbott Emily


586 Fairfax


(248) 877-4794


emilyannabbott@gmail.com


Student Representative


Birmingham 48009


12/31/20142/11/2014


Heller Barbara


176 Linden


(248) 540-1310


(313) 833-7834


bheller@dia.org


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20151/28/2002


Klinger Phyllis


1844 Bowers


(248) 594-4240


pklingerlawfirm@yahoo.com


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20153/18/2013


Kowaleski Diane


750 Hazelwood


248-594-1974


dfkowal@gmail.com


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20174/23/2012
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Last Name First Name


Home Address


Home
Business 
Fax


E-Mail Appointed Term Expires


Lividini Kara


412 Berwyn


313.645.9511


ktertzag@gmail.com


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20177/28/2014


Parsons Sally


1335 Willow Lane


(248) 646-6258


sallyparsons@earthlink.net


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20168/9/2004


Sherbin Meredith


1201 Brookwood


(248) 642-5041


merbear56@gmail.com


Student Representative


Birmingham 48009


12/31/20142/11/2014


Vacant 1/28/2016


Wells Linda


588 Cherry Ct.


(248) 647-1165


wells4456@comcast.net


Resident Member


Birmingham 48009


1/28/20162/11/2013
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December November October September August July June May April March February January


Barbara Heller no no no yes yes yes no yes yes no


Phyllis Klinger yes no yes yes yes no yes yes yes


Diane Kowaleski yes no yes no no yes yes no yes yes


Kara Lividini no yes no


Sally Parsons yes yes yes no no yes yes no yes


Linda Wells yes yes yes no yes yes no yes yes no


Ginny Reynolds no no no no


Kathryn Ambrose no


Red - no meeting


Gray - no longer serving on the board
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO THE 
MARTHA BALDWIN PARK BOARD 


At the regular meeting of Monday, April 28, 2014 the Birmingham City Commission 
intends to appoint one male member to the Martha Baldwin Park Board to serve the 
remainder of a four-year term to expire May 1, 2015. Members must be electors of the 
City of Birmingham. 


Interested parties may submit an application to the city clerk's office on or before noon on 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014.  Applications will appear in the public agenda at which time 
the commission will discuss recommendations, and may make nominations and vote on 
appointments.  


Board Duties 
The Martha Baldwin Park Board consists of two men and two women whose duties are to 
control and manage the Martha Baldwin Park. 


SUGGESTED ACTION: 
To appoint _______________ as a male member, on the Martha Baldwin Park Board to 
serve the remainder of a four-year term to expire May 1, 2015. 


Resubmitted from April 28, 2014 
City Commission Meeting. 
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MARTHA BALDWIN PARK BOARD
Chapter 78 - Section 78-56 Ordinance No. 65, Adopted May 10, 1915
Members - 4 
Terms - 4 years 
Appointment by City Commission 
Job Requirements: "…shall consist of four persons who shall be electors of the city…membership 
of the board shall at all times consist of two men and two women."


Last Name First Name


Home Address


Home
Business 
Fax


E-Mail Appointed Term Expires


Forrester Linda


1252 S. Bates


248-646-3442


linozfor@att.net


5/1/20157/9/2012


Kenning* Robert


1700 Villa


(248) 642-6161 5/1/20166/8/1992


McKee Jane


392 Ferndale


(248) 644-1029 5/1/20167/10/2000


Vacant


male member
5/1/2015
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
DECEMBER 15, 2014 


MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M.


I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Stuart Lee Sherman, Mayor, called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 


II. ROLL CALL
ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Sherman 


Commissioner Dilgard 
Mayor Pro Tem Hoff  
Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Moore 
Commissioner Nickita  
Commissioner Rinschler 


Absent,  None 


Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, Clerk Pierce, DPS Director Wood, 
City Engineer O’Meara, Police Chief Studt, City Planner Ecker,  


III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS,
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.


12-295-14  INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
Bob Borgan, President of the Birmingham Area Senior Coordinating Council (BASCC), introduced 
Cris Braun, new Executive Director of BASCC.   


The Police Chief introduced new police officers Casey Pedersen and Jordan Zale.  The Clerk 
administered the oath.   


12-296-14  PROCLAMATIONS 
The Commission presented a proclamation to Charles Tallinger in recognition of his forty years 
of service as an Auxiliary Police Officer. 


12-297-14 APPOINTMENT TO THE 
MULTI MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 


MOTION: Motion by Hoff: 
To appoint Vionna Adams, 2109 Dorchester, to the Multi Modal Transportation Board to serve 
the remainder of a one-year term to expire March 24, 2015. 


VOTE:  Yeas, 7 
Absent, None 


IV. CONSENT AGENDA
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order
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of business and considered under the last item of new business. 
12-298-14 APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION: Motion by McDaniel, seconded by Dilgard: 
To approve the consent agenda as follows: 
A. Approval of City Commission minutes of December 8, 2014. 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of December 


10, 2014 in the amount of $784,292.93. 
C. Resolution approving the purchase of one (1) new 2015 Ford Explorer 4X4 from 


Signature Ford Lincoln, through the Macomb County extendable purchasing contract 
#51-13 A.9.c for a total expenditure of $26,521. Funds for this purchase are available in 
the Auto Equipment Fund, account #641.441.006-971.0100. 


D. Resolution approving the Amendment to the Golf Car Lease Agreement between the City 
of Birmingham and Pifer, Inc. for an additional $600.00 per car per year or a total 
increase per year in the amount of $3,600; and further authorizing the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign the amended lease documents on behalf of the City. Funds for this lease 
are contained with the Equipment Rental line item, account # 597-753.002-941.0000. 


E. Resolution accepting the resignation of George Stern from the Museum Board, thanking 
Mr. Stern for his service, and directing the Clerk to begin the process to fill the vacancy. 


F. Resolution authorizing the filing of an application for the annual permit for work on state 
highways and designating Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer, as the officer authorized to 
sign permits required by the State of Michigan beginning January 1, 2015, in accordance 
with the requirements of the application and permit. In his absence, the designated 
officer shall be Brendan Cousino, Assistant City Engineer. 


ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner Dilgard 
Mayor Pro Tem Hoff 
Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Moore 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Rinschler 
Mayor Sherman  


Nays,  None 
Absent, None 
Abstentions, None 


V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


VI. NEW BUSINESS
12-299-14 MULTI MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 


2015 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
City Engineer O’Meara explained that the Multi Modal Transportation Board recommended the 
City proceed with the construction of the local streets and make the ADA handicap 
improvements where needed.  He noted that this will not prohibit the neighborhood connector 
routes to be built at a later date.   


Mayor Pro Tem Hoff questioned the plan for Martin Street near the Baldwin House.  Mr. 
O’Meara explained that the road is currently interrupted by the parking equipment for the 
Chester Street Parking Structure.  The City is currently in the process of trying to obtain the 
right-of-way.  The new office building has donated their right-of-way to the City.  Mr. O’Meara 
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is working with the Baldwin House regarding their portion of the right-of-way.  He stated that 
the road would be two lanes between Southfield and Chester with sidewalks on both sides of 
the street and street lights.   
 
MOTION:  Motion by Rinschler, seconded by Nickita: 
To endorse the Multi-Modal Transportation Board’s review of the following 2015 construction 
projects as they relate to the Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan: 


Maryland Blvd. – Southlawn Blvd. to 14 Mile Rd. 
Henrietta St. – Northlawn Blvd. to 14 Mile Rd. 
Southlawn Blvd. – Bates St. to Pierce St. 
Martin St. – Southfield Rd. to Chester St. 
Mansfield Rd. – Sheffield Rd. to 14 Mile Rd. 
Chester St. – Maple Rd. to Martin St. 
Derby Rd. – CN Railroad Bridge to Eton Rd. 


and to direct the Engineering Department to proceed with these designs as described. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 


Nays, None  
  Absent, None 
 
City Engineer O’Meara reviewed the discussion by the Multi Modal Transportation Board 
regarding the neighborhood parking needs on Oak Street.  He noted that the Board 
recommended that four blocks, Suffield to Lakepark, furthest away from the school not have 
any parking.  This would allow the road to be narrowed down to thirty feet and include two 
lanes of traffic and two bike lanes. 
 
Mr. O’Meara explained the Board recommended the installation of a traffic island at Lakepark to 
slow speeds.  The next three blocks would be a two lane road with bike lanes through Suffield.  
At Suffield it would transition back to a thirty-nine foot road with one lane of parking on the 
south side which would continue to Chesterfield.  The project would stop at the Chesterfield 
intersection as the school was not able to make a determination on their parking needs in time 
for the 2015 construction schedule. 
 
Commissioner Rinschler suggested the road be narrowed with no parking lane if there is no 
clear need for parking or have a thirty-six foot road the entire length instead of narrowing.  
 
Commissioner Nickita supported the thirty foot road width.  He questioned to what degree 
parking is needed and suggested parking be diminished to the lowest level possible.   
 
City Planner Ecker explained that the Board heard a lot of feedback on this issue.  She noted 
the police department did a parking count which showed that parking is hardly used except at 
the school.  She noted that the school parking overflows at various times.   
 
The Commission discussed parking and the width of the road.  Commissioner McDaniel stated 
that it would be a mistake to take the parking away.  Commissioner Rinschler stated that 
another meeting with the school is needed.  Mayor Pro Tem Hoff expressed concern with 
moving forward on the street without the school input.  Mayor Sherman expressed concern as 
the City cannot determine the extent of the parking need until the school determines their 
parking need. 
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MOTION: Motion by Rinschler, seconded by Nickita: 
To make the road width thirty feet on Oak from Chesterfield to Lakepark and to have the Multi 
Modal Transportation Board and designers do their best job of putting in the bike lanes. 
 
Mr. O’Meara confirmed for Mayor Sherman that the road could be restriped if parking becomes 
an issue. 
 
The Commission discussed the traffic island.  Mayor Pro Tem Hoff questioned the need for a 
traffic island if the road is thirty feet.  Ms. Ecker explained that it is a traffic calming measure.  
Commissioner Nickita agreed that it would have a calming effect.  Mike Labadie, traffic 
consultant, expressed support of the thirty foot width.  He stated that a traffic island is not 
necessary; however it identifies the need to slow down.  Mayor Sherman added that he would 
like to look at the traffic island again as they are obtrusive and ugly.  Commissioner Nickita 
noted that there are better ways to build islands.   
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 


Nays, None  
  Absent, None 
 
Mr. O’Meara noted that the removal of the traffic signal at Chesterfield and Oak should be 
discussed as the recommendation is to make it a two-way stop. 
 
The Commission agreed that this item should be deferred until the school parking need is 
determined.   
 
MOTION:  Motion by Rinschler, seconded by Nickita: 
To defer the discussion on the light at Chesterfield and Oak until the City is able to have a 
discussion with the schools as the objective is to make the intersection as safe as possible. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 


Nays, None  
  Absent, None 
 
12-300-14  TRANSFER OF FRANCHISES 
   COMCAST TO MIDWEST CABLE 
Elaine McClain, Chair of Cable Board, explained the mission of the Cable Board.  She explained 
that transfer from Comcast to Midwest Cable, LLC, which will ultimately become GreatLand 
Connections, is being examined by the FCC, FTC, and Department of Justice.  She noted that 
the Cable Board recommended the transfer be approved with the seven conditions as listed in 
the resolution. 
 
Fred Eton, Government Affairs Manager for Comcast, explained that the transfer is a result of 
the proposed acquisition by Comcast of Time Warner Cable.  The acquisition will cause Comcast 
to become too big as the FCC prescribed that no one operator could have more than 30% of 
the market in the United States.  This would take Comcast past that threshold.  He pointed out 
that the ruling was tossed out by the courts; however Comcast has decided to observe it.  He 
noted that 40% of the GreatLand Connections customers will be in Michigan.  He noted that the 
transfer will only occur if the Time Warner acquisition is approved by the feds.  If the 
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acquisition fails, customers will continue with Comcast.  He pointed out that customers will not 
have to swap cable boxes or change phone numbers, however eventually emails would change. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Pro Tem Hoff, City Attorney Currier confirmed that the 
name change to GreatLand Connections will not occur until after the transfer of Comcast to 
Midwest Cable which is the reason GreatLand Connections is not referenced in the resolution. 
 
MOTION: Motion by McDaniel, seconded by Nickita: 
To adopt the resolution of consent to the transfer of control of the City of Birmingham 
franchises from Comcast to Midwest Cable, LLC in the manner described in the Agreement and 
Plan of Merger dated April 25, 2014, subject to the Conditions Precedent and Conditions 
Subsequent: 
WHEREAS, Comcast of Colorado/Florida/Michigan/New Mexico/Pennsylvania/Washington (Comcast) is a 


current cable franchisee for the Local Franchising Authorities within the Birmingham Area Cable 
Board (BACB); and, 


 
WHEREAS, Comcast and Midwest Cable submitted an application on June 17, 2014 for Franchising 


Authority Consent to the transfer of control of the cable television franchise; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Local Franchising Authority is relying upon such information as contained in the FCC Form 


394 application, documents, and additional information provided by Comcast and acted upon the 
application and such information for Franchising Authority Consent. The Local Franchising 
Authority intends to consent to the transfer of control subject to the acceptance of the terms and 
conditions set forth herein with the hope that such consent is in the best interest of the Local 
Franchising Authority. 


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 


1.  The Local Franchising Authority does hereby consent to the transfer of control of the 
Franchisee from Comcast to Midwest Cable, LLC in the manner described in the 
Agreement and Plan of Merger dated April 25, 2014, subject to the following conditions 
precedent and conditions subsequent: 


 
Conditions Precedent 


a) The written representation by Comcast that it will promptly notify the Local Franchising 
Authority, in writing, of any change in service or operation in the cable system serving 
the Local Franchising Authority's community and/or change in the personnel directly 
responsible for the operation of the cable system in contemplation of, or as a result of 
consummation of the Agreement and Plan of Merger; and, 


b) The prompt and proper remediation of all existing defaults, if any, under the current 
Cable Franchise Agreement with Local Franchising Authority, pursuant to PA 480 of 2006 
or other applicable law, as may be specified in writing by the Local Franchising Authority; 
and, the representation in writing by Comcast that it has no knowledge of any defaults 
except those that are identified by it; and, 


c) The Transferee agrees in writing to accept and be bound by the lawful terms and 
conditions of the Franchise Agreement and the cable regulatory ordinances, pursuant to 
PA 480 of 2006 or other applicable law. This Resolution is without prejudice to the right 
of the Local Franchising Authority, Comcast, and Transferee to take positions with 
respect to what constitutes applicable state law; provided, however, that in all instances, 
the Transferee will assume all lawful obligations of such franchise. 


d) All prior written agreements between the Franchisee and the Local Franchising Authority 
and any of the Local Franchising Authority's member communities, apart from the 
Franchise Agreement, shall remain in full force and effect, until such time as proper 
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written notice is provided to change such terms and conditions and the Transferee shall 
cause the same to be honored by the Franchisee. 


e) The written representation by Comcast that all franchise fees that are currently due the 
Local Franchising Authority have been paid in full and on time. 


 
Conditions Subsequent 


a) The Local Franchising Authority's approval shall be voidable if the Agreement and Plan of 
Merger is not consummated by August 31, 2015, or such Agreement is terminated prior 
to that time without the same having been consummated; and, 


b) The Transaction itself does not require any rate increases. To the extent that rate 
changes are made in the future, Midwest Cable will provide customers and the LFAs with 
reasonable notice of any such changes. 


 
Grant of Consent 


The Local Franchising Authority's grant of consent to the transfer of Comcast, to Midwest Cable, LLC 
pursuant to the Agreement and Plan of Merger dated April 25, 2014 shall be effective immediately  
subject to the above conditions, and further requires Comcast to notify the Local Franchising Authority 
promptly upon the closing of the transaction described in the aforementioned Agreement and Plan of 
Merger. The Local Franchising Authority is hereby authorized to enter into, execute and deliver in the 
name of the Local Franchising Authority a certificate along with such other documents as may be 
necessary evidencing this Resolution without further act or Resolution of the governing body. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 


Nays, None  
  Absent, None 
 
12-301-14  BROWNFIELD REVOLVING LOAN FUND DISCUSSION 
Mayor Sherman explained that the issue relates to a proposal placed in a Brownfield 
Development Plan requesting the City establish a revolving fund which is contrary to the current 
policy.    
 
The Commission agreed that the policy should not be changed.   
 
12-302-14  CLOSED SESSION REQUEST 
   ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE COMMUNICATION 
MOTION:   Motion by Nickita, seconded by McDaniel: 
To meet in closed session to discuss an attorney/client privilege communication in accordance 
with Section 8(h) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Hoff 


Commissioner McDaniel 
Commissioner Moore 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Rinschler 
Commissioner Dilgard  
Mayor Sherman  


Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
Abstentions, None 
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12-303-14  CLOSED SESSION REQUEST 
   LAND ACQUISITION 
MOTION: Motion by McDaniel, seconded by Rinschler: 
To meet in closed session to discuss land acquisition pursuant to Section 8(d) of the Open 
Meetings Act.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner McDaniel 


Commissioner Moore 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Rinschler 
Commissioner Dilgard  
Mayor Pro Tem Hoff 
Mayor Sherman  


Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
Abstentions, None 


 
VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 


 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 


 
IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 


 
X. REPORTS 


12-304-14  COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
The Commission intends to appoint members to the Museum Board on January 12, 2015. 
 
12-305-14  CITY STAFF REPORTS 
The Commission received the Maple Rd. & Chester St. Landscape Improvements report 
submitted by City Engineer O’Meara. 
 
City Manager Valentine noted that the Water Resources Commissioner will be attending the 
January 26th Commission meeting.  Commissioner Rinschler suggested the public be made 
aware that the Water Resources Commissioner will be attending the Commission meeting.  
Commissioner McDaniel suggested the Commission discuss the issues at the January 12th prior 
to the visit by the Water Resources Commissioner.  
 
The Commission recessed to closed session at 9:34 PM. 
The Commission reconvened in open session at 10:13 PM. 
 


