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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 12, 2018 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Andrew M. Harris, Mayor  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION 
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Announcements: 
• This year marks the City of Birmingham’s bicentennial year, recognizing the 200th 

anniversary of the first land purchase in Birmingham. The Birmingham Museum, from 
now through December, is presenting "The People of Birmingham: Celebrating 200 
Years of Stories", featuring submissions from  the people of Birmingham, about  the 
people of Birmingham. Visit the City’s website for more information. 

• Commissioner Nickita’s Birthday. 

 Appointments: 
A. Interviews for Historic District Commission, Alternate Member. 

1. Kevin Filthaut 

B. Appointment of Alternate Member to the Historic District Commission. 
1. To appoint ___ to the Historic District Commission as an alternate member to 

serve the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 25, 2019. 
C. Interviews for Public Arts Board, Alternate Member. 

1. Natalie L. Bishai 

D. Appointment of Alternate Member to the Public Arts Board. 
1. To appoint ___ to the Public Arts Board as an alternate member to serve the 

remainder of a three-year term to expire September 28, 2020. 
E. Administration of Oath of Office to Appointees. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

A.1. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of January 22, 2018. 

A.2. Approval of City Commission meeting minutes of January 27, 2018.  

B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated January 
24, 2018 in the amount of $981,621.06. 
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C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated January 
31, 2018 in the amount of $1,557,619.15. 

D. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated February 
7, 2018 in the amount of $627,692.97. 

E. Resolution setting a public hearing date for March 12, 2018 to consider an application 
for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan for 191 N. Chester. 

F. Resolution setting a public hearing date for March 12, 2018 to consider the Final Site 
Plan & Design and a Special Land Use Permit Amendment at 33588 Woodward to allow 
the addition of a new accessible bathroom to the existing Shell gasoline service station. 

G Resolution approving a request submitted by the Michigan Parkinson’s Foundation 
requesting permission to hold “I Gave My Sole for Parkinson’s,” a 5K walkathon, on 
Saturday, May 19, 2018, contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance 
requirements and payment of all fees and, further pursuant to any minor modifications 
that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 

H. Resolution approving a request submitted by the Lungevity Foundation requesting 
permission to hold Breathe Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 2, 2018, 
contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of 
all fees and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary 
by administrative staff at the time of the event. 

I. Resolution approving a request submitted by the City of Birmingham to hold the 
Celebrate Birmingham Parade and party in Shain Park on Sunday, May 20, 2018, 
contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of 
all fees and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary 
by administrative staff at the time of the event. 

J. Resolution waiving normal bid requirements for this sole source vendor and authorizing 
the purchase and installation of a Desktop Coder from Harvey Electronics for fiscal year 
2017-2018 in the amount of $16,021.00 from account #585-538.001-971.0100. 

K. Resolution approving the purchase of a Kodak 2400DSV Plus digital microfilm 
printer/scanner/reader from DSS Corporation in the amount of $7,500.00, further 
authorizing this expenditure from IT Computer Maintenance account #636-228.000-
933.0600. 

L. Resolution authorizing the IT department to purchase the licenses and maintenance for 
the ArcGIS software installed in Community Development, total cost not to exceed 
$8,950.00.  Funds are available in the IT GIS fund account #636-228.000-973.0500. 

M. Resolution awarding the 2017-2018 Public Services contract totaling $46,585.00 for 
Minor Home Repair, Yard Services and Senior Outreach Services to NEXT under the 
Community Development Block Grant Program; and further, authorizing the Mayor to 
sign the contract on behalf of the City. 

N. Resolution awarding the Birmingham Police Department Main Entrance ADA Retrofit 
contract to Meridian Contracting Group in the amount of $51,156.00 charged to account 
#248-690.000-836.0100 for $33,322.00 and #101-265.001-977.0000 for $17,834.00; 
further authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contract on behalf of the city; 
and further approving the appropriation and amendment to the General and Community 
Development Block Grant Funds as follows: 
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General Fund:   
Revenues   
Draw from Fund Balance 101-000.000-401.0000 $17,834.00 
   
Expenditures   
City Hall and Grounds   
  Buildings 101-265.001-977.0000 $17,834.00 
   
Community Block Grant Fund:   
Revenues   
Federal Grants 248-000.000-503.0000 $33,322.00 
   
Expenditures   
Barrier Free Improvements 248-690.000-836.0100 $33,322.00 

 
O. Resolution approving the Golf Cart Lease Agreement between the City of Birmingham 

and Pifer, Inc. for a term commencing March 10, 2018 and terminating on October 31, 
2020 for a total amount of $105,300.00.  Further, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the Agreement on behalf of the City upon receipt of proper insurances.   Funds 
for this lease are contained with the Equipment Rental line items, account #584-
753.002-941.0000 and #597-753.002-941.0000. 

P. Resolution approving the purchase of one (1) 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe from Berger 
Chevrolet through the Oakland County extendable purchasing contract #5218 in the 
amount of $36,170.00 from account #641-441.006.971.0100; further, approving the 
purchase of one (1) 2018 Ford Police Interceptor Utility from Gorno Ford through the 
Oakland County extendable purchasing contract #4944 in the amount of $31,406.00 
from account #641-441.006.971.0100 for a total expenditure of $67,576.00. 

Q. Resolution approving the 2018 annual flower purchase from Croswell Greenhouse Inc. in 
the amount not to exceed $20,053.85.  Funds are available from the General Fund – 
Property Maintenance – Operating Supplies account #101-441.003-729.0000. 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Public Hearing to consider adoption of the City of Birmingham 2018 Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan. 
1. Resolution approving the formal Resolution of Adoption of the City of 

Birmingham 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. (complete resolution in 
agenda packet) 

B. Public Hearing to consider necessity for the replacement of sewer and water laterals 
located within the limits of the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project. 
1. Resolution declaring necessity for all sewer and water laterals not meeting 

current criteria located within the limits of the following properties to be replaced 
as a part of the Paving Project on Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown 
St. (complete resolution in agenda packet): 
• “Assessor’s Plat No. 27” - Lot 4, except that part taken for Willits Alley right-

of-way, lot 5, lot 6. 
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• “Assessor’s Plat No. 19” - The easterly 44 ft. of lot 4, except that part taken 
for Willits Alley right-of-way, lots 5-10 inclusive, except that part taken for 
Willits Alley right-of-way. 

• “Assessor’s Plat No. 21” - Lots 20-28 inclusive. 
• “Merrill’s Plat” - The northerly 80.76 ft. of the westerly 13 ft. of lot 2, lot 3. 
• “Assessor’s Plat No. 24” - Lots 1-8 inclusive. 
• “Assessor’s Plat No. 25” - The easterly 27.07 ft. of the southerly 44.25 ft. of 

lot 3, the easterly 35.98 ft. of lot 21, lots 22 - 24 inclusive. 
• “Assessor’s Replat of Lots 1-9 Inclusive Brownell Subdivision and Lots 8-15 

Inclusive Part of Lot 16 and Vacated Street of Hunter’s Eastern Addition” - 
Lots 1, 2, 4. 

C. Public Hearing to consider necessity for the installation of sidewalk enhancements on the 
Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project. 

1. Resolution declaring necessity for the construction of sidewalk enhancements, 
the improvement to be known as “Old Woodward Ave. Streetscape 
Enhancements”, consisting of the construction of exposed aggregate concrete 
and regular concrete pavement sidewalks, new trees and landscaping, irrigation, 
granite seating features, and new electrical system (on Old Woodward Ave. 
only), within the district consisting of all properties, both public and private, on 
Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St., as well as for 400 feet of Maple 
Rd. west and east of the Old Woodward Ave. intersection. (complete resolution 
in agenda packet) 

D. Resolution approving the recommendation of the Advisory Parking Committee to award 
the service agreement with Nelson Nygaard for Parking Consultant Services for fiscal 
year 2017-2018 in the amount of $90,442.00 from account #585-538.001-811.0000.  
Further directing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City, 
contingent upon successful execution of the contract by the parties. 

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
A. Munro-Pierce Street Fence  

B. Daxton Hotel Liquor License Request 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

X. REPORTS 
A. Commissioner Reports 

1. Notice of Intention to appoint three regular members to the Cablecasting Board 
on March 12, 2018. 

2. Notice of Intention to appoint two regular members to the Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board on March 12, 2018. 

3. Notice of Intention to appoint three regular members to the Parks & Recreation 
Board on March 12, 2018. 

4. Notice of Intention to appoint three regular members to the Planning Board on 
March 12, 2018. 
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B. Commissioner Comments 

C. Advisory Boards, Committees, Commissions’ Reports and Agendas 

D. Legislation 

E. City Staff 
1. Parking Utilization (O’Meara) 
  

XI. ADJOURN 
 
 
INFORMATION ONLY 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE:  Individuals requiring accommodations, such as mobility, visual, hearing, interpreter or other assistance, for effective 
participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 (voice), or (248) 644-5115 (TDD) at least one 
day in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión deben 
ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. (Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

tel:%28248%29%20530-1880


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

At the regular meeting of Monday, February 12, 2018 the Birmingham City Commission 
intends to appoint one alternate member to the Historic District Commission to serve the 
remainder of a three-year term to expire September 25, 2019.  

Interested parties may submit an application available from the City Clerk's Office on or 
before noon on Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  Applications will appear in the public 
agenda at which time the commission will discuss recommendations, and may make 
nominations and vote on appointments. 

The function and duty of the Historic District Commission is to advise the City Commission 
with respect to the proper development of the city with primary emphasis upon the city’s 
established historic districts, sites, properties and historic resources.  The Commission is 
also authorized to recommend for the guidance of the City Commission amendments to 
the City Code relating to the control and development of lands within historic districts.   

Applicant(s) Presented For City Commission Consideration: 

NOTE: All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code Chapter 2, 
Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

SUGGESTED ACTION: 

To appoint _________________, to the Historic District Commission as an alternate member 
to serve the remainder of a three-year term to expire September 25, 2019. 

Applicant Name Criteria/Qualifications 
• A majority of the members shall have a clearly

demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic 
preservation.  

• Must be a resident

Kevin Filthaut 
1158 Webster Ave. 

Resident 

3A



HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Ordinance #1880 
 
Terms:  3 years 
Members: A majority of the members shall have a clearly demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic
preservation.  Two members shall be appointed from a list submitted by duly organized local historic
preservation organizations.  If available, one member shall be an architect who has two years of architectural
experience or who is duly registered in the State of Michigan.   
 
Duties: The function and duty of the Historic District Commission is to advise the City Commission with respect 
to the proper development of the city with primary emphasis upon the city’s established historic districts, sites, 
properties and historic resources.   The Commission is also authorized to recommend for the guidance of the
City Commission amendments to the City Code relating to the control and development of lands within historic 
districts.   
 

Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 
E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Burley Doug

384 Puritan

(248) 761-9905

doug.burley@outlook.com

8/14/2017 9/25/2020

Chapnick Josh

2266 Northlawn

(248) 881-6571

josh.chapnick@gmail.com

Student Representative
2/27/2017 12/31/2017

Charles Adam

1539 Bennavlle

(248) 672-3486

mradamcharles@gmail.com

12/11/2017 9/25/2018

Deyer Keith

1283 Buckingham

(248) 642-6390

kwdeyer@comcast.net

9/25/2006 9/25/2020

Dukas Natalia

1352 Suffield

(248) 885-8535

nataliadukas@yahoo.com

9/9/2013 9/25/2019

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 Page 1 of 2



Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 
E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Fuller Dulce

255 Pierce

(248) 245-4000

d@woodwardandmaple.com

Alternate
10/27/2016 9/25/2019

Henke John

724 South Bates

(248) 789-1640

jwhenke@aol.com

historical preservation organization 
member

9/25/2006 9/25/2018

Pfaff Griffin

2150 Northlawn

(248) 514-3324

fintpfaff@yahoo.com

Student Representative
2/27/2017 12/31/2017

Trapnell Thomas

660 Smith Ave

(313) 568-6712

ttrapnell@dykema.com

4/27/2015 9/25/2018

Vacant

Alternate
9/25/2019

Willoughby Michael

667 Greenwood

(248) 760-8903

mwilloughby@mwa-architects.com

architect
3/22/2010 9/25/2019

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 Page 2 of 2
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO 
PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 

At the regular meeting of Monday, July 10, 2017 the Birmingham City Commission intends to 
appoint two alternate members to the Public Arts Board to serve three-year terms to expire 
January 28, 2020. 

