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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION AGENDA 

JANUARY 8, 2018 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 

7:30 P.M. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Andrew M. Harris, Mayor  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION 
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Announcements: 
• Introduction of Assistant City Manager Tiffany Gunter. 
• The City of Birmingham is seeking input from residents and businesses on choosing a 

new city logo. Surveys are available at City Hall, the Baldwin Public Library, NEXT and on 
the City’s website. 

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s birthday. 
 

 Appointments: 
A. Interviews for Public Arts Board 

1. Monica Neville 
2. Barbara Heller 

B. Appointments to the Public Arts Board 
1. To appoint _____, to the Public Arts Board as a regular, resident member to 

serve a three-year term to expire January 28, 2021. 
2. To appoint _____, to the Public Arts Board as a regular, resident member to 

serve a three-year term to expire January 28, 2021. 

C. Administration of Oath of Office to Appointees 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

A. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of December 4, 2017, as amended. 

B. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of December 11, 2017. 

C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated 
12/13/2017 in the amount of $853,074.63. 

D. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated 
12/20/2017 in the amount of $1,350,602.11. 
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E. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated 
01/03/2018 in the amount of $650,191.37. 

F. Resolution setting Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. for a public hearing to 
consider adoption of the proposed 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

G. Resolution approving the dedication of a ten foot wide easement on the Chesterfield Fire 
 Station property, 1600 W. Maple Rd., to DTE Energy Co., and directing the Mayor and 
 City Clerk to sign the document on behalf of the City. 

H. Resolution adopting the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies with the 
 Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and authorizing City Engineer Paul 
 O’Meara and Assistant City Engineer Austin Fletcher, to apply to MDOT for the 
 necessary permit work within State Highway Right-of-Way on behalf of the City of 
 Birmingham. 

I. Resolution accepting the bid submitted by Bob Adams Towing, Inc. to provide Towing 
and Storage of impounded, abandoned, accident and other motor vehicles, and 
authorizing the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute the contract on behalf of the city. 

J. Resolution accepting the bid submitted by Universal Fidelity LP to provide collection 
 agency services and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the contract on 
 behalf of the city. 

K. Resolution authorizing the Chief of Police to sign the MLCC Police Investigation 
 Report (LC-1800) and approving the liquor license request of Adachi Restaurant 
 Group LLC that requests a new Class C License to be issued under MCL 
 436.1521(A)(1)(B) and SDM License with Outdoor Service (1 Area) to be located at 
 325 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 48009. Furthermore, pursuant 
 to Birmingham City Ordinance, authorizing the City Clerk to complete the Local 
 Approval Notice at the request of Adachi Restaurant Group LLC approving the liquor 
 license request of Adachi that requested a New Class C License to be issued under MCL 
 436.1521 (A)(1)(B) & SDM License with Outdoor Service (1 Area) to be located at 
 325 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 48009. 

L. Resolution accepting the resignation of Lex Kuhne from the Advisory Parking Committee, 
 thanking him for his service, and directing the City Clerk to begin the process of filling 
 the vacancy. 

M. Resolution accepting the resignation of Adam Charles as an Alternate Member of the 
 Historic District Commission, thanking him for his service, and directing the City Clerk to 
 begin the process of filling the vacancy. 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Resolution approving the ordinance amendment to amend the City Code, Part II, 

Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, Article II. Licenses, to delete Sec. 10-107 of Division 5 
and to add Division 6. Violation of License, Contracts or Special Use Permits. 

B.  Continuation of Public Hearing to consider a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and 
Final Site plan - 210 S. Old Woodward – Vinotecca 

 1. Resolution approving a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan  
  for Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward, to allow for a name and concept change  
  from the previous restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on   
  November 8, 2017, including the adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as  
  Option 1; 
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      OR 
 2. Resolution approving a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan  
  for Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward to allow for a name and concept change  
  from the previous restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on   
  November 8, 2017, including the adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as  
  Option 2; 
      OR 
 3. Resolution denying a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for 
  Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward to change the name and concept from the  
  previous restaurant. 

C. Continuation of Public Hearing to consider a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and 
Final Site Plan - 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill 
1. Resolution approving a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan 

for 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill, to utilize the lower level of the building as 
an extension of the 220 Restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on 
November 8, 2017, including the adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as 
Option 1; 

      OR 
2. Resolution approving a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan 

for 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill to utilize the lower level of the building as an 
extension of the 220 Restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on 
November 8, 2017, including the adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as 
Option 2; 

      OR 
 3. Resolution denying a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for 
  220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill to utilize the lower level of the building as an  
  extension of the 220 Restaurant. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Resolution awarding the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project, Contract #1-18(P), to 
 Angelo Iafrate Construction Co., of Warren, MI, in the amount of $7,078,773.32, to be 
 funded from the following accounts: 
  Sewer Fund    590-536.001-981.0100   $1,223,201.26 
  Water Fund    591-537.004-981.0100   $   904,215.08 
  Major Streets Fund   202-449.001-981.0100   $2,199,260.26 
  Major Street Fund  
  (Traffic Control)   202-303.001-977.0100   $   418,827.88 
  General Fund (Sidewalks)  101-444.001-985.7400   $2,315,248.79 
  APS Fund (Parking meters)  585-305.000-811.0000   $    18,020.00 
  TOTAL         $7,078,773.32 
 And further; approving the appropriation and amendment to the 2017-2018 General 

Fund and Water Fund budgets as follows: 
  General Fund 
  Revenues: 
   Draw from Fund Balance 
   101-000.000-400.0000      $   556,659.00 
  Total Revenue        $   556,659.00 
  Expenditures: 
   Sidewalk-Construction/Public Improvements 
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   101.444.001-985.7400      $   556,659.00 
  Total Expenditures        $   556,659.00 
  Water Fund 
  Revenues: 
   Draw from Net Position 
   591-0000.000-400.0000      $    81,145.00 
  Total Revenue        $    81,145.00 
  Expenditures: 
   Water Mains Capital Improvements 
   591-537.004-981.0100      $    81,145.00 
  Total Expenditures        $    81,145.00 

B. Resolution setting Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. for a public hearing of 
necessity for the installation of sewer and water services within the Old Woodward Ave. 
Paving project area, and setting Monday, February 26, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. for a public 
hearing to confirm the roll for the installation of sewer and water services in the Old 
Woodward Ave. Paving project area.  

C. Resolution setting Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. for a public hearing of 
necessity for the installation of sidewalk streetscape adjacent to all properties on Old 
Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St., as well as for 400 feet of Maple Rd. west 
and east of the Old Woodward Ave. intersection, and, if necessity is determined on 
February 12, 2018, setting Monday, February 26, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. for a public hearing 
to review the assessments and to confirm the roll. 

D. Resolution approving the recommendation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board for 
 the installation of pedestrian crossing traffic islands located at Lakepark Ave. and east of 
 Hawthorne Rd., in accordance with the plans prepared for this work, and including this 
 work in the 2018 Concrete Sidewalk Program, at an estimated cost of $108,000. 
 
E. Resolution accepting the recommendations of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 relative to the reconstruction of the following streets: 
 1.  Bennaville Ave. between Edgewood Ave. and Grant St. shall be reconstructed to  
  match its current width of 32 ft. 
 2.  Ruffner Ave. and Chapin Ave. between Grant St. and the Woodward Ave. alley  
  shall be reconstructed as a 26 ft. wide street, supplemented with 3 ft. wide curb  
  extensions (bumpouts) immediately west of the intersection with the alley. 
 3.  Ruffner Ave. between the Woodward Ave. alley to Woodward Ave. shall be 
  reconstructed to match its current width of 32 ft. 
 4.  Chapin Ave. between the Woodward Ave. alley to Woodward Ave. shall be  
  reconstructed to match its current width of 28 ft.  
  

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

X. REPORTS 
A. Commissioner Reports 
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B. Commissioner Comments 
C. Advisory Boards, Committees, Commissions’ Reports and Agendas 
D. Legislation 
E. City Staff 

1. Parking Utilization Report, submitted by City Engineer O’Meara 
2. Allen House Siding Update, submitted by Museum Director Pielack 
  

XI. ADJOURN 
 
 
INFORMATION ONLY 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE:  Individuals requiring accommodations, such as mobility, visual, hearing, interpreter or other assistance, for effective 
participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 (voice), or (248) 644-5115 (TDD) at least one 
day in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión deben 
ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. (Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

tel:%28248%29%20530-1880


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO 
PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 

At the regular meeting of Monday, January 8, 2018 the Birmingham City Commission intends 
to appoint two members to the Public Arts Board to serve three-year terms to expire January 
28, 2021. 

In so far as possible, the members shall represent a major cultural institution, a registered 
architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art historian, and an art consultant. 
Members may also be members of the Historic District Commission, Design Review Board, 
the Parks and Recreation Board, or the Planning Board.  At least four members of the 
Board shall be residents of the City of Birmingham.   

The objectives of the Public Arts Board are to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage; 
to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives 
of the City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors; and to establish an 
environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated by 
providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 

Interested citizens may apply for this position by submitting an application available from the 
city clerk's office.  Applications must be submitted to the city clerk's office on or before noon 
on Wednesday, January 3, 2018.  These applications will appear in the public agenda for the 
regular meeting at which time the commission will discuss recommendations, and may make 
nominations and vote on the appointments.  

Applicant(s) Presented For City Commission Consideration: 

All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code Chapter 
2, Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
To appoint _____________ to the Public Arts Board as a regular, resident member to serve 
a three-year term to expire January 28, 2021. 

To appoint _____________ to the Public Arts Board as a regular, resident member to serve 
a three-year term to expire January 28, 2021. 

Applicant Name Criteria/Qualifications 
Members shall, in so far as possible, represent a major 
cultural institution, a registered architect of the State of 
Michigan, an artist, an art historian, and an art consultant. 
Members may also be members of the Historic District 
Commission, Design Review Board, the Parks and 
Recreation Board, or the Planning Board.   

Residents of the City of Birmingham 
Monica Neville 
1516 E. Melton 

See attached application 

Barbara Heller 
176 Linden 

See attached application and resume 
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PUBLIC ARTS BOARD
City Code - Chapter 78, Article V 
Terms - 3 years 
7 regular members - At least 4 members shall be residents of the City of Birmingham.  The remaining
members may or may not be residents of Birmingham.  In so far as possible, the members shall
represent a major cultural institution, a registered architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art
historian, and an art consultant.  Members may also be members of the HDDRC, the Parks and
Recreation Board, or the Planning Board. 
2 alternate members - must meet one of the already established criteria for regular members  
Objectives -  
 to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage;  
 to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives of the

City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors;  
 to establish an environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated 

by providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 

Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 

E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Cohen Rabbi Boruch

1578 Lakeside

(248) 225-0246

thebirminghamjewishconnection@g

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20192/27/2017

Demps-Simons Celeste

563 Watkins

(248) 719-5091

hemelroos@gmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Eddleston Jason

892 Purdy

(248) 703-3808

jason28e@yahoo.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/202012/5/2016

Evans Sarah

1028 Suffield

(248) 808-4633

sarahshaus@hotmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 Page 1 of 2



Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 

E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Heller Barbara

176 Linden

(248) 540-1310

(313) 833-7834

bheller@dia.org

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20181/28/2002

Neville Monica

1516 E. Melton

(248) 321-1776

monica.neville1@gmail.com

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20182/27/2017

Ritchie Anne

1455 South Eton

(248) 635-1765

a_ritchie@msn.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/20209/12/2016

Roberts Mary

2352 Buckingham

(248) 535-9871

maryroberts49@gmail.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/20199/12/2016

Trella Cecilia

2517 Manchester

(312) 813-9027

crt2000.lvay@gmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Vacant

Alternate
1/28/2020

Vacant

Alternate
1/28/2020

Wells Linda

588 Cherry Ct.

(248) 647-1165

lawells126@gmail.com

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20192/11/2013

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 Page 2 of 2
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 

DATE: December 15, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Review of Item 12-325-17, Commissioner Comments, in the 
December 4, 2017 City Commission Minutes 

At the December 11, 2017 City Commission meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Bordman requested the 
audio recording of the December 4, 2017 City Commission be reviewed in order to expand upon 
the discussion of the timing of pedestrian crosswalk signals in section 12-325-17, Commissioner 
Comments. 

Based on the requested review, I would propose the following changes to provide greater detail 
in the reporting of Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s comments: 

Commissioner Nickita echoed Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s concerns about revising some 
of the crosswalks downtown. revisited Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s concerns about 
crosswalk timing, and her suggestion that pedestrians be given introductory time to 
cross the street at busy intersections.  

Commissioner Nickita He stated he would like to see: 
• The timing of crosswalks and lights revisited as Old Woodward is updated.
• Buttons removed from crosswalks in order to make the intersections more

pedestrian friendly.

Mayor Pro Tem Bordman clarified that her concerns stand, and that the issue was 
broached with her via an article sent by a constituent.  She continued that: 

• Oakland and Old Woodward is a particularly challenging intersection for
pedestrians and that adding time for pedestrians would be very helpful.

• She would also like to see the Old Woodward and Maple intersection evaluated
by the MMTB, as well as the intersection at Southfield and Maple.

The Commission concurred that the downtown core crosswalks should be reviewed. City 
Manager Valentine said he would have the MMTB take a look at the issue. 

In addition, I would propose the correction of the name of the President of Birmingham 
Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce from “Baldwin” to “Bauman”. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the City Commission meeting minutes of December 4, 2017, as amended. 

4A
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
DECEMBER 4, 2017 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 ROLL CALL: Present,  Mayor Harris 

Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 
    Commissioner Boutros 
      Commissioner DeWeese  

Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 

    Commissioner Sherman  
  Absent, None 
 
Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, Planning Director Ecker, Finance 
Director/Treasurer Gerber, Operations Commander Grewe, City Clerk Mynsberge, City Engineer 
O’Meara 
 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION 
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Commissioner Boutros’ and Commissioner Hoff’s birthdays were celebrated. 
 
Mayor Harris announced: 

• The Santa House will be open for visitors on select days through December 24th in the 
pavilion area in Shain Park.  And you can enjoy the beauty of downtown Birmingham 
aglow for the holidays on a quaint carriage ride through town. The complimentary 
carriages are first-come first-served; carriages load at the corner of Henrietta & Merrill 
near Shain Park.  Visit www.enjoybirmingham.com for the Santa House and carriage 
ride schedules.   

• The City of Birmingham has scheduled a public review period for all interested parties to 
review the draft 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the City of Birmingham, 
Oakland County, Michigan which will be available for review and comment for 30 days 
beginning Monday, December 4, 2017 at the following locations during regular business 
hours: Birmingham Municipal Building, Birmingham Department of Public Services, 
Birmingham Ice Arena, and Birmingham Baldwin Public Library. The draft plan is also 
available for review on the following website:  bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan.   
 

12-312-17 APPOINTMENTS TO THE AD HOC UNIMPROVED STREET STUDY 
COMMITTEE 

http://www.enjoybirmingham.com/
http://bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan
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Mayor Harris announced there were nine applicants for the committee and that eight of them 
were present. 
 
Scott Seltzer was unable to be present, but Commissioners received his written statement of 
interest and qualifications. 
 
Scott Moore, a resident living on the corner of an improved and an unimproved street, was 
present and was interviewed by the Commission. 
 
The Commission received David Lurie’s written withdrawal from consideration for the Committee. 
 
Dominick Pulis, Michael Fenberg, Jeffrey Heldt, Julie Hollinshead, Christina McKenna, and John 
Rusche were present and were interviewed by the Commission as candidates for the three 
Committee seats to be filled by residents living on unimproved streets. 
 
Robert Lavoie, a candidate for the seat to be filled by a resident with a background in road design 
and maintenance was not present, and the Commission was in general consensus to hold that 
position open until Mr. Lavoie could be present to be interviewed. 
 
A majority of Commissioners were in favor of adjourning appointments to the Committee to allow 
additional residents to apply and to allow Mr. Seltzer and Mr. Lavoie to interview with the 
Commission. Several Commission Members wished to have more diverse areas of the City 
represented. 
 
City Manager Valentine indicated staff will bring the appointments back at a time when additional 
applications from residents representing different areas of the City have been received. All 
applicants will be notified when appointments to the Committee will be considered by the 
Commission. 
 
12-313-17 APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW 
Jill Stress, Guy Di Placido, and Lester Richey, all current members of the Board of Review, were 
present and were interviewed by the Commission. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman:  
To appoint Guy Di Placido to the Board of Review as a regular member to serve a three-year term 
to expire December 31, 2020. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese:  
To appoint Lester Richey to the Board of Review as a regular member to serve a three-year term 
to expire December 31, 2020. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
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MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros:  
To appoint Jill Stress to the Board of Review as an alternate member to serve a three-year term 
to expire December 31, 2020. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-314-17 APPOINTMENT TO THE CABLECASTING BOARD 
Donovan Shand was present and was interviewed by the Commission. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff:  
To appoint Donovan Shand to the Cablecasting Board as a regular member to serve the 
remainder of a term to expire March 30, 2020. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to the appointees. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

12-315-17  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
The following item was removed from the Consent Agenda: 
● Commissioner Sherman: Item F, Special Event Permit for Birmingham Bloomfield 

Chamber – Village Fair in Shain Park Area, May 30-June 3, 
2018 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To approve the Consent Agenda, with Item F removed. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 

  Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese 
Mayor Harris 
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Sherman 

   Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
 

A. Approval of City Commission minutes of November 20, 2017. 
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B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments dated 11/22/17, 
in the amount of $965,041.92 

C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments dated 11/29/17, 
of $1,235,902.82 

D. Resolution accepting the resignation of Kristen Baiardi from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals, thanking her for her service, and directing the City Clerk to begin the process 
of filling the vacancy. 

E. Resolution approving a request submitted by the Memorial Day Committee to hold the 
 Memorial Day Ceremony and aerial fly over on May 28, 2018 at 10:00AM, pursuant to 
 any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the 
 time of the event. 
 
12-316-17 SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT FOR BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD 

CHAMBER TO HOLD THE VILLAGE FAIR IN THE SHAIN PARK 
AREA, MAY 30-JUNE 3, 2018 (Item F)  

Commissioner Sherman expressed concern with the number of cars needing to be 
accommodated for the Village Fair. 
 
Joe Baldwin Bauman, President of Bloomfield Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, stated the 
parking concerns will be addressed by: 

• One church on W. Maple permitting the use of their 500-car lot; 
• Another church on W. Maple potentially also allowing the use of their lot; and, 
• United Shore providing employees with access to other parking in the City. 

 
Mr. Baldwin Bauman explained to: 

• Commissioner Nickita that the current plan is similar to last year’s parking plan, except 
that the plan was not implemented last year because of the delay on the Old 
Woodward project. This year the plan will be implemented. 

• Commissioner Sherman that the estimated number of employees last year was lower 
than the actual number who attended, which contributed to space issues. 

• Commissioner Hoff that United Shore is doing things internally to encourage their 
employees to park in the alternate lots rather than in the parking structures. 

• The Commission that the Fair could be a good way to encourage people to visit 
downtown Birmingham businesses. The Chamber is working on a program to have local 
businesses give discounts to people wearing a wristband from the Fair. 

• Commissioner DeWeese that off-site parking will be free and shuttles will be running.  
 
Mr. Baldwin Bauman added that United Shore could limit the number of prepaid parking deck 
passes they give to their employees.  
 
Commissioner Hoff suggested handing out the discount wristbands at the off-site parking in 
order to incentivize the lots’ use. Mr. Baldwin Bauman expressed approval of the idea and said 
he would look into setting up information booths with the t-shirts and wristbands at the offsite 
lots.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner Bordman: 
To approve a request submitted by the Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber to hold the Village Fair 
in the Shain Park area, May 30–June 3, 2018, including the private party, contingent upon 
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compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further 
pursuant to any minor modifications that may be  deemed necessary by administrative staff at 
the time of the event. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
12-317-17 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE FINAL SITE PLAN AND 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT FOR 33353 WOODWARD AVENUE – 
TIDE DRY CLEANERS 

Mayor Harris opened the public hearing at 8:44 p.m. 
 
From Senior Planner Baka’s report to City Manager Valentine dated November 27, 2017:  
 

The subject business is proposed to be located at 33353 Woodward Avenue in a new 
one-story 7,227 sq. ft. commercial/retail building and parking lot that is replacing the 
former Tuffy Automotive building on the west side of Woodward between Davis and 
Smith. The applicant is a drive-in service for customers to pick up and/or drop off their 
garments while remaining in their vehicle. The service of patrons while in their vehicles is 
considered a drive-in facility and requires a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) under Article 
2, Section 2.31 (B2B – General Business). Article 9, Section 9.02 (Definitions) defines a 
drive-in as a commercial establishment developed to serve patrons while in the motor 
vehicle in addition to within a building or structure. The parking area for service to 
patrons in vehicles will be located on the west elevation along the alley under a metal 
canopy attached to the back of the building outside of the west entrance. 
 
The Planning Board recommended the SLUP for approval with the following 
conditions: 
1. The total square footage of signage must be reduced to 108 sq. ft. or less; 
2. The canopy must be attached to the building. 

 
Planning Director Ecker explained to: 

• Commissioner Boutros that the SLUP is required because of the drive-in service, and that 
the parking spaces are required because of the size of the building. 

• Commissioner Hoff that the building is intended for multi-tenant use.  
 
Shannon Marklin, a real estate manager for corporate Tide, stated that the canopy is an added 
convenience as protection from weather. 
 
Ms. Marklin confirmed for Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 

• The company has 60 of these drive-ins across the United States; 
• This drive-in would be the first Tide location in Michigan; and, 
• Tide has also signed a lease for a drive-in in Shelby Township. 
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• The parking lot would allow customers to enter from both Woodward and Davis 
whether Tide occupies the end cap of the building or another business does. 

• Transaction times average between thirty seconds and 2 minutes, and two cars could 
be helped at any given time. 

• On-site dry-cleaning would only be for the Birmingham location. The Shelby Township 
location does its own dry-cleaning.  

• A delivery van will be available to provide delivery service and will be parked at the 
operator’s house every evening.  

• According to a traffic study in Chicago, peak times yielded twelve cars per hour. 
 
Planning Director Ecker confirmed for Commissioner Nickita that the canopy must be fully 
attached to the building, but the method of attachment will be approved administratively during 
the permitting process. 
 
Commisioner Nickita expressed concern: 

• That the Commission was not provided with information on the method of affixing the 
canopy since it is a required part of the proposal; and 

• That there is not sufficient information in the site plan regarding proximity to 
residences, sidewalk connections, adjacent buildings, and the general neighborhood 
layout.  

 
Duane Barbat, property owner, explained to Commissioner Nickita that: 

• There is a parking lot barrier between the building and the closest residents; and 
• The lot is not owned by Mr. Barbat; and, 
• If the canopy is approved, drawings by a State of Michigan engineer will be submitted to 

the building department. 
 
Commissioner Nickita expressed: 

• Confidence in Mr. Barbat’s plan based on his previous work in Birmingham; but 
• That he still views this plan submission as incomplete. 

 
Mr. Barbat replied that his company has not been asked to submit structural plans to the 
Commission before. 
 
Mr. Barbat told Commissioner Hoff: 

• There is no plan to prevent left-turn exits onto Davis.  
• The proposal is for two covered spaces to be serviced by employees, the total lease to 

Tide is 3,000 sq. ft. contingent on the drive-in approval, and 2,000 sq. ft. will be 
dedicated to the cleaning plant, which may service other small operations in the future. 

 
Planning Director Ecker noted that preventing left turns onto Davis was not a requirement put 
forth by the Planning Board for approval of the plan. 
 
Ms. Marklin explained to: 

• Commissioner Hoff that environmentally-friendly Green Earth solvent and Tide 
detergent would be used to process the dry-cleaning.  
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• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that the only 24/7 parts of the business are a drop-box in the 
back and a kiosk in the front where a customer can pick up their dry-cleaning before or 
after hours with a code. 

 
Mr. Ken Platt, a resident on Davis, submitted a communication to the Commission expressing 
opposition to the project.  
 
Brian Fitzerman expressed his general approval of the plan, but added that he would like to see 

• No left turn onto Davis; 
• A STOP sign added to the exit onto Davis; and, 
• The drop-box moved to the Woodward side, so as to not disturb the Davis-side 

residents late at night. 
 
Ms. Marklin addressed Mr. Fitzerman’s concerns by stating: 

• There would be an additional drop-box on the Woodward side; and, 
• Based on experience in other locations, if the drive-in spaces are occupied, customers 

will park and enter the store, so queuing cars should not be an issue. 
 
Ms. Marklin told Commissioner Hoff there are usually two to three employees at a time, with 
five to seven employees working over the course of a day. Mr. Barbat added there is a side lot 
for employee parking, leaving sufficient parking for customers. 
 
There being no further comment, Mayor Harris closed the public hearing at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese noted the no left turn sign could be placed in future if necessary. 
 
Commissioner Hoff expressed concern for the residents, and stated that it is important in 
Birmingham to get the residents’ buy-in and respect. 
 
Mr. Barbat stated that he has attended two meetings only seen two residents and one letter. 
 
Mary McCray (1332 Davis) stated that she is concerned with left turns onto Davis, and the 
potential need for overflow parking which might end up on Davis. 
 
Commissioner Hoff expressed support for a no left turn sign in the parking lot. 
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that he lives very close to this area, and that almost no other 
businesses have parking lot signage preventing certain exits. He continued that businesses 
busier than the proposed Tide dry-cleaner have not caused complaints of cut-through traffic, 
and that adding the parking lot signage lacks both precedent and necessity based on other 
examples. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Mayor Harris: 
To approve the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit to allow service to patrons in their 
vehicles at 33353 Woodward Avenue – Tide Dry Cleaners as recommended by the Planning 
Board on October 25, 2017. (Resolution appended to these minutes as Attachment A.)  
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
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 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-318-17 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE FINAL SITE PLAN AND 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT FOR 250 & 280 E. 
MERRILL – SALE OF ROJO AND SIDECAR RESTAURANTS 

Mayor Harris opened the public hearing at 9:28 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Sherman recused himself based on a conversation with the City Attorney. 
 
Commissioner Nickita explained he has a personal connection to the issue as his son works at 
one of the restaurants, but  noted the City Attorney did not see this as a conflict of interest.  
 
The Commission concurred. 
 
From Planning Director Ecker’s report to City Manager Valentine dated November 27, 2017: 

Under Article 6, section 6.02 (5) of the Zoning Ordinance, all existing establishments 
with alcoholic beverage sales (on-premises consumption) require the approval of a 
Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) Amendment upon a change in ownership. 

On October 26, 2017, the owners of Rojo and Sidecar restaurants, Rojo Five, LLC, 
submitted an application for a Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment to allow for an 
ownership change to sell the existing Rojo and Sidecar restaurants to Sidecar 
Birmingham, LLC, which is owned solely by Stephen Simon. Because no changes are 
proposed to the layout, design, name or operation of the existing Rojo or Sidecar 
restaurants the City Attorney has directed this request for the transfer of ownership 
proceed directly to the City Commission for review. 

Planning Director Ecker reiterated that there are no proposed changes to the restaurants, and 
the Commission usually fast-tracks these kinds of applications when a business with a SLUP 
changes hands. 

Applicant Stephen Simon confirmed for Commissioner Boutros: 
• Mr. Simon has been general manager at both Rojo and Sidecar since their respective 

inceptions; 
• He has been in the industry for about 14 years; and, 
• He is aware that any proposed changes must be brought before the Commission per 

the SLUP terms. 
 
Mr. Simon told: 

• Commissioner Hoff that he is only involved in Rojo’s Birmingham location.  
• Mayor Harris that Mr. Simon owns no other assets under Sidecar LLC. 

 
There being no further comment, Mayor Harris closed the public hearing at 9:34 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
1. To approve the Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan to allow the 

sale of Rojo and Sidecar restaurants at 250 & 280 E. Merrill from Rojo Five, LLC to 
Sidecar Birmingham, LLC., subject to execution of a Special Land Use Permit contract 
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between Sidecar Birmingham, LLC and the City of Birmingham (Resolution appended to 
these minutes as Attachment B); 

      AND 
2. To authorize the Chief of Police to sign the MLCC Police Investigation Report (LC-1800) 

and approving the liquor license transfer for The Sidecar Birmingham, LLC, that requests 
a transfer of Class C License issued under MCL 436.1521(A)(1)(B) located at 250-280 E. 
Merrill, Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 8009; 

      AND 
3. To approve, pursuant to Birmingham City Ordinance, the Resolution authorizing the City 

Clerk to complete the Local Approval Notice at the request of The Sidecar Birmingham, 
LLC approving the liquor license transfer request of The Sidecar Birmingham, LLC for the 
transfer of a Class C License to be issued under MCL 436.1521 (A)(1)(B) located at 250-
280 E. Merrill, Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 48009.  

 
VOTE: Yeas, 6 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 Recused,  1 
 
12-319-17 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 2018 PROGRAM YEAR 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman let the public know that she is appointed by the Commission as a non-
voting liaison to NEXT.  Because she does not vote in NEXT matters, she does not believe there 
is a conflict of interest in her consideration of the NEXT request before the Commission.  
 
The Commission concurred. 
 
From Finance Director/Treasurer Gerber and Senior Accountant Burrick’s report to City Manager 
Valentine dated November 22, 2017: 

The purpose of the December 4, 2017 public hearing is to: receive citizen input regarding 
the 2018 Program Year Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program; make a 
determination of eligible project(s) to be pursued; and determine the amount of funds to 
be allocated to each project. 
 
The City of Birmingham has been given a planning allocation of $32,020, which is the 
same as last year’s original allocation. Funding requests from NEXT (formerly the 
Birmingham Area Seniors Coordinating Council (BASCC) have been received.  
 
Under CDBG guidelines communities may only spend a maximum of 30% of their 2018 
funding allocation on public service activities. Birmingham’s 30% totals $9,606 which is 
the amount requested by NEXT in the public services category. NEXT’s request includes 
$6,306 for yard services and $3,300 for senior services to defray the expenses involved 
in the overall operations of NEXT’s outreach program. It is recommended that funding 
for senior services and yard services be approved for this grant. 

 
Mayor Harris opened the public hearing at 9:35 p.m. 
 
Mayor Harris called for comments from the public. There were no comments from the public. 



10  December 4, 2017 

 

 
There being no further comment, Mayor Harris closed the public hearing at 9:43 p.m. 
 
Finance Director/Treasurer Gerber explained to: 

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that the $22,414 referenced in the report was allocated for 
minor repairs on privately owned homes.  

• Commissioner DeWeese that the City could spend up to the $22,414 grant amount on 
minor home repairs.  

• Commissioner Hoff that the City owns the tennis bubble, so retrofitting the doors is the 
City’s responsibility, not the lessee’s. 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Commissioner Nickita: 
To authorize the Finance Director/Treasurer to complete the 2018 Program Year Community 
Development Block Grant application and conflict of interest certification and to authorize the 
mayor to sign the application and conflict of interest certification and other documents resulting 
from this application on behalf of the City and submit them to Oakland County. The project(s) 
to be included in the application and the respective allocations of Community Development 
Block Grant Funds are as follows: 
           APPROVED 
           2018 
1.  Public Services – Yard Services       $   6,306 
2.  Public Services – Senior Services                 3,300 
3.  Remove Architectural Barriers –  
  Retrofit tennis bubble entrance doors to comply  
  with ADA standards               22,414    
  TOTAL         $ 32,020 
 
Mayor Harris called for comments from the public on the motion. There were no comments 
from the public. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 

  Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese 
Mayor Harris 
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Sherman 

   Nays,   None 
Absent, None 

 
12-320-17 SPECIAL EVENT REQUEST – KIDS HELPING KIDS WALK 
From City Clerk Cherilynn Mynsberge’s report to City Manager Valentine dated November 20, 
2017: 

This is a special event application submitted by the Community House and Variety, The 
Children’s Charity requesting permission to hold Kids Helping Kids Walk. This is planned 
to offer 1 mile, 2 mile or 3 mile routes on sidewalks in the neighborhood of The 
Community House. The event is planned for Sunday, April 29, 2018. Set up is from 7:00 
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a.m. to 9:00 a.m. The event is scheduled to take place from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Tear down is from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
Vice President of Philanthropy from the Community House, Jackie McIntosh, was available to 
answer questions. 
 
Commissioner Sherman commented that in years past there have been issues with having 
enough volunteers and keeping walkers on the sidewalk. 
 
Ms. McIntosh noted measures, including staggered start times, to keep participants out of the 
road. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To approve a request from the Community House and Variety, The Children’s Charity to hold 
the Kids Helping Kids Walk on Sunday, April 29, 2018 on the sidewalks of  the Community House 
neighborhood streets, contingent upon compliance with all permit  and insurance requirements 
and payment of all fees and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed 
necessary by administrative staff at the time of the  event. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-321-17 GENERAL INVESTMENT POLICY REVISIONS 
From Finance Director Gerber’s report to City Manager Valentine dated November 22, 2017: 

Investment of the City’s public funds is restricted by Public Act 20 of 1943, as amended, 
and further by the City’s General Investment Policy approved by the City Commission. The 
Policy incorporates the provisions of state law, further restricts the types of securities that 
can be purchased, places additional percentage limits on security types and issuers, and 
limits maturities. The City’s non-discretionary investment advisor, Insight Investment, 
reviews the parameters set forth in the Policy from time to time and may make 
recommendations to revise the Policy when deemed prudent. The last revision to the policy 
was in October 2011. 
 
The investment advisor has reviewed the Policy and is recommending several minor 
changes which would eliminate references to the General Investment Committee which is 
no longer in existence and revisions to the definitions of investments that the City may 
purchase. In addition, a change is proposed for Section 7.0 of the Policy and would permit 
the City’s investment advisor to perform the due diligence for the City when compiling a 
listing of financial institutions that are approved for investment purposes. The revised 
language would permit the investment advisor to utilize the investment advisor’s list of 
broker/dealers when executing transactions on behalf of the City. This would benefit the 
City by allowing the investment advisor access to a much larger group of approved broker 
dealers, resulting in the opportunity of securing higher yielding securities for the City. 
Several municipalities in Michigan have adopted the Insight Investment certification process 
and recommended broker/dealer language: Ann Arbor, Auburn Hills, Livonia and townships 
of Delta and West Bloomfield. 
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Mary Donavan from Insight Investment was available to answer questions. 
 
Finance Director Gerber clarified for Commissioner Hoff: 

• Steve Gasper solely focuses on retirement investments for Birmingham, while Ms. 
Donavan focuses on shorter-term investments. 

• The General Investment Committee duplicated the duties Insight Investment performed 
for the City, so it was dissolved. 

 
Commissioner DeWeese requested that the word “settlement” be defined in the Glossary. 
 
Ms. Donavan explained to Mayor Harris: 

• Allowing Insight Investments to utilize a broader list of broker dealers ensures that the 
City is getting the best execution value.  

• The broker dealers Insight Investments would recommend are all part of a special list of 
broker dealers who serve clients in the public sector.  

• These broker dealers are not employed by Insight Investments. 
• Insight Investments does not benefit financially from the City’s choice of broker dealer. 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Commissioner Sherman: 
To approve the changes to the City’s General Investment Policy as outlined by Insight 
Investment and recommended by Finance Director/Treasurer Gerber. 

VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
  
12-322-17 MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION CONSULTING SERVICES 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS – CONSULTANT RESPONSES 
From the report to City Manager Valentine dated November 22, 2017 from Planning Director 
Ecker, Operations Commander Grewe and City Engineer O’Meara: 
 

In 2014, the City issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking traffic engineering services, 
supplemented with knowledge and understanding of designing and advising for multi-modal 
transportation concepts, particularly in an urban setting. In September 2014, the firm of 
Fleis and Vandenbrink (F&V) was selected as the City’s traffic consultant, and has acted as a 
multi-modal transportation consultant to the Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) and 
the City Commission. However, this contract expired. 
 
On July 24, 2017, the City Commission directed staff to issue an RFP to seek qualified 
consulting firms, and extended the previous contract with F&V for six months (through 
January 23, 2018). The RFP was issued to solicit multi-modal transportation consulting 
services to assist the MMTB and the City Commission in reviewing all transportation-related 
projects, and responses were due by 4:00 p.m. on October 6, 2017. 
 
One response was submitted by the deadline. The proposal received was from MKSK, in 
partnership with F&V. The MKSK team proposes a team of urban designers, urban planners, 
multi-modal transportation specialists, landscape architects and transportation professionals 
to provide a comprehensive review of all transportation related projects in the City. The 
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MKSK team proposes a 90 day period of startup activities, including training and education 
for the MMTB, an audit of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan, an assessment of the 
MMTB’s current process and protocol, and the preparation of an annual work plan for the 
MMTB along with suggestions for improvements. The MKSK proposal also includes an hourly 
fee schedule for each of the professionals that are available to assist the City of 
Birmingham. 
 
On October 19, 2017, the MMTB reviewed the RFP and the response from MKSK, in 
partnership with F&V, and voted unanimously to recommend that the City Commission enter 
into an agreement with the MKSK team to provide professional multi-modal transportation 
consulting services to the City for a three year term. 
 
Shortly after October 19, 2017, Mr. Labadie left F&V and will no longer be a member of the 
MKSK team.  Julie Kroll will be the project lead from F&V. 

 
Commissioner Nickita asked Planning Director Ecker if she knew why there were not more 
responses to the RFP.  
 
Planning Director Ecker expressed hesitance to restate what she had heard from consulting 
firms, but explained that through phone calls, an email, and general comments, she was given 
the impression that some of the firms feel that Birmingham is difficult to work with, and that 
the project requirements are onerous. One urban designer in particular said the requirements 
did not make sense to them.  
 
Planning Director Ecker confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that: 

• Greenway was interested in working with the City, but that they could not find a traffic 
engineering firm to partner with.  

• The rates being quoted are industry-standard, and that City costs have gone up 
because of the amount of work. 

• This is a three-year professional services contract, so it is open-ended in terms of 
hours. 

 
Commissioner Hoff expressed concern at the length of the proposed contract, and Mayor Harris 
stated that there is a termination provision in the contract that lets the City out of the contract 
with ten days’ notice. 
 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Nickita that the RFP was posted on MITN and that it 
was sent out to individual firms. She added that she could not recall sending the RFP to any 
firms without offices in the region. 
 
Brad Strader from MKSK explained that: 

• The City could either contract with MKSK, which would in turn subcontract with F&V, or 
contract with both directly.  

• The MMTB has approved a two-way agreement between the City and MKSK. 
• The fees before the Commission are MKSK fees, and F&V fees are already in F&V’s 

contract. 
• He performed training for Ann Arbor’s Transportation Board earlier this year, and MKSK 

has presentations that could be modified to fit Birmingham MMTB topics. 
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• While project urban designer Joe Nickol is based in Cincinnati, he comes into the Metro 
Detroit area frequently for work. 

• Mr. Shrader and Mr. Nickol will move forward with a context-sensitive approach, and Ms. 
Kroll will provide supplemental engineering considerations as needed. 

• He would likely meet with the Commission first to get their priorities, come back to them 
with recommendations, and then proceed with the project in order to prevent 
superfluous visits to the Commission. 

 
Commissioner Nickita stressed that Birmingham would be approving this proposal based on the 
understanding that Mr. Nickol will be heavily involved in the process. 
 
Mr. Strader confirmed MKSK understands this is a priority for Birmingham, and MKSK is 
committed to meeting it. 
 
Ms. Kroll, engineer from F&V, stated her excitement about the team for this project, and 
reported she has participated in every F&V project in Birmingham for the last 2 ½ years. 
 
Commissioner Nickita said he is encouraged by the direction in which the process is going and 
expects the Commission to monitor the process closely since there are many moving parts.  
 
Mayor Harris stated he would like both MKSK and F&V to be parties to the contract with the 
City. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
To approve the recommendation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board and enter into an 
agreement with the MKSK/Fleis & Vandenbrink team to provide professional multi-modal 
transportation consulting services to the City of Birmingham for a three year term, to be 
payable from account #202-449.007-804.0100. Further, to direct the Mayor and City Clerk to 
sign the agreement on behalf of the  City. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
  
12-323-17 SOUTH ETON ROAD – MAPLE ROAD TO 14 MILE ROAD – MULTI-

MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS 
From the report to City Manager Valentine dated November 22, 2017 from Planning Director 
Ecker, Operations Commander Grewe and City Engineer O’Meara: 
 

In 2016, the City Commission appointed an Ad Hoc Rail District Committee to study the 
Rail District with respect to parking and traffic issues. A final report was received by the 
Commission in December of last year. Since several of the Committee’s recommendations 
had to do with the commercial section of S. Eton Rd., the Multi-Modal Transportation 
Board (MMTB) first focused on the segment from Maple Rd. to Lincoln Ave. In August of 
this year the MMTB endorsed a series of recommendations for three portions of that 
segment: Maple Road to Yosemite Boulevard, Yosemite Boulevard to Villa Avenue and Villa 
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue. 
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With the grand opening of Whole Foods at 2100 E. Maple Road planned for October 
2017, the City Commission focused on improvements suggested for the north block of S. 
Eton Road at Maple Road. No action has yet been taken. 
 
Subsequently the MMTB studied the section of S. Eton Road from Lincoln Avenue to 14 
Mile Road. After reviewing 12 different cross-sections designed to provide improved 
facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists, as well as reduced traffic speeds, a preferred 
cross-section was advertised by postcard and posted on the City’s website. The 
preferred option proposed bump-outs at each intersection, as well as an 8 ft. wide bi-
directional bike lane on the west side parkway, using the large green space that exists in 
the public right-of-way. 

 
Following a public hearing at the MMTB’s regular meeting of November 2, 2017, the MMTB 
approved a recommendation for the segment between Lincoln Avenue. and 14 Mile Road. 

 
City Engineer O’Meara presented aerial photography as the background for the plans for the 
entire S. Eton Road corridor, and provided commentary on the discussions which influenced the 
final decisions of the MMTB. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara presented the proposed construction sequence and costs: 
 

Segment Pedestrian 
Improvements 

Bicycle 
Improvements 

Maple to Yosemite (not including pedestrian island) $49,600 $400 
Yosemite to Villa $164,600 $14,600 
Villa to Lincoln $467,500 $158,900 
South of Lincoln to 14 Mile $554,200 $275,900 

   
TOTAL Maple to Lincoln $681,700 $173,900 
TOTAL South of Lincoln to 14 Mile $554,200 $275,900 
TOTAL Maple to 14 Mile $1,235,900 $449,800 

 

PROJECT GRAND TOTAL = $1,685,700 
 
City Engineer O’Meara continued, in order to assist in paying for this work, it is 
recommended that the City apply for federal funding through the Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP). The deadline to apply for funding is March 2018, with the City receiving 
notification if they were successful in July 2018. The City could then budget for its share of 
the project for fiscal year 2019/2020, and build the project as soon as late summer, 2019. 
The grant would pay for 80% of the construction costs. The City would be responsible for 
the remaining 20% match, as well as 100% of engineering and design costs. Using the 
numbers above, it is estimated that the City’s share for the entire project would be $499,000. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara also commented that if the grant is not awarded, other than a special 
assessment for sidewalks between Yosemite Blvd. and Villa Ave., the only funding source for 
this project would be the Major Streets Fund. Currently, the Major Street Fund requires a 
contribution from the General Fund to pay for annual expenses, therefore, the General Fund 
would be the main source of funding for this project. 
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Planning Director Ecker offered summary comments. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara explained to Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 

• Leaf removal will be handled by asking residents to put their leaves on the other street, 
since they are all corner houses, instead of into the bicycle path; and, 

• In light snow, snow removal from the bicycle path will not be an issue, but in heavier 
snows it may be because the snow from the street will be pushed into the bicycle path. 

 
Planning Director Ecker commented that snow could be removed from the bicycle path in these 
circumstances after priority areas in the city are plowed. 
 
Planning Director Ecker explained to Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that 27 different types of 
separators were considered by the MMTB, and the proposed option was found to be the best 
balance between environmental aesthetics and utility. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese pointed out that snow plowing equipment that could be used in the 
bicycle lanes would also be useful for Old Woodward after the upcoming construction is 
complete. 
 
Commissioner Nickita stated: 

• Areas in Ferndale and around Little Cesar’s Arena have installed vertical white separators 
and other installations similar to the non-motorized options being considered for 
Birmingham; and, 

• Birmingham could integrate some of the installations being seen in other Metro Detroit 
areas if the City wants to adhere to the emerging visual regional standard.  

 
Commissioner Hoff stated if this proposal looked more like Lincoln, she would be more 
supportive of it. She stated: 

• She supports the narrowing of Eton, the bump-outs, and the crosswalks. 
• She does not support the green painting of the bicycle path. 
• She is concerned about the potential difficulty for cars backing out of driveways on Eton. 

 
Planning Director Ecker stated there is a larger buffer area and better sight lines on Eton with 
this proposal than there are now. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated his support for the proposal. 
 
Commissioner Nickita said: 

• The proposal addresses many concerns regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety that 
have emerged from this area over the last few years.  

• If Birmingham continues to invest in its bicycle infrastructure, more people will utilize it. 
• Birmingham may receive up to 80% of the costs for the project in TAP grant money. 
• If Birmingham does not receive the grant money immediately for the project, the City 

could make some interim changes with paint in the style of what has been done in 
Ferndale and Downtown.  
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• Painting in the interim would allow the Commission to study the proposed changes 
further before physically implementing them, and then to pursue grant money on the 
basis of the study’s conclusions. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman voiced support for Commissioner Nickita’s proposal to test some of the 
ideas with paint.  
 
Mayor Harris agreed with Mayor Pro Tem Bordman. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara and Planning Director Ecker confirmed for Mayor Harris that the TAP 
grant is approved either in toto or not at all. Planning Director Ecker offered that a similar 
proposal in Dearborn was funded previously. 
 
Commissioner Boutros stated his support of Commissioner Nickita’s proposal. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese said he would like to see City Engineer O’Meara come back to the 
Commission in spring 2018 to present the options for testing the concepts with paint.  
 
Commissioner Sherman stated that other materials are also welcome for creating a test case. 
 
Commissioner Nickita pointed out the test case will need to be revisited if the City receives the 
TAP grant in 2018.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Bordman: 
To approve the recommendations of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board for S. Eton Rd. from 
Maple Rd. to 14 Mile Rd. for pedestrian and bicycle improvements throughout the corridor in 
concept, as outlined below: 
 
A. Maple Rd. to Yosemite Blvd.: 

1. Relocate the west side curb for the entire block from its current location to a 
point three feet closer to the center of the road, thereby allowing the west 
side sidewalk to be rebuilt at 8 feet wide. 

2. Install an enhanced, larger sidewalk ramp area at the southeast corner of Maple 
Rd. 

3. Install sharrows in both directions on the existing travel lanes. 
AND 

B. Yosemite Blvd. to Villa Ave.: 
1. Relocate the curbs on both sides of the street to create a two-lane street with 

15 foot travel lanes. Parking shall be removed from both sides of the street. 
2. Install a 4 ft. wide parkway between the sidewalks and the new curb, and 

install new street trees, at a spacing of 40 ft. each. 
3. Install 6.5 to 8 ft. wide sidewalks on both sides of the street. 
4. Install sharrows in both directions on the existing travel lanes. 

AND 
C. Villa Ave. to Lincoln Ave.: 

1. Remove parking on the west side of the street, to be replaced with an 8.5 ft. 
wide bi- directional bike lane and a 1.5 ft. buffer with raised markers. 

2. Install a 3 ft. wide painted buffer between the northbound travel lane and the 
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parking lane (on the east side of the street). 
3. Install curbed bump-outs at marked pedestrian crosswalks on the east side of 

the street, at the intersections of Villa Ave., Hazel St., Palmer Ct., Bowers 
St., Holland Ave., Webster Ave., Cole Ave., and Lincoln Ave. 

4. Install green marked bicycle crossings on the western leg of the intersections 
of Villa Ave., Hazel St., Bowers St., Haynes St., Holland Ave., Webster Ave., 
Cole Ave., and Lincoln Ave. 

AND 
D. South of Lincoln Ave. to 14 Mile Rd.: 

1. Install an 8 ft. wide on-street parking lane on the west side of the street, 
separated from traffic with a solid line, with 24-hour parking permitted; 

2. Install a double yellow centerline for S. Eton Rd. to create two 10 ft. wide 
travel lanes (on the east side of the street) for vehicles; 

3. Install an 8 ft. wide bi-directional bike lane 2 ft. from the back of curb on the 
west side of S. Eton Rd.; 

4. Maintain a 2 ft. wide landscaped buffer between the on-street parking lane and 
the bike lane; 

5. Install curb bump-outs and crosswalks at the intersections of Melton Rd., 
Humphrey Ave., Sheffield Rd., and Bradford Rd., as noted on the attached plan; 

6. Install green marked bicycle crossings on the western leg of the intersections of 
Lincoln Ave., Melton Rd., Humphrey Ave., Sheffield Rd., and Bradford Rd., as 
noted on the attached plan. 