XI. ADJOURN 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 10:13 PM. 
 
 
 
Laura M. Pierce 
City Clerk 
 
 








Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/17/2014


01/12/2015


100.001280 FAIRFAX LLCMISC231713


200.0019TH DISTRICT COURT001274*231714


100.004 EVER WATERTITE LLCMISC231715


500.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*231716


1,000.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*231717


299,198.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*231718


2,938.00ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284231719


413.27AETNA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LLC007266*231721


521.96AIS CONSTRUCTION CO003431231723


1,857.50AKT PEERLESS004657*231724


1,119.91ALLIE BROTHERS, INC005795231725


200.00AMERICAN STANDARD ROOFINGMISC231727


5,000.00AMR E ABBAS & MONA HIDAYETMISC231728


151.28ARAMARK003946231729


100.00ARPINO BUILDERS INCMISC231730


65.00ARTECH PRINTING INC000500231731


907.18AT&T006759*231732


55.00AT&T007216*231733


2,500.00ATELIER ARCHITECT PCMISC231734


1,000.00AUDRIK INC DBA ROTO ROOTERMISC231735


7,096.40AUTOMATED BENEFIT SVCS INC004027*231736


200.00AVALON CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC231738


200.00AVER SIGN COMPANYMISC231739


500.00BABI CONSTRUCTION INCMISC231740


4,700.00BABI CONSTRUCTION INCMISC231741


5,804.96BARRETT PAVING MATERIALS INC.000511231745


134.23BASCC000513*231746


42.92BATTERIES PLUS003012231747


230.21BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345231748


152.95BILLINGS LAWN EQUIPMENT002231231750


8,828.00BIRMINGHAM LAWN MAINTENANCE006683231751


100.00BIRMINGHAM RAQUET CLUBMISC231752


200.00BLOOMFIELD CONSTRUCTION COMISC231753


10.50BLUE WATER INDUSTRIAL000542231754


3,515.00KAREN D. BOTA000546231755


5.72BOUND TREE MEDICAL, LLC003526231756


2,500.00BRANDYWINE CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC231757


2,584.32BUSINESS CARD005289*231761


600.00C & C CUSTOM BUILDERS, LTDMISC231762


100.00CADUCIO, FERNANDOMISC231763


500.00CARLYSLE & LLOYD INCMISC231765


100.00CERTIFIED HOME IMPROVEMENT LLCMISC231769


100.00CHESS HOME IMPROVEMENTSMISC231770


4B







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/17/2014


01/12/2015


119.63 CINTAS CORPORATION000605231771


100.00 CITI ROOFING COMISC231773


1,287.00 COFINITY004026*231774


115.75 COMCAST007625*231775


6,312.39 CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*231776


1,174.15 CONTRACTORS CLOTHING CO002668*231777


500.00 COUNTRYSIDE CONSTRUCTIONMISC231778


29.50 CRAIN'S DETROIT BUSINESS005742231779


150.00 CRITICAL HEATING & COOLING LLCMISC231780


82.44 CYNERGY WIRELESS004386231781


29,274.27 D & D WATER & SEWER, INC.007442*231782


45.00 DAVID SHARICKMISC*231784


100.00 DBA OF II LLCMISC231785


1,095.05 DELTA TEMP INC000956231787


137.70 DENTEMAX, LLC006907*231789


100.00 DESIGNER HOMES INCMISC231790


341.70 DETROIT CHEMICAL & PAPER SUPPLY007359231791


1,857.49 JACK DOHENY SUPPLIES INC000186*231792


22.23 DOWNRIVER REFRIGERATION000190*231793


106,392.75 DRV CONTRACTORS, LLC006700*231794


100.00 DRYSDALE, NICHOLASMISC231795


3,176.50 EJ USA, INC.000196*231797


200.00 ELITEA LLCMISC231798


382.50 ANN GODFREY ENDRES000202*231799


13,400.00 ENSEICOM, INC.004367231800


10.00 ALEXANDRA ESSLINGER007637*231801


184.84 ETNA SUPPLY001495*231802


1,536.84 FACILITY MATRIX GROUP INC006704*231803


114.48 RAYMOND FAES004765*231804


100.00 FEDERAL PAVING INCMISC231805


59.08 FEDEX000936*231806


100.00 FERNANDO C CADUCIO & ANTHONY CMISC231807


40.50 FIRST ADVANTAGE LNS SCREENING007366231808


100.00 FRANK PETRUZZELLOMISC231809


300.00 GARDNER BUILDERS INCMISC231810


339.50 GASOW VETERINARY000223231811


135.43 GORDON FOOD004604231812


826.30 GRAINGER000243231813


135.90 GREAT LAKES POPCORN CO000245231814


2,120.00 GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531231816


974.48 H2O COMPLIANCE SERVICE INC005959231817


582.00 NATASHA HAASE006799*231818


16,213.64 J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261231819







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/17/2014


01/12/2015


51.00 HAYES GRINDING001672231820


200.00 HOMESPECMISC231823


1,060.00 HYDRO DESIGNS INC000948231824


115.00 ICC CERTIFICATION RENEWALS007632*231825


237.30 INDUSTRIAL BROOM & BRUSH000340231826


40.00 INTERSTATE BATTERY SYSTEM000342231828


100.00 ITALY AMERICAN CONSTRUCTION COMISC231829


1,887.01 J.T. EXPRESS, LTD.000344231830


200.00 JAY-BUILT CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC231831


452.97 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458231832


100.00 JOHN GRAHAM TOTAL CONSTRUCTION, INCMISC231833


200.00 JOHN MCCARTER CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC231834


11,650.00 JOHNSTON LEWIS ASSO INC003746*231835


845.02 JULIAN JONIKMISC*231836


447.31 KCS SUPPLYMISC231838


200.00 KEARNS BROTHERS INCMISC231839


82.50 KELLER THOMA000891231840


225.00 KGM DISTRIBUTORS INC004088231841


104.94 CHRISTOPHER KOCH002659*231842


14.98 KROGER COMPANY000362*231843


294.59 KROPF MECHANICAL SERVICE COMPANY005876231844


200.00 LIFESTYLE BUILDING AND RENOVATIONMISC231849


3,400.00 LIVE WELL CUSTOM HOMES LLCMISC231850


1,500.00 LOUIS ANTHONY PICCARIELLOMISC231851


1,400.00 M ROSE CONSTRUCTIONMISC231852


200.00 M W MORSS INCMISC231853


100.00 MAJIC WINDOW COMPANYMISC231854


665.00 MAJIK GRAPHICS INC001417231855


500.00 MARGARET R. CLEMENT TRUSTMISC231856


200.00 METRO DETROIT SIGNS INCMISC231857


70.00 METROPOLITAN MECH. INSP. ASSN.001210231858


1,138.63 MICHIGAN CHANDELIER - SF003860*231859


1,460.82 MOBILE HEALTH RESOURCES007163231864


3,696.12 MONTGOMERY & SONS INC001452231865


6,400.00 MUSKOVITZ, STEVEN HMISC231866


95.00 MWEA005662231867


4,507.00 NELSON BROTHERS SEWER001194*231868


5,668.34 NILFISK-ADVANCE INC.005431*231869


15.00 M.J. NOBLE CO. INC.001169231870


200.00 NORTHERN SIGN CO INCMISC231871


100.00 NU-IMAGE INSTALLS LTDMISC231872


680.85 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359*231873


100.00 OAKES ROOFING SIDING & WINDOWS INCMISC231874







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/17/2014


01/12/2015


500.00 OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE002853231875


771.06 OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC003461231876


58.00 OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC006599*231878


163.50 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370231879


548.43 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481*231881


200.00 OGNE REMODELING & RESTORATIONMISC231882


427.55 OXFORD OVERHEAD DOOR SALES CO.001626231884


200.00 PELLA WINDOWS & DOORS, INC.MISC231885


339.44 PEPSI COLA001753*231886


100.00 PERSPECTIVES CUSTOM CABINETRY INCMISC231887


2,500.00 PETERSON, WIAND, BOES & COMPANYMISC231888


2,000.00 PETERSON, WIAND, BOES & COMPANYMISC231889


500.00 PLUNKETT, DAVID EMISC231890


1,218.00 POSTMASTER000801*231891


2,389.64 POSTMASTER000801*231892


100.00 PREMIER BUILDER INCMISC231893


2,500.00 PRM CUSTOM BUILDERS LLCMISC231894


500.00 PYRAMID INTERIORS INCMISC231895


2,450.00 R.N.A. JANITORIAL, INC006497*231896


2,100.00 RAFT003447231897


100.00 RENEWAL BY ANDERSONMISC231900


15,760.10 RKA PETROLEUM003554*231902


2,115.00 ROAD COMM FOR OAKLAND CO000478*231903


116.45 EDWARD ROSETT003365*231905


10.90 ROWERDINK, INC006168231906


321.47 MIKE SAVOIE CHEVROLET INC000230231907


100.00 SCOTT AND MILLER INCMISC231908


201.00 SHRED-IT USA-DETROIT004202*231910


2,400.00 SITTO BUILDING & ENGINEERINGMISC231911


864.19 SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO. INC005787231912


3,735.00 SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN SEALANTS INC.005731231913


1,788.43 STATE OF MICHIGAN-MDOT005364*231914


500.00 STEPHEN ROBERT TEMPLETONMISC231915


100.00 STEVE ARMSTRONGMISC231916


67.11 SUBURBAN CADILLAC BUICKMISC231917


32,755.43 SYMETRA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY004355*231918


5,000.00 T G HOMES LLCMISC231919


325.00 TAYLOR FREEZER OF MICH INC001076231920


500.00 TEMPLETON BUILDING COMPANYMISC231921


2,000.00 TEMPLETON, STEPHEN RMISC231922


235.98 TERMINAL SUPPLY CO.000273231923


100.00 THD AT HOME SERVICES INCMISC231924


1,000.00 THE KROGER COMPANYMISC231925







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/17/2014


01/12/2015


1,880.00 THOMAS SEBOLD & ASSOCIATES, INMISC231926


19.44 TOTAL TRAILER005111231927


500.00 TRI PHASE COMMERCIAL CONST LLCMISC231928


17,926.22 UBS FIN SERVICES, INC005331*231929


100.00 UNITECH SERVICESMISC231932


76.02 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231933


60.06 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231934


151.37 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231935


645.85 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231936


293.26 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231937


180.36 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*231938


200.00 VS BIRMINGHAM HOLDINGS LLCMISC231939


200.00 W & W MICHIGAN INVESTMENTS LLCMISC231940


300.00 WALLSIDE INCMISC231941


100.00 WATERFORD TWP FIRE DEPT.004497231942


100.00 WECHSLER CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC231943


514.00 WINDER POLICE EQUIPMENT001438*231944


119.98 WOODWARD CAMERA INC000837231945


283.50 FRANK J ZAMBONI CO. INC006318231947


*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.


B. Sharon Ostin
Director of Finance


$1,122,076.13Grand Total:


Sub Total ACH:


All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.


Sub Total Checks: $710,617.47


$411,458.66







Page 1


1/12/2014


Vendor Name
Transfer 


 Date
Transfer
 Amount


Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/15/2014 122,246.43
Birmingham Schools 12/15/2014 182,811.67
Oakland County Treasurer 12/15/2014 106,400.56


TOTAL 411,458.66


 


                              City of Birmingham
ACH Warrant List Dated 12/3/2014
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Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/30/2014


01/12/2015


13.00STATE OF MICHIGAN001887*231948


2,550.00BOBCAT OF MOTOR CITY000540*231949


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*231950


310.00ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284231951


509.50ACE-TEX ENTERPRISES INC000151231952


150.00ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC.002909231953


165.00AERO FILTER INC000394231954


661.53AIRGAS GREAT LAKES003708*231955


75.69AIS CONSTRUCTION CO003431231956


166.99ALLIE BROTHERS, INC005795*231957


352.30AM-DYN-IC FLUID POWER INC000143231958


147.73ANGELOS SUPPLIES INC.006924231959


425.00GRANT ANKNEY007510*231960


150.00ANTONIO VOZZOLOMISC*231961


228.40ARGUS-HAZCO006859231962


120.00ARTECH PRINTING INC000500231963


114.00AT&T007216*231965


145.00B & B GREASE TRAP & DRAIN002702231966


1,485.51BARRETT PAVING MATERIALS INC.000511*231967


425.00MATTHEW J. BARTALINO003839*231968


9.15BIRMINGHAM LOCKSMITH000524231969


61.11BIRMINGHAM OIL CHANGE CENTER, LLC007624*231970


290.29CITY OF BIRMINGHAM001086*231971


108.50BLUE WATER INDUSTRIAL000542231972


300.00BOLLINGER002395*231973


88.99BOLYARD LUMBER004244231974


363.00LISA MARIE BRADLEY003282*231975


36.70BULLSEYE TELECOM006177*231976


425.00JOEL CAMPBELL000569*231977


425.00CHRISTOPHER CATON000598*231978


960.00CENTRAL PARKING SYSTEM002067*231979


2,160.00CENTRAL PARKING SYSTEM002067*231980


3.00CENTRAL PARKING SYSTEM002067231981


20.00CENTRAL PARKING SYSTEM002067231982


425.00JOHN CHAPMAN000602*231983


106.46CINTAS CORPORATION000605231984


1,807.59CITY OF TROY006942*231985


156.96COMCAST007625*231986


106.05J. M. CONNAUGHTON000626*231987


220.95CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*231988


425.00MARSHALL CRAWFORD007638*231989


1,373.73CUMMINS BRIDGEWAY LLC003923231990


4,453.81CUTWATER INVESTOR SERVICES CORP.006343231991


4C







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/30/2014


01/12/2015


2,591.81 CYNERGY WIRELESS004386231992


425.00 MARK DELAUDER003204*231993


2,301.95 DELTA TEMP INC000956*231994


425.00 CHRISTOPHER DEMAN006999*231995


68.36 DETROIT CHEMICAL & PAPER SUPPLY007359231996


31,202.95 DI PONIO CONTRACTING INC006077*231997


96.86 JACK DOHENY SUPPLIES INC000186231998


425.00 JOHN DONOHUE000187*231999


78.12 DOUGLASS SAFETY SYSTEMS LLC001035232000


21,898.01 DTE ENERGY000179*232001


52,203.91 DTE ENERGY000180*232002


457.62 EJ USA, INC.000196232003


1,122.00 ANN GODFREY ENDRES000202*232004


54.54 TIM EXELBY002008*232005


3,462.33 EZELL SUPPLY CORPORATION000207232006


8,232.32 F.D.M. CONTRACTING INC.006689*232007


447.00 FARO SCREEN PROCESS001972232008


129.50 FLEIS AND VANDENBRINK ENG. INC007314232009


425.00 BRIAN FREELS007289*232010


302.47 GORDON FOOD004604232011


114.00 GREAT AMERICAN BUSINESS PRODUCTS004983*232012


138.49 GREENS OF BIRMINGHAMMISC*232013


425.00 DAVID GREENWOOD000247*232014


119.84 DONALD GRIER007473*232016


1,810.00 GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531232017


18,305.33 J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261232018


4,395.00 HI-TECH SYSTEM SERVICE, INC.004794232019


53,335.40 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE AND001846*232020


1,864.31 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES001956*232021


555.49 HUBBELL ROTH & CLARK INC000331*232022


425.00 THOMAS I. HUGHES003824*232023


46.32 INNOVATIVE OFFICE TECHNOLOGY GROUP007035232024


223.90 INTERSTATE BATTERY SYSTEM000342232025


499.13 J & B MEDICAL SUPPLY002407232026


306.00 JILL JAEGER007573*232027


4,231.00 JAMAR TECHNOLOGIES, INC.007635232028


826.13 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458232029


929.55 JOHNSON HILL LAND ETHICS STUDIO INC003845*232030


425.00 CHRISTOPHER JUDKINS007244*232031


377.00 K/E ELECTRIC SUPPLY007423232032


255.06 KCS SUPPLY007643232033


815.00 KLEIN BROS HARDWOOD INC001114232034


425.00 ADAM KNOWLES007511*232035







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/30/2014


01/12/2015


425.00 JOHN KOBYLAS000359*232036


684.00 JILL KOLAITIS000352*232037


1,710.25 KONE INC004085232038


634.38 KONICA MINOLTA-ALBIN004904*232039


2,236.80 KROPF MECHANICAL SERVICE COMPANY005876*232041


54.50 L-3 GCS005327*232042


465.00 OSCAR W. LARSON CO.002767232043


1,020.21 LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550232044


187.00 LAURA LEPZINSKI007357*232045


146.88 SANDRA LYONS003945*232046


29.85 MADISON HGTS FIRE005116232047


425.00 MARK MISCHLE007306*232048


150.00 MATTIA ANDRIANOMISC*232049


425.00 JIM MCCULLOCH000337*232050


425.00 MICHAEL MCINTYRE007512*232051


243.75 LYDA MCROBERTS007576*232052


6,296.00 MICHIGAN CAT001660232053


174.00 MICHIGAN CHAPTER APWA003788*232054


110.00 MICHIGAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT003129232055


230.00 STATE OF MICHIGAN000646232056


247.32 MIKE MORINMISC232057


50.00 MMTA001783232058


170.00 N.E.S.S.MISC*232059


137.00 NENAMISC232060


365.00 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359232061


58.00 OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC006599*232062


82.00 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370232063


1,678.19 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481232064


4,125.00 OVERHEAD DOOR WEST COMMERCIAL INC.007644232065


180.00 REBECCA PALMER007574*232066


425.00 DAVID PAPANDREA003963*232067


280.62 PEPSI COLA001753*232068


6,775.00 PLANTE & MORAN PLLC000486232069


425.43 POSITIVE PROMOTIONS INC001263232070


15.00 QUALITY METAL IMAGES INC002852232071


50.00 RAPID AIR005930232072


118.43 REPROGRAPHICS ONE INC005282232073


154.00 ROSE PEST SOLUTIONS001181232074


109.65 ROWERDINK, INC006168232075


1,065.00 SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE000758*232076


45.00 SIGNS-N-DESIGNS INC003785232077


425.00 MICHAEL SLACK006591*232078


425.00 ALAN SOAVE003466*232079







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


12/30/2014


01/12/2015


58,745.08 SOCRRA000254*232080


425.00 NICK SOPER007245*232081


201.53 TEKNICOLORS INC001255232082


48.60 TERMINAL SUPPLY CO.000273232083


694.01 TOTAL ARMORED CAR SERVICE, INC.002037*232084


225.00 TRI-COUNTY POWER RODDING, INC004320*232085


247.44 TYCO INTEGRATED SECURITY LLC000155232086


841.59 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*232087


620.00 VIGILANTE SECURITY INC000969232088


103.13 VICTORIA VORONOVICH007579*232089


425.00 WILLIAM WALLACE000296*232090


425.00 PAUL WELLS000301*232091


483.00 LINDSAY WILLEN007355*232092


4,542.06 WINTER EQUIP CO, INC005657232093


2,156.30 WOLVERINE CONTRACTORS INC000306232094


525.00 LAUREN WOOD003890*232095


425.00 R. YENKEL000308*232096


*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.


B. Sharon Ostin
Director of Finance


$477,633.01Grand Total:


Sub Total ACH:


All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.