In so far as possible, the members shall represent a major cultural institution, a registered 
architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art historian, and an art consultant. 
Members may also be members of the Historic District Commission, Design Review Board, 
the Parks and Recreation Board, or the Planning Board.  At least four members of the 
Board shall be residents of the City of Birmingham.   

The objectives of the Public Arts Board are to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage; 
to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives 
of the City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors; and to establish an 
environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated by 
providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 

Interested citizens may apply for this position by submitting an application available from the 
City Clerk's office.  Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk's office on or before 
noon on Wednesday, July 5, 2017.  These applications will appear in the public agenda for 
the regular meeting at which time the commission will discuss recommendations, and may 
make nominations and vote on the appointments.  

Applicant(s) Presented For City Commission Consideration: 

SUGGESTED ACTION: 
To appoint _____________ to the Public Arts Board as an alternate member to serve a 
three-year term to expire January 28, 2020. 

Applicant Name Criteria/Qualifications 
Members shall, in so far as possible, represent a major 
cultural institution, a registered architect of the State of 
Michigan, an artist, an art historian, and an art consultant. 
Members may also be members of the Historic District 
Commission, Design Review Board, the Parks and 
Recreation Board, or the Planning Board.   

Natalie L. Bishai 
1173 Latham St. 

See attached application 

3A0



PUBLIC ARTS BOARD
City Code - Chapter 78, Article V 
Terms - 3 years 
7 regular members - At least 4 members shall be residents of the City of Birmingham.  The remaining
members may or may not be residents of Birmingham.  In so far as possible, the members shall
represent a major cultural institution, a registered architect of the State of Michigan, an artist, an art
historian, and an art consultant.  Members may also be members of the HDDRC, the Parks and
Recreation Board, or the Planning Board. 
2 alternate members - must meet one of the already established criteria for regular members  
Objectives -  
 to enrich the City's civic and cultural heritage;  
 to promote a rich, diverse, and stimulating cultural environment in order to enrich the lives of the

City's residents, business owners, employees, and all visitors;  
 to establish an environment where differing points of view are fostered, expected, and celebrated 

by providing the opportunity for such expression through the display of public art. 

Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 

E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Cohen Rabbi Boruch

1578 Lakeside

(248) 225-0246

thebirminghamjewishconnection@g

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20192/27/2017

Demps-Simons Celeste

563 Watkins

(248) 719-5091

hemelroos@gmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Eddleston Jason

892 Purdy

(248) 703-3808

jason28e@yahoo.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/202012/5/2016

Evans Sarah

1028 Suffield

(248) 808-4633

sarahshaus@hotmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Monday, February 05, 2018 Page 1 of 2



Last Name First Name

Home Address

Home
Business 

E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Heller Barbara

176 Linden

(248) 540-1310

(313) 833-7834

bheller@dia.org

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20211/28/2002

Neville Monica

1516 E. Melton

(248) 321-1776

monica.neville1@gmail.com

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20212/27/2017

Ritchie Anne

1455 South Eton

(248) 635-1765

a_ritchie@msn.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/20209/12/2016

Roberts Mary

2352 Buckingham

(248) 535-9871

maryroberts49@gmail.comBirmingham 48009

1/28/20199/12/2016

Trella Cecilia

2517 Manchester

(312) 813-9027

crt2000.lvay@gmail.com

Student Representative

Birmingham 48009

12/31/20172/27/2017

Vacant

Alternate
1/28/2020

Vacant

Alternate
1/28/2020

Wells Linda

588 Cherry Ct.

(248) 647-1165

lawells126@gmail.com

Resident Member

Birmingham 48009

1/28/20192/11/2013

Monday, February 05, 2018 Page 2 of 2
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
JANUARY 22, 2018 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:30 P.M.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

II. ROLL CALL
 ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Harris 

Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 
Commissioner Boutros  
Commissioner DeWeese  
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita (arrived at 7:32 p.m.) 
Commissioner Sherman  

Absent, None 

Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, Chief of Police Clemence, 
Planning Director Ecker, Police Commander Grewe, City Clerk Mynsberge, City Engineer 
O’Meara, Director of Public Services Wood 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS,
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, INTRODUCTION
OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.

01-015-18 ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS 
Chief of Police Clemence introduced the six new police officers participating in the pinning 
ceremony, officially marking their membership in the Birmingham Police Department: 

Ofc. Nicholas Hill Ofc. Tyler Dearing-Manning 
Ofc. Brent Macumber Ofc. Scott McIntyre 
Ofc. Joshua Bouchard Ofc. Alex Linke 

The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Officers Hill, Macumber, Bouchard, Dearing-
Manning, McIntyre and Linke. 

01-016-18 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Harris announced: 
• Birmingham Restaurant Week will be held January 29th through February 2nd and

February 5th through 9th. Birmingham's top chefs will be creating special three-course 
lunch and dinner menus for $15 and $30. 

• Please remember the two most important requirements of the City’s snow ordinance:
1. You are required to clear snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of your home.

If the snow stops falling during the day, your sidewalks must be cleared within
12 hours. If the snow stops falling during the night, sidewalks must be cleared
by 6 p.m. the following day.

    4A1
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2. When a Snow Emergency is declared, cars must be removed from city streets so 
the snowplows can get through. Cars that are not moved will be ticketed. 

 
01-017-18 APPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
The Commission interviewed Francis Rodriguez and Matthew Vivas to fill a vacancy for an 
alternate member on the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Nickita:  
To appoint Francis Rodriguez to the Board of Zoning Appeals as an alternate member to serve 
the remainder of a three-year term to expire February 17, 2020. 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
01-018-18 APPOINTMENTS TO THE AD HOC UNIMPROVED STREET STUDY 

COMMITTEE 
Applicants Scott Seltzer, Jami Statham, Robert Lavoie, and Katie Schafer were unable to attend 
and had notified the City Clerk in advance. 
 
Mayor Harris disclosed a professional relationship with Scott Seltzer. There were no objections to 
Mayor Harris voting. 
 
The Commission interviewed Janelle Boyce, a resident living on an improved street, and Al Bosley, 
a resident living on an unimproved street. 
 
The City Clerk provided the Commission with a list of all residents who have applied for the 
Committee and noted those who the Commission was able to interview: 
RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE LIVING ON AN IMPROVED STREET 
One (1) such member to be appointed. 
Scott Moore 984 Rivenoak  Interviewed 12/4/17 
Janelle Boyce 179 Catalpa Dr. Interviewed 1/22/18 
Jami Statham 1741 Holland Not interviewed 
Katie Schafer 1966 Fairway Not interviewed 
  
RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE LIVING ON AN UNIMPROVED STREET 
Three (3) such members to be appointed. 
Dominick Pulis 824 Wimbleton Dr. Interviewed 12/4/17 
Michael Fenberg 908 Chesterfield Interviewed 12/4/17 
Jeffrey Heldt 1415 Lakeside Interviewed 12/4/17 
Julie Hollinshead 590 Lakeview Ave. Interviewed 12/4/17 
Christina McKenna 608 Lakeview Ave. Interviewed 12/4/17 
John Rusche 358 Henley Interviewed 12/4/17 
Scott Seltzer 1500 Lakeside Not interviewed 
Al Bosley 732 Westchester Way Interviewed 1/22/18 
Scott Moore 984 Rivenoak Interviewed 12/4/17 
Katie Schafer 1966 Fairway Not interviewed 
  
MEMBER WITH A BACKGROUND IN ROAD DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE 
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One (1) such member to be appointed. 
Robert Lavoie 555 Lakeview Ave.                Not interviewed 
 
Commissioner Hoff questioned if the Commission should move forward without all the 
candidates present, and stated she was in favor of doing so because there were a number of 
good candidates from which to choose. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman noted the Commission met Dr. Schafer when she became an alternate 
to the Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB). She continued that she would like to meet 
Robert Lavoie before appointing him, however, because she believes he is unknown to the 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese concurred with Mayor Pro Tem Bordman and Commissioner Hoff. 
 
Commissioner Hoff stated that Mr. Lavoie appeared well qualified from his letter to the 
Commission, but that his inability to attend two Commission interviews demonstrated a potential 
lack in the availability necessary to serve on the Committee.  
 
Mayor Harris agreed with Commissioner Hoff, and stated that he would like to move ahead with 
all positions except for the Member with a Background in Road Design and Maintenance.  
 
Appointment of One (1) Resident Representative Living on an Improved Street 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff:  
To appoint Janelle Boyce to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as the resident 
representative living on an improved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 

VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Absent, 0 
 
Appointment of Two (2) Members of the City Commission 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff:  
To appoint Commissioner Sherman to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a 
member of the City Commission to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese:  
To appoint Commissioner Boutros to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a 
member of the City Commission to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
VOTE for Commissioner Sherman:  
 Yeas, 7 
 Absent, 0  
 
VOTE for Commissioner Boutros:  
 Yeas, 7 
 Absent, 0  
 
Appointment of Three (3) Resident Representatives Living on an Unimproved Street 
MOTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman:  



4  January 22, 2018 

 

To appoint Katie Schafer to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Nickita:  
To appoint Scott Moore to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman:  
To appoint Al Bosley to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese:  
To appoint Michael Fenberg to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Mayor Harris:  
To appoint Dominick Pulis to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Mayor Harris:  
To appoint Christina McKenna to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman:  
To appoint John Rusche to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros:  
To appoint Julie Hollinshead to the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee as a resident 
representative living on an unimproved street to serve a term expiring on December 31, 2018. 
 
Commissioner Hoff requested the Commission review the location of the applicants in order to 
provide geographic diversity in the Committee’s membership. Mayor Harris named the street 
where each applicant resides. 
 
Mayor Harris reminded the Commissioners they may each vote for three candidates. 
 
VOTE for Dr. Katie Schafer:  
 Yeas, 5 (Bordman, Boutros, DeWeese, Hoff, Nickita) 
 Absent, 0  
 
VOTE for Mr. Scott Moore:  
 Yeas, 5 (Boutros, DeWeese, Hoff, Nickita, Sherman) 
 Absent, 0  
 
VOTE for Mr. Al Bosley:  
 Yeas, 2 (Bordman, Sherman) 
 Absent, 0  
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VOTE for Mr. Dominick Pulis:  
 Yeas, 1 (Harris) 
 Absent, 0  
 
VOTE for Mr. Michael Fenberg:  
 Yeas, 5 (Boutros, DeWeese, Harrris, Nickita, Sherman) 
 Absent, 0  
 
Mayor Harris noted that mathematically three candidates had received a majority of votes 
without a possibility of the remaining three votes changing the outcome. The Commission was 
in agreement to stop the voting. 
 
Mayor Harris announced the appointments of Dr. Katie Schafer, Mr. Scott Moore, and Mr. 
Michael Fenberg as the three (3) resident representatives living on an unimproved street.  
 