7. The City shall assume responsibility for the maintenance of the 8 ft. bike lane. 
AND 

Further, to direct staff to apply for federal funding for these improvements through the 
Transportation Alternatives Program administered by the Michigan Dept. of Transportation, and 
report back to the Commission when status of the grant for the 2018 application has been 
determined. 

AND 
To proceed with a traffic study of the Maple Rd. intersection in the spring of 2018, with truck 
turning movements quantified, for further review by the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, and 
a final recommendation to the City Commission. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 6 
 Nays, 1 (Hoff) 
 Absent, 0 
 

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
The items removed were discussed earlier in the meeting. 
  

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
None. 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
None. 
 

X. REPORTS 
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12-324-17 COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
The City Commission will appoint two resident members to the Public Arts Board on January 8, 
2018, and will appoint one alternate member to the Board of Zoning Appeals on January 22, 
2018.  
 
12-325-17  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Nickita reiterated the need for a more detailed site plan for the proposed Tide 
dry-cleaners, and stated he would like a mandate that site plans are sufficiently detailed in the 
future.  
 
Planning Director Ecker stated the ordinance can be changed to require more details.  
 
Commissioner Nickita requested that the Planning Board examine what details should be 
required in a site plan, and those findings should be added to the ordinance. 
 
The Commission and City Manager Valentine concurred, and City Manager Valentine stated he 
would pass the direction onto the Planning Board. 
 
Commissioner Nickita echoed Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s concerns about revising some of the 
crosswalks downtown. revisited Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s concerns about crosswalk timing, 
and her suggestion that pedestrians be given introductory time to cross the street at busy 
intersections.  
 
Commissioner Nickita He stated he would like to see: 

• The timing of crosswalks and lights revisited as Old Woodward is updated. 
• Buttons removed from crosswalks in order to make the intersections more pedestrian 

friendly.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman clarified that her concerns stand, and that the issue was broached 
with her via an article sent by a constituent.  She continued that: 

• Oakland and Old Woodward is a particularly challenging intersection for pedestrians and 
that adding time for pedestrians would be very helpful. 

• She would also like to see the Old Woodward and Maple intersection evaluated by the 
MMTB, as well as the intersection at Southfield and Maple. 

 
The Commission concurred that the downtown core crosswalks should be reviewed. City 
Manager Valentine said he would have the MMTB take a look at the issue. 
 
12-326-17 CITY STAFF REPORTS 
The Commission received the Parking Utilization Report as submitted by City Engineer O’Meara.  
 

XI. ADJOURN 
Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 11:21 p.m.   
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk  
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ATTACHMENT A 
12-317-17 

TIDE DRY CLEANERS 
33353 WOODWARD 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 
DRIVE-IN FACILITY 

2017 
 
WHEREAS,  Tide Dry Cleaners applied for a Special Land Use Permit to allow the construction 

of a garment service facility with a drive-in facility to service patrons in their 
vehicles at 33353 Woodward Avenue on October 25th, 2017, such application 
having been filed pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the 
City Code; 

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the 

west side of Woodward between Davis and Smith; 

 
WHEREAS,  The land is zoned B2B, General Business, which permits a drive–in facility with 

a Special Land Use Permit; 

 
WHEREAS,     Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 

to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning 
Board for the proposed Special Land Use; 

 
WHEREAS,  The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final 

Site Plan to operate a drive-in facility at Tide Dry Cleaners; 

 
WHEREAS,  The Planning Board on October 25th, 2017 reviewed the application for the 

Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan and recommended approval with the 
following conditions: 

 
1. The total square footage of signage must be reduced to 108 sq. ft. 

or less; 
2. The canopy must be attached to the building. 

 
WHEREAS,  The applicant has agreed to comply with all of the conditions for approval 

recommended by the Planning Board on October 25th, 2017; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Birmingham City Commission finds the 

standards set forth in the City Code have been met and the Tide Dry Cleaners 
application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan authorizing the 
addition of a drive-in facility is hereby approved with the following conditions: 

 
1. The total square footage of signage must be reduced to 108 sq. ft. 

or less;  and 
2. The canopy must be attached to the building. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall 
result in termination of the Special Land Use Permit. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, Tide Dry Cleaners and its 

heirs, successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City 
of Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they 
may be subsequently amended. Failure of Tide Dry Cleaners to comply with 
all of the ordinances of the city may result in the Commission revoking this 
Special Land Use Permit. 

 
I, J .  Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on December 4th, 2017. 

 
 
 

 

J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT B 

12-318-17 
ROJO AND SIDECAR 

RESTAURANTS 250 & 280 E. 
MERRILL 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 
AMENDMENT 2017 

 
WHEREAS, Rojo Five, LLC has filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of 

Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code to sell Rojo and Sidecar restaurants to 
Sidecar Birmingham, LLC and continue to operate the said restaurants with 
alcoholic beverage sales for on-premises consumption under Chapter 126, 
Zoning, of the City Code; 

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the south 

side of E. Merrill between Pierce and S. Old Woodward; 

 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4 and D-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham 

Overlay District, which permits restaurants with alcoholic beverage sales for on- 
premises consumption with a Special Land Use Permit; 

 
WHEREAS,    Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 

to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission; 

 
WHEREAS, No site plan or design changes are proposed to the existing Rojo restaurant at 250 

E. Merrill or Sidecar restaurant  at 280 E. Merrill; 

 
WHEREAS,  The owner owner of Rojo and Sidecar restaurants, Rojo Five, LLC is now requesting 

approval of the Birmingham City Commission to allow a transfer in ownership of the 
existing restaurants to Sidecar Birmingham, LLC; 

 
WHEREAS,  The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed Rojo and Sidecar’s Special Land 

Use Permit Amendment application and the standards for such review as set forth 
in Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 

imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that Rojo and Sidecar restaurants’ application for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment authorizing a transfer of ownership of an existing establishment with 
alcoholic beverage sales (on-premises consumption) at 250 & 280 E. Merrill in 
accordance with Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, is hereby approved; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 

compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the following conditions: 
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1. Rojo and Sidecar restaurants shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham 

City Code; 
 
2. The Special Land Use Permit may be cancelled by the City Commission 

upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest; andRojo 
and Sidecar restaurants enter into a contract with the City outlining the 
details of the operation of the restaurants. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 
termination of the Special Land Use Permit. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, Rojo and Sidecar restaurants 

and their heirs, successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City 
of Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may 
be subsequently amended. Failure of Rojo and Sidecar restaurants to comply with 
all the ordinances of the city may result in the Commission revoking this Special 
Land Use Permit. 

 
I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on December 4, 2017. 

 
 
 

 

J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
DECEMBER 11, 2017 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL
 ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Harris 

Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 
Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese  
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Sherman  

Absent, None 

Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, IT Manager Brunk, Assistant City 
Planner Campbell, Police Chief Clemence, Planning Director Ecker, Public Services Manager 
Filipski, Director of Finance/Treasurer Gerber, Assistant to the City Manager Haines, Building 
Official Johnson, Deputy Treasurer Klobucar, City Clerk Mynsberge, City Engineer O’Meara, 
Museum Director Pielack, Director of Public Services Wood 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS,
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.

County Commissioner Goodman Taub, representing both Oakland County and Birmingham 
Youth Assistance (BYA) honored Commissioner DeWeese as BYA Champion of the Year for his 
photography work on behalf of the organization. 

Museum Director Pielack presented the opportunity for people with a connection to Birmingham 
to participate in a crowd-sourced exhibit to honor the Bicentennial of Birmingham. Submission 
forms for information, stories, photos and artifacts are available online and at the Birmingham 
Museum. 

Mayor Harris congratulated Commissioner DeWeese who is one of 40 people worldwide 
appointed to the World Para Athletics International Officials Panel for the next four years.  With 
this distinction, Commissioner DeWeese will serve with top para athletic officials in the world 
and oversee all major para-athletic competitions worldwide. 

Mayor Harris announced: 
• The Santa House will be open for visitors on select days through December 24th in the

pavilion area in Shain Park.  And you can enjoy the beauty of downtown Birmingham 
aglow for the holidays on a quaint carriage ride through town. The complimentary 

4B
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carriages are first-come first-served; carriages load at the corner of Henrietta & Merrill 
near Shain Park.  Visit www.enjoybirmingham.com for the Santa House and carriage 
ride schedules.   

• The City of Birmingham has scheduled a public review period for all interested parties to 
review the draft 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the City of Birmingham, 
Oakland County, Michigan which will be available for review and comment for 30 days 
beginning Monday, December 4, 2017 at the following locations during regular business 
hours: Birmingham Municipal Building, Birmingham Department of Public Services, 
Birmingham Ice Arena, and Birmingham Baldwin Public Library. The draft plan is also 
available for review on the following website:  bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan.  

• City offices will be closed on Friday, December 22nd, Friday, December 29th, 2017 and 
Monday, January 1st, 2018. The locked dropbox may be used for all payments during 
that time, and can be accessed in the Municipal Building parking lot (entrance on 
Henrietta). 

 
12-327-17 APPOINTMENT TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Adam Charles, currently an alternate member of the Historic District Commission, was present 
and was interviewed by the Commission. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros:  
To appoint Adam Charles to the Historic District Commission as a regular  member to serve the 
remainder of a three-year term to expire September 25, 2018. 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-328-17 APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION MEMBER TO THE BIRMINGHAM 

YOUTH ASSISTANCE GENERAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
City Manager Valentine referenced the November 21, 2017 letter from Jill Fill, Birmingham 
Youth Assistance (BYA) Co-Chair, and Shelley Goodman Taub, BYA Co-Chair, respectfully 
requesting the Birmingham City Commission appoint one of its members to serve as a liaison 
member on the BYA General Citizens Committee. He noted the BYA Board has reviewed the City 
of Birmingham Board of Ethics Advisory Opinion 2016-03 regarding relationships for commission 
appointments to outside agencies. 
 
City Manager Valentine confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that the position is a non-voting 
member of the BYA, can report back to the commission and can vote as a City Commissioner. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese:  
To appoint Commissioner Boutros as a liaison member of the Birmingham Youth Assistance 
General Citizens Committee. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to the appointees. 
 

http://www.enjoybirmingham.com/
http://bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

12-329-17  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda: 

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: Item A, City Commission Minutes of December 4, 2017 
• Commissioner Hoff: Item F, Cape Seal Price Extension 

 Item G, Permeable Paver Installation 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros, seconded by Commissioner Sherman: 
To approve the Consent Agenda, with Items A, F and G removed. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 

  Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese 
Mayor Harris 
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Sherman 

   Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
 

B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated 12/6/17 
in the amount of $393,575.66. 

C. Resolution setting Monday, January 22, 2018 at 7:30 PM for a public hearing to consider 
 an application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for First 
 Presbyterian Church at 1669 W. Maple. 
D. Resolution authorizing the IT department to purchase the Traps Anti-Virus subscription 
 renewal from CDWG. The purchase price not to exceed $6,864.00. Funds are available 
 in the IT Computer Software fund account # 636-228.000-742.0000. 
E. Resolution authorizing the IT department to purchase the Security subscription renewal 
 for the Palo Alto Firewall from Amerinet. The purchase price not to exceed $12,857.60. 
 Funds are available in the IT Network Upgrade fund account # 636-228.000-973.0400. 
 
12-330-17 SERVICE AGREEMENT EXTENSION WITH HIGHWAY 

MAITENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR CAPE SEAL 
MAITENANCE SERVICES RELATED TO THE 2018 SUMMER CAPE 
SEAL PROGRAM (ITEM F) 

Public Services Manager Filipski confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that approximately eight 
streets are planned for cape sealing in the Quarton Lake area in 2018. He continued that 
informational letters were sent to every household affected by the improvements, and a 
community meeting on the project is planned for February. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Commissioner Nickita: 
To approve the service agreement extension with Highway Maintenance & Construction, Inc. for 
cape seal maintenance services related to the 2018 summer cape  seal program – contingent 
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upon the results of the related public hearing of necessity  and confirmation of the special 
assessment roll – in amounts not to exceed the per-unit pricing as submitted and as follows:  
single chip seal $1.70/sq. yd., double-chip seal $3.13/sq. yd., slurry seal $2.61/sq. yd., street 
preparation $395/ton, and manhole  adjustment $550/each; further, directing the Mayor and 
City Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City upon receipt of proper insurances. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-331-17 AGREEMENT WITH AGROSCAPING, INC. FOR THE PURCHASE 

AND INSTALLATION OF PERMEABLE PAVERS (ITEM G) 
Public Services Manager Filipski confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that: 

• No sidewalks will be covered by the permeable pavers, only the grass areas. 
• The permeable pavers are not a trip hazard because they will be level with the 

sidewalk. 
• The tiles distribute the weight of a vehicle tire evenly, thus preventing the rutting that 

sometimes currently occurs when vehicles roll over the sod in the intersection. 
• This would be the first installation of these permeable pavers in Birmingham. 

 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that he has seen this in practice in other municipalities to good 
results.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To approve the service agreement with Agroscaping, Inc. of Swartz Creek, MI for the purchase 
and installation of permeable pavers at the intersection of Lincoln and Pierce streets in an 
amount not to exceed $8250.00 from the Local Streets Fund, Contract Maintenance account 
#203-449.003-937.0400. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-332-17 APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MEETTING MINUTES OF 

DECEMBER 4, 2017 (ITEM A) 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman asked City Clerk Mynsberge to review the crosswalk discussion within 
the Commissioner Comments section and then to return the minutes to the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Hoff requested that the name of the President of the Bloomfield Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce be corrected to Mr. Bauman. 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
12-333-17 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 

AMENDMENT AND FINAL SITE PLAN FOR 210 S. OLD 
WOODWARD - VINOTECCA 
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Mayor Harris opened the public hearing at 7:54 p.m. 
 
From Planning Director Ecker’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 5, 2017:  
 

The subject business is located at 210 S. Old Woodward Avenue in the southern 
portion of The Plaza at Birmingham building, just south of Merrill Street. The 
applicant is the current owner of the restaurant on site, The Bird and the Bread, and 
intends to change the name and concept of the current restaurant into Vinotecca, 
which will serve wine in conjunction with a European food focus. According to Section 
6 Article 6.02(A)(5) of the Zoning Ordinance, existing and new establishments with 
alcoholic beverage sales shall obtain a Special Land Use Permit upon change in 
ownership or name of establishment. 

 
The parcel is Zoned B-4, Business Residential and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay 
District. The applicant is proposing new signage and minor remodeling for the interior 
that includes the construction of a stage for low key entertainment. The applicant will 
be operating with the existing Class C liquor license controlled by the property owner 
which is currently in use by The Bird and the Bread. 
 
The Planning Board met on November 8th, 2017,  conducted a public hearing to 
discuss the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Review for 210 S. Old 
Woodward, and voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Special Land Use 
Permit and Final Site Plan with the following conditions: 

1. The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission; and 

2. The proposed isinglass is not considered a part of the Final Site 
Plan and SLUP approval. 

 
The Historic District Commission met on November 15, 2017 and conducted a 
public hearing to discuss the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Review 
for 210 S. Old Woodward. The Historic District Commission approved the proposed 
changes with the exception of the isinglass enclosure, however they did note that it 
would be reasonable to put up isinglass or similar material during the construction 
phase next door to prevent dust and debris from affecting the site. 

As The Bird and the Bread (Vinotecca) currently holds an entertainment permit, live 
entertainment is permitted within the establishment. However, given previous 
concerns raised by the City Commission regarding the use of DJs and other types of 
entertainment, the draft SLUP resolution contains additional entertainment provisions 
that the City Commission may wish to consider adopting. 

 

City Planner Ecker verified for: 
• Commission Nickita that the outdoor dining area would be adjacent to a pedestrian walk, 

not adjacent to a building. 
• Commissioner Hoff that the outdoor area would continue to be used in warm weather as 

it is now, not all year. 
 
City Attorney Currier clarified for Mayor Harris that the current entertainment permit allows 
music but not dancing. 
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Ms. Jonna, co-applicant, stated that Vinotecca will be a bit more upscale than The Bird and the 
Bread, more tapas-oriented, and that the Elm Room will continue operations in the back.   
 
City Manager Valentine explained to Ms. Jonna that new language was added to the SLUP’s 
entertainment endorsement on the liquor license due to previous concerns regarding 
entertainment licenses within the City. He continued that the new language will be citywide and 
provides guidelines on entertainment, including the type and timing permitted. 
 
Mayor Harris explained to Ms. Jonna that the proposed amendment being added to her 
entertainment endorsement requires no disc jockey entertainment after 7 p.m. any day of the 
week.  
 
Ms. Jonna replied that prohibiting DJs after 7 p.m. would be very detrimental to business 
because: 

• The banquet facility in the back needs to offer DJ services to guests that extend beyond 
7 p.m. in order to function. 

• Even if private events were excluded from the amendment, it would still be prohibitively 
limiting in the front-of-house. 

• This prohibition would only be included in new SLUPs, which would put some businesses 
at a severe disadvantage relative to others.  

• Ending at 7 p.m. would not reflect contemporary practices. 
• Music has been an integral part of The Bird and the Bread, and now Vinotecca, from 

their respective beginnings.   
She continued that The Bird and the Bread has operated music-oriented evenings for years with 
only positive results.  
 
Ms. Jonna explained to Commissioner Hoff that: 

• The signage would glow slightly red at night. 
• Changing The Bird and the Bread over to Vinotecca allows Vintage LLC. to operate two 

similar-in-concept establishments, the other being Vinology in Ann Arbor, as opposed to 
two different-concept establishments. Vinology has been in operation for ten years. 

• Co-applicant Dave Eifrid is Ms. Jonna’s husband. 
• The live-music focus will be mostly trios playing “laid-back and sophisticated” jazz and 

blues. 
• The Bird and the Bread’s operation in Birmingham has been entirely without incident, 

and Vinotecca will continue in the same manner.  
• Vinotecca diversifies options available to individuals looking to spend an evening out in 

Birmingham. 
• Since Birmingham is not a late-night market, Vinotecca’s likely closing hours would be 

between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. on weekends. 
• While during the summer there may be short lunch service, within the first year 

Vinotecca will focus on dinner and brunch. They may later expand their lunch service. 
 
Ms. Jonna compared Vinology and Vinotecca for Commissioner DeWeese, explaining that: 

• Vinology mostly draws women in the 25 to 55 age range while Vinotecca is estimated to 
draw women ages 30 to 55.  
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• Vinology has 7500 sq. ft. with seating on two levels while Vinotecca will have a more 
intimate dining area.  

• Vinology is world cuisine while Vinotecca will be European-focused. 
 
Ms. Jonna described The Bird and the Bread’s salsa night for Commissioner Sherman: 

• Some tables are cleared from the front on Sunday nights; 
• A DJ spins Latin music, with accompaniment from a live percussionist; 
• There is a $20 cover which includes a drink or tapas;  
• The age range of the Commission reflects the average age range of the attendees; and 
• The evening concludes at 9 p.m. 

 
There being no further comments, Mayor Harris closed the public hearing at 8:18 p.m. 
 
City Manager Valentine clarified for: 

• Commissioner Hoff that the prohibition of DJs after 7 p.m. would be the template for 
entertainment endorsement licenses going forward, but would not apply to live music.  

• Commissioner DeWeese that if a SLUP is violated, the Commission can: 
o Set a public hearing; 
o Request the applicant attend; and, 
o Formulate a Commission response to the SLUP violation post-hearing.  

• Commissioner DeWeese that the proposed 7 p.m. end can be modified by the 
Commission. 

 
City Attorney Currier also responded to Commissioner DeWeese, saying that the Commission 
can also call upon the Alcoholic Liquors section of the City’s Code of Ordinances which includes 
processes for enforcement, licensing, denying a license or revoking a license for establishments. 
He continued that the City can pull a SLUP, reference a contractual violation, and revoke or 
prevent renewal of a liquor license in order to address issues with establishments.  
 
Commissioner Sherman explained that: 

• The new DJ rules were created after issues with South and Blue Martini. 
• Some restrictions are necessary, but 7 p.m. is too early a cutoff time.  
• Some other options might be cover charges, ending valet service at midnight, or 

allowing private parties to go later. 
• The Commission can craft something that addresses the concerns of the restauranteurs 

while also protecting the interests of the community.  
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that: 

• The Commission seeks balance; 
• The Commission changed SLUPs and relevant ordinances after the previous incidents 

with Birmingham establishments; and, 
• The SLUP should be made specific enough that the Commission can act easily when 

necessary. 
 
Ms. Jonna told Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that a midnight cutoff could work if it excluded private 
events. Ms. Jonna then reiterated that her businesses have already been negatively affected by 
the disapproval of their isinglass proposal, and that if the SLUP modifications only apply to 
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businesses moving forward, many businesses will end up being at an unfair disadvantage 
relative to previously licensed businesses.  
 
Commissioner Boutros stated that: 

• Birmingham does not want nightclubs.  
• Issues tend to arise after 1 a.m. or 1:30 a.m, not midnight. 
• If Vinotecca will be like Vinology in Ann Arbor, he does not see any problem with 

Vinotecca. He believes Vinology has worked very well. 
• The Commission needs to be mindful of creating language within SLUPs that allows 

them to deal with potential problems going forward, even if Vinotecca is unlikely to pose 
a problem. 

• The cutoff for DJs should be extended to 1 a.m., with the exception of private parties in 
the banquet facility. 

 
Commissioner DeWeese said: 

• He would like to see the DJ cutoff time be midnight for the front of house, and 1 a.m. 
for the banquet facility. 

• The Commission possesses much better tools for immediate response to incidents than 
it has in the past.  

• This should not be passed until the wording is crafted by the City Attorney and staff. 
• The cutoff time could be extended after a track record is established, and the applicant 

has a good history with the City. 
• He would be willing to show more leniency and support for the applicant due to the 

good history.  
 
Commissioner Sherman observed a seeming Commission consensus around a front-of-house DJ 
end-time of midnight, and a private party end-time of 1 a.m. 
 
Mayor Harris stated that while it is good to protect the City’s safety interests, it is unfair to 
impose stringent requirements on an applicant with a stellar track-record.  
 
Commissioner Hoff said that if the music is managed well, she sees no problem.  
 
Commissioner Nickita said that: 

• There is a difference between private parties and marketed, recurring events. The latter 
is more of a concern. 

• The SLUP should clearly specify what a violation entails. 
 
Mayor Harris: 

• Agreed with Commissioner Nickita that the Commission needs room to act.  
• Continued that the Commission’s ability to revoke a SLUP found not to be in the public’s 

interest is sufficient.  
• Finished that he does not believe the amendment should get more specific, and asked 

City Attorney Currier for input.  
 
City Attorney Currier called the Commission’s attention to the first “Be it further resolved…” 
section of the proposed resolution, and suggested the following edits: 
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• Paragraph #1 should read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in 
those areas of the premises open to the general public, in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey entertainment shall 
be permitted after ___ on any day of the week.  

• Paragraph #2 should read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment for 
private parties in areas of the premises not open to the general public, in accordance 
with their entertainment permit issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey 
entertainment shall be permitted after ___ on any day of the week.  

• Paragraph #3, which begins “Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham 
City Code,” is fine as is. 

• Paragraph #4 should read “The Special Land Use Permit may be cancelled by the City 
Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest, including 
but not limited to a violation of the Special Land Use Permit, the contract, the 
Birmingham City Code, or State Law.” 

 
Commissioner Boutros stated that he does not see a need to impose a time limit since the 
fourth paragraph sufficiently addresses the Commission’s concerns.   
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Mayor Harris: 
To approve the Special Land Use Permit Amendment for 210 S. Old Woodward with the 
following changes to the numbered sub-sections of the 13th paragraph of the formal Resolution: 
 

• Section #1 to read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in those areas 
of the premises open to the general public, in accordance with their entertainment 
permit used issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey entertainment shall be 
permitted after 12 a.m. on any day of the week.  

• Section #2 to read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment for private 
parties in areas of the premises not open to the general public, in accordance with their 
entertainment permit used issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey entertainment 
shall be permitted after 2 a.m. on any day of the week.  

• Section #3 “Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code,” 
remains as proposed.  

• Section #4 to read “The Special Land Use Permit may be cancelled by the City 
Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest, including 
but not limited to a violation of the Special Land Use Permit, the contract, the 
Birmingham City Code, or State Law.” 

  
Commissioners Sherman and Hoff stated they would like to see City Attorney Currier’s changes 
in writing. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman supported Commissioner Sherman’s request for a definition of “private 
party” in the SLUP agreement. 
 
Commissioner Hoff echoed Commissioner Nickita’s support for more specific language within the 
SLUP regarding conditions under which the Commission can revoke the SLUP.  
 
City Attorney Currier stated the Commission can re-open the public hearing for the purpose of 
continuing it to the January 8, 2018 meeting. 
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Commissioner Nickita reiterated the need for specific criteria within the SLUP that clarify when a 
violation has occurred, both for the benefit of the City and the business in question.  
 
VOTE: Yeas, 0 
 Nays, 7 
 Absent, 0 
 
Mayor Harris reopened the public hearing at 9:04 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To continue until January 8, 2018 the public hearing for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
and Final Site Plan for 210 S. Old Woodward – Vinotecca, with direction to staff to revise the 
Special Land Use Permit Amendment incorporating: 
 
1. The following changes to the numbered sub-sections of the 13th paragraph of the formal 
Resolution: 
 

• Section #1 to read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in those areas 
of the premises open to the general public, in accordance with their entertainment 
permit used issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey entertainment shall be 
permitted after 12 a.m. on any day of the week.  

• Section #2 to read “Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment for private 
parties in areas of the premises not open to the general public, in accordance with their 
entertainment permit used issued by the MLCC except that no disc jockey entertainment 
shall be permitted after 2 a.m. on any day of the week.  

• Section #3 “Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code,” 
remains as proposed.  

• Section #4 to read “The Special Land Use Permit may be cancelled by the City 
Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest, including 
but not limited to a violation of the Special Land Use Permit, the contract, the 
Birmingham City Code, or State Law.” 

 
2. A definition of “private party” within the SLUP Agreement. 
3. An agreement on the times disc jockey entertainment should conclude.  
 
City Attorney Currier confirmed for Ms. Jonna that the more specific a SLUP gets, the more 
difficult it is for the City to act on concerns with a business.  
 
Ms. Jonna stated she would like to see the Commission finish the SLUP Amendment tonight, 
because delaying work on Vinotecca for a month will have negative financial results for the 
business. She continued that Vinotecca is amenable to the SLUP Amendment changes proposed 
by City Attorney Currier this evening.  
 
Kelly Allen, attorney, asked the Commission to confirm that they wanted a definition of “private 
party”, and a consensus on the times. She continued that the language needs clarification, and 
that the MLCC has a definition of “private party”, which is “paid for by the host”.  
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Mayor Harris replied to Ms. Allen that staff should address the definition of “private party” and 
the entertainment hours to be included in the SLUP. 
 
Commissioner Nickita said the Commission would prefer to conclude the issue tonight, but 
needs to be clear on what the City is agreeing to in a legal document.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that it is important for the Commission to get the SLUP 
language correct since it will be referred to as precedent going forward.  
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-334-17 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 

AMENDMENT AND FINAL SITE PLAN FOR 220 RESTAURANT AT 
220 E. MERRILL 

Commissioner Nickita recused himself due to a current business association with members of 
the applicant team. Commissioner Sherman recused himself based on a conversation with the 
City Attorney. 
 
Commissioner Hoff observed that this issue is very similar to the previous one regarding 
Vinotecca.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated she would still like to hear the presentation from Planning 
Director Ecker.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese said that he would like to hear the presentation, but believes the 
Commission should continue the public hearing until January 8, 2018 to answer in the interim 
any questions that arise. 
 
From Planning Director Ecker’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 5, 2017:  

 
The subject property at 220 E. Merrill is located in the B4 Business Residential zone 
district. The B4 zone lists food and drink establishments as a permitted use requiring a 
Special Land Use Permit (SLUP). The applicant was approved for a SLUP by the City 
Commission on March 10, 2014. 
 
The applicant is now requesting an amendment to the existing SLUP to allow them to 
utilize the lower level of the building, formerly known as “Edison’s” for special events, 
private parties, and the public as an extension to 220 Restaurant on the first floor. The 
applicant has indicated that the proposed lower level of 220 Restaurant will offer a 
food menu (the same as that offered on the main floor of the existing restaurant) and 
will host low-key entertainment, such as jazz music and piano music, in the space. 
Business hours would be the same as those of the main restaurant. The existing 220 
Restaurant currently holds an entertainment permit from the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission. According to the Michigan Liquor Control Code, Administrative Rules and 
Related Laws, Article 436.1915, Section 916: 



12  December 11, 2017 

 

An on-premises licensee shall not allow monologues, dialogues, motion pictures, 
still slides, closed circuit television, contests, or other performances for public viewing 
on the licensed premises unless the licensee has applied for and been granted 
an entertainment permit by the commission. Issuance of an entertainment permit 
under this subsection does not allow topless activity on the licensed premises. 

 
As 220 Restaurant currently holds an entertainment permit, the low-key live 
entertainment proposed would be permitted within the establishment. However, given 
previous concerns raised by the City Commission regarding the use of DJ’s and other 
types of entertainment, the draft SLUP resolution contains additional entertainment 
provisions that the City Commission may wish to consider adopting. 
 
The applicant appeared before the Planning Board on November 8, 2017 and 
received a recommendation for approval. As there are no exterior changes proposed 
to the historic structure they are not required to obtain approval from the Historic District 
Commission. 

 
The City Commission set a public hearing date for December 11, 2017 to consider  an 
application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) Amendment and Final Site Plan for 
220 R estaurant at 220 E. Merrill. 

 
Zaid Elia, applicant, clarified for: 

• Commissioner Hoff that: 
o There is ingress/egress on the east and west sides of the property, and an 

entrance from the main level via elevator on the west side of the property.  
o Food will be served at the bar.  
o 220 Restaurant entertainment plans entail live entertainment, private parties and 

DJs at different times.  
• Commissioner Boutros that zero structural changes are being proposed.  
• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that patrons come in through the side door.  
• Commissioner DeWeese that 220 Restaurant would like DJs to be permitted after 7 p.m.  

 
Ms. Allen suggested that entertainment end times be determined by function, not room. A 
private party would be paid for by the host and closed to the public.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese replied to Ms. Allen that there needs to be a difference in the SLUP 
between a private party that occupies part of the space in 220 Restaurant, and one that 
occupies the whole space.  
 
Ms. Allen confirmed her belief for Commissioner Boutros that the City should have discretion in 
determining entertainment cutoff times.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated that she would like the street tree-issue resolved before 
January 8, 2018. 
 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Hoff that a readable set of floor plans for the Fire 
Department are included on paragraph 7 of the SLUP resolution.  
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Ms. Allen stated that she would like to see an across-the-board entertainment end time of 1 a.m.  
 
Mr. Elia said he: 

• Disagrees with Ms. Allen because he prefers no stated entertainment end-time. 
• Would like to see the City Attorney have the discretion to negotiate different 

contracts with different operators.   
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
To continue until January 8, 2018 the public hearing for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill to utilize the lower level of the building 
as an extension of the 220 Restaurant and to direct staff and the City Attorney to consider 
revised language regarding entertainment end-times. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 5 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 Recused, 2 (Nickita, Sherman) 
 
12-335-17 BIRMINGHAM LITTLE LEAGUE DONATION AGREEMENT 
From Director of Public Services Wood’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 4, 
2017: 
 

The City of Birmingham was approached by the Birmingham Little League earlier 
this year in February about renovating two ball fields in Kenning Park. Birmingham 
Little League wishes to make a donation to the City of Birmingham for the 
renovation and/or redesign of the two easterly Little League baseball fields (Fields 
2 and 3).  
 
In turn, the City of Birmingham prepared a Donation Agreement detailing the specifics 
of such a donation in the amount of $219,000. Since such time, staff has been 
working with Johnson Hill Land Ethics Studio (JHLE) to determine optimal layout 
and estimated costs per field. Find attached a preliminary “draft” of the two field 
concept layout specific to fields #2 and #3 consistent with the Master Plan. The 
remaining park fields will continue to function under existing conditions and uses.   
The estimated costs to renovate the two little league fields is $302,228. As a 
result, BLL previously committed to $219,000 and they were asked to revise their 
contribution based on the latest cost estimates, for which they have done so in 
the amount of $303,000. 

 
If the project is awarded, after bids are received, we anticipate construction to begin 
after the 2018 baseball season ends and all uses of the City fields at Kenning Park 
concludes. Based on the proposed schedule, it is our intent to have the two 
renovated fields ready for play for the start of the 2019 season. 

Mayor Harris disclosed he volunteers with Birmingham Little League and that Counsel advised 
this is not grounds for recusal. The Commission concurred. 
 
Director of Public Services Wood explained to: 
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• Commissioner Hoff that the Little League is only updating two of the four fields due to 
funds. The updates should not have any effects on the existing fields.  

• Commissioner Nickita that the field located on the southeast side of Kenning Park in the 
concept plan would not likely be installed due to limited space and funds.  

• Commissioner DeWeese that snow would be cleared to the Park’s parking lot. 
• Commissioner Sherman that fields are reserved by permit applications submitted to the 

City.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese was concerned that improving these fields with fences would cut into 
an open field proposed by the Master Plan. 
 
City Manager Valentine clarified for: 

• Commissioner DeWeese that none of the Master Plan field proposals would be affected 
by these changes.  

• Commissioner Sherman that all of Kenning Park remains public, despite the donation 
from a private entity.  The Little League receives the first right of refusal if it meets two 
criteria: 

o The service life of the field, estimated to be twenty years, must be covered by 
the Little League’s investment; and, 

o The Little League must remain the most frequent user of the field based on 
permits issued.  

 
Director of Public Services Wood stated that Kenning Park is very rarely used for soccer, even 
when offered to the league.  
 
Mayor Harris opened comments to the public at 10:12 p.m.  
 
Pat O’Neill, President of the Birmingham Little League, clarified: 

• For Commissioner DeWeese that there are currently no open fields in Kenning Park.   
• Only two ballfields will be renovated due to limited funds. 
• Permitting the Little League first right of refusal for twenty years seems fair since all the 

Little League’s assets are going towards this renovation. 
 
Martha Moyer, Mark Secontine, Bryce Mulligan, Wayne Wudyka, James McNulty, Dave Palmeri, 
and Andy Wilkinson stated their support for the proposed Little League donation. 
 
Mr. Wudyka added that the Birmingham Little League should be publicly recognized in some 
way for their donation.  
 
Mr. McNulty added that he fears Birmingham may be losing players to municipalities with better 
fields. 
 
Mr. Palmeri suggested the Commission should think of this more as a public-private partnership 
since the leadership of the Birmingham Little League has such longevity and is so invested in 
this change. 
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Mr. Wilkinson added that it has taken the Birmingham Little League about thirty years to 
accumulate the $300,000 being offered to the City, and that the changes being proposed to the 
fields will aid in their maintenance.  
 
Mayor Harris told Mr. Wudyka that the donation agreement allows Birmingham Little League to 
install a memorial or a plaque on Fields #2 and #3 should they so choose.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To accept the Donation Agreement between the City of Birmingham and the Birmingham Little 
League in the amount of $303,000 for improvements as it relates to Fields #2 and #3 at 
Kenning Park. Further, to authorize the City Manager to execute the Donation Agreement on 
behalf of the City. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-336-17 48TH DISTRICT COURT 2018 BUDGET 
From Director of Finance/Treasurer Gerber’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 
1, 2017: 

 
Attached is the proposed 2018 budget for the 48th Judicial District Court. In total, the 
Court is requesting an operating budget of $4,670,920 which represents an increase 
of $116,360, or 2.55%, from the 2017 budget. Increases are proposed for all the 
budgeted categories except for court expenses which is proposed to remain the same 
as the current year. 
 
Salaries:  For 2018 salaries are proposed to increase 2% from the 2017 budget. 
 
Benefit Expenses: This budgeted category is proposed to increase by $29,400, or 
2.64% from the 2018 budget. The increase is the result of insurance and pension 
contributions. 
 
Operating Expenses: For 2018, operating expenses are proposed to increase by 
$16,000, or 1.25%. This is primarily the result of an increase in postage of $11,000 
and liability insurance of $10,000. This was partially offset by a decrease in office 
supplies of $5,000 

 
Professional Fees: Overall this budgeted category is proposed to increase by $31,100, 
or 31.26, as a result of outsourcing information technology services. 
 
Court Expenses:   This category is proposed to proposed to remain the same as 
2017 at $212,000. 
 
Equipment & Capital: Expenditures for this category are proposed to increase by 
$5,000, or 4.72%, as a result of an increase in equipment rental of $1,000 and an 
increase in equipment maintenance of $4,000. 
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In accordance with the 1985 agreement, revenues and Court expenditures are 
allocated to the four control units, which include the cities of Birmingham and 
Bloomfield Hills and the townships of Bloomfield and West Bloomfield, in the same 
proportion as the number of cases arising from each unit. At the end of each 
calendar year following the Court’s audit, an adjustment is made for the difference 
between those amounts advanced based on the estimate and the actual caseload of 
each control unit under the agreement. 
 
The City’s percent of total projected caseload for 2017 (27.28%) is higher than 2016’s 
actual caseload percentage (25.42%). Assuming the City funds the Court’s 2018 
budget at the same percentage as the projected 2017 caseload of 27.28%, the 
City would advance the Court $1,274,227.   No projected revenues were available 
from the Court for 2017 or 2018.   In calendar year 2016 the City received revenues 
of 1,071,498 from the Court and was allocated $1,079,148 in Court expenditures for a 
net cost of $7,650. 
 
The Court is undergoing a security assessment and multiple security improvements 
are being considered. Once a capital improvement program is put together with these 
projects, a budget amendment is expected sometime next year to address the 
recommendations in the security assessment. 

 
Judge Barron explained to: 

• Commissioner Hoff that three different security assessments have been performed 
and that the Court may be coming back to the relevant municipalities for a one-time 
fund request. He continued that the Court anticipates the assessment should be 
completed prior to the Birmingham budgeting process.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that Bloomfield Township currently funds the majority of the 
court’s budget due to caseload from the municipality. 

• Commissioner DeWeese that if the court exceeds its budget, it will return to the 
Commission to request additional funds. 

 
Commissioner Sherman shared concern that no estimate is provided for the security updates, 
especially since some of these costs are not unknown. He continued that he would like to see 
the court administrator work with city managers to implement budgeting best practices. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To receive the 2018 proposed budget from the 48th Judicial District Court; and further, to 
approve the budget as submitted. 

VOTE: Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
12-337-17 PROPOSED SCULPTURE LOAN – WINDSWEPT BY GARY KULAK 
Commissioner DeWeese shared his membership in the Friends of Barnum Park, and stated he 
does not believe it is a conflict of interest. The Commission concurred.  
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From Assistant City Planner Campbell’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 6, 
2017: 

 
On October 23, 2017, City Staff received an application from Gary Kulak to loan his 
artwork to the City for public display. The artwork titled Windswept, is a cardinal red steel 
chair that stands 8’ x 6’ x 27’ (L x W x H) and weighs 1,200 lbs. At this time, the artist is 
proposing the triangular open space formed by three pathways in Barnum Park as the 
location of the piece. In early October 2017, a circular concrete pad was poured at 
Barnum Park to accommodate rotating art sculptures. The artist has indicated that 
Windswept will be a 5 year loan. 
 
The subject sculpture has been exhibited in Grand Rapids, MI and Knoxville, TN. The 
artist explains that the work signifies the human spirit as if looking through a 
doorway (AKA the Barnum Elementary School entry portal) into a space and space 
looking back at you. The work creates a positive message of pride when viewed as a 
gesture moving upward. Further, the work was created for this site and will serve as a 
guardian and spirit for the park. 
 
It has typically been the practice to provide a “No Climbing” sign and to monitor the 
park, as the Department of Public Services currently does. Further, if attempts to 
scale the sculpture become an issue, Vaseline can be applied between 8’ and 10’ 
high on the legs to prevent climbing of the sculpture. The Police Chief deferred 
judgement on the issue to the Public Arts Board and City Commission. 
 
At this time, the artist and all relevant parties on behalf of City administration have 
signed an Access and Maintenance Agreement for the 5-year loan.  

 
Assistant City Planner Campbell explained to Commissioner Hoff that the cement pad in 
Barnum Park will remain after Windswept leaves, and lighting at night is not currently 
included in the plans. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese pointed out that Birmingham Police can monitor the sculpture by 
camera if a concern arises.  
 
Assistant City Planner Campbell confirmed for Commissioner Nickita that: 

• The owner will be responsible for transporting and installing the sculpture.  
• The pad can hold over 1,200 lbs. of weight. 
• The pad has been reviewed for wind-loads.  

 
Mayor Harris stated he would like to know if there have been safety issues with the sculpture in 
other cities.  
 
Commissioner Sherman pointed out that the City reserves the right to remove the sculpture at 
any time, for any reason, according to the contract, so he is not as concerned about safety.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner Hoff: 
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To approve the recommendations of the Public Arts Board and Parks and Recreation Board to 
accept a 5 year loan of the sculpture, Windswept, by Gary Kulak,  and to approve the proposed 
location for installation in the triangular open space in Barnum Park; 
      AND 
To approve the Access and Maintenance Agreement with Gary Kulak and further directing the 
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City; 
 
Cindy Rose stated that: 

• This has been a 4½ year process, and thanked Mr. Campbell, Planning Director Ecker 
and Mr. Valentine for helping installation occur.  

• Every sculpture could be considered an attractive nuisance and that if Birmingham is 
committed to public art it will have to endure that risk. 

• She has heard third-hand that the sculpture has not posed problems in other cities. 
• A light could be added to the sculpture if need be.  

 
VOTE: Yeas, 6 
 Nays, 1 (Boutros) 
 Absent, 0 
  
12-338-17 2018 ANNUAL REVIEW OF FEE SCHEDULE 
From City Clerk Mynsberge’s report to City Manager Valentine dated December 5, 2017: 
 

The fee required to be paid and the amount of any bond required to be posted, or 
insurance required to be carried, to obtain any license to engage in the operation, 
conduct or carrying on of any trade, profession, business or privilege for which a license 
is required by the provisions of the Birmingham City Code is set by the City Commission 
through the Schedule of Fees, Charges, Bonds and Insurance.  

 
The fee schedule has been reviewed by each department to determine whether 
amendments are needed to cover the cost for service and processing. The following 
revisions are proposed. 

 
City Clerk 
The City Clerk’s Office has proposed the following change: 

• Remove Taxicabs (Chapter 122). State law has removed local jurisdictions 
from the licensing process. 

 
Building Department 
The plan review process for new homes, additions, accessory structures and impervious 
surfaces require site plan and drainage review in accordance with Chapter 22 of the City 
Code. The fees for these reviews are listed in the Community Development Dept. section 
of the fee schedule under the heading Site Evaluation. These fees have remained the 
same for several years and the Engineering Department is requesting they be increased 
to cover actual costs. 

 
Site Evaluation 
• New house fees are proposed to increase from $150.00 to $200.00 for a total 

increase of $50.00 per review. 
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• The fee for additions, accessory structures and impervious surfaces is also 
proposed to increase $50.00 from $75.00 to $100.00 per review. A text 
change is also proposed here to include impervious surfaces as mentioned in 
the City Code. 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman , seconded by Commissioner  DeWeese: 
To amend the Schedule of Fees, Charges, Bonds and Insurance, City Clerk’s section, and 
Community Development Department section, as stated in the report. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
  

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
The items removed were discussed earlier in the meeting. 
  

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
None. 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
None. 
 

X. REPORTS 
12-339-17  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman explained that in the attendance reports from City boards and 
committees, it is still unclear whether a ‘No Meeting (NM)’ designation indicates quorum was 
not reached, or that no meeting was ever scheduled. If no quorum was reached within the 
Committee, she would like to know who was available or unavailable for the meeting.  
 
City Manager Valentine asked if there was Commission consensus. Commissioners Sherman and 
DeWeese suggested that in addition to the ‘No Meeting’ category, there be a ‘Cancelled’ 
category if needed to explain the lack of meeting, and if the meeting is ‘Cancelled’, then 
committee members’ availability should be recorded as well.  
 
Commissioner Hoff stated that public art is an asset to the City. She expressed disappointment 
that her favorite piece of public art, which was loaned to the City by the Hill Gallery, was sold 
from in front of Baldwin Library.  
 
12-340-17 CITY STAFF REPORTS 
The Commission received the Principal Shopping District Special Assessment District 870 
Funding Report for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 as submitted by Deputy Treasurer Klobucar. 
 