Sub Total Checks: $344,428.64


$133,204.37
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1/12/2014


Vendor Name
Transfer 


 Date
Transfer
 Amount


Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/23/2014 133,204.37
TOTAL 133,204.37


 


                              City of Birmingham
ACH Warrant List Dated 12/30/2014
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		Sheet1








Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


01/07/2015


01/12/2015


17,926.22UBS FIN SERVICES, INC005331*


200.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*232098


100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*232099


211.38AT&T006759*232100


1,468.50BOB BARKER CO INC001122232101


44.97BATTERIES PLUS003012232102


18.79BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345232103


192.00BIRMINGHAM LOCKSMITH000524232104


56.46CINTAS CORPORATION000605232105


174.56COMCAST007625*232106


147.50COMPUTER SERVICES OF MICHIGAN LLCMISC232107


82.00COMSOURCE INC000621232108


16,432.35CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*232109


129.60CONTRACTORS CONNECTION001367232110


8,495.04DELTA TEMP INC000956232111


659.52DELWOOD SUPPLY000177*232112


792.88JACK DOHENY SUPPLIES INC000186232113


3,500.00DSS CORPORATION000995232114


3,430.06DTE ENERGY000179*232115


3,071.78EJ USA, INC.000196*232116


913.00ANN GODFREY ENDRES000202*232117


106.05EUROCRAFT PROPERTIES LLCMISC*232118


30.60FIRE DEFENSE EQUIP CO INC000213232119


588.10FMG CONCRETE CUTTING007646*232120


19.90GORDON FOOD004604232121


390.09GRAINGER000243232122


209.03GUARDIAN ALARM000249232123


71.50HAYES GRINDING001672232124


238.00HIGHEST HONOR007339232125


187.31JOSHUA HUSTED001307*232126


393.25INDUSTRIAL BROOM & BRUSH000340232127


651.70INTERSTATE BATTERY SYSTEM000342232128


385.98J & B MEDICAL SUPPLY002407232129


76.01MARC JEWELL001579*232130


301.86JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458232131


875.00KROPF MECHANICAL SERVICE COMPANY005876232132


4,462.50MCKENNA ASSOCIATES INC000888232133


150.00MICHIGAN PORTABLE TOILETS, INC001423232135


169.68CHRIS MORTON007568*232136


417.00MR. LOCK002041232137


388.00NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359232138


183.00OAKLAND COUNTY000477*232139


2,038.92OFFICE DEPOT INC000481232140


232097


4D







Meeting of


Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham


AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number


01/07/2015


01/12/2015


78.00PACIFIC TELEMANAGEMENT SERVICES006625*232141


694.27PEPSI COLA001753*232142


405.00PIONEER DOOR COMPANY INC001883232143


240.00QUENCH USA INC006729232144


210.67ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC000493232145


22.49ROWERDINK, INC006168232146


2,675.00SEMCOG002087232147


3,958.20SEQURIS GROUP, LLC006312232148


204.00SESAC001551232149


106,995.32SOCWA001097*232150


243.26SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO. INC005787232151


37.99TEKNICOLORS INC001255232152


2,495.00THREATSTOP007645232153


185.00VIGILANTE SECURITY INC000969232155


9,367.56XEROX CORPORATION007083232156


*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.


B. Sharon Ostin
Director of Finance


$2,546,382.33Grand Total:


Sub Total ACH:


All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.


Sub Total Checks: $198,191.85


$2,348,190.48
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1/12/2015


Vendor Name
Transfer 


 Date
Transfer
 Amount


Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/30/2014 120,390.99
Birmingham Schools 1/2/2015 1,675,558.36
Oakland County Treasurer 1/2/2015 552,241.13


TOTAL 2,348,190.48


 


                              City of Birmingham
ACH Warrant List Dated 1/7/2015





		Warrant List 1-7-2015

		ACH Warrant List 1-7-15

		Sheet1
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 


DATE: December 23, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 


SUBJECT: Special Event Application 
Breathe Deep Michigan 5K Walk 


Attached is a special event application submitted by the Lungevity Foundation requesting 
permission to hold Breathe Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 6, 2015.  The event 
will begin and end in Booth Park.   


The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted. 


The following event is planned to be held in June and does not pose a conflict with the 
proposed event. 


Event Name Date Location 
Farmers Market Sundays Lot 6 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by the Lungevity Foundation requesting permission to hold 
Breathe Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 6, 2015, contingent upon compliance 
with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further pursuant to any 
minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the 
event. 
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SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST NOTIFICATION LETTER 
 
DATE: 12/28/14 
TO: _________________________ 
Residential Property or Business Owner 
_________________________ 
Address 
 
The Birmingham City Code requires that we receive approval from the Birmingham 
City Commission to hold the following special event. The code further requires that 
we notify any property owners or business owners that may be affected by the 
special event of the date and time that the City commission will consider our 
request so that an opportunity exists for comments prior to this approval. 
 
EVENT INFORMATION 
NAME OF EVENT: Breathe Deep Michigan 
LOCATION: Booth Park  
DATE(S) OF EVENT: 6/6/15 
HOURS OF EVENT: 9AM-11:30AM  
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EVENT/ACTIVITY: 5K Walk and Fun Run to raise funds for 
lung cancer research, support and education.  
DATE(S) OF SET-UP: 5/23/15  HOURS OF SET-UP: 7AM-9AM  
DATE(S) OF TEAR-DOWN: 5/23/15  HOURS OF TEAR-DOWN: 11:30AM-12:30PM 
DATE OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING: January 12, 2015  
 
The City commission meets in room 205 of the Municipal Building at 151 Martin at 
7:30PM. A complete copy of the application to hold this special event is 
available for your review at the City Clerk’s Office (248/530-1880). Log on 
to www.bhamgov.org/events for a complete list of special events. 
 
EVENT ORGANIZER: Heather Hermiz and LUNGevity Foundation  
ADDRESS: 218 S. Wabash, Suite 540, Chicago, IL 60604 
PHONE: 248-930-2845 


 


HEADQUARTERS: 218 S. WABASH AVENUE, SUITE 540, CHICAGO, IL 60604   PH: 312.407.6100  F: 312.464.0716  
BETHESDA OFFICE: 6917 ARLINGTON ROAD, SUITE 352, BETHESDA, MD 20814   PH: 240.454.3100  F: 240.497.0034 


W:  LUNGEVITY.ORG 


 











  
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by 12/1/14  DATE OF EVENT: June 6, 2015  
  


DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 


PERMITS 
REQUIRED 


(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 


ESTIMATED 
COSTS 


(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 


not be issued if 
unpaid.) 


ACTUAL 
COSTS 


(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 


after the event) 


 
       


      


BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 


248.530.1850 
Ken Cooper No building department involvement as 


proposed.   None  


FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 


248.530.1900 
FM Bigger 


1. No Smoking in any tents or 
canopy.  Signs to be posted. 


2. All tents and Canopies must be 
flame resistant with certificate on 
site. 


3. No open flame or devices 
emitting flame, fire or heat in any 
tents.  Cooking devices shall not 
be permitted within 20 feet of the 
tents. 


4. Tents and Canopies must be 
properly anchored for the 
weather conditions, no stakes 
allowed. 


5. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be 
matted to prevent trip hazards. 


None None  


DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 


                    EVENT NAME Breathe Deep Michigan 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #15-00010212  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: 1/12/15  







6. Paramedics will respond from the 
fire station as needed. Dial 911 
for fire/rescue/medical 
emergencies. 


7. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or 
fire sprinkler connections on 
buildings. 


 


POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 


248.530.1870 
TK 


Must have sufficient volunteers to assist 
walkers at intersections. Walkers must 
obey all traffic laws. On duty personnel 
to give event extra-patrol. 


 $0  


PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 


248.530.1642 
CF To cover for trash clean up and trash 


receptacles if needed.  $40  


ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 


248.530.1839 
BC 


Proposed route may conflict with Oak St. 
reconstruction project at Lakepark and 
Chesterfield. Coordinate with 
Engineering Dept. four (4) weeks prior to 
event to ensure safe crossings of the 
construction site. 


 $0  


INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 


 Insurance certs needed     


CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 


248.530.1803 
 


Notification letters were mailed by 
applicant 12/28/14. Notification 
addresses on file in the Clerk’s Office.  
Evidence of required insurance must be 
on file with the Clerk’s Office no later 
than 5/22/15. 


Applications for 
vendors license must 
be submitted no later 
than 5/22/15. 


$165 
 


 
 
 


    


TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 


REQUIRED 
 


$40 


ACTUAL 
COST 


 
 
 


  
 
 
 


FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 


      












MEMORANDUM 
Community Development 


DATE: December 29, 2014 


TO:  Joe Valentine, City Manager 


FROM:  Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 


Re: Set Public Hearing to consider a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site 
Plan for All Seasons Senior Living at 820 E. Maple  


The Planning Division requests that the City Commission set a public hearing date for February 9, 
2015 to consider an application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) and Final Site Plan Review 
for All Seasons Senior Living at 820 E. Maple.  The property is currently zoned O-2, Office-
Commercial, and MU-5 and MU-3 in the Triangle Overlay District. All of these zoning districts permit 
food and drink establishments serving alcoholic liquors as a commercial permitted use requiring a 
Special Land Use Permit.   


On May 10, 2010, the City Commission adopted ordinance amendments to Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, and Chapter 126, Zoning, to permit the use of Economic Development Licenses in certain 
areas within the City. Two applications for Economic Development Licenses were previously 
approved for The Stand (formerly Zazios) and Triple Nickel (formerly Crush).  The parcel known as 
820 E. Maple is located in the areas identified allowing the use of Economic Development Licenses. 


On December 10, 2014, the applicant obtained a recommendation of approval from the Planning 
Board on the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit, with the condition that the applicant 
obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals to operate with a liquor license on the south 
portion of the property.  The City Attorney has since ruled that no variance is necessary as the 
operation of an Economic Development liquor license is permitted anywhere on the parcel upon 
approval of a SLUP.  Thus, the applicant now seeks to obtain approval from the City Commission for 
the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit.  


Please find attached a draft SLUP Resolution, as well as the staff report and relevant meeting 
minutes for your review. 


SUGGESTED ACTION: 


To set a public hearing date for February 9, 2015 to consider an application for a Special Land 
Use Permit and Final Site Plan for All Seasons Senior Living at 820 E. Maple. 
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ALL SEASONS SENIOR LIVING 
820 E. MAPLE 


SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT  
2015 


 
WHEREAS, Hospitality of Birmingham LLC filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 


of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment 
in the O-2 zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, 
of the City Code;   


 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the south side 


of E. Maple; 
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned O-2, and is located within the Triangle Overlay District, which 


permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving alcoholic beverages 
with a Special Land Use Permit; 


 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit to 


be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after receiving 
recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board for the 
proposed Special Land Use; 


 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site 


Plan for 820 E. Maple;  
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on December 10, 2014 reviewed the application for a Special Land 


Use Permit and Final Site Plan and then recommended approval of the application with 
the condition that the applicant obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals to 
operate with a liquor license on the south portion of the property; 


 
WHEREAS,  The City Attorney has since ruled that no variance is necessary as the operation of 


an Economic Development liquor license is permitted anywhere on the parcel upon 
approval of a SLUP; 


 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed Hospitality of Birmingham LLC’s Special 


Land Use Permit application and the standards for such review as set forth in Article 7, 
section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards imposed 


under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and that 
Hospitality of Birmingham LLC’s application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site 
Plan at 820 E. Maple is hereby approved; 


 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 


compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, this 
Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the following conditions: 


 
1. Hospitality of Birmingham LLC shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham 


City Code;  and 







  


2. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission upon 
finding that the continued use is not in the public interest. 


 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 


termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, Hospitality of Birmingham LLC and 


its heirs, successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of 
Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of Hospitality of Birmingham LLC to comply with all the 
ordinances of the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use 
Permit.  


 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that Hospitality of Birmingham LLC is recommended for the 


operation of a food and drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on premises, 
subject to final inspection. 


 
 
I, Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission at its regular 
meeting held on February 9, 2015. 
 
 
 
________________________         
Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
 







  


 


    MEMORANDUM 
 


Community Development 
 
DATE:  December 3, 2014 
 
TO:   Planning Board members 
 
FROM:  Matthew Baka, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT:      Report for Final Site Plan Review & Special Land Use Permit 
 820 E. Maple – All Seasons of Birmingham  
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The subject site is located at 820 E. Maple, on the south side of Maple, on the southeast corner of 
Maple and Elm.  The parcel is located in the Triangle District and zoned MU-5 in the front along 
Maple, and MU-3 in the rear adjacent to single family residential.  The applicant, All Seasons of 
Birmingham, is seeking approval of an Economic Development Liquor License under Chapter 10, 
Alcoholic Liquors, of the City Code.  Chapter 10 requires that the applicant obtain a Special Land 
Use Permit and approval from the City Commission to operate an establishment with an Economic 
Development License within the City of Birmingham.  Accordingly, the applicant will be required to 
obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit, and then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan, Special Land Use 
Permit, and for the use of an Economic Development License.   
 
1.0 Land Use and Zoning  
 


1.1  Existing Land Use – Construction of a four story, mixed use building is in progress on 
the existing site.  Previously the site contained an abandoned funeral home and a 
large surface parking area.  Land uses surrounding the site are retail, commercial 
and single family residential to the rear. 


 
1.2  Existing Zoning – The property is currently zoned MU-5 in the front along Maple, and 


MU-3 in the rear adjacent to single family residential in the Downtown Triangle 
District.  The existing use and surrounding uses appear to conform to the permitted 
uses of each Zoning District. 


 
1.3  Summary of Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes existing land use 


and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject site. 







  


 
  


North 
 


South 
 


East  
 


West 
 


 
Existing Land 


Use 


 
Office/ 


Commercial 
 


 
Office/ Single 


Family 
Residential 


 
Office/ 


Commercial  


 
Office 


 


 
Existing 
Zoning 
District 


 
O-2, Office 
Commercial 


 


 
MU-3 and ASF-


3 
 


 
MU-3 & MU-5 
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N/A 
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N/A 


 
MU-3 and ASF-


3 
 


 
MU-3 & MU-5 


 
MU-5 


 
1.4   Proposed Use – The proposed independent senior living units and live/work units 


within the building currently under construction are permitted in the Triangle Overlay 
District.  The applicant was previously approved for a full service building, including 
the accessory uses such as a banking center, salon, cleaners, restaurant, bar, and 
gathering spaces. 


 
 At this time, the applicant is requesting approval of a SLUP to allow the use of an 


Economic Development Liquor License for the first floor food service uses, including 
the restaurant dining room, café and bar area, club dining, and a formal dining area 
and game room which will be in use only occasionally for specific events. Chapter 
126, Article 3, section 3.04(C)(11) Building Use, states that: 
 


Establishments operating with a liquor license obtained under Chapter 10, 
Alcoholic Liquors, Article II, Division 3, Licenses for Economic Development, are 
permitted with a valid Special Land Use Permit only on those parcels on 
Woodward Avenue identified in Map 3.1. 


 
The proposed location for the use of the Economic Development Liquor License at 
820 E. Maple Avenue is on one of the parcels identified in Map 3.1 (see attached).  
However, only the northern portion of the property is located within the designated 
area identified in Map 3.1.  The location of the food service areas where alcohol 
service is proposed is located on the southern portion of the property, which is not 
included in the area identified in Map 3.1.  Thus, the applicant will be required 
to move the areas dedicated to the service of alcohol to the northern 
portion of the property or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 


 







  


2.0  Screening and Landscaping 
 


3.1 Screening – No changes are proposed at this time. 
 


3.2 Landscaping – No changes are proposed at this time. 
 
3.0 Parking, Loading, Access, and Circulation  
 


4.1 Parking – No changes are proposed at this time.   
 


4.2 Loading – No changes are proposed at this time. 
 
4.3 Vehicular Access & Circulation - Vehicular access to the building will not be altered.   
 
4.4    Pedestrian Access & Circulation – No changes are proposed at this time. 
 
4.5  Streetscape – No changes are proposed at this time.  
 


4.0 Lighting  
 


No changes are proposed at this time. 
 
5.0 Departmental Reports 
 


6.1 Engineering Division – No concerns were reported by the Engineering Division.   
 


6.2 Department of Public Services – No concerns were reported from DPS.   
 


6.3 Fire Department – The only comments provided by the Fire Dept. related to the 
request for a liquor license is that the proposed seating layout in the dining areas is 
acceptable.   


 
6.4 Police Department - No concerns were reported from the Police Dept. 


 
6.5 Building Division – No concerns were reported from the Building Division. 


 
 
6.0 Design Review  
 


No changes are proposed at this time to the exterior of the building.  The Final Site Plan and 
Design for the All Seasons building was approved by the Planning Board on October 10, 
2012 (see attached minutes).     
 


7.0 Downtown Birmingham 2016 Overlay District 
 


The site is not located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay District.   
 
8.0 Selection Criteria for Economic Development Licenses 







  


 
As noted above, Article 3, section 3.04(C)(11) Building Use, of the Zoning Ordinance permits 
the use of Economic Development Licenses in the Overlay District on certain parcels, if 
approved as a SLUP by the City Commission.  In determining whether to grant approval of a 
SLUP for an Economic Development License, Chapter 10, section 10-62 establishes the 
following criteria: 


 
Selection criteria.  In addition to the usual factors and criteria used by the city 
commission for liquor license requests, including those listed in section 10-42, the 
commission shall consider the following non-exclusive list of criteria to assist in the 
determination of whether any economic development licenses should be approved: 


 
a) Whether the amount of investment by the applicant in the proposed 


development involves a substantial investment in the City.  The City deems 
mixed use, multi-story projects resulting in a 500% increase in assessed 
value post-development over the pre-development assessed value of the 
parcel, or a minimum investment of $10,000,000, whichever is less, to be 
a substantial investment in the City.  However, special circumstances may 
warrant flexibility on the minimum investment at the sole discretion of the City 
Commission. 


b) The applicant’s demonstrated ability to finance the proposed project. 
c) The applicant’s track record with the city including responding to city and/or 


citizen concerns. 
d) Whether the applicant has an adequate site plan to handle the proposed liquor 


license activities. 
e) Whether the applicant has adequate health and sanitary facilities. 
f) The establishment’s location in relation to the determined interest in 


development. 
g) The extent that the cuisine offered by applicant is represented in the city. 
h) The percentage of proceeds from the sale of food products as compared to 


the sale of alcoholic beverages. 
i) Whether the applicant has outstanding obligations to the city (i.e. property 


taxes paid, utilities paid, etc.).     
 
The selection criteria provided above must be considered to provide a recommendation to the City 
Commission as to whether or not to approve the operation of an Economic Development License at 
All Seasons of Birmingham. 
 
As the chart below indicates, the mixed use, four-story building that is currently under construction 
has resulted in a 2468% increase in assessed value post-development over the pre-development 
assessed value of the parcel, and an investment of over $18,000,000 in the City.   
 







  


                                                                                                                                                                   
The development of the All Seasons qualifies as a substantial investment in the City.  In addition, 
the applicant has thus clearly met the requirement to clearly demonstrate an ability to finance the 
project, as the four story building is nearing completion and numerous leases have already been 
signed by future tenants.   
 
The applicant has worked with the City to ensure that construction and staging have provided 
minimal impact on the surrounding streets and businesses.  The applicant has been working with 
the City to address the issues and complaints that have arisen during construction. 
 
The proposed All Seasons building was designed to accommodate the proposed food and liquor 
sales from the outset, and is adequate to handle such activities.  The applicant has submitted two 
seating plans demonstrating typical and maximum seating for the various service areas on the first 


floor.   
 
Plan A, as described by the applicant, demonstrates the seating layout for normal (non-event) 
operations.  This layout shows seating in six (6) areas of the first floor including the dining room 
(62 seats), the café (26 seats),  club dining and lounge (47) seats, the game room (16 seats), 
formal dining area (8 seats), and the Library (13 seats) for a total of 159 seats under “normal” 
operations.   
 
Plan B illustrates the proposed layout for entertainment and grand/major events.  In this scenario 
the living room would be filling arranged with 61 seats with the dining room and café being open 
with 88 additional seats for a total of 149 seats.  The applicant also indicates that additional areas 
of the first floor would be open for 100-150 guests to stand/stroll.   
 
Plan C illustrates the proposed seating for the roof top terrace of 52 seats. 
 