The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to the appointees. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

01-019-18  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda: 

• Commissioner Hoff : Item A, Approval of the City Commission meeting minutes 
of January 8, 2018 

 Item G, Agreement with OHM Advisors 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
To approve the Consent Agenda, with Items A and G removed. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 

  Commissioner Boutros 
Commissioner DeWeese 
Mayor Harris 
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita 
Commissioner Sherman 

   Nays,   None 
Absent, None 
 

B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated January 
10, 2018 in the amount of $3,546,811.18. 

C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, dated January 
17, 2018 in the amount of $7,943,677.94. 

D. Resolution accepting the Contract Termination Agreement between the City of 
Birmingham and Progressive Irrigation, Inc. d/b/a/ Pro Turf Management Lawn for lawn 
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and landscape services in the City of Birmingham. Further, authorizing the City Manager 
to execute the Contract Termination Agreement on behalf of the City. 

E. Resolution approving the extension of the bid award as part of the MITN cooperative bid 
 of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel for truck transport deliveries to RKA Petroleum 
 Companies, Inc., 28340 Wick Road, Romulus, MI 48174 and Ports Petroleum Co., Inc. 
 1337 Blachleyville Road, Wooster, OH 44691 for truck transport deliveries; and Atlas Oil 
 Companies, 24501 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180 for tank wagon deliveries, for the 
 purchase of gasoline and diesel fuel at the respective unit prices bid through January 31, 
 2020. Funds for the purchase of gasoline and diesel fuels are budgeted in Auto 
 Equipment Fund – Fuel Expense account #641-441.006-737.0000. 

F. Resolution approving the purchase of two (2) new John Deere 1575 commercial mowers 
from John Deere and Company, using MI-Deal Contract #071B7700085 extendable 
purchasing pricing for a total expenditure of $61,707.14. Funds for this purchase are 
available in the Auto Equipment Fund, account #641.441.006-971.0100. 

 
01-020-18 AGREEMENT BETWEEN OHM ADVISORS AND THE CITY OF 

BIRMINGHAM (ITEM G) 
Tim Juidici from OHM Advisors was available to answer questions. 
 
Commissioner Hoff: 

• Commended staff for planning this project in advance. 
• Told meeting viewers that this motion was an effort to provide inspectors for the 

Summer 2018 Old Woodward project.  
• Asked if a period or the name of the project should be provided in the motion to make 

sure the specifics are clear. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara clarified for Commissioner Hoff that this contract allows these services to 
be utilized by different departments over the specified three years.  
 
Mayor Harris also noted the 30-day termination clause included in the contract, should the City 
see fit to end the relationship with OHM Advisors before the end of the three year period. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the agreement between OHM Advisors and the City of 
Birmingham. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
01-021-18 PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT 

AMENDMENT AND FINAL SITE PLAN - 1669 W. MAPLE (FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH) 
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Mayor Harris opened the public hearing at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Planning Director Ecker reported: 

• First Presbyterian Church is located on the south side of W. Maple between 
Pleasant and Larchlea Dr. They are proposing to install a replacement ground sign 
in front of the Church building and two directional signs. As a result of this new 
signage, the applicant requires an amendment to their existing Special Land Use 
Permit (SLUP), which was originally approved on May 13, 1991. Prior to the 
consideration of a SLUP Amendment, the City Commission refers the Site Plan and 
Design Review to the Planning Board. 

• On November 29, 2017, the Planning Board reviewed the proposed SLUP 
Amendment for the new signage, and voted to recommend approval of the Final 
Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit to the City Commission to allow the 
installation of a sign in front of the church building and a non-illuminated directional 
sign on Pleasant with the following condition: 
o The applicant must verify that the location of the directional sign along W. Maple Rd. 

is on private property or move the location to private property. 
 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Hoff the directional sign is double-sided and would 
be placed on the Church’s property. 
 
Mia Asta representing Gardner Signs clarified that there are two directional signs: one on 
Pleasant St. and one on Maple. Both signs are double-sided. Ms. Asta confirmed for Planning 
Director Ecker that the sign on Pleasant St. will be replacing an existing sign.  
 
Ms. Asta confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that there will be two double-sided directional signs 
and one larger sign in front of the Church. 
 
Planning Director Ecker explained to Commissioner Hoff that there will be two double-sided 
directional signs, not just one sign as previously stated. 
 
Mayor Harris closed the public hearing at 8:18 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Nickita: 
To approve a Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan for First Presbyterian 
Church at 1669 W. Maple to allow the installation of new signage on the property. (Formal 
resolution appended to these minutes as Attachment A) 

VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
01-022-18 PARKING RESTRICTION REQUEST ON MIDVALE 
Police Commander Grewe reported: 

• Cris Braun, Executive Director of NEXT, contacted the police department regarding 
available parking.  

• She stated all available street parking is taken up by Seaholm students who arrive 
around 7 a.m. NEXT has continued to grow, offering a variety of programs for residents, 
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bringing in approximately 1,500 visitors a week. NEXT has strategically scheduled 
programs in an attempt to minimize parking problems, however available parking is still 
an issue. The age of the population NEXT serves presents additional concerns, close 
proximity spots are desired as mobility is often a factor. 

• Executive Director Braun is requesting “No Parking 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.” Monday to Friday 
between Glenhurst and the western most driveway of their building. This would open up 
approximately 12 spaces on the road for staff and visitors of NEXT to use on busy days, 
leaving more parking available in their lot. 

• This request would allow parking anytime on the south side of Midvale from Argyle to 
the western most driveway of the preschool (approx. 4 spots), and no parking from the 
preschool driveway to Glenhurst between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. 

• This request still allows anyone to park on Midvale. Students, residents and visitors of 
NEXT can utilize the area after 9 a.m. This prevents students from blocking the area for 
an entire school day. 

• The Multi-Modal Transportation board reviewed this request at their January 4th meeting 
and passed a motion (7-0) to recommend approval of the request. 
 

Commissioner Hoff: 
• Stated that she lives in the area and that there is a significant lack of parking. 
• Asked Police Commander Grewe whether he had spoken with Seaholm or Birmingham 

Public Schools regarding the parking issue. 
 
Police Commander Grewe confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that: 

• He has spoken to Seaholm; 
• That the students are encouraged to park on Seaholm property; and, 
• That the school has little influence on students who choose to park off-campus. 
• He is not aware of any plans by Seaholm to expand parking on-campus. 

 
Commissioner Sherman noted, with the proposed change, students could still monopolize 
parking in front of NEXT upon returning from lunch. 
 
Police Commander Grewe stated that this will prevent Seaholm students from monopolizing the 
parking in front of NEXT all day.  
 
Commissioner Sherman reiterated his concern that students will still monopolize parking, only 
slightly later in the day. 
 
Ms. Braun spoke to Commissioner Sherman’s concern and explained NEXT’s all-day programs 
would keep the parking spaces turning over, and that programs are staggered to accommodate 
the school’s busiest times. 
 
Commissioner Sherman suggested it might be more beneficial to have staff take the street 
spots, leaving the parking lot for NEXT members.  
 
Ms. Braun: 

• Said that Commissioner Sherman’s suggestion was a possibility.  
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• Explained that Seaholm parking lot passes are oversold in order to reduce parking 
strain on City streets.   

• Drew the Commission’s attention to the capacity study included in the Commission’s 
Agenda in order to show that NEXT is uniformly busy during its business hours.  

 
Commissioner Boutros said he was in favor of motion since the parking would be displaced into 
a residential area, which is unlikely to be as busy as the street in front of NEXT. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese shared his support of the motion, saying it opened more parking 
options for NEXT. 
 
Mayor Harris stated his support of the motion since Seaholm cannot further remedy the 
situation at this time. 
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that this motion begins to address the problem, and will allow for 
further possibilities as the Commission monitors the outcome. He continued, suggesting that 
parking in this area should be further discussed during the Master Planning process. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Nickita, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To approve “No Parking 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.” signs to be installed on the south side of Midvale 
from the western most driveway of NEXT to Glenhurst. Further, to direct the Chief of Police and 
the City Clerk to sign the traffic control order on behalf of the City. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
01-023-18 PARKING IN MDOT RIGHT-OF-WAY NEAR 33477 WOODWARD 
Police Commander Grewe reported: 

• Duane Barbat of The Barbat Organization has requested a change in parking along the 
MDOT right of way in front of his business. Mr. Barbat stated several vehicles park 
daily in front of his business, for long periods of time, and are not visiting any of the 
business in the area. Mr. Barbat believes drivers are using this area to carpool to town. 
He is requesting one hour parking for the six parking spots along the front of his 
business. 

• Mr. Barbat completed a petition and obtained signatures from all businesses located in 
the same building as The Barbat Organization. Three of the four businesses at the 
south end of the service drive disagreed and did not sign the petition, the fourth is 
vacant. These four business addresses are south of the requested area to change. 
82% of occupied businesses, located along the same service drive, signed the petition 
in favor of one hour parking. 

• There are no current parking restrictions in this area. 

• Along Woodward there are several areas that have different parking restrictions that 
have been put in place over time by request of the businesses in the area. For 
example, the service drive in front of The Original Pancake House has 1 hour parking 
and further north in the same service drive is 15 minute parking. Also, on the other 
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side of Woodward in front of Batteries Plus, the southern part of the service drive has 
no parking restrictions while the northern half is a 30 minute time zone. 

• Different businesses create different parking demands. These changes are request 
driven as new businesses open. In the event businesses change, a request for a 
change in parking restrictions by the owner, based on parking demand for the 
business, will prompt a review. 

• The Multi-Model Transportation Board reviewed this request at their January 4th 
meeting and passed a motion (7-0) to approve the request. See attached minutes. 

 
Mr. Barbat explained to Commissioner Hoff that: 

• The businesses on the south side, which include a hair salon, an office space, and a 
tuxedo shop have not had problems with parking spots occupied all day.  

• The south side businesses have three parking spots, whereas the north side businesses 
have seven.  

• The landlord of the building on the south side preferred not to see parking restrictions 
in front of the property. 

• The parking spots in front of the north side businesses are being occupied all day, 
which is negatively affecting the north side retail businesses.  

 
Police Commander Grewe explained to Mayor Harris that the City enforces the one-hour parking 
limit through marking vehicle tires with chalk and ticketing after a vehicle has been in a spot for 
over an hour.  
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that: 

• He is sympathetic to the concerns of the retailers; 
• The Commission should not be making these parking decisions piecemeal; and, 
• A methodology should be developed and applied. 

 
Commissioner Sherman: 

• Stated he would like to see a strategy for this issue developed as part of the Master 
Plan. 

• Said that if the Commission were to approve the requested parking changes, it should 
be reviewed within a certain amount of time. 

 
Commissioner Hoff: 

• Concurred with Commissioners Nickita and Sherman.  
• Said that the parking time limit would change based on the types of businesses in the 

retail space. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese said: 

• There should be a strategic study of this parking issue, including review by the MMTB. 
• Any changes implemented tonight should be open to change under the Master Plan 

process. 
• He would be supportive of this motion with the understanding it could change in the 

future. 
 
Commissioner Boutros said that: 
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• This issue is different from S. Eton since that was a residential neighborhood, and this is 
a business one. 

• He trusts retailers to know what parking is most beneficial for their business. 
• He would also like to see a more strategic approach in the future. 

 
Mr. Barbat explained: 

• To Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that the one-hour limit was reached by consensus through 
the 11 north side business tenants surveyed. 

• He would return to the Commission if the time limit needs to be adjusted in the future.  
• Long term parking exists around the building for upstairs tenants. The primary issue 

being addressed by this motion is retail parking for businesses on the first floor.  
• Accommodating the concerns of the north side businesses should not affect the south-

side businesses in any way. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated that the Commission supports Birmingham retailers, and that if 
the businesses believe a one-hour parking limit would be helpful, she would support that. 
 