XI. ADJOURN 
Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 11:07 p.m.   
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_____________________________ 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
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4,263.95 DTE ENERGY000179*254867

48,709.85 DTE ENERGY000180*254868

821.15 DUNCAN PARKING TECH INC001077254869

1,000.00 EDWARDS PLUMBING & HEATINGMISC254870

720.00 EGANIX, INC.007538*254871

144.64 ELDER FORD004671254872

727.00 ENFORCEMENT PRODUCTS INC006876254873

11,301.41 ENGLISH GARDENS004615254874

451.33 FEDEX OFFICE004514*254875

16,729.13 FLEIS AND VANDENBRINK ENG. INC007314254876

100.00 G & S RESTAURANTS INCMISC254878

162.50 G2 CONSULTING GROUP LLC007807254879

14,050.00 GABRIEL, ROEDER, SMITH & CO.001023254880

200.00 GARDNER SIGNS INCMISC254881

175.95 GARY KNUREK INC007172254882

485.91 GLOBAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY INC000920254883

87.48 GORDON FOOD004604*254884

505.00 GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSN.006868*254885

150.00 GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS004878254886

295.68 GREAT AMERICAN BUSINESS PRODUCTS004983*254887

10,259.92 GREAT LAKES POWER AND LIGHTING, INC004959254888

100.00 GROW GARDEN & LANDSCAPEMISC254889

2,660.99 GUARDIAN ALARM000249254890

250.00 GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531254891

210.00 H2A ARCHITECTS, INC.007342254892

30.50 HAYES PRECISION INC001672254893

1,250.00 HENDERSON PRODUCTS INC008640*254894

21,900.00 HOMEFIELD TURF AND ATHLETIC INC.007375*254895

823.37 HUBBELL ROTH & CLARK INC000331254896

300.00 HUBER, MONTE JMISC254897

1,315.00 HYDROCORP000948254898

6,000.46 J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261254901

4,797.89 J.T. EXPRESS, LTD.000344*254902

616.02 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458254903

900.00 JUNO BUILT LLCMISC254904

90.00 BRADLEY KADA008647254905



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

12/13/2017

01/08/2018

104.00 HAILEY R KASPER007827*254906

200.00 KEARNS BROTHERS INCMISC254907

100.00 KENTSHIRE CLASSIC HOMES, INC.MISC254908

100.00 KINDERVATER CONSTRUCTIONMISC254909

383.20 KONE INC004085254910

6.12 KROGER COMPANY000362*254911

23,740.00 L.G.K. BUILDING, INC008553*254912

150.35 LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550254913

180.80 LEXISNEXIS RISK SOLUTIONS006817254914

1,900.00 LIVE WELL CUSTOM HOMES LLCMISC254915

7,000.00 MAHER, BRIAN JMISC254918

635.00 MAJIK GRAPHICS INC001417254919

120.00 MAMC004855*254920

1,170.00 MARINE CITY NURSERY CO001915*254921

500.00 MASTERWORKS CONTRACTING LLCMISC254922

200.00 MATTHEW ABRAHAMMISC254923

1,102.50 MCMI000369*254925

68,580.00 MCNULTY ELECTRIC, INC008557254926

120.00 MGFOA004738254928

100.00 MICHIGAN ASPHALT PAVINGMISC254929

640.64 MICHIGAN.COM008126*254930

810.00 MPARKS008160*254931

180.00 MRWA005986*254932

422.00 NELSON BROTHERS SEWER001194254933

1,994.54 NETWORK SERVICES COMPANY007755254934

1,477.51 NICE RINK006556254935

15,002.00 NOWAK & FRAUS ENGINEERS001864254937

309.50 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359254938

296,511.25 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*254939

2,000.00 ORCHARD DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTIOMISC254942

443.21 OSCAR W. LARSON CO.002767254943

3,000.00 PERFECT MATCH FINISHING008588*254944

100.00 PERIARD CEMENT,BRICK AND BLOCKMISC254945

400.00 PHILLIPS SIGN & LIGHTING INCMISC254946

816.00 JAMIE CATHERINE PILLOW003352*254947

1,000.00 PRM CUSTOM BUILDERS LLCMISC254949

200.00 PROGRESSIVE IRRIGATION, INC006697254950

300.00 PROPER TECH INCMISC254951

295.00 PUBLIC AGENCY TRAINING COUNCIL005660254952

70.00 QMI GROUP INC002852254953

1,080.00 QUALITY COACH COLLISION LLC001062*254954

100.00 RASHID CONSTRUCTIONMISC254955

2,400.00 RESIDEX LLC000286254956



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

12/13/2017

01/08/2018

1,000.00 REVIVE RENOVATIONS LLCMISC*254957

2,210.00 RNA FACILITIES MANAGEMENT006497254958

1,250.00 RON TURLEY ASSOCIATES, INC.005996*254959

31.63 ROYAL OAK P.D.Q. LLC000218254960

1,100.00 SIERRA, KATRINA MARIEMISC254964

20.00 SOCPWA005128*254965

128,137.66 SOCWA001097*254966

1,527.88 SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO. INC005787254967

274.44 STATE OF MICHIGAN001005*254969

2,000.00 STERLING DEVELOPMENT CORPMISC254970

5,381.99 SYSTEMATIC FINANCIAL MGMT. L.P.005127254971

325.00 TAYLOR FREEZER OF MICH INC001076254972

200.00 THOMAS SEBOLD & ASSOCIATES, INMISC254973

1,000.00 THORNTON & GROOMS INC.MISC254974

100.00 TIMELESS RENOVATIONS LLCMISC254976

150.00 TIRE WHOLESALERS CO INC000275254977

4,420.00 TRANSPARENT WINDOW CLEANING004692254980

200.00 UNILAND CORPORATIONMISC254982

663.60 VAN DYKE GAS CO.000293254983

779.75 VARIPRO008411254984

838.77 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*254985

775.20 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*254986

152.55 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*254988

12,937.17 WALKER PARKING CONSULTANTS001014254989

478.88 WALL STREET JOURNAL, THE000828254990

1,700.15 WHITLOCK BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.007278254992

771.86 KIM WICKENHEISER008646*254993

525.00 LAUREN WOOD003890*254996

1,000.00 WOODWARD DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LLCMISC254997

2,206.74 XEROX CORPORATION008391*254998

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$853,074.63Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $820,078.31

$32,996.32
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1/8/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/12/2017 32,996.32
TOTAL 32,996.32

                              City of Birmingham
12/13/2017



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

12/20/2017

01/08/2017

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*254999

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255000

49.98ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284255002

40.00ABELL PEST CONTROL INC008555255003

421.59AETNA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LLC007266255005

172.62AIRGAS USA, LLC003708*255006

298.17ALLIE BROTHERS, INC005795255009

53.00ARTECH PRINTING INC000500255010

1,088.36AT&T006759*255011

206.60AT&T006759*255012

48.03AT&T006759*255013

54.00AT&T006759*255014

108.61AT&T006759*255015

54.00AT&T006759*255016

220.62AT&T006759*255017

107.46AT&T006759*255018

8,636.62AUTOMATED BENEFIT SVCS INC004027255019

11,510.30BALDWIN PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUST004867*255023

49.99BATTERIES PLUS003012255024

388.92BELL EQUIPMENT COMPANY000518255026

63.58BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345255027

2.75BILLINGS LAWN EQUIPMENT INC.002231255028

3,035.32CITY OF BIRMINGHAM #229008625*255029

22.93BLOOMFIELD TWP FIRE DEPT002982255031

120.00LISA MARIE BRADLEY003282*255032

93.30KATHRYN BURRICK001137*255034

250.00CANFIELD EQUIPMENT SERVICE INC.007875255035

1,366.59CDW GOVERNMENT INC000444*255038

6.00CENTRAL PARKING SYSTEM002067255039

12,265.00CINIUM FINANCIAL SERVICES, CORP008003255040

234.57CINTAS CORP007710255041

237.83CINTAS CORPORATION000605255042

1,924.20CITY OF TROY001054*255043

966.40MARK CLEMENCE000912*255044

1,314.00COFINITY004026255045

2,113.73COMERICA BANK000979255046

5,977.48CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*255048

248.18CONTRACTORS CLOTHING CO002668255049

488.70CONTRACTORS CONNECTION INC001367*255050

640.00CRANDALL-WORTHINGTON INC002125255052

3,871.41D & G EQUIPMENT, INC.004577255053

175.00DAVID WACHLER & SONS, INC003428255055

173.75DE LAGE LANDEN FINANCIAL SVCS INC008005255056

4D



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

12/20/2017

01/08/2017

588.00 DEBRA KLEIN007826*255057

484.83 DELTA TEMP INC000956*255058

133.20 DENTEMAX, LLC006907255059

247.00 CURTIS DAVID DICHO007980*255060

8,417.76 DTE ENERGY000180*255062

3,103.50 DTE ENERGY COMPANY005711*255063

136.26 DTS FLUID POWER LLC003806255064

160.00 EAGLE LANDSCAPING & SUPPLY007505255065

845.44 EJ USA, INC.000196*255067

9,955.11 FLEIS AND VANDENBRINK ENG. INC007314255069

213,400.68 FLORENCE CEMENT007561*255070

1,246.18 FOSTER BLUE WATER OIL007212255071

2,572.75 G2 CONSULTING GROUP LLC007807*255073

372.85 GARY KNUREK INC007172255075

363.42 GORDON FOOD004604*255076

52.69 GRAINGER000243255077

504.00 NATALIA HAASE006799*255080

2,304.00 HARRELL'S LLC006346255081

216.88 MARTHA HODGE004307*255082

120.00 INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF004839255084

75,930.50 ITALIA CONSTRUCTION008457*255085

92.58 JACK DOHENY COMPANIES INC000186*255086

53.12 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458255087

10,950.00 JOHNSTON LEWIS ASSO INC003746*255088

426.00 K/E ELECTRIC SUPPLY007423255089

135.00 KGM DISTRIBUTORS INC004088255090

95,315.00 KNAPHEIDE TRUCK EQUIPMENT000353255091

162.00 JILL KOLAITIS000352*255092

290.00 L3 TECHNOLOGIES, INC.005327*255093

1,345.62 LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550255096

9,700.00 LOGICALIS INC008158255101

528.00 SANDRA LYONS003945*255102

51,697.50 MCKENNA ASSOCIATES INC000888255103

991.78 MEDIANEWS - 21CM ADVERTISING008477*255104

129.00 VERONICA MILLER008350*255109

100.00 MMTA001783*255110

4.50 MULTI-PLAN008211255111

45.50 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359255113

412,795.53 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*255115

1,014.20 OAKLAND COUNTY TREASURER000919*255116

8,857.96 OAKLAND COUNTY WATER DEPARTMENT008214*255117

250.00 OAKPOINTE BUILDING COMISC*255118

113.40 PAPADOPOULOS, ARTHUR & PATRICIAMISC*255122



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

12/20/2017

01/08/2017

2,168.60 PENCHURA, LLC006027*255123

780.00 DIANA PERAINO008225*255125

468.00 JAMIE CATHERINE PILLOW003352*255126

2,229.50 POSTMASTER000801*255128

418.00 PROGRESSIVE IRRIGATION, INC006697*255129

2,475.00 R.C. SYSTEMS, INC.008389255130

1,200.00 RAFT003447255131

1,528.60 RAPID AIR005930255132

296.88 PETE REALY008404*255133

11,255.61 RKA PETROLEUM003554*255135

2,210.00 RNA FACILITIES MANAGEMENT006497255136

1,439.77 SAM'S CLUB/SYNCHRONY BANK002806*255137

17,890.00 SEAWAY PAINTING, LLC002051255138

113.41 SHRED-IT USA004202255139

7,730.00 SIDOCK GROUP INC007881255140

71,361.00 SOCRRA000254255141

29,618.32 SYMETRA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY004355255144

133.51 TERMINAL SUPPLY CO.000273255145

154.00 TIRE WHOLESALERS CO INC000275255146

553.80 TREDOC TIRE SERVICES008371255147

120.12 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255150

382.58 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255151

271.99 VILLAGE AUTOMOTIVE006491255152

11,034.17 WALKER RESTORATION CONSULTANTS005231255153

100.00 ALYSON WELLMAN008568255154

6,650.00 WILCOX BROS.001337*255156

948.85 BRENDA WILLHITE007894*255157

711.31 WINDSTREAM005794*255158

3,707.01 CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*255164

620.00 POSTMASTER000801*255165

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$1,350,602.11Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $1,154,021.36

$196,580.75



Page 1

1/8/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/19/2017 192,100.29
Cutwater Asset Management-November ** 4,480.46

TOTAL 196,580.75

                              City of Birmingham
ACH Warrant List Dated 12/20/2017

**Awaiting approval from Commission. 
Cutwater Asset Management provides advisory and reporting services for the City's 
general investments.  It was acquired by Bank of New York Mellon, N.A. in January 
2015.  As a result of the acquisition, they no longer accept checks as payment for 
services.  Once the Commission approves this warrant list, the City will electronically 
transmit payment.  These invoices will  appear once a month on the ACH Warrant 
List. 



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

01/03/2018

01/08/2018

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255166

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255167

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255168

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255169

84.00KATHI ABELA008226*255170

165.00AERO FILTER INC000394255171

212.50ALL PRO EXERCISE INC003106255172

135.17AT&T006759*255173

407,360.82AXIOM CONSTRUCTION SVCS GROUP LLC008422255175

63.29BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345255176

45,262.32CITY OF BIRMINGHAM #225008543*255177

30.00BOB ADAMS TOWING INC.000157*255178

3,690.00KAREN D. BOTA000546255179

278.25CADILLAC ASPHALT, LLC003907255180

4,759.48CADILLAC ASPHALT, LLC003907255181

679.00JOEL CAMPBELL000569*255182

3,733.31CDW GOVERNMENT INC000444*255183

103.33CINTAS CORPORATION000605255184

1,383.21CLEAR RATE COMMUNICATIONS, INC008006*255185

1,610.00CLOVERDALE EQUIPMENT CO001318*255186

585.53COCHRANE SUPPLY AND ENG INC002191255187

104.00COFFEE BREAK SERVICE, INC.004188255188

202.74COMCAST007625*255189

545.39CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*255190

98.71CORE & MAIN LP008582255191

277.00CYNERGY PRODUCTS004386255192

1,835.43DELTA TEMP INC000956255193

25.00LAWRENCE DEMAGGIO003439255194

10.16DOWNRIVER REFRIGERATION000190255195

20,467.23DTE ENERGY000179*255196

397.10ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC000493255197

453.06EJ USA, INC.000196255198

50.00ELITE TRAUMA CLEAN-UP INC.007684255199

38.00ERADICO PEST SERVICES008308255200

78.00KAMERYN EVERETT008567255201

305.25EZELL SUPPLY CORPORATION000207255202

139.72FEDEX000936255203

1,500.00AARON FILIPSKI008447*255204

197.00GASOW VETERINARY000223255205

149.70GORDON FOOD004604*255206

11,330.89GREAT LAKES POWER AND LIGHTING, INC004959255207

876.00GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531255208

363.98HALT FIRE INC001447255209

4E



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

01/03/2018

01/08/2018

61.00 HAYES PRECISION INC001672255210

2,648.94 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES001956*255211

23,196.33 HUBBELL ROTH & CLARK INC000331255212

832.00 ICMA001204255213

36,527.76 J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261255214

77.00 JAX KAR WASH002576*255215

377.27 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458255216

148.00 K/E ELECTRIC SUPPLY007423255217

156.00 HAILEY R KASPER007827*255218

126.00 DEBORAH KLEIN007828*255219

2,281.85 KONE INC004085255220

28.96 KROGER COMPANY000362*255221

8,489.00 LADUKE ROOF.& SHT.METAL CORP003404*255222

1,916.45 LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550255223

144.00 KAREN LINGENFELTER007977*255224

110.00 MAYO WELDING & FAB. CO INC002169255226

170.00 MICHIGAN ASSN. OF FIRE CHIEFS002022255227

70.19 MICHIGAN CAT001660*255228

65.00 MICHIGAN.COM #1008007659*255230

75.00 VERONICA MILLER008350255231

2,478.89 MOBILE HEALTH RESOURCES007163255232

137.00 NENA007915255233

1,018.41 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359255234

1,893.18 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*255235

273.25 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370255236

3,512.03 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481*255237

827.37 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481*255238

500.00 OSCAR W. LARSON CO.002767255239

165.00 PENCHURA, LLC006027255240

211.17 PEPSI COLA001753*255241

60.00 DIANA PERAINO008225*255242

195.00 PITNEY BOWES INC002518255243

29.85 RAIN MASTER CONTROL SYSTEMS008342*255244

98.96 PETE REALY008404*255245

8,000.00 RESERVE ACCOUNT005344*255246

86.00 ROSE PEST SOLUTIONS001181255247

80.00 SMAFC002021255248

20.00 SOCPWA005128255249

297.89 SOMERSET BUICK GMC INC000256255250

411.57 SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO. INC005787255251

3,480.00 SP+ CORPORATION007907255252

1,760.13 SUNTEL SERVICES005238255253

294.00 TIRE WHOLESALERS CO INC000275255254



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

01/03/2018

01/08/2018

714.83 TOTAL ARMORED CAR SERVICE, INC.002037255255

225.00 TYCO INTEGRATED SECURITY LLC000155255256

841.20 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255257

50.59 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255258

504.16 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255259

291.01 WATERFORD REGIONAL FIRE DEPT.004497255260

629.00 PAUL WELLS000301*255261

123.49 JEFFREY WHIPPLE001536*255262

282.00 LINDSAY WILLEN007355*255263

668.70 ZEP SALES AND SERVICE000309255264

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$650,191.37Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $617,640.00

$32,551.37



Page 1

1/8/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 12/28/2017 32,551.37
TOTAL 32,551.37

                              City of Birmingham
1/3/2018



MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: December 26, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: Set a Public Hearing – Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

The City Commission on June 26, 2017 hired McKenna to assist the City of Birmingham with 
updating the Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  In accordance with the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) requirements, a public hearing is required for citizen 
input, to be followed with a formal adoption by the City Commission. 

At the November 14, 2017 Parks and Recreation Board meeting McKenna presented the “draft” 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan in which the Parks Board approved commencing the 30-day 
public comment period for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  This “draft” plan has 
been noticed for this public review period which ends on January 3, 2018. 

After the review period concludes McKenna and staff will continue to assemble the updated 
Master Plan and work through the Master Plan Sub-Committee and ultimately return to the 
Parks and Recreation Board on February 6, 2018 for their recommendation.  Attached you will 
find more information from McKenna on the public hearing requirement and public hearing 
notice. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To set a Public Hearing for February 12, 2018 to consider adoption of the proposed 2018 Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan. 

1 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  City Commission 
  City of Birmingham, Michigan 
 
From:  Sarah Traxler, AICP  
  Vice President 
 
Date:  December 20, 2017 
 
Subject: Required Public Hearing for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
As you know, the Parks and Recreation Board, supported by the Department of Public Services, has been 
involved in the preparation of a five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan to be adopted in 2018.  There has 
been significant study, analysis, meeting of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee, and public 
engagement to support this effort – above and beyond that which the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) requires.  The MDNR publishes standards for minimum requirements for content, public engagement, 
and adoption processes related to Parks and Recreation Master Plans, which we have closely followed 
throughout the planning process.  Parks and Recreation Master Plans are used to orient a parks and recreation 
program’s activities based on community goals and objectives, prioritize capital improvements, and describe 
operations of parks and recreation programs, which vary widely from community to community.   
 
30-DAY COMMENT PERIOD 
The prescribed process set forth by MDNR requires that a draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan be available to 
residents and stakeholders during a 30-day, well-publicized public review and comment period.  The draft plan 
has been noticed for its 30-day comment period, which ends on January 3, 2018. At the end of the 30-day 
comment period, we will synthesize any comments and work with the Master Plan Sub-Committee to 
appropriately incorporate comments into a revised draft.   
 
CITY COMMISSION CONSIDERATION 
The next required step in the adoption process is for the City Commission (legislative body) to conduct a public 
hearing, which we are requesting take place on February 12, 2018 at 7:30PM (see attached draft Public Hearing 
notice).  During that meeting, McKenna will present the highlights of the draft plan, the Commission will receive 
comments, then consider adoption of the plan.  Once the plan has been adopted, we will submit the plan to the 
MDNR so that it’s on-file to support any future MDNR grant applications by the City of Birmingham.   
 
We look forward to receiving input from the Commission and the public, and welcome questions or comments at 
any time.  Thank you. 
 
 



CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN  
HAS SCHEDULED A PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Public Hearing: 

Monday, February 12, 2018 
7:30 PM 

 
Birmingham Municipal Building 

151 Martin Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

 

Notice is given to any and all interested parties that the Birmingham City Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building on the second floor in the 
Commission Room, located at 151 Martin St., to hear comments on the 2018 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.  The City of Birmingham is preparing this five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan in 
accordance with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources requirements.  When completed, the 
plan will serve as a guide for the acquisition and development of community recreation facilities and 
programs over the next five (5) years.  The draft plan is available for review online at 
bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan and in person at 851 S. Eton St., Birmingham, MI 48009.  

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should contact the 
City of Birmingham City Clerk, Cherilynn Mynsberge, at (248) 530-1880, at least seventy-two (72) hours 
in advance of the Public Hearing, if requesting accommodations.  

Publication Date: On or before January 12, 2018 

 

 



MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

Fire Dept. 
DATE: December 18, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: John Connaughton, Fire Chief 
Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Chesterfield Fire Station 
Grant of Easement to DTE Energy Co. 

The electrical service for the old Chesterfield Fire Station was via overhead wiring which crossed 
Chesterfield Ave. from the alley to the west, running behind the adjacent commercial buildings 
on W. Maple Rd.  Photos of the previous conditions are attached to this report.  In order to 
meet current standards, the new electrical service will come from the same source, but be run 
underground starting at the west side of the street.  After crossing the street, the service is 
planned to run underground diagonally to the rear face of the building, where a transformer is 
being installed (per the attached easement sketch).  Due to the heavy duty nature of this 
service connection, the electrical service as well as the transformer will be owned and 
maintained by DTE Energy Co.  As a part of the service installation, DTE Energy is requesting 
that the City sign an easement granting the utility company access to this area into the future. 

The attached easement form was prepared by DTE Energy Co., and has been reviewed and 
approved by the City Attorney.  It is recommended that the City Commission authorize the 
Mayor and Clerk to sign the document, thereby allowing DTE Energy to proceed to schedule this 
work.  A suggested resolution follows: 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To approve the dedication of a ten foot wide easement on the Chesterfield Fire Station 
property, 1600 W. Maple Rd., to DTE Energy Co., and to direct the Mayor and City Clerk to sign 
the document on behalf of the City.   
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1/2/2018 100 Chesterfield Ave - Google Maps
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MEMORANDUM 

Engineering Department 

DATE: November 15, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Austin W. Fletcher, Assistant City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
Annual Permit 

Each year the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) requires the City of Birmingham 
to obtain an annual permit.  Enclosed is a copy of the correspondence received from MDOT. 
The permit is required annually to establish the authorized representative when obtaining an 
individual permit for a specific purpose.  MDOT requires that a certified resolution be provided 
to establish this person as the designated person for the community. 

The annual permit is to take effect on January 1, 2018, and continues through the calendar 
year. 

It is recommended that the City Engineer, Paul T. O’Meara be designated the officer authorized 
to obtain these permits as required by the State of Michigan beginning January 1, 2018, in 
accordance with the requirements of the attached application and permit.  In his absence, the 
designated officer shall be Austin W. Fletcher, Assistant City Engineer. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To adopt the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies with the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) and authorizing City Engineer, Paul O’Meara and Assistant City 
Engineer, Austin Fletcher, to apply to MDOT for the necessary permit work within State 
Highway Right-of-Way on behalf of the City of Birmingham. 

4H









4I



























































































1 

MEMORANDUM 

Treasurer’s  Office 

DATE: January 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Teresa Klobucar, Deputy Treasurer 
Mark Gerber, Finance Director/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Contract for Collection Agency Services 

The City was notified in September 2017 that our current contractor for collection agency 
services, Midwestern Audit Services, Inc. was closing its business due to the death of the 
owner.  In early October 2017, the City requested proposals from collection agency firms using 
the Michigan Inter-governmental Trade Network (MITN).   

On October 18, 2017 the Treasurer’s Office publicly opened bids for Collection Agency Services 
for the City of Birmingham. The collection agency was asked to quote fees on a percentage 
basis. Five bids were received and the results are shown below.  

Bidder Complete Bid Percentage 

Universal Fidelity LP Yes 20% 

Penn Credit Yes 22% 

Exela Technologies Yes 24% 

Congress Collection Yes 25% 

RDK Collection Services Yes 25% 

After reviewing the quotes, we are recommending Universal Fidelity LP be awarded the 
contract.  Their fee of 20% is less than the previous collection agency, Midwestern Audit 
Services, who charged 25%.  In addition, they have experience with collecting unpaid parking 
tickets (they are the collection agency for the City of New York’s parking tickets) which is the 
majority of the unpaid invoices that the City sends to the collection agency.   

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To accept the bid submitted by Universal Fidelity LP and to authorize the mayor and city clerk 
to execute the contract on behalf of the city.  
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MEMORANDUM 
Police Department 

DATE: December 11, 2017  

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 
Jana Ecker, Planning Director  

FROM: Mark H. Clemence, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Adachi Restaurant Group LLC request for a new Class C and SDM 
liquor licenses with Sunday sale (AM and PM) and an Outdoor 
Service Permit to be located at 325 S Old Woodward, 
Birmingham, Oakland County, Michigan, to be issued pursuant to 
MCL 436.1521(A)(1)(B).  

The police department has received a request from Clint Mansour regarding an application from 
the Adachi Restaurant Group LLC, to be located at 325 S Old Woodward, Birmingham, Oakland 
County, MI 48009, in regard to the listed subject. Adachi Restaurant Group LLC has paid the 
initial fee of $1,500.00 for a business that serves alcoholic beverages for consumption on the 
premises per section 7.33 of the Birmingham City Code. 

On February 22, 2017 the Birmingham Planning Board approved the Final Site Plan Review and 
a SLUP for 325 S Old Woodward, seeking a Bistro License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, 
of the Birmingham City Code. On April 24th, 2017 the Birmingham City Commission approved 
the SLUP to operate an establishment with a Bistro License for 325 S Old Woodward, pursuant 
to Article 7, Section 7.34, Zoning, of the Birmingham City Code. 

There will be two stockholders for the Adachi Restaurant Group LLC. The stockholders are Clint 
Mansour and Kenny Koza. Each stockholder will own 50% of the Adachi Restaurant Group LLC. 
Mansour has been the operating Mansour Companies in Birmingham, MI since 2006. Mansour 
Companies is comprised of various businesses and real estate properties. Mansour resides in 
Bloomfield Hills, MI with his wife Courtney Mansour. Koza is the owner and operating partner of 
11 hotels and 8 restaurants in the area. Koza resides in West Bloomfield, MI with his wife 
Michelle Koza.  

Adachi proposes to install interior seating for 65 patrons, 10 of which will be at the bar. The 
outdoor dining area will be on private property and will seat 70 additional patrons adjacent to 
the building. This outdoor dining area provides for safe and efficient pedestrian flow. Koza, the 
restaurateur, has over 15 years of experience in the hospitality industry. He is the owner and 
operating partner in 5 full service/fine dining restaurants. The restaurant brands include 
Hopunion Gastropub, Taps Bar and Grill, The Fork, and Urban Steak. Lunch and dinner service 
is planned. Specialties include Crispy Rice with Spicy Tuna Toppings, Crab-Crusted Ahi Tuna, 
Peppercorn Filet Mignon, and Grilled Lamb Chops. Adachi will also provide a diverse and healthy 
kids menu. They have applied for a Bistro License in order to serve fine wines and Asian beers. 
The hours of operation will be Monday – Wednesday 11:30am to 10:30pm, Thursday – 
Saturday 11:30am- 11:30pm, and Sunday 11:30am – 10:00pm.  
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The renovation of the establishment, furniture, fixtures and equipment amounted to $1,200,000 
and was financed by a SBA loan from Huntington Bank. There are sufficient funds in Mansour’s 
and Koza’s bank accounts to pay for additional related business start-up costs. The Adachi 
Restaurant Group LLC has signed a long term lease for 325 S Old Woodward.  

A background check was conducted on both stockholders. Clint Mansour was checked using the 
Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN), the Court’s Law Enforcement Management 
Information System (Clemis) and the Middle Atlantic-Great Lakes Organized Crime Law 
Enforcement Network (MAGLOCLEN).  Mansour has never held a liquor license in the past and 
has no negative law enforcement contacts.  

Kenny Koza was also checked using the Law Enforcement Information Network (LEIN), the 
Court’s Law Enforcement Management Information System (Clemis) and the Middle Atlantic-
Great Lakes Organized Crime Law Enforcement Network (MAGLOCLEN).  Koza has in the past 
and currently holds liquor licenses for his other restaurants.  Koza has no past liquor license 
violations and no criminal convictions.  

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To authorize the Chief of Police to sign the MLCC Police Investigation Report (LC-
1800) and to approve the liquor license request of Adachi Restaurant Group LLC 
that requests a new Class C License to be issued under MCL 436.1521(A)(1)(B) and 
SDM License with Outdoor Service (1 Area) to be located at 325 S Old Woodward, 
Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 48009.  

Furthermore, pursuant to Birmingham City Ordinance, to authorize the City Clerk to 
complete the Local Approval Notice at the request of Adachi Restaurant Group LLC 
approving the liquor license request of Adachi that requested a New Class C License 
to be issued under MCL 436.1521 (A)(1)(B) & SDM License with Outdoor Service (1 
Area) to be located at 325 S Old Woodward, Birmingham, Oakland County, MI 
48009. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM  
PLANNING BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
OF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 

Item Page 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ("SLUP") 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. 325 S. Old Woodward Ave.
Adachi Bistro (Peabody Mansion)

Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new Asian 
Fusion Bistro serving alcoholic liquors.  

      Motion by Mr. Boyle 
Seconded by Mr. Williams  to recommend approval the applicant’s request 
for Final Site Plan and a SLUP to permit a Bistro License for Adachi at 325 S. 
Old Woodward Ave. with the following conditions:  
1) The applicant provide a trash receptacle within the outdoor dining area
as required by the Zoning Ordinance;  
2) The applicant must provide specifications on the materials for the new
staircases and doors;  
3) The applicant must provide wooden gates on the dumpster enclosure or
obtain a variance from the BZA;  
4) The applicant submit details of outdoor lighting for the Bistro for review
and approval by the Planning Staff; 
5) The applicant provide sidewalk lighting (two standard lamps in
accordance with the current Downtown design) plus an appropriate bike 
rack on the adjacent plaza, for review and approval by Planning Staff; 
6) The applicant is required to obtain a variance from the BZA in lieu of
providing the required 70% glazing; 
7) The applicant will be required to have the final sign design
administratively approved by the Planning Department;  and  
8) The applicant complies with the requests of all City Departments.

Motion carried, 7-0. 

2. 2159 E. Lincoln
   Lincoln Yard (Vacant, former BPS bus garage) 
Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new 
American Style bistro serving alcoholic liquors. 

      Motion by Mr. Share 
Seconded by Mr. Koseck that the Planning Board postpone to March 8, 2017 
the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a SLUP to permit a Bistro 
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Birmingham Planning Board Proceedings  
February 22, 2017 

2

Item Page 

License for Lincoln Yard at 2159 E. Lincoln. 

Motion carried, 7-0.  

3. 2100 E. Maple Rd.
   Whole Foods (inside the Whole Foods building) 
Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new bistro 
serving alcoholic liquors inside the Whole Foods Grocery Store currently under 
construction.  

      Motion by Mr. Boyle 
Seconded by Mr. Williams that the Planning Board recommend approval of 
the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a SLUP to the City 
Commission to permit a Bistro License for Whole Foods at 2100 E. Maple 
Rd. with the following conditions: 
1) The applicant will be required to enter into a contract with the City
outlining the nature of the bistro operation; 
2) Comply with the requirements of City departments;  and
3) The applicant must provide appropriate restroom facilities to be
submitted to staff in the Planning Dept. and approved. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2017 
City Commission Room 

151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Planning Board held on February 22, 
2017.  Chairman Scott Clein convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

Present: Vice Chairperson Gillian Lazar; Board Members Robin Boyle, Stuart Jeffares, Bert 
Koseck, Janelle Whipple-Boyce, Bryan Williams; Alternate Board Member Daniel 
Share 

Absent: Chairman Scott Clein; Alternate Board Member Lisa Prasad 

Administration:  Matt Baka, Sr. Planner 
Jana Ecker, Planning Director  
Carole Salutes, Recording Secretary 

02-33-17 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING OF 
FEBRUARY 8, 2017 

Motion by Mr. Williams 
Seconded by Mr. Koseck to approve the Planning Board Minutes of February 8, 2017 
as presented. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Williams, Koseck, Boyle, Jeffares, Whipple-Boyce 
Abstain:  Lazar, Share 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 

02-34-17 

CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS (none) 

02-35-17 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

Ms. Ecker noted that Whole Foods will be applying for a Bistro License rather than an Economic 
Development License. 
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02-36-17 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ("SLUP") 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. 325 S. Old Woodward Ave.
Adachi Bistro (Peabody Mansion)
Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new Asian Fusion
Bistro serving alcoholic liquors.

Mr. Baka advised that the subject site is located at 325 S. Old Woodward Ave., at the corner of 
Brown and S. Old Woodward. The parcel is zoned B-2, Business-Residential and D-3 in the 
Downtown Overlay District. The applicant is proposing to open a new restaurant by the name of 
"Adachi,” and is seeking approval of a Bistro License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the 
City Code. The subject property is a designated historic building known as the Ford-Peabody 
Mansion. Adachi was approved for exterior changes by the Historic District Commission ("HDC") 
on February 15, 2017. Chapter 10 requires that the applicant obtain a SLUP and approval from 
the City Commission to operate an establishment with a Bistro License within the City of 
Birmingham in order to sell alcoholic liquors. Adachi will be required to obtain a 
recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and SLUP, and then obtain 
approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan, SLUP, and for the operation of a 
Bistro License.  

Adachi is proposing to have 65 interior seats, 10 of which will be located at a bar.  No direct 
connect bar permit will be permitted from the license if it is approved. Alcohol may only be 
served to seated patrons and those standing in the bar area.  

Adachi provides an extensive menu of Eastern Asian and Southeast Asian regional cuisine.  
Many of the menu items are not offered anywhere else within the City of Birmingham. 

The applicant is proposing to construct a 6 ft. masonry enclosure with metal gates in the rear of 
the restaurant near Brown St. that will contain three AC units and two trash containers. The 
Birmingham Zoning Ordinance requires wooden gates. Accordingly, the applicant is 
required to provide wooden gates on the dumpster enclosure or obtain a variance 
from the Board of Zoning Appeals ("BZA"). 

Due to the residential design of the building, it does not provide the required 70% glazing along 
the front facade.  Altering the facades of this designated historic structure would violate the 
Secretary of Interior Standards for historic rehabilitation and therefore could not be approved 
by the HDC.  However, the City Attorney has determined that the applicant is still required to 
apply to the BZA for a variance from the glazing requirement.  Accordingly, the applicant is 
required to obtain a variance from the BZA in lieu of providing the required 70% 
glazing. 

Design Review 
Adachi has proposed to have outdoor dining for 70 patrons on private property in the front 
open space of the building. The outdoor dining area will be enclosed with a landscaping hedge 
that will extend around the perimeter of the property.  
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The applicant was approved at the HDC meeting held on February 15, 2017 to make alterations 
to the designated historic building in the CBD Historic District. The applicant was approved to 
convert five existing windows into doors, construct the trash enclosure at the rear of the 
restaurant, and to build two new staircases/ramps on the north and south elevations. The 
staircase and ramp on the north elevation will replace the existing structure. Both of the 
staircases will be constructed with modern materials and design in order to differentiate the 
new construction from the historic materials in accordance with "The Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation" standard number 9. 

Signage 
The applicant has submitted plans indicating one small sign at the front property line next to 
the walkway that must receive administrative approval by the Planning Dept. 

Illumination 
No new lighting is currently proposed for this project. 

Ms. Ecker explained the City Commission did the pre-screening of bistro applications in October. 
They selected three to move forward, even though only two can be approved for year 2017.  All 
three applications will go to the City Commission after review by the Planning Board.  The 
Planning Board has the choice of reviewing the applications and sending them back to the City 
Commission, or prioritizing them first. The City Commission will make the ultimate decision on 
which, if any, to approve. 

Mr. Christopher Longe, the architect, was present with Mr. Ken Koza, the restaurateur, and Mr. 
Michael Dul, the landscape architect.  Mr. Longe said there will be landscape lighting along with 
other lighting.  Any lighting will need Planning approval.  He described how both the north and 
south sides of the patio will be serviced.  The building is three stories and the intent is for office 
to occupy the second and third floors.  They are keeping the openings where they are, and 
simply changing some windows into doors for access.  There is no designated area for loading 
and unloading but there is no parking in front of the building so there is adequate area for a 
truck to pull in. 

There were no comments from members of the public at 8:05 p.m. 

Ms. Ecker advised that the City has updated the contract that bistro applicants must execute.  
Three new sections have been amended that have to do with the following:   no modifications 
to seating, layout, name change, or outdoor dining enclosures are permitted unless approved 
by the City Commission through a SLUP amendment; the restriction of outdoor dining to  
seasonal use from April 1st through November 15th only with a valid Outdoor Dining Permit; 
and a duty of continuing compliance with off-street parking as required in the Zoning 
Ordinance, as well as the responsibility to resolve future parking issues that may arise. 

Mr. Baka discussed streetscape requirements that may need to be upgraded.  The board then 
determined that two pedestrian scale lights would be needed on the south side of Brown.  Bike 
racks will be added according to a schedule that the Engineering Dept. has. 

Motion by Mr. Boyle 
Seconded by Mr. Williams  to recommend approval the applicant’s request for Final 
Site Plan and a SLUP to permit a Bistro License for Adachi at 325 S. Old Woodward 
Ave. with the following conditions:  
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1) The applicant provide a trash receptacle within the outdoor dining area as
required by the Zoning Ordinance;  
2) The applicant must provide specifications on the materials for the new staircases
and doors;  
3) The applicant must provide wooden gates on the dumpster enclosure or obtain a
variance from the BZA;  
4) The applicant submit details of outdoor lighting for the Bistro for review and
approval by the Planning Staff; 
5) The applicant provide sidewalk lighting (two standard lamps in accordance with
the current Downtown design) plus an appropriate bike rack on the adjacent plaza, 
for review and approval by Planning Staff; 
6) The applicant is required to obtain a variance from the BZA in lieu of providing
the required 70% glazing; 
7) The applicant will be required to have the final sign design administratively
approved by the Planning Department;  and  
8) The applicant complies with the requests of all City Departments.

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Boyle, Williams, Jeffares, Koseck, Lazar, Share, Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 

02-37-17 

2. 2159 E. Lincoln
Lincoln Yard (Vacant, former BPS bus garage)
Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new  American
Style bistro serving alcoholic liquors.

Motion by Mr. Williams 
Seconded by Mr. Koseck to receive and file four documents that have been received: 
1) e-mail from Jerry J. Yaldoo, 1997 Haines dated Saturday February 18th;
2) e-mail from Larry Bertollini dated Monday, February 20th;
3) e-mail from Jennifer Wheeler dated Wednesday, February 22nd;  and
4) letter from the City of Birmingham Building Dept. dated February 22nd.

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Williams, Koseck, Boyle, Jeffares, Whipple-Boyce, Lazar, Share 
Abstain: None  
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 

Ms. Ecker advised the subject site is located at 2159 E. Lincoln St., between S. Eton and 
Commerce. The parcel is the former Birmingham Public Schools bus garage repair center and is 
zoned MX. The applicant is seeking approval to renovate the existing building and add a small 
addition to the existing one-story building to house a new restaurant named Lincoln Yard. A 
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small area of the building will be used for a future independent restaurant, which is not the 
subject of this application.  

At this time the applicant is seeking approval of a bistro license under Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, of the City Code to allow the service of alcoholic beverages in the proposed bistro. 
Chapter 10 requires that the applicant obtain a SLUP and approval from the City Commission to 
operate an establishment with a Bistro License within the City of Birmingham. Accordingly, the 
applicant is required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan 
and SLUP, and then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan, SLUP, and 
for the operation of a Bistro License.  

Lincoln Yard is proposing a full menu of comfort-food items, as well as vegetarian and gluten-
free options with a focus on light, clean eating with a variety of locally sourced, seasonal 
specials. While Lincoln Yard will clearly provide a unique dining experience, the type of cuisine 
offered is currently represented in the City.  

Lincoln Yard is proposing 10 seats at a bar located on the first floor at the west side of the 
dining room. No direct connect additional bar permit will be permitted from this license if 
approved. Alcohol may only be served to seated patrons and those standing in the bar area. 
The applicant has provided a 257.5 sq. ft. designated bar area. 

Lincoln Yard is proposing to have 55 seats in the restaurant.  They have proposed a glazing 
percentage of 71.5% for the street facing the building facade, thus meeting the required 70% 
minimum. 

As required, Lincoln Yard is proposing outdoor dining along E. Lincoln, as well as in the rear of 
the building and on the roof. A total of 132 outdoor dining seats is proposed, of which 64 will 
be at ground level, and 68 are planned for the rooftop. A portion of the rooftop outdoor dining 
seats is partially covered by shipping containers made out of corrugated steel. The rooftop 
seating area has a steel guard rail system proposed around the perimeter that is not enclosed 
by the shipping containers, and planters are proposed along the south side. 

The photometric plan provided does not specify illumination levels for the entire parking lot.  In 
addition, the levels that are shown exceed the 20:1 max min ratio.  Thus, the applicant will 
be required to meet all lighting requirements, or obtain a variance from the BZA. 

The bistro requires 59 parking spaces.  There are 56 on-site and they are seeking approval of 9 
along the right-of-way. 

Design Review 
The applicant is proposing to update the entire property, to completely renovate the existing 
building by adding a small addition of 292 sq. ft. on the west side of the building, and open up 
the building to light by adding new openings and windows throughout. The entire building is 
proposed to be painted ivory with pre-finished metal coping in bronze added along the roofline, 
and extensive pedestrian scale architectural details. The applicant is proposing to add three new 
20 ft. wide overhead garage doors with clear vision glass along the front (south) elevation. Each 
of these doors will be operable and can be opened in good weather. Two new steel channel 
awnings are proposed above the new doors. 

On the east elevation facing the parking lot, the applicant is proposing three new divided light 
windows to replace the existing overhead panel garage doors. Also visible on the east elevation 
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will be a new steel egress stair on the rear of the building, rooftop mechanical screening panels 
and a wood pergola to be mounted on the rear of the building.  

On the rear (north) elevation of the building, the applicant is proposing to infill several existing 
windows and doors, and add three new single glass doors to provide access to the rear at grade 
outdoor dining area.  A new steel egress/service stair structure is proposed to provide 
secondary roof access. Two wood pergolas are also proposed to be mounted on the rear 
elevation to provide shade to the rear, at grade outdoor dining areas.  

On the west elevation facing Armstrong White at 2125 E. Lincoln, the applicant is proposing to 
remove the existing covered porch structure and a door, and to construct a small addition with 
three new windows. 

Signage 
The applicant is permitted to have a total of 102 sq. ft. of signage for the entire building. At this 
time, a rendering of proposed signage above the front entrance to Lincoln Yard is shown, but 
no dimensions or material specifications have been proposed and the applicant will be required 
to obtain administrative approval for all signage prior to fabrication and installation.  

Mr. Williams observed that two of the e-mails deal with parking.  At the last meeting it was 
determined that parking in the entire Rail District is sufficient.  The e-mails also talk about 
traffic in the area.  In his view, the traffic in the area needs to be slowed down on S. Eton, 
particularly between Lincoln and Maple Rd.  Further, stop signs are needed so pedestrians can 
get across Eton. In his e-mail Mr. Bertollini addresses the issue of the parking requirement 
when there is outdoor dining.  This is a topic that needs to be considered in the future Master 
Plan.  Ms. Ecker confirmed that if there are parking concerns and spillovers into the 
neighborhood and they come up, the City Commission can require that they be dealt with, or 
the SLUP can be revoked under the revised contract terms.  

Mr. Boyle suggested that traffic along Lincoln could be slowed down by having striped parking 
on both sides. Immediately across the street from Lincoln Yard is a huge parking facility that is 
only used to its capacity during limited sporting activities.  Most of the time there would be 
additional parking opportunities there.  Further, the office parking on the adjacent lot will empty 
out at night and shared parking can occur.  Lastly, Mr. Boyle questioned where people who are 
waiting to be seated will be accommodated. 

Mr. Share wondered whether the use of a shared parking arrangement could be conditioned 
upon breaking up the lot with landscaping.   

Ms. Whipple-Boyce observed that the majority of the dining activity in this plan occurs behind 
the building or on the roof rather than along the street.  However, the whole point of the Bistro 
License is to encourage activation of the streetscape. 

Mr. Curt Catallo from Union Joints, the applicant, came forward.  Also present were Mr. Eric 
Lyons, Managing Partner; Mr. Chuck White and Ms. Catherine Abhoud from Armstrong White; 
and Mr. Jeff Klatt from Krieger Klatt Architects.  Mr. Catallo explained they have a close 
relationship with the owners of Armstrong White who own the property. He noted they are 
always looking for a building that only served one purpose.  They feel this project would allow 
them to bring something to an area that is already vibrant and changing.  The shipping 
containers are not only right at home in the bus garage, but they are right at home in the Rail 
District with its industrial back bone that they want to celebrate.   
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They propose an interesting combination of three different outdoor settings within one.  The 
interior plans for the bistro show it to be as honest as the food they serve.  He believes this 
building fits into the vision of the Rail District Master Plan.   

Mr. Koseck spoke to say he thinks there are some fundamental site plan design flaws such that 
he could never support the plan today even though he likes the project.  In response to Mr. 
Koseck, Ms. Ecker explained there is not a hard and fast deadline for the bistros to go back to 
the City Commission.  There would still be enough time if this were postponed to get a decision 
by the Planning Board prior to a hearing before the City Commission. 

Mr. Koseck went on to describe the project as an island surrounded by a sea of parking.  There 
are fundamental things that can be done to improve the site to make it into what his view is of 
a bistro and how it works within the City.  Mr. Catallo explained the section that is not included 
in the SLUP application will be a tenant within the building that will be called "Little Yard." It is 
meant to accommodate takeout food, "grab and go." He said the cyclone fence at the west 
property line between them and Armstrong White will go away so they can share parking. 

Mr. Koseck indicated that painted stripes on a driveway is not a great design to integrate the 
building with pedestrian sidewalks.  He suggested that he could take the 3 ft. that is not 
required by Code out of each of the 23 ft. parking aisles.  Then move the green belt on the east 
side of the parking lot and place it up against the building so it can become a sidewalk or 
landscaping.  With the current design patrons inside looking out only see asphalt, driveway and 
cars, as opposed to landscaping.  He would like to see the site read like a peninsula that 
engages with the street rather than an island. 

Mr. Koseck made additional suggestions: 
 Move the dumpster to the back of the building and provide some additional parking and

eliminate some of the parking in front of the building to have the pedestrian entryway
extend out and engage with the street;

 Place the energy of the building towards the front by removing dining from the rear
north side so that patrons can see, be seen and engage with the street.

 He was concerned that more than a third of the building's facade is in the future tenant
space, not in the bistro;

 Create a mirror image of the plan. Shift the entrance drive to the west so that people
come in through the curb cut and have to go east.  They would exit where they enter.

Mr. Boyle said that to him this is an industrial area and the site should be left hard to reflect 
that and not have trees and bits of green.  

Discussion concluded that the fence between the two parking lots must come down because 
otherwise there would be a traffic flow problem there.  Either a shared parking arrangement 
and/or an easement would need to be executed and recorded at the time they seek approval. 

Ms. Whipple-Boyce noted the Bistro Ordinance is designed specifically to activate the streets 
Downtown.  Now that the board is seeing projects in the MX District, she thinks maybe they 
should have tweaked the ordinance to be a little less restrictive in the MX.  She is supportive of 
the 150 outdoor dining seats and not worried about the parking and changing the green area. 
However, she does think it is important to engage the street and that is lacking in this design. 
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She would like to see the tables in back come up to the front.  Mr. Catallo advised they would 
not do this project if they thought it would create a parking problem. 

Vice Chairperson Lazar opened discussion from the public at 9:47 p.m. 

Ms. Catherine Abhoud said they absolutely will take down the cyclone fence.  They will have an 
open parking and access arrangement.  Mr. Williams reiterated that needs to be documented.   

Street lighting inconsistencies in the Rail District were discussed and Ms. Ecker said that DTE is 
trying to select a new manufacturer that will not be so bright and will match the existing 
lighting at Armstrong White, which is the approved standard. 

Motion by Mr. Share 
Seconded by Mr. Koseck that the Planning Board postpone to March 8, 2017 the 
applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a SLUP to permit a Bistro License for 
Lincoln Yard at 2159 E. Lincoln. 

Mr. Boyle explained the postponement will allow time for the applicant to come to the City with 
an appropriate document that states what they will do.  It will also give the architect and the 
prospective tenant the opportunity to consider whether they might want to propose changes to 
the site plan.   

There were no further comments from the public at 9:48 p.m. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Share, Koseck, Boyle, Jeffares, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce, Williams 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 

At this time the board took a short recess. 

02-38-17 

3. 2100 E. Maple Rd.
Whole Foods (inside the Whole Foods building)
Request for a SLUP and Final Site Plan Review to allow the operation of a new bistro
serving alcoholic liquors inside the Whole Foods Grocery Store currently  under
construction.

Ms. Ecker explained the applicant went before the City Commission last Monday evening with 
the recommendations from the Planning Board that the City Commission  either clarify the 
boundaries of the Rail District and include Whole Foods and allow bistros in B-2 if they are in 
the Rail District; or approve an amendment to the Economic Development Map to include this 
site to allow an Economic Development License and to allow Economic Development Licenses in 
B-2.  The City Commission decided to go with the Rail District option and concluded this 
property is not qualified for an Economic Development License. 

Ms. Ecker advised the subject site is a 4.95 acre site that is zoned B-2. The applicant, Whole 
Foods, is seeking approval of a Bistro License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the City 
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Code. Chapter 10 requires that the applicant obtain a SLUP and approval from the City 
Commission to operate an establishment with a Bistro License within the City of Birmingham. 
Accordingly, the applicant is required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on 
the Final Site Plan and SLUP, and then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final 
Site Plan, SLUP, and for the operation of a Bistro License. As part of the previously approved 
grocery store, the applicant is now proposing a small bistro which will serve customers and 
provide indoor and outdoor seating. This will be located in the northeast portion of the building.  

The proposal is to serve healthy American food. 

Whole Foods is proposing 28 seats in the main dining room and eight seats at a bar towards 
the west side of the dining room. No direct connect additional bar permit will be permitted from 
this license if approved. Alcohol may only be served to seated patrons and those standing in the 
bar area. The applicant has provided a 257 sq. ft. designated bar area, which includes the eight 
seats.  

Whole Foods is proposing to have six seats in the restaurant dining space lining E. Maple Rd. 
The applicant has not provided glazing calculations for the front wall of the bistro. A minimum 
of 70% glazing is required between 1 ft. and 8 ft. in height, or the applicant will be 
required to obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

Whole Foods is proposing 33 outdoor dining seats. All of the seats will be on a raised patio, 
located on the E. Maple Rd. frontage of the building.  

They are only required to have 162 parking spaces and they have 237. 

The north elevation is framed at each corner with Ceramic tile “wood-look” siding. The base of 
the building is cast stone except in three instances where windows extend to the bottom of the 
building. The remaining building face is composed of brick and clear glass windows. The east 
entrance is framed with two columns covered in metal with a green and white “Whole Foods 
Market” sign centered above the entrance. The entrance is surrounded by a patio that extends 
towards E. Maple Rd. and the east parking lot.  

The patio is shaded with a projecting metal canopy, and contains guard rails along its cast 
stone retaining wall base. The bistro is proposed to be just west of the large Whole Foods entry 
doors.  

Outdoor seating is proposed along the north side of the building, along (but not on) an existing 
City sidewalk. The outdoor cafe area is proposed on a raised patio enclosed with a railing 
adjacent to the northern building facade. 

The applicant must provide a trash receptacle within the outdoor dining area along 
E. Maple Rd. or obtain a variance from the BZA. 

Ms. Kelly Allen was present on behalf of Whole Foods.  She introduced Mr. Scott Salsbury, 
Executive Director of Store Development from their Chicago office; and Mr. Mark Sherrer, BRR 
Architecture.  She stated this will be the Whole Foods Birmingham Bistro and it is a destination.   