The maximum occupancy of the food service areas in which alcohol will be served include 90 seats 
in the open dining area, 68 seats in the café area and bar, 17 seats in the formal dining room, 24 
seating in the game room and 82 seats in the club dining area and lounge, for a maximum total of 


Project and 
Property 
Address 


Actual Dollars State Equalized Value  


Pre-
Development 
Value (Land 
Only) 


 
$759,934 


 


 
$379,970 


 


Investment in 
New Building 


 
$18,000,000 


 


 
$9,000,000 


Total Post-
Development 
Value (Building 
and Land) 


 
$18,759,934 


 
$9,379,970 


Increase in 
Value 
 


2468% 2468% 







  


281 seats on the first floor.   The numbers of seats listed on the plans do not coincide 
exactly with the number of seats shown on the plans.  The applicant must determine 
the number of seats proposed and ensure all documents provide consistent 
information.   
 
Adequate health and sanitary facilities have been approved for the food and beverage area. 
 
The proposed location for the use of the Economic Development Liquor License at 820 E. Maple 
Avenue is on one of the parcels identified in Map 3.1 (see attached).  Thus, All Seasons is proposed 
within the area targeted for economic development by the City Commission, which includes parcels 
along Woodward Avenue and within the Triangle District.  However, as noted above, only the 
northern portion of the property is located within the designated area identified in Map 3.1.  The 
location of the food service areas where alcohol service is proposed is located on the southern 
portion of the property, which is not included in the area identified in Map 3.1.  Thus, the 
applicant will be required to move the areas dedicated to the service of alcohol to the 
northern portion of the property or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
The applicant has stated that All Seasons is proposing to serve a varied dining and meal service for 
its residents and their guests only.  The applicant has advised that dining and bar areas will not 
be open to the general public.  A menu has been provided at this time regarding the type of 
food or beverages to be served, the variety of food to be offered and the times of the 
day it will be offered.   
 
The applicant has advised that the percentage of proceeds from the sale of food products as 
compared to the sale of alcoholic beverages is expected to be 90% food to 10% alcoholic 
beverages.  The eating areas are designed to provide a “country club” lifestyle experience for 
residents. 
 
The applicant does not have any outstanding obligations to the City. 
 
The applicant will be required to provide a signed copy of the required contract with the City that 
must be fully executed upon approval of the SLUP and Economic Development license, in addition 
to obtaining a liquor license from the State.  The applicant has advised that they have applied for 
an On Premise Redevelopment License with a Permit to allow Sunday am and pm sales as well as a 
Living Quarters Permit.  The name of the entity that will hold the license, if issued, is proposed to 
be Hospitality of Birmingham, LLC, which is jointly owned by Samuel Beznos and Douglas Etkin. 
 
9.0 Approval Criteria for Final Site Plan 
 


In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed plans for 
development must meet the following conditions: 


 
(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there is 


adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and access to the persons 
occupying the structure. 


 







  


(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there 
will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to adjacent lands and 
buildings. 


 
(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that they 


will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property not diminish the value 
thereof. 


 
(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be such as to 


not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
 


(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings in the 
neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this chapter. 


 
(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to provide 


adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 


 
10.0 Approval Criteria for Special Land Use Permits 
 


Article 07, section 7.34 of the Zoning Ordinance specifies the procedures and approval 
criteria for Special Land Use Permits. Use approval, site plan approval, and design review 
are the responsibilities of the City Commission. This section reads, in part: 
 


Prior to its consideration of a special land use application (SLUP) for an initial permit 
or an amendment to a permit, the City Commission shall refer the site plan 
and the design to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation. 
After receiving the recommendation, the City Commission shall review the 
site plan and design of the buildings and uses proposed for the site described 
in the application of amendment.  


 
The City Commission’s approval of any special land use application or amendment 
pursuant to this section shall constitute approval of the site plan and design.  


 
11.0 Suggested Action 
 


Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board RECOMMEND APPROVAL of the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a 
SLUP to permit the use of an Economic Development License for All Seasons at 820 E. Maple 
Avenue with the following conditions; 


1. The applicant obtains a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals to operate with a 
liquor license on the south portion of the property; 


2. The applicant submit revised seating plan that accurately display and list seating. 
 


12.0 Sample Motion Language 
 


Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board RECOMMEND APPROVAL of the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a 







  


SLUP to permit a Economic Development License for All Seasons at 820 E. Maple Avenue 
with the following conditions; 
 


1. The applicant obtains a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals to operate with a 
liquor license on the south portion of the property; 


2. The applicant submit revised seating plan that accurately display and list seating. 
 
OR 
 
Motion to recommend DENIAL of the Final Site Plan and SLUP to the City Commission for All 
Seasons at 820 E. Maple. 
 


 OR 
 
 Motion to recommend POSTPONEMENT of the Final Site Plan and SLUP to the City 


Commission for All Seasons at 820 E. Maple, with the following conditions: 
1. ________________________________________________________ 







  


CONTRACT FOR USE OF A LIQUOR LICENSE 
(ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) 


 
This Contract is entered into this ____ day of ___________, 2015, by and between HOSPITALITY 
OF BIRMINGHAM, LLC, whose address is 820 E. Maple Avenue, Birmingham, MI, (Licensee) and 
the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, a Michigan Municipal Corporation, whose address is 151 Martin 
Street, Birmingham, Michigan 48012 (City). 


R E C I T A L S: 


WHEREAS, Licensee wishes to purchase a Redevelopment On Premise liquor license from the 
State of Michigan for use at 820 E. Maple Avenue, Birmingham, Michigan (Property); and 


WHEREAS, Licensee represents to the City that in connection with the aforementioned use that it 
will be making a capital investment in the location where the license is to be used in a mixed use, 
multi-story building that will result in a 500% increase in assessed value post-development over the 
pre-development assessed value of the parcel, or a minimum investment of $10,000,000, whichever 
is less and,  


WHEREAS, local legislative approval is required by the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM for the use of a 
Redevelopment On Premise liquor license pursuant to MCLA §436.1501 of the Michigan Liquor 
Control Code of 1998; and 


WHEREAS, Licensee desires to enter into this Contract as an inducement to the CITY OF 
BIRMINGHAM to approve the request of the aforementioned use of the liquor license; and, 


WHEREAS, the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM is relying upon this Contract in giving its approval to the 
use of the on-premises licenses as described herein. 


NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 


1. Licensee shall be permitted to use its liquor license on the Property.  Any transfer of the 
aforementioned license from the Property to any other location in the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM shall 
require the approval of the Birmingham City Commission in accordance with Section 10-63.  In 
addition, any expansion of the building location at the Property shall also require the approval of 
the Birmingham City Commission. 


2. Licensee further acknowledges that it must secure a special land use permit as required by 
the Birmingham City Code.  It is further agreed that it shall comply with all provisions of the special 
land use permit, or any amendments thereto, as a condition of this contract.   Licensee further 
acknowledges and agrees that a violation of any provision of the special land use permit is a 
violation of the terms of the contract entitling the City to exercise any or all of the remedies 
provided herein. 


3. Licensee acknowledges that it may apply for entertainment, dance and additional bar 
permits from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission for use only on the premises described in its 
special land use permit.  Licensee further agrees that it shall not apply or seek from the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission any other permit endorsements to its liquor license whether available in 







  


the current Michigan Liquor Control Code or in future Michigan Liquor Control Codes, or 
amendments thereto, without the prior approval of the Birmingham City Commission.  


4. Licensee further agrees that it shall not seek any change in its license status/class whether 
such changes are available now in the current Michigan Liquor Control Code or in future Michigan 
Liquor Control Codes, or amendments thereto, without prior approval of the Birmingham City 
Commission. 


5. Licensee agrees that it shall adhere to all Federal, State and Local laws currently in effect or 
as subsequently amended or enacted. 


6. Licensee agrees that its failure to follow any of the provisions herein shall be grounds for the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission to suspend, revoke or not renew its liquor license and/or for 
the Birmingham City Commission to revoke the special land use permit, either of which would 
prohibit Licensee from operating its establishment.  Licensee agrees that in addition to the City of 
Birmingham’s right to seek suspension, revocation or non-renewal of its liquor license and/or 
revocation of the special land use permit, the City retains any and all rights to enforce this Contract 
that may be available to it in law or in equity.   Licensee further agrees that it shall reimburse the 
City all of its costs and actual attorney fees incurred by the City in seeking the suspension, 
revocation or non-renewal of its liquor license and/or revocation of the special land use permit, as 
well as enforcing such other rights as may be available at law or in equity. 


7. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Licensee and any entity or person for whom Licensee 
is legally liable, agrees to be responsible for any liability, defend, pay on behalf of, indemnify, and 
hold harmless the City, its elected and appointed officials, employees and volunteers and others 
working on behalf of the City against any and all claims, demands, suits, or loss, including all costs 
connected therewith, including all costs and actual attorney fees, and for any damages which may 
be asserted, claimed or recovered against or from the City, its elected and appointed officials, 
employees, volunteers or others working on behalf of the City, by reason of personal injury, 
including bodily injury, death and/or property damage, including loss of use thereof, which arises 
out of or is in any way connected or associated with Licensee’s operation of its establishment at the 
Property.   


 
8. In the event Licensee fails to reimburse the City the costs and/or attorney fees as required 
herein, or any part thereof, then said amount could be transferred to the tax roll in accordance with 
Section 1-14 of the Birmingham City Code. 


 
9. Any disputes arising under this Contract, not within the jurisdiction of the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission, shall be settled either by commencement of a suit in Oakland County Circuit 
Court or by compulsory arbitration, at the election of the City.  The Licensee shall notify the City of 
any dispute it has arising out of this Contract and shall demand that the City elect whether the 
dispute is to be resolved by submitting it to compulsory arbitration or by commencement of a suit in 
Oakland County Circuit Court.  The City shall make its election in writing within thirty (30) days from 
the receipt of such notice.  If the City elects to have the dispute resolved by compulsory arbitration, 
it shall be settled pursuant to Chapter 50 of the Revised Judicature Act for the State of Michigan, 
with each of the parties appointing one arbitrator and the two thus appointed appointing a third.  In 
the event the City fails to make such an election, any dispute between the parties may be resolved 
by the filing of a suit in the Oakland County Circuit Court. 


 







  


10. This Contract shall be governed by and performed, interpreted and enforced in accordance 
with the laws of the State of Michigan.   


11.   If any provision of this contract is declared invalid, illegal or unenforceable, such provision 
shall be severed from this contract and all other provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 


 
12. This Contract shall be binding upon and apply and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto 
and their respective successors or assigns.  The covenants, conditions, and the agreements herein 
contained are hereby declared binding on the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM and Licensee.  It is further 
agreed that there shall be no change, modification, or alteration hereof, except in writing, signed by 
both of the parties hereto.  Neither party shall assign any of the rights under this contract without 
prior approval, in writing, of the other.  Any attempt at assignment without prior written consent 
shall be void and of no effect. 


 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereby have executed this Contract as of the date set forth 
above. 


By:  _____________________________ 
          


Its:  _____________________________ 
 


      Date:  ___________________________ 
 
      CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
 


 By:_____________________________ 
       Stuart Sherman, Mayor 
 


 Date: ___________________________ 
 


 By:_____________________________ 
       Larua Broski, Clerk 
 


 Date:  ___________________________ 
 


  







  


Planning Board Minutes 
October 10, 2012 


 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 
820 E. Maple Rd. 
All Seasons of Birmingham (formerly Hamilton Funeral Home) 
To allow construction of a five-story/three-story independent senior living residence, 
including 123 apartments and 8 live/work units 
 
Mr. Clein announced he will recuse himself from this hearing as he has in the past because his firm, 
Giffels Webster, has a contractual obligation with the entities involved in this project. 
 
Ms. Ecker advised the subject site, 820 E. Maple Rd., is currently the site of the former Hamilton 
Funeral Home, and has a total land area of 1.84 acres. It is located on the 
southeast corner of E. Maple Rd. and Elm St. in the Triangle District. The applicant is proposing to 
demolish the existing buildings and surface parking lot to construct a 150,449 sq. ft., five-story 
building along E. Maple Rd., with a three-story section on the southern portion of the property. The 
building will provide independent senior living units, including 123 multiple family dwelling units, 
and 8 live/work units along E. Maple Rd.. Parking will be provided at grade behind and/or under the 
building along the southern property line. The applicant was required to prepare a Community 
Impact Study in accordance with Article 7, section 7.27(E) of the Zoning Ordinance, as they are 
proposing a new building containing more than 20,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 
 
The applicant appeared at the July 11, 2012 Planning Board meeting and was granted approval of 
the CIS, but the application for preliminary site plan review was postponed.  The applicant revised 
the proposed plans based on the comments of board members and was granted Preliminary Site 
Plan Approval with conditions on August 11, 2012. 
 
With respect to the design review, most of the proposed materials and the design have remained 
consistent since the last time this project was reviewed by the Planning Board. However, since 
Preliminary Site Plan Review, the awnings over live/work units were changed from fabric to metal to 
provide a more commercial appearance, and the NW corner entry was recessed 3 ft. In addition, 
some areas of stone and brick on the previous design have been changed to metal panels, 
particularly on the top level. Ms. Ecker passed around material samples and colors. 
 
At the July 11, 2012 Planning Board meeting and again at the August 11, 2012 Planning Board 
meeting, several board members suggested that the applicant consider changing the interior layout 
of the building to move the common areas to the front of the building to enhance the interaction of 
residents with street life. However, the applicant has not proposed any significant changes to the 
interior layout of the building at this time. 
 
The Engineering Dept. has raised the issue that it appears the trash dumpster is about 2 ft. higher 
with the finished grade than the properties to the south.  Therefore, even though a 6 ft. wall is 
proposed there, from the residential side it will appear to be 8 ft. high because of the change in 
grade. 
 
In response to a question from Mr. Williams, Ms. Ecker stated the position of the City with respect 
to a recorded easement between the former property owner of the site and the adjoining property 







  


owner, Mr. Howard Atesian.  This is a private legal matter between the two parties and the City is 
not an involved party.  Ms. Ecker went on to respond to another inquiry from Mr. Williams with 
respect to utilization of the alley.  The City’s position is that it is a public alley and all adjacent 
property owners are entitled to use the alley and it cannot be blocked because of the need for 
emergency access. 
 
Ms. Lazar inquired about deliveries from Elm St. blocking the street, and Ms. Ecker answered that 
would not be permitted. Deliveries will be internal to the property.   
 
Mr. Alex Bogaerts, architect for the petitioner, was present with Mr. Mark Abernatha from his office; 
along with Mr. Maurice Jerry Beznos and Mr. Douglas Etkin, developers of the facility.  Mr. Bogaerts 
stated the barber shop and the bank within the building are intended to be only for the tenants.   
 
Mr. Abernatha explained that the dumpster is screened on all sides and is in the best location 
possible.  Pick-ups will be limited in terms of their frequency and time of day.  They have tried to 
address the neighbors as much as possible.  They feel that a pedestrian walkway running south 
through the parking lot under the building is not necessary because of the landscape and the way 
the parking has been assigned.                                                     
 
Mr. Bogaerts explained the intent is to give the building a light palette.  They want the tenants to 
feel good and uplifted by their surroundings.   
 
Chairman Boyle asked about proposed signage for the individual live/work units. Ms. Ecker advised 
that projecting signs will be mounted to the piers.   
 
Mr. Beznos explained that live/work units will be occupied only by tenants of the building and not 
rented to other businesses.  Leases will be for one year. 
 
The chairman called for public comments at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Mr. Howard Atesian, owner of the building to the east, said the easement area is 20 ft. and not 16 
ft. as depicted on the plan, and it encompasses the area between his property line and where the 
subject building will be constructed.  All of the proposed landscaping puts the taller landscaping up 
against his building.  However, the court record shows a specific landscaping plan that has all of the 
large trees and shrubs against the applicant’s building and the lower vegetation near his building.  
Chairman Boyle responded that he has been told by the city attorney that the matter of the 
easement will be dealt with outside of this Planning Board.  Ms. Ecker added if the landscaping is 
altered, the applicants will have to come back to the Planning Board and/or the staff for 
administrative approval to amend the plan.  Mr. Atesian said for the record that this plan is not 
according to the court order and he will pursue it beyond that. 
 
Mr. Douglas Etkin, 327 N. Old Woodward Ave., went on the record to say they believe they are in 
compliance with the easement document and will deal with their neighbor in whatever format or 
forum that is necessary to work out any of their disagreements. 
 
Mr. Rick Rattner, Attorney, 380 N. Old Woodward Ave., spoke to represent 219 Elm St. (Kelly 
Crossing, LLC), southwest of the subject parcel.  He requested the board to consider certain issues 







  


that would make life easier for the people in that area and to put the issues on record as a 
condition of the site plan: 
 
During demolition and earthwork construction phase 


1. Construction traffic must enter and exit from Maple Rd. only; 
2. Install a “No Construction Traffic” sign at the Elm St. and alley entrances to the site. 
 


During construction of building 
1. Eliminate construction traffic in the public alley; 
2. Install “No Construction Traffic” at the alley entrance on Elm St. and to the site; 
3. Comply with all construction related City ordinances and regulations; 
4. Purchase 14 Arborvitaes for installation on Kelly Crossing, LLC property along its easterly 


property line.  Maintenance will be the sole responsibility of Kelly Crossing, LLC. 
 
During the continuing operation of the site 


1. Install permanent signs in the All Seasons parking lot giving notice that the alley exit is 
only for emergency use and directing vehicular traffic to exit via  Elm St.; 


2. Issue parking permits for staff and residents of the project; 
3. Install signs in the All Seasons parking lot assigning parking areas; 
4. Limit commercial truck deliveries to the site in the alley to food vendor delivery and 


garbage pickup only at the frequency of four trips/week each between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m.; 


5. Require that residents of the live/work units shall be the only employees of such 
business and all live/work tenants must be residents of that live/work unit.  Specify 
office uses only with limited hours of operation. 


 
Other Conditions 


1. Continue to allow parking in the alley; 
2. Install a “No Stacking” sign at the Elm St. exit from the alley and in the alley. 


 
Ms. Sharon Krindler, owner of the building at 200 Elm St., described the numerous parking 
problems in the area.  She wishes the City would build a parking garage.  People coming into the 
subject facility are going to require caregivers, therapists and all sorts of people that need to park.  
There just aren’t enough parking spaces in the Triangle District. 
 
It was concluded that the southern border of the alley is not marked.  The City needs to designate 
the public space with striping, and also post signage that maintains an open alley at all times.  
Additionally, Chairman Boyle emphasized if the public has a concern about unloading on the street 
the City should erect a “No Unloading” sign. 
 
Mr. Williams thought, and Chairman Boyle concurred, that more people in the neighborhood will try 
to park in the All Seasons lot than the reverse.   
 
Mr. Douglas Etkin emphasized they are strongly opposed to anything past the construction period 
that the neighbors would like to impose on them.  As relates to construction, they intend to be a 
good citizen.  A good stepping off point for their responses will be to not regulate what happens on 
their property. 
 







  


Chairman Boyle described how this development of housing for the elderly is very much in line with 
the goals of the community for the Triangle Area.  The applicant has even gone so far as picking up 
the board’s idea of incorporating mixed-use and he applauds them. 
 