Mayor Harris asked Police Commander Grewe how similar restrictions were imposed in front of 
the Original Pancake House and Batteries Plus. 
 
Police Commander Grewe stated the restrictions were imposed before his time. 
 
Mr. Barbat stated that: 

• He had requested the parking time limit in front of the Original Pancake House and 
Batteries Plus as well, and the restrictions were reached through an on-site meeting 
between Birmingham Parking Enforcement and the tenants. 

• The restrictions have been beneficial to the businesses. 
 
Mayor Harris thanked Mr. Barbat for the information.  
 
Police Commander Grewe confirmed for Mayor Harris that there has been only enthusiasm from 
the aforementioned businesses since the change.  
 
Commissioner Nickita said that if this resolution is approved, it should be done so with a time 
limit so a strategy can be studied and devised. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Nickita, seconded by Commissioner Sherman: 
To approve the installation of one-hour parking in the service drive of southbound Woodward 
Ave. in front of 33495, 33483 and 33477 Woodward Ave., for a total of six parking spaces, for 
a one-year trial period at the end of which we decide whether we wish to proceed with an 
extension. Further, to direct the Chief of Police and the City Clerk to sign the traffic control 
order on behalf of the City. 
 
City Manager Valentine told Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that he expected the Master Plan process 
to take at least two years before a final draft is available.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman then asked Commissioner Nickita if he would consider a two-year trial 
period, instead of one year. 
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Commissioner Nickita told Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that he was willing to amend the motion 
given the circumstances.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Nickita, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To amend “one-year trial period” within the main motion to “two-year trial period”. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese said he was more comfortable with a two-year trial period. 
 
VOTE on AMENDMENT:  
 Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
VOTE on MAIN MOTION AS AMENDED:  
 Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
01-024-18 BARNUM ARCH LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENTS (BALE) 
From Director of Public Services Wood’s report to City Manager Valentine dated January 12, 
2018: 

The Community for Barnum Park received a donation of $12,000 to make landscaping 
improvements leading up to the “Arch” from Purdy Street. T donation has been 
deposited with the City with the designation “BALE”. This enhancement is in keeping 
with the Barnum Park Concept Master Plan of further landscape enhancements and 
making use of the original bricks from the Barnum school building. 
 
The BALE concept plan is attached for your review along with the correspondences from 
David Young detailing the project scope. The final design drawings and bid specifications 
will be prepared by David Peterhans at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00, which will be 
paid from donation dollars. Also enclosed are the Phase 2 Barnum Park Landscape 
Improvement Design and the original Barnum Park Concept Master Plan. 
 
Representative for the Community for Barnum Park, David Young, has been working 
with Dave Peterhans, architect, to put together a concept plan for this improvement for 
proposal to the Parks and Recreation Board. The proposed BALE concept plan went 
before the Parks and Recreation Board on November 14, 2017 for review. The Parks and 
Recreation Board did accept the concept plan for the Barnum Arch Landscape 
Enhancements and further to recommend to the City Commission for consideration. A 
copy of the approved minutes are attached, see beginning on page 9 for this item. 
 
The proposed improvement will be located north and south of the walkway leading to 
the arch from Purdy Street, and will include adding seating areas made from salvaged 
brick from Barnum School capped with concrete or limestone, adding landscape 
materials such as boxwood shrubs and groundcover, and possibly a planter in the center 
of the concrete walkway. 
 

Director of Public Services Wood explained to Commissioner Hoff that the $12,000 and the $1,500 
amounts were separate and both available in the donation accounts.  
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Commissioner DeWeese told the Commission that he is very active in Friends of Barnum Park but 
was not involved in these talks. He believed there is no conflict of interest. The Commission 
concurred.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Sherman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To accept the concept plan for the Barnum Arch Landscape Enhancements in keeping with the 
overall Barnum Park concept plan. Further, to authorize the Administration to proceed with the 
design for the BALE project and bid out the work to be funded by the Barnum Park donation 
dollars for the installation during 2018. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7  
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 
01-025-18 WOODWARD AVE. RESURFACING – QUARTON RD. TO 14 MILE 

RD. – COST PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 
City Engineer O’Meara reported, regarding the Agreement with MDOT for Woodward Ave. & 
Oak St. Traffic Signal and Crosswalk Installation: 

 
As noted previously, the installation of a pedestrian crosswalk at the Oak St. intersection 
has long been a goal for the City of Birmingham. A marked crosswalk would greatly 
improve pedestrian accessibility for the public, particularly for those that live on the east 
side of Woodward Ave. in the Poppleton Park area. To date, they were not interested in 
prioritizing the signal replacement to resolve this issue, meaning that the City would 
have been responsible for over $200,000 in costs. Final City responsibility for this 
improvement is as laid out at the top of page 3 of the agreement, or $107,502. 
 
After review, MDOT indicated that they could modify their standard designs, but some of 
the design elements would have to be compromised.  
 
1. The typical handicap ramp width MDOT constructs on projects such as 
Woodward Ave. measures 6 feet wide, coupled with pavement markings extending 8 
feet in length. They took a close look at the feasibility of constructing the ramps as 
requested, and could not proceed. Increasing the width of handicap ramps and adjacent 
sidewalks create many difficulties and increase costs in urban, congested areas. 
Problems include conflicts with signal posts, street light posts, sign posts, and catch 
basin drains. Further, attempting to construct such a wide ramp near an intersection 
often results in a longer curb drop, which would be exacerbated with a 12 foot wide 
sidewalk. As a compromise, and knowing that the City’s main interest was in 
lengthening the pavement markings, MDOT agreed to install 8 foot wide handicap 
ramps, in conjunction with 10 feet wide pavement markings. 
2. When using the “continental” style pavement markings, MDOT’s current policy is 
to install 12 inch wide bars gapped at 24 inches. Installing the wider pavement markings 
would be inconsistent with what is occurring on other state projects. As a compromise, 
MDOT is willing to install the 24 inch wide bars gapped at 24 inches (as requested) at 
their cost. If they are to proceed, however, the City must agree to accept all future 
maintenance responsibilities for these pavement markings. If the City Commission 
wishes to see the width of each individual white bar widened to 24 inches (from the 
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MDOT standard of 12 inches), future maintenance of the crosswalks would become the 
responsibility of the City. As noted previously, this translates to a financial commitment 
of about $70,000 (in 2017 dollars) every four years. 
3. MDOT agreed to construct the crosswalk improvements at Oak St., with federal 
aid and the City paying the expected additional costs. 
4. MDOT agreed to relocate the northbound Oakland Ave. crosswalk, at no 
additional cost to the City. 

 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that he supports Birmingham’s standards for Item 2 even if the 
City has to pay ongoing maintenance costs in order to promote pedestrian safety. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara confirmed for Mayor Harris that: 

• If the State’s crosswalk standard changed to Birmingham’s standard in the future, the 
City’s maintenance costs would be eliminated per a previous suggestion by Mayor Pro 
Tem Bordman.  

• The maintenance costs are due to painting, which should last about four years.  
 
City Engineer O’Meara confirmed for: 

• Commissioner Hoff the City received $144,198 in federal funding assistance for the 
project.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman there are eight crosswalks being discussed. The possibility of a 
crosswalk at Big Beaver was broached with Bloomfield Township, and while Bloomfield 
Township would like one in the future, they do not currently possess the requisite funds. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman said that the “eight crosswalks work out to less than $10,000 each 
spread over four years”.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Boutros, seconded by Commissioner DeWeese: 
To authorize the Mayor to sign Contract No. 17-5499 between the City of Birmingham and 
the Michigan Dept. of Transportation to authorize the City’s participation in a Transportation 
Alternatives Program grant to fund the planned improvements at the intersection of 
Woodward Ave. and Oak St. The estimated cost to the City in fiscal year 2017-18 is 
$107,502, charged to account number 202-449.001-981.0100. 
 
In addition, to endorse the installation of 24 inch wide continental style pavement markings 
at all Woodward Ave. crosswalks to be installed as a part of the 2018 Woodward Ave. 
Resurfacing Project, wherein the City will become responsible for the future maintenance of 
said crosswalks on a four year cycle. 
 
Further to approve the appropriations and budget amendments as follows:  
 
Major Street Fund 
Revenues: 
Draw from Fund Balance #202-000.000-400.0000 $107,502 
Total Revenue Adjustments $107,502 
 

Expenditures: 
Public Improvements #202-449.001-981.0100 $107,502 
Total Expenditure Adjustments $107,502 



15  January 22, 2018 

 

Commissioner Nickita stated that City staff was very diligent about working with MDOT during 
this process, and that this is a big step in creating a safer crossing areas within the City. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
  

VII. REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
01-026-18  ITEM A, MINUTES 1/8/2018 
Commissioner Hoff requested the following corrections to the January 8, 2018 minutes: 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 
To amend the main motion to read: 
To modify the recommendations of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board relative to the 
reconstruction of the following streets: 

1. Bennaville Ave. between Edgewood Ave. and Grant St. shall be reconstructed to match 
its current width of 32 ft. 
2. Ruffner Ave. between Grant St. and the Woodward Ave. alley shall be reconstructed to 
26’. 
3. Ruffner Ave. between the Woodward Ave. alley to Woodward Ave. shall be 
reconstructed to match its current width of 32 ft. 
3. 4.  Chapin Ave. between Grant St. and Cummings shall be reconstructed to match its 
current width of 26’ 
4.  5.  Chapin Ave. between Cummings and the Woodward Ave. alley shall be reconstructed 
to match its current width of 28’. 

 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Hoff, seconded by Commissioner Boutros: 
To approve the January 8, 2018 City Commission meeting minutes as corrected. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
The City Commission received a letter from Joe Broder addressing the Brookside Development.  
Mayor Harris thanked City Manager Valentine for his reply to Mr. Broder. 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Catherine and Thaddaus Reed appeared before the Commission. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that: 

• There have been three residential burglaries in Birmingham that have occurred in recent 
weeks. 

• There are many things to love about Birmingham, but safety is of the utmost 
importance.  

• Residents have not received any communications regarding the break-ins.  
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• The community is grateful to both the Commissioners and the police for all their work in 
keeping Birmingham safe. 

• The community is available to help with the issue in any way they can. 
• The neighborhood would like to see explicit communication between the City and the 

residents, strategies for approaching the issue, increased police presence, and a clear 
message from the Birmingham police and community that this activity will not be 
tolerated.   

 
Rajeev Gupta stated that: 

• On January 13th, his home was broken into while his wife was home.  
• Two individuals were inside the home with an additional individual waiting in the car.  
• Those individuals stole jewelry, passports, social security cards, and other important 

items.  
• He submitted security video to the Birmingham Police, and noted the footage was also 

shared on social media.  
• His wife is afraid to remain in the home due to the break-in. 
• Birmingham residents on NextDoor, a community-oriented website, have indicated that 

break-ins in Birmingham are not uncommon. 
• Break-ins have also happened in Troy and Bloomfield Hills recently.  
• Birmingham Police should share information with Troy and Bloomfield Hills to 

apprehend the suspect.  
• Police presence is so scarce in his neighborhood that drivers do not even feel the need 

to stop at STOP signs on Wallace.  
• He lived in Detroit for many years and never experienced anything like this. 

 
Mayor Harris thanked Mr. and Mrs. Reed and Mr. Gupta for bringing the issue before the 
Commission. 
 
Chief of Police Clemence said that: 

• Any crime is unacceptable. 
• There were two break-ins on January 13th in Birmingham: one at Mr. Gupta’s home, and 

one on the west side of the City. 
• In calendar year 2017, there were six home invasions in a city of 20,000 residents and 

8,500 structures, which in comparison with other cities is not many, and acknowledged 
that none is the goal. 