Mr. Sherrer talked about how they are able to meet the 70% glazing requirement by shifting 
the bistro wall.  They just found out that two bathrooms rather than one are needed and they 
will have to work on that. 
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Mr. Salsbury said these bistros are a key design in their new stores and they are retrofitting 
their older stores with them.  This is a great location and they would love to have a bistro at 
this store.  There will be a fixed menu and the plan is to have wait service inside and outside 
for dinner.   

Mr. Williams said he will not be present at the next meeting.  Therefore, he offered the 
comment that he doesn't understand why the Economic Development License wasn't granted 
by the City Commission. His view is that they sent three bistros to this board and this board 
should send the three bistros back to them without prioritizing, since they created the problem.   

There were no comments from the public at 10:30 p.m. 

Motion by Mr. Boyle 
Seconded by Mr. Williams that the Planning Board recommend approval of the 
applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a SLUP to the City Commission to permit a 
Bistro License for Whole Foods at 2100 E. Maple Rd. with the following conditions: 
1) The applicant will be required to enter into a contract with the City outlining the
nature of the bistro operation; 
2) Comply with the requirements of City departments;  and
3) The applicant must provide appropriate restroom facilities to be submitted  to
staff in the Planning Dept. and approved. 

No one from the audience wished to discuss the motion at 10:33 p.m. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Boyle, Williams, Jeffares, Koseck, Lazar, Share, Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 

02-39-17 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (none) 

02-40-17 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications

b. Administrative Approval Correspondence

c. Draft Agenda for the Regular Planning Board Meeting on March 8, 2017

 Lincoln Yard Final Site Plan and SLUP;
 Grace Baptist Church SLUP amendment and Final Site Plan for monument sign;
 602 Riverside Dr. Final Site Plan Review;
 Bloomfield Ct. accessory structure on multi-family property;
 927 Purdy Historic Designation.
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d. Other Business (none)

02-41-17 

PLANNING DIVISION ACTION ITEMS 

a. Staff report on previous requests (none)

b. Additional items from tonight’s meeting (none)

02-42-17 

ADJOURNMENT  

No further business being evident, the Vice-Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 10:35 p.m. 

Jana Ecker 
Planning Director 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
APRIL 24, 2017 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Mark Nickita called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

II. ROLL CALL
 ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Nickita 

Mayor Pro Tem Harris 
Commissioner Bordman 
Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese  
Commissioner Hoff (arrived at 8:13 PM) 
Commissioner Sherman 

Absent, None 

Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, City Clerk Brown, Police Chief 
Clemence, City Planner Ecker, Building Official Johnson, City Engineer O’Meara, DPS Director 
Wood, DPS Manager Aaron Filipski, Senior Planner Matthew Baka 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS,
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Mayor Nickita announced 
• The next session of the Citizens Academy program begins April 25th.  There are a few

spots still available for interested residents.  For more information on the program and 
how to register, contact Joellen Haines in the City Manager’s Office at 248-530-1807. 

• The spring Used Book Sale, sponsored by the Friends of Baldwin Public Library, will be
held Friday, May 5th through Monday May 8th at the Library.  For more information, 
contact Baldwin Library at 248-647-1700 or visit www.baldwinlib.org.   

• The Farmer’s Market begins Sunday, May 7th from 9:00 AM to 2 PM, in Municipal Parking
Lot #6 on N. Old Woodward.  For more information, visit www.enjoybirmingham.com.  

04-104-17 APPOINTMENTS TO STORM WATER UTILITY APPEALS BOARD 
Robert Lavoie and Laura Keener were present and were interviewed by the Commission. 

Mr. Lavoie stated he is a resident, a licensed engineer with 40 years of experience in civil 
engineering, and is recently retired.  

Ms. Keener explained she is a resident, a licensed engineer, and recently retired after working 
for more than 30 years as a civil engineer. 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Bordman: 
To appoint Laura Keener to the Storm Water Utility Appeals Board as Regular Licensed Engineer 
to serve a three-year term to expire January 31, 2020. 

http://www.baldwinlib.org/
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MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros: 
To appoint Robert Lavoie to the Storm Water Utility Appeals Board to serve a three-year term to 
expire January 31, 2020. 
 
Vote on Laura Keener 
VOTE:  Yeas,    6 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, 1 (Hoff)  
 
Vote on Robert Lavoie 
VOTE:  Yeas,    6 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, 1 (Hoff)  
 
The City Clerk administered the oath to the appointed Board members.   
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

04-105-17  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda: 

● Commissioner Bordman – Item A (Approval of Commission Minutes) 
 
MOTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Harris, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To approve the Consent Agenda, with item A removed. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner Bordman 
     Commissioner Boutros 
     Commissioner DeWeese 
     Mayor Pro Tem Harris  
     Mayor Nikita 
     Commissioner Sherman 
   Nays,   None 

Absent, Commissioner Hoff 
 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments of April 12, 
 2017, in the amount of $520,628.04. 
C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of April 19, 
 2017, in the amount of $557,248.92. 
D. Resolution directing the Treasurer to transfer unpaid and delinquent special assessment 
 and invoices, including interest and penalty, to the 2017 City tax roll and authorizing 
 removal from the list any bills paid after City Commission approval. 
E. Resolution directing the Treasurer to transfer unpaid and delinquent water/sewage bills 
 of subject properties to the 2017 city tax roll and authorizing removal from the list any 
 bills paid or a payment plan agreement signed after City Commission approval. 
F. Resolution approving the service agreement with Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. for 
 electrical engineering consultation services related to a generator replacement project at 
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 the Department of Public Services facility in the amount not to exceed $9,977 from the 
 Auto Equipment Fund, Equipment Maintenance account #641-441.006-933.0200. 
 Further, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement upon receipt of all   
 required insurances. 
G. Resolution approving the purchase of one (1) new Tomcat-series refuse compactor 
 body, and one (1) 2017 Isuzu NRR chassis from Bell Equipment Company through the 
 H-GAC extendable purchasing contract #RH08-17, not to exceed $124,406.00 from 
 account #641- 441.006.971.0100. 
H.  Resolution authorizing the IT department to purchase the Nutanix server environment 
 from CDWG using National IPA Contract #130733, for a purchase price not to exceed 
 $100,989.00 from the Network Upgrade account number 636-228.000-973.0400, and 
 further; approving the appropriation and amendment to the 2016-2017 Computer 
 Equipment Fund and General Fund budgets as follows: 
 General Fund 
  Revenues: 
  Draw from Fund Balance   101-000.000-400.0000  $35,000 
  Expenditures: 
  Computer Equipment Rental   101-371.000-922.0000  $35,000 
 Computer Equipment Fund 
  Revenues: 
  Draw from Net Position   636-000.000-400.0000  $54,500 
  Lease Payments    636-000.000-667.0000  $35,000 
 Total Revenues         $89,500 
 Expenses: 
  Network Upgrade    636-228.000-973.0400  $89,500 
I. Resolution accepting Mr. James Partridge's resignation from the Building Board of 
 Trades Appeals, thanking him for his service, and directing the Clerk to begin the 
 process to fill the vacancy. 
J. Resolution approving the Software License Agreement with Hart InterCivic, Inc. which 
 sets forth the terms and conditions pursuant to which City of Birmingham may procure 
 or license from Hart software for use in connection with the Verity voting system, and 
 further authorizing the City Clerk to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
K. Resolution awarding the “Water Utility Customer Portal” project to AmCoBi, of Colorado 
 Springs, CO for a total expenditure of $53,200.00 over three (3) years, and authorizing 
 the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contract on behalf of the City upon receipt of all 
 required insurances. Funds for this project are available from the Water Supply Fund, 
 account #591-537.001-811.0000. 
L. Resolution awarding the 2017 Concrete Sidewalk Repair Program, Contract #3-17(SW) 
 to Italia Construction, Inc., in the amount of $812,656.00, to be charged to the various 
 accounts as detailed in the report; and further to approve the appropriations and budget 
 amendments to the 2016-2017 budget as follows: 
 Local Street Fund 
 Revenues: 
  Draw from Fund Balance  203-000.000-400.0000   $57,542 
 Total Revenue Adjustments        $57,542 
 Expenditures: 
  Contract Maintenance  203-449.003-937.0400   $43,130 
  Webster/Worth Grant   203-449.001-985.7500   $14,412 
 Total Expenditure Adjustments       $57,542 
 Water Fund 
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 Revenues: 
  Draw from net position  591-000.000-400.0000   $35,000 
 Total Revenue Adjustments        $35,000 
 Expenditures: 
  Other Contractual Services  591-537.005-811.0000   $35,000 
 Total Expenditure Adjustments       $35,000 
M. Resolution setting Monday, May 22, 2017 at 7:30 PM for a Public Hearing to consider 

approval of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Amendment for The 
Townsend Hotel at 100 Townsend Street to allow the addition of a new limited partner 
to THC Investors Limited Partnership, DBA The Townsend Hotel. 

 
The Commission agreed to discuss the removed items at this time. 
 
04-106-17   APPROVAL OF CITY COMMISSION MINUTES OF APRIL 13, 2017 
Commissioner Bordman asked that her comments on Page 4 regarding the purchase of 
larvacide include, “to eliminate the ability of mosquitos to lay eggs or for the eggs to hatch”, 
corrected the spelling of Temple Beth El on Page 8, and corrected the spelling of her name on 
Page 13. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese explained he would abstain from the vote because he was absent from 
the meeting of April 13, 2017. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Bordman, second by Commissioner Boutros:  
To approve the City Commission minutes of April 13, 2017 as corrected. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas,    5 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, 1 (Hoff) 

Abstain,1 (DeWeese) 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
04-107-17  SPECIAL EVENT – YOGA IN THE PARK 
Don Peasley, member of the Board of Directors of the Michigan Chapter of the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America summarized the organization’s application for the event. Mr. Peasley 
noted the addition of Henry Ford Health as a partner, and explained Henry Ford will be 
supplying a van or table for medical equipment in order provide medical assistance if needed. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To approve a request submitted by the Michigan Chapter of the Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America requesting permission to hold Yoga in the Park, on Saturday, June 17, 2017, 
contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees 
and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
administrative staff at the time of the event. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas,    6 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, 1 (Hoff) 
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04-108-17      SLUP AMENDMENT AND FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW AT 280 E. 

LINCOLN – GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Mayor Nickita opened the public hearing at 7:45 PM. 
 
Senior Planner Matt Baka presented the request from Grace Baptist Church for a Special Land 
Use Permit amendment and Final Site Plan to allow installation of an illuminated ground sign, 
noting: 

• On March 8, 2017, the Planning Board conducted a public hearing to discuss a request 
by the applicant to amend their existing Special Land Use Permit to install a new 
illuminated ground sign in the front open space of the Church. 

• Grace Baptist Church was granted a Special Land Use Permit on June 15, 1987, which 
was amended in 2009 to include a surface parking lot. 

• The Planning Board reviewed the proposed sign and voted to recommend approval with 
the following conditions: 
1. The overall size of the sign is 4 ft. x 5 ft., creating 20 sq. ft.; 
2. The faux brick base of the sign at 1 ft. 6 in. above grade will be changed to true 

brick with the material to be administratively approved. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese commented the requirement for real brick is consistent with decisions 
on similar projects. 
 
Mayor Nickita closed the public hearing at 7:47 PM. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan Review for 280 E. 
Lincoln, Grace Baptist Church to allow for the installation of an illuminated ground sign. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas,    6 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, 1 (Hoff) 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS TO CONSIDER THE BISTRO APPLICATIONS FOR 2017: 
04-109-17      PUBLIC HEARING - FINAL SITE PLAN AND SPECIAL LAND USE 

PERMIT FOR 2159 E. LINCOLN - LINCOLN YARD BISTRO 
 
Mayor Nickita opened the public hearing at 7:48 PM. 
 
City Planner Ecker announced Lincoln Yard Bistro has withdrawn their application. 
 
Curt Catallo, Owner/President of Union Joints, explained Union Joints has decided the scope of 
their vision for Lincoln Yard exceeds the parameters and specific purpose of a bistro license. 
The venue, based on the size of investment necessary to turn it into a viable restaurant true to 
the vision of the Union Joint family, is better suited for a Class C liquor license. Mr. Catallo 
expressed continued interest in bringing the project to Birmingham.  
 
The owner of Emerald Spirits expressed support for a restaurant at the subject location. 
 
Mayor Nickita closed the public hearing at 7:57 PM. 
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04-110-17      PUBLIC HEARING - FINAL SITE PLAN AND SPECIAL LAND USE 
PERMIT FOR 325 S. OLD WOODWARD - ADACHI BISTRO 

Mayor Nickita opened the public hearing at 7:57 PM. 
 
Senior Planner Baka presented the request from Adachi Restaurant Group, LLC for a  Special 
Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan to allow the operation of a new bistro on a 0.3 acre site 
located at 325 S. Old Woodward, also known as the Ford-Peabody Mansion, a designated 
historic structure within the City of Birmingham, noting the following: 

• The parcel is zoned B2; 
• The applicant is seeking approval of a Bistro License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic 

Liquors, of the City Code which requires that the applicant obtain a Special Land Use 
Permit and approval from the City Commission to operate an establishment with a Bistro 
License within the City of Birmingham; and 

• The applicant is proposing to convert the first floor of the Ford-Peabody Mansion into a 
bistro which will serve customers and provide indoor and outdoor seating. 

 
Senior Planner Baka reported the applicant obtained the required recommendation from the 
Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit on February 22, 2017 by 
unanimous vote with the following conditions: 

1. The applicant provide a trash receptacle within the outdoor dining area as required by 
the Zoning Ordinance; 

2. The applicant must provide specifications on the materials for the new staircases and 
doors;  

3. The applicant must provide wooden gates on the dumpster enclosure or obtain a 
variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals; 

4. The applicant submit details of outdoor lighting for the bistro for review and approval by 
the Planning Staff; 

5. The applicant provide sidewalk lighting (two standard lamps in accordance with the 
current Downtown design) plus an appropriate bike rack on the adjacent plaza, for 
review and approval by Planning Staff; 

6. The applicant is required to obtain a variance from the BZA in lieu of providing the 
required 70% glazing; 

7. The applicant will be required to have the final sign design administratively approved by 
the Planning Department; and 

8. The applicant complies with the requests of all City Departments. 
 
Senior Planner Baka stated on April 18th, 2017, the Board of Zoning Appeals granted the 
applicant’s request for a variance in lieu of providing the required 70% glazing. 
 
Senior Planner Baka reported the property is a designated historic structure, requiring the 
applicant to obtain approval from the Historic District Commission for any changes to the 
exterior of the building. He noted the Historic District Commission, on February 15, 2017, voted 
to approve the proposal with the following condition; 

1. The northern metal will be powder coated zinc color and that the new doors will be zinc 
color as well. 
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Commissioner Bordman questioned the proposal to convert the front porch windows to doors. 
Senior Planner Baka explained pictorial evidence shows the windows were not original to the 
house and that the front porch was changed at an undisclosed point in time. 
  
Senior Planner Baka, in response to a question from Commissioner Hoff, explained the second 
story of the structure will not be used as part of the restaurant, but will be utilized by separate 
tenants with separate leases. Mr. Chris Longe, the architect, explained the elevator servicing 
the upper floor is located in a rear office area which has no access into restaurant. 
 
Mr. Longe spoke about plans to activate the front yard green space for outdoor bistro seating 
and the opportunity a bistro in the proposed location offers for attracting patronage south of 
the central business district. Mr. Longe noted the total restaurant will comprise 2600 square 
feet of space, with 1600 square feet dedicated to the seating areas for 65 people. He clarified 
for Commissioner Hoff that the five-top table shown on the porch in the plan drawing is 
included in the total of 70 outdoor seats, and confirmed the porch will not be enclosed. 
 
Kenny Koza, owner, indicated that in the first year of operation the bistro would be open only 
for dinner and weekend brunch, and that in year two consideration will be given to opening for 
lunch. Mr. Koza stated he hopes to open by the end of year, and confirmed the chef is a partner 
in the venture. He verified the fire pit has been eliminated from the plans. 
 
Mayor Nickita closed the public hearing at 8:28 PM 
 
Commissioner DeWeese received confirmation that a motion by the Commission to award a 
bistro license would automatically include the conditions imposed by the Planning Board and the 
Historic District Commission.  
 
04-111-17      RESOLUTION AWARDING BISTRO LICENSE FOR 2017 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Harris: 
To award a Bistro License to Adachi Bistro for 2017, and to approve the Special Land Use 
Permit and Contract, subject to any necessary contracts being executed by the Applicant and 
City. 
 
Mayor Nickita clarified the SLUP limits operation of the outdoor dining areas to April 1st – 
November 15th. 
  
VOTE:  Yeas,    7 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, None  
 
04-112-17      PUBLIC HEARING - FINAL SITE PLAN AND SPECIAL LAND USE 

PERMIT FOR 2100 E. MAPLE - WHOLE FOODS BISTRO 
Mayor Nickita opened the public hearing at 8:33 PM. 
 
City Planner Ecker presented the request from Whole Foods for a  Special Land Use Permit and 
Final Site Plan to allow the operation of a new bistro on a 4.95 acre site located at 2100 E. 
Maple Rd, noting: 

• The parcel is zoned B2; 
• The applicant is seeking approval of a Bistro License under Chapter 10, Alcoholic 

Liquors, of the City Code, requiring the applicant to obtain a Special Land Use Permit 
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and approval from the City Commission to operate an establishment with a Bistro 
License within the City of Birmingham; and 

• As part of the previously approved grocery store, the applicant is now proposing a small 
bistro which will serve customers and provide indoor and outdoor seating and will be 
located in the northeast portion of the building.    

 
City Planner Ecker reported the applicant obtained the required recommendation from the 
Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit on February 22, 2017 by 
unanimous vote with the following conditions: 

1. The applicant will be required to enter into a contract with the City outlining the nature 
of the bistro operation; 

2. The applicant must comply with the requirements of City departments; and 
3. The applicant must provide appropriate restroom facilities, such plan to be submitted to 

Planning Department staff and approved. 
 
In the course of discussion City Planner Ecker clarified: 

• The hours of operation of the bistro will be 8:00 AM-10:00 PM daily; 
• Applicant proposes 237 parking spaces, which is in excess of the 162 required;  
• Outdoor dining will be on a raised patio area with 33 seats at 11 tables; 
• No part of the operation will be on public property; and 
• Applicant is not proposing any exterior changes or additional exterior signage for the 

bistro. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hoff, City Planner Ecker noted there is a wall 
alongside the bistro at the exterior entrance into store and a partial wall along one side. The 
bistro includes one long table with communal seating for ten, and table service is proposed. 
 
Commissioner Boutros received clarification that the outside seasonal tables facing Maple are 
enclosed by a railing, and that the landscape plan calls for 11 street trees and landscaping 
along the front of the building. 
  
Mr. Scott Salsbury, Executive Director of Store Development, and Michael Bashaw, Midwest 
Regional President, made a PowerPoint presentation showing the evolution of the bistro plan 
from its inception in May, 2015 to the current plan which has been recommended for approval 
by the Planning Board. 
 
Mr. Bashaw explained the bistro will have typical table service in the evenings, but during the 
day customers will order from the bar and food will be delivered to the tables by bar staff. Food 
may be purchased in other parts of the store and brought into the bistro, but signs and store 
security will be used to confine alcohol within the bistro. The bistro will close at the same time 
as the store, and there are currently no Whole Foods stores that remain open past 10:00 PM. 
 
Mr. Bashaw stated Whole Foods doesn’t own the building but has a 20-year lease with two 10-
year options. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Bordman, Mr. Bashaw stated that to his 
knowledge the report in Financial Times that Albertson’s is interested in purchasing Whole 
Foods is speculative, that he is unaware of discussions between Whole Foods and Albertson’s 
holding company, and that there is no current interest in selling Whole Foods.  
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Norm LePage, Big Rock Chophouse, expressed support for the Lincoln Yard proposal and for 
Whole Foods Bistro. He suggested the Commission readdress the zoning requirements for 
bistros, noting the original template has evolved to a model that may allow for enclosed patios 
operating year round. Mayor Nickita indicated the situation is being reviewed. 
 
Mayor Nickita closed the public hearing at 9:02. 
 
04-113-17      RESOLUTION AWARDING BISTRO LICENSE FOR 2017 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To award a Bistro License to Whole Foods Bistro for 2017, and to approve the Special Land Use 
Permit and Contract, subject to any necessary contracts being executed by the Applicant and 
City. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas,    7 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, None  
 
04-114-17      OLD WOODWARD AVE. PAVING PROJECT, CONTRACT #2- 17(P) 

– REJECT BIDS 
City Engineer O’Meara summarized the proposed paving project with a PowerPoint presentation 
highlighting the following points: 
 
Phase I 

 Why is project necessary? 
◦ To address old streetscape and bring into compliance. 

 Addressing ADA issues  
 Removing existing brick sidewalk liability issues 
 Removing the double curb condition 

◦ To upgrade water & sewer systems  
◦ To upgrade 40 year old streetlights with new LED 
◦ To replace 85 year old road substructure 

 Plans were finalized and bid in early Spring in accordance with the project plan. 
 Bids received have exceeded budgeted allocations. 

 
Project Estimates 

 FY 2013-14 - Initial budget created at $1,580,000 for streets, sewer & water  (traffic 
signal not included) 

 FY 2014-15 - Budget adjusted to $1,980,000 for market trends.   
 FY 2016-17 - Budget adjusted to $3,282,000 for market trends and inclusion of 

sidewalks. 
 January 2017- Engineer’s estimate at $4.5 million - $5.4 million based on options. 

 
Bid Responses 

Company Name Option A1 Option A2 Option B 
Pamar Enterprises $6,874,163.80 $7,223,926.30 $8,996,933.80 
FDM Construction $7,984,376.00 $8,101,676.00 $9,536,611.00 

 
Staff Recommendations: 

 To reject bids and postpone the project until Spring, 2018.   
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 To refine project alternates prior to rebidding for a less complicated package and direct 
staff to rebid the project in late 2017. 

 
Project Postponement 

 Existing infrastructure can accommodate the postponement.   
 Allows merchants more time to plan. 
 May have better participation from construction companies. 

 
Commissioner Hoff encouraged Mr. O’Meara to seek state and/or Federal funding for the 
project.  City Engineer O’Meara reported he has applied each year and, based on criteria and 
competition, Birmingham is less likely to be awarded a grant now than ten years ago. 
 
Commissioner Bordman asked how urgent it is to address the aging piping under the Old 
Woodward road bed, some of which is more than 85 years old. City Engineer O’Meara explained 
the pipes are working, are not breaking, and are, therefore, not an imminent concern. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara explained the project would be rebid in October or November. City 
Manager Valentine indicated discussions would be initiated with the Commission to create a 
more specific scope of work for the bid. Staff and Commissioners were optimistic that conditions 
in Fall 2017 would result in more bids being submitted and better economic options for the City. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros, seconded by Commissioner Hoff: 
To reject all bids for the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project, Contract #2- 17(P) and direct staff 
to rebid the project in the Fall of 2017. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas,    7 
  Nays,    None 
  Absent, None  
 
City Manager Valentine stated he will be holding a meeting with affected merchants on 
Thursday morning to discuss the postponement of the project. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese asked that the Celebrate Birmingham Hometown Parade route and any 
other events that were restricted due to possible construction be brought back to the 
Commission for revision. 
 
04-115-17      CLOSED SESSION – ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner Hoff: 
To meet in closed session to discuss an attorney/client privileged communication in accordance 
with Section 8(h) of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner Bordman 
     Commissioner Boutros 
     Commissioner DeWeese 
     Mayor Pro Tem Harris  

Commissioner Hoff 
     Mayor Nickita 
     Commissioner Sherman 
   Nays,   None 
   Absent, None 
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Mayor Nickita announced no action would be taken following the closed session. 
 

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
The items removed were discussed earlier in the meeting.  
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
None. 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
None. 
 

X. REPORTS 
04-116-17  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Commissioner Bordman, referencing a recent dog mauling incident on the trail at Linden Park, 
requested additional enforcement of the City’s leash law, specifically officers patrolling the trail 
once a day by foot and ticketing owners of unleashed dogs. City Manager Valentine outlined 
measures being taken, including additional community wide education on the leash ordinance 
and additional signage on the trails. He reported prosecution is pending in the recent incident. 
Commissioner Hoff commended City Manager Valentine for addressing the situation 
immediately, stated the need to get information in the newspapers, and supported 
Commissioner Bordman’s position on enforcement. Mayor Nickita agreed unleased dogs are a 
problem and encouraged the public to contact the police about unleashed dogs.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Harris, noting uncomfortable situations when walking past a residence and 
encountering a dog charging across the lawn without being sure the residence has an electric 
fence, asked if there is consideration for an ordinance requiring signage to alert pedestrians to 
the presence of an electric fence. 
 
Commissioner Sherman commented that owners who let a dog off leash risk having their pet 
put down if there is an incident. 
 
 04-117-17 CITY STAFF REPORTS - GREAT LAKES WATER AUTHORITY 

SEWER RATES UPDATE 
City Manager Valentine explained the report was submitted to the Commission as part of the 
City’s monitoring of ongoing discussions with regard to significant changes being proposed, 
especially for the Evergreen/Farmington system. He reported the GLWA has not yet adopted 
changes. 
  
The City Commission adjourned to closed session at 9:30 PM. 
 
 

XI. ADJOURN 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 9:48 PM. 
 
J. Cherilynn Brown 
City Clerk 



12/12/2017 City of Birmingham MI Mail - Fwd: Farewell

Cherilynn Mynsberge <cmynsberge@bhamgov.org>

Fwd: Farewell
1 message

Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org> Tue, Dec 12, 2017 at 1:49 PM
To: Cherilynn Brown <cmynsberge@bhamgov.org>

Please post in the next Commission agenda.  

On Mon, Dec 11, 2017 at 9:14 PM, Lex Kuhne <lexkuhne@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear Paul:

Thank you for your kind note! Per your request, this email confirms my resignation, per my
comments at the December 6, 2017 meeting of the APC.

My new home address is Grosse Pointe Park, MI.

I have enjoyed working with you on so many projects! I wish you only the best in the future.

Lex Kuhne

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To accept the resignation of Lex Kuhne from the Advisory Parking Committee, to thank him for his 
service, and to direct the City Clerk to begin the process of filling the vacancy.
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12/12/2017 City of Birmingham MI Mail - Historic District Commission

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=f4778d660e&jsver=gNJGSxrCYso.en.&view=pt&msg=1604c7f7b4fc0a76&search=inbox&siml=1604c7f7b4fc… 1/1

Cherilynn Mynsberge <cmynsberge@bhamgov.org>

Historic District Commission

Adam Charles <mradamcharles@gmail.com> Tue, Dec 12, 2017 at 3:51 PM
To: Cherilynn Mynsberge <cmynsberge@bhamgov.org>

Cherilynn, 

Please consider this email as my official resignation as an alternate member of the HDC. 

Thank you, 

Adam Charles 
[Quoted text hidden]

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To accept the resignation of Adam Charles as an Alternate Member of the Historic District Commission, to 
thank him for his service, and to direct the City Clerk to begin the process of filling the vacancy.
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MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE:         January 2, 2018 

TO:           Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM:          Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and 
Final Site Plan for Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward Ave 

The subject business is located at 210 S. Old Woodward Avenue in the southern portion of The 
Plaza at Birmingham building, just south of Merrill Street. The applicant is the current owner of 
the restaurant on site, The Bird and the Bread, and intends to change the name and concept 
of the current restaurant into Vinotecca, which will have serve wine in conjunction with a 
European food focus. According to Section 6 Article 6.02(A)(5) of the Zoning Ordinance, existing 
and new establishments with alcoholic beverage sales shall obtain a Special Land Use Permit upon 
change in ownership or name of establishment. 

The parcel is Zoned B-4, Business Residential and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District. The 
applicant is proposing new signage and minor remodeling for the interior that includes the 
construction of a stage for low key entertainment. The applicant will be operating with the existing 
Class C liquor license controlled by the property owner which is currently in use by the Bird and the 
Bread. 

The Planning Board met on November 8th, 2017 and conducted a public hearing to discuss the 
Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Review for 210 S. Old Woodward. The Planning Board 
raised the issue of Eisinglass with the applicant, citing their disapproval and encouraging 
the applicant to find different screening materials for the outdoor café. The Planning Board 
voted unanimously to recommend approval of the Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan for 
210 S. Old Woodward Avenue to the City Commission with the following conditions: 

1. The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission; and
2. The Proposed Eisinglass is not considered a part of the Final Site Plan and

SLUP approval.

The Historic District Commission met on November 15, 2017 and conducted a public hearing to 
discuss the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Review for 210 S. Old Woodward. The 
Historic District Commission approved the proposed changes with the exception of the 
Eisinglass enclosure, however they did note that it would be reasonable to put up Eisinglass or 
similar material during the construction phase next door to prevent dust and debris from affecting 
the site. 
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As The Bird and the Bread (Vinotecca) currently holds an entertainment permit, live 
entertainment is permitted within the establishment. However, given previous concerns 
raised by the City Commission regarding the use of DJ’s and other types of entertainment, 
the draft SLUP resolution contains additional entertainment provisions that the City 
Commission may wish to consider adopting. 

The City Commission set a public hearing date for December 11th, 2017 to consider an 
application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) Amendment and Final Site Plan for 
Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward Avenue. Please see attached staff report presented to 
the Planning Board, along with the application, submitted plans and relevant meeting 
minutes for your review. 

On December 11, 2017, the City Commission opened the public hearing to discuss the 
proposed SLUP Amendment and Final Site Plan for Vinotecca at 210 S. Old Woodward.   
Several issues were raised, including the use and proposed hours of operation for DJ’s at the 
restaurant and other types of entertainment proposed for both public and private events at the 
restaurant.  After much discussion, the City Commission continued the public hearing to 
January 8, 2018 and directed staff to consider amendments to the SLUP resolution to 
differentiate between public and private events, and to consider parameters for entertainment, 
specifically DJs, during these events. 

Accordingly, staff has provided revised SLUP resolution language as directed by the City 
Commission on December 11, 2017.   

Upon further legal review, an alternative option was identified that would not specifically limit 
the hours of operation or type of entertainment or DJ use, but would rather provide for 
additional control by the City Commission.  Under this alternative, upon receipt of a report by 
the Birmingham Police Department of violations, the City Manager may consider the temporary 
suspension of all or a portion of the activities and uses authorized under the SLUP pending a 
formal public hearing by the City Commission.  A proposed ordinance amendment to Chapter 
10, Alcoholic Liquors was proposed under separate cover to provide the authority for the City 
Manager to temporarily suspend a SLUP in whole or in part pending a formal public hearing of 
the City Commission.   

Thus, a second SLUP resolution is offered should the City Commission wish to consider 
temporary SLUP suspensions to address problems at individual establishments.  This option 
would allow for broad control by the City Commission, and provide the option for the City to 
take prompt action to address SLUP violations. 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 

To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for Vinotecca at 210 S. 
Old Woodward, to allow for a name and concept change from the previous restaurant as 
recommended by the Planning Board on November 8, 2017, including the adoption of the 
SLUP Resolution identified as Option 1;   

OR 



To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for Vinotecca at 210 
S. Old Woodward to allow for a name and concept change from the previous 
restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on November 8, 2017, including the 
adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as Option 2; 
 
OR 
 
To deny a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for Vinotecca at 210 S. 
Old Woodward to change the name and concept f rom the previous restaurant. 

 

 
 
 

   



Option 1 (changes in bold type) 
 

VINOTECCA 
210 S. OLD WOODWARD 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMMENDMENT 
2017 

 
WHEREAS, Vinotecca filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, 

Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment in the B4 
zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the 
City Code;   

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the west 

side of S. Old Woodward, south of Merrill Street;  
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 

District, which permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving 
alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use Permit; 

 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 

to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use; 

 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final 

Site Plan to change the restaurant name from The Bird and the Bread to 
Vinotecca, along with minor interior and exterior changes;  

 
WHEREAS, The applicant received SLUP approval from City Commission on October 7th, 2013 

for the restaurant HOME; 
 
WHEREAS, The applicant received SLUP approval from City Commission on February 10th, 

2014 to change the name from HOME to The Bird and the Bread; 
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on November 8th, 2017 reviewed the application for a Special 

Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan Review and recommended approval to change 
the name and concept of The Bird and the Bread to Vinotecca, subject to the 
following conditions:  

 
(1) The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission; and 
(2) The proposed Eisinglass is not considered a part of the Final Site Plan and 

SLUP approval.   
 
WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 

recommended by the Planning Board;  
 
WHEREAS, The HDC reviewed the application for Historic Design Review and recommended 

approval on November 15, 2017;  
 



WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed Vinotecca’s Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment application and the standards for such review as set forth in Article 7, 
section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 

imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that Vinotecca’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final 
Site Plan at 210 S. Old Woodward is hereby approved; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 

compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted subject to the following 
conditions: 
1. Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in areas of the 

premises open to the general public in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC, except that no disc jockey (“DJ”) 
entertainment shall be permitted after __________on any day of the week; 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a person who 
mixes different sources of pre-existing recording music as it is playing; 

3.  Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code; and 
4. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 

upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest 
including, but not limited to, violations of the state law or 
Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure 

continued compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, 
safety, and welfare, this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted 
subject to the following conditions: 
1. Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in banquet 

rooms of the premises designated for “private functions” as 
defined in MCL 436.2014(3) in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC, except that no disc 
jockey (“DJ”) entertainment shall be permitted after 
__________on any day of the week; 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a 
person who mixes different sources of pre-existing recording 
music as it is playing; 

3.  Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City 
Code; and 

4. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City 
Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the 
public interest including, but not limited to, violations of the 
state law or Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 

termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, Vinotecca and its heirs, 



successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham 
in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of Vinotecca to comply with all the ordinances of 
the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit.  

 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that Vinotecca is recommended for the operation of a food and 

drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on premises with a Class C 
Liquor License, at 210 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Michigan, 48009, above 
all others, pursuant to Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the Birmingham City 
Code, subject to final inspection. 

 
I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on January 8, 2018. 
 
 
________________________         
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
 
  



Option 2 (changes in bold and strike-through text) 
 

VINOTECCA 
210 S. OLD WOODWARD 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMMENDMENT 
2017 

 
WHEREAS, Vinotecca filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, 

Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment in the B4 
zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the 
City Code;   

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the west 

side of S. Old Woodward, south of Merrill Street;  
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 

District, which permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving 
alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use Permit; 

 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 

to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use; 

 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final 

Site Plan to change the restaurant name from The Bird and the Bread to 
Vinotecca, along with minor interior and exterior changes;  

 
WHEREAS, The applicant received SLUP approval from City Commission on October 7th, 2013 

for the restaurant HOME; 
 
WHEREAS, The applicant received SLUP approval from City Commission on February 10th, 

2014 to change the name from HOME to The Bird and the Bread; 
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on November 8th, 2017 reviewed the application for a Special 

Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan Review and recommended approval to change 
the name and concept of The Bird and the Bread to Vinotecca, subject to the 
following conditions:  

 
(3) The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District 

Commission; and 
(4) The proposed Eisinglass is not considered a part of the Final Site 

Plan and SLUP approval.   
 
WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 

recommended by the Planning Board;  
 
WHEREAS, The HDC reviewed the application for Historic Design Review and recommended 

approval on November 15, 2017;  



 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed Vinotecca’s Special Land Use Permit 

Amendment application and the standards for such review as set forth in Article 7, 
section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 

imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that Vinotecca’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final 
Site Plan at 210 S. Old Woodward is hereby approved; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 

compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted subject to the following 
conditions: 
1. Vinotecca shall be permitted to provide entertainment in areas of the 

premises open to the general public in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC;, except that no disc jockey 
(“DJ”) entertainment shall be permitted after __________on any day of the 
week;0 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a person who 
mixes different sources of pre-existing recording music as it is playing; 

2.  Vinotecca shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code; and 
3. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 

upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest 
including, but not limited to, violations of the state law or 
Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 

termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, Vinotecca and its heirs, 

successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham 
in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of Vinotecca to comply with all the ordinances of 
the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit.  

 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that Vinotecca is recommended for the operation of a food and 

drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on premises with a Class C 
Liquor License, at 210 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Michigan, 48009, above 
all others, pursuant to Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of the Birmingham City 
Code, subject to final inspection. 

 
I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on January 8, 2018. 
 
 
________________________         
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 



THE BIRD AND THE BREAD 
210 S. OLD WOODWARD 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 
2014 

WHEREAS, HOME filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, 
Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment with on-
premises consumption of alcoholic liquors in the B4 zone district in accordance 
Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;   

WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the west 
side of S. Old Woodward, south of Merrill Street;  

WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 
District, which permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving 
alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use Permit; 

WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 
to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use; 

WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final 
Site Plan for HOME;  

WHEREAS, The Planning Board on August 28, 2013 reviewed the application for a Special Land 
Use Permit and Final Site Plan Review and recommended approval of the 
application with the following conditions:  

(1) The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission;  
(2) The applicant obtains an outdoor dining permit from the City of Birmingham;  and 
(3) The applicant comply with the requests of the Fire Department. 

WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 
recommended by the Planning Board;  

WHEREAS, The Historic District Commission on September 18, 2013 reviewed the application 
for a Historic Sign and Design Review and recommended approval of the 
application; 

WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission reviewed HOME’s Special Land Use Permit 
application and the standards for such review as set forth in Article 7, section 7.36 
of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

WHEREAS, The City Commission approved the Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan 
for HOME on October 7, 2013;  

PREVIOUS SLUP RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, The applicant has now requested to change the DBA name of HOME to THE 
BIRD AND THE BREAD, and thus amend the Special Land Use Permit approved  
on October 7, 2013;  

WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed THE BIRD AND THE BREAD’s 
Special Land Use Permit Amendment application and the standards for such review 
as set forth in Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 
imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that THE BIRD AND THE BREAD’s application for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment at 210 S. Old Woodward is hereby approved; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 
compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. THE BIRD AND THE BREAD shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham
City Code;  and

2. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 
termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, THE BIRD AND THE BREAD 
and its heirs, successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of 
Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of THE BIRD AND THE BREAD to comply with all 
the ordinances of the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land 
Use Permit.  

MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that THE BIRD AND THE BREAD is recommended for the 
operation of a food and drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on 
premises with a Class C Liquor License, at 210 S. Old Woodward, Birmingham, 
Michigan, 48009, above all others, pursuant to Chapter 10, Alcoholic Liquors, of 
the Birmingham City Code, subject to final inspection. 

I, Laura M. Broski, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on February 10, 2014. 

________________________ 
Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 



Existing Layout of Bird and the Bread
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MEMORANDUM 

Planning Division

DATE: November 3, 2017 

TO: Planning Board Members 

FROM: Brooks Cowan, Assistant Planner 

SUBJECT:      210 S. Old Woodward – Vinotecca – Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
and Final Site Plan application 

Executive Summary 

The subject site is located at 210 S. Old Woodward, on the west side of S. Old Woodward, just 
south of Merrill. The applicant is the owner of the current restaurant on site, The Bird and the 
Bread, and wishes to change the name and concept the current restaurant into Vinotecca which will 
have a wine focus with European food pairings. According to Section 6 Article 6.02(A)(5) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, existing and new establishments with alcoholic beverage sales shall obtain a 
Special Land Use Permit upon change in ownership or name of establishment, or upon application 
for a Site Plan Review.  

The parcel is zoned B-4, Business-Residential and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District. The 
applicant is proposing new signage and enclosing the existing outdoor café with framing and 
retractable isinglass. They are also proposing minor remodeling for the interior that includes the 
construction of a stage for low key entertainment. The applicant will be operating with the existing 
Class C liquor license controlled by the property owner which is currently in use by the Bird and the 
Bread. Article 02 section 2.37(B)(4) permits food or drink establishments with alcoholic beverage 
sales (on-premise consumption) as an accessory permitted use provided that the establishment 
obtain Special Land Use Permit approval.  Accordingly, the applicant is required to obtain a 
recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit, and 
then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit. 
As the proposed establishment is located within the Central Business District Historic District, the 
applicant will also be required to appear before the Historic District Commission. 

1.0 Land Use and Zoning 

1.1 Existing Land Use - The existing site is used for retail and commercial purposes.  
Land uses surrounding the site are also retail and commercial. 

1.2 Existing Zoning – The property is currently zoned B-4, Business-Residential, and D-4 
in the Downtown Overlay District.  The existing use and surrounding uses appear to 
conform to the permitted uses of each Zoning District. 

1.3 Summary of Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes existing land 
use and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject site. 



North South East 
West 

Existing Land 
Use 

Commercial / 
Retail  

Commercial / 
Retail 

Commercial / 
Retail 

Commercial / 
Retail 

Existing 
Zoning 
District 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

Downtown 
Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

D-4 D-4 D-4 D-4 

2.0 Screening and Landscaping 

2.1 Screening – No screening is proposed at this time. However, if needed in the future, 
the applicant will be required to screen any additional mechanical equipment in 
accordance with the Zoning Ordinance. 

2.2 Landscaping – No changes proposed. 

3.0 Parking, Loading, Access, and Circulation 

3.1 Parking – As the subject site is located within the Parking Assessment District, the 
applicant is not required to provide on-site parking.   

3.2 Loading – No changes are proposed. 

3.3 Vehicular Access & Circulation - Vehicular access to the building will not be altered. 

3.4  Pedestrian Access & Circulation – Pedestrian access to the outdoor café is available 
from the main stair case into the restaurant or the inside dining area. Outdoor cafes 
are encouraged as they create a more pedestrian friendly environment. The 
proposed café plans indicate a 5 foot width of unobstructed pedestrian access along 
the storefront in the public right-of-way, and thus conforms to the Zoning Ordinance 
provisions for outdoor cafés.   



3.5 Streetscape – The existing sidewalk is concrete on the north side of Maple, accented 
with sections of brick pavers. The applicant is not proposing to alter the existing 
sidewalk, street trees, or light poles. 

4.0 Lighting 

Pedestrian scale light fixtures illuminate S. Old Woodward, and will continue to do so. The 
applicant is proposing to illuminate the new signage as well. 

5.0 Departmental Reports 

5.1 Engineering Division - No concerns were reported from the Engineering Department.  

5.2 Department of Public Services – No concerns were reported from the DPS. 

5.3 Fire Department – No concerns were reported from the Fire Department. 

5.4 Police Department - No concerns were reported from the Police Department.  

5.5 Building Department - The Building Department has provided their standard 
comments. 

6.0 Design Review 

Awning and Signage 

The applicant is proposing to install two new awnings with signage along the building 
frontage. The two awnings are constructed of fabricated aluminum tubing with Sunbrella 
black fabric non-illuminated skins. They have 3.88 inch applied white vinyl text in the 9 inch 
valences. The awnings are 3’ x 10’10’’, and project 2 feet from the building façade. Each 
valance is 8.125 square feet total, while the proposed valance signage text totals 2.61 
square feet for each awning, satisfying the Sign Ordinance requirement of no more than 
33% of the valance area in Section 1.05(B), Table B. 

The applicant is also proposing a halo lit wall sign with the restaurant name “VINOTECCA”, 
as well as a logo above it. The sign will utilize halo style white LED backlighting through a 
transparent burgundy film to produce a color shift to purple/red. The name letter sign 
measures 1’6’’ in height by 8’7.75’’ in width for a total of 13 square feet, while the logo sign 
measures 2’9.5’’ in height by 2’9.5’’ in width for a total of 7.8 square feet. The wall sign and 
the logo sign total 20.8 square feet. 

The total linear building frontage for is 130’5’’ which allows 130.5 square feet of sign area. 
There are currently four other tenants with approved signage for the building; Chase Bank, 
Rivage, K&W Domaine, and Ahmet Karaca MD. 

Chase Bank:  48.36 SF 
Rivage Day Spa: 21.8 SF 



K&W Domain:  15 SF 
Ahmet Karaca MD: 12 SF 
Total: 97.16 

The addition of Vinotecca’s sign will bring the total to 117.96 which satisfies the maximum 
square footage permissible according to the Sign Ordinance Section 1.05(B), Table B. 
Meanwhile the height of the name letter sign is less than 24 inches and the logo sign is less 
than 36 inches which also satisfies the Sign Ordinance Section 1.05(B), Table B. 

Interior 
The applicant is proposing minor remodeling for the interior that includes the construction of 
a small stage for low key entertainment. 

Outdoor Dining Area 

Outdoor cafés must comply with the site plan criteria as required by Article 04, Section 4.44 
OD-01, Outdoor Dining Standards.  Outdoor cafes are permitted immediately adjacent to 
the principal use and are subject to site plan review and the following conditions: 

1. Outdoor dining areas shall provide and service refuse containers within the
outdoor dining area and maintain the area in good order.

2. All outdoor activity must cease at the close of business, or as noted in Subsection
3 below, whichever is earlier.

3. When an outdoor dining area is immediately adjacent to any single-family or
multiple-family residential district, all outdoor activity must cease at the close of
business or 12:00 a.m., whichever is earlier.

4. Outdoor dining may be permitted on the sidewalk throughout the year with a
valid Outdoor Dining License, provided that all outdoor dining fixtures and
furnishings must be stored indoors each night between November 16 and March
31 to allow for snow removal.

5. All tables and chairs provided in the outdoor dining area shall be constructed
primarily of metal, wood, or material of comparable quality.

6. Table umbrellas shall be considered under Site Plan Review and shall not impede
sight lines into a retail establishment, pedestrian flow in the outdoor dining area,
or pedestrian or vehicular traffic flow outside the outdoor dining area.

7. For outdoor dining located in the public right-of-way:
a. All such uses shall be subject to a license from the city, upon forms provided

by the Community Development Department, contingent on compliance with
all city codes, including any conditions required by the Planning Board in
conjunction with Site Plan approval.

b. In order to safeguard the flow of pedestrians on the public sidewalk, such
uses shall maintain an unobstructed sidewalk width as required by the
Planning Board, but in no case less than 5 feet.

c. Outdoor dining is permitted to extend in the right-of-way in front of
neighboring properties, with the written permission of the property owner(s)
and with Planning Board Approval, if such property is vacant or the first floor
storefront(s) is/are vacant. Outdoor dining areas may extend up to 50% of



the width of the neighboring lot(s) storefront(s), or up to 50% of the lot(s) 
frontage, if such lot is vacant. 

d. City Commission approval is also required for outdoor dining extensions onto
neighboring property if the establishment making such a request holds a
bistro license.

e. An elevated, ADA compliant, enclosed platform may be erected on the street
adjacent to an eating establishment to create an outdoor dining area if the
Engineering Department determines there is sufficient space available for this
purpose given parking and traffic conditions.

f. No such facility shall erect or install permanent fixtures in the public right-of-
way.

The applicant is proposing to enclose the outdoor seating with roll down isinglass panels. 
The panels will by stabilized by 2x6 framing with ¾’’ plywood cladding on faces and jambs 
that are primed and painted flat black. There will be 2’’ of continuous reveal on the top and 
sides. A 3’x7’ wood door with clear plex is proposed on the north elevation with egress only 
that does not swing into the pedestrian entryway. No changes to the outdoor seating layout 
is proposed, the applicant is maintaining the same amount of tables and chairs as previously 
approved by the Planning Board.  

7.0 Downtown Birmingham 2016 Overlay District 

The site is located within the D-4 zone of the DB 2016 Regulating Plan, within the 
Downtown Birmingham Overlay District. The Planning Division finds the proposed site plan 
adequately implements the goals of the plan as they relate to outdoor café uses.  The 2016 
Plan states that outdoor dining space is in the public’s best interest as it enhances street 
life, thus promoting a pedestrian friendly environment.  The 2016 Plan also recommends 
that a 5’ clear pedestrian passage be provided against the storefronts to ensure that 
merchants can display and sell their products and so as not to distort the flow of 
pedestrians.  

8.0 Approval Criteria 

In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed plans for 
development must meet the following conditions: 

(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there 
is adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and access to the persons 
occupying the structure. 

(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there 
will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to adjacent lands and 
buildings. 

(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that they 
will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property not diminish the value 
thereof. 



(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be such as to 
not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings in the 
neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this chapter. 

(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to provide 
adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

9.0 Approval Criteria for Special Land Use Permits 

Article 07, section 7.34 of the Zoning Ordinance specifies the procedures and approval 
criteria for Special Land Use Permits. Use approval, site plan approval, and design review 
are the responsibilities of the City Commission. This section reads, in part: 

Prior to its consideration of a special land use application (SLUP) for an initial permit or an 
amendment to a permit, the City Commission shall refer the site plan and the design 
to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation. After receiving the 
recommendation, the City Commission shall review the site plan and design of 
the buildings and uses proposed for the site described in the application of amendment. 

The City Commission’s approval of any special land use application or amendment pursuant 
to this section shall constitute approval of the site plan and design.  