Motion by Mr. Williams 
Seconded by Ms. Whipple-Boyce to approve the Final Site Plan and Design for 820 E. 
Maple Rd., All Seasons of Birmingham, subject to the following conditions: 


1. Applicant will be required to enter into a Streetscape Agreement with the City 
prior to construction; 


2. The Planning Board specifically approves the use of non cut-off fixtures; 
3. During demolition and earthwork construction the applicant provide that 


construction traffic enter and exit the site from Maple Rd. only; 
4. During demolition and earthwork construction phase the applicant install a 


“No Construction Traffic” sign at the Elm St. and alley entrances to the site; 
5. During construction of the building the applicant install a  


“No Construction Traffic” sign at the alley entrance on Elm St. to the site. 
 


Mr. Williams added for the record but not to be included in the motion that it is the understanding 
of the Planning Board that the applicant has agreed to purchase 14 Arborvitae trees for installation 
on Kelly Crossing, LLC’s property in the existing planting strip along Kelly Crossing’s easterly 
property line. 
 
Chairman Boyle took discussion on the motion to the public at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Mr. Mark Highlen with Maple-Elm Development Company, LLC brought up the point that during the 
post demolition and earthwork construction, restricting traffic from the alley would make the site 
virtually unbuildable.  He asked that the motion be amended to minimize construction traffic 
through the alley. 
 
Amended by Mr. Williams and accepted by Ms. Whipple-Boyce that item 5 should read: 
 During construction of the building the applicant endeavor to minimize 


construction traffic in the public alley to the maximum extent reasonably 
possible. 


 
Motion carried, 4-0. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas: Williams, Whipple-Boyce, Boyle, Lazar 
Nays:  None 
Recused:  Clein 
Absent:  DeWeese, Koseck 
 
The board took a short recess at 9:12 p.m. 
 







  


Planning Board Minutes 
December 10, 2014 


 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ("SLUP") 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW  
820 E. Maple Rd. 
All Seasons Senior Living 
Request for Economic Development License (postponed from October 22, 2014) 
 
Chairman Clein recused himself on this matter because of a business relationship with the applicant. 
 
Mr. Williams took over as chairman for this application. 
 
Ms. Ecker recalled that the application was missing a lot of detail last time.  They have submitted a 
whole new package for this hearing.  The city attorney has recommended that the applicant apply 
for a use variance based on the location of the license portion of the establishment on the southern 
portion of the property,   
 
Mr. Baka explained the subject site is located on the south side of Maple Rd., on the southeast 
corner of Maple Rd. and Elm. The parcel is located in the Triangle District and zoned MU-5 in the 
front along Maple Rd., and MU-3 in the rear adjacent to single-family residential. Ms. Ecker added 
that at the time the Planning Board and the City Commission decided to draw the Economic 
Development License at the same location as the MU-5 designation.  Mr. DeWeese commented this 
is a City imposed technicality because in spirit the applicant is fully meeting the requirements for an 
Economic Development License. 
 
All Seasons of Birmingham is seeking approval of an Economic Development 
Liquor License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the City Code. Chapter 10 requires that the 
applicant obtain a SLUP and approval from the City Commission 
to operate an establishment with an Economic Development License within the City of 
Birmingham. Accordingly, the applicant will be required to obtain a recommendation from the 
Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and SLUP, and then obtain 
approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan, Special Land Use Permit, and for the use 
of an Economic Development License. 
 
The proposed location of the food service areas where alcohol service is proposed is almost entirely 
on the southern portion of the property, which is outside of the Economic Development License 
map.  Thus, the applicant will be required to move the areas dedicated to the service of 
alcohol to the northern portion of the property or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 
 
The food service areas in which alcohol will be served include the open dining area, the café area 
and bar, the formal dining room, the game room and the club dining area and lounge.  The eating 
areas are designed to provide a "country club" lifestyle experience for residents. 
 
Mr. Seth Tompkins, Attorney for the applicant, was present with Mr. Bob Goyette, Executive Vice-
President of the All Seasons Facilities.  Mr. Tompkins provided the correct number of seats in the 
dining areas: Dining Room, 62; Cafe, 26; Living Room, 55.  If they located the dining area where it 







  


is zoned for an Economic Development License, they wouldn't be able to have storefronts and office 
space on E. Maple Rd.  
 
There were no comments from the public at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Ms. Whipple-Boyce to recommend approval of the applicant's request for 
Final Site Plan and SLUP to permit an Economic License for All Seasons at 820 E. Maple 
Rd. with the following condition: 
The applicant obtains a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals to operate with a 
liquor license on the south portion of the property. 
 
There was no discussion from the audience at 8:57 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Whipple-Boyce, Jeffares, Koseck, Williams 
Nays: None 
Recused:  Clein 
Absent: Lazar 
 
 








NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY 


PUBLIC HEARING OF CONFIRMATION 


Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, December 8, 2014, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin,  
Birmingham, MI  


Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF CONFIRMATION FOR 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, January 12, 2015, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin, 
Birmingham, MI  


Location: Hamilton Alley Reconstruction 
Nature of Improvement: Reconstruction of the alley between 


Hamilton Avenue and Park Street 
City Staff Contact: Paul O’Meara 248.530.1836 


pomeara@bhamgov.org 
Notice Requirements: Mail to affected property owners 


Publish November 16 & 23, 2014 
Approved minutes may be reviewed at: City Clerk’s Office 


You or your agent may appear at the hearings to express your views; however, if you fail to protest 
either in person or by letter received on or before the date of the hearing, you cannot appeal the 
amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  Mail any correspondence to:  City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 3001, Birmingham, MI 48012. 


The property owner may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the State Tax Tribunal 
within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll if that special assessment was 
protested at the hearing held for the purpose of confirming the roll. 


All special assessments, including installment payments, shall, from the date of the confirmation 
thereof, constitute a lien on the respective lots or parcels assessed, and until paid shall be 
charged against the respective owners of the lots or parcels assessed. 
Persons  with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at  248.530.1880 (voice) or 248.644.5115 (TDD) at least one day in 


advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Finance Department 


DATE: December 30, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Janet M. Laing MAAO (3), Billing Manager 


SUBJECT: Resolution for Confirming S.A.D. # 864-Hamilton Alley Paving-
Hamilton Avenue to Park Street 


For purposes of construction of new concrete pavement that would specially benefit properties 
on Hamilton Alley-Hamilton Avenue to Park Street, it is requested that the City Commission 
adopt the following resolution confirming S.A.D. No. 864 at the regular City Commission 
meeting of January 12th, 2015. Comments during the hearing of confirmation are limited to 
those questions specifically addressing the assessment roll pursuant to Section 94-9 of the City 
Code. The hearing declaring the necessity of the Special Assessment District was held at the 
City Commission meeting of December 8th, 2014. 


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To confirm Special Assessment Roll No. 864, to defray the cost of construction of new concrete 
pavement on Hamilton Alley-Hamilton Avenue to Park Street: 


WHEREAS, Special Assessment Roll, designated Roll No. 864, has been heretofore prepared by 
the Billing Manager for collection, and 


WHEREAS, notice was given pursuant to Section 94-7 of the City Code, to each owner or party-
in-interest of property to be assessed, and 


WHEREAS, the Commission has deemed it practicable to cause payment of the cost thereof to 
be made at a date closer to the time of construction and 


Commission Resolution 12-287-14 provided it would meet this 12th day of January, 2015 for 
the sole purpose of reviewing the assessment roll, and 


WHEREAS, at said hearing held this January 12th, 2015, all those property owners or their 
representatives present have been given an opportunity to be heard specifically concerning 
costs appearing in said special assessment roll as determined in Section 94-9 of the Code of the 
City of Birmingham, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Special Assessment Roll No. 864 be in all things 
ratified and confirmed, and that the City Clerk be and is hereby instructed to endorse said roll, 
showing the date of confirmation thereof, and to certify said assessment roll to the City 
Treasurer for collection at or near the time of construction of the improvement.  


6A1







2 
 
 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that special assessments shall be payable in ten (10) payments as 
provided in Section 94-10 of the Code of the City of Birmingham, with an annual interest rate of  
four and a quarter percent  (4.25%) on all unpaid installments. 


SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT ROLL #864 
Hamilton Alley Paving-Hamilton Avenue to Park Street 


      DUMPSTER 
SIDWELL   COST PER SCREEN 


NO. 
FRONT 


LFT FRT FT COST 
HAMILTON 
ALLEY  $       200.00  $2,000.00 
SOUTH SIDE       
19-25-456-001 38.08  $     7,616.00    
19-25-456-002 29.96  $     5,992.00    
19-25-456-039 45.83  $     9,166.00    
19-25-456-017 30.71  $     6,142.00    
19-25-456-018 41.5  $     8,300.00    
19-25-456-019 29.78  $     5,956.00  $4,000.00 
19-25-456-020 20  $     4,000.00    
19-25-456-035 62.5  $   12,500.00  $2,000.00 
19-25-456-023 62.5  $   12,500.00  $2,000.00 
19-25-456-024 30.31  $     6,062.00    
19-25-456-034 40  $     8,000.00    
19-25-456-027 20.62  $     4,124.00    
19-25-456-028 22.38  $     4,476.00    
19-25-456-029 49.41  $     9,882.00    
NORTH SIDE    
19-25-456-007 197.74  $   39,548.00    
19-25-456-040 4  $       800.00    
19-25-456-041 46  $     9,200.00  $2,000.00 
19-25-456-009 52.15  $   10,430.00  $2,000.00 
19-25-456-010 25.03  $     5,006.00    
19-25-456-011 25.03  $     5,006.00    
19-25-456-044 12.52  $     2,504.00    
19-25-456-044 12.52  $     2,504.00    
19-25-456-044 12.52  $     2,504.00    
19-25-456-044 12.52  $     2,504.00    
19-25-456-042 57.38  $   11,476.00    
TOTAL  $  196,198.00  $12,000.00 
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MEMORANDUM 


Finance Department 


DATE: December 29, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Mark Gerber, Assistant Finance Director 
Tim Rowland, Purchasing Agent 


SUBJECT: Purchasing Guideline Changes 


On December 26, 2013, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued the Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Grants, an 
omnibus circular which streamlines what were previously eight existing circulars into a single 
comprehensive policy guide for grant recipients.  Grant recipients receiving Federal grants after 
December 26, 2014, must start following this new circular. 


One of the most important changes to this circular involves procurement.  The circular 
prescribes methodologies to be used, contract provisions which must be included, bonding 
requirements, and other “best practice” procurement policies.  These procurement policies must 
be included in the City’s written policy.  To accomplish this, a new section has been proposed to 
the City’s purchasing guidelines which address the requirements of the circular (section XI). 


While we have included these requirements in the proposed additions to the purchasing 
guidelines, we have had to modify the procurement methodologies from the Federal circular in 
order to comply with the City’s charter.  The circular requires five methods to be used when 
procuring goods and services on Federal grants.  The first method is the Micro-Purchase which 
allows purchases of up to $3,000 without obtaining quotes.  The second method is the Small 
Purchase which allows purchases of between $3,000 and $150,000 using price quotes. 
Purchases $150,000 or greater require using Sealed Bids or Competitive Proposals.  The final 
procurement method is Noncompetitive Proposal (sole source).  The City charter requires formal 
bids for purchases made in excess of $6,000, therefore, the Sealed Bid and Competitive 
Proposal threshold has been lowered from $150,000 to $6,000.  The Micro-Purchase threshold 
has been lowered from $3,000 to $2,500.  This is higher than our current standard ($500) we 
use for obtaining price quotes for non-Federal purchases.  Allowing for a higher threshold 
before obtaining price quotes will allow for reduced staff time in entering and preparing 
purchase orders for small purchases which don’t have a high risk. 


In addition to the changes being made for federal grants, we are proposing changes in the 
limits for when price quotes are required for non-Federal purchases from $500 to $2,500 to 
match what is proposed for Federal purchases and more closely match the new OMB circular.  
These changes are italicized and bolded in the document.  In addition there were a couple of 
minor changes related to when departments can request purchase orders and references to our 
old accounting system. 
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SUGGESTED RESOLUTION:  To approve the suggested amendments to the purchasing 
guidelines as outlined in the memo dated December 29, 2014 relating to Federal grant and non-
federal purchases. 
 
                                                        
 







 


 City of Birmingham 
 Purchasing Guidelines 
 
I. Purpose of Guidelines. 
 


These guidelines have been prepared to provide standardized policies and 
procedures for the purchase of supplies and contractual services by the City.  The 
guidelines also define the responsibilities of both the Purchasing Agent and the 
operating departments regarding the purchase and/or sale of goods.  These 
guidelines are to be followed for the purchase of supplies and contractual services 
(as defined in the City Code, Title I, Chapter 7, Section 1.192): 


 
 Supplies -- all supplies, materials and equipment, but excluding land or any 


interest in land. 
 
 Contractual Services -- the rental, repair or maintenance of equipment, 


machinery and other City-owned property.  It does not include professional, 
insurance, personal services or other contractual services which are in their 
nature unique. 


 
II. General Policies. 
 
 A.  Comply with the City of Birmingham Charter and the City Code as it 


pertains to Purchasing.  Specific references are: 
 
  1. Charter, Chapter VI, Sections 1, 4 & 5 
  2. Charter, Chapter II, Section 2, paragraph 2 
  3. Charter, Chapter VII, Section 3(h) 
  4. City Code, Title 1, Chapter 7 
 
 B.  Obtain from responsible vendors sufficiently high quality goods for the 


lowest possible price. 
 
 C. Implement purchasing procedures which will facilitate the purchase of and 


payment for goods yet will provide sufficient internal controls. 
 
 D. Provide departments with timely financial reports for purposes of budgetary 


controls.  Order goods only if funds have been appropriated by City 
Commission. 


 
 E. Purchase in quantity when practical in order to obtain discounts and 


minimize paper flow throughout the year. 
 
 F. Purchase recycled materials when practical. 
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 G. Encourage competitive bidding among vendors; however, the City reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids or quotes and need not purchase from the 
lowest bidder. 


 
 H. Issue purchase orders for all capital outlay and/or large ticket items which 


exceed $500 $2,500. 
 
 I. Orders shall not be artificially subdivided in order to avoid complying with 


the bidding requirements. 
 
III. Responsibilities of the Purchasing Agent. 
 
 A. Oversee the entire purchasing operation. 
 
 B. Monitor the purchase of supplies and contracted services as well as the 


disposal of obsolete or surplus fixed assets. 
 
 C. Place orders less than $6,000. 
 
 D. Assist departments with their purchasing needs and ensure that proper 


purchasing procedures are being followed. 
 
 E. Examine each requisition for purchase order and each requisition for 


payment to ensure that requests have been properly documented and 
authorized, that budgeted funds are available and that the account number 
classification is correct. 


 
 F. Seek competitive, sealed bids as required by the purchasing ordinance and 


assist departments with invitations for bids as needed. 
 
IV. Responsibilities of Operating Departments. 
 
 A. Be familiar with and abide by the legal requirements for Purchasing as 


specified in General Policies (II-1). 
 
 B. Obtain price quotes from at least three (3) vendors when the purchase 


exceeds $1,000 $2,500 but is less than $6,000, or document reason for not 
obtaining price quote. 


 
 C. Obtain price quotes for purchases under $1,000 $2,500 when practical. 
 
 D. Prepare a request for purchase order for the following: 
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  1. Orders for non-capital items which exceed $500 $2,500. 
 
  2. Orders for capital outlay which exceed $500 $2,500. 
 
  3. Blanket orders when requested or required. 
 
 E. Prepare a request for payment for: 
 
  1. Any items ordered directly. 
 
  2. Any invoices received by the department for which a purchase order 


had not been prepared. 
 
 F. Maintain a current bidders list and/or use the Michigan Intergovernmental 


Trade Network (MITN) vendor data base as the current bidders list. 
 
V. Purchasing Policies Under $6,000. 
 
 A. Legal requirements. 
 
  1. Only the City Manager, Purchasing Agent or Department Heads are 


authorized to approve purchases from $1 to $6,000. 
 
  2. Budgeted funds must be available prior to placing the order. 
 


B. City policy. 
 


  1. Blanket orders -- Blanket orders are to be issued as requested at the 
beginning of the fiscal year to those vendors from whom we 
purchase minor supply items repeatedly throughout the year.  
Blanket orders will not be encumbered against departmental budgets 
but will be expensed as payments are made. 


 
  2. Orders for capital outlay --  Purchase orders are to be issued for all 


capital outlay items exceeding $500 $2,500. 
 
  3. Other orders --  Purchase orders are to be issued when required by 


the vendor and/or the amount of the order exceeds $500 $2,500. 
 
 C. Procedures. 
 
  1. Blanket orders. 
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   a. Upon the request of the Purchasing Agent, user department 
head or vendor, departments are to prepare approved 
requests for blanket purchase orders for approved vendors 
from whom they will be purchasing small repetitive items or 
services throughout the fiscal year and from whom items or 
services need to be acquired quickly in order to maintain 
operating efficiency.  On the request, the department should 
list all funds and activities (e.g., 101-1008-708, 585-2518-942) 
which may be used under this blanket order.  It is not 
necessary to specify the individual expenditure accounts. 


 
   b. The estimated annual expenditure per vendor should be 


specified on the request for purchase. 
 
   c. Blanket orders may not be used for any items properly 


chargeable to capital outlay accounts or for individual items in 
excess of $100 with the exception of items bid on a per unit 
basis and purchased as needed, such as salt, gasoline, slag, 
top soil, etc. 


 
   d. As items are received against the blanket order, the packing 


slip or delivery ticket should be initialed by an authorized 
supervisor, the proper account number should be indicated 
and the payment should be entered by the receiving 
department as a direct pay into HTE BS&A per established 
procedures. 


 
  2.  Orders for Capital. 
 
   a. Any order for capital outlay which exceeds $500 $2,500 but is 


less than $6,000 shall be placed via purchase order. 
 
   b. A Requisition for Purchase Order should be prepared after 


having obtained quotations from at least three (3) vendors 
and after having determined the lowest responsible bidder.  In 
selecting the lowest responsible bidder, the Department Head 
should consider the standards set forth in the Purchasing 
Ordinance, Chapter 7, Title 1, Section 1.193 (1) (a) (vii). 


 
   c. Purchase orders are normally issued every day except on 


Fridays.  Therefore, Requisitions for Purchase Orders may be 
entered into the system at any time by the requesting 
department(s).  If a Purchase Order is needed on a Friday, 
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individual arrangements should be made with the Purchasing 
Agent or Purchasing Clerk.  The receiving/department copy of 
the Purchase Order will be delivered to the requesting 
department once the Purchase Order has been prepared. 


 
   d. Vendors will be instructed to send invoices directly to the 


department for which the goods are being ordered. 
 
   e. When the order and invoice are received, the invoice should 


be initialed, dated and forwarded to Purchasing, with any 
packing slip(s) attached. The Purchase Order number should 
be noted on the invoice.  This document gives Purchasing the 
authority to pay the invoice. 


 
  3. All Other Orders. 
 
   a. Orders which are not for capital outlay and which do not 


exceed $500 $2,500 may be placed directly by departments 
without the need for a Purchase Order.  Vendors should be 
instructed to send invoices directly to the department placing 
the order. 


 
   b. Whenever practical, quotations should be obtained from at 


least three (3) vendors and the order placed with the lowest 
responsible bidder in consideration of the standards set forth 
in the Purchasing Ordinance Chapter 7, Title 1, Section 1.192 
(1)(a((vii). 


 
   c. When the order and invoice have been received, the payment 


should be entered by the receiving department as a direct pay 
into HTE per established procedures. 