• Information about the crimes were published in the police department’s crime briefings.  
• The police department has been approaching this investigation through an undercover 

unit, a financial crimes task force, communications with all Oakland, Wayne and Macomb 
Counties’ agencies, and through federal information sharing.  

• The perpetrator of a home invasion in the same Birmingham neighborhood in 2017 was 
apprehended. 

• He apologized for the pain Mr. Gupta had suffered.  
• The Police Department will continue to fully investigate this crime. 

 
Mr. Gupta replied to Chief of Police Clemence that more information has been shared among 
the Birmingham community members on NextDoor than has been shared by the Birmingham 
Police Department. Mr. Gupta explained that he shared his home security video on NextDoor 
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even though the police asked him not to, and that the community response on NextDoor has 
been amazing. He thinks it NextDoor is a very useful source for leads regarding these robberies.  
 
Ms. Reed inquired as to the Commission’s role in planning for the community’s safety. 
 
City Manager Valentine replied that the City Commission sets policy and that City Manager 
Valentine directs the police department to administer the day-to-day operations of their 
responsibilities. City Manager Valentine continued that: 

• Some information cannot be shared during an active investigation. 
• The Police Department is working diligently to address the community’s concerns. 
• As information becomes available, information will certainly be shared. Releasing 

information too early may jeopardize the investigation.  
 
Ms. Reed replied that the number of break-ins in 2018 is currently to half the run-rate from 
2017, and it is only halfway through January. She continued that: 

• The Commission should keep an eye on this. 
• A community member should not have to come before the Commission to draw 

attention to the issue every time there is a break-in. 
• If break-ins continue, the City should take a more pro-active stance, especially in 

regards to communicating with the community.  
 
Mayor Harris told Mr. Gupta that the Commission would be willing to discuss cameras at 
residential intersections if it could help increase safety. 
 
Aaron Cohen stated that he did not have notice regarding the January 8, 2018 meeting 
discussing the narrowing of Ruffner Ave., and presented reasons why Ruffner Ave. should not 
be narrowed from 28’ to 26’: 

• It is an unfair application of the City standard. 
• There are already issues with maneuverability on Ruffner Ave. 
• Larger vehicles are increasing in popularity, which means road-width standards 

developed in 1997 are increasingly irrelevant in today’s circumstances. 
• Traffic will be stopped due to lack of room on the street. 
• Two vehicles parked on each side of the street with a width of 8’ each, plus 8’ for an 

emergency vehicle, leaves very little room for error on the street. 
 
Mr. Cohen finished by thanking the Commission for hearing his input and requesting that the 
decision to narrow Ruffner be revisited. He noted he very recently moved in and therefore may 
have missed the notice. 
 

X. REPORTS 
01-027-18  COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
The City Commission will appoint one member, who is a representative of professional firm 
within the parking assessment district, to the Advisory Parking Committee on February 12, 
2018. 
 
The City Commission will appoint one alternate member to the Historic District Commission on 
February 12, 2018.  
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01-028-18  COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman distributed four charts detailing building attendance, membership 
increases from 2011 to 2018, support services, transportation services and Meals on Wheels 
usage. NEXT provided over 700 more rides in 2017 than in 2016. Several programs at NEXT 
have been sold-out due to a lack of space. The only decrease NEXT experienced was in the 
Meals on Wheels program, due to Federal restrictions.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that he would like to see the cursor used on the projector as 
part of a presentation mirrored on Commissioners’ individual laptops. City Manager Valentine 
said City staff would look into it. 
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that he would be giving the first lecture of a lecture series at the 
Community Design Center in Rochester, New York on January 30, 2018 called “Building Places 
Worth Caring About”. Commissioner Nickita stated that strategies used in Birmingham by the 
Commission will be provided as some of the examples. 
 
Mayor Harris read a letter from the Mayor of Ritto, Japan, Birmingham’s sister city into the 
record:  

The sister-city relationship of Birmingham and Ritto has reached 41 years, and I would 
like to express our deepest gratitude for all the support from you and all the others who 
gave an effort to establish our relationship throughout the years. 
 
It was our pleasure to have Mrs. Irene Soble, Mrs. Maureen Bell Field and Mr. David 
Field as our guests, and we hope they had a great time as much as we did during their 
stay. I believe that these experiences will not only put together our two cities closer, but 
also lead to a more peaceful and understanding world. 
 
I will look forward to working with you closely, to continuously make our sister-city 
relationship stronger in the future. Finally, may I wish you every success in your 
endeavors for the prosperity of the people of Birmingham City, and for your own health 
and happiness. 
 

Mayor Harris thanked the Mayor of Ritto for the kind letter. 
 
Commissioner Hoff suggested that a copy of the letter be mailed to the three individuals named 
in the letter.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese suggested that both the Japanese and English versions of the letter be 
sent to the named individuals. 
 

XI. ADJOURN 
Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.   
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A 
RESOLUTION 01-021-18 

1669 W. MAPLE 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 
2018 

 
WHEREAS, The First Presbyterian Church originally applied for and received a Special 

Land Use Permit on September 8, 1987 to allow for the resurfacing, 
lighting and landscaping of the parking lot at 1669 West Maple Road, such 
application having been filed pursuant to the former Section 126-477 of the City 
Code; 

 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit Amendment is sought is 

located on the south side of West Maple Road between Larchlea and Pleasant 
Streets; 

 
WHEREAS, THE LAND IS ZONED R-1A, Single Family Residential, which permits a 

church with a Special Land Use Permit; 
 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use 

Permit to be reviewed by the Birmingham City Commission at such time 
that any addition to or change in the building or improvements on the parcel 
of land is proposed or the use of the property is altered; 

 
WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit 

Amendment and Final Site Plan Review to construct an illuminated ground 
sign and non-illuminated directional sign; 

 
WHEREAS, All conditions of the previously approved 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1994, 

1995, 1996, 1997 and 2002 Special Land Use Permit Amendments be continued 
as part of this Special Land Use Permit Amendment; 

 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board on November 29, 2017 reviewed the application for a 

Special Land Use Permit Amendment and Final Site Plan and recommended 
approval of the application with the following condition: 

 
1. The applicant must verify that the location of the directional sign along W. 
Maple Rd. is on private property or move the location to private property. 

 
WHEREAS,     The applicant has agreed to comply with the condition of approval 

recommended by the Planning Board; 
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the First Presbyterian 

Church’s Special Land Use Permit Amendment application as well as the 
standards for such review, as set forth in Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 
126, Zoning, of the City Code; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the 
standards imposed under the City Code have been met and the First 
Presbyterian Church’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
and Final Site Plan Review allowing the installation of new signage is hereby 
approved; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Commission determines that to assure continued  
compliance with Code standards and to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare, this Special Land Use Permit Amendment is granted subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. First Presbyterian Church shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham 
City Code; and 

2. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result  

in termination of the Special Land Use Permit. 
 
MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the First Presbyterian Church and its heirs, successors and  

assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham in effect at 
the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may subsequently 
be amended. Failure of the First Presbyterian Church to comply with all 
the ordinances of the city may result in the Commission revoking this Special 
Land Use Permit. 

 
 
I, J. Cherilynn Mysnberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on January 22, 2018. 
 
 
 
 

 

J. Cherilynn Mysnberge, City Clerk 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION  
LONG RANGE PLANNING MINUTES 

JANUARY 27, 2018 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 

8:30 A.M.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Andrew Harris called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 

II. ROLL CALL
ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Harris 

Mayor Pro Tem Bordman 
Commissioner Boutros  
Commissioner DeWeese  
Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Nickita  
Commissioner Sherman  

Absent, None 

Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, Police Commander Albrecht, 
Communications Director Byrnes, Fire Chief Connaughton, Assistant Library Director Craft, 
Assistant Fire Chief Donahue, Planning Director Ecker, DPS Manager Filipski, Finance Director 
Gerber, Police Commander Grewe, Assistant City Manager Gunter, Assistant to the City Manager 
Haines, Building Official Johnson, Library Director Koschik, City Clerk Mynsberge, City Engineer 
O’Meara, Museum Director Pielack, HR Manager Taylor, BSD Director Tighe, Assistant Finance 
Director Wickenheiser, DPS Director Wood 

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS
I. FINANCE 

FIVE-YEAR FINANCIAL FORECAST 
Finance Director Gerber introduced Assistant Finance Director Wickenheiser. 

Finance Director Gerber noted that this document is not a budget, but is based on certain 
assumptions regarding taxes, inflation, capital outlay and other factors, all of which may or may 
not occur. The point of the Forecast is to lay out what could happen, which will be clarified 
through the budget process. 

Finance Director Gerber introduced Tim St. Andrew from Plante Moran and Doug Bohrer, audit 
partner for the City to present the Forecast. 

Mr. St. Andrew presented a brief overview of the forecast and covered the highlights. 

Mr. St. Andrew reviewed the State Equalized Value (SEV) versus the City’s Taxable Value: 
• Nearly 70% of general fund revenue is in the form of property taxes.
• There is no limit on SEV growth or decline.
• The limit on taxable value is the lesser of 5% or the rate of inflation, but there is no limit

on the decline of taxable value.

4A2
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• The Taxable Value will only decline on a property-by-property basis when the SEV 
equals the taxable value.  

• In healthy housing market years, the SEV will outpace the City’s Taxable Value because 
of the limitations, and then in years of housing market decline, the SEV declines while 
the City’s tax revenue is still climbing. This is positive because it will protect the City in 
the case of a housing market decline. 

• The City’s Taxable Value growth in 2018 is forecasted to be 5.2%, going down to 3.4% 
in 2022, and these numbers exceed projected inflation.  

• The SEV growth is forecasted to be 6% in 2018-2019, going down to 4% in 2022.  
 
Mr. St Andrew then explained the Headlee Millage Limit (HML) compared to the Operating 
Millage (OM). 

• The OM has been relatively steady going back to 2001 and is forecasted to remain 
steady. 

• The HML has not been steady. In 2001, the HML was over 14 mills and there was a 
sharp decline between 2001 – 2008 because there was growth and rollbacks. In 2008, 
when the recession hit and values were not increasing, there were no rollbacks. Now, 
increasing taxable values are creating rollbacks again, which City Management has 
projected to continue into the future.  

• Birmingham has always been below the Headlee max. The HML could impact the City by 
limiting the City’s capacity to raise millage out into the future. If the rates remain the 
same the Headlee max could meet the HML out past 2022, and the City might have to 
roll back the millage being levied.  

 
Mr. St. Andrew then presented the forecasted fund balance numbers for the general fund, the 
major streets fund, and the local streets fund.  

• The general fund balance is projected to increase steadily throughout the five year 
period, driven by the increase in property tax revenue. 

• City Management is assuming inflationary increases with exceptions being transfers to 
the street funds and capital project funds.  

• The major and local street fund balances are expected to fluctuate but on balance they 
remain relatively steady through the forecasted period. This fluctuation is to be expected 
because the fund balance is driven by projects, which will change the amount of 
available funds.  

• The largest sources of revenue for the major and local street fund balances are transfers 
from the general fund and transfers from the State. Funding from the State is expected 
to increase by 2% until the end of the forecast, at which point the funding from the 
State is expected to remain flat.  

 
Mr. St. Andrew then presented the General Fund Forecast Unassigned Fund Balance compared 
to targeted levels. The targeted levels set by the City Commission are a minimum of 17% of 
general fund operating expenditures, and a maximum of 40% general fund operating 
expenditures. Unassigned fund balance is fund balance that is not restricted by an outside 
source, or fund balances that are not already committed or designated for another purpose.  
 