10.0 Suggested Action 

Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board recommend APPROVAL of the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a 
SLUP Amendment for 210 S. Old Woodward - Vinotecca to the City Commission, with
the following conditions: 

(1) The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission. 

11.0 Sample Motion Language 

Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board recommend APPROVAL of the applicant’s request for Final Site Plan and a 
SLUP Amendment for 210 S. Old Woodward – Vinotecca, with the following conditions:

(1) The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission. 

OR 

Motion to recommend DENIAL of the Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment to the City
Commission for 210 S. Old Woodward - Vinotecca, for the following reasons: 

1. ________________________________________________________



2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________

OR 

Motion to POSTPONE the Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment for 210 S. Old
Woodward - Vinotecca, with the following conditions: 

1._________________________________________________________ 
2._________________________________________________________ 
3._________________________________________________________ 



CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMER 8, 2017 

11-206-17 

2. 210 S. Old Woodward Ave., The Bird & the Bread
Request for approval of a SLUP Amendment to allow for a concept change of the Bird & 
the Bread to Vinotecca, with interior and exterior changes proposed 

Ms. Ecker responded to Mr. Williams' question regarding the City's position on Eisenglass.  It was 
permitted on a couple of bistro establishments that were approved. Since the approvals the City 
has received a number of complaints and concerns.  The Planning Board has been charged with 
updating the development standards for bistros and one of the items is to put in place regulations 
concerning Eisenglass.  Right now there is no specific regulation that states Eisenglass is or is not 
permitted.  It is a case-by-case judgment by this board. 

Mr. Cowan advised the subject site is located on the west side of S. Old Woodward Ave., just south 
of Merrill. The applicant is the owner of the current restaurant on site, The Bird and the Bread, and 
intends to change the name and re-concept the current restaurant into Vinotecca which will have a 
wine focus with European food pairings. According to Section 6 Article 6.02(A)(5) of the Zoning 
Ordinance, existing and new establishments with alcoholic beverage sales shall obtain a SLUP upon 
change in ownership or name of establishment, or upon application for a Site Plan Review. The 
parcel is zoned B-4 Business-Residential and D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District.  

The applicant is proposing new signage and enclosing the existing outdoor café with framing and 
retractable Eisenglass. They are also proposing minor remodeling for the interior that includes the 
construction of a stage for low key entertainment. The applicant will be operating with the existing 
Class C Liquor License controlled by the property owner which is currently in use by The Bird and 
the Bread. Article 02 section 2.37(B)(4) permits food or drink establishments with alcoholic 
beverage sales (on-premise consumption) as an accessory permitted use provided that the 
establishment obtain SLUP approval. Accordingly, the applicant is required to obtain a 
recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan and SLUP, and then obtain 
approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan and SLUP. As the proposed establishment 
is located within the Central Business District Historic District, the applicant will also be required to 
appear before the Historic District Commission. 

Design Review 
Awning and Signage:  The applicant is proposing to install two new awnings with signage along the 
building frontage. The two awnings are constructed of fabricated aluminum tubing with Sunbrella 
black fabric non-illuminated skins. They have 3.88 in. applied white vinyl text in the 9 in. valences. 
The awnings project 2 ft. from the building façade. Each valance totals is 8.125 sq. ft., while the 
proposed valance signage text totals 2.61 sq. ft. for each awning, satisfying the Sign Ordinance 
requirement in Section 1.05 (B), Table B of no more than 33% of the valance area. 



The applicant is also proposing a halo lit wall sign with the restaurant name “VINOTECCA”, as well 
as a logo above it. The sign will utilize halo style white LED backlighting through a transparent 
burgundy film to produce a color shift to purple/red. The wall sign and the logo sign total 20.8 sq. 
ft. The total linear building frontage is 130 ft. 5 in. which allows 130.5 sq. ft. of sign area. There 
are currently four other tenants with approved signage for the building; Chase Bank, Rivage, K&W 
Domaine, and Ahmet Karaca MD. that have a total of 97.16 sq. ft. of signage. The addition of 
Vinotecca’s sign will bring the total to 117.96 sq. ft. which satisfies the maximum square footage 
permissible according to the Sign Ordinance Section 1.05 (B),Table B.  

Meanwhile the height of the name letter sign is less than 24 in. and the logo sign is less than 36 in. 
which also satisfies the Sign Ordinance Section 1.05 (B), Table B.  

Interior: The applicant is proposing minor remodeling that includes the construction of a small 
stage for low key entertainment. 

Outdoor Dining Area:  The applicant is also proposing to enclose the outdoor seating with roll down 
Eisenglass panels. The panels will be stabilized by 2x6 framing with ¾ in. plywood cladding on 
faces and jambs that are primed and painted flat black. There will be 2 in. of continuous reveal on 
the top and sides. A 3 ft. x 7 ft. wood door with clear plex is proposed on the north elevation with 
egress only that does not swing into the pedestrian entryway. No changes to the outdoor seating 
layout are proposed. 

Ms. Ecker indicated she and Mr. Baka have warned the applicant that Eisenglass is not currently in 
favor and the board would have concerns about it. 

Ms. Kristin Jonna addressed the board on behalf of The Bird and the Bread.  They have streamlined 
their process by getting back to two wine bar concepts in Ann Arbor and in Birmingham.  They 
intend to continue bringing entertainment to the establishment.   

Their reasons for proposing Eisenglass are not to expand seating.  Rather they are to bring more 
energy right up to Old Woodward Ave. and to protect their patio from the dust of upcoming street 
and hotel construction,  Expanding their patio season would be nice because that is where people 
want to sit.  They didn't find more options for temporary enclosure other than Eisenglass.   

Mr. Koseck advised that there are other options.  He thinks Eisenglass would cheapen the place so 
he will not support it.  Ms. Jonna indicated that other treatments will cost a lot of money and cost is 
a big factor for them.  They tried to design it in a way that would have the least impact of a plastic 
material being there.  Responding to the board's  discussion about allowing a temporary Eisenglass 
installation or having it only on the hotel side, Ms. Jonna said it would not be worth installing if it 
would be temporary and only on one side. 

Mr. Boyle observed that in order to keep out the cold other establishments have added padding to 
keep the drafts out.  However that starts to degrade the appearance of the facility. To him, 
bringing in Eisenglass is a grave mistake for this establishment and for Downtown Birmingham. 
Therefore he urged Ms. Jonna to go back to her architect and ask him to find other options.  He will 
not support the plan tonight with the Eisenglass. 



Mr. Boyle asked if the board can divide the request and postpone the Eisenglass proposal as a 
separate item but still covered by the same SLUP.  Ms. Ecker indicated the board has never done 
that before.  Therefore, she would have check with the City Attorney, plus she didn't know how the 
Commission would react if a half of a SLUP application was brought to them.  

Mr. Koseck stated the Planning Board shouldn't be making long-term decisions based on the fact 
that it will take 19 months to construct the hotel.  Further, the board should not be designing the 
project.  He knows there are options out there for the applicant to consider.  Mr. Williams 
suggested that the City Attorney and the Building Dept. be consulted as to what the City will permit 
on an interim basis during construction, not only on this facility but on the other facilities.  These 
are not necessarily Planning Board issues, but issues that the City should address. 

Motion by Mr. Williams 
Seconded by Mr. Koseck to postpone consideration of  the applicant’s request for 
Final Site Plan and a SLUP Amendment for 210 S. Old Woodward - Vinotecca, until
November 29th, 2017.   
Mr. Jeffares observed that costs cannot be compared to Eisenglass, which is really not an option. 

Public comments were heard at 9:10 p.m. 

Mr. James Esshaki, the landlord, suggested the board allow a temporary remedy to keep away the 
dust. 

Mr. Derrick Dickow, a Downtown resident, said Eisenglass doesn't bother him as much as it bothers 
other people so he would support it to control dust.  He went on to thank the Jonna Family for their 
investment in Downtown Birmingham.  He urged a motion tonight so they can move forward with 
their plans. 

Motion failed,  6-0. 

ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  None 
Nays:  Williams, Koseck, Boyle, Jeffares, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 
Absent:  Clein 

Motion by Mr. Boyle  
Seconded by Mr. Koseck that based on a review of the site plans submitted, the 
Planning Board recommends approval of the applicant's request for Final Site Plan and a
SLUP Amendment for 210 S. Old Woodward Ave, Vinotecca, with the following conditions:
1. The applicant obtains approval from the Historic District Commission; and
2. The proposed Eisenglass is not to be considered as part of this approval.

No one from the public commented on the motion at 9:15 p.m. 

Motion carried, 6-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Boyle, Koseck, Jeffares, Koseck, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 



Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 



HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION MINUTES 
 NOVEMBER 15, 2017 

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW 
210 S. Old Woodward Ave. 
Vinotecca 
CBD Historic District 

Zoning: B-4 Business Residential  

Proposal:  Mr. Baka explained the applicant is on the process of amending their Special 
Land Use Permit ("SLUP") with the City in order to change the name of the 
establishment from “The Bird and the Bread” to “Vinotecca." The tenant space is located 
in a two-story, multi-tenant non-contributing building in the CBD Historic District. The 
applicant proposes to install a new wall sign above the main entranceway to the 
restaurant and new awnings along the front elevation of the building. The sign is 
proposed to be suspended between the two existing columns in line with the existing 
sign band. The applicant is also proposing to enclose the existing outdoor dining space 
with Eisenglass.  

The applicant appeared before the Planning Board on November 8, 2017. The Planning 
Board recommended approval of the proposal with the condition that the proposed 
Eisenglass enclosure be removed. The applicant is now requesting approval from the 
Historic District Commission before moving on for final approval from the City 
Commission.  

Existing Signage: There are currently four other tenants with approved signage for the 
building for a total of 97.16 sq. ft. 

Signage:  The applicant proposes to replace the existing signage by installing a new wall 
sign above the main entranceway to the restaurant and by adding lettering to the new 
proposed awnings. The total linear building frontage is 130 ft. 5 in., permitting 130.5 sq. 
ft. sign area. The wall sign measures 13 sq. ft while the logo sign measures 7.8 sq. ft.  
The wall sign and the logo sign total 20.8 sq. ft. 

The applicant is also proposing to install two new awnings with signage along the 
building frontage. The two awnings are constructed of fabricated aluminum tubing with 
Sunbrella black fabric non-illuminated skins. They have 3.88 in. applied white vinyl text 
in the 9 in. valences. Each valance is 8.125 sq. ft. total, while the proposed valance 
signage text totals 2.61 sq. ft. for each awning, satisfying the Sign Ordinance 
requirement in Section 1.05(B), Table B of no more than 33% of the valance area. This 
proposal would bring the total signage for the building to 123.2 sq. ft. In accordance 
with Article 1.0, section 1.04 (B) of the Birmingham Sign Ordinance, Combined Sign 
Area, that states for all buildings, including multi-tenant office or retail buildings, the 
combined area of all types of signs shall not exceed 1 sq. ft. (1.5 sq. ft. for addresses on 
Woodward Ave.) for each linear foot of principal building frontage.  



The wall sign is proposed to be mounted more than 8 ft. 6 in. above grade. The 
projecting sign is proposed to be mounted 6 in. off the face of the column and 8.5 ft. 
above grade meeting the requirement of Article 1.0, Table B of the Birmingham Sign 
Ordinance that states wall signs that project more than 3 in. from the building facade 
shall not be attached to the outer wall at a height of less than 8 ft. above a public 
sidewalk and at a height of less than 15 ft. above public driveways, alleys and 
thoroughfares.  

The proposed wall sign background will be constructed of fabricated aluminum painted 
black. The letters will be ¾ in. push-thru acrylic dimensional letters reading “Vinotecca” 
with silver metallic faces. The entire sign will be mounted to wall plates attached with 
expansion bolts aligned to the mortar and will span the distance between the two 
columns that flank the front entrance to the establishment.  

Illumination: The wall sign is proposed to be halo lit with internal white LED lights with a 
burgundy filter.  

Design: The applicant is proposing to enclose the existing outdoor dining area with 
Eisenglass plastic similar to what is currently used at Market, Social Kitchen, and Café 
Via. The Eisenglass is proposed to be attached to a wooden frame constructed out of 2 
x 6 ft. framing and clad with plywood that would be painted flat black. There would be 2 
in. of continuous reveal on the top and sides. A 3 x 7 ft. wood door with clear plex is 
proposed on the north elevation with egress only that does not swing into the 
pedestrian entryway. No changes to the outdoor seating layout are proposed, the 
applicant is maintaining the same amount of tables and chairs as previously approved. 

Chairman Deyer had three concerns: 
 The Eisenglass;
 The information on the awning valances.  In the past this commission has said

the signage should identify the establishment and not be an advertisement for
what they sell; and

 The awnings have a tendency to unbalance the building.

Ms. Fuller said she understands the Eisenglass because it is helpful to extend the 
outdoor dining season.  At Cafe Via the Eisenglass takes a beating and loses its 
transparency.  Mr. Willoughby noted this Eisenglass would be right on S. Old Woodward 
Ave. 

Ms. Kristin Jonna, the restaurant owner, said they discussed this at length at the 
Planning Board and agreed to throw out the Eisenglass.  Their reason for having it was 
to protect from the construction that they know is going to be happening for probably 
two years with the hotel coming in on their south facing side, and also the road 
construction.  Their other reason was to create more energy up front on S. Old 
Woodward Ave. because they are so recessed that people don't know they are there.  
Their research for some alternative material has turned up only semi-permanent plastic 
or permanent glass.   



Ms. Fuller said she would not be opposed if during construction they had Eisenglass 
between the restaurant and the hotel, because it is perpendicular to S. Old Woodward 
Ave.  

Mr. Baka noted if this board decided to approve with that barrier they could, but the City 
Commission would also have to approve it.  If it is denied by the HDC, it has to be 
appealed to the State because it is in a Historic District. 

Ms. Jonna addressed the wording on the awnings.  They have had problems at The Bird 
and the Bread with people seeing them and with people understanding what they are. 
So they feel like that little bit of writing is important.  She offered to change the wording 
from "Elm Room Events Music" to something the commission would approve.   

Chairman Deyer then suggested extending the awnings across the whole front facade to 
balance the building.   

Mr. Willoughby thought there is room for a nice composition of the whole facade with 
little spurts of elements that identify an individual space.  So, this awning doesn't bother 
him at all.  Ms. Fuller added that it doesn't bother her. 

Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Mr. Charles to not accept the Eisenglass for 210 S. Old 
Woodward Ave., Vinotecca, anywhere.  He would recommend to the City 
Commission that they give leeway during the construction process so the 
south side of Vinotecca would be protected.   

There was no discussion from members of the audience at 7:20 p.m. 

Motion carried, 5-0. 

VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Willoughby, Charles, Burley, Deyer, Fuller 
Nays: None 
Absent:  Henke, Dukas, Trapnell 

Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Ms. Fuller to approve the rest of the proposal as submitted for 
210 S. Old Woodward Ave., Vinotecca, with the understanding that there 
would be a change in the verbiage that would be administratively approved. 

There was no discussion from members of the audience at 7:21 p.m. 

Motion carried, 5-0. 

VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Willoughby, Fuller, Burley, Charles, Deyer 

Nays: None 



Absent:  Henke, Dukas, Trapnell 
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MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE:        January 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 

Re: Public Hearing for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site 
Plan for 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill 

The subject property at 220 E. Merrill is located in the B4 Business Residential zone district. 
The B4 zone lists food and drink establishment as a permitted use requiring a Special Land Use 
Permit (SLUP). The applicant was approved for a SLUP by the City Commission on March 10, 
2014. 

The applicant is now requesting an amendment to the existing SLUP to allow them to utilize the 
lower level of the building, formerly known as “Edison’s” for special events, private parties, and 
the public as an extension to 220 Restaurant on the first floor. The applicant has indicated 
that the proposed lower level of 220 Restaurant will offer a food menu (the same as that 
offered on the main floor of the existing restaurant) and will host low-key entertainment, such 
as jazz music and piano music, in the space. Business hours would be the same as those of the 
main restaurant. The existing 220 Restaurant currently holds an entertainment permit from the 
Michigan  Liquor  Control  Commission. According to the Michigan Liquor Control Code, 
Administrative Rules and Related Laws, Article 436.1915, Section 916: 

An on-premises licensee shall not allow monologues, dialogues, motion pictures, still 
slides, closed circuit television, contests, or other performances for public viewing on the 
licensed premises unless the licensee has applied for and been granted an 
entertainment permit by the commission. Issuance of an entertainment permit under 
this subsection does not allow topless activity on the licensed premises. 

As 220 Restaurant currently holds an entertainment permit, the low-key live entertainment 
proposed would be permitted within the establishment. However, given previous concerns 
raised by the City Commission regarding the use of DJ’s and other types of entertainment, the 
draft SLUP resolution contains additional entertainment provisions that the City Commission 
may wish to consider adopting. 

The applicant appeared before the Planning Board on November 8, 2017 and received a 
recommendation for approval. As there are no exterior changes proposed to the historic 
structure they are not required to obtain approval from the Historic District Commission. 

1 
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The City Commission set a public hearing date for December 11, 2017 to consider  an 
application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) Amendment and Final Site Plan for 
220 restaurant at 220 E. Merrill. 

On December 11, 2017, the City Commission opened the public hearing to discuss the 
proposed SLUP Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant at 220 E. Merrill.   Several 
issues were raised, including the need for an additional street tree as required by the Planning 
Board, and the proposed hours of operation for DJ’s at the restaurant and other types of 
entertainment proposed for both public and private events at the restaurant.  After much 
discussion, the City Commission continued the public hearing to January 8, 2018 and directed 
staff to consider amendments to the SLUP resolution to differentiate between public and 
private events, and to consider parameters for entertainment, specifically DJs, during these 
events. 

Accordingly, staff has provided revised SLUP resolution language as directed by the City 
Commission on December 11, 2017.  The applicant has also paid $400 for the City tree that 
was installed as required as a condition of approval.

Upon further legal review, an alternative option was identified that would not specifically limit 
the hours of operation or type of entertainment or DJ use, but would rather provide for 
additional control by the City Commission.  Under this alternative, upon receipt of a report by 
the Birmingham Police Department of violations, the City Manager may consider the temporary 
suspension of all or a portion of the activities and uses authorized under the SLUP pending a 
formal public hearing by the City Commission.  A proposed ordinance amendment to Chapter 
10, Alcoholic Liquors was proposed under separate cover to provide the authority for the City 
Manager to temporarily suspend a SLUP in whole or in part pending a formal public hearing of 
the City Commission.   
Thus, a second SLUP resolution is offered should the City Commission wish to consider 
temporary SLUP suspensions to address problems at individual establishments.  This option 
would allow for broad control by the City Commission, and provide the option for the City to 
take prompt action to address SLUP violations. 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant 
at 220 E. Merrill to utilize the lower level of the building as an extension of the 220 
Restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on November 8, 2017, including the 
adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as Option 1;   

OR 

To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant 
at 220 E. Merrill to utilize the lower level of the building as an extension of the 220 
Restaurant as recommended by the Planning Board on November 8, 2017, including the 
adoption of the SLUP Resolution identified as Option 2; 

OR 

To deny a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant at 



220 E. Merril to utilize the lower level of the building as an extension of the 220 
Restaurant. 



OPTION 1 (changes in bold) 

220 RESTAURANT 
220 E. MERRILL 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ADMENDMENT 
2017 

WHEREAS, 220 Restaurant filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 
126, Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment in the 
B4 zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of 
the City Code;   

WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the south 
side of E. Merrill, west of S. Old Woodward;  

WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 
District, which permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving 
alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use Permit; 

WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 
to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use; 

WHEREAS, The applicant was granted a Special Land Use Permit by the City Commission on 
March 10, 2014; 

WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant;  

WHEREAS, The Planning Board on November 8, 2017 reviewed the application for a Special 
Land Use Permit Amendment and recommended approval of the application with 
the following conditions: 

1. Add the required street tree to the existing open tree well, with a minimum
caliper of 3 in. DBH at the time of planting;

2. Complete and legible plans, with all required information, will need to be
submitted before approval of any occupancy of this space, and for the
evaluation of this space for the allowable occupant load; and

3. Compliance with the requests of all City departments.

WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 
recommended by the Planning Board;  

WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed 220 Restaurant’s Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment application and the standards for such review as set forth in 
Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 



imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that 220 Restaurant’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and 
Final Site Plan at 220 E. Merrill is hereby approved; 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 

compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. 220 Restaurant shall be permitted to provide entertainment in areas of 

the premises open to the general public in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC, except that no disc jockey (“DJ”) 
entertainment shall be permitted after _______on any day of the week; 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a person who 
mixes different sources of pre-existing recorded music as it is playing; 

3.        220 Restaurant shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code;  
and 

4. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest, 
including, but not limited to, violation of state law or 
Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure 

continued compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, 
safety, and welfare, this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to 
the following conditions: 

 
1. 220 Restaurant shall be permitted to provide entertainment in 

banquet rooms of the premises designated for “private functions” 
as defined in MCL 436.2014(3) in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC, except that no disc 
jockey (“DJ”) entertainment shall be permitted after _______on 
any day of the week; 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a 
person who mixes different sources of pre-existing recorded music 
as it is playing; 

3.        220 Restaurant shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham 
City Code;  and 

4. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City 
Commission upon finding that the continued use is not in the 
public interest, including, but not limited to, violation of state 
law or Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 
termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, 220 Restaurant and its heirs, 

successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham 
in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 



subsequently amended. Failure of 220 Restaurant to comply with all the ordinances 
of the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit.  

 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that 220 Restaurant is recommended for the operation of a 

food and drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on premises with a 
Class C Liquor License at 220 E. Merrill, pursuant to Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, of the Birmingham City Code, subject to final inspection. 

 
I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on January 8, 2018. 
 
 
___________________________         
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
 
 

 

   



OPTION 2 (changes in bold and strike through text) 
 
 

220 RESTAURANT 
220 E. MERRILL 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ADMENDMENT 
2017 

 
WHEREAS, 220 Restaurant filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 

126, Zoning, of the City Code to operate a food and drink establishment in the 
B4 zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of 
the City Code;   

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the south 

side of E. Merrill, west of S. Old Woodward;  
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-4, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 

District, which permits the operation of food and drink establishments serving 
alcoholic beverages with a Special Land Use Permit; 

 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 

to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use; 

 
WHEREAS, The applicant was granted a Special Land Use Permit by the City Commission on 

March 10, 2014; 
 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit 

Amendment and Final Site Plan for 220 Restaurant;  
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on November 8, 2017 reviewed the application for a Special 

Land Use Permit Amendment and recommended approval of the application with 
the following conditions: 

 
4. Add the required street tree to the existing open tree well, with a minimum 

caliper of 3 in. DBH at the time of planting;  
5. Complete and legible plans, with all required information, will need to be 

submitted before approval of any occupancy of this space, and for the 
evaluation of this space for the allowable occupant load; and 

6. Compliance with the requests of all City departments. 
 
WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 

recommended by the Planning Board;  
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed 220 Restaurant’s Special Land Use 

Permit Amendment application and the standards for such review as set forth in 
Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 



imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that 220 Restaurant’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and 
Final Site Plan at 220 E. Merrill is hereby approved; 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 

compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. 220 Restaurant shall be permitted to provide entertainment in areas of 

the premises open to the general public in accordance with their 
entertainment permit issued by the MLCC;, except that no disc jockey 
(“DJ”) entertainment shall be permitted after _______on any day of the 
week; 

2.  DJ entertainment includes any entertainment that involves a person who 
mixes different sources of pre-existing recorded music as it is playing; 

2.        220 Restaurant shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code;  
and 

3. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest, 
including, but not limited to, violation of state law or 
Birmingham City Code. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 
termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, 220 Restaurant and its heirs, 

successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham 
in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of 220 Restaurant to comply with all the ordinances 
of the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit.  

 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that 220 Restaurant is recommended for the operation of a 

food and drink establishment serving alcoholic beverages on premises with a 
Class C Liquor License at 220 E. Merrill, pursuant to Chapter 10, Alcoholic 
Liquors, of the Birmingham City Code, subject to final inspection. 

 
I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on January 8, 2018. 
 
 
___________________________         
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
 
 



220 MERRILL RESTAURANT 
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 

OUTDOOR DINING 
2000 

WHEREAS, 220 Merrill Restaurant at 220 Merrill has applied for a continuation of a 
Special Land Use Permit originally granted on March 15, 1993 to permit the placement of 
outdoor seating for 20 persons in front of the building, where customers would consume 
food purchased at 220 Merrill Restaurant, such applications having been filed pursuant to 
Section 126-477 of the City Code; 

WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is on the north side 
of Merrill, east of Pierce; 

WHEREAS, The land is zoned B - 4 Business-Residential, which permits outdoor dining 
with a Special Land Use Permit; 

WHEREAS, Section 126-477 (8) requires a Special Land Use Permit to be considered by 
the Birmingham City Commission at such time that any change takes place in the building, 
or the use of the property is altered; 

WHEREAS, 220 Merrill Restaurant has applied for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment for outdoor dining in conformance with the approved February 10, 1993 plan; 

WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the 220 Merrill Restaurant 
Special Land Use Permit application and standards for such review as set forth in 
Subparagraphs (a) through (f) of Section 126-477 of the City Code; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Birmingham City Commission finds the standards imposed under the City 
Code have been met and 220 Merrill Restaurant application for a Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment to continue the outdoor dining operation is hereby approved; be it further  

RESOLVED, That all conditions of the previously approved 1999 Special Land Use Permit shall be 
continued for a period of one year as part of this Special Land Use Permit Amendment and are 
incorporated as herein by reference; be it further 

RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, 220 Merrill Restaurant and its heirs, successors 
and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham in effect at the time of the 
issuance of this permit, and as they may be subsequently amended. Failure of 220 Merrill Restaurant 
and its heirs, successors and assigns to comply with all the ordinances of the city, may result in the 
Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit. The applicant may reapply for a renewal of its 
Special Land Use Permit at the end of the one year period. 

I, Judith A. Benn, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on March 27, 2000. 

______________________________________ 
Judith A. Benn, City Clerk 

PREVIOUS SLUP RESOLUTION
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES OF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2014 

SLUP & FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 
220 E. Merrill St.    

Site Plan Review 
Ms. Ecker advised the subject site, currently 220 Restaurant, is located on the south side of Merrill 
St. west of Old Woodward Ave. The parcel is zoned B-4, Business-Residential and D-4 in the 
Downtown Overlay District. The applicant, 220 Restaurant, is proposing to renovate the existing 
interior of the restaurant and to update and enlarge the outdoor dining area across the front of the 
building. A new door system is also proposed to replace a window on the existing façade to allow 
direct access from the restaurant into the outdoor dining area. The establishment will remain as 220 
Restaurant, operating under the existing Class C liquor license. The applicant is required to obtain a 
Special Land Use Permit ("SLUP") due to the change in ownership of both the restaurant and the 
liquor license. Article 06 section 6.02 Continuance of Nonconformity, A (5) requires that any 
establishment with alcoholic beverage sales (on-premise consumption) shall obtain a ("SLUP") upon 
change in ownership or name of establishment, or upon application for a site plan review. 

Accordingly, the applicant is required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on the 
Final Site Plan and SLUP, and then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan 
and SLUP. As the proposed establishment is located within the Central Business District Historic 
District, the applicant is also required to appear before the Historic District Commission. 

There is an unscreened dumpster at the rear of the building which is visible from the vias to the 
south and west of the building. The applicant will be required to screen the dumpster or 
obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

Design Review 
The applicant is proposing to renovate the north elevation of the building by reconfiguring the 
central bay, and adding glass doors with sidelites in metal frames with a bronze finish to match the 
existing windows. The existing transom windows in this bay are proposed to remain. This new door 
will improve access and circulation in the area of the outdoor dining as guests and servers will be 
able to access the outdoor dining area directly from the building without having to go in and out of 
the main entrance door to the restaurant.  

No signage changes are proposed at this time. The name of the restaurant will remain the same. 

The applicant is proposing to expand the existing 360 sq. ft. outdoor dining area to both the east 
and west to extend the full length of the property. The existing outdoor dining area will also extend 
into the public sidewalk to the north. The total outdoor dining area proposed is 825 sq. ft. 

Nine 24 in. by 30 in. two-top dining tables with stainless steel bases and white carrarra marble table 
tops are proposed within the expanded outdoor dining area.  Ten 32 in. by 48 in. four-top dining 
tables with stainless steel bases and white carrarra marble table tops are also proposed. Sixty-four 



powder coated aluminum chairs in lime green are proposed for use at all dining tables. Sunbrella 
“Canvas Walnut” fabric chair cushions are proposed for each dining chair. 

The applicant also proposes to install a pergola structure constructed of 5 ft. steel tube columns 
and 3 ft. aluminum cross bars, with overhead planters and lights in the central portion of the 
outdoor dining area at 11 ft. above grade. 

The required 5 ft. pedestrian pathway will be maintained along the entire frontage of the building. 

Mr. Christopher Longe, Architect, said their proposal opens up the rear of the restaurant to the front 
and to the street.  Chairs and tables in the outdoor area are all movable.  In response to Ms. 
Whipple-Boyce's inquiry, the space between tables is adequate at 3 ft.  His preference was to put in 
a regular door in the middle and not a roll-up door.  In answer to Ms. Lazar, the food will stay about 
the same. The chef will remain.  On the interior, the paneling will be stained.  Valet parking is not 
part of their plan.  They hope to open by June 1.  

Motion by Mr. DeWeese 
Seconded by Mr. Williams that the Planning Board approve the applicant's request for 
Final Site Plan and a SLUP for 220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant, with the following 
conditions: 

There were no public comments on the motion at 10:05 p.m. 

Motion carried, 6-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  DeWeese, Williams, Boyle, Koseck, Lazar, Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF June 17, 2015 

HISTORIC DESIGN AND SIGN REVIEW 
220 E. Merrill 
220 Restaurant Legendary Steaks 
CBD Historic District 

Zoning:  B-4 Business Residential 

Proposal:  The applicant proposes to renovate the tenant space front elevation of a one-
story, multi-tenant non-contributing building in the CBD Historic District. The tenant space is 
currently occupied by Max and Erma’s. The applicant proposes to extend the façade toward 
the sidewalk and apply new finishes and add a new canopy. The applicant also proposes to 
install planters and outdoor dining. The project requires a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP), 
so the applicant will be reviewed for the SLUP application, additional square footage, 
signage and the outdoor dining at the November 14, 2012, Planning Board Meeting. The 
applicant will receive final review at a City Commission meeting in December. 

Design:  The applicant proposes to demolish the existing façade and construct a new 
façade. The east half of the new facade will extend an additional 6 ft. out to the edge of the 
existing second-story overhang. Artificial timber planks stained with Sherwin Williams 
Woodscape Plum Mahogany are proposed to be mounted over the main entrance, and the 
bays east and west of it. A Heritage Cast Stone arch in Greystone is proposed and is to be 
mounted in the wall beneath the wood timber plank, and a matching stone is proposed to 
be applied at the base of the existing columns. The applicant proposes to add Sturgis 
Natural Thin Stone Veneer in Crystal Ridge to the new façade and existing columns of the 
building. 

A new storefront window system will be installed in the new facade. Kawneer aluminum 
windows in Boysenberry will have aluminum detailing in Light Bronze. Six windows with 
transoms are proposed on the east side of the recessed entrance which consists of a set of 
three windows on either side of the column. The proposed recessed entry will have a single 
window placed perpendicular to the east side of the Marvin Windows glass double door 
stained to match the timber plank. An additional single window is proposed west of the 
double doors. 
Two windows and a door with transoms are proposed for the west end of the façade. 

The applicant proposes to install a canopy over the entire length of the main entrance. The 
canopy finish will match the Boysenberry window frame. A door with a transom and stained 
to match the timber is proposed for the east elevation of the new addition. 

Illumination:  The applicant proposes to install two Hinkley Casa Extra Large wall lanterns. 

Mr. Henry Clover, Clover Architects, Kansas City, and Mr. Fred Timm, President of 220 
RestaurantLegendary Steaks, were present.  Mr. Clover explained that the intent of their 
proposed design is to add life to the front facade by pulling the building out flush with the 



second floor.  He went on to highlight the design and pass around material samples.  Mr. 
Timm described 220 Restaurantas being a high-end steak restaurant.  

Ms. Bashiri advised that the applicant will need to present cut views of the signage that 
show how it is mounted.  Mr. Clover indicated the sign will be back-lit. 

Mr. Willoughby urged the applicant to construct the arch out of the same stone so that it is 
not yet another element on a building that already has too much decoration.  Mr. Clover 
agreed to check if it is possible to do that with the stone.   

Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Mr. Goldman to approve the design for 220 E. Merrill, 220 
RestaurantLegendary Steaks, with capability of getting administrative approval 
should they be able to successfully change the arch to fieldstone, and to make 
sure that the 220 Restaurantsign complies with the Ordinance. 

Motion carried, 4-0. 

Mr. Timm said their price point is half or less than a lot of high priced restaurants in town.  
The entire inside will be renovated. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Willoughby, Goldman, Lekas, Gehringer 
Nays: None 
Absent:  Henke, Deyer, Weisberg 
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LAW OFFICES 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

39572 Woodward, Suite 222 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 

Telephone (248)  540-7400  
Facsimile (248)  540-7401 

www.ANAfirm.com 

PHILLIP G. ADKISON 
KELLY A. ALLEN 
JESSICA A. HALLMARK 
GREGORY K. NEED 
G. HANS RENTROP 

OF COUNSEL:  
KEVIN M. CHUDLER 
SARAH J. GABIS 
LINDA S. MAYER 

September 28, 2017 

Via Hand Delivery and Electronic Mail 

Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
City of Birmingham 
151 Martin St. 
Birmingham, MI 48012 

Re: Special Land Use and Final Site Plan Application for 
220 Merrill Street Lower Level 

Dear Ms. Ecker: 

220 Restaurant Hospitality, LLC requests City approval for a Special Land Use Permit 
and a Final Site Plan to enable the lower level of the building (f/k/a Edison’s) to reopen. 

The plan is to open the lower level for special events, private parties, and the public.  The 
hours would be the same as the hours for the main restaurant. A food menu will be offered.  

The lower level may have low-key entertainment, such as jazz music and a piano bar. 

There will be no changes to the façade or layout of the lower level.  There will be 
upgrades of the plumbing, electrical, and HVAC systems. 

The Michigan Liquor Control Commission has approved the lower level as part of the 
licensed premises, as well as the following permits: Add Bar, Sunday Sales (AM and PM), 
Dance/Entertainment, and Outdoor Service. 

Enclosed for your review are the following: 

1. Special Land Use Permit Application;

2. Elevations;

3. Floor plan;

4. Deed; and



Jana Ecker 
September 28, 2017 
Page 2 of 2 

m:\elia, zaid\220 merrill street\lower level slup application\corres\2017-09-28 ltr to jecker enc slup and final site plan app.docx 

5. Check for $2,800.00.

Please contact me if you need any further information or documentation.  We would 
appreciate being placed on the Planning Board agenda as soon as possible. 

Thank you, as always, for your assistance. 

Very truly yours, 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 

Kelly A. Allen 
/kjf 
Enclosures 

Cc: Matt Baka 
Zaid Elia 











MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE:        November 1, 2017 

TO:             Planning Board  

FROM:           Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 

APPROVED BY:   Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

SUBJECT:            220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant – Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment   

Executive Summary 

The subject site, currently 220 Restaurant, is located at 220 E. Merrill, on the south side of Merrill 
west of Old Woodward. The parcel is located in the B-4, Business-Residential zoning district and is 
also zoned D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District, and is located in a historic district. At this time, 
the applicant is proposing to utilize a portion of the basement of the building (formerly Edison’s) to 
use for special events, private parties, and the public as an extension to 220 restaurant on the first 
floor.   The applicant has indicated that the proposed lower level of 220 Restaurant will offer a food 
menu (the same as that offered on the main floor of the existing restaurant) and will host low-key 
entertainment, such as jazz music and piano music, in the space.  Business hours would be the 
same as those of the main restaurant.  No changes to the existing building facade or first floor plan 
are proposed.   

As no exterior changes are proposed to the building, historic review by the Historic District 
Commission is not required at this time. 

The subject site currently operates under a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) as 220 restaurant 
serves alcoholic beverages under a Class C liquor license. No changes are proposed to the name of 
the establishment or to the ownership of the existing establishment.  The only change proposed at 
this time is to amend the SLUP to include the lower level as part of 220 restaurant.  The Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission has already approved the basement of the 220 E. Merrill as part of the 
licensed premises, and thus no licensing changes are required with the State of Michigan.  

However, in accordance with Article 06 section 6.02 Continuance of Nonconformity,  A(5) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, any establishment with alcoholic beverage sales (on-premises consumption) shall 
obtain a Special Land Use Permit upon change in ownership or name of establishment, or upon 
application for a site plan review. As the applicant is proposing to expand the square footage of the 
restaurant operating under the existing SLUP, site plan review is required.  Accordingly, the 
applicant is required to obtain a recommendation from the Planning Board on the Final Site Plan 



and SLUP Amendment, and then obtain approval from the City Commission for the Final Site Plan 
and SLUP Amendment.  

1.0 Land Use and Zoning  

1.1  Existing Land Use – The existing site is used for retail and commercial purposes, 
including an eating establishment with alcoholic beverage sales.  Land uses 
surrounding the site are also retail and commercial, with multi-family residential to 
the north. 

1.2  Existing Zoning – The property is currently zoned B-4, Business Residential and D-4 
in the Downtown Overlay District.  The existing use and surrounding uses appear to 
conform to the permitted uses of each Zoning District. 

1.3  Summary of Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes existing land use 
and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject site. 

North South East West 

Existing Land 
Use 

Commercial / 
Retail and 
Residential 

Commercial / 
Retail 

Commercial / 
Retail 

Commercial / 
Retail 

Existing 
Zoning 
District 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

B-4, Business-
Residential 

Downtown 
Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

D-4 D-4 D-4 D-4 

2.0  Screening and Landscaping 

2.1 Screening – No screening is required, nor proposed at this time.  The applicant was 
previously required to screen mechanical equipment and a dumpster at the rear of 
the building, which was completed.  

2.2 Landscaping – No changes are proposed at this time.  

3.0 Parking, Loading, Access, and Circulation  

3.1 Parking – No changes are proposed.  Parking is not required as the site is located 
within the Parking Assessment District. 



3.2 Loading – No changes are proposed.  Existing loading occurs from the adjacent 
alleys to the west and south of the building. 

3.3 Vehicular Access & Circulation - Vehicular access to the building will not be altered.   

3.4    Pedestrian Access & Circulation – No changes are proposed to either pedestrian 
circulation or the existing outdoor dining layout. 

3.5  Streetscape – The applicant is not proposing to alter the existing sidewalk, street 
trees, or light poles.  However, there is one street tree missing from a tree 
well in front of the existing 220 restaurant which the applicant was 
required to plant as part of their previous approval.  This was not done, 
and thus the applicant will be required to add the required street tree to 
the existing open tree well.  At the time of planting, the new tree must 
measure at least 3” DBH.  The species of tree must be approved by the 
Department of Public Services. 

4.0 Lighting  

No new lighting is proposed at this time to the exterior of the building. 

5.0 Departmental Reports 

5.1 Engineering Division – The Engineering Division has no concerns.   

5.2 Department of Public Services – The DPS has stated that the applicant still owes the 
City a new tree in the tree well located in front of the building on E. Merrill. 

5.3 Fire Department – The Fire Department has no concerns with the concept of 
occupying this lower level space.  However, a readable set of floor plans, with 
all required information, will need to be submitted before approval of any 
occupancy of this space, and for the evaluation of this space, for the 
allowable occupant load. This space is only approved for storage at this 
time.  Additionally this space will require a full final inspection before 
occupancy. 

5.4 Police Department - No comments have been received at this time, but will 
be provided prior to the Planning Board meeting on November 8, 2017.   

5.5 Building Division – No comments have been received at this time, but will be 
provided prior to the Planning Board meeting on November 8, 2017.   

6.0 Design Review 

The applicant is not proposing any design changes to the exterior of the subject building.  

The interior of the existing restaurant on the first floor currently has 145 seats in the dining 
room, 17 seats at the bar, and 8 seats in a lounge area near the front entrance, for an 



existing total of 170 interior seats on the first floor.  No interior changes are proposed for 
the first floor at this time.  The applicant is now proposing to incorporate the lower level of 
the building (formerly Edison’s) into the existing 220 restaurant on the first floor.  The 
addition of the lower level will add 77 seats in the open area around the bar, and 9 seats at 
the bar.  A piano is also proposed to provide low key entertainment for guests.  The 
applicant has stated that the lower level will be an extension of the first floor restaurant, but 
it may be used for private events at times, and open to the general public at other times. 
The furniture plan for the lower level appears to be lounge style seating with cocktail tables.  
Only 3 full size dining tables are provided in the area between the bar and the piano, thus 
suggesting more of a lounge atmosphere than the first floor restaurant space.  With the 
addition of the lower level to the restaurant, a total of 256 seats will be provided between 
the dining areas, lounge areas and the upper and lower bar areas. 

7.0 Downtown Birmingham 2016 Overlay District 

The site is located within the D-4 zone of the DB 2016 Regulating Plan, and is within the 
Downtown Birmingham Overlay District.  The proposed plans conform to the provisions of 
the D-4 overlay zoning district, and continue to implement the goals of the plan.   

8.0 Approval Criteria 

In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed plans for 
development must meet the following conditions: 

(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there is 
adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and access to the persons 
occupying the structure. 

(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that there 
will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to adjacent lands and 
buildings. 

(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such that they 
will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property not diminish the value 
thereof. 

(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be such as to 
not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings in the 
neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this chapter. 

(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to provide 
adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 



9.0 Approval Criteria for Special Land Use Permits 

Article 07, section 7.34 of the Zoning Ordinance specifies the procedures and approval 
criteria for Special Land Use Permits. Use approval, site plan approval, and design review 
are the responsibilities of the City Commission. This section reads, in part: 

Prior to its consideration of a special land use application (SLUP) for an initial permit or an 
amendment to a permit, the City Commission shall refer the site plan and the design 
to the Planning Board for its review and recommendation. After receiving the 
recommendation, the City Commission shall review the site plan and design of 
the buildings and uses proposed for the site described in the application of amendment.  

The City Commission’s approval of any special land use application or amendment pursuant 
to this section shall constitute approval of the site plan and design.  

10.0 Suggested Action 

Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board recommend APPROVAL to the City Commission of the applicant’s request for 
Final Site Plan and a SLUP amendment for 220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant to enable the 
restaurant to reopen the basement for food and alcoholic beverage sales, public use, special 
events, private parties, and low-key entertainment.  

11.0 Sample Motion Language 

Based on a review of the site plans submitted, the Planning Division recommends that the 
Planning Board recommend APPROVAL to the City Commission of the applicant’s request for 
Final Site Plan and a SLUP Amendment for 220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant with the following 
conditions: 

1. Add the required street tree to the existing open tree well, with a minimum
caliper of 3” DBH at the time of planting;  and 
2. Complete and legible plans, with all required information, will need to be
submitted before approval of any occupancy of this space, and for the evaluation of 
this space for the allowable occupant load; and  
3. Compliance with the requests of all departments.

OR 

Motion to recommend DENIAL of the Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment to the City 
Commission for 220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant for the following reasons: 

1. ________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________

OR 



Motion to recommend POSTPONEMENT of the Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment for 220 
E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant, pending receipt of the following: 

1. ________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________
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Planning Board Minutes
November 8, 2017 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ("SLUP") AMENDMENT 
FINAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. 220 E. Merrill, 220 Restaurant
Request for approval of a Final Site Plan and SLUP Amendment to expand the

establishment into    the lower level of the building 

Ms. Ecker advised the subject site, currently 220 Restaurant, is located on the south side of 
Merrill, west of Old Woodward Ave. The parcel is located in the B-4 Business-Residential Zoning 
District and is also zoned D-4 in the Downtown Overlay District, and is located in a Historic 
District. 

She explained there are two issues, the State Licensing issue and the City zoning issue.  At the 
State, the lower level is already included in the applicant's licensed premises area and they have 
a Class C Liquor License with an Entertainment Permit.  From the City's standpoint, the approval 
of 220 Restaurant did not include the basement.   

At this time, the applicant is proposing to utilize a portion of the basement of the building for 
special events, private parties, and the public as an extension of the 220 Restaurant on the first 
floor. The applicant has indicated that the proposed lower level of the restaurant will offer a 
food menu (the same as that offered on the main floor of the existing restaurant) and will host 
low-key entertainment, such as jazz music and piano music, in the space.  

Business hours would be the same as those of the main restaurant.  

The only issue outside has been called out by the Dept. of Public Services ('DPS") who says the 
applicant has not added the required street tree to the existing open tree well in the front, 

No changes to the existing building facade or first floor plan are proposed. As no exterior 
changes are proposed to the building, historic review by the Historic District Commission is not 
required at this time.  

Design Review 
No interior changes are proposed for the first floor at this time. The applicant is now proposing 
to incorporate the lower level of the building (formerly Edison’s) into the existing 220 
Restaurant on the first floor.  

The addition of the lower level will add 77 seats in the open area around the bar, and  nine 
seats at the bar. A piano is also proposed to provide low key entertainment for guests. The 
furniture plan for the lower level appears to be lounge style seating with cocktail tables. Only 
three full size dining tables are provided in the area between the bar and the piano, thus 
suggesting more of a lounge atmosphere than the first floor restaurant space. With the addition 
of the lower level to the restaurant, a total of 256 seats will be provided between the dining 
areas, lounge areas and the upper and lower bar areas. 

Ms. Kelly Allen, Attorney, was present with Mr. Zaid Elia on behalf of 220 Restaurant.  She 
explained for Mr. Boyle that an Entertainment Permit allows 220 to have music, karaoke, closed 
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circuit television, and stand-up comedians. An entertainment agreement with the City is pretty 
strict with regard to what kind of entertainment is allowed.   

There were no comments from the public at 8:26 p.m. 

Motion by Mr. Williams 
Seconded by Mr. Boyle that based on a review of the site plans submitted, the 
Planning Board recommends approval to the City Commission of the applicant’s 
request for Final Site Plan and a SLUP Amendment for 220 E. Merrill, 220 
Restaurant, with the following conditions:  
1. Add the required street tree to the existing open tree well, with a minimum
caliper of 3 in. DBH at the time of planting;  
2. Complete and legible plans, with all required information, will need to be
submitted before approval of any occupancy of this space, and for the evaluation of 
this space for the allowable occupant load; and 
3. Compliance with the requests of all City departments.

No one from the public commented on the motion at 7:27 p.m. 

Motion carried, 6-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Williams, Boyle, Jeffares, Koseck, Lazar,Whipple-Boyce 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Clein 
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MEMORANDUM 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

DATE: December 19, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project, Contract #1-18(P) 
Contract Award 

On April 13, 2017, bids were opened on the first Old Woodward Ave. Paving bid package, 
known as Contract #2-17(P).  After review of the two bids received compared to what was 
budgeted at that time, the City Commission voted at their meeting of April 24, 2017 to reject all 
bids. 

At the meeting of July 10, 2017, the City Commission reviewed design elements of the first bid 
package, and directed staff to proceed with new plans that would include: 

a) Removal and replacement of the DTE Energy street lights with new Hadco street lights
matching the design and features that have been installed on other recent street
renovation projects within the Central Business District.

b) Installation of a separate City owned underground electrical system on the Old
Woodward Ave. portion of the project, providing 24-hour access to power, as well as
charging station bollards at various locations throughout the project.

c) Standard concrete street pavement, as well as sawcut concrete sidewalks accented with
exposed aggregate concrete sidewalks along the curb line of both streets, matching the
general design intent used on other recent street renovation projects within the Central
Business District.

With that direction, the Engineering Dept. proceeded to modify the bidding documents to this 
intent, simplifying the bid package, particularly in the area of the pavement elements of the 
project.  Additional review was also given to the sewer design, in order to remove areas of 
uncertainty about the status of various existing pipelines within the project.  In addition, new 
provisions were also added to the contract to encourage timely performance on this project. 

On November 7, 2017, the plans were re-issued for bids under the new name of Contract #1-
18(P), with a focus on quality completion in the shortest possible timeframe.  A contract final 
completion date of July 27, 2018 was included, to encourage completion of underground work 
during colder weather when the business community is less active, as well as a strong 
bonus/penalty clause to encourage high production on every work day.  Other unique time 
factor items written into the contract include: 

1. Standard working hours on the project shall be 7 AM to 10 PM, six days per week
(standard working hours end at 7 PM every day).
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2. The allowance of a complete closure of Maple Rd. to all vehicle traffic at the Old 
Woodward Ave. intersection for three weekend periods, and the complete closure of 
Brown St. to all vehicle traffic for one weekend period (both with provisions encouraging 
full production on Sundays). 