 
  4. If order forms, registration forms or other types of paperwork are to 


be sent to the vendor along with the payment, these items, along 
with one copy of each, should be attached to the payment’s 
supporting documentation. 


 
VI. Purchases Over $6,000. 
 
 A. Legal Requirements. 
 


1. All contracts for purchases which exceed $6,000 must be approved by 
City Commission after the competitive bidding process has been 
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completed. 
 


2. Competitive bidding need not be conducted under the following 
circumstances: 


 
   a. Competitive bidding need not be conducted for purchases 


greater than $6,000 but less than $12,000 if 5/7 of City 
Commission members vote to dispense with this process. 


 
   b. A contract may be awarded by the City Commission for the 


purchasing of supplies and/or contractual services without 
submitting the purchase through the competitive bidding 
process as set forth herein when there is only a sole-source 
for the purchase and the requesting department head has 
provided reasonable justification to the city manager in writing 
that circumstances exist that preclude obtaining competition. 


 
  3. An invitation for bids must be publicized "no less than five (5) days 


preceding the last day set for the receipt of ... bids." 
 
  4. The invitation must include a general description of the supplies or 


services to be purchased.  It must also state where bid forms and 
specifications may be obtained, when they must be filed and when 
the bids will be opened.  


 
  5. Bidders shall be instructed to submit sealed bids which are clearly 


identified as bids on the outside of the envelope. 
 
  6. Bids are to be opened publicly at the time, place and date specified 


in the invitation for bids. 
 
  7. Bids are to be recorded, tabulated and available for public 


inspection. 
 
  8. The Purchasing Agent or Department Head shall determine and 


recommend the name of the lowest responsible bidder based on the 
criteria established in the Ordinance. 
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B. City Policies. 
 


  1. Competitive Bidding 
 
   a. Invitation for bids 
 
    1. Invitations for bids are to be placed in suitable trade or 


other publications, and/or on acceptable e-
procurement systems (such as the Michigan 
Intergovernmental Trade Network). 


 
    2. In addition, the Purchasing Agent or Department Head 


may solicit sealed bids from all persons who are on the 
most current "bidders" list by mailing them a copy of 
the public advertisement so as to acquaint them with 
the proposed purchase. 


 
    3. Invitations for bids sent to prospective bidders on the 


"bidders' list" shall be limited to commodities that are 
similar in character and ordinarily handled by the trade 
group to which the invitations are sent. 


 
   b. Bid opening 
 
    1. All bids received should be time-stamped and remain 


unopened until the date and hour of the bid opening. 
 
   c. Selection of Lowest Responsible Bidder 
 
    1. The City is not obligated to purchase from the lowest 


bidder.  In addition, all bids may be rejected by City 
Commission if deemed to be in the best interests of the 
City. 


 
    2. All bidders, successful and unsuccessful, are to be 


notified of City Commission's decision. 
 
    3. Any bid bonds received from unsuccessful bidders are 


to be returned in a timely manner.  Any deposits for 
specifications are to be returned upon receipt of the 
specifications. 
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  2. Award of Contract 
 
   a.  Formal written contract -- 
 
    1. The City Attorney's review and approval is required for 


all formal written contracts.  
 
   b. Purchase order -- 
 
    1. Follow procedures as specified in Section V, C2.  
 
VII. Emergency Purchases. 
 
 A. Legal Requirements --  Normal purchasing procedures may be 


circumvented only in the case of an emergency; that is, when there is "an 
apparent threat to the public safety, health or welfare of the City or its 
citizens." 


 
 B. City Policy --  Emergency purchases may be made in accordance with the 


ordinance at the discretion of the City Manager. 
 
VIII. Petty Cash Purchases. 
 
 A. Legal Requirements --  The petty cash fund maintained by the Treasurer is 


to be used for the purchase of incidentals and may be authorized by 
Department Heads. 


 
 B. City Policy --  Petty cash is to be used for non-repetitive items not 


exceeding $50.  
 
 C. Procedures 
 
  1. Any cash removed from the fund must be replaced by a pre-


numbered petty cash voucher accompanied by a receipt or invoice 
from the supplier of the item or service purchased. 


 
 
  2. The receipt or invoice must detail the type and amount of the 


expenditure.  The petty cash voucher must indicate the appropriate 
account number to which the purchase should be charged, and 
indicate the department head's approval. 
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  3. Each department that has a petty cash fund must designate one 
person to have custody and responsibility for the fund.  This 
responsibility includes balancing the fund daily; requesting 
reimbursement of the fund; and insuring the funds are at all times in 
a locked and safe location. 


 
  4. To insure accountability for each petty cash fund, the fund must be 


balanced daily.  Therefore, the sum of all unused cash and petty 
cash vouchers should equal the total of the respective department's 
petty cash total.  If the actual balance is ever different from the 
amount that should be in the fund, the Finance Department should 
be contacted immediately. 


 
  5. When requesting reimbursement of petty cash funds, the appropriate 


petty cash vouchers, along with supporting receipt, etc., must be 
submitted to the Treasurer's Office.  This should be done at regular 
intervals to avoid running the fund too low.  No reimbursements will 
be made without the required supporting documentation. 


 
IX. Request for Manual Checks. 
 
 A. City Policy 
 
  1. Because manual checks are issued prior to City Commission 


approval, they are to be used only when absolutely necessary and 
are subject to approval by the Finance Director. 


 
 B. Procedures 
 
  1. Prepare a written request for payment that: 
 
   a. Is clearly marked “MANUAL CHECK.” 
 
   b.  Indicates the date the check is needed. 
 
   c. Includes all necessary information, including vendor 


name/number, account number, and the department head (or 
authorized designee’s) signature. 


 
  2. Attach all supporting documentation. 
   
 
  3. Deliver to Purchasing Agent or Purchasing Clerk. 
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  4. The check will be prepared upon approval of the Finance Director. 
 
  5. The check will be mailed or delivered immediately upon completion. 
 
X. Purchase of Recycled Materials. 
 
 A. City Policy -- City Commission recommended the purchase of recycled 


paper whenever possible at the meeting of May 23, 1988.  Further, at its 
meeting of May 14, 1990, the City Commission passed a resolution 
whereby all attempts to purchase supplies, materials and equipment with 
recycled materials will be incorporated and aggressively pursued. 


 


 


XI.   Disposal of Obsolete, Worn or Surplus Supplies.  Items determined to be of surplus 
nature, i.e., those items deemed of no further use to the city and/or which are obsolete or 
worn out, shall be subject to disposal in the following manner: 


A. An item with an original value of less than FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500) 
$2,500 shall be disposed of by the best and most efficient means in the 
judgment of the using department and the finance department, taking into 
account such factors as storage and handling costs and advertising. 


B. An item with an original value of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500) $2,500 
TO SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS ($6,000) to $6,000 shall be disposed of in 
one of the following methods: 


1. Sale after obtaining informal quotes. 


2. Auction. 


3. Manufacturer trade in. 


4. By the best and most efficient means in the judgment of the using 
department and the finance department, taking into account such 
factors as storage and handling costs and advertising, with the 
approval of the city manager. 


C. An item with an original value in excess of SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($6,000) $6,000 shall be disposed of  in one of the following methods:  


1. Sale after obtaining formal quotes and going through the bid 
procedure. 
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2. Auction. 


3. Manufacturer trade in. 


4. By the best and most efficient means in the judgment of the using 
department and the finance department, taking into account such 
factors as storage and handling costs and advertising, with the 
approval of the city commission. 


 


  


XI. Procurement for Federally Funded Projects 
 


A. City Policy – Purchases using federal grants shall conform to the 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Uniform Administrative 
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal 
Grants as revised below. 


B. Methods of Procurement – The City will use one of five methods of 
procurement when using federal funds:  Micro-Purchase; Small 
Purchase; Sealed Bids; Competitive Proposal; Noncompetitive 
Proposal (Sole Source). 


C. Micro-Purchase Method 


1. Purchases less than $2,500 can be made without soliciting 
quotes from qualified suppliers. 


2. To the extent practicable, micro-purchases must be 
distributed equitably amongst qualified suppliers. 


D. Small Purchase Method 


1. Purchases between $2,500 and $6,000 requires quotations 
from at least 3 qualified sources. 


2. If a Department Head chooses a supplier other than the lowest 
cost supplier, they must document the reasons for choosing 
the other supplier. 


3. A purchase order must be created by the responsible 
department and the quotations and any other relevant 







 


 
 
 12 


documents attached. 


E. Sealed Bids 


1. Purchases $6,000 or greater must use either sealed bid 
procurement or competitive proposal.  Sealed bid is the 
“preferred method” for construction project funded with 
federal grant funds. 


2. Requests for bids must be publicly advertised using the MITN 
vendor database.  Other publications that are widely 
distributed may be used in addition to MITN. 


3. The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and 
responsible bidder.  


4. Any or all bids may be rejected if there is a sound documented 
reason. 


5. Documentation of all the bids received and a bid table must be 
maintained by the responsible department for audit purposes. 
 If the lowest bidder was not selected, the reasons for the non-
selection must also be kept with the bids. 


 


6. In purchases exceeding the Simplified Acquisition Threshold 
(currently at $150,000 and adjusted annually), the City must 
make an independent estimate of the cost of the procurement 
prior to receiving bids or proposals. 


 
7. The City must negotiate profit as a separate element of the 


price for each contract in which there is no price competition 
and in all cases where a cost analysis is performed. 
 


F. Competitive Proposal 
 


1. Purchases $6,000 or greater when the sealed bid method is 
not appropriate. 
 


2. Requests for bids must be publicly advertised using the MITN 
vendor database.  Other publications that are widely 
distributed may be used in addition to MITN. 


 
3. Request for Proposals must include the evaluation factors and 
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their relative importance.  Any response to publicized requests 
for proposals must be considered to the maximum extent 
possible. 


 
4. A written method for conducting technical evaluations of the 


proposals and selecting of the supplier must be prepared 
before the receipt of proposals. 


 
5. Documentation of the evaluation factors, the technical review, 


and the selection of the proposal must be maintained by the 
responsible department for audit purposes.  
 


6. In purchases exceeding the Simplified Acquisition Threshold 
(currently at $150,000 and adjusted annually), the City must 
make an independent estimate of the cost of the procurement 
prior to receiving bids or proposals. 


 
7. The City must negotiate profit as a separate element of the 


price for each contract in which there is no price competition 
and in all cases where a cost analysis is performed. 
 


G. Noncompetitive Proposals (Sole Source) 
 


1. City may only use noncompetitive proposals if one or more of 
the following circumstances apply: 
 
a) The item is available only from one source; 


 
b) The public exigency or emergency for the requirement 


will not permit a delay resulting from competitive 
solicitation; 


 
c) The Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity 


expressly authorizes noncompetitive proposals in 
response to a written request from the City; 
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d) After solicitation of a number of sources, competition is 
determined inadequate. 


2. Documentation of reason for procurement under 
noncompetitive proposals is crucial in preventing questioned 
costs.  Therefore, all decisions under this procurement must 
be well documented and attached to a purchase order. 


H. Competition 


1. Policy – It shall be the policy of the City to encourage an open 
and competitive procurement process.  This will be 
accomplished as follows: 


a) Contractors that develop or draft specifications, 
requirements, statements of work, and invitations for 
bids or requests for proposals must be excluded from 
competing for such procurements. 


b) No unreasonable requirements must be placed on firms 
in order for them to qualify to do business. 


c) No unnecessary experience or excessive bonding 
requirements must be included in the bids/proposals. 


d) Noncompetitive contracts to consultants that are on 
retainer contracts will not be made. 


e) Brand names will not be used in bids unless “or equal 
product” is included and a description of the 
performance or other relevant requirement of the 
purchase is stated. 


f) State or local geographical preferences will not be 
included in the evaluations of bids/proposals unless 
specifically allowed by Federal statute. 


g) Bid advertisement must be placed in enough qualified 
sources as to ensure maximum open and free 
competition. 


I. Use of Small and Minority Businesses, Women’s Business 
Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area Firms. 
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1. The City must take all necessary affirmative steps to assure 
that minority businesses, women’s business enterprises, and 
labor surplus firms are used when possible. 


2. If the City’s contractor is using subcontractors, the contractor 
must also take steps to assure that minority businesses, 
women’s business enterprises, and labor surplus firms are 
used when possible. 


J. Procurement of Recovered Materials 
 


1. The City and its contractor must comply with Section 6002 of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act.  The requirements of Section 
6002 include procuring only items designated in guidelines of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at 40 CFR Part 247 
that contain the highest percentage of recovered materials 
practicable, consistent with maintaining a satisfactory level of 
competition; where the purchase price of the item exceeds 
$10,000. 
 


K. Bonding Requirements 
 


1. For construction or facility improvement contracts or 
subcontracts exceeding the Simplified Acquisition Threshold 
(currently set at $150,000 and adjusted annually), the minimum 
bonding requirements must be followed (unless a Federal 
awarding agency has granted a lower amount or waiver of 
some of the requirements): 
 
a) A bid guarantee from each bidder equivalent to five 


percent of the bid price.  The “bid guarantee” must 
consist of a firm commitment such as a bid bond, 
certified check, other negotiable instrument 
accompanying a bid. 


 
b) A performance bond on the part of the contractor for 


100 percent of the contract price. 
 


c) A payment bond on the part of the contractor for 100 
percent of the contract price. 


 
L. Other Contract Provisions 
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1. Contracts for more than the Simplified Acquisition Threshold 


(currently set at $150,000 and adjusted annually), must 
address administrative, contractual, or legal remedies in 
instances where contractors violate or breach contract terms, 
and provide for such sanctions and penalties as appropriate. 


 
2. Contracts in excess of $10,000 must address termination for 


cause and for convenience by the City including the manner 
by which it will be effected and the basis for settlement. 


 
3. Contracts that meet the definition of “federally assisted 


construction contract” under 41 CFR Part 60, must include the 
equal opportunity clause provided under 41 CFR 60-1.4(b). 


 
4. When required by Federal program legislation, all prime 


construction contracts in excess of $2,000 awarded by the City 
must include a provision for compliance with the Davis-Bacon 
Act. 


 
5. A contract award must not be made to parties listed on the 


government-wide Excluded Parties List System in the System 
for Award Management (SAM). 


 
6. Contractors that apply or bid for an award of $100,000 or more 


must file the Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment required 
certification. 


 
M. Gifts, Rebates Prohibited; Conflict of Interest Prohibited 


 
1. All officials and employees of the City are prohibited from 


soliciting, demanding, accepting or agreeing to accept directly 
or indirectly, from any person to which a contract might be 
awarded or is awarded any gift, offer of employment, rebate, 
money or anything of material value whatsoever, except where 
given for the sole use and benefit of the city. 


 
2. The City will not enter into a contract to furnish supplies or 


contractual services to the City from any city official, his or 
her spouse, child or parent, for from any corporation, 
association or partnership in which any city official, his or her 
spouse, child or parent, has any direct or indirect interest.  
Ownership of less than (1%) of the stock or other equity 
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interest in a corporation or unincorporated business shall not 
be deemed to be a disqualifying interest.  Employment by a 
business entity shall be deemed to be a disqualifying interest 
only if such employment is in an administrative, managerial or 
executive capacity in which the employee could in any way 
influence the decisions of the business entity with regard to 
contract proposals or other transactions contemplated by this 
section. 


 
3. Every written contract entered into by the City shall contain a 


provision to the effect that if subsequent to entering into the 
contract a city official, has or her spouse, child or parent shall 
become directly or indirectly interested in the contract, the 
City shall have the right to terminate the contract without 
further liability if the disqualification has not been removed 
with thirty (30) days after the City has given notification of the 
disqualifying interest. 


 
4. Violation of any part of this section will result in disciplinary 


action as outlined in the City’s Ethics Ordinance. 
 
 
 
 


  





		Purchasing Guideline Changes Memo
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MEMORANDUM 
Community Development Department 


DATE:  January 5, 2015 


To:  Joe Valentine, City Manager 


From:  Matthew Baka, Senior Planner 


Subject: Sign Ordinance Amendment for Vacant Window Covering 


Background 
At the direction of the City Manager, the Planning Department has been working 
on ordinance language that would deal with the use of window coverings for 
commercial storefronts that are either vacant or under construction.  Currently, 
there are no specific guidelines that regulate properties under these 
circumstances.  The City receives regular inquiries from property and business 
owners on this topic.   


Accordingly, the Planning Department has drafted ordinance language that will 
regulate the use of window covering by allowing images and designs to be 
installed on the entire window while restricting text to the current window 
signage standards, which is 12 sq. ft. per frontage or 18 sq. ft. per frontage if 
the business is located on Woodward. 


On December 3, 2014 the Design Review Board reviewed the attached draft Sign 
Ordinance language (draft minutes attached) and was asked for suggestions 
and/or concerns so that the language could be vetted before taking the proposal 
to the City Commission for adoption.  The Board reviewed the language and had 
no objections to the proposal. 


The City Attorney has also reviewed the draft of the Sign Ordinance amendment, 
and has no concerns. 


SUGGESTED ACTION: 
TO AMEND ARTICLE 1, SECTION 1.06, TEMPORARY BUSINESS SIGN 
STANDARDS, SUBSECTION E, TO PERMIT VACANT WINDOW COVERING AND 
ARTICLE 2, TABLE B, TEMPORARY BUSINESS SIGN STANDARDS, TO ADD 
VACANT WINDOW COVERING STANDARDS 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 


ORDINANCE NO. _________ 


THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM ORDAINS: 


AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE SIGN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
BIRMINGHAM: 


TO AMEND ARTICLE 1, SECTION 1.06, TEMPORARY BUSINESS SIGN 
STANDARDS, TO AMEND SUBSECTION E TO PERMIT VACANT WINDOW 
COVERING. 


1.06   Temporary Business Sign Standards 


This Temporary Business Sign Standards section applies to the following districts: 


PP, O1, O2, B1, B2, B2b, B2c, B3, B4 


The following temporary business sign standards apply:  


A. – D. Unchanged. 


E. Window covering for Vacant Storefronts 


1. Permit: See Table B for specific permitting requirements.


2. Duration:  Window covering may be in place while the
storefront space is vacant and during tenant build out. 


3. Copy: Text and/or letters contained in window covering may
not exceed the permitted window signage allotment, See Table 
B, Window Signage for specific requirements. 


4. Design:  Window covering is permitted to contain images
related to a future tenant, decorative displays, or civic activities.  
Such images may not contain text in excess of the allowable 
window signage and may not contain images deemed to be 
garish or offensive as determined by the City Planner. 


5. Application and Maintenance:  Window covering must be applied to
the windows in a well-ordered and consistent manner.  Torn or dirty 
covering must be replaced as necessary.  







 


 


 
ORDAINED this ________ day of ____________, 2015 to become effective upon 
publication. 
 