Mr. St. Andrew then finished by presenting the Water and Sewer Rate forecast. The most 
significant assumptions were the cost of water and the cost of sewage treatment and the scope 
and timing of future capital projects. Based on the assumptions made, the increase in cost for 
both the cost of water and the cost of sewage treatment are expected to be inflationary 
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throughout the forecasted period, with water estimated to be between 3% - 4.5% and sewage 
treatment estimated to be between 1% - 3.5% per year.  
 
Mr. St. Andrew explained to: 

• Commissioner Hoff that the General Fund Forecast Unassigned Fund Balance compared 
to targeted levels for 2017-2018 is lower because of the upcoming Old Woodward 
project.  

• Mayor Harris that on the SEV versus the City’s Taxable Value chart that when you factor 
in the assumptions on new developments, overall taxable value can climb by more than 
inflation.  

 
City Manager Valentine drew attention to the slide on the General Fund Forecast Unassigned 
Fund Balance. He noted there is an increase in the later years, but he and City Attorney Currier 
looked at obligated liabilities which will have an impact on the Unassigned Fund Balance as the 
obligated liabilities increase. He clarified that in this presentation everything is taken in isolation, 
but there will be other factors to consider going forward.  

 
Commissioner DeWeese pointed out there is a margin where the City can stay under the 
Headlee Cap where the tax rate could be lowered, and the City would still have the income it 
needs.  
 
City Manager Valentine stated that: 

• Birmingham is ahead of a lot of communities in terms of how the City has expanded its 
capacity by lowering the millage rate.  

• The capacity is going to diminish over time. 
• Reinvestment in the community will help protect the City against any potential negative 

effects from diminishing capacity over time.  
 
Finance Director Gerber confirmed for Commissioner Nickita that these projections do take 
future capital expense projects into account. Mr. Gerber specified that the estimates are based 
on similar projects’ costs and may need to be revisited in the future as costs change.  
 
II. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
A.  Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update and Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan 
DPS Director Wood introduced Sarah Traxler from McKenna Associates, Inc. 
 
Ms. Traxler explained that: 

• Birmingham participates in Parks and Recreation planning to make the City eligible for 
grants from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, to help the City prepare 
programs, and to design improvements for parks.  

• Master Planning for parks communicates the community’s values and creates a 
historical record for future City leaders to remember what was undertaken in prior 
planning years. 

• Master Planning for parks does not obligate funds for projects, does not set programs in 
stone, and does not design parks, though it does provide the basis for designing parks 
in the future. 

• Birmingham undertook a traditional planning process that aligns with the state’s 
requirements for planning. 
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• Values communicated through public engagement were natural area stewardship, 
inclusiveness, emphasis on health and fitness, connectivity between the parks, and 
maintenance of a high level of customer service.  

• People choose to live in areas with high investment in Parks and Recreation.  
• Goals and objectives were updated: 

o Goal 1: Foster an inclusive and unique community. 
o Goal 2: Provide parks and recreation facilities that are beautiful, high quality, 

respect history, offer a variety of experiences, both passive and active, are well 
maintained, and are accessible to all residents of the community.  

o Goal 3: To create a community of healthy residents by providing opportunities 
which promote and encourage active lifestyles and mobility. 

o Goal 4: Provide recreation programming and facility opportunities that meet the 
needs and interests of the entire community. 

o Goal 5: To use existing community resources efficiently, demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility, and coordinate and partner with other entities to ensure the 
availability and opportunity for comprehensive and quality services and facilities. 

o Goal 6: To become a leader in sustainable, innovative maintenance practices to 
protect our natural community resources. Demonstrate environmental 
stewardship and reduce adverse health effects to all residents, while maintaining 
public use, access and enjoyment.  

o Goal 7: Operate the Department of Public Services in an effective and efficient 
manner so as to maintain a high level of customer service. 

• Both system de-enhancements and specific park enhancements are recommended. 
• On February 6th the Parks and Recreation Board will be reviewing and potentially 

recommending the draft plan, and on February 12th Ms. Traxler will re-appear for a 
public hearing before the City Commission. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman shared concern that the draft plan only states a goal of analyzing 
playground equipment, and therefore lacks sufficient, specific attention to making playground 
equipment barrier-free and universally accessible. Ms. Traxler told Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that 
the feedback would be shared with the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
Ms. Traxler told Commissioner Hoff that the specific park enhancements include the planning 
period and estimated time of completion, and are not listed in priority order. 
 
DPS Director Wood then provided highlights from the Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan: 

• Universal Design is an important part of the Master Planning process and includes 
criteria for parks above and beyond ADA requirements.  

• The Master Plan seeks to improve all the parks that have not received other recent 
improvements.  

• Total estimated improvement costs are $6 million.  
• Opportunities for funding include grants, private/public partnerships, and crowdfunding 

opportunities. 
 
DPS Director Wood explained to Commission Hoff that the $6 million figure only includes 
projects which have an earmarked amount. Ms. Traxler’s presentation included a number of 
additional projects with costs that are to be determined, and so Ms. Wood’s presentation did 
not include those.  
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Proposed Bonding 
City Manager Valentine stated that: 

• DPS Director Wood’s presentation was an overview, not all-inclusive.  
• The City’s previous $25 million Parks and Recreation bond is no longer available. The 

bond was authorized in 2001, and the last issuance was in 2008. Too much time has 
elapsed to re-access the initial authorization.  

• Funding the Parks and Recreation Plan out of General City Funds is not currently in the 
plan and would have a significant impact on City operations going forward.   

• The City currently has a limit of $289 million in debt capacity, and current debt 
outstanding is about $18 million, which is about 6% of the City’s debt limit. These 
numbers demonstrate bonding capacity should the City choose to pursue that as an 
option. 

• The City is AAA bond rated, which means going to the market now is to the City’s 
advantage.  

• The City currently has a large debt capacity which is likely to continue. 
• Municipal bonds are attractive in the investment market. 
• The City’s current debt is diminishing.  
• The City will be losing the $25 million bonding debt in the coming years, which means 

Birmingham could reassume the same amount of debt in order to reinvest in the 
community. 

• Bonding allows improvements to occur in the near term.  
• If the City chooses to do $6 million in projects, City Manager Valentine recommends $5 

million in bonding because opportunity exists for state grants and other potential 
sources of funding. 

• Assuming the City does bonding for 15 years at $15 million, the millage rate would be 
about .17 mills which would be added onto the debt levy going forward. 

• If the $15 million is serviced at 20 years instead of 15, the millage rate would be .13 
mills going forward. 

• In 2021, the City debt levy declines significantly because the sewer bonds are being 
paid off in that fiscal year. The debt service in that year will drop from a prior rate of 
1.049 mills to .5621 mills. Looking at a potential new debt levy of .17 mills, the rate is 
still lower than the City’s current debt levy. 

• In 2023-2024, the last payment on the first parks and recreation bond will be paid off, 
therefore the debt levy will be .4 mills less in 2024-2025.  

• The current annual impact to the taxpayer would be about $42.50 per year on average, 
assuming the .17 mill levy.  

• The Commission can look at the Five-Year Plan, decide on the projects to complete, and 
schedule the ballot questions for the millage accordingly.  

• Bond debt is funded from general tax dollars for the parks bond. 
• A parking structure bond’s debt service would be paid from the parking system. A user 

fee would pay that debt, not Birmingham’s general tax dollars.  
 
City Manager Valentine then laid out deadline dates for putting the millage question on the 
ballot:  

• May 1st, 2018 would put the question on the August primary; and, 
• July 31st, 2018 would put the question on the November general election.  

 
Commissioner Nickita stated that Birmingham should work with experts in crowdfunding and 
grant writing in order to enhance the City’s ability to find alternative sources of funding. 
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B.  Parks & Recreation Improvement Funding 
DPS Director Wood stated that the company which manages the Ice Arena has provided the 
City with an estimated cost for replacing the refrigeration system. The City will undergo an 
overall building assessment with a different vendor.  
 
DPS Director Wood explained to Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that “playground enhancements” 
entail replacing the playgrounds with universal design equipment.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman asked DPS Director Wood: 

•To confirm that, in addition to Poppleton Park, Crestview, Linden, and Pembroke Parks 
all have plans for accessible playground equipment enhancements.  
•Why Poppleton relies on different funding sources than the rest of the parks named. 

 
DPS Director Wood stated that all the parks could conceivably use the same fund sources. The 
only difference is that grants and public/private partnerships were being emphasized for 
Poppleton.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated that all the funding sources for accessible equipment should be 
the same, and that the playground enhancements in each park should be explicitly described as 
accessible. 
 
C. Capeseal 
DPS Manager Filipski reported that in October 2017, a 2.5 mile capeseal project was concluded. 
The average assessment for the homeowner for this improvement was $932, and included the 
following streets: Larchlea, Westchester, Berwyn, Radnor, Avon, Bryn Mawr, Fairfax, Puritan, 
and Willow Lane. The City has received positive feedback on this project. 
 
The City is now looking at a capeseal project in July 2018 that amounts to almost 6 miles, which 
is double the size of the October 2017 project. It ranges from Chesterfield east to Lakepark, 
and from Maple north to Quarton, with chip seal only. 
 
The projected timeline for the project is as follows: 

• Information Packets went out to residents August 2017 
• Hearing Notices are planned for February 2018 
• Informational Forum in February 2018 
• Public Hearing of Necessity is planned for April 2018 

 
When the July 2018 project is concluded, Birmingham will have treated about a third of the 
City’s capeseal streets. 
 
DPS Manager Filipski said residents can: 

• Expect three to four days of work over the course of one to two weeks, and may 
include weather-related adjustments.  

• Find out about the capeseal schedule at a dedicated webpage (bham.gov/capeseal) on 
the Birmingham website. 

 
DPS Manager Filipski stated that the Commission helped the City invest in a patch oven which 
allows the City to perform street preparation itself instead of including it as part of the bid, 
which has led to significant savings for Birmingham. 
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City Manager Valentine told Commissioner Hoff that: 
• This capeseal project is being undertaken at the request of the residents of these 

neighborhoods. The point of the Ad Hoc Unimproved Street Study Committee is to 
study additional and wider changes to the pattern of street maintenance within 
Birmingham.  

• The residents of these neighborhoods have also been advised that they have the option 
to improve their streets, instead of capesealing them.  

 
Commissioner Hoff stated that she would like street improvements reiterated as an option for 
these neighborhoods during upcoming informational meetings.  
 
DPS Manager Filipski told Commissioner Hoff that information on improving the streets is being 
provided to the residents much more proactively than in previous projects to make sure the 
residents are very clear on their options. 
 
D. Water Portal 
DPS Manager Filipski: 

• Introduced the AquaHawk internet portal which allows residents to monitor their City 
water consumption as of February 1, 2018.  

• Stated that DPS, the Treasury Department and Utility Billing played essential roles in 
setting up the AquaHawk portal.  

• Presented the options available on the portal, which include water usage, estimated bill, 
how many days are left in the billing cycle, the option to set alerts for certain thresholds 
including usage and dollar amount. 

• Explained that the AquaHawk is free to set up, and Birmingham is the only municipality 
in the area using something like this.  

• Stated that the system is to monitor water usage, but not to pay bills since that feature 
came at a significant additional cost. 

 
DPS Manager Filipski told Mayor Harris that: 

• This account includes both water and sewage use; and, 
• The City will be publicizing this through inserts in the next water bill and through social 

media. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese said that the inserts should be sent out in more than one quarterly bill 
because citizens may overlook the information the first few times. 
 