 
On December 15, 2017, the Engineering Department opened bids on the above referenced 
project.  Attached are the bid results. Three companies submitted bids for this project.  At the 
bid opening, the apparent low bidder was F.D.M. Contracting, Inc.  However, after checking the 
math within all submitted proposals, a major math error in the apparent low bid increased their 
number substantially, now making the low bidder Angelo Iafrate Construction Co., with their 
corrected bid price of $7,078,773.33.  This compares well to the low bid received last April of 
$6,870,000.   
 
The following summarizes how the various funds budgeted for this project compared to the bid 
prices received.  Although some funds will require a budget amendment, the total cost of the 
project is less than budget by approximately $180,000: 
 

FUND BUDGET BID VARIANCE 

    GENERAL FUND (STREETSCAPE)  $     1,758,590   $     2,315,249     $      (556,659) 
MAJOR STREET FUND: 

        ROAD         2,678,250            2,199,258               478,992  
     TRAFFIC SIGNAL             400,000               418,830               (18,830) 
WATER FUND             823,070               904,215               (81,145) 
SEWER FUND         1,599,610            1,223,201               376,409  

AUTO PARKING FUND                        -                    18,020               (18,020) 
TOTAL ROAD COSTS         7,259,520            7,078,773               180,747  

    STREETLIGHTS (FY 18-19)             450,000  
  TOTAL PROJECT  $     7,709,520  
   

Angelo Iafrate has not historically worked for the City of Birmingham, but they are a reputable 
and capable firm.  Their most recent project in the immediate area was the reconstruction of 
Big Beaver Rd., from Woodward Ave. to Adams Rd., completed in 2016 for the Road 
Commission for Oakland Co.  Other projects that they have completed that are more similar to 
our downtown project include: 
 

• M-150 (Rochester Rd.) reconstruction in downtown Rochester (2012). 
• Streetscape project for Little Caesars arena (Detroit) valued at $11 million. 
• Woodward Ave. reconstruction for the new Q-Line transit system in the City of Detroit, 

valued at $16.3 million. 
• Concrete reconstruction of M-59 between M-53 and Romeo Plank Rd., valued at $20 

million. 
 
After reviewing the history of these other larger projects, we are confident that they are 
qualified to perform the work on this contract. 
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As is required for all of the City’s construction projects, Iafrate has submitted a 5% bid security 
with their bid which will be forfeited if they do not provide the signed contracts and required 
bonds and insurance required by the contract following the award by the City Commission. 
 
The project will completely remove and replace the existing underlying concrete pavement and 
asphalt overlay currently on the full length of Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St., 
including the Brown St. intersection, as well as 400 ft. of Maple Rd. from west of Pierce St. to 
east of Old Woodward Ave.  Work will include replacement of the water and sewer system, 
replacement of traffic signals at three intersections, and installation of a new fiber optic system, 
City-owned electrical system, and all new landscaping with irrigation.   
 
The Contractor is required to submit a preliminary construction schedule within three weeks of 
the contract award.  We will be encouraging them to start early in the season if at all possible.  
The Engineering Dept. will continue to work with the BSD and the City Manager’s office to 
communicate to the businesses and property owners throughout the construction project. 
 
This contract includes a provision for street closure assessments designed to act as an incentive 
to complete the project within the allowed time as bid on the bidding document, or in this case, 
125 calendar days (four months and one week).  Using this provision, if the contractor should 
keep the road closed longer than 125 days, they will be assessed $3,000 per day.  If the 
contractor should complete the project quicker than 125 days, and open the road to traffic 
accordingly, the City shall pay a bonus at double the penalty rate, or $6,000 per day.  
 
Since this is a complex project that includes improvements to several of the City’s systems, the 
costs for this project will be charged to six different accounts: 
 
Sewer Fund    590-536.001-981.0100 $1,223,201.26 
Water Fund    591-537.004-981.0100 $   904,215.08 
Major Streets Fund    202-449.001-981.0100 $2,199,260.26 
Major Street Fund (Traffic Control) 202-303.001-977.0100 $   418,827.88 
General Fund (Sidewalk  
  Assessment District)   101-444.001-985.7400          $2,315,248.79  
APS Fund (Parking meters)  585-305.000-811.0000          $    18,020.00 
TOTAL                 $7,078,773.32 
 
It is recommended that the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project, Contract #1-18(P), be awarded 
to Angelo Iafrate Construction Co, Inc. of Warren, MI in the amount of $7,078,773.32.   
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SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To award the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project, Contract #1-18(P), to Angelo Iafrate 
Construction Co., of Warren, MI, in the amount of $7,078,773.32, to be funded from the 
following accounts: 
 
 
Sewer Fund    590-536.001-981.0100 $1,223,201.26 
Water Fund    591-537.004-981.0100 $   904,215.08 
Major Streets Fund    202-449.001-981.0100 $2,199,260.26 
Major Street Fund (Traffic Control) 202-303.001-977.0100 $   418,827.88 
General Fund (Sidewalks)  101-444.001-985.7400          $2,315,248.79  
APS Fund (Parking meters)  585-305.000-811.0000          $    18,020.00 
TOTAL                 $7,078,773.32 
 
And further; to approve the appropriation and amendment to the 2017-2018 General Fund and 
Water Fund budgets as follows: 
 
General Fund 
Revenues: 

Draw from Fund Balance 
101-000.000-400.0000    $556,659 

Total Revenue       $556,659 
 
Expenditures: 

Sidewalk-Construction/Public Improvements 
101.444.001-985.7400    $556,659 

Total Expenditures      $556,659 
 
 
Water Fund 
Revenues: 

Draw from Net Position 
591-0000.000-400.0000    $81,145 

Total Revenue       $81,145 
 
Expenditures: 

Water Mains Capital Improvements 
591-537.004-981.0100     $81,145 

Total Expenditures      $81,145 
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Company Name Addendums
5% Bid 

Security
Base Bid

Angelo Iafrate Construction Company No. 1, 2 & 3 Bond 7,078,773.33$           *

F.D.M. Contracting, Inc. No. 1, 2 & 3 Bond 7,172,101.10$           *

Dan's Excavating, Inc. No. 1, 2 & 3 Bond 7,827,900.10$           

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM

OLD WOODWARD AVE. PAVING PROJECT 

CONTRACT # 1‐18 (P)

BID SUMMARY

December 15, 2017 ‐ 2:00 PM



MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

DATE: December 26, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 
Sewer & Water Lateral Special Assessment District 
Streetscape Special Assessment District 

In accordance with current policy, the Engineering Dept. plans to replace all older sewer laterals 
underneath the new proposed pavement on the above project, which includes Old Woodward 
Ave. between Willits St. and Brown St., as well as approximately 400 ft. of Maple Rd. west and 
east of Old Woodward Ave.  In addition, per policy authorized within the last year, all water 
services less than 1 inch diameter shall be replaced with 1 inch.  As a part of this new policy, all 
lead water services shall be replaced at owner expense, matching the size of the existing 
service, or at least 1 inch dia., and assessed to the adjacent owners. 

As recommended under separate cover, it is anticipated that this construction contract will be 
awarded to Angelo Iafrate Construction Co., with their low bid of $$7,078,773.32.  As outlined 
on the attached spreadsheet, existing pipelines to be replaced range from 6 inch to 12 inch 
diameter for sewer services, and 1 inch to 2 inch for water services.  The wide variety is a 
function of the similar variety of building ages, sizes, and uses in the project area.   

In the past, the City has compared the low bidder’s price for sewer and water services with the 
other bidders, to ensure the price of this work, which will be assessed, reflects the actual value 
of the work.  Since most of the services will be either a 6 inch sewer service or a 1 inch water 
service, the focus of this comparison is based on these categories.  A list of the sewer and 
water lateral bid prices for all the bidders follows below: 

CONTRACTOR 
(in order of lowest to highest bidder based on total 

price) 

BID PRICE 
6” SEWER 

(PER FOOT) 

BID PRICE 
1” WATER 

(PER FOOT) 
Angelo Iafrate Construction Co. $103.00 $65.00 
FDM Contracting, Inc. $90.00 $60.00 
Dan’s Excavating Co. $100.00 $60.00 
Average Price Per Foot  $97.67  $61.67 

In both cases, the low bidder’s price is less than 6% higher than the average price bid among 
the three bids received.  Considering the very difficult work environment if these property 
owners waited until their sewer service failed, or if they needed to bring the building to current 
code, replacing these pipes within this congested work area would be both a costly and 
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disruptive process.  We believe charging the low bidder’s price ($103 & $65 respectively), is 
appropriate. 
 
Prices for the larger sewer and water services that will apply for this special assessment district 
are as follows: 
 
8 inch sewer = $110 per foot 
10 inch sewer = $119 per foot 
12 inch sewer = $127 per foot 
 
1½ inch water = $70 per foot 
2 inch water = $80 per foot 
 
Total estimated costs for these service replacements are as outlined on the attached 
spreadsheet.  The average estimated cost for a 6 inch sewer service replacement is $2,493, 
while the average estimated cost for a 1 inch water service replacement is $2,123.  Although 
not fully reflected on the spreadsheet, it is noted that we are working with the developers of 
the 298 S. Old Woodward Ave. project (Boutique Hotel), and plan to install both new sewer and 
water service connections to suit their needs, 100% at their cost, as a part of this project.   
 
It is recommended that a public hearing of necessity for the replacement of sewer and water 
services be scheduled at the Monday, February 12, 2018 City Commission meeting.  It is further 
recommended that the public hearing to confirm the roll be held on Monday, February 26, 2018 
at the prices charged by the lowest bidder, as outlined in the attached estimated assessment 
roll.   
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
RESOLVED, that the City Commission shall meet on Monday, February 12, 2018, at 7:30 P.M., 

for the purpose of conducting a public hearing of necessity for the installation of 
sewer and water services within the Old Woodward Ave. Paving project area.  Be 
it further  

 
RESOLVED, that the City Commission meet on Monday, February 26, 2018, at 7:30 P.M. for the 

purpose of conducting a public hearing to confirm the roll for the installation of 
sewer and water services in the Old Woodward Ave. Paving project area. 
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SEWER & WATER SERVICE CHART

Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project - Contract #1-18(P)

Address Street Type of Pipe Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd Estd Water Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd
Installed Length Cost Cost Cost Cost Type Installed Length Cost Cost Cost

6" 8" 10" 12" 1" 1.5" 2"
$103 $110 $119 $127 $65 $70 $80

===================================================================================================================== ====================== =======
                                                   Old Woodward Ave. - Willits St. to Brown St. 

WEST SIDE
275 N. Old Woodward Ave. On Willits 1956 N 0 On Willits 1998 N 0
275 8" Unknown --- Y 28 $3,080
265 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1997 N 0

233-239 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 1.5" Lead --- Y 65 $4,550
233-239 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884
215-229 On Alley 2005 N 0 1.5" Copper --- N 0
215-229 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884

205 On Alley 1965 N 0 1.5" Copper 1958 N 0
205 Unknown --- N 0

183-191 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 4" Ductile Iron 1985 N 0
183-191 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1983 N 0

167 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1984 N 0
101-135 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 4" Ductile Iron 1979 N 0
101-135 P.V.C. 2002 N 0

100 S. Old Woodward Ave. Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 6" Ductile Iron 2016 N 0
106-112 Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 2" Copper 1991 N 0
114-116 Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 4" Ductile Iron 1991 N 0

120 1.5" Copper --- N 0
124-128 Unknown --- Y 31 $3,193 2" Lead --- Y 41 $3,280
124-128 Unknown --- Y 31 $3,193
138-142 Orangeburg 1953 Y 31 $3,193 1.5" Copper 1987 N 0

142 3/4" Lead --- Y 41 $2,665
154 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 4" Cast Iron --- N 0

160-162 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 1" Copper 1995 N 0
164-168 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 1.5" Lead --- Y 41 $2,870
176-180 On E. Merrill 1967 N 0 On Merrill 1967 N 0
200-210 12" Concrete 1979 N 0 6" Ductile Iron 1979 N 0

298 6" WL Storm 1971 N 0 On Brown 1964 N 0
298 6" OB Storm 1963 Y 62 $7,874
298 On Brown 1969 N 0
300 On Brown --- N 0 On Brown --- N 0



Address Street Type of Pipe Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd Estd Water Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd
Installed Length Cost Cost Cost Cost Type Installed Length Cost Cost Cost

6" 8" 10" 12" 1" 1.5" 2"
$103 $110 $119 $127 $65 $70 $80

===================================================================================================================== ====================== =======
EAST SIDE

280 N. Old Woodward Ave. 10" Concrete 1973 N 0 On Ferndale 1973 N 0
250-270 12" PVC 2001 N 0 8" Ductile Iron 2001 N 0
250-270 12" PVC 2001 N 0

188 Orangeburg 1953 Y 10 $1,030 On Hamilton 1970 N 0
188 Orangeburg 1950 Y 10 $1,030

152-172 Unknown --- Y 10 $1,030 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
152-172 8" Cast Iron --- Y 10 $1,030 6" Ductile Iron --- N 0
132-136 Wedgelock 1967 Y 10 $1,030 3/4" Lead --- Y 40 $2,600
132-136 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
100-124 Orangeburg 1957 Y 12 $1,236 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
100-124 Clay --- Y 10 $1,030 4" Ductile Iron 2008 N 0
101-115 S. Old Woodward Ave. 10" Clay --- Y 10 $1,190 Through 177

177 8" PVC 2007 N 0 6" Ductile Iron 2007 N 0
181-187 Cast Iron 1946 Y 10 $1,030 6" Ductile Iron 1996 N 0

201 10" Unknown --- Y 38 $4,522 2" Copper --- N 0
211 Off Peabody 1996 N 0 Off Peabody 1996 N 0

217-239 Unknown --- Y 38 $3,914 Through 187
217-239 8" Cast Iron --- Y 10 $1,100
255-275 Off Alley 1983 N 0 8" Ductile Iron 1983 N 0

325 6" P.V.C. 2003 N 0 4" Ductile Iron 1990 N 0

W. Maple Rd. -        Pierce St. to E. of Old Woodward Ave.

NORTH SIDE
142 W. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- Y 24 $2,472 3/4" Lead --- Y 16 $1,040
138 Off Alley --- N 0 3/4" Lead --- Y 16 $1,040

120-122 Off Alley --- N 0 1.5" Copper --- N 0
129-135 E. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- Y 27 $2,781 3/4" Copper --- Y 17 $1,105
205-213 Unk. - To Maple --- Y 28 $2,884 3/4" Copper --- Y 17 $1,105

SOUTH SIDE
137-139 W. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- N 0 3/4" Lead --- Y 49 $3,185

123 On Pierce --- N 0 1.5" Copper 1947 N 0
115 On Pierce 2013 N 0 On Pierce 1939 N 0

TOTALS $72,306 $4,180 $5,712 $7,874 $12,740 $15,820 $3,280
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MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

DATE: December 26, 2017 

TO: Joseph Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Proposed Sidewalk Streetscape Assessment 
Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 

As noted in related memos, Old Woodward Ave. will be reconstructed in the upcoming year, 
including new streetscape in front of each existing business.  On both the Old Woodward Ave. 
and Maple Rd. segments of the project, the new streetscape will consist of an enhanced version 
of the downtown standard sawcut concrete sidewalk with exposed aggregate sidewalk between 
the main pedestrian path and the street.  Elements of the new streetscape design to be 
included in this project include: 

• All new concrete and exposed aggregate sidewalks from the building face to the back of
curbs.

• Removal and replacement of all street trees, including excavation and replacement with
the equivalent of 1,000 cu.ft. of specially formulated soil designed to encourage tree
growth.

• Enlarged, raised planter beds around each new street tree, framed by a 6 inch high
exposed aggregate curb, with irrigation, and professionally designed landscaping.

• Granite seating areas where space permits.

In addition, on the Old Woodward Ave. frontages, a new City-owned underground electrical 
system shall be installed to provide new lighting opportunities for trees, future computerized 
information kiosks, and cell phone charging stations.   

On previous projects of this nature, it has been the City’s policy to assess 75% of the 
streetscape improvements.  The estimated cost per square foot for streetscape, based on the 
prices charged by the low bidder, comes to: 

Old Woodward Ave. Frontage = $38.03 
Maple Rd. Frontage = $32.59 

While the assessment district unit rate is higher than numbers being charged on previous 
downtown assessment districts, the level of quality being proposed for the new streetscape is 
substantially elevated.  It is also important to note that the amount to be collected represents 
only about 22% of the total expenditure being undertaken by the City to accomplish this 
project.  Further, each year the City will bill one-tenth of the expense, as would be done on 
other special assessment districts, plus interest, making the cost more manageable on an 
annual basis.   
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The attached map highlights those property frontages that would be subject to a sidewalk 
streetscape assessment.  A detailed spreadsheet is also attached with estimated assessment 
values.  For purposes of the assessment district, 298 S. Old Woodward Ave. (the Boutique Hotel 
property) has been included in the district.  It has been included in case the project plans 
change, and the City elects to proceed with improvements in this area.  However, if the 
adjacent project begins at about the same time as the City’s project (as the developer is 
currently indicating) then the cost for streetscape improvements in this area will not be 
expended by the City, nor charged to the property owner.   
 
We acknowledge that a project of this nature will create serious concerns for the adjacent 
businesses.  With that in mind, should the Commission endorse the project, the following is 
proposed: 
 

• The following week, the Engineering Dept. will prepare an informational letter explaining 
the details of this project and distribute it to all property owners and tenants.  The 
booklet will explain the project scope, timing, proposed access plan (for customers), 
costs, and payback schedule.   

• Prior to the public hearing, the Engineering Dept. will host a morning “Open House” 
meeting at the Municipal Building where business owners and tenants would be invited 
to come in, learn more about the project, and have their particular questions answered. 
The Open House is scheduled for Friday, January 26.  

 
As a part of the package to be mailed to property owners, information will also be distributed 
relative to the proposed fiber optic system being installed, and inviting owners to provide a 
$1,500 deposit if they are interested in having a fiber optic connection installed to the basement 
wall of their building, to simplify improved internet connectivity into the future.   
 
After completing the informational phase, the Engineering Department recommends that a 
public hearing of necessity be scheduled for Monday, February 12, 2018, at the regularly 
scheduled City Commission meeting, followed by a hearing for confirmation of the roll two 
weeks later.   
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 
To adopt a resolution for the Commission to meet on Monday, February 12, 2018, at 7:30 P.M., 
for the purpose of conducting a public hearing of necessity for the installation of sidewalk 
streetscape adjacent all properties on Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St., as well 
as for 400 feet of Maple Rd. west and east of the Old Woodward Ave. intersection.   
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, if necessity is determined on February 12, 2018, a hearing to review the 
assessments and to confirm the roll will be held on February 26, 2018, at 7:30 P.M. 
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STREETSCAPE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT CHART

Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project - Contract #1-18(P)

Address Street Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Total
Area (SF) Area (SF) Cost Cost Cost

Old Woodward Maple Rd. Old Woodward Maple Rd. Per Parcel
$37.33 $31.90

===================================================================================================
                                                   Old Woodward Ave. - Willits St. to Brown St. 

WEST SIDE
275 N. Old Woodward Ave. 1,395 $52,075.35 $52,075.35
265 513 $19,150.29 $19,150.29

233-239 686 $25,608.38 $25,608.38
205-229 1,092 $40,764.36 $40,764.36
183-191 752 $28,072.16 $28,072.16
101-135 2,254 1,394 $84,141.82 $44,468.60 $128,610.42

100 S. Old Woodward Ave. 248 1,870 $9,257.84 $59,653.00 $68,910.84
106-108 312 $11,646.96 $11,646.96
112-116 1,065 $39,756.45 $39,756.45
124-128 724 $27,026.92 $27,026.92
138-142 854 $31,879.82 $31,879.82

154 495 $18,478.35 $18,478.35
160-168 1,308 $48,827.64 $48,827.64
176-180 1,621 $60,511.93 $60,511.93
200-210 2,475 $92,391.75 $92,391.75

298 3,607 $134,649.31 $134,649.31
300 742 $27,698.86 $27,698.86

EAST SIDE
280 N. Old Woodward Ave. 1,284 $47,931.72 $47,931.72

250-270 2,529 $94,407.57 $94,407.57
188 708 $26,429.64 $26,429.64

152-172 958 $35,762.14 $35,762.14
100-136 1,393 856 $52,000.69 $27,306.40 $79,307.09
101-115 S. Old Woodward Ave. 2,713 761 $101,276.29 $24,275.90 $125,552.19

177 1,717 $64,095.61 $64,095.61
181-201 1,842 $68,761.86 $68,761.86

211 542 $20,232.86 $20,232.86
217-239 1,513 $56,480.29 $56,480.29
255-275 3,521 $131,438.93 $131,438.93

325 973 $36,322.09 $36,322.09

W. Maple Rd. -        Pierce St. to E. of Old Woodward Ave.

NORTH SIDE
138 W. Maple Rd. 323 $10,303.70 $10,303.70
Alley 198 $6,316.20 $6,316.20

120-122 1,028 $32,793.20 $32,793.20
135 E. Maple Rd. 413 $13,174.70 $13,174.70

SOUTH SIDE
115 W. Maple Rd. 972 $31,006.80 $31,006.80

TOTALS 39,836 7,815 $1,487,077.88 $249,298.50 $1,736,376.38



Pierce St

Park St

E Brown St

Henrietta St

E Maple Ave

Martin St

Hamilton Ave

S Old Woodward Ave

W Maple Ave
Woodward Ave

Willits
 St

Peabody St

Townsend St

E Merrill
 St

Ferndale St

W Merrill St

N Old Woodward Ave

Woodward Ave

250

200

251

280

298

211

111

255

181

177

300

325

100

275

101

217

152

106

188

158

205

114

138

102

233

122

124

183

154

265

205
135

106

138

±
0 130 260 390 52065

Feet

Legend
Sidewalk Special Assessment

Downtown Sidewalk Special Assessment 



MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

Planning Dept. 
Police Dept. 

DATE: December 28, 2017 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
Scott Grewe, Police Commander 
Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Islands 
Multi-Modal Transportation Board Recommendation 

Following a review of the Rouge River Trail Corridor Master Plan by the Parks & Recreation 
Board, a trail connection was approved from the pedestrian bridge south of Maple Rd. to the W. 
Maple Rd. south side sidewalk.  The Master Plan also contemplated a designated crossing for 
pedestrians using the trail at Maple Rd.  To help address the needs of the trail at its intersection 
with Maple Rd., the Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) recently reviewed the Multi-
Modal Master Plan not only in this area, but along the entire W. Maple Rd. corridor. 
Recommendations from the Plan are summarized as follows: 

1. Modifying W. Maple Rd. from a 4 lane road to 3 lanes, and installing 5.5 ft. wide bike
lanes on both sides of the road.

2. Installation of improved crosswalk facilities with pedestrian islands and other
improvements at four key locations:

• Chesterfield Ave.
• Between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave.
• Between Lakepark Ave. and Linden Rd.
• Baldwin Ave.

As you know, W. Maple Rd. was resurfaced and converted into a 3-lane road, officially opened 
to traffic in September, 2016.  After extensive study and discussion, both the MMTB and the 
City Commission elected not to move forward with the implementation of bike lanes in this 
area.  Generally speaking, the conversion to a 3-lane road has been met with support from the 
public. 

During the past year, staff has worked with our consulting engineer, and received input from 
the MMTB to prepare preliminary designs for pedestrian islands at the four locations noted 
above.  After studying the issue further at their meeting of November 1, the MMTB posted 
preliminary designs of three of the islands on the City’s website, and held a public hearing at 
their meeting of December 7, 2017.  The following summarizes the conclusions of the Board: 
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Chesterfield Ave. 
 
A pedestrian island at this signalized intersection must be installed on the east leg, in the area 
where there are no left turning movements.  After the island was laid out, it was noticed that 
the new Fire Station main driveway will be closer to the intersection than it was previously.  The 
design was reviewed with the Fire Chief, and it was determined that the island would prove 
detrimental to response times.  During times of traffic congestion, it will be imperative that the 
Fire Dept. first responders have access to the left turn lane to avoid other vehicles in the 
roadway.  With this in mind, the MMTB elected not to proceed with the installation of an island 
at this intersection.   
 
Between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. 
 
The Master Plan suggested an island in the middle of this block, to avoid conflicts with left 
turns.  Since the location does not have a lot of pedestrian traffic generators, the Board was not 
certain what level of usage an island in this location would receive.  Public input was requested 
as a part of the public hearing notice sent out to those in the area in November.  Feedback 
from those in the area was generally negative.  Concerns were raised both by homeowners and 
the First United Methodist Church, who noted that this left turn lane area is needed on Sunday 
mornings as large numbers of vehicles attempt to make a left turn into the adjacent driveway.  
Not sensing that there was much support for the island in this area, the Board did not 
recommend moving this idea forward. 
 
Lakepark Ave. 
 
As shown on the attached aerial map, in addition to the detailed design, an island located at the 
existing crosswalk works well.  A landscaped island at this location would provide a safer 
crossing for pedestrians, which already benefits from a traffic signal.  The island would also 
require drivers to be more cautious, encouraging slower speeds.  The Board recommended the 
installation of an island at this location, as recommended in the Master Plan.   
 
Baldwin Ave. (East of Hawthorne Rd.) 
 
Input received from the community has indicated strong support for a designated pedestrian 
crossing in the area of the Rouge River, for those that use the trail system extending north and 
south of this area.  Given the curvature of the road, which impairs sight distance, the long 
guard rail sections at the bridge, and the intersecting streets which require left turning 
movements, there is only one area that has been recommended by our engineering consultant 
for an island in this area, which is west of the bridge, at the point where the trail extends north 
of Maple Rd.  This is further west than the location originally recommended in the Master Plan. 
Detailed plans of this location have been prepared.  The installation of an island at this location 
would conflict with turning movements into and out of an existing residential driveway for the 
home located at 123 Hawthorne Rd.  City staff met with the homeowners to discuss options to 
relocate the driveway in such a way that this problem could be resolved.  The homeowner 
agreed to the driveway being curved to the west, as shown on the attached plans, which then 
provides room for turns in and out of the driveway.   
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Relocation of the driveway will create a conflict with an existing overhead street light.  For 
about $2,000, the street light can be relocated to the east, which then also provides better light 
for the crosswalk at night.   
 
Since through traffic is not required to stop at this location, our consultant has recommended 
the installation of Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons at this location.  As shown on the plan, 
crosswalk signs fitted with a solar panel and battery system would be able to be activated by a 
pushbutton.  Once activated, the beacons would flash brightly in both directions, alerting 
motorists to use caution, and to stop if pedestrians are present.   
 
The MMTB recommends the installation of a crossing island east of Hawthorne Rd. to connect 
the Rouge River park trails north and south of Maple Rd. 
 
Construction and Implementation 
 
The Engineering Dept. is currently preparing bidding documents for the 2018 Concrete Sidewalk 
Program, which will be bid in the coming months.  The installation of these islands is 
appropriate work for the contractor ultimately awarded this project.  If the City Commission 
approves this recommendation, the plans for the islands will become a part of the bid.  
Proposed landscape beds would be planted and maintained by our Dept. of Public Services 
staff.  Hardy perennials that can handle difficult winter conditions would be installed to ensure 
success.  No irrigation is proposed.   
 
Estimated construction costs for the islands are: 
 
Lakepark Ave. - $20,000 
East of Hawthorne Rd. - $88,000 
 
The additional costs at the second location include the installation of handicap ramps on both 
sides, relocation of the private driveway, and the installation of the Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacon system.  Since this work was not included in the current budget, an amendment to the 
budget will be requested at the time the contract is awarded, and actual costs are known.   
 
While the work involved in constructing these islands is in a difficult location, it is not 
anticipated that W. Maple Rd. traffic would be disrupted to any significant extent.  Traffic would 
be diverted away from the center lane to partially use the adjacent paved shoulders, therefore, 
lane closures or detours are not planned. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To approve the recommendation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board for the installation of 
pedestrian crossing traffic islands located at Lakepark Ave. and east of Hawthorne Rd., in 
accordance with the plans prepared for this work, and to include this work in the 2018 Concrete 
Sidewalk Program, at an estimated cost of $108,000.   
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept./Planning Dept./Police Dept. 
 

DATE:   October 26, 2017 
 
TO:   Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 
FROM:  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Scott Grewe, Police Commander 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 

 
SUBJECT: W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Islands 
 
 
As many of you know, the W. Maple Rd. corridor was studied extensively by the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board (MMTB) in preparation for the resurfacing of this road from Cranbrook Rd. 
to Southfield Rd. in 2016.  Now that the paving has been completed, and a continuous left turn 
lane has been installed, the City now has the opportunity to consider the installation of 
pedestrian refuge islands along this corridor, as referenced in the Multi-Modal Transportation 
Master Plan.  
 
Attached are several sheets where Multi-Modal improvements were recommended for the W. 
Maple Rd. corridor in the master plan.  These can be summarized as follows: 
 

1. Modifying W. Maple Rd. from a 4 lane road to 3 lanes, and installing 5.5 ft. wide bike 
lanes on both sides of the road.   

2. Installation of improved crosswalk facilities with pedestrian islands and other 
improvements at four key locations: 

• Chesterfield Ave. 
• Between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. 
• Between Lakepark Ave. and Linden Rd. 
• Baldwin Ave. 

 
During the proposal to change Maple Rd. to 3 lanes, there was significant opposition to a road 
diet, on the premise that it would remove needed capacity for vehicles, resulting in poor levels 
of service for the corridor.  Part of the opposition being expressed was relative to the perceived 
safety issues that would result from the installation of bike lanes on this corridor.  In the end, 
the MMTB, as well as the City Commission, decided to recommend the 3 lane road only, as 
support for the bike lane concept on Maple Rd. was limited.   
 
Since the road construction has been completed, staff has studied the potential for crosswalk 
islands.  Detailed plans were prepared for the potential islands at the following locations: 
 

1. Chesterfield Ave. 
2. Lakepark Ave. 
3. East of Hawthorne Rd. (just east of the recommended Baldwin Ave. location) 
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These three island locations have received the most attention to date because they are either 
located at a traffic signal, which improves safety for pedestrians, or in the case of the one east 
of Hawthorne Rd., represent an important link in the City’s River Rouge Trail system.   
 
Staff recommended that the location between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. not be prioritized 
at this time, given the potential of constructing islands at existing traffic signals in both 
directions within a quarter mile, and given that this section of W. Maple Rd. has limited activity 
and immediate destinations.  More detail of each of the priority locations’ design is provided 
below, from west to east: 
 
Chesterfield Ave.: 
 
As shown on the attached plan, the three-way signalized intersection of Chesterfield Ave. at 
first appeared to present an excellent opportunity for the installation of a protected pedestrian 
island.  The island was designed with the existing crosswalk location being moved easterly 
about ten feet from its present location in order to accommodate truck turns from Chesterfield 
Ave. on to eastbound Maple Rd.  The drawback of this location is the adjacency of the City’s 
Chesterfield Ave. Fire Station.  The reconstruction of the fire station is now well along toward 
final completion.  The improved fire station has been designed to accommodate one of the 
department’s larger engines.  Further, the new station’s front driveway entrance on to Maple 
Rd. is being built further west, closer to the intersection, than it was previously.  Truck turning 
requirements were studied for right turns from the new driveway to Maple Rd.  Conflicts were 
found to exist.  After review with the Fire Dept., it was decided that installation of a pedestrian 
island at this location could cause potential conflicts with emergency vehicles, thereby 
increasing response time for Fire Dept. personnel.  The construction of an island is not 
recommended at this location as a result.  
 
Lakepark Ave.: 
 
Given that a traffic signal operates here, a marked crosswalk on the east leg of the intersection 
already exists.  The attached plan indicates that a raised pedestrian island can be installed at 
the current marked crosswalk location, and still allow room for left turning trucks out of 
Lakepark Ave. (as shown on the attached plan).  The suggested location for a pedestrian island 
appears to work well, and is recommended at this time. 
 
East of Hawthorne Ave.: 
 
The Master Plan recommends the installation of a pedestrian island and improved crosswalk at 
Baldwin Ave.  However, further study of this location indicated that installation on the east leg 
of the Baldwin Ave. intersection (thereby not disrupting left turning movements on the Baldwin 
Ave.) is problematic.  Sight distance for vehicles traveling Maple Rd., given the curvature of the 
road, and hill in this area, is such that it is not a good location to encourage pedestrian 
crossings.  Further study of the area revealed similar concerns at the other intersection in the 
area (Hawthorne Rd.).  However, just west of the existing Rouge River bridge, a location with 
suitable sight distance from both directions does exist.  Further, the location would line up with 
the existing Rouge River trail as it extends north toward Quarton Lake.  The drawback of this 
location is that it would conflict with an existing residential driveway for the home located at 
123 Hawthorne Rd.  If the driveway for this house was not relocated, safety for left turns into 
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the driveway would be compromised, as the left turn lane would not be available for this 
movement.  A modified plan was presented to the homeowner, as attached, and they have 
indicated their support for the changes.  Moving the driveway to the west would allow for 
sufficient space for a sidewalk connection to the existing Maple Rd. sidewalk (which then leads 
to the continuation of the Rouge River trail to the south, and it allows for left turning 
movements into the driveway.   
 
The Master Plan recommended the installation of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) 
at this location, as depicted on “page 52” of the plan, attached.  The RRFB would be actuated 
by a pushbutton installed at the crossing, and is an effective means of alerting motorists to the 
fact that a pedestrian is crossing the road at this location.  The pedestrian island, along with the 
RRFB,  is recommended at this location. 
 
Summary 
 
Now that the Chesterfield Ave. location is not being considered, staff requests input from the 
MMTB as to whether the suggested location between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. should be 
explored further at this time.  A photo of the block is attached.  It depicts that there are no 
apparent obstacles at this location, however, there is little activity as well.  If installed, it would 
be located about 980 ft. to the west of the new Lakepark Ave. island, or less than 0.2 mile.  
Feedback from the Board is requested as to whether this location should be more fully explored 
at this time.  
 
After review of these locations by the Board, if there is agreement on the preferred locations 
and direction, a public hearing would be appropriate.  All property owners along the W. Maple 
Rd. corridor from Cranbrook Rd. to Southfield Rd. would be notified to solicit input, before a 
final recommendation is forwarded to the City Commission.  A suggested recommendation for 
this action follows.  If there is a need for further study before a public hearing is scheduled, 
direction for staff is requested at this time.   
 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION: 
 
To recommend the installation of pedestrian islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at the 
following locations _________________, further, to conduct a public hearing to solicit input for 
this proposal at the regular meeting of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, scheduled for 
Thursday, December 7, at 6 PM.   
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept./Planning Dept./Police Dept. 
 

DATE:   October 26, 2017 
 
TO:   Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 
FROM:  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Scott Grewe, Police Commander 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 

 
SUBJECT: W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Islands 
 
 
As many of you know, the W. Maple Rd. corridor was studied extensively by the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board (MMTB) in preparation for the resurfacing of this road from Cranbrook Rd. 
to Southfield Rd. in 2016.  Now that the paving has been completed, and a continuous left turn 
lane has been installed, the City now has the opportunity to consider the installation of 
pedestrian refuge islands along this corridor, as referenced in the Multi-Modal Transportation 
Master Plan.  
 
Attached are several sheets where Multi-Modal improvements were recommended for the W. 
Maple Rd. corridor in the master plan.  These can be summarized as follows: 
 

1. Modifying W. Maple Rd. from a 4 lane road to 3 lanes, and installing 5.5 ft. wide bike 
lanes on both sides of the road.   

2. Installation of improved crosswalk facilities with pedestrian islands and other 
improvements at four key locations: 

• Chesterfield Ave. 
• Between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. 
• Lakepark Ave. 
• Baldwin Ave. 

 
During the proposal to change Maple Rd. to 3 lanes, there was significant opposition to the 
idea, on the premise that it would remove needed capacity for vehicles, resulting in poor levels 
of service for the corridor.  Part of the opposition being expressed was relative to the perceived 
safety issues that would result from the installation of bike lanes on this corridor.  In the end, 
the MMTB, as well as the City Commission, decided to recommend the 3 lane road only, as 
support for the bike lane concept on Maple Rd. was not well supported.   
 
Since the road construction has been completed, staff has studied the potential for crosswalk 
islands.  Detailed plans were prepared for the potential islands at the following locations: 
 

1. Chesterfield Ave. 
2. Lakepark Ave. 
3. East of Hawthorne Rd. 
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These three island locations have received the most attention to date because they are either 
located at a traffic signal, which improves safety for pedestrians, or in the case of the one east 
of Hawthorne Rd., represent an important link in the City’s River Rouge Trail system.  The 
location between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. was not prioritized, given the potential of 
constructing islands at existing traffic signals in both directions within a quarter mile.  More 
detail of each location’s design is provided below, from west to east: 
 
Chesterfield Ave.: 
 
As shown on the attached plan, the three-way signalized intersection of Chesterfield Ave. at 
first appeared to present an excellent opportunity for the installation of a protected pedestrian 
island.  The island was designed with the existing crosswalk location being moved easterly 
about ten feet from its present location in order to accommodate truck turns from Chesterfield 
Ave. on to eastbound Maple Rd.  The drawback of this location is the adjacency of the City’s 
Chesterfield Ave. Fire Station.  The reconstruction of the fire station is now well along toward 
final completion.  The improved fire station has been designed to accommodate one of the 
department’s larger engines.  Further, the new station’s front driveway entrance on to Maple 
Rd. is being built further west, closer to the intersection, than it was previously.  Truck turning 
requirements were studied for right turns from the new driveway to Maple Rd.  Conflicts were 
found to exist.  After review with the Fire Dept., it was decided that installation of a pedestrian 
island at this location could cause potential conflicts with emergency vehicles, thereby 
increasing response time for Fire Dept. personnel.  The construction of an island is not 
recommended at this location as a result.  
 
Lakepark Ave.: 
 
Given that a traffic signal operates here, a marked crosswalk on the east leg of the intersection 
already exists.  The attached plan indicates that a raised pedestrian island can be installed at 
the current marked crosswalk location, and still allow room for left turning trucks out of 
Lakepark Ave. (as shown on the attached plan).  The suggested location for a pedestrian island 
appears to be good location for this improvement.  Review by the MMTB is recommended at 
this time. 
 
East of Hawthorne Ave.: 
 
The Master Plan recommends the installation of a pedestrian island and improved crosswalk at 
Baldwin Ave.  However, further study of this location indicated that installation on the east leg 
of the Baldwin Ave. intersection (thereby not disrupting left turning movements on the Baldwin 
Ave.) is problematic.  Sight distance for vehicles traveling Maple Rd., given the curvature and 
hill in this area, is such that it is not a good location to encourage pedestrian crossings.  Further 
study of the area revealed similar concerns at the other intersection in the area (Hawthorne 
Rd.).  However, just west of the existing Rouge River bridge, a location with suitable sight 
distance from both directions does exist.  Further, the location would line up with the existing 
Rouge River trail as it extends north toward Quarton Lake.  The drawback of this location is that 
it would conflict with an existing residential driveway for the home located at 123 Hawthorne 
Rd.  If the driveway for this house was not relocated, safety for left turns into the driveway 
would be compromised, as the left turn lane would not be available for this movement.  A 
modified plan was presented to the homeowner, as attached, and they have indicated their 
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support for the changes.  Moving the driveway to the west would allow for sufficient space for a 
sidewalk connection to the existing Maple Rd. sidewalk (which then leads to the continuation of 
the Rouge River trail to the south, and it allows for left turning movements into the driveway.   
 
The Master Plan recommended the installation of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) 
at this location, as depicted on “page 52” of the plan, attached.  The RRFB would be actuated 
by a pushbutton installed at the crossing, and is an effective means of alerting motorists to the 
fact that a pedestrian is crossing the road at this location.  The RRFB is recommended as an 
important element to this installation.   
 
Review of this crossing as proposed is recommended by the MMTB at this time. 
 
Summary 
 
Now that the Chesterfield Ave. location is not being considered, staff requests input from the 
MMTB if the suggested location between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. should be explored 
further at this time.  A photo of the block is attached.  It depicts that there are no apparent 
obstacles at this location.  If installed, it would be located about 980 ft. to the west of the new 
Lakepark Ave. island, or less than 0.2 mile.  Feedback from the Board is requested as to 
whether this location should be more fully explored at this time.  
 
After review of these locations by the Board, if there is agreement on the preferred locations 
and direction, a public hearing would be appropriate.  All property owners along the W. Maple 
Rd. corridor from Cranbrook Rd. to Southfield Rd. would be notified to solicit input, before a 
final recommendation is forwarded to the City Commission.  A suggested recommendation for 
this action follows.  If there is a need for further study before a public hearing is scheduled, 
direction for staff is requested at this time.   
 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION: 
 
To recommend the installation of pedestrian islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at the 
following locations _________________, further, to conduct a public hearing to solicit input for 
this proposal at the regular meeting of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, scheduled for 
Thursday, December 7, at 6 PM.   
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FIGURE 3.1E  OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED MULTI-MODAL NETWORK 

 
 
  Web Survey Results: 
� About 72% of respondents would walk to work and/or do errands if there was a system 

of sidewalks, pathways, crosswalks, bike lanes, etc.  
� Around 84% of respondents feel that a complete network for bicycle facilities such as 

bike lanes, signed routes and trails are very important or somewhat important to 
making future bicycling trips actually happen 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  � � �  � �  

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
3.3    ROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS 

DESCRIPTION 
Road crossing improvements are needed 
in areas where there is demand to cross 
by pedestrians and/or bicyclists.  These 
areas occur where a bike route crosses a 
collector or arterial road, a major bus 
stop or bus shelter is present, there is a 
long distance between crosswalks, or 
there is a high demand based on land 
use and population density.  

There are many different types of countermeasures that can be used to improve the safety and 
visibility of pedestrians at crosswalks.  Traffic speeds, traffic volume, number of lanes and 
location of the crossing in context to the surrounding land use will dictate what type of crossing 
improvement is appropriate for a specific location. In some instances the improvements are as 
simple as adding high visibility crosswalk markings and in others signalization may be needed.  

For the most up-to-date guidelines please refer to all Chapters of the MUTCD and Chapter 3 & 4 
of AASHTO’s Guide for the Planning, Design and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The exact solution for every crossing has not been determined; rather, the location and 
recommended countermeasure has been identified.  Please note that these are initial 
recommendations and that each crossing needs to be studied further prior to implementation.  
Please refer to the Network Implementation Plan for specific recommendations on near-term 
crossing improvements. 
 
At signalized intersections it is recommended that leading pedestrian signals and signal 
countdowns be implemented. 
 
Please refer to Fig. 3.3A, 3.3B and 3.3C for maps of the proposed crossing improvements. 
 
  

Web Survey Results: 
� Around 61% of respondents feel that mid-block crosswalks are very important or 

somewhat important to making future walking and bicycling trips actually happen 

Road Crossing 
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FIGURE 3.3B PROPOSED CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS – CROSSING ISLANDS 

 

 

9 CROSSING ISLANDS ARE PROPOSED 

� Crossing Islands create a physical barrier in the 
middle of the roadway which increase visibility 
of the crosswalk to motorists, reduce 
pedestrian crossing distances and encourage 
motorists to drive slower  

3 CROSSING ISLANDS WITH RECTANGULAR 
RAPID FLASH BEACONS (RRFB) ARE PROPOSED 

� RRFB are crosswalk signs paired with high 
intensity LED flashers that alternate and get 
motorists’ attention when activated 

� The proposed RRFB would be used in 
conjunction with crossing islands 

  

Crossing Island 

Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon 

Crossing Island 
proposed at river 
trail location 
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FIGURE 4.1A. NETWORK PHASING OVERVIEW MAP 

 

CONCURRENT STUDIES 
Numerous concurrent studies were underway on the Woodward Avenue Corridor during the 
creation of this plan. Due to this occurrence, implementation recommendations for this 
corridor were not provided.  Details on the Woodward Avenue Corridor can be found under the 
Specific Area Concept Plans. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  � � �  � �  

NETWORK IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
4.2    PHASE 1 

PHASE 1: OVERVIEW 
Many of the routes in Phase 1 may be implemented as part of the City’s Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP).  A Capital Improvement Plan is a short-range plan, usually five to ten years which 
identifies capital projects and provides planning schedules and options for financing the plan.  
CIP roadway projects generally fall into two categories, resurfacing and reconstruction.   
Resurfacing projects typically only affect the surface of the roadway, whereas in a 
reconstruction project the existing roadway, curb and sidewalk may be completely removed 
and reconstructed.  Incorporating the proposed improvements with the CIP is a cost effective 
way to implement the facilities as it will reduce mobilization costs and help to consolidate 
roadway closures.  

The following pages provide a more detailed breakdown of Phase 1. 

FIGURE 4.2A. PHASE 1 
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PHASE 1:  INCIDENTAL PROJECTS 
The following is a list of projects that could be implemented as part of the City’s Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) with incidental costs.  

 

Add bike lanes to W Maple Road between Waddington Street and Southfield Road through a 
four-lane to three-lane conversion as part of the 2015 road resurfacing project. 

 

 

W MAPLE ROAD 
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Add bike lanes to N Eton Road between Derby Road and Yorkshire Road by consolidating the 
parking to the west side of the road as part of the 2014 road reconstruction project. 
 

 

 

Markings for the door swing zone 
of the parked cars are proposed 
within the bike lane when it is 
adjacent to on-street parking.  

N ETON ROAD 
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Add bike lanes to Oak Avenue between Chesterfield Avenue and Lake Park Drive by 
consolidating the parking to one side of the road as part of the 2016 road reconstruction 
project.  To provide additional traffic calming the consolidated parking should alternate from 
the north side of the road to the south side of the road every few blocks, changing sides where 
there are proposed curb extensions: 

� Chesterfield Avenue to Suffield Avenue – Parking on south side 

� Suffield Avenue to Puritan Avenue – Parking on north side 

� Puritan Avenue to Lake Park Drive – Parking on south side 

 

 

Pavement markings for the door swing zone are proposed between the on-street parking and 
the bike lane.  See previous page for details.  

OAK AVENUE 
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Add shared lane markings to the following corridors: 

� Derby Road between N Adams Road and the Railroad Overpass (2013 reconstruction 
project) 

� Derby Road between the Railroad Overpass and N Eton Road (2014 resurfacing project) 

� Lincoln Street between Southfield Road and Ann Street (2014 resurfacing project) 

� N Eton Road between Yorkshire Road and E Maple Road (2014 reconstruction project) 

� W Maple Road between Cranbrook Road and Waddington Street (2015 resurfacing 
project) 

� N Old Woodward Avenue between Willits Street and W Maple Road (2016 
reconstruction project) 

� S Old Woodward Avenue between W Maple Road and E Brown Street (2016 
reconstruction project) 

� S Old Woodward Avenue between E Brown Street and Landon Road (2017 
reconstruction project) 

Four new road crossings are planned on S Eton Road between  E Maple Road and E Lincoln 
Street in 2013.  The plans for these crossing include basic improvements such as pavement 
markings.  As part of Phase 2 it is recommended that curb extensions be implemented at these 
crossing locations as well.  
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PHASE 1:  PROPOSED COLORED SHARED LANE MARKING 
There is an opportunity to add colored shared lane 
markings to W Lincoln Street between Ann Street 
and Woodward Avenue during the 2014 road 
resurfacing project and to Bowers Avenue between S 
Old Woodward Avenue and Woodward Avenue 
during the 2017 road reconstruction project.  Please 
note that these projects would probably result in 
additional costs to the CIP.  

 
 

  

*As an alternative to the green paint, white chevrons may be used  through the intersections. 

Colored Shared Lane Marking White Chevrons 
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PHASE 1:  PROPOSED ROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS 
The following table provides a list of proposed road crossing improvements that could be 
implemented as part of the City’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Please note that these 
projects would probably result in additional costs to the CIP. 

 

With the proposed four-lane to three-lane conversion as part of the 2015 road resurfacing 
project on W Maple Road there is the potential for crossing islands at Chesterfield Avenue, 
Baldwin Road, between Suffield Drive  and Pilgrim Avenue and between Lake Park Drive and 
Linden Road.  Double posted rectangular rapid flash beacons with advanced warning signs in 
both directions are recommended at all crossing islands except Chesterfield Avenue due to the 
existing signal (assuming the signal at Lake Park Drive is removed with the four to three lane 
conversions).` 

Crossing islands and curb extensions are proposed on Lincoln Street between Southfield Road 
and Woodward Avenue with the 2014 road resurfacing project. 

Curb extensions are proposed on N Eton Road between Derby Road and E Maple Avenue with 
the 2014 road reconstruction project. 
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Curb extensions are recommended at intersections along Old Woodward Avenue between 
Willits Road and E Brown Street as part of the 2016 road reconstruction project and between E 
Brown Street and Landon Street as part of the 2017 road reconstruction project. 