 
_______________________ 
Stewart Lee Sherman, Mayor 
 
 
_______________________ 
Laura Pierce, City Clerk 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 


 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
 


ORDINANCE NO. _________ 
 


THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM ORDAINS: 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 86, SIGNS, OF THE CODE  


OF THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM: 


 


TO AMEND ARTICLE 2, TABLE B, TEMPORARY BUSINESS SIGN STANDARDS, TO 
ADD VACANT WINDOW COVERING STANDARDS 
 
 
 
Section 86, Article 2-Table B, Temporary Business Sign Standards:  
 
 
Type of 
Sign 


Permit 
Required 


Maximum Area Maximum 
Height 


Illumination 
(see also 
Section 
1.03) 


Maximum 
Number 


Vacant 
window 
covering 


No Covering may fill entire window but 
text and/or letters contained in 
window covering may not exceed the 
permitted window signage allotment, 
See Table B, window signage for 
specific requirements. 


          
N/A 
 


Not 
permitted 


None 


 
 
 


ORDAINED this ________ day of ____________, 2015 to become effective upon 
publication. 
 
 
_______________________ 
Stewart Lee Sherman, Mayor 
 
 
_______________________ 
Laura Pierce, City Clerk 
 
 







 


 


DRAFT MINUTES 
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 


MINUTES OF DECEMBER 3, 2014 
Municipal Building Commission Room 


151 Martin, Birmingham, Michigan 
             
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Design Review Board (“DRB”) held 
Wednesday, December 3, 2014. Acting Chairperson Darlene Gehringer called 
the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 
 
Present: Acting Chairperson Darlene Gehringer; Board Members Mark Coir, 


Natalia Dukas, Michael Willoughby 
 
Absent: Chairman John Henke; Board Members Vice-Chairman Keith 


Deyer, Shelli Weisberg; Student Representatives Mitch Boorstein, 
Cambrea Rush 


 
Administration: Matthew Baka, Sr. Planner 
  Carole Salutes, Recording Secretary 
 


12-78-14 
 


SHORT TERM PROJECTS  
Vacant Window Covering 
 
Mr. Baka reported that at the direction of the city manager, the Planning Dept. 
has been working on ordinance language that would deal with the use of window 
coverings for commercial storefronts that are either vacant or under construction. 
Currently, there are no specific guidelines that regulate properties under these 
circumstances. The City receives regular inquiries from property and business 
owners on this topic. Accordingly, the Planning Dept. has drafted ordinance 
language that will regulate the use of window covering by allowing images and 
designs to be installed on the entire window while restricting text to the current 
window signage standards, which is 12 sq. ft. or 18 sq. ft. if the business is 
located on Woodward Ave.  Mr. Baka explained lettering on an image would be 
counted towards the allowable 12 sq. ft. of text. 
. 
At this time, the Planning Dept. is requesting that the Design Review Board 
review the draft sign ordinance language and relay any comments, suggestions 
or concerns so that the language may be vetted before taking the proposal to the 
City Commission for adoption.   
 
The City Attorney has reviewed the draft of the Sign Ordinance amendment, and 
has no concerns. 
 







 


 


TO AMEND ARTICLE 1, SECTION 1.06, TEMPORARY BUSINESS SIGN 
STANDARDS, TO AMEND SUBSECTION E TO PERMIT VACANT WINDOW 
COVERING. 
 
E. Window Covering for Vacant Storefronts 
 
 1.   Permit:  See Table B for specific permitting requirements. 
 2.   Duration:  Window covering may be in place while the storefront  
  space is vacant and during tenant build-out. 
 3. Copy:  Text and/or letters contained in window covering may not  
  exceed the permitted window signage allotment,  See Table B,  
  Window Signage for specific requirements. 
 4. Design:  Window covering is permitted to contain images related to  
  a future tenant, decorative displays, or civic activities.  Such images 
  may not contain text in excess of the allowable window signage and 
  may not contain images deemed to be garish or offensive as  
  determined by the city planner.  
 5. Application and Maintenance:  Window covering must be applied  
  to the windows in a well ordered and consistent manner.  Torn or  
  dirty covering must be replaced as necessary. 
 
DRB members agreed to go on record as not objecting to the proposed 
ordinance amendment.   
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MEMORANDUM 
City Manager’s Office 


DATE: January 5, 2015 


TO: City Commission 


FROM: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


SUBJECT: Appointment of Finance Director/Treasurer 


As you know, current Finance Director/Treasurer Sharon Ostin announced in October her 
intention to retire effective January 16, 2015 following more than 25 years of service 


The City Charter provides that the City Manager may appoint a Finance Director/Treasurer with 
the advice and consent of the City Commission. 


An internal posting of the position resulted in current Assistant Finance Director Mark Gerber 
becoming a candidate for the position of Finance Director/Treasurer.  Having served as 
Assistant Finance Director for the past 15 years, Mr. Gerber is well known to the Commission 
and the community. 


By way of qualifications, Mr. Gerber holds a CPA certification and meets all education and 
experience requirements for the position of Finance Director/Treasurer.  


An extensive and wide ranging interview of Mr. Gerber by the City Manager and Mr. Joe 
Heffernan of Plante Moran took place on December 17th.  


It is the City Manager’s recommendation to appoint Mark Gerber as Finance Director/Treasurer 
effective January 17, 2015.    


SUGGESTED RESOLUTION:  
To concur in the City Manager’s appointment of Mark Gerber as Finance Director/Treasurer, 
effective January 17, 2015. 


6D
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MEMORANDUM 


Finance Department 


DATE: December 23, 2014 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Mark Gerber, Assistant Finance Director 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 


SUBJECT: Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner Operations 


Per your request, I have reviewed financial data of the Oakland County Water Resources 
Commissioner (WRC) related to the Evergreen-Farmington Sewage Disposal System (EFSDS), 
the George W. Kuhn Sewage Disposal System (GWKSDS), and the three combined sewage 
overflow basins for the past 5 years.  I have attached the summarized data I reviewed to this 
report. 


Evergreen-Farmington Sewage Disposal System 
From the 2009-2010 to 2013-2014 rate years, the overall portion of the WRC sewage disposal 
rate increased from $2.04 to $3.08, an increase of $1.04, or 51% (see rate history page).  Most 
of this increase (69%) is attributable to reserves.  The reserves are used to fund capital 
improvement projects in the future.  According to the WRC’s rate notification letter dated April 
22, 2009 (2009-2010 rate year), the reserve is required as follows, “Effective in 1992, as a part 
of the Evergreen-Farmington SDS grant program, the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) required that the District establish a separate replacement reserve for the 
purpose of replacing equipment with a life expectancy of 20 years or less, such as pumps, 
motors, and control equipment.  This amounts to $93,900 yearly or $.05 per MCF”.  As you can 
see this has now grown from $.05 to $.77.   


The other major portion of the rate increase is for debt service on bonds issued by the County 
for the EFSDS.  This increased the WRC rate by $.33, or 31%.  While the maintenance and 
operations portion of the WRC rate increased $.10, this was offset by an increase in 
miscellaneous revenue of $.11.   


According to the County’s last audit report dated September 30, 2013, the EFSDS has a net 
position of $25,596,015 of which $1,782,024 is unrestricted and $7,175,188 is restricted for 
programs (see Evergreen-Farmington Sewage Disposal System Financial Summary).  The 
remainder of the net position is invested in capital assets.  The September 30, 2013, net 
position balance is down compared to the 2009 balance of $33,392,872 (which is made up of 
unrestricted balance $16,243,163 and investment in capital assets of $17,149,709).  It appears 
that the system has sustained heavy losses in four of the last five years, which seems odd given 
that their largest expense (sewage disposal) is entirely charged back based on sewage flows.  
As a result of the low net position, the County has had to issue bonds to make capital 
improvements to the system.  I would anticipate that the County will continue to raise the 
amount for reserves in their future rate letters to compensate for these low balances (for rate 
year 2014-2015 the reserve requirement increased $1,120,000 system-wide). 


R10E1
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Potential questions to raise: 
1. What projects are envisioned for the Evergreen-Farmington System and how will these


be financed?  Will any of these new projects be charged to Birmingham?
2. The Northeast Interceptor projects involve work at several locations mostly upstream of


Birmingham.  Will the funds needed for these projects be charged separate from the
reserves?


3. What is the target construction date for the sewer replacement proposed in our
municipal parking lot #6 (at 600 N. Old Woodward Ave.)?


4. How do you set your rates including the amount for reserves?
5. Does the WRC have a reserve policy (i.e. what are limits that the WRC tries to maintain


reserves)?  If so, what is it?
6. Are amounts for reserves in the rates for future projects or current projects?
7. If future projects, how can these reserves accumulate when the system has had


significant operating losses over the past few years?  How will this affect future rates?
8. What is the WRC’s financial plan for this system?


George W. Kuhn Sewage Disposal System 
From the 2009-2010 to 2013-2014 rate years, the overall portion of the WRC sewage disposal 
rate increased from $.76 to $.96, an increase of $.20 or 26%(see George W. Kuhn Sewage 
Disposal System Financial Summary).  The amount of the rate contributed to reserves increased 
$.62.  There was nothing contained in the rate letters explaining why a rate for reserves was 
added as there was nothing charged in 2009.  Maintenance and operating expenses decreased 
during that same period by $.29, or 35%.  It is not known whether part of this rate previously 
had a reserve built into it or whether it truly was a decrease in expenses for maintenance. 
Miscellaneous revenue increased during this period with the overall effect of reducing the rate 
by an additional $.13. 


According to the September 30, 2013, audit report, the GWKSDS has a total net position of 
$36,891,933 which is consists of $3,728,047 investment in capital assets; $11,543,178 reserved 
for programs; and $21,620,708 unrestricted.  This is an increase of $14,827,127, or 67%, in net 
position since 2009.  The GWKSDS appears to be in sound financial condition, so the question 
arises about whether the reserve charges are appropriate as they remained the same for rate 
year 2014-2015. 


In addition, there was an odd transaction in 2010, where an advance of $884,639 was made.  
This was a loan to the Drain Equipment Fund for a purchase of two vactor trucks and one jetter 
truck.  It is being systematically paid back to the GWKSDS and appears it will be fully paid back 
in fiscal year 2014.  The Drain Equipment Fund at the time was in a deficit and did not have the 
funds to purchase the trucks directly. 


Potential questions to raise: 
1. What projects are envisioned for the George W. Kuhn System and how will these be


financed?  Will any of these new projects be charged to Birmingham?
2. How do you set your rates including the amount for reserves?
3. Does the WRC have a reserve policy (i.e. what are limits that the WRC tries to maintain


reserves)?  If so, what is it?
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4. It does not appear that much in terms of capital has been paid out of this fund.  What 
are the plans for the reserves?   


5. What is the WRC’s financial plan for this system? 
6. What effect will the solvency of the Drain Equipment Fund have on future rental costs to 


the various sewage disposal systems? 
 


 
Combined Sewer Overflow Basins 
In reviewing the budgets for the CSO’s over the past 5 years (see Drain Budget Summaries), 
most of the budgetary line items are either holding steady or decreasing slightly.  The two 
areas where we have seen increases are sewage disposal and replacement reserves.  MDEQ 
does require that reserves be maintained for replacement of facility equipment.  However, as 
you can see, the WRC also has reserves that are in addition to the MDEQ requirements.  The 
purpose of these reserves was to provide a more stable budget from year to year instead of 
funding major repairs or maintenance items as they are needed.  The Bloomfield Village CSO 
had a pipe collapse a couple of years ago which was repaired by using these reserves.  The 
reserves then needed to be replaced in order to fund future planned projects.  That is the 
reason why those reserves were increased so significantly in 2013 and 2014.  In the 2015 
budget, the Bloomfield Village CSO budget for reserves has decreased to $148,750. 
 
Potential questions to raise: 


1. Where in the County’s financial statements are these RTB’s recorded? 
2. How are the amounts for reserves in the budget determined? 
3. Does the WRC have a reserve policy for these RTB’s?  If so, what is it? 
4. What is the reasoning for the various levels of reserves and what are their purposes? 
5. Do you foresee any need for replacement of the RTB’s which would require bonding? 


 
WRC Charges in Birmingham’s Sewer Rate 
The WRC’s portion of Birmingham’s overall sewer rate in terms of sewage disposal is small (see 
History of Sewer Rate Components).  Over the past 5 years, their portion of the City’s sewer 
rate has increased from $.54 to $.67, largely due to the increase in reserve requirements.  Also, 
the amount assessed to the City for the 3 RTB budgets has increased the City’s sewer rate by 
$.30, or 25%, over the past 5 years as a result of higher sewage disposal costs and larger 
reserve requirements. 
 
The City’s portion for maintenance costs has risen $.23, or 14%, over the past 5 years, as a 
result of higher personnel benefit costs and depreciation as a result of capital improvements.  
   
 
                                                        
 







2013 2012 2011 2010 2009


ASSETS:


CURRENT:


POOLED CASH & INVESTMENTS 35,012,593    28,049,112     26,702,937      21,668,641      13,281,294     


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 7,572,360      9,172,804       6,832,302         6,386,505         5,138,320       


PREPAYMENTS AND OTHER ASSETS 624,605         658,199          692,145            714,000            748,000           


     TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 43,209,558    37,880,115     34,227,384      28,769,146      19,167,614     


NONCURRENT:


NON-DEPRECIABLE ASSETS 1,003,988      977,442          977,442            618,893            613,529           


DEPRECIABLE ASSETS 2,724,059      4,009,604       5,331,189         6,666,841         8,020,112       


OTHER 142,531         319,459          496,387            673,315            -                   


     TOTAL NONCURRENT ASSETS 3,870,578      5,306,505       6,805,018         7,959,049         8,633,641       


TOTAL ASSETS 47,080,136    43,186,620     41,032,402      36,728,195      27,801,255     


LIABILITIES:


CURRENT:


ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 20,846           24,536            97,311              35,218              6,384               


DUE TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS 9,987,654      8,670,686       9,536,534         7,247,937         5,628,603       


OTHER ACCRUED 179,703         90,240            99,157              93,031              101,462           


TOTAL LIABILITIES 10,188,203    8,785,462       9,733,002         7,376,186         5,736,449       


NET POSITION


INVESTMENT IN CAPITAL ASSETS 3,728,047      4,987,046       6,308,631         7,285,734         8,633,641       


RESTRICTED FOR PROGRAMS 11,543,178    10,258,676     8,858,357         259,957            -                   


UNRESTRICTED 21,620,708    19,155,436     16,132,412      21,806,318      13,431,165     


TOTAL NET POSITION 36,891,933    34,401,158     31,299,400      29,352,009      22,064,806     


REVENUES:


CHARGES FOR SERVICES 46,586,236    47,206,980     44,742,494      40,773,899      33,971,834     


OTHER 1,707,402      12,490            36,766              22,389              17,621             


TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE 48,293,638    47,219,470     44,779,260      40,796,288      33,989,455     


OPERATING EXPENSES


SALARIES & FRINGE 12                   159,209          932,348            885,172            836,219           


CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 43,184,436    41,763,004     40,445,180      32,465,832      36,551,096     


DEPRECIATION 1,326,045      1,321,585       1,335,652         1,361,190         1,360,745       


INTERNAL SERVICES 1,195,334      880,959          205,192            186,523            197,425           


OTHER 202,571         179,342          275,047            131,698            172,514           


TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 45,908,398    44,304,099     43,193,419      35,030,415      39,117,999     


NON-OPERATING REVENUE/(EXPENSES)


INTEREST INCOME 105,535         186,387          303,650            1,521,330         400,735           


CAPITAL CONTRIBUTION -                  -                   57,900              -                    -                   


CHANGE IN NET POSITION 2,490,775      3,101,758       1,947,391         7,287,203         (4,727,809)      


BEGINNING NET POSITION 34,401,158    31,299,400     29,352,009      22,064,806      26,792,615     


ENDING NET POSITION 36,891,933    34,401,158     31,299,400      29,352,009      22,064,806     


ASSET PURCHASES 67,046           -                   358,549            13,283              34,725             


CONTRIBUTED FROM OTHER SOURCES -                  -                   (57,900)             -                    -                   


NET INVESTED FROM FUND 67,046           -                   300,649            13,283              34,725             


ADVANCES 884,639            


BALANCE SHEET


STATEMENT OF REVENUE, EXPENSE, AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS


GEORGE W. KUHN SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM (GWKSDS) FINANCIAL SUMMARY


INVESTMENT IN CAPITAL ASSETS PER CASH FLOW STATEMENT


OTHER USES OF FUND CASH







2013 2012 2011 2010 2009


ASSETS:


CURRENT:


POOLED CASH & INVESTMENTS 10,442,984    14,767,052     15,751,784      17,912,380      14,090,409     


ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 6,043,525      6,033,964       8,872,166         7,230,260         7,180,756       


     TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 16,486,509    20,801,016     24,623,950      25,142,640      21,271,165     


NONCURRENT:


NON-DEPRECIABLE ASSETS 8,539,194      5,257,249       4,323,026         27,681              27,681             


DEPRECIABLE ASSETS 13,710,524    14,563,400     15,416,276      16,269,152      17,122,028     


     TOTAL NONCURRENT ASSETS 22,249,718    19,820,649     19,739,302      16,296,833      17,149,709     


TOTAL ASSETS 38,736,227    40,621,665     44,363,252      41,439,473      38,420,874     


LIABILITIES:


CURRENT:


ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 269,162         690,466           91,997              142,899            41,193             


DUE TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS 7,038,184      7,314,336       6,800,143         5,354,664         4,848,768       


OTHER ACCRUED 221,951         135,929           499,137            752,608            138,041           


CURRENT PORTION OF DEBT 235,000         235,000           135,000            -                     -                    


NONCURRENT:


LONG-TERM DEBT 5,375,915      3,916,226       3,925,000         -                     -                    


TOTAL LIABILITIES 13,140,212    12,291,957     11,451,277      6,250,171         5,028,002       


NET POSITION


INVESTMENT IN CAPITAL ASSETS 16,638,803    15,669,423     15,679,302      16,296,833      17,149,709     


RESTRICTED FOR PROGRAMS 7,175,188      11,231,478     12,399,486      -                     -                    


UNRESTRICTED 1,782,024      1,428,807       4,833,187         18,892,469      16,243,163     


TOTAL NET POSITION 25,596,015    28,329,708     32,911,975      35,189,302      33,392,872     


REVENUES:


CHARGES FOR SERVICES 35,135,586    34,757,797     33,038,749      28,132,516      27,798,950     


OTHER 86,143            346,424           18,894              5,737,792         113,134           


TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE 35,221,729    35,104,221     33,057,643      33,870,308      27,912,084     


OPERATING EXPENSES


SALARIES & FRINGE -                  197,423           923,954            714,862            1,126,686       


CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 36,471,998    37,150,136     32,958,710      27,591,661      31,014,621     


DEPRECIATION 852,876         852,876           852,876            852,876            852,876           


INTERNAL SERVICES 1,254,760      1,307,640       389,417            309,742            318,914           


OTHER 90,259            136,374           182,634            79,839              138,631           


TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 38,669,893    39,644,449     35,307,591      29,548,980      33,451,728     


NON-OPERATING REVENUE/(EXPENSES)


INTEREST INCOME 64,721            86,355             78,414              275,102            436,160           


FEDERAL GRANTS 97,927            103,635           87,607              -                     -                    


CAPITAL CONTRIBUTIONS 815,361         -                    -                     -                     -                    


INTEREST EXPENSE (263,538)        (232,029)         (193,400)           -                     -                    


TRANSFER OUT -                  -                    -                     (2,800,000)       -                    


CHANGE IN NET POSITION (2,733,693)     (4,582,267)      (2,277,327)       1,796,430         (5,103,484)      