E. Maple/Eton Bridge Enhancements 
DPS Director Wood gave an overview of the Maple/Eton Bridge Enhancements. The Commission 
hired Walker Consultants to look at the structural orientation, concrete, painting and lighting 
aspects of the bridge. DPS Director Wood continued: 

• CN Railroad owns the Maple Bridge.  
• The project is for aesthetic improvements. 
• Presenting pictures from other aesthetically improved bridges as an example of the 

types of enhancements that are possible.  
• The probable costs based on scope of work are either $253,000 for option one which 

includes sidewalk updates only, or $393,000 for option two which includes updates to 
both the sidewalk and roadway. Both options include updates to the façade on the east 
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and west ends of the bridge. Final design and bidding would need to be carried out 
before actual costs are determined.  

• The bridge is from the 1930s and is in relatively good condition. There is some concrete 
deterioration, rusting, water leeching on the bridge, and lead paint on the ceiling.  There 
is soil and sediment build-up on the sidewalk which contributes to cracking, 
maintenance issues and the collection of water and debris.  

• Some trucks get stuck under the bridge which leads to deterioration as well. 
• Walker Consultants does not recommend the ceiling be upgraded due to costs. 
• Walker Consultants does recommend updating lighting, and it is included in both 

options. If lighting is added, however, it will draw attention to the issues with the 
sidewalks, so the sidewalks have been included in both options as well. 

• City Engineer O’Meara is in contact with CN Railroad. CN Railroad has historically 
approved painting projects, may carry out some of the structural repairs needed, but will 
not be responsible for the aesthetic maintenance of the bridge.  

• Once terms are finalized with CN Railroad, DPS Director Wood will present the proposal 
to the Commission. CN Railroad is unlikely to approve writing, but a mural may be 
approved. 

• The City will be in touch with other stakeholders in the area to explore opportunities for 
sponsorship or cost-sharing on the project. 

 
DPS Director Wood explained to Commissioner Boutros that: 

• The City does not have a contract with CN Railroad. In order to update the bridge, the 
City would have to do a Right of Entry application.  

• CN Railroad is exploring what improvements they will be responsible for internally. CN 
Railroad may repair some of the spalled concrete before the City paints. 

 
DPS Director Wood told Commissioner Nickita that there is no estimated schedule on the 
project, but it is a City priority.  
 
City Manager Valentine stated that the foundations of the project need to be clarified before the 
project moves forward. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that since CN Railroad operates independent of local 
government, they cannot be obligated to do any updates they do not deem necessary. The 
goal, as a result, is for Birmingham to pursue the right to make updates the City deems 
necessary.  
 
Mayor Harris opened the issue for public comment.  
 
Dorothy Conrad stated that the homeowner’s association of which she is a member would like 
to see Pembroke Park wired in order to provide lighting for events.  
 
City Manager Valentine told Ms. Conrad that the most opportune time to voice these comments 
would be the February 6, 2018 meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
Ms. Conrad urged the Commission to move forward with the proposed aesthetic updates to the 
Maple/Eton Bridge.  
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Anne Bray stated that the Commission is missing an opportunity to deal with carbon 
sequestration in the 5-year plan. Ms. Brae continued: 

• Carbon sequestration occurs by fixing the ground. 
• Eight species of different plants begin the process of carbon sequestration.  
• The City needs to move away from Kentucky bluegrass, and cease poisoning the smaller 

plants that are growing in order to contribute to what is now becoming a global effort.  
• The City needs to stop poisoning its water.  

 
DPS Manager Filipski told Ms. Brae that the water alert amount on AquaHawk is set by 
individual households. Ms. Brae stated that perhaps the City should set a threshold for usage, 
after which a two-tier pricing system should be applied.  
 
John Rusche stated: 

• He found City Manager Valentine’s bond presentation interesting.  
• It would be helpful for homeowners affected by the City’s upcoming capeseal project to 

have a sense of the costs versus how long various types of repairs would last.  
 
City Manager Valentine confirmed for Mr. Rusche that homeowners affected by the capeseal 
project will be provided with information regarding the different options’ costs and longevity. 
 
III. Planning  
A.  City-wide Master Plan Update 
From Planning Director Ecker’s December 20, 2017 memo to City Manager Valentine: 

The Future Land Use Plan (“the Plan”) was the last comprehensive master plan to be 
adopted by the City (1980). Much of the information provided in the plan was intended 
to be projections up to the year 2000, and is in need of updating. 
 
Over the last several years the City Commission and Planning Board have been 
actively discussing the potential scope of an RFP for a new comprehensive master plan. 
 
The following list outlines the information in the plan that is out of date or policies 
that are currently included in the draft RFP for review and updating: 

• Community vision and planning objectives; 
• Update of Population section to include current demographic data, future 

projections and analysis; 
• Update of Regional and Surrounding Development section to include current 

and projected demographic data (residential, retail, office, mix of land 
uses) and analysis of the region, regional and downtown development trends 
and regional collaboration efforts; 

• Update of Residential Housing section to include neighborhood vision in 
residential areas, analysis of changes in residential patterns and residential 
areas from 1980 to now, typology and character of neighborhoods, 
development trends, future projections and future direction; 

• The physical characteristics of neighborhoods should be identified and 
documented including historic attributes, landscape conditions, housing type 
and the period of construction for each area; 

• Review and update of Transportation section to include current vehicular, 
pedestrian and bicycle data, recent and currently budgeted infrastructure 
improvements, current multi-modal trends, regional transportation projects, 
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and future recommendations based on regional and national best practices; 
• Update and review of existing land use, updated recommendations for future 

land uses and an updated future land use map including the area of 
Woodward between 14 Mile Rd. and Lincoln, known as the S. Woodward 
gateway; 

• Parking analysis and recommendations for both public and private parking 
regulations throughout the entire City including consideration of parking 
requirements, public parking needs, residential parking permitting 
requirements, accessible parking needs, potential for shared parking and 
emerging and innovative technologies; 

• Review and update of the Policies section to encourage the implementation of 
the City’s vision, current goals, best practices, current technological 
advances, and innovative policies. 

 
The RFP also provides direction for a Comprehensive Community Engagement Plan that 
details how public input will be acquired throughout the master planning process and an 
Infrastructure Analysis that reviews existing infrastructure, evaluates future needs and 
provides recommendations. 
 
The Multi-modal plan adopted in 2013 is now the guiding document for the City in 
regards to transportation infrastructure, major right of way improvements, and user 
accessibility issues.  

 
Planning Director Ecker pointed out that many changes in planning have occurred since the 
adoption of the City’s 2013 Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) document.  
 
City Manager Valentine told Commissioner Hoff that money was budgeted in the previous fiscal 
year for this process, and additional money was budgeted as part of the current fiscal year as 
the scope of the project expanded.  
 
B.  Agenda Report Formatting Procedure 
Planning Director Ecker reported: 

• The Planning staff has been asked to provide a review of the current policies regarding 
the format of staff reports and memos in order to determine if the current format can be 
improved to provide the City Commission and the public with a more concise 
presentation of the relevant information. Currently the support data is organized in 
chronological order from oldest to newest. 

• Comments have been received suggesting that this method has the potential to be 
confusing or difficult to follow as it may result in the attachments being organized in a 
manner that does not clearly present the information currently under discussion. 

• The Planning staff suggests that the agenda report formatting procedure be revised to 
provide the City Commission memorandum first, then the current Special Land-Use 
Permit if any, then the current report, and then the supplementary information and 
background data.  
 

Planning Director Ecker clarified for Commissioner Hoff the proposal is not reverse chronological 
order, but relevance order.  
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Commissioner Sherman stated the City used to format agenda reports in relevance order and 
stated a preference for that practice.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman suggested that the most current information should be labelled 
“Currently Under Consideration” in red, in order to avoid having to devise a new system of 
formatting. 
 
Planning Director Ecker stated that: 

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman’s suggestion is current practice, but it leads to relevant 
information being scattered widely throughout the agenda packet.  

• The Planning Board’s reports are included in relevance order, which means that the 
information has to be re-arranged into chronological order for the Commission reports. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman suggested that the most current information be printed on pink or red 
paper. 
 
Commissioner Sherman reiterated that the request returns the agenda formatting to previous 
practice.  
 
Mayor Harris stated that including a topical roadmap for each issue in the agenda packet might 
be most beneficial.  
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that a page stating “Background Information”, used to separate 
current and background information for each item, might be the most beneficial.  
 
Planning Director Ecker stated that Planning Staff is happy to enact whatever the Commission 
prefers. 
 
Commissioner Boutros expressed support for Commissioner Nickita’s proposal.  
 
Commissioner DeWeese: 

• Suggested that the most relevant information be provided first, with the background 
information following in chronological order.  

• Said he has appreciated being able to follow the whole history in order, but understands 
that may not be a universal preference.  

• Said that either a page separating “Background Information” could work, or putting 
“Background Information” at the top of every background page could work.  

 
C. Ordinance Reviews 
1. Retail Regulations 
Planning Director Ecker’s report was broken into five different topics: Retail Regulations, Alley 
Regulations, Bistro Regulations, Review Process for the Renovation and / or New Construction 
of Buildings, and Site Plan Review Standards for Adjacent Properties.  
 
Planning Director presented an overview of the topics: 

• Retail Regulations 
o Retail use is required in the first 20’ of depth for all buildings in the Redline Retail 

District. The Commission adopted a definition of ‘personal services’ in November 
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2017 in order to clarify what uses are allowed in the first 20’ of the first floor of a 
business.  

o Current Areas of Study include: 
 Potentially reducing retail district boundaries to no more than 2 - 4 blocks 

in size, limiting the retail uses to ‘true retail” on the first floor within in 
this core area, and then creating a secondary district within the 
downtown that could allow some quasi-retail and personal service uses. 

 Whether 20’ of retail depth on the first floor is sufficient. Other 
communities studied have a range of 35’ – 80’ of retail depth on the first 
floor. 

 Whether office-type equipment should be allowed in the first 20’ of retail 
depth.  

 Whether there should be a maximum dimension for permitted lobbies for 
hotels, offices and residential units within the Redline Retail District. The 
Zoning Ordinance currently allows 50% of the first floor retail space to be 
used for lobbies, but in large buildings this allows lobbies to occupy a 
large expanse of the storefront space, thus creating a less active and less 
visually attractive section of storefront that breaks up the retail area. 

 An evaluation of current properties with buildings located in the Redline 
Retail District that have not been constructed to support first floor retail 
uses, and whether those buildings should be grandfathered in.  

o City Staff is currently going through the Redline Retail District block-by-block in 
order to provide the Planning Board with sufficient information to carry out these 
studies.   

 
Commissioner DeWeese said: 

• Current properties located in the Redline Retail District that do not support first floor 
retail uses should be grandfathered in until major renovations or building demolishment 
occur. Concomitantly, any buildings that can accommodate first floor retail should be 
strictly required to do so. 

• The retail depth requirements should be increased beyond 20’. 
 
Commissioner Hoff said window coverings should be addressed in order to promote first floor 
retail displays that provide interest to the street. 
 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Hoff that windows can no longer be blocked by 
shelving unless the retail space was grandfathered in, but window treatments are currently still 
allowed due to glare from the sun. Planning Director Ecker stated that this would be re-
addressed by the Planning Board as part of the study of the retail depth requirements. 
 
Commissioner Nickita said he is more concerned about the products that occupy the first 20’ of 
retail, as opposed to the depth of the retail space. He would like to see the issue studied.  
 