Curb extensions are proposed on Oak Avenue at Suffield Avenue, Puritan Avenue and Lake Park 
Drive with the 2016 road reconstruction project. 

� Suffield Avenue – curb extensions on north side of road 

� Puritan Avenue – curb extension on south side of road 

� Lake Park Drive – curb extension on north side of road 
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FIGURE 4.2B. PHASE 1 SUMMARY MAP 

APPROXIMATE COST ESTIMATE FOR PHASE 1:  $1,300,000 

  APPROXIMATELY 4.5 MILES OF NEW MULTI-MODAL FACILITIES ARE PROPOSED IN PHASE 1: 
� 2 MILES OF BIKE LANES 
� 2.3 MILES OF SHARED LANE MARKINGS 
� 0.1 MILES OF COLORED SHARED LANE MARKINGS 
� 0.1 MILES OF SIDEWALK (NOT SHOWN ON MAP) 
� 31 ROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS 
� 2 TREE EXTENSIONS 
� 44 BICYCLE PARKING HOOPS (NOT SHOWN ON MAP) 
� 5 BUS SHELTERS (NOT SHOWN ON MAP) 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2017 
City Commission Room  

151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board held Thursday, November 2, 2017.   
 
Johanna Slanga convened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Board Members Lara Edwards, Amy Folberg, Daniel Rontal, 

Johanna Slanga, Michael Surnow; Alternate Board Members  
Daniel Isaksen, Katie Schafer 

 
Absent: Chairperson Vionna Adams, Vice-Chairperson Andy Lawson   
 
Administration:  Lauren Chapman, Asst. Planner 
  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Austin Fletcher, Asst. City Engineer 
Commander Scott Grewe, Police Dept. 

  Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
     
Also Present: Julie Kroll from Fleis & Vandenbrink  

 (“F&V”),Transportation Engineering Consultants 
 
Motion by Mr. Surnow 
Seconded by Mr. Isaksen to elect Johanna Slanga as temporary 
chairperson. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Surnow, Isaksen, Edwards, Folberg, Rontal, Schafer, Slanga 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
2. INTRODUCTIONS (none) 
 
 
3. REVIEW AGENDA (no change) 
 
 



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES, Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 ("MMTB") MEETING OF OCTOBER 19, 2017 
 
Motion by Ms. Folberg 
Seconded by Dr. Rontal to approve the MMTB Minutes of October 19, 2017 
as presented. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Folberg, Rontal, Edwards, Isaksen, Schafer, Slanga, Surnow 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 
 S. Eton Rd. Corridor Multi-Modal Options 
 Lincoln Ave. to 14 Mile Rd.  
 
The public hearing opened at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Ms. Ecker gave an overview.  On October 19, 2017, the MMTB reviewed and 
discussed a total of 12 different conceptual options prepared by F&V for the 
MMTB to consider for the S. Eton corridor between Lincoln Ave. and 14 Mile Rd.  
 
After much discussion, the MMTB reached consensus and voted unanimously to 
recommend conceptual option B-2 to move forward to a public hearing on 
November 2, 2017. Option B-2 includes maintaining the existing roadway width 
at 28 ft. It would shift the center line to the east to create two travel lanes 
and use a portion of the public right-of-way between the curb and the sidewalk to 
add an 8 ft. bi-directional bike lane and 2 ft. of landscaped area on the west side, 
buffered from moving traffic by a striped on-street parking lane. On-street parking 
is a convenience for the residents but it is also a traffic calming measure.  
 
The board's other recommendations include curb bump-outs at side street 
intersections that make the crosswalks shorter so they are safer for pedestrians; 
new ADA ramps at all street crossings; and green marked areas for bikes to 
cross the street.  All of the existing trees will remain. 
 
A public hearing invitation was mailed to all property owners located along the S. 
Eton corridor to allow for review and comment by adjacent owners.  
 
Ms. Kroll discussed how the bikes and pedestrians will navigate the 14 Mile Rd. 
transition into Royal Oak. Bikers will queue up at the bike box which is located at 
the light in front of the stop bar.   



 
Mr. O'Meara explained for Ms. Edwards that the turning radii were studied at all 
of the corners with the side streets.  The bumpouts vary in size because each of 
the intersections comes in at a different angle.  Additionally, he clarified that 
presently it is not legal to park on S. Eton Rd. from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. However if 
this option is constructed that rule could be removed for the west side parking. 
 
Chairperson Slanga opened up discussion to the public. 
 
Ms. Cindy Chiara, 1622 S. Eton Rd., said she was a member of the Ad Hoc Rail 
District Study Committee.  She indicated that she is extremely disappointed that 
what happened in the Ad Hoc Committee is not what is now proposed.  The Ad 
Hoc Committee considered traffic, safety and walkability. Now everything is 
about bike lanes for maybe five bikes that come down that road. 
 
Ms. Edwards assured her that some ideas from the Ad Hoc Committee have 
been adopted.  Bumpouts will remain on the major cross streets. The idea of 
slowing traffic is included in this design because the travel lanes are narrowed.  
Chairperson Slanga noted that going forward it is a balance of everything. 
 
Mr. Thomas Giddeon said he lives on Humphrey and is an avid bicyclist.  He 
likes what is being proposed. 
 
Mr. Brian Chiara, 1622 S. Eton Rd., noticed that there has been no count of how 
many bicycles travel on S. Eton Rd. in a day.  He described how when he pulls in 
and out of his driveway he must go around a parked car, around a 2 ft. barrier, 
then there is a blind spot for bikers and pedestrians.  He concluded that he loves 
everything except the bike path. 
 
Mr. Morris Sunday, 1668 S. Eton Rd. said he agrees.  It seems like a lot of 
money to spend for a bike path.  To Mr. Chiara's point, how many bikes are 
actually going up and down S. Eton Rd. that this will benefit? He was not in favor 
of anything that will bring traffic closer to his house.  He also noted all of the 
things to be aware of just backing out of his driveway.  
 
Mr. Bob Mitchum, 1713 Mansfield, indicated his dislike of bumpouts. A driver 
almost has to pull into the oncoming lane to make a turn. 
 
Mr. Florian Dutke, 1608 S. Eton Rd., thought defining the travel lanes into 10 ft. 
sections may cause problems.  People will have trouble navigating the road.  
Backing down his driveway, he must look past the blind spot of his neighbor, plus 
the sidewalk, and then another blind spot caused by a tree in order to get past a 
bike lane behind that. Also the apron is shortened and he will lose the ability to 
park his car there when he needs to. Additionally he expressed concern about 
who will be responsible for plowing the bike lane in the winter.   



 
Ms. Schafer commented part of the reason the board came to this conclusion is 
because they wanted to accommodate bikers since that is part of the Multi-Modal 
Board's objective.  They only have a 28 ft. wide road to work with so they looked 
at 12 options.  They felt that on-street parking actually slows the traffic.  So their 
goal was to keep the cars on the street in the designated parking lane, not to 
make it harder for anyone to back out of their driveway. 
 
Dr. Rontal commented this is part of the designated regional bike route through 
the City.  The mandate of this board is to try and balance between pedestrians, 
vehicles, and bikes. 
 
Ms. Shirley Lebrens, 1779 Mansfield, said that Eton Rd. is not safe to bicycle on. 
So it is better to have the bicyclists in a safe area rather than on the road in 
harm's way. 
 
Mr. Surnow felt that while a lot of people don't like the bike path, it is the only 
place people can ride down a street like Eton Rd.  He doesn't think it is safe to 
ride there the way it is presently constructed. 
 
Chairperson Slanga requested they make sure not to introduce parking so close 
to people's driveways that they can't pull out or see around the bike path. 
 
Ms. Edwards noted the constraint the board is working under is not being able to 
change the curb-to-curb width of the existing road, which is 28 ft.  That is how the 
bike path got pushed to the easement because it is really wide on S. Eton Rd.  
 
Ms. Folberg thought they should find out who will be responsible for snow 
removal on the bike path. 
 
Mr. O'Meara noted for the record the two emails sent to the Board earlier this 
week.  One was opposed to the plan, and the other was neutral once they 
realized that the bike path was not on their side of the street.  He also said that 
he received a phone call from resident Betty Shinaberry on Mansfield, who was 
against the proposal because she thinks the traffic lanes need the width that is 
there presently. 
 
Mr. Isaksen observed that residents on the west side of Eton Rd. have not 
bought into the project yet.  Before he could vote comfortably for it he would need 
more of a consensus from those residents who are most directly affected.   
 
Mr. Surnow said if they are going to have a bike lane along Eton Rd., Option B-2 
is the safest and most practical way to achieve it.  Ms. Schafer added the board 
was confined by a number of constraints and this was the marriage of all of the 



considerations to make the road safer for everyone who uses it; walkers, bikers, 
and cars. 
 
Chairperson Slanga stated she would always want to increase the site distance 
backing out from driveways, even if that means taking out some parking. 
 
Motion by Mr. Surnow 
Seconded by Ms. Schafer that the Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
recommends the following improvements to S. Eton Rd. from Lincoln to 14 
Mile Rd.:  
 
1. Maintain the existing curb-to-curb road width of 28 ft.;  
2. Install an 8 ft. wide on-street parking lane on the west side of the street, 
separated from traffic with a solid line, and recommend 24-hour parking be 
permitted.  Conduct an engineering study to make certain that the sight 
distance is appropriate for anyone backing out of their driveway.  If it is 
not, parking should be eliminated to accommodate the proper sight 
distance; 
3. Shift the center line of S. Eton to the east to create two 10 ft. wide travel 
lanes for vehicles;  
4. Install an 8 ft. wide bidirectional bike lane 2 ft. from the back of curb on 
the west side of S. Eton;  
5. Maintain a 2 ft. wide landscaped buffer between the on-street parking 
lane and the bike lane;  
6. Install curb bumpouts and crosswalks at the intersections of S. Eton and 
Bradford, Sheffield, Humphrey, Melton and Lincoln as noted on the B-2 
plan;  
7. Install new ADA ramps at all street crossings from Lincoln to 14 Mile Rd.;  
8. Install green marked bicycle crossings on the western leg of the 
intersections of S. Eton and Bradford, Sheffield, Humphrey, Melton and 
Lincoln as noted on the B-2 plan. 
9. The City and not the residents assumes responsibility for the 
maintenance of the 8 ft. bike lane; and 
10. The center line will be striped. 
 
Comments on the motion were taken from the audience at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Ms. Cindy Chiara said that having bikers cross over to the east side of N. Eton is 
confusing to her.  Also she did not like giving up parking on the driveway apron 
and having to put her car in the street where it might get hit.  
 
Mr. Florian Dutke indicated he is disappointed there isn't more data on the 
number of bicycles. He was in favor of mocking up a section of the road with 
plastic bollard bumpouts to give an idea if traffic speed is reduced.   
 



Mr. Bob Mitchum noted that police are always at the intersection of Eton Rd. and 
Sheffield watching people go through the stop sign. 
 
Ms. Shirley Lebrens spoke in favor of adding strategically placed speed bumps.  
Chairperson Slanga responded the challenge is the maintenance of them.  
Basically they do the same thing as a stop sign where people will rush up to 
them, slow down, go over, and then rush off. 
 
Motion carried, 6-1. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  Surnow, Schafer, Edwards, Folberg, Rontal, Slanga 
Nays:  Isaksen 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
6. W. MAPLE RD. PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ISLANDS  
 Review of pedestrian crossing island locations and designs 
 
Mr. O'Meara offered background.  The W. Maple Rd. corridor was studied 
extensively by the MMTB in preparation for the resurfacing of this road from 
Cranbrook Rd. to Southfield Rd. in 2015. Now that the paving has been 
completed, and a continuous left turn lane has been installed, the City has the 
opportunity to consider the installation of pedestrian refuge islands along this 
corridor, as referenced in the Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan. 
 
Since the road construction has been completed, staff has studied the potential 
for crosswalk islands. Detailed plans were prepared for the potential islands at 
the following locations:  
1. Chesterfield Ave.  
2. Lakepark Ave.  
3. East of Hawthorne Rd. (just east of the recommended Baldwin Ave. location).  
These three island locations have received the most attention to date because 
they are either located at a traffic signal, which improves safety for pedestrians, 
or in the case of the one east of Hawthorne Rd., represent an important link in 
the City’s River Rouge Trail system. 
 
Chesterfield Ave.: The drawback of this location is the adjacency of the City’s 
Chesterfield Ave. Fire Station. The improved fire station has been designed to 
accommodate one of the department’s larger engines. Truck turning 
requirements were studied for right turns from the new driveway to Maple Rd. 
and conflicts were found to exist. After review with the Fire Dept., it was decided 
that installation of a pedestrian island at this location could cause potential 



conflicts with emergency vehicles, thereby increasing response time for Fire 
Dept. personnel. The construction of an island is not recommended at this 
location.. 
 
Lakepark Ave.: Given that a traffic signal operates here, a marked crosswalk on 
the east leg of the intersection already exists. The plan indicates that a raised 
pedestrian island can be installed at the current marked crosswalk location, and 
still allow room for left turning trucks out of Lakepark Ave. The suggested location 
for a pedestrian island appears to work well, and is recommended at this time. 
 
East of Hawthorne Ave.: The Master Plan recommends the installation of a 
pedestrian island and improved crosswalk at Baldwin Ave. However, further 
study of this location indicated that sight distance for vehicles traveling Maple 
Rd., given the curvature of the road and hill in this area is such that it is not a 
good location to encourage pedestrian crossings. Further study of the area 
revealed similar concerns along most of this section.. However, just west of the 
existing Rouge River bridge, a location with suitable sight distance from both 
directions does exist. Further, the location would line up with the existing Rouge 
River trail as it extends north toward Quarton Lake. The drawback of this location 
is that it would conflict with an existing residential driveway for the home located 
at 123 Hawthorne Rd. If the driveway for this house was not relocated, safety for 
left turns into the driveway would be compromised, as the left turn lane would not 
be available for this movement. A modified plan was presented to the 
homeowner, and they have indicated their support for the changes. Moving the 
driveway to the west would allow sufficient space for a sidewalk connection to the 
existing Maple Rd. sidewalk (which then leads to the continuation of the Rouge 
River trail to the south), and it allows for left turning movements into the 
driveway. The Master Plan recommended the installation of a Rectangular Rapid 
Flashing Beacon ("RRFB") at this location, The RRFB would be actuated by a 
pushbutton installed at the crossing, and is an effective means of alerting 
motorists to the fact that a pedestrian is crossing the road. The pedestrian island, 
along with the RRFB, is recommended at this location. 
 
Ms. Ecker noted now that the Chesterfield Ave. location is not being considered, 
staff requests input from the MMTB as to whether the suggested location 
between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. (mid-block crossing) as recommended in 
the Multi-Modal Master Plan should be explored further at this time. There are no 
apparent obstacles at this location; however, there is little activity as well. If 
installed, it would be located about 980 ft. to the west of the new Lakepark Ave. 
island, or less than 0.2 mile. If there is agreement on the preferred locations and 
direction, a public hearing would be appropriate before a final recommendation is 
forwarded to the City Commission.  
 



Dr. Rontal observed the crossing would connect to the Arlington neighborhood 
which connects down to Lincoln.  Chairperson Slanga stated the use is small at 
that location.  Residents on the northern side can be contacted for feedback. 
 
Motion by Ms. Edwards 
Seconded by Dr. Rontal to recommend the installation of pedestrian 
islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at the following locations:  

• Lakepark Ave. 
• East of Hawthorne Ave. 

The Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon is recommended at the Hawthorne 
Ave. location only. 
Further, to conduct a public hearing to solicit input for this proposal at the 
regular meeting of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, scheduled for 
Thursday, December 7th at 6 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Edwards, Rontal, Folberg, Isaksen, Schafer, Slanga, Surnow 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
7. 2018 PAVING PROJECTS   
  
 
Mr. O'Meara advised the Engineering Dept. plans to issue plans for bids on two 
paving contracts during the 2018 construction season:  
1. Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project;  
2. 2018 Local Street Paving Project.  
 
The first project was designed last year, and reviewed previously by the MMTB. 
The design has not changed with respect to Multi-Modal criteria, so no further 
review is needed. The second project involves the complete reconstruction of the 
following streets:  

• Bennaville Ave. – Edgewood Ave. to Grant St.;  
• Ruffner Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave.;  
• Chapin Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave.  

The Multi-Modal Master Plan has no comments for these streets. 
 
Bennaville Ave.: The existing pavement on this block was installed at 33 ft. wide 
in 1948. The road width is wider than the current 27 ft. standard width the City 
installs on unimproved streets today. Typically, when streets are being 
reconstructed due to age, the City would replace the pavement to match the 
current condition. A new concrete pavement with curbs is proposed.  



MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept. 
Planning Dept. 

Police Dept. 
DATE:   November 30, 2017 
 
TO:   Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 
FROM:  Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 

Commander Scott Grewe, Police Department 
Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

 
SUBJECT: W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Islands 
 
 
The most recent plans for the installation of pedestrian islands on W. Maple Rd. were reviewed by 
the Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) at their meeting of November 2, 2017.  The following 
motion was passed: 
 

To recommend the installation of pedestrian islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at the 
following locations:  
• Lakepark Ave. 
• East of Hawthorne Ave. 
The Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon is recommended at the Hawthorne Ave. location 
only. 
 
Further, to conduct a public hearing to solicit input for this proposal at the regular meeting 
of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, scheduled for Thursday, December 7th at 6 p.m. 

 
Although not reflected in the resolution, discussion was also held about the Master Plan suggestion 
for the installation of a pedestrian island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave.  Although the MMTB 
did not necessarily support the proposal, input from the public was requested.   
 
Staff mailed the attached postcards to all property owners located on W. Maple Rd. from 
Chesterfield Ave. to Southfield Rd.  We also notified subdivision associations where possible.  The 
cover sheet of the MMTB webpage was updated to include information on both of the above island 
locations, as well as the potential island proposed between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave.  Several 
written comments have been received, which are attached.   
 
After receiving input from the public, the Multi-Modal Transportation will have the opportunity to 
finalize a recommendation to the City Commission, if they are so inclined.  Based on the 
recommendation, staff will then put together a cost estimate, and forward it to the City Commission 
for their consideration. 
 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION: 
 
To recommend the installation of pedestrian islands on W. Maple Rd. at ____________________ in 
accordance with the attached plans.   
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017 AT 6 PM 

ROOM 205, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 

The Multi-Modal Transportation Board is studying a proposal to install 
pedestrian crosswalk islands at three locations on W. Maple Rd.: 1) 
Between Suffield & Pilgrim; 2) At the Lakepark Dr. traffic signal; and 3) 
Between Hawthorne Rd. and the Rouge River Bridge.  The Board would 
like public input before a final recommendation is made to the City 
Commission.  Please see the Multi-Modal Transportation Board page at 
www.bhamgov.org for more information and illustrations. 

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017 AT 6 PM 

ROOM 205, MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
 

           The Multi-Modal Transportation Board is studying a proposal to install 
pedestrian crosswalk islands at three locations on W. Maple Rd.: 1) 
Between Suffield & Pilgrim; 2) At the Lakepark Dr. traffic signal; and 3) 
Between Hawthorne Rd. and the Rouge River Bridge.  The Board would 
like public input before a final recommendation is made to the City 
Commission.  Please see the Multi-Modal Transportation Board page at 
www.bhamgov.org for more information and illustrations. 

http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
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 Email Notify - Click on the envelope icon to receive e-mail notifications when this page has been updated.

Multi-Modal Transportation Board
.

The goal of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall be to assist in maintaining the safe and
efficient movement of motorized and non-motorized vehicles and pedestrians on the streets and
walkways of the City and to advise the City Commission on the implementation of the Multi-
Modal Transportation Plan, including reviewing project phasing and budgeting.  Board members
shall be electors or property owners in the City. If you have any questions or comments regarding
the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, please contact Mark Clemence, Deputy Chief of Police at
248.530.1875 or Jana Ecker, City Planner at 248.530.1841.

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD
PROPOSAL: W. MAPLE RD. CORRIDOR PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
IMPROVEMENTS – CHESTERFIELD AVE. TO SOUTHFIELD RD.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017, at 6 p.m., Room 205, City
Hall, at 151 Martin St.  After 5 p.m, please enter through the Police Dept. door located on Pierce St.

Location #1 – On W. Maple between Hawthorne Rd. and Baldwin Ave.  
See Conceptual drawing of Location # 1 - Hawthorne Rd. and Baldwin Ave.  
The City maintains a trail system following the Rouge River corridor.  There is now an opportunity to install an
improved, marked pedestrian crossing island at this location to allow pedestrians wishing to use the trail a safer
option when crossing Maple Rd.  This improvement was recommended in the City’s Multi-Modal
Transportation Master Plan.   of the island at Hawthorne is provided. The island would be constructed in the
left turn lane, in an area where the lane is not being used.  Landscaping would be installed in the area to the
east of the crosswalk, as shown.  Signs would be installed for each traffic direction, equipped with a pedestrian
activated Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon, drawing attention to the crosswalk when pedestrians are
present. 

Location #2 – On W. Maple at Lakepark Drive 
See Conceptual drawing of Location #2 – At Lakepark Dr. 
Also in accordance with the Master Plan, an island is proposed at the existing crosswalk on the east side of the
Lakepark Dr. intersection.  The island would help reduce the speeds of motorists, and encourage pedestrians to
cross Maple Rd. at the signalized intersection.  Similar to the other islands, a landscape feature would be

http://www.bhamgov.org/webspace_emailnotify.php?templateid=1&linkedmoduleid=1&linkedrecordid=278
mailto:mclemence@bhamgov.org?subject=Clemence%20-%20Liaison%20for%20Traffic%20&amp;%20Safety%20Board
mailto:jecker@bhamgov.org
http://www.bhamgov.org/Plans-Mple%20Hawthorne.pdf
http://www.bhamgov.org/Plans-Mple%20Lakepark.pdf
http://www.bhamgov.org/
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p g , p
included in the construction.  A picture of this proposal at  is included.

Location # 3 - On Maple from Suffield to Pilgrim Avenue 
See Conceptual drawing of Location #3 – Suffield Ave. to Pilgrim Ave. 
The Master Plan also recommended the construction of a pedestrian island on the block between Suffield Ave.
and Pilgrim Ave.  The island would provide another means for a safer crossing for pedestrians wishing to cross
Maple Rd. in this area.  Similar to the first location, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons would be installed to
help call attention to the area when pedestrians are crossing. While this location was recommended in the plan,
the Multi-Modal Transportation Board is not certain that the demand for crossings here would be as great as at
the other two locations.  Input from residents in the area would be helpful as this proposal is being considered. 

Summary 
The Multi-Modal Board wishes to receive input from area residents prior to making a final recommendation.  If
you would like your position known, but cannot attend the meeting, please forward written comment to the
Engineering Dept. at sdelpup@bhamgov.org preferably no later than Thursday, November 30, 2017, for the
Board’s review.  If you have questions, you may contact Paul O’Meara at the email address above, or at 248-
530-1836.

 PROPOSAL: S. ETON RD. CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS – LINCOLN AVE. TO 14 MILE RD.

 Over the past year, the Board has been studying potential improvements to the entire S. Eton Rd. corridor from
Maple Rd. to 14 Mile Rd.  Previous discussions at the Board level have resulted in a recommendation to the City
Commission that includes:

 A pedestrian island at Maple Rd.

Narrowing of S. Eton Rd. from Maple Rd. to Yosemite Blvd. to allow an improvement to the sidewalk on
the west side of the street.

Narrowing of S. Eton Rd. from Yosemite Blvd. to Villa Ave. to allow for wider sidewalks, as well as a green
parkway with new street trees between the sidewalk and the road (on-street parking would be eliminated).

Removal of parking on the southbound side of the street, from Villa Ave. to Lincoln Ave., and using this
paved area to install a two-way bike path separated from vehicle traffic by the use of a raised buffer.

The City Commission, while aware of the above proposal, has not taken any action on it to date. Attached is an
aerial map north of Lincoln, and an aerial map south of Lincoln.

The Board has passed a motion recommending changes to S. Eton Rd. from Maple to 14 Mile
Rd. 

http://www.bhamgov.org/aerial%20view%20Maple%20Ped%20Island%20Pilgrim.pdf
mailto:sdelpup@bhamgov.org
http://www.bhamgov.org/3%20-%20Revised%20aerial%20map%20N%20of%20Lincoln%20(1).pdf
http://www.bhamgov.org/3%20-%20Revised%20aerial%20map%20S%20of%20Lincoln%20(3).pdf
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Jana Ecker <jecker@bhamgov.org>

Clemence - Liaison for Traffic 
1 message

Ann Steglich <asteglich@comcast.net> Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 2:35 PM
To: mclemence@bhamgov.org, jecker@bhamgov.org

To whom it may concern, 

People spent so much time, energy, money, our tax dollars and years trying to slow down the traffic on Maple Rd.
between Cranbrook and downtown/Southfield and make it safer.  Now someone wants to spend more.  There is no
reason why people can't walk to a light and there is no need to islands inbetween or at the lights.  The new configuration
seems to slow down getting out of the side streets onto Maple.  What use to take me no longer than a minute to get
across Maple, now takes almost 5 minutes to get across Maple with cars piling up behind me. 

All I can see is that this is another big cost to the taxpayer and a road block as it is build.  There is the construction cost,
then the plants that go into the island and then maintenance to the plants, including watering, replacing plants that are
driven over, etc. 

I think if there is money to be spent on roads, give it to the taxpayer as their cost is lowered every time they are required
to pay for new pavement on the road in front of their house. Actually, the builders should be charged a road fee for every
construction they have.  Between the huge dirt trucks with an added same length trailer attached and then the cement
trucks, the two lane roads have been torn apart along with the front lawns of the homeowners.  My street use to curve at
my house and now the road has been straightened out. 

Forget the islands on Maple!!! 

Ann Steglich 

1052 Fairfax 
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Re: multimodal islands Baldwin & Hawthorn 
1 message

Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org> Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 12:35 PM
To: Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org>
Cc: Kristy a <kristybarrett1@yahoo.com>, Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>

Hi Kristy - 

Thanks for your comment.  The island location being selected is unfortunately the only area along this section where such
a crossing would be safe.  We cannot build it in the area of the bridge railings or guard rail, we cannot build it to the west
of Baldwin because that would obstruct left turns on to Baldwin, and we cannot build east of Baldwin because the sight
distance with the curved road is not sufficient.  

Hopefully the above helps.  Feel free to call or write me directly if you have other questions or comments.  

On Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 11:50 AM, Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org> wrote: 
Kristy,
 
Thank you for taking the time to write regarding the proposed pedestrian island.  I am copying Jana Ecker, Planning
Director, and Paul O'Meara, City Engineer, so that all involved receive your input.
 
Regards,
 
On Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 11:44 AM, Kristy a <kristybarrett1@yahoo.com> wrote: 

Please consider moving the proposed island between Baldwin and how thorn closer to Baldwin.  The Rouge River
walking path that goes through Booth Park then behind the Historical Museum exits close to Baldwin.  Many people
currently cross to the south side of W. Maple at Baldwin.  Additionally, there is already a connection walkway there
with an ADA compliant sidewalk decline.  This is a natural place to put an island for crossing.  The next safety
crossing from north to south Maple is at Southfiled Rd. 
 
Kristy Barrett

 
 
 
--  

Sue DelPup 
Admin. Assistant
Planning/Engineering
City of Birmingham
151 Martin
Birmingham, MI  48009
Ph:  248-530-1850  Ext. 1837
Fax: 248-530-1290

--  
Paul T. O'Meara
City of Birmingham, MI
City Engineer
 
248-530-1836
pomeara@bhamgov.org
 

mailto:sdelpup@bhamgov.org
mailto:kristybarrett1@yahoo.com
tel:(248)%20530-1850
tel:(248)%20530-1290
tel:(248)%20530-1836
mailto:pomeara@bhamgov.org
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Re: Islands on Maple 
1 message

Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org> Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 2:27 PM
To: Julie Leonard <julieleonard270@icloud.com>, Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Paul O'Meara
<pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Julie,

Thank you for taking the time to write regarding the proposed pedestrian island.  I am copying Jana Ecker, Planning
Director, and Paul O'Meara, City Engineer, so that all involved receive your input. 

Regards,

On Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 1:57 PM, Julie Leonard <julieleonard270@icloud.com> wrote: 
To Whom it May Concern, 
I like the idea of the islands to help create a safer area for pedestrians to cross. 
My concern comes with the island between Puritan and Suffield.  The traffic turning left onto Maple from Arlington is
busy and it’s often difficult to find an opening in traffic. It’s usually necessary to turn left into the middle lane and then
wait for traffic West bound on Maple to clear before merging. The island will restrict the amount of space that can be
used. 
Also, would you be able to have the sign say “Yield to Pedestrians” rather than “Stop for Pedestrians”? I think people
see the word Stop and think it’s a Stop sign rather than just stopping for pedestrian traffic. 
Thanks. 
Julie Leonard 
270 Suffield Ave 
Birmingham 
 
 

--  

Sue DelPup 
Admin. Assistant
Planning/Engineering
City of Birmingham
151 Martin
Birmingham, MI  48009
Ph:  248-530-1850  Ext. 1837
Fax: 248-530-1290

mailto:julieleonard270@icloud.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=270+Suffield+Ave+%0D+Birmingham&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(248)%20530-1850
tel:(248)%20530-1290


11/16/2017 City of Birmingham MI Mail - Re: Crossings on Maple

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4607cf6df1&jsver=M-xhRWn0lp0.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15fc5362762291cf&siml=15fc5362762291cf 1/1

Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Re: Crossings on Maple 
1 message

Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org> Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 9:23 AM
To: Eric Voeffray <evoeffray@gmail.com>, Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Eric,

Thank you for taking the time to write regarding the proposed pedestrian islands.  I am copying Jana Ecker, Planning
Director, and Paul O'Meara, City Engineer, so that all involved receive your input.

Regards,

On Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 6:49 PM, Eric Voeffray <evoeffray@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello, I wanted to give my input on the crossings, especially the one near Suffield. These crossings are desperately
needed. We live on Fairfax and frequently cross Maple to visit friends on Pleasant or Arlington. These days, crossing,
especially with children, is quite difficult and feels dangerous. Traffic is often so constant that crossing becomes quite a
challenge, and you end up running across when it feels the least dangerous. This seems crazy in a walkable
community. We have actually discussed starting to drive, even though it is such a short walk, simply because it is safer.
I am a strong supporter of all 3 crosswalks. 
 
In addition, Oak has become a tougher road to cross since it was improved. Since then, traffic and speeds have
increased. At busy times it is more challenging then it should be to cross Oak. Again, especially with kids you need to
cross quickly, and pick the best moment, especially at morning or evening rush hours, or on weekends. The multi
modal plan included bump outs at Suffield, which would help. The speeds between Chesterfield and Lake Park are too
fast. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
Eric Voeffray 
621 Fairfax 
 
Sent from my iPhone

--  

Sue DelPup 
Admin. Assistant
Planning/Engineering
City of Birmingham
151 Martin
Birmingham, MI  48009
Ph:  248-530-1850  Ext. 1837
Fax: 248-530-1290

mailto:evoeffray@gmail.com
tel:(248)%20530-1850
tel:(248)%20530-1290
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Re: Maple Road Crosswalk Islands 
1 message

Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org> Mon, Nov 20, 2017 at 8:27 AM
To: Kurt Luedtke <kurtluedtke@gmail.com>, Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Kurt,

Thank you for taking the time to write regarding the proposed pedestrian islands.  I am copying Jana Ecker, Planning
Director, and Paul O'Meara, City Engineer, so that all involved receive your input. 

Regards

On Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 7:02 PM, Kurt Luedtke <kurtluedtke@gmail.com> wrote: 
Given the heavy traffic on Maple Road, I’m not sure any of these islands make much sense. There’s already a light at
Lakepark to facilitate pedestrians crossing. Another island between Suffield and Pilgrim seems a pedestrian
convenience at significant cost to motorists. The one near the Rouge River bridge may tempt pedestrians to cross just
at the point where traffic is acclerating on the downslopes. Are you sure this isn’t the walkable community run amok? 
 
Kurt Luedtke

--  

Sue DelPup 
Admin. Assistant
Planning/Engineering
City of Birmingham
151 Martin
Birmingham, MI  48009
Ph:  248-530-1850  Ext. 1837
Fax: 248-530-1290

mailto:kurtluedtke@gmail.com
tel:(248)%20530-1850
tel:(248)%20530-1290
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Re: Maple Road Crosswalk Islands 
1 message

Kurt Luedtke <kurtluedtke@gmail.com> Sat, Nov 25, 2017 at 12:45 PM
To: Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>
Cc: Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org>

On reflection, and having driving Maple Road several times since my first response, I
think a case might be made for a pedestrian walkway at the Rouge/Lincoln Park
crossing IF we knew how many would in fact  use that crossing, which I think would
vary substantially with the season and the weather. If we knew those numbers--(another
study?!)--and we wanted to be really innovative, I wonder if  such a thing as a crossing
that was seasonal might be designed to be installed, to come and go on the half-year.

Kurt Luedtke

On Mon, Nov 20, 2017 at 11:39 AM, Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org> wrote: 
Thanks for your comment Mr. Luedtke.  I will include your comments for the Board's review prior to the next meeting.  
 
On Mon, Nov 20, 2017 at 8:27 AM, Susan Delpup <sdelpup@bhamgov.org> wrote: 

Kurt,
 
Thank you for taking the time to write regarding the proposed pedestrian islands.  I am copying Jana Ecker, Planning
Director, and Paul O'Meara, City Engineer, so that all involved receive your input. 
 
Regards
 
On Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 7:02 PM, Kurt Luedtke <kurtluedtke@gmail.com> wrote: 

Given the heavy traffic on Maple Road, I’m not sure any of these islands make much sense. There’s already a light
at Lakepark to facilitate pedestrians crossing. Another island between Suffield and Pilgrim seems a pedestrian
convenience at significant cost to motorists. The one near the Rouge River bridge may tempt pedestrians to cross
just at the point where traffic is acclerating on the downslopes. Are you sure this isn’t the walkable community run
amok? 
 
Kurt Luedtke

 
 
 
--  

Sue DelPup 
Admin. Assistant
Planning/Engineering
City of Birmingham
151 Martin
Birmingham, MI  48009
Ph:  248-530-1850  Ext. 1837
Fax: 248-530-1290

 
 
 
--  
Paul T. O'Meara
City of Birmingham, MI
City Engineer
 

mailto:pomeara@bhamgov.org
mailto:sdelpup@bhamgov.org
mailto:kurtluedtke@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=City+of+Birmingham151+Martin&entry=gmail&source=g
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Islands 
1 message

jfmei@aol.com <jfmei@aol.com> Sat, Nov 25, 2017 at 12:50 PM
To: pomeara@bhamgov.org
Cc: Elbert Dulworth <edulworth@fumc.org>, edulworth@fumcbirmingham.org, lewlakfam@gmail.com, swarthout@gmail.com

Dear Mr. O’Meara,

As a member of the First United Methodist Church of Birmingham Board of Trustees, I would like to provide our
comments relative to the above subject as requested in your November 15, 2017 memo.

After review of the Pedestrian Island proposals, we conclude that the only location that affects the church is the island
located east of the church east entrance. We believe this island will cause traffic to back-up when westbound vehicles
attempt to enter our east entrance. 

Additionally, it is our opinion that this pedestrian crossing in the middle of a block would be safer if located  at the
corner of Puritan and W.Maple, people expect to cross at corners.

Please include these comments in your deliberations relative to the installation of the Pedestrian Island east of First
United Methodist Church of Birmingham.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely yours,
Frank Mei

Frank Mei
Mobile: 1-248-210-6841
Sent from my iPad

tel:(248)%20210-6841










 
CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017 

City Commission Room  
151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 

 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board held Thursday, December 7, 2017.   
 
Chairperson Vionna Adams convened the meeting at 6 p.m. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Board Members Lara Edwards, Johanna Slanga, Michael Surnow; 

Alternate Board Members Daniel Isaksen, Katie Schafer 
 
Absent: Board Members Amy Folberg, Vice-Chairperson Andy Lawson, 

Daniel Rontal   
 
Administration:  Lauren Chapman, Asst. Planner 
  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Austin Fletcher, Asst. City Engineer 
Scott Grewe, Police Dept. Commander 

  Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
     
Also Present: Julie Kroll from Fleis & Vandenbrink “F&V”), Transportation 

Engineering Consultants and Joe Nichol from MKSK, Urban 
Design and Strategy 

 
2. INTRODUCTIONS  
 
Ms. Kroll introduced Joe Nichol of MKSK, who said he is looking forward to 
helping the board accomplish its goals. 
 
 
3. REVIEW AGENDA  
 
Ms. Ecker announced that the Crosswalk Materials Study is postponed to the 
January meeting. 
 
 
 
 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES, Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 ("MMTB") MEETING OF NOVEMBER 2, 2017 
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Motion by Ms. Edwards 
Seconded by Ms. Slanga to approve the MMTB Minutes of November 2, 
2017 as presented. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Edwards, Slanga, Adams, Surnow, Isaksen, Schafer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Folberg, Lawson, Rontal 
 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 
 W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Crossing Islands  
 
The public hearing opened at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Mr. O’Meara provided background and brought up views of the locations.  The 
most recent plans for the installation of pedestrian islands on W. Maple Rd. were 
reviewed by the MMTB at their meeting of November 2, 2017. The following 
locations were recommended:  

• Lakepark Ave., at the existing marked crosswalk located at the traffic 
signal. 

• East of Hawthorne Ave.  Since there is no traffic signal, the 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon is proposed at the Hawthorne 
Ave. site only. This location is also endorsed by Parks and 
Recreation because it provides a nice connection from the path to 
the north, crossing and then linking up to the south down to the trail 
system. 

 
Although not reflected in the MMTB resolution on November 2, 2017, discussion 
was also held about the Master Plan suggestion for the installation of a 
pedestrian island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. The question is whether 
or not it would really draw that much use by pedestrians. 
 
The Chairperson called for public comments. 
 
Ms. Pat Hayes, who lives on the corner of Pilgrim and Pine, was concerned 
about how the Fire Dept. would get through with the islands there and cars 
bumper to bumper.  Ms. Ecker replied the Fire and Police Depts. had no 
concerns with the three proposed islands.  These are small islands which will 
afford the opportunity for vehicles to move into the middle lane if a fire truck has 
to get through. 
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Mr. Surnow said he hasn’t seen enough pedestrian traffic along Maple Rd. to 
justify doing anything.  Ms. Ecker noted that the islands will calm traffic. 
 
Ms. Gail Widdy, 165 Baldwin, said she sees people trying to cross Maple Rd. 
with dogs or kids and it is scary because the cars come by fast.  So she can 
definitely see the value of the islands.  Her experience is at the Rouge River 
crossing. 
 
Mr. Don Byerlein, 316 Pilgrim, didn’t think any crossing islands should be 
constructed.   He thought they would cause a lot of accidents. 
 
Mr. Joe Lieberman, who lives on the corner of Glenhurst and Brookwood, 
thought this is a horrible idea for all the reasons stated. 
 
Mr. Michael Clawson, 139 Pilgrim, supported the islands because drivers have 
been using the left hand turn lane to merge. However he was not sure how many 
people would use the island between Suffield and Pilgrim. 
 
Ms. Pat Hayes spoke again to say it is very difficult for drivers to get across  
Maple Rd. from Arlington to go south because the traffic lights are not 
synchronized to turn red at the same time. Mr. O’Meara noted if the lights were 
red at the same time the existing 35 mph timing would not work. 
 
Ms. Slanga asked for the Police Dept. to gather some general observations 
about 1) people using the left hand turn lane for merging; and 2) whether enough 
gaps are being created.  Commander Grewe said they have been targeting 
people who are using the turn lane to merge.  Also, it is always safer to make a 
right turn rather than a left.   
 
Ms. Judy Dielman, 1060 N. Glenhurst, says she sees backups along Maple Rd. 
going east or west and it is very difficult if vehicles want to get across.  Further, 
making a left turn is impossible because there is never a break.   
 
Mr. Isaksen noted the needs of emergency vehicles have been considered and 
the Fire Dept. has given the green light on this project.  He thought the board 
should trust their judgment on that.  He has not seen a connection between how 
the islands make the problem of making a left turn worse.  Those problems will 
continue to be there after the islands are installed.    
 
Ms. Edwards thought they need to balance cost with traffic calming measures.  
She was definitely in favor of the crossing island that connects the parks.  
 
Ms. Schafer was in favor of the island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. 
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Chairperson Adams favored placing an island between Hawthorne Rd. and  
Baldwin Ave. connecting the trail system following the Rouge River corridor.  She 
had no strong feelings on the other islands. 
 
Mr. Surnow was fine with the Lakepark crossing island.  Also he thought the 
island that connects the trails makes logical sense.  However he didn’t see the 
need for an island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. because he isn’t 
convinced there is enough pedestrian traffic to justify it.  Maybe visit it at a later 
date if there is a demonstrated need for it.  
 
Mr. Isaksen echoed Mr. Surnow’s thoughts on this. 
 
Motion by Ms. Slanga 
Seconded by Ms. Schafer to recommend the installation of pedestrian 
islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at Hawthorne Ave. and Lakepark Ave. 
in accordance with the attached plans. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Slanga, Schafer, Adams, Edward, Surnow, Isaksen 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Folberg, Lawson, Rontal 
 
Mr. O’Meara noted that based on the recommendation, staff will put together a 
cost estimate, and forward it to the City Commission for their final decision. 
  
The public hearing closed at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
6. 2018 PAVING PROJECTS   
  
Mr. O'Meara recalled that at the meeting of November 2, 2017, staff reviewed the 
potential for Multi-Modal improvements on the three streets planned for 
reconstruction in 2018. The following briefly reviews the discussion from that 
meeting for each street, and what has been prepared in the meantime. 
 
BENNAVILLE AVE – EDGEWOOD AVE. TO GRANT ST. 
 
At the last meeting, it was noted that the existing street is 32 ft. wide, and that the 
City’s standard today for a new local street of this nature is 26 ft.  Reconstructing 
the road at the narrower width would reduce the length of the crosswalks at each 
end of the block, which would be an improvement for pedestrians.  
 



MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

Planning Dept. 
Police Dept. 

DATE: January 5, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
Scott Grewe, Police Commander 
Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: 2018 Local Streets Paving Program 
Multi-Modal Transportation Board Recommendation 

As a part of our ongoing effort to maintain infrastructure, the following streets have been 
budgeted for complete reconstruction, including the replacement of water mains, sewers, and 
street pavements: 

Bennaville Ave. – Edgewood Ave. to Grant St. 
Ruffner Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 
Chapin Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 

It is the intent of the Engineering Dept. to package these three streets together into one larger 
contract for the purposes of construction.  In order that the staff can devote most of its 
attention to the Old Woodward Ave. project while it is underway, the intent is to construct this 
project from July to November, 2018.   

In accordance with current policy, the street segments were reviewed for any suggested 
changes or improvements that may be referenced in the Multi-Modal Master Plan.  No changes 
were suggested for any of these streets.  However, a review of the current conditions, and 
suggestions for refinement, were discussed at both the November and December Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board (MMTB) meetings.  Upon finalizing suggested recommendations, aerial 
maps of each street were prepared and posted on the City’s website.  The property owners on 
all three streets, as well as the Woodward Ave. commercial property owners that may use the 
alley entrances to these streets, were invited by mailed postcard to a public hearing held at 
their meeting of January 4, 2018.  The following summarizes the existing conditions and 
proposed changes for each street. 
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Bennaville Ave. – Edgewood Ave. to Grant St. 
 
This relatively short block was constructed with a 321 ft. wide pavement in 1948.  The entire 
road is being removed and replaced with new concrete.  After study and review with staff, the 
MMTB recommended that the new street be replaced at the current standard 26 ft. width.  (A 
26 ft. wide pavement provides enough space for one vehicle to pass slowly between two parked 
cars.)  The narrower street would provide more green space between the sidewalks and the 
curbs, reduce storm water runoff, reduce traffic speeds, and reduce the length of the 
crosswalks at each end of the block.   
 
Residents from five different households appeared before the Board at the hearing, all stating 
that they did not agree with the recommendation.  All indicated that they feel that their block is 
a unique circumstance in that it is relatively short, does not serve a large number of homes, and 
motorists must stop and turn at each end of the block.  They do not see a problem with cut-
through traffic, and speeding is not an issue.  Several of the residents commented that they are 
familiar with the streets that are more narrow to the east (closer to Woodward Ave.).  They find 
that they are more congested and difficult to navigate, and they did not wish to see their street 
also have such problems.  No one at the meeting supported the reduced street width. 
 
In response, the MMTB passed a motion 7-0 recommending that Bennaville Ave. be 
reconstructed at its current width of 32 ft.  The recommendation is reflected in the suggested 
resolution at the end of this memo.   
 
Ruffner Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 
 
On the residential section (Grant St. to the Woodward Ave. alley), the original pavement was 
constructed at 28 ft. wide in 1947.  Since then, several City trees have matured, and are now 
growing very close to or even over the existing curb.  After review with staff, the MMTB  
recommended that the new street be narrowed by 2 feet to the 26 ft. wide standard.  Doing so 
would help the contractor work to save the majority of the large trees by providing a small 
amount of space between the trees and the new concrete curb.  The reduced width would also 
increase green space, shorten crossing distances, and reduce traffic speeds.   
 
In addition, the MMTB recommended that three foot wide curb extensions (bumpouts) be 
constructed just west of the intersection with the alley, to help provide a gateway and 
separation between the residential and commercial sections of the street, as well as to calm 
westbound traffic as it enters the residential portion of the block. 
 
On the commercial section of Ruffner Ave. (from the alley to Woodward Ave.), the existing 
street was constructed at 32 ft. wide.  The MMTB explored the idea of adding bumpouts at the 
intersection with Woodward Ave.  However, given the adjacent businesses’ need to unload 
goods from the alley, and given the sharp right turn that is required off of Woodward Ave. to 
get to the alley, any reduction of the street width would cause potential for conflicts between 
the trucks and parked cars on the south side of the street.  It is not clear if the Michigan Dept. 

1 All street dimensions in this report are measured from the face of curb to the other face of curb.  
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of Transportation would approve any reduction to the street width in this area either.  Given 
these concerns, the MMTB felt that the gateway feature into the neighborhood would provide a 
more clear benefit to the area, and recommended reconstructing the commercial block to match 
its current configuration.  
 
There were no residents from Ruffner Ave. in attendance at the public hearing.  One resident 
sent an email prior to the meeting expressing support for the changes.  The MMTB passed a 
final recommendation describing the changes as noted above, which is reflected in the 
suggested resolution below.   
 
Chapin Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 
 
When constructed in 1946, the block between Grant St. and Cummings St. was constructed at 
26 ft. wide, which matches the current City standard.  Fortunately, the additional green space 
has allowed for some room to remain between the curb and the adjacent City trees.  The MMTB 
recommended that the new street pavement match the existing conditions on this block. 
 
Between Cummings St. and the Woodward Ave. alley, the existing street is two feet wider, at 
28 ft.  Like Ruffner Ave., conflicts with existing trees would exist here if the City attempted to 
reconstruct the street at its current width.  Also like Ruffner Ave., the MMTB recommended that 
the street be reconstructed two feet narrower to match the City’s current standard of 26 ft.  
Further, the same gateway treatment is recommended just west of the alley.  Constructing 
three foot wide curb extensions into the road would provide a separation between the 
residential and commercial sections of the street, and calm westbound traffic as it enters the 
residential portion of the block. 
 
On the commercial section of Chapin Ave. (from the alley to Woodward Ave.), the existing 
street was constructed at 28 ft. wide, just slightly wider than the typical standard width for local 
streets.  Given that parking demand is higher and truck turns are more frequent in this area, 
the MMTB recommended reconstructing this segment to match its current width of 28 ft.   
 
Like Ruffner Ave., the MMTB explored the idea of adding bumpouts at the intersection with 
Woodward Ave.  However, given the adjacent businesses’ need to unload goods from the alley, 
and given the sharp right turn that is required off of Woodward Ave. to get to the alley, any 
reduction of the street width would cause potential for conflicts between the trucks and parked 
cars on the south side of the street.  It is also not clear if the Michigan Dept. of Transportation 
would approve any reduction to the street width in this area.  Given these concerns, the MMTB 
felt that the gateway feature into the neighborhood would provide a more clear benefit to the 
area, and recommended reconstructing the commercial block to match its current configuration. 
 