BEGINNING NET POSITION 28,329,708    32,911,975     35,189,302      33,392,872      38,496,356     


ENDING NET POSITION 25,596,015    28,329,708     32,911,975      35,189,302      33,392,872     


ASSET PURCHASES 3,281,945      934,223           4,295,345         -                     -                    


PROCEEDS FROM SALE OF BONDS (1,694,689)     (226,226)         (4,060,000)       -                     -                    


CONTRIBUTED FROM OTHER SOURCES (815,361)        -                    -                     -                     -                    


NET INVESTMENT FROM FUND 771,895         707,997           235,345            -                     -                    


BALANCE SHEET


STATEMENT OF REVENUE, EXPENSE, AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS


EVERGREEN - FARMINGTON SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM FINANCIAL SUMMARY


INVESTMENT IN CAPITAL ASSETS PER CASH FLOW STATEMENT







2014 2013 2012 2011 2010


DETROIT RATES:


FIXED 5.05          4.72         4.16         1.64         0.85         


FLOW RATE 11.73       11.31       10.67       11.54       11.04       


     TOTAL DETROIT 16.78       16.03       14.83       13.18       11.89       


WRC RATES:


MAINT. & OPERATING 2.09 2.01 1.92 2.01 1.99


RESERVES


EMERGENCY REPAIR & MAINT. 0.17         0.31         -            


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 0.38          0.32         0.12         0.07         0.05         


MAJOR REPAIR 0.39          0.38         0.31         -            -            


     SUBTOTAL RESERVES 0.77          0.70         0.60         0.38         0.05         


DEBT SERVICE 0.33 0.32 0.22         -            -            


MISC. REVENUE (0.11)        (0.25)        (0.30)        (0.17)        -            


     TOTAL WRC 3.08          2.78         2.44         2.22         2.04         


TOTAL RATE 19.86       18.81       17.27       15.40       13.93       


2014 2013 2012 2011 2010


DETROIT RATES:


FIXED 5.84          5.40         4.72         3.06         2.22         


FLOW RATE 9.00          8.68         8.77         8.98         8.85         


     TOTAL DETROIT 14.84       14.08       13.49       12.04       11.07       


WRC RATES:


MAINT. & OPERATING 0.53          0.56         0.55         0.85         0.82         


RESERVES


EMERGENCY REPAIR & MAINT. 0.07          0.07         0.26         0.25         -            


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 0.16          0.16         0.07         -            -            


MAJOR REPAIR 0.39          0.40         0.30         -            -            


     SUBTOTAL RESERVES 0.62          0.63         0.63         0.25         -            


MISC. REVENUE (0.19)        (0.21)        (0.20)        (0.07)        (0.06)        


     TOTAL WRC 0.96          0.98         0.98         1.03         0.76         


TOTAL RATE 15.80       15.06       14.47       13.07       11.83       


GEORGE W. KUHN RATE HISTORY


EVERGREEN-FARMINGTON RATE HISTORY







2014 2013 2012 2011 2010


SALARIES & FRINGES 132,140       133,483     139,481     175,000       175,000        


UTILITIES 28,774          36,256       37,611        37,000         37,000          


MATERIALS, SUPPLIES


INSURANCE, & CONTRACTS 80,266          84,269       93,439        157,178       267,842        


SEWAGE DISPOSAL 408,158       406,418     343,620     308,959       297,570        


EQUIPMENT RENTAL 23,471          23,993       33,864        33,703         30,493          


REPLACEMENT RESERVES 125,000       110,000     60,000        60,000         60,000          


TOTAL BUDGET 797,809       794,419     708,015     771,840       867,905        


RESERVE BALANCES @ 6/30/14


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 152,767.10  


MAJOR MAINTENANCE 111,154.23  


CSO EQUIPMENT (MDEQ) 298,333.33  


TOTAL 562,254.66  


2014 2013 2012 2011 2010


SALARIES & FRINGES 129,902       147,643     157,640     167,392       166,268        


UTILITIES 44,762          46,503       42,768        51,274         44,000          


MATERIALS, SUPPLIES


INSURANCE, & CONTRACTS 94,390          81,265       90,798        192,219       241,746        


SEWAGE DISPOSAL 474,808       481,401     537,270     359,367       340,080        


EQUIPMENT RENTAL 23,861          24,828       27,607        39,410         37,097          


REPLACEMENT RESERVES 99,000          100,000     72,000        72,000         72,000          


TOTAL BUDGET 866,723       881,640     928,083     881,662       901,191        


RESERVE BALANCES @ 6/30/14


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 115,105.40  


MAJOR MAINTENANCE 128,511.17  


CSO EQUIPMENT (MDEQ) 396,000.00  


TOTAL 639,616.57  


2014 2013 2012 2011 2010


SALARIES & FRINGES 198,768       178,743     179,974     208,748       195,607        


UTILITIES 63,310          52,914       58,771        83,256         57,240          


MATERIALS, SUPPLIES


INSURANCE, & CONTRACTS 94,026          99,527       118,733     231,938       295,397        


SEWAGE DISPOSAL 591,667       611,399     536,959     482,516       453,440        


EQUIPMENT RENTAL 35,358          36,934       37,841        39,944         35,601          


REPLACEMENT RESERVES 191,750       279,000     102,750     72,000         72,000          


TOTAL BUDGET 1,174,879    1,258,517  1,035,028  1,118,402   1,109,285     


RESERVE BALANCES @ 6/30/14


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 167,571.71  


MAJOR MAINTENANCE 21,764.52    


CSO EQUIPMENT (MDEQ) 402,000.00  


TOTAL 591,336.23  


ACACIA PARK CSO DRAIN


BIRMINGHAM CSO DRAIN


BLOOMFIELD VILLAGE CSO DRAIN


DRAIN BUDGET SUMMARIES







2010 2011 2012 2013 2014


COMPONENT SOURCE


DETROIT CHARGE 2.75$       3.43$       3.97$       4.29$       4.39$       


WRC CHARGE 0.54         0.55         0.53         0.64         0.67         


CSO MAINTENANCE 1.22         1.50         1.30         1.37         1.52         


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 0.53         0.58         0.58         0.59         0.58         


CITY MAINTENANCE 1.62         1.76         1.80         1.88         1.85         


TOTAL RATE 6.66$       7.82$       8.18$       8.77$       9.01$       


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM


HISTORY OF SEWER RATE COMPONENTS


FISCAL YEAR 2010-2014
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MEMORANDUM 
Birmingham Historical Museum & Park 


DATE: December 12, 2014 


TO: Joe Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Leslie Pielack, Museum Director 


SUBJECT: 2014 Museum Year in Review Report 


I’m pleased to attach a copy of the 2014 Museum Year in Review Report recently 
shared with the Museum Board at their December 4, 2014 meeting.  The report was 
provided as part of a review of museum progress for the past year and planning for the 
upcoming fiscal year and beyond. 


The Museum Board would like to share this report also with you as a way of 
communicating all that has been achieved by the museum in the past twelve months.  I 
am therefore forwarding a copy of the report to you on their behalf.  
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The Museum has made significant strides in its objectives for this year.  This is a result of good 
communication and coordination between the following: 


• City Commission and city administration, including other departments  
• Museum Board activities and committee work 
• Friends Board efforts, including active projects and committee work 
• Museum staff, including volunteers and unpaid interns 
• Community interest, including the participation of key donors and partners  


The 2013-2016 Strategic Plan has been a focal point in providing the direction that has enabled 
this great progress.  Below is a breakdown of the major achievements in various categories.  
They are all related to objectives identified in the Strategic Plan.  In every way, the Plan has 
been a success, and we are ahead of schedule in every goal area. 


 


ADMINISTRATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS 


1.  A comprehensive draft Collections Policy was written.  It will require revision 
because of legal issues that need clarification, but is otherwise is complete.  It includes 
important proposed language to change the nature of the collection from capitalized to non-
capitalized assets and clarify that they are held in the public trust. A Collections Committee has 
been established, which is an important part of a functioning collections policy.  


2.  A draft Disaster Preparedness Policy was initiated.  It needs additional work, but 
includes specific directives for intervention for various types of disasters that threaten the 
collection or the people who are on site, including various types of damage and interaction with 
other departments such as Police and Fire.   


3.  Both the Museum Board and Friends Boards participated in board development 
activities to help acquaint them with fundraising strategies and development of other sources 
of financial support.  The Friends added two new board members and made significant changes 
that improved their financial management.  The Museum Board has actively worked to seek 
new members to fill open positions. Both boards participated in various committee work and 
have enhanced their communication and collaboration.  Additional work in orientation of new 
board members and recruitment for the Museum Board will continue.   


4.  A Case Statement for fundraising was developed. This was the outcome of the Board 
Development Committee and is an essential first step in working toward strategic fundraising. 


 


2014 Year in Review 
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS/INFRASTRUCTURE 


1.  Gallery lighting has been increased to proper levels.  New track lighting and dimming 
functions now allow proper display in the large Horton Gallery, North Porch, and the entire 
length of Hallway. 


2.  Paint and repair of the water damaged plaster and woodwork in the Horton 
Gallery and the North Porch.  The plaster damage was created by water leak in the windows 
above and couldn’t be addressed until after that repair was properly completed. 


3.  The process is underway to convert an unused room on the second floor yielding 
almost 100 square feet of fire-protected archival space for sensitive documents and 
artifacts.  This project will provide enough safe storage space for the existing archives, as well 
as the CREEM and Steelman Collections, with additional storage for especially important objects 
and documents that currently are not stored in fire-proof areas.  


4.  Public Wi-Fi now available in Allen House and proximity; to be expanded to 
Hunter House in 2015.  This will enable enhanced programming and interpretive possibilities. 
Planning is underway to improve our internet server connection to fiber-optic to enhance all 
staff activities and public access options. 


 


COLLECTION ACHIEVEMENTS 


1.  A donation of the highly significant Charlie Auringer CREEM Collection was 
negotiated and finalized between the donor, the Friends, and the museum.  This is 
one of the key accomplishments for the museum since it opened in 2001.  It will have important 
implications for the museum for years to come through loans, research, and online access 
opportunities.  A traveling version of the CREEM exhibit is being explored that will take the 
collection out to other museums, perhaps nationally in addition to locally, and generate some 
revenue for the museum.  


2.  The Jack Steelman Collection of many hundreds of photos, school memorabilia, 
and valuable clippings, files, and ephemera was donated to the museum.  It is 
awaiting processing, but has the potential to be another very significant acquisition with rare 
photos and invaluable information unique to Birmingham.   


3.  Collection and archival records have been corrected and collection object 
processing backlog has been reduced dramatically.   Hundreds of collection records have 
been corrected or completed, and archival vertical files have been fully inventoried as part of a 
planned re-organization to make them easier to use.  This is important for staff research, but 
particularly important for response to citizen research requests, which are increasing. 


4.  Video Recorded Oral History Project-Former CREEM Staff.  Two hours of group 
discussion and reminiscing by nine former members of the CREEM staff, including editors, 
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writers, and office staffers.  This valuable recording documents events and other details of 
CREEM’s Birmingham years. 


5.  Video Recorded and Transcribed Local Oral History Project (Friends sponsored).  
Over 30 local individuals have now been recorded and several transcriptions have been 
completed for incorporation into our archives of local history.  This project was spearheaded by 
Diane Bert of the Friends and involved donated funds from the community.  Working with 
museum staff, Diane has made sure that proper releases are in place to make the information 
optimally useable.   


EXHIBITS 


• Sounds of Birmingham, whose scope permitted a year-long run and partnerships with 
multiple organizations, including a museum, local collectors, community organizations 
and schools      


EVENTS 


• March, Reception for Opening of Music Exhibition featuring Ken Calvert (ticketed) 
• June, Afternoon Backstage with Chad Smith with Silent Auction (ticketed) and evening 


performance with Axis Academy and Birmingham Bloomfield Community Coalition 
• November, Get CREEMed brought new audiences to the museum  


 
PUBLIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 


• March, Adult Learning Institute Program (Auburn Hills Campus) (Museum Director) 
• May, Instrument Farm (Museum) (hosted by McCourt’s Music) 
• May-June, School tours; best attendance ever, over 600 students and adults.  
• July-Aug-September, Young Singer Songwriter Saturdays (Museum) 
• September, Hunter House Harvest garden program (Museum) 
• October, Historic Mask Making activity (Museum) 
• October, A History of Music Education in the Schools, Ron Berndt 
• October, Adult Learning Institute Program (Auburn Hills Campus) (Museum Director) 
• November, Presentation by Susan Whitall, former editor of CREEM (Baldwin Library) 
• November, Candlelight Ghost Tours of Hunter House (city employees) 
• November, Baldwin House (Bham) “Traveling Exhibit” to residents-old photos 
• December, Frontier Christmas Story Time (Museum) with Baldwin Public Library 
• Special Group tours—numerous; Boy Scouts, pre-school, etc. Specialty tours for Smith 


family friends, public television executives, and staff from other museums, among others 


 
OTHER OUTREACH 


• February, Improved/expanded museum website (with city’s conversion to new format) 
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• August, Hosted local small museum directors for informal discussion and networking 
• September, Conference presentation by Museum Director and Museum Assistant on 


displaying Native American artifacts, Michigan Museum Association annual conference 
September, Museum Director presentation to Parks and Recreation Board RE: park 
improvements and coordination of park planning efforts and initiatives 


• September, November and December, Museum staff reciprocal visits to Cranbrook 
Institute of Science, Detroit Historical Museum, Arab American National Museum, 
networking and collaborating, exhibit development and joint programs 


• October, Museum Board members’ presentation to school board, Hill School Bell Project 
• November, Museum Board Chair to Principal Shopping District Board, board opening 


 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 


• Michigan Museum Association Award of Excellence, Best New Experience 
• City Commission, recognition of Museum Director for successful Chad Smith event 


 
FUNDRAISING, MARKETING, and MEMBERSHIP 


• Hill School Bell Project, developed relationship with donor for matching funds and 
Museum Board and Friends Board formed active Joint Fundraising Committee to develop 
campaign with collaboration from school to complete the funds   


• Friends Annual Festive Tables Luncheon, filled to capacity in third year 
• Logo modification, freshened and added text with emphasis on ‘Museum’ 
• Membership outreach, development of new approach to annual appeal for Friends  
• DIA ‘Inside Out’ Site for art installation, in development for 2015 
• Visitation increase (site), approximately 30% on average 
• Facebook Likes increase, more than doubled since the beginning of the year, with 


interesting content changing all the time and increasing re-posts.  We will hit the magic 
500 mark soon, a big Facebook threshold associated with even greater reach 


 
PERSONNEL/STAFFING 


• Volunteer program and structure development, unpaid summer internship 
programs yielding high quality staff assistance, have been developed and networked   


• Paid staffing improvements,  short term/seasonal staffing program for school tours 
was initiated and proved successful, and museum staff received needed pay increases 


• Staff professional development, museum staff, Museum Board, and Friends Board 
members participated in professional development workshops and activities 


 
Respectfully submitted,  
Leslie Pielack, Museum Director 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 


DATE: January 7, 2015 


TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 


FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 


SUBJECT: Staff Report – Parks and Recreation Board Report 


The attached report is being submitted from the Parks and Recreation Board as it was an added 
item on the night of the meeting to the January 6, 2015 Parks and Recreation Board agenda. 
The report was supported by the Parks and Recreation Board. 


In turn, the Parks and Recreation Board requested this be submitted to you in order for it to be 
forwarded to the City Commission. 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 
 
   Subject:  Parks and Recreation Board 


   Interim Report on Priority Projects 
 


Prior to the September 15, 2014 joint meeting with the Birmingham City Commission 
(Commission), the Parks and Recreation Board (Board) toured the parks to identify 
potential opportunities for improvements and attempt to develop a priority to accomplish 
such improvements.    
 
Following is an interim report summarizing the results of the joint meeting and 
identifying courses of action for Board activities in the coming months. 
 
MANOR PARK 
 
Although long recognized as a nature preserve, this beautiful park is underutilized, due 
primarily to its anonymity. The joint meeting highlighted the fact that most residents are 
unaware of the parks existence, as well as its location.  Unfortunately, the initial 
Recreation Master Plan (2000-2005) incorrectly listed Manor Park as 2.21 acres and 
categorized it as a Neighborhood Park, i.e., one that is the recreational and social focus of 
the neighborhood.  At 8.47 acres, this is the largest park currently identified as a 
Neighborhood Park.  A nature preserve serves a broader purpose, i.e., one that focuses on 
meeting community-based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and 
open spaces; this is an important criterion for identification as a Community Park.    
Access to Manor Park is difficult and parking is virtually nonexistent.  The neighborhood 
currently uses this facility as a dog park.   
 
Actions indicated to improve this park: 


1. Identify it as a Community Park. 
2. Advertise the park’s amenities (website, quarterly, and BBAC). 
3. Investigate relocating the entrance to north and improving parking. 


 
POPPLETON PARK 
 
Arguably the City’s busiest park, traffic congestion and lack of on-site parking are 
problems well known to users and neighborhood residents.  The Board recommends 
relocating the park’s entrance to Madison, closing the Rivenoak entrance and developing 
the unused area east of the tennis courts to accommodate additional parking, thereby 
eliminating the existing problems.   The need for a Master Plan is questionable.  
 
Actions indicated to improve this park: 


1. Traffic study for Madison. 
2. Traffic study for Lawndale, including rationale for one-way south. 
3. Notice to neighbor on Madison. 
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LINN SMITH/ LINDEN PARK 
 
Construction of a bridge across the Rouge River would create additional access to Linden 
Park and open the Rouge River Trail to usage from Southfield Road.  Mr. Lasser has 
offered to contribute to funding the bridge and trees to shield homes along the west side 
of Linden Park. 
 
Actions indicated to improve these parks: 


1. Design and locate a bridge (possible contest for high school students). 
2. Pursue funding from Mr. Lasser. 


 
ADAMS PARK 
 
Overall updating of park is needed.  Removal of asphalt pad, updating of basketball court 
and improvement of soccer play area are required.  Neighborhood associations and 
Roeper School should be involved in improvements. 
 
Actions indicated to improve this park: 


1. Contact neighborhood associations and Roeper School for funding. 
2. Improve playground as required. 


 
CRESTVIEW AND BARNUM PARKS 
 
Playgrounds are weedy in both parks.   
 
Improved weed control is required. 
 
UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAYGROUND 
 
Birmingham is devoid of a park that is accessible to the elderly with mobility problems 
and individuals with disabilities.  Other nearby communities have established these parks.  
Consideration is needed to develop a park with universally accessible playground 
facilities.  Grants and corporate sponsorships may be available to assist with funding. 
 
Actions indicated: 


1. Select a location. 
2. Pursue a grant or corporate sponsorship. 


 
ROUGE RIVER TRAIL 
 
This very important City asset is not identified as a City Park.  Pursuit of continual 
improvements, including establishment of a continuous trail, is required. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES 
 
Installation of new park signs with updated park rules has been completed.  Enforcement 
of off-leash dog rules is required. 
 
Efforts are required to increase resident awareness of all parks.  Enhanced advertising and 
marketing are required. 
 
 


     PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
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