At the hearing, two households from Chapin Ave. were represented.  Both spoke against the 
narrowing proposed on the block east of Cummings Ave., and one spoke against the bumpouts, 
expressing concerns over congestion.  No one spoke in favor of the suggested changes. The 
MMTB passed a final recommendation describing the changes as noted above, which is 
reflected in the suggested resolution below.  It is noted that the Board voted 4-3 on this 
motion, as some were uncomfortable proceeding with the changes on Chapin Ave. given the 
lack of expressed support.  
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Summary 
 
The MMTB review of these streets provided a good opportunity to obtain input from not only 
the Board, but also the adjacent property owners, about the future of these streets.  The 
refinements on Ruffner Ave. and Chapin Ave. will help reduce vehicle speeds, save existing 
trees, and provide a new separation from the residential and commercial sections of the 
neighborhood, while not obstructing or creating new hardships for traffic.  The Board saw the 
block of Bennaville Ave. as a unique circumstance wherein traffic problems are not prevalent.  
Since there is strong sentiment to leave things as they are, the Board elected not to impose the 
reduced width that had been contemplated.   
 
Once final direction is received by the City Commission, staff will proceed to final design and 
work to put together bidding documents as soon as possible. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To accept the recommendations of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board relative to the 
reconstruction of the following streets: 
 

1. Bennaville Ave. between Edgewood Ave. and Grant St. shall be reconstructed to match 
its current width of 32 ft.  

2. Ruffner Ave. and Chapin Ave. between Grant St. and the Woodward Ave. alley shall be 
reconstructed as a 26 ft. wide street, supplemented with 3 ft. wide curb extensions 
(bumpouts) immediately west of the intersection with the alley.   

3. Ruffner Ave. between the Woodward Ave. alley to Woodward Ave. shall be 
reconstructed to match its current width of 32 ft. 

4. Chapin Ave. between the Woodward Ave. alley to Woodward Ave. shall be reconstructed 
to match its current width of 28 ft. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept. 
DATE:   October 27, 2017 
 
TO:   Advisory Parking Committee 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: 2018 Paving Projects 
 
 
The Engineering Dept. plans to issue plans for bids on two paving contracts during the 2018 
construction season: 
 

1. Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 
2. 2018 Local Street Paving Project 

 
The first project was designed last year, and reviewed previously by the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board.  The design has not changed with respect to Multi-Modal criteria, so no 
further review is needed.  The second project involves the complete reconstruction of the 
following streets: 
 
Bennaville Ave. – Edgewood Ave. to Grant St. 
Ruffner Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 
Chapin Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave. 
 
The specified blocks are highlighted in teal on the attached map of 2018 projects. 
 
The following is a detail of what is proposed. 
 
Bennaville Ave. 
 
The existing pavement on this block was installed at 32 ft. wide, in 1948.  The road width is 
wider than the current 27 ft. standard width the City installs on unimproved streets today.  This 
street has a wider right-of-way (60 ft.), which allows for the wider pavement while still 
maintaining a relatively wide lawn section between the sidewalks and curbs.  There are no 
suggested changes to this street in the Multi-Modal Master Plan.   
 
Typically, when streets are being reconstructed due to age, the City would replace the 
pavement to match the current condition.  A new concrete pavement with curbs is proposed.  
There are no existing tree conflicts with the existing pavement width. 
 
The options for this pavement include the following: 
 

1. Replace the street at 32 ft. wide.  Doing so would maintain the current good conditions 
for bicycles, but would provide no improvements for pedestrians.  This is not a 
designated bike route in the master plan. 

1 
 
 



2. Replace the street at a reduced width of 27 ft. wide.   Doing so would allow for parking 
to remain legal on both sides of the street.  Available street width would be reduced for 
bicycles, but would improve conditions for pedestrians by reducing the length of the 
crosswalks at each end of the block. 

 
No input has been solicited from residents on the block.  Maneuvering in and out of driveways 
will become more difficult if the road is narrowed, particularly at times when parked cars are 
prevalent.  If the Board prefers recommending a narrower pavement, it is suggested that a 
public hearing be held to obtain input from the residents. 
 
Ruffner Ave. 
 
The existing pavement was installed at 29 ft. for the residential section (west of the Woodward 
Ave. alley) in 1947.  Since the right-of-way is small at 50 ft., several mature street trees are 
currently growing very close or even on top of the curb and gutter.  Attempting to rebuild the 
street at the current width would be impossible unless the mature trees are removed.  Since 
many similar streets function with a width of 27 ft., it is recommended that the new street be 
installed at 27 ft.  The one foot of space will create the ability to construct the street around the 
large, mature trees.  This minor change will result in little impact to the adjacent residents or 
users of the street. 
 
The existing pavement between the alley and Woodward Ave., the commercial section, is 
currently 32 ft.  Like several of the streets in this area, the section off of Woodward Ave. was 
paved wider to support the adjacent commercial uses.  For example, the adjacent Savon-Drugs 
store needed the parking spaces on Ruffner Ave. as part of its official count for site plan 
approval.  There are no trees in conflict with this width, therefore, a 32 ft. wide street to match 
the existing is recommended.  In order to improve conditions for pedestrians at the Woodward 
Ave. crosswalk, it is recommended that 2.5 ft. bumpouts be installed at the approach to 
Woodward Ave., thereby reducing the width back to the minimum width for residential streets.  
Since this is adjacent to Woodward Ave., this design feature would be subject to approval by 
the Michigan Dept. of Transportation.   
 
Chapin Ave. 
 
The existing pavement from Grant St. to Cummings St. was installed at 26 ft. in 1946.  This 
width is narrower (by 12”) than what is recommended today.  There are no existing tree 
conflicts, therefore, we recommend that the new pavement match the existing, at 26 ft. wide. 
 
East of Cummings Ave., which is both residential and commercial, the existing pavement was 
installed at 29 ft.  Conflicts with mature trees on the residential section would make it 
impossible to replace the street at this width, unless these trees are removed.  No such conflicts 
exist in the short commercial section between the alley and Woodward Ave.  It is recommended 
that the new street be constructed at 27 ft. wide (matching the City standard) in order to 
maintain the mature trees, widening to 29 ft. at the commercial section.  Since 29 ft. is only 2 
ft. wider than the minimum, no bumpouts are recommended at the Woodward Ave. approach. 
 
Two suggested motions are provided below for your consideration: 
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For Bennaville Ave.: 
 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION A: 
 
To recommend to the City Commission that Bennaville Ave. between Edgewood Ave. and Grant 
St. be reconstructed with a 32 ft. wide concrete pavement back of curb to back of curb 
(matching the existing width), and installing ADA compliant handicap ramps at each 
intersection. 
 
Or –  
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION A: 
 
To endorse the installation of a 27 ft. wide pavement back of curb to back of curb on Bennaville 
Ave. between Edgewood Ave. and Grant St., and to schedule a public hearing at the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board for December 7, 2017, at 6 PM. 
 
For Ruffner Ave. and Chapin Ave.: 
 
To recommend to the City Commission that the following streets be constructed with ADA 
compliant handicap ramps at each intersection, further, to install concrete pavement at the 
following widths: 
 

1. Ruffner Ave., Grant St. to alley west of Woodward Ave. – 27 ft. back of curb to back of 
curb. 

2. Ruffner Ave., alley west of Woodward Ave. to Woodward Ave. – 32 ft. back of curb to 
back of curb, matching the existing width, and installing 2.5 ft. bumpouts at the 
approach to Woodward Ave. to reduce the length of the pedestrian width at this 
location, subject to approval by the Michigan Dept. of Transportation. 

3. Chapin Ave., Grant St. to Cummings St. – 26 ft. back of curb to back of curb, matching 
existing conditions. 

4. Chapin Ave., Cummings St. to alley west of Woodward Ave. – 27 ft. back of curb to back 
of curb. 

5. Chapin Ave., alley west of Woodward Ave. to Woodward Ave. – 29 ft. back of curb to 
back of curb, matching existing conditions. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2017 
City Commission Room  

151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board held Thursday, November 2, 2017.   
 
Johanna Slanga convened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Board Members Lara Edwards, Amy Folberg, Daniel Rontal, 

Johanna Slanga, Michael Surnow; Alternate Board Members  
Daniel Isaksen, Katie Schafer 

 
Absent: Chairperson Vionna Adams, Vice-Chairperson Andy Lawson   
 
Administration:  Lauren Chapman, Asst. Planner 
  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Austin Fletcher, Asst. City Engineer 
Commander Scott Grewe, Police Dept. 

  Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
     
Also Present: Julie Kroll from Fleis & Vandenbrink  

 (“F&V”),Transportation Engineering Consultants 
 
Motion by Mr. Surnow 
Seconded by Mr. Isaksen to elect Johanna Slanga as temporary 
chairperson. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Surnow, Isaksen, Edwards, Folberg, Rontal, Schafer, Slanga 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
2. INTRODUCTIONS (none) 
 
 
3. REVIEW AGENDA (no change) 
 
 



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES, Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 ("MMTB") MEETING OF OCTOBER 19, 2017 
 
Motion by Ms. Folberg 
Seconded by Dr. Rontal to approve the MMTB Minutes of October 19, 2017 
as presented. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Folberg, Rontal, Edwards, Isaksen, Schafer, Slanga, Surnow 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 
 S. Eton Rd. Corridor Multi-Modal Options 
 Lincoln Ave. to 14 Mile Rd.  
 
The public hearing opened at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Ms. Ecker gave an overview.  On October 19, 2017, the MMTB reviewed and 
discussed a total of 12 different conceptual options prepared by F&V for the 
MMTB to consider for the S. Eton corridor between Lincoln Ave. and 14 Mile Rd.  
 
After much discussion, the MMTB reached consensus and voted unanimously to 
recommend conceptual option B-2 to move forward to a public hearing on 
November 2, 2017. Option B-2 includes maintaining the existing roadway width 
at 28 ft. It would shift the center line to the east to create two travel lanes 
and use a portion of the public right-of-way between the curb and the sidewalk to 
add an 8 ft. bi-directional bike lane and 2 ft. of landscaped area on the west side, 
buffered from moving traffic by a striped on-street parking lane. On-street parking 
is a convenience for the residents but it is also a traffic calming measure.  
 
The board's other recommendations include curb bump-outs at side street 
intersections that make the crosswalks shorter so they are safer for pedestrians; 
new ADA ramps at all street crossings; and green marked areas for bikes to 
cross the street.  All of the existing trees will remain. 
 
A public hearing invitation was mailed to all property owners located along the S. 
Eton corridor to allow for review and comment by adjacent owners.  
 
Ms. Kroll discussed how the bikes and pedestrians will navigate the 14 Mile Rd. 
transition into Royal Oak. Bikers will queue up at the bike box which is located at 
the light in front of the stop bar.   



 
Mr. O'Meara explained for Ms. Edwards that the turning radii were studied at all 
of the corners with the side streets.  The bumpouts vary in size because each of 
the intersections comes in at a different angle.  Additionally, he clarified that 
presently it is not legal to park on S. Eton Rd. from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. However if 
this option is constructed that rule could be removed for the west side parking. 
 
Chairperson Slanga opened up discussion to the public. 
 
Ms. Cindy Chiara, 1622 S. Eton Rd., said she was a member of the Ad Hoc Rail 
District Study Committee.  She indicated that she is extremely disappointed that 
what happened in the Ad Hoc Committee is not what is now proposed.  The Ad 
Hoc Committee considered traffic, safety and walkability. Now everything is 
about bike lanes for maybe five bikes that come down that road. 
 
Ms. Edwards assured her that some ideas from the Ad Hoc Committee have 
been adopted.  Bumpouts will remain on the major cross streets. The idea of 
slowing traffic is included in this design because the travel lanes are narrowed.  
Chairperson Slanga noted that going forward it is a balance of everything. 
 
Mr. Thomas Giddeon said he lives on Humphrey and is an avid bicyclist.  He 
likes what is being proposed. 
 
Mr. Brian Chiara, 1622 S. Eton Rd., noticed that there has been no count of how 
many bicycles travel on S. Eton Rd. in a day.  He described how when he pulls in 
and out of his driveway he must go around a parked car, around a 2 ft. barrier, 
then there is a blind spot for bikers and pedestrians.  He concluded that he loves 
everything except the bike path. 
 
Mr. Morris Sunday, 1668 S. Eton Rd. said he agrees.  It seems like a lot of 
money to spend for a bike path.  To Mr. Chiara's point, how many bikes are 
actually going up and down S. Eton Rd. that this will benefit? He was not in favor 
of anything that will bring traffic closer to his house.  He also noted all of the 
things to be aware of just backing out of his driveway.  
 
Mr. Bob Mitchum, 1713 Mansfield, indicated his dislike of bumpouts. A driver 
almost has to pull into the oncoming lane to make a turn. 
 
Mr. Florian Dutke, 1608 S. Eton Rd., thought defining the travel lanes into 10 ft. 
sections may cause problems.  People will have trouble navigating the road.  
Backing down his driveway, he must look past the blind spot of his neighbor, plus 
the sidewalk, and then another blind spot caused by a tree in order to get past a 
bike lane behind that. Also the apron is shortened and he will lose the ability to 
park his car there when he needs to. Additionally he expressed concern about 
who will be responsible for plowing the bike lane in the winter.   



 
Ms. Schafer commented part of the reason the board came to this conclusion is 
because they wanted to accommodate bikers since that is part of the Multi-Modal 
Board's objective.  They only have a 28 ft. wide road to work with so they looked 
at 12 options.  They felt that on-street parking actually slows the traffic.  So their 
goal was to keep the cars on the street in the designated parking lane, not to 
make it harder for anyone to back out of their driveway. 
 
Dr. Rontal commented this is part of the designated regional bike route through 
the City.  The mandate of this board is to try and balance between pedestrians, 
vehicles, and bikes. 
 
Ms. Shirley Lebrens, 1779 Mansfield, said that Eton Rd. is not safe to bicycle on. 
So it is better to have the bicyclists in a safe area rather than on the road in 
harm's way. 
 
Mr. Surnow felt that while a lot of people don't like the bike path, it is the only 
place people can ride down a street like Eton Rd.  He doesn't think it is safe to 
ride there the way it is presently constructed. 
 
Chairperson Slanga requested they make sure not to introduce parking so close 
to people's driveways that they can't pull out or see around the bike path. 
 
Ms. Edwards noted the constraint the board is working under is not being able to 
change the curb-to-curb width of the existing road, which is 28 ft.  That is how the 
bike path got pushed to the easement because it is really wide on S. Eton Rd.  
 
Ms. Folberg thought they should find out who will be responsible for snow 
removal on the bike path. 
 
Mr. O'Meara noted for the record the two emails sent to the Board earlier this 
week.  One was opposed to the plan, and the other was neutral once they 
realized that the bike path was not on their side of the street.  He also said that 
he received a phone call from resident Betty Shinaberry on Mansfield, who was 
against the proposal because she thinks the traffic lanes need the width that is 
there presently. 
 
Mr. Isaksen observed that residents on the west side of Eton Rd. have not 
bought into the project yet.  Before he could vote comfortably for it he would need 
more of a consensus from those residents who are most directly affected.   
 
Mr. Surnow said if they are going to have a bike lane along Eton Rd., Option B-2 
is the safest and most practical way to achieve it.  Ms. Schafer added the board 
was confined by a number of constraints and this was the marriage of all of the 



considerations to make the road safer for everyone who uses it; walkers, bikers, 
and cars. 
 
Chairperson Slanga stated she would always want to increase the site distance 
backing out from driveways, even if that means taking out some parking. 
 
Motion by Mr. Surnow 
Seconded by Ms. Schafer that the Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
recommends the following improvements to S. Eton Rd. from Lincoln to 14 
Mile Rd.:  
 
1. Maintain the existing curb-to-curb road width of 28 ft.;  
2. Install an 8 ft. wide on-street parking lane on the west side of the street, 
separated from traffic with a solid line, and recommend 24-hour parking be 
permitted.  Conduct an engineering study to make certain that the sight 
distance is appropriate for anyone backing out of their driveway.  If it is 
not, parking should be eliminated to accommodate the proper sight 
distance; 
3. Shift the center line of S. Eton to the east to create two 10 ft. wide travel 
lanes for vehicles;  
4. Install an 8 ft. wide bidirectional bike lane 2 ft. from the back of curb on 
the west side of S. Eton;  
5. Maintain a 2 ft. wide landscaped buffer between the on-street parking 
lane and the bike lane;  
6. Install curb bumpouts and crosswalks at the intersections of S. Eton and 
Bradford, Sheffield, Humphrey, Melton and Lincoln as noted on the B-2 
plan;  
7. Install new ADA ramps at all street crossings from Lincoln to 14 Mile Rd.;  
8. Install green marked bicycle crossings on the western leg of the 
intersections of S. Eton and Bradford, Sheffield, Humphrey, Melton and 
Lincoln as noted on the B-2 plan. 
9. The City and not the residents assumes responsibility for the 
maintenance of the 8 ft. bike lane; and 
10. The center line will be striped. 
 
Comments on the motion were taken from the audience at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Ms. Cindy Chiara said that having bikers cross over to the east side of N. Eton is 
confusing to her.  Also she did not like giving up parking on the driveway apron 
and having to put her car in the street where it might get hit.  
 
Mr. Florian Dutke indicated he is disappointed there isn't more data on the 
number of bicycles. He was in favor of mocking up a section of the road with 
plastic bollard bumpouts to give an idea if traffic speed is reduced.   
 



Mr. Bob Mitchum noted that police are always at the intersection of Eton Rd. and 
Sheffield watching people go through the stop sign. 
 
Ms. Shirley Lebrens spoke in favor of adding strategically placed speed bumps.  
Chairperson Slanga responded the challenge is the maintenance of them.  
Basically they do the same thing as a stop sign where people will rush up to 
them, slow down, go over, and then rush off. 
 
Motion carried, 6-1. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  Surnow, Schafer, Edwards, Folberg, Rontal, Slanga 
Nays:  Isaksen 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
The public hearing closed at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
6. W. MAPLE RD. PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ISLANDS  
 Review of pedestrian crossing island locations and designs 
 
Mr. O'Meara offered background.  The W. Maple Rd. corridor was studied 
extensively by the MMTB in preparation for the resurfacing of this road from 
Cranbrook Rd. to Southfield Rd. in 2015. Now that the paving has been 
completed, and a continuous left turn lane has been installed, the City has the 
opportunity to consider the installation of pedestrian refuge islands along this 
corridor, as referenced in the Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan. 
 
Since the road construction has been completed, staff has studied the potential 
for crosswalk islands. Detailed plans were prepared for the potential islands at 
the following locations:  
1. Chesterfield Ave.  
2. Lakepark Ave.  
3. East of Hawthorne Rd. (just east of the recommended Baldwin Ave. location).  
These three island locations have received the most attention to date because 
they are either located at a traffic signal, which improves safety for pedestrians, 
or in the case of the one east of Hawthorne Rd., represent an important link in 
the City’s River Rouge Trail system. 
 
Chesterfield Ave.: The drawback of this location is the adjacency of the City’s 
Chesterfield Ave. Fire Station. The improved fire station has been designed to 
accommodate one of the department’s larger engines. Truck turning 
requirements were studied for right turns from the new driveway to Maple Rd. 
and conflicts were found to exist. After review with the Fire Dept., it was decided 
that installation of a pedestrian island at this location could cause potential 



conflicts with emergency vehicles, thereby increasing response time for Fire 
Dept. personnel. The construction of an island is not recommended at this 
location.. 
 
Lakepark Ave.: Given that a traffic signal operates here, a marked crosswalk on 
the east leg of the intersection already exists. The plan indicates that a raised 
pedestrian island can be installed at the current marked crosswalk location, and 
still allow room for left turning trucks out of Lakepark Ave. The suggested location 
for a pedestrian island appears to work well, and is recommended at this time. 
 
East of Hawthorne Ave.: The Master Plan recommends the installation of a 
pedestrian island and improved crosswalk at Baldwin Ave. However, further 
study of this location indicated that sight distance for vehicles traveling Maple 
Rd., given the curvature of the road and hill in this area is such that it is not a 
good location to encourage pedestrian crossings. Further study of the area 
revealed similar concerns along most of this section.. However, just west of the 
existing Rouge River bridge, a location with suitable sight distance from both 
directions does exist. Further, the location would line up with the existing Rouge 
River trail as it extends north toward Quarton Lake. The drawback of this location 
is that it would conflict with an existing residential driveway for the home located 
at 123 Hawthorne Rd. If the driveway for this house was not relocated, safety for 
left turns into the driveway would be compromised, as the left turn lane would not 
be available for this movement. A modified plan was presented to the 
homeowner, and they have indicated their support for the changes. Moving the 
driveway to the west would allow sufficient space for a sidewalk connection to the 
existing Maple Rd. sidewalk (which then leads to the continuation of the Rouge 
River trail to the south), and it allows for left turning movements into the 
driveway. The Master Plan recommended the installation of a Rectangular Rapid 
Flashing Beacon ("RRFB") at this location, The RRFB would be actuated by a 
pushbutton installed at the crossing, and is an effective means of alerting 
motorists to the fact that a pedestrian is crossing the road. The pedestrian island, 
along with the RRFB, is recommended at this location. 
 
Ms. Ecker noted now that the Chesterfield Ave. location is not being considered, 
staff requests input from the MMTB as to whether the suggested location 
between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. (mid-block crossing) as recommended in 
the Multi-Modal Master Plan should be explored further at this time. There are no 
apparent obstacles at this location; however, there is little activity as well. If 
installed, it would be located about 980 ft. to the west of the new Lakepark Ave. 
island, or less than 0.2 mile. If there is agreement on the preferred locations and 
direction, a public hearing would be appropriate before a final recommendation is 
forwarded to the City Commission.  
 



Dr. Rontal observed the crossing would connect to the Arlington neighborhood 
which connects down to Lincoln.  Chairperson Slanga stated the use is small at 
that location.  Residents on the northern side can be contacted for feedback. 
 
Motion by Ms. Edwards 
Seconded by Dr. Rontal to recommend the installation of pedestrian 
islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at the following locations:  

• Lakepark Ave. 
• East of Hawthorne Ave. 

The Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon is recommended at the Hawthorne 
Ave. location only. 
Further, to conduct a public hearing to solicit input for this proposal at the 
regular meeting of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board, scheduled for 
Thursday, December 7th at 6 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Edwards, Rontal, Folberg, Isaksen, Schafer, Slanga, Surnow 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Adams, Lawson 
 
 
7. 2018 PAVING PROJECTS   
  
 
Mr. O'Meara advised the Engineering Dept. plans to issue plans for bids on two 
paving contracts during the 2018 construction season:  
1. Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project;  
2. 2018 Local Street Paving Project.  
 
The first project was designed last year, and reviewed previously by the MMTB. 
The design has not changed with respect to Multi-Modal criteria, so no further 
review is needed. The second project involves the complete reconstruction of the 
following streets:  

• Bennaville Ave. – Edgewood Ave. to Grant St.;  
• Ruffner Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave.;  
• Chapin Ave. – Grant St. to Woodward Ave.  

The Multi-Modal Master Plan has no comments for these streets. 
 
Bennaville Ave.: The existing pavement on this block was installed at 33 ft. wide 
in 1948. The road width is wider than the current 27 ft. standard width the City 
installs on unimproved streets today. Typically, when streets are being 
reconstructed due to age, the City would replace the pavement to match the 
current condition. A new concrete pavement with curbs is proposed.  



 
The options for this pavement include the following:  
1. Replace the street at 33 ft. wide. Doing so would maintain the current good 
conditions for bicycles, but would provide no improvements for pedestrians.  
2. Replace the street at a reduced width of 27 ft. wide. Doing so would allow for 
parking to remain legal on both sides of the street. Available street width would 
be reduced for bicycles, but would improve conditions for pedestrians.  
Maneuvering in and out of driveways will become more difficult if the road is 
narrowed, particularly at times when parked cars are prevalent.  
 
Ruffner Ave.: The existing pavement was installed at 29 ft. for the residential 
section (west of the Woodward Ave. alley) in 1947. Between the alley and 
Woodward Ave. next to the business section on Woodward Ave. the pavement is 
33 ft. wide.  The recommendation is to rebuild Ruffner to 27 ft. wide or else there 
would be conflicts with several mature street trees are currently growing very 
close or even on top of the curb and gutter. The width adjacent to Woodward 
Ave. would be matched with the idea that bumpouts could be built at the 
Woodward Ave. intersection to make the road smaller when first driving into the 
neighborhood but still support the parking demand from the commercial section.  
Three ft. bumpouts are recommended on both sides.   
 
Board members recommended that the turning radii be further studied in order to 
clarify that it is doable.  Since this is adjacent to Woodward Ave., this design 
feature would be subject to approval by the Michigan Dept. of Transportation. 
 
Chapin Ave.: The existing pavement from Grant St. to Cummings St. was 
installed at 27 ft. in 1946 and then widened to 29 ft. between Cummings St. and 
Woodward Ave. It is recommended that the new street be constructed at 27 ft. 
wide (matching the City standard) in order to maintain the mature trees, and 
widening to 29 ft. at the Woodward Ave. commercial section. 
 
The board thought that the options should be studied for turning radii and 
bumpouts to make sure they will work.   
 
It was noted that ADA ramps will be installed at all of the crosswalks when new 
sidewalks go in.   
 
Board members expressed the desire to see the drawings back from staff so they 
can review the three streets. 
 
 
8. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ONTHE AGENDA 
 (no comments) 
  
 



9. MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS (none) 
 
   
10. NEXT MEETING DECEMER 7, 2017 at 6 p.m. 
 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
No further business being evident, the board members adjourned at 8 p.m. 
 
 
            
     Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
      
            
     Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept. 
Planning Dept. 

Police Dept. 
DATE:   November 30, 2017 
 
TO:   Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 
FROM:  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
   Scott Grewe, Police Commander 

Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 
    
SUBJECT: 2018 Local Street Paving Projects  
 Further Analysis 
 
 
At the meeting of November 2, 2017, staff reviewed the potential for Multi-Modal improvements 
on the three streets planned for reconstruction in 2018.  The following briefly reviews the 
discussion from that meeting for each street, and what has been prepared in the meantime.   
 
BENNAVILLE AVE – EDGEWOOD AVE. TO GRANT ST. 
 
At the last meeting, it was noted that the existing street is 32 ft. wide, and that the City’s 
standard today for a new local street of this nature is 26 ft.  Reconstructing the road at the 
narrower width would reduce the length of the crosswalks at each end of the block, which 
would be an improvement for pedestrians.  The attached drawing has been prepared to help 
clarify the change in width that would result.   
 
Potential benefits include crosswalks lengths being reduced approximately 6 feet, wider 
parkways, and slower vehicle speeds. 
 
Potential drawbacks include restricted maneuvers in and out of driveways, particularly during 
times of high parking demand, reduced space for bicycles, and reduced space for emergency 
vehicles.   
 
Should the Multi-Modal Transportation Board favor a change to 26 ft., it is recommended that a 
public hearing be held to gain input from the residents.  No hearing would be required if the 
Board chooses to support reconstruction of the street in its present form. 
 
RUFFNER AVE. – GRANT ST. TO WOODWARD AVE. 
 
Ruffner Ave. was originally constructed at 28 ft. wide in the residential section, and 32 ft. wide 
in the commercial section.  Staff is recommending reducing the width a small amount to 26 ft. 
for the residential section to help reduce the need of tree removals.  The commercial section 
can be reconstructed at its current width, but 3 ft. bumpouts are recommended at the 
Woodward Ave. intersection.  The attached aerial view was prepared to check for truck turning 
space.   
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Since this street serves as the connection for Woodward Ave. commercial deliveries accessing 
the rear alley of the adjacent commercial properties, a WB-40 vehicle was used for this analysis.  
The right turn on to Ruffner Ave. can be completed as shown with the proposed bumpout, even 
when a vehicle is parked on the south side of the street.  On the north side, a bumpout of any 
larger size would cause a conflict.  Since right turns are easier on the south corner, a larger 
bumpout could fit.  Such a design would not be symmetrical, and it is unclear that such a 
proposal would be approved by the Michigan Dept. of Transportation (MDOT).  Since changes 
are recommended on both streets, and since bumpouts may impact deliveries to the 
businesses, it is suggested that a public hearing be held.  Notification postcards would be sent 
to both the residents on Ruffner Ave., and the businesses on both blocks north and south of 
this street. 
 
CHAPIN AVE – GRANT ST. TO WOODWARD AVE. 
 
Chapin Ave. was originally constructed at 26 ft. wide on its westerly block, and 28 ft. at its two 
easterly blocks (both residential and commercial).  Staff recommends building both residential 
blocks at 26 ft., in accordance with current standards, and in order to work with existing large 
trees.  Since the commercial block of Chapin Ave. is already relatively narrow, it would remain 
at the current width, with no bumpouts proposed.   
 
As shown on the attached aerial photograph, right turns from a WB-40 are already in conflict 
with parked cars, given the space provided with this street width.  No changes are 
recommended.  As indicated by the truck turning diagram, a small bumpout could be installed 
on the south side.  Similar to Ruffner Ave. above, such a design would not be symmetrical, and 
could be difficult to get approved by MDOT. 
 
It is acknowledged that the changes suggested for Chapin Ave. are minor.  However, since it is 
being discussed in conjunction with other nearby streets, it is suggested that all property 
owners in the area of this project be invited to the hearing as well, so that their input can be 
received.   
 
SUMMARY 
 
The following resolution is provided should the MMTB favor the suggested changes on these 
streets: 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To schedule a public hearing at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board of January 4, 2018, at 6 PM, to consider the following multi-modal 
improvements as a part of the City’s planned 2018 Local Street Paving Program: 
 

A. Reconstructing Bennaville Ave. at 26 ft. wide from Edgewood Ave. to Grant St. 
B. Reconstructing the residential section of Ruffner Ave. at 26 ft. wide from Grant St. to the 

Woodward Ave. alley, maintaining the 32 ft. wide existing width on the commercial 
section adjacent to Woodward Ave., and adding 3 ft. wide bumpouts at Woodward Ave. 

2 
 
 



C. Reconstructing the residential section of Chapin Ave. at 26 ft. wide from Grant St. to the 
Woodward Ave. alley, and maintaining the 28 ft. wide street width on the commercial 
section adjacent to Woodward Ave. 
 

And to notify the adjacent impacted property owners accordingly.   
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2017 

City Commission Room  
151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 

 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board held Thursday, December 7, 2017.   
 
Chairperson Vionna Adams convened the meeting at 6 p.m. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Board Members Lara Edwards, Johanna Slanga, Michael Surnow; 

Alternate Board Members Daniel Isaksen, Katie Schafer 
 
Absent: Board Members Amy Folberg, Vice-Chairperson Andy Lawson, 

Daniel Rontal   
 
Administration:  Lauren Chapman, Asst. Planner 
  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

Austin Fletcher, Asst. City Engineer 
Scott Grewe, Police Dept. Commander 

  Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
     
Also Present: Julie Kroll from Fleis & Vandenbrink “F&V”), Transportation 

Engineering Consultants and Joe Nichol from MKSK, Urban 
Design and Strategy 

 
2. INTRODUCTIONS  
 
Ms. Kroll introduced Joe Nichol of MKSK, who said he is looking forward to 
helping the board accomplish its goals. 
 
 
3. REVIEW AGENDA  
 
Ms. Ecker announced that the Crosswalk Materials Study is postponed to the 
January meeting. 
 
 
 
 
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES, Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 ("MMTB") MEETING OF NOVEMBER 2, 2017 
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Motion by Ms. Edwards 
Seconded by Ms. Slanga to approve the MMTB Minutes of November 2, 
2017 as presented. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Edwards, Slanga, Adams, Surnow, Isaksen, Schafer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Folberg, Lawson, Rontal 
 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 
 W. Maple Rd. Pedestrian Crossing Islands  
 
The public hearing opened at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Mr. O’Meara provided background and brought up views of the locations.  The 
most recent plans for the installation of pedestrian islands on W. Maple Rd. were 
reviewed by the MMTB at their meeting of November 2, 2017. The following 
locations were recommended:  

• Lakepark Ave., at the existing marked crosswalk located at the traffic 
signal. 

• East of Hawthorne Ave.  Since there is no traffic signal, the 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon is proposed at the Hawthorne 
Ave. site only. This location is also endorsed by Parks and 
Recreation because it provides a nice connection from the path to 
the north, crossing and then linking up to the south down to the trail 
system. 

 
Although not reflected in the MMTB resolution on November 2, 2017, discussion 
was also held about the Master Plan suggestion for the installation of a 
pedestrian island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. The question is whether 
or not it would really draw that much use by pedestrians. 
 
The Chairperson called for public comments. 
 
Ms. Pat Hayes, who lives on the corner of Pilgrim and Pine, was concerned 
about how the Fire Dept. would get through with the islands there and cars 
bumper to bumper.  Ms. Ecker replied the Fire and Police Depts. had no 
concerns with the three proposed islands.  These are small islands which will 
afford the opportunity for vehicles to move into the middle lane if a fire truck has 
to get through. 
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Mr. Surnow said he hasn’t seen enough pedestrian traffic along Maple Rd. to 
justify doing anything.  Ms. Ecker noted that the islands will calm traffic. 
 
Ms. Gail Widdy, 165 Baldwin, said she sees people trying to cross Maple Rd. 
with dogs or kids and it is scary because the cars come by fast.  So she can 
definitely see the value of the islands.  Her experience is at the Rouge River 
crossing. 
 
Mr. Don Byerlein, 316 Pilgrim, didn’t think any crossing islands should be 
constructed.   He thought they would cause a lot of accidents. 
 
Mr. Joe Lieberman, who lives on the corner of Glenhurst and Brookwood, 
thought this is a horrible idea for all the reasons stated. 
 
Mr. Michael Clawson, 139 Pilgrim, supported the islands because drivers have 
been using the left hand turn lane to merge. However he was not sure how many 
people would use the island between Suffield and Pilgrim. 
 
Ms. Pat Hayes spoke again to say it is very difficult for drivers to get across  
Maple Rd. from Arlington to go south because the traffic lights are not 
synchronized to turn red at the same time. Mr. O’Meara noted if the lights were 
red at the same time the existing 35 mph timing would not work. 
 
Ms. Slanga asked for the Police Dept. to gather some general observations 
about 1) people using the left hand turn lane for merging; and 2) whether enough 
gaps are being created.  Commander Grewe said they have been targeting 
people who are using the turn lane to merge.  Also, it is always safer to make a 
right turn rather than a left.   
 
Ms. Judy Dielman, 1060 N. Glenhurst, says she sees backups along Maple Rd. 
going east or west and it is very difficult if vehicles want to get across.  Further, 
making a left turn is impossible because there is never a break.   
 
Mr. Isaksen noted the needs of emergency vehicles have been considered and 
the Fire Dept. has given the green light on this project.  He thought the board 
should trust their judgment on that.  He has not seen a connection between how 
the islands make the problem of making a left turn worse.  Those problems will 
continue to be there after the islands are installed.    
 
Ms. Edwards thought they need to balance cost with traffic calming measures.  
She was definitely in favor of the crossing island that connects the parks.  
 
Ms. Schafer was in favor of the island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. 
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Chairperson Adams favored placing an island between Hawthorne Rd. and  
Baldwin Ave. connecting the trail system following the Rouge River corridor.  She 
had no strong feelings on the other islands. 
 
Mr. Surnow was fine with the Lakepark crossing island.  Also he thought the 
island that connects the trails makes logical sense.  However he didn’t see the 
need for an island between Suffield Ave. and Pilgrim Ave. because he isn’t 
convinced there is enough pedestrian traffic to justify it.  Maybe visit it at a later 
date if there is a demonstrated need for it.  
 
Mr. Isaksen echoed Mr. Surnow’s thoughts on this. 
 
Motion by Ms. Slanga 
Seconded by Ms. Schafer to recommend the installation of pedestrian 
islands on the W. Maple Rd. corridor at Hawthorne Ave. and Lakepark Ave. 
in accordance with the attached plans. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Slanga, Schafer, Adams, Edward, Surnow, Isaksen 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Folberg, Lawson, Rontal 
 
Mr. O’Meara noted that based on the recommendation, staff will put together a 
cost estimate, and forward it to the City Commission for their final decision. 
  
The public hearing closed at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
6. 2018 PAVING PROJECTS   
  
Mr. O'Meara recalled that at the meeting of November 2, 2017, staff reviewed the 
potential for Multi-Modal improvements on the three streets planned for 
reconstruction in 2018. The following briefly reviews the discussion from that 
meeting for each street, and what has been prepared in the meantime. 
 
BENNAVILLE AVE – EDGEWOOD AVE. TO GRANT ST. 
 
At the last meeting, it was noted that the existing street is 32 ft. wide, and that the 
City’s standard today for a new local street of this nature is 26 ft.  Reconstructing 
the road at the narrower width would reduce the length of the crosswalks at each 
end of the block, which would be an improvement for pedestrians.  
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Potential benefits include crosswalk lengths being reduced approximately 6 ft., 
wider parkways, and slower vehicle speeds. 
 
Should the Multi-Modal Transportation Board favor a change to 26 ft., it is 
recommended that a public hearing be held to gain input from the residents.  
 
RUFFNER AVE. – GRANT ST. TO WOODWARD AVE. 
 
Ruffner Ave. was originally constructed at 28 ft. wide in the residential section, 
and 32 ft. wide in the commercial section. Staff is recommending reducing the 
width a small amount to 26 ft. for the residential section to help reduce the need 
for tree removals. The commercial section can be reconstructed at its current 
width, but 3 ft. bumpouts are recommended at the Woodward Ave. intersection.  
 
A WB-40 vehicle was used for this analysis. The right turn onto Ruffner Ave. can 
be completed as shown with the proposed bumpout, even when a vehicle is 
parked on the south side of the street. On the north side, a bumpout of any 
larger size would cause a conflict. Since right turns are easier on the south 
corner, a larger bumpout could fit. Such a design would not be symmetrical, and 
it is unclear that such a proposal would be approved by the Michigan Dept. of 
Transportation ("MDOT").  
 
Ms. Edwards suggested placing 3 ft. bumpouts at the beginning of the residential 
section to signal drivers that they have entered a neighborhood and they should 
slow down.  Mr. O’Meara noted there is definitely a cut-through problem on this 
block.  He thought they could go down to a 20 ft. wide road for just a short 
distance.  Ms. Kroll indicated this is called a “gateway treatment.” 
 
Since changes are recommended on both streets, and since bumpouts may 
impact deliveries to the businesses, it is suggested that a public hearing be held. 
Notices would be sent to both the residents on Ruffner Ave., and the businesses 
on both blocks north and south of the street. 
 
CHAPIN AVE – GRANT ST. TO WOODWARD AVE. 
 
Chapin Ave. was originally constructed at 26 ft. wide on its westerly block, and 28 ft. at 
its two easterly blocks (both residential and commercial). Staff recommends building 
both residential blocks at 26 ft., in accordance with current standards, and in order to 
work with existing large trees. Since the commercial block of Chapin Ave. is already 
relatively narrow, it would remain at the current width, with no bumpouts proposed. 
 
Right turns from a WB-40 are already in conflict with parked cars, given the space 
provided with this street width. No changes are recommended. As indicated by the truck 
turning diagram, a small bumpout could be installed on the south side. Similar to 
Ruffner Ave. above, such a design would not be symmetrical, and could be difficult to 
get approved by MDOT. 
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It is acknowledged that the changes suggested for Chapin Ave. are minor. However, 
since it is being discussed in conjunction with other nearby streets, it is suggested that 
all property owners in the area of this project be invited to the hearing as well, so that 
their input can be received. 
 
Motion by Ms. Slanga 
Seconded by Ms. Edwards to schedule a public hearing at the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the  MMTB of January 4, 2018 at 6 p.m. to consider 
the following multi-modal improvements as a part of the City’s planned 
2018 Local Street Paving Program: 

A.  Reconstructing Bennaville Ave. at 26 ft. wide section from 
Edgewood Ave. to Grant  St. 

B. Reconstructing the residential section of Ruffner Ave. at 26 ft. wide 
from Grant St. to the Woodward Ave. alley, maintaining the 32 ft. 
wide existing width on the commercial section adjacent to 
Woodward Ave., and adding a 3 ft. wide bumpout gateway treatment 
from residential to commercial with no 3 ft. wide bumpout changes at 
Woodward Ave. 

C. Reconstructing the residential section of Chapin Ave. at 26 ft. wide, 
from Grant St. to the Woodward Ave. alley, with the addition of a 3 ft. 
wide bumpout gateway treatment,, and maintaining the 28 ft. wide 
street width on the commercial section adjacent to Woodward Ave. 
 

Also to notify the adjacent impacted property owners accordingly, 
especially the options on Ruffner Ave. and Chapin Ave. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Slanga, Edwards, Adams, Surnow, Isaksen, Schafer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Folberg, Lawson, Rontal 
 
 
7. CROSSWALK MATERIALS STUDY 
 
Postponed to the MMTB meeting of January 4, 2018. 
 
 
8. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ONTHE AGENDA 
 (no public was present) 
  
 
9. MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS  
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Mr. O’Meara reported that at their last meeting the City Commission reviewed the 
S. Eton issue.  A cost estimate has been received from F&V which is over $1.6 
million.  So it is suggested that there would be an opportunity to try and get a 
Transportation Alternatives Program (“TAP”) grant and the Commission liked that 
idea.  Therefore the City will try to get a grant in March.  Not knowing whether or 
not that would happen, the Commission asked Staff to look at whether there is a 
cheaper way to do pavement markings to the most extent possible.  They can be 
tried out for a while to see how the plan is working. Staff will bring that 
information to the Board next month.   
 
   
10. NEXT MEETING JANUARY 4, 2017 at 6 p.m. 
 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
No further business being evident, the board members adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 
            
     Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
      
            
     Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
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2017 Combined Parking Structure Full Status 

Total monthly occurrences of Chester, Park, Peabody and Pierce St. structures combined being full (1-4 hrs)

R10E1



Total Occurrences by structure of being full 1-4 hrs
Chester 0  
N.Old Woodward 0  
Park St. 0  
Peabody St. 0  
Pierce St. 2  
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Parking Full Status by Structure  
December 2017 Business Days Only (M-Friday) 

Total Occurrences by structure of being full 1-4 hrs

Rooftop valet utilized  3 days 
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N. Old Woodward Structure 
Valet Assist Data - January-December 2017 

Days valet assisted to keep garage open Business days valet open, Mon-FridayNOTE: Valet did not operate Dec. 25-29 



Valet assist Park Street Structure July - December 2017 
# of days 
valet 
assisted

# of days 
open
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Park Street Structure 
Valet Assist Data - January - December 2017 

Days valet assisted to keep garage open Business days valet open, Mon-FridayNOTE: Valet did not operate Dec. 25-29 



Structure Occupancy at 1 pm Tuesday - Thursday 

Tuesday WednesdayThursday
Chester 31 73 129
N. Old Woodward 13 55 64
Park 33 42 56
Peabody 66 77 81
Pierce 88 46 87
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Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Valet closed

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Valet closed

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Valet closed

31

Garage full list

Park Street Structure

Notes:

MondaySunday Tuesday ThursdayWednesday

DECEMBER 2017
Friday Saturday



 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Valet closed

Valet closed

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled. Garage not filled.

Valet-2 cars

Valet closedGarage not filled.

December 2017
Saturday

Valet Counts

N. Old Woodward Garage

Friday

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Wednesday Thursday

Garage not filled.

Monday Tuesday

Valet closed

Sunday

Valet closed

Notes:

Valet closed

Valet closed



 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Garage not filled.Valet-6 cars

Garage not filled. Valet closed

Valet closed

Garage full list

Chester Street Structure

Notes:

MondaySunday

Valet-2 cars

Tuesday

Garage not filled.

Valet-1 car

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Valet closed

Garage not filled.

Valet closed

Valet closed

Valet closed

Valet closed

Valet closed

ThursdayWednesday

DECEMBER 2017
Friday Saturday



Memorandum 

DATE: December 15, 2018 
TO: Joe Valentine 
FROM: Leslie Pielack, Museum Director 
SUBJECT: Allen House Siding Update 

Background 

The Allen House cedar siding and wood trim has been in need of complete repair and repainting 
for some time. Certified historical architect, Jackie Hoist of H2A Architects, was engaged in 
March of 2016 to study existing conditions and prepare drawings and specifications for siding 
and trim repair and replacement.  The contract was awarded to L.G.K. builders to repair, 
replace, and repaint the siding and wood trim as specified by the architect. Where the siding 
intersected with the roof around the upper floor dormers, the old roofing shingles and flashing 
was to be removed and replaced with new roofing and flashing as specified by the architect. In 
addition, the scope of work included replacement of several weather-damaged brick near the 
foundation. It was anticipated by the architect that some conditions would not be known until 
the work was begun and surface material removed, i.e., the wood underlayment on the outer 
walls beneath the cedar shingles or under the roofing may be moisture damaged and require 
additional work.  

Roof 

The roofing was of concern because it is approximately 25 years old and approaching the end 
of its useful life, and when removed may reveal water damage underneath. Historic photos of 
the Allen House were provided to the architect to guide her research and specifications for 
roofing materials. She found the photos inconclusive as regards specific roofing shingle type, 
resulting in her specification of replacement asphalt shingles in the dormer areas that are not 
intended to look historic but to be contemporary and complement the original house style. The 
remainder of the old asphalt roofing shingles were found to be in poor condition and will need 
to be replaced in 2018-2019. The architect further specified that the same spot replacement 
shingles used in this project at the dormers would be appropriate for complete re-roofing when 
that project is undertaken.  

Shutters 

The photographic evidence reviewed by the architect as well as the existing shutter hardware 
confirms that the Allen House’s original shutters were operable wood shutters typical of the 
period when the house was built in 1928. However, the original shutters had apparently been 
replaced at some point with modern vinyl appearance shutters, which the architect determined 
were not appropriate. Future installation of a restored historic operable shutter based on 
historic photos was recommended for consideration as a separate project. The Museum Board 
was in agreement, and will revisit the issue of appropriate operable historic shutters in the 
future (see attached images).  

R10E2
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Outcome 
 
Work began in early September, 2017 and was completed in December. The condition of the 
wood underlayment and exterior walls was better than expected when damaged siding was 
removed, with no problematic moisture damage. Damaged cedar shingles were replaced with 
new cedar shingles to match existing before being repainted. Some areas of wood 
underlayment under the roofing shingles near the dormers was replaced due to water damage; 
new flashing and asphalt roofing shingles were then installed per architect specifications. Wood 
trim at windows and dormers was repaired and repainted. Water damaged trim behind gutters 
was replaced per architect specifications, and gutters re-installed. All moldings and trim around 
doors and on porch areas were scraped, primed, caulked, and repainted.  
 
The architect worked closely with the contractor and city staff to ensure the project was 
completed to her specifications and in accordance with historic requirements. The Museum 
Board also received updates and viewed progress periodically on site during the three-month 
period. 
 
Attached are before and after photos of the Allen House siding condition and sample areas of 
the completed project by L.G.K Builders, Inc. Also included are historic photos of the house that 
indicate the type of shutter original to the house that will be further reviewed and revisited for 
future restoration. The architect and Museum Board have been very pleased with the 
workmanship provided by L.G.K. and anticipate the repaired and repainted siding and trim to 
last many years.   
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie Pielack 
Museum Director 
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Historic Photo of Allen House Showing Original Operable Shutters  
with Original Hardware vs. Modern Flat Vinyl Appearance Shutters  
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Before and After-Siding Conditions at Allen House 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Southeast Corner 
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Southwest Corner 
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South Façade 



H2A Architects, Inc. 9100 Lapeer Rd. Suite B, Davison, MI 48423 (810) 412-5640 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 20, 2017          
 
 
 
Leslie Pielack - Museum Director 
Birmingham Historical Museum 
556 W. Maple Rd. 
Birmingham MI  48009 
 
RE:  Roofing for Allen House 
 
Dear Ms. Pielack: 
 
This letter is regarding the future re-roofing of the Allen House. 
 
Shingles for the future re-roofing project should be chosen based on historic precedence, durability, and 
warrantee.    
 
The historic photos available do not definitively reveal the type of shingle that was originally used on the 
house.  Therefore, a selection should be made based on a contemporary shingle that is clearly not historic yet 
complements the house and is appropriate for the style and class of the original house.  
 
Today’s asphalt shingles come in various weights with varying degrees of durability.  Generally, we classify 
them and 20-year, 25-year,30-year shingles or lifetime shingles.  A 30-year shingle would provide appropriate 
durability for a house of this type. 
 
The warrantees offered by shingle manufacturers are generally pro-rated based on the conditions of the 
installation, style of roof and venting of the roof.  In this case the design of the house with habitable space in 
the attic leads to portions of the roof being non-vented.  Therefore, the expectation for warrantee coverage for 
any of the shingles listed will be limited to about 10 years. 
 
Based on these factors, the Landmark 30-year shingle manufactured by CertainTeed, (that is currently being 
used on the project for repairs), would be an appropriate choice for a complete re-roofing project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Project Manager, AIA 
Historical Architect 36CFR61 
 
 

 
Z:\Projects\City of Birmingham\17-170 Allen House\Correspondence\Letters\Shingle recommendation letter.docx 
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