2. Alley Regulations 
Planning Director Ecker reported that: 

• An Alleys and Passageways Plan was done in 2012 to try and activate the City’s 
alleyways. The Plan delineates three types of alleyways, or ‘vias’: 

o Active vias, for cars and people; 
o Connecting vias, which are for bicycles and pedestrians only; and, 
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o Destination vias, with the goal of creating a public gathering space or plaza.  
• There have been concerns about the conditions of the alleys including garbage, clutter, 

parked cars, graffiti and other issues.  
• The City is exploring ways to address waste receptacle regulation, parking control 

regulations, paving and water retention, signage and wayfinding, and general code 
enforcement. 

o Other communities’ approaches to waste receptacles are being studied. Some 
communities require each dumpster to be labelled with the owner’s name and 
the trash hauler’s name. In addition, some communities require that the 
dumpsters be maintained in good condition.  

o Signage regulating parking needs to be provided in order to allow the police 
department to enforce parking regulations in the public portions of the alleys. 

o The issues of paving and water retention could be improved by material 
upgrades and more attention to greening the space.  

o Signage can help direct pedestrians to retail frontage that opens up into the 
alleyways. 

 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Boutros that Birmingham has not been responsible 
for collecting the waste produced by the City’s commercial retailers.  
 
Commissioner Boutros suggested that Birmingham should attempt having one waste collector 
for the City.  He continued that he believes the alleyways are high priority and he would like to 
see the issue advanced. 
 
Planning Director Ecker explained that the current regulations on alleyways can only be 
enforced if a retailer comes before the Commission for a Site Plan or Design Review, which 
means the City is currently unable to address day-to-day issues. 
 
City Manager Valentine acknowledged that the alleyway issues span many different City 
departments and are being approached through interdepartmental coordination in order to craft 
a comprehensive approach.  
 
City Manager Valentine confirmed for Mayor Harris that proposals addressing these issues will 
be brought before the Commission.  
 
Planning Director Ecker said that these issues are largely outside the jurisdiction of the Planning 
Board because they deal with areas of the City Code beyond the Zoning Ordinances. 
 
Commissioner Nickita stated that the most successful alleys are the alleys where retail open up 
into the alley. He would like to discuss possible regulations which encourage both current and 
new developments to invest in alley activation.  
 
3. Bistro Regulations  
Planning Director Ecker outlined Bistro issues which include: 

• Use of Eisenglass – Doing so extends the time period outdoor dining areas are in 
operation which increases the number of seats for the restaurant as a whole for a 
majority of the year; 
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• District Requirements – The Downtown District, Triangle District, and Rail District have 
different opportunities which could merit different requirements for bistros locating 
within them; 

• On-street Dining/Rooftop Dining – the use of on-street parking spaces and rooftops in 
addition to the sidewalk area allows the addition of larger outdoor dining areas; 

• Parking Needs – the expansion of outdoor dining increases the number of people dining 
at the restaurant, which increases parking demand; 

• Building Code Requirements – the enclosure of outdoor dining areas triggers Building 
Code regulations such as Energy Code compliance, fire suppression requirements, fire 
separation distances and exterior wall fire resistive ratings. 

• Incentivizing Seating Capacity Tiers – Allowing an increased amount of indoor seating 
and/or outdoor dining seating for bistros based upon conditional standards such as 
shared parking, landscaping, greenspace, etc. 

 
4. Partial reconstruction vs. full redevelopment regulations 
Planning Director Ecker reported City Ordinances currently do not clearly delineate when a 
construction project is considered renovation, and when it is considered a new building. The 
Planning Board is working on clarifying that distinction, and when a project goes before the 
Design Review Board, the Planning Board, or the Historic District Commission as a result. 
 
Planning Director Ecker clarified for: 

• Commissioner Hoff that these ordinances relate to commercial and multi-family 
buildings, not single-family buildings.  

• Commissioner Nickita that the current policy says that if there is no change in square 
footage in the project, there is no need for a Site Plan Review. The Planning Board is 
looking at other situations in which Side Plan Reviews should be required. Determining 
the percentage of changes to the exterior elevations of the building is being considered 
as one of the metrics for requiring Side Plan Reviews. 

 
Commissioner Nickita replied that Site Plan Review requirements should be based on 
information available at the outset of a project, and not changes made as a project progresses. 
Planning Director Ecker confirmed this is the goal of the Planning Board as well.  
 
5. Site Plan submittal requirements 
Planning Director Ecker explained that Site Plan and Design Reviews may benefit from providing 
details on all the surrounding properties. The Planning Board has set a public hearing on 
February 28, 2018 for an ordinance amendment to update these requirements.  
 
Commissioner Nickita cautioned that a satellite photo would provide insufficient information. He 
continued that a drawn Site Plan, with all adjacencies, would be sufficient. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated that having the adjacencies included in Site Plans is very helpful. 
 
D. Multi-Modal Initiatives 
1. Woodward Avenue Crossings 
Planning Director Ecker provided an overview of Birmingham’s investment in Woodward Avenue 
crossings: 
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• Woodward as a Complete Street Plan in 2016, which was for the entire 27 miles of the 
Woodward corridor. Proposals included shrinking the road a little bit, adding bump-outs, 
adding crosswalks, and making better median facilities. 

• A multi-modal plan in 2013 which included proposed crosswalk enhancements along 
Woodward, with a focus on Woodward and Oak. 

• The Triangle District Plan in 2007, which called for crossing enhancements in order to 
encourage foot traffic between the Triangle District and downtown. 

• Woodward and Oak, which the City focused on in 2017. There is currently a plan and 
some funding from MDOT for the crosswalk. There will be new pedestrian countdown 
signals, crosswalk legs on both sides, an expanded median, new-ADA compliant ramps, 
ADA-detectable warning strips, enhancements at the corners, and new sidewalk on the 
east side of Woodward. 

• New Birmingham crosswalk standards call for a 12’-14’ crosswalk on Woodward, 
continental striping with alternating 24” painted bars and 24” inch wide spaces.  MDOT 
does not adhere to these same standards. For the Woodward and Oak crossing, MDOT 
is willing to do a 10’ crosswalk with the 24” alternating striping. Birmingham is required 
to maintain the specialized crosswalk moving forward. 

• At Woodward and Oakland, there were some changes to a STOP sign on Lawndale 
which lead to the MMTB reviewing the whole area. The plan includes taking the 
crosswalk from the north side of the intersection and moving it down to the south side 
of the Woodward and Oakland intersection, an expansion of the median, a narrowing of 
the road with some added greenspace to shorten crossing across Oakland, reducing the 
number of right-turn lanes, moving the Stop sign, adding trees, and adding a multi-use 
path, all of which will be done in Spring 2018 as part of MDOT’s resurfacing project. 
MDOT will be doing the same compromised crosswalk standards with the 10’ width and 
the 24” inch alternating striping.  

• Two mast arm signals will be installed at Maple and Woodward and 14 Mile and 
Woodward.  

• Additional intersections will be updated in the future. 
 
Planning Director Ecker outlined funding sources, which include MDOT, the City of Birmingham, 
the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, the State Transportation Improvement 
Program, and the Transportation Alternatives Program Grant for pedestrian and bicycle 
upgrades. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman: 

• Endorsed all of the proposed changes, with emphasis on the crosswalks at Woodward 
and Oak and at Woodward and Oakland.  

• Stated that lengthening the crosswalk times would be beneficial so pedestrians do not 
have to wait at the median. 

 
Planning Director Ecker told Commissioner Hoff that business access from Oak Avenue will 
remain as-is, despite the caption beneath the relevant diagram. The caption was outdated but 
could not be edited out of the document. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese stated he hopes Birmingham will collaborate with Bloomfield Township 
in the future to create a crosswalk at Quarton and Old Woodward.  
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City Manager Valentine confirmed for Commissioner DeWeese that discussions about a Quarton 
and Old Woodward crosswalk are ongoing and promising.  
 
Planning Director Ecker echoed City Manager Valentine and added that Royal Oak is also 
involved in the consideration at the south end of the Quarton and Woodward intersection. 
 
2. Crosswalk Standards 
Planning Director Ecker reviewed Birmingham’s adoption of crosswalk standards:  

• All new painted crosswalks installed shall be of the continental style, as outlined on 
MDOT Detail Sheet PAVE-945-C, Sheet 3 of 3, with the exception that all painted 
bars shall be 24 inches wide spaced as close to 24 inches apart as possible. 

• The crosswalk standards include variable crosswalk widths depending on whether the 
street receiving new crosswalks is considered a major street, which will receive 
crosswalks that are 12’-14’ wide, a local street, which will receive crosswalks that are 8’ 
wide, or any residential  street, which will receive 6’ wide crossings. 

• The Commission decided to move forward with updating some of existing crosswalks as 
part of a pilot program, and budgeted $25,000 to do so. Four intersections were chosen: 
Peabody & Brown Streets (CBD), Peirce & Townsend Streets (CBD), Townsend and 
Southfield (CBD), and Townsend and Chester (CBD), with a budget of $6,250 per 
intersection. 

 
Retrofitting the existing crosswalks will increase the costs over the budgeted amount, because 
in addition to the painting, the curb drop zone will need to be widened to create wider 
pedestrian ramps, and the detectible warning plates will need to be relocated to the center of 
the ramps. 

 
Based on the changes that have to be made, the Peabody and Brown intersection alone would 
require the whole $25,000 budget.  

 
Planning Director Ecker confirmed for Mayor Harris that City staff would be coming before the 
Commission at a later date to determine how the crosswalk retrofitting should move forward 
based on the provided information.  

 
3. Bike Share program 
Planning Director Ecker explained that the MMTB will be studying a bicycle sharing program for 
Birmingham over the long term. Planning Director Ecker reviewed options including: 

• Length of rental: giving a deposit for a bicycle and returning it to a station, renting a 
bicycle based on a GPS location of available bicycles, a longer-term, library-like system 
of bicycle borrowing, or a membership system.  

• Different types of bicycles available, including adaptive bicycles for mobility impaired 
individuals. 

• Hiring companies to run the system for the City, doing a public-private partnership, or 
running the system as a public effort by the City.  

 
Planning Director Ecker stated that Ann Arbor, Detroit, Port Huron and Southfield are also 
working on developing bicycle sharing programs at this time. If the City would like to move 
forward with this program in any iteration, the next step would be to perform a feasibility study 
which can cost up to $100,000. Zagster, the company that runs Southfield’s bicycle sharing 
program, offers a free feasibility study.  
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Commissioner Nickita stated it might be beneficial to collaborate with other municipalities along 
the Woodward corridor in a larger bicycle sharing program, since other communities have 
expressed interest as well. 
 
Planning Director Ecker confirmed that her submitted report on Bicycle Sharing programs 
includes possibilities for collaboration with other communities.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated: 

• She would like to see helmets available for renting as well.  
• Child-size bicycles should be available. 
• Birmingham needs to make sure that the rental pricing is not prohibitively expensive.  

 
Commissioner DeWeese suggested, since the City already utilizes church parking lots for office 
commuters to park and carpool into the City, office workers could benefit from bicycle renting 
stations near those church parking lots as well. Commissioner DeWeese suggested the City 
could subsidize this use because it is less expensive for the City and eases congestion in the 
parking garages.  
 
4. N. Old Woodward Streetscape Reconstruction 
Planning Director Ecker reported: 

• In 2018, Phase 1 updates will include Old Woodward from Oakland to Brown Streets and 
Maple from Pierce to just east of Old Woodward. 

• Phase 2 will be in approximately two years, and will include Maple from Old Woodward 
to Woodward, and West Maple from Woodward to Chester.  

• The project will be updating or installing water and sewer lines, electrical and 
communications systems, phone charging stations, electrical outlets, pedestrian scale 
and intersection lighting, medians along some sections of the road, angled parking, 
efforts to calm traffic, and ADA-compliant sidewalks. 

• Double curbs will be removed from along Maple, and bump-outs will be added at 
intersections. 

• Mid-block crosswalks are being explored. 
• Landscaping will be prioritized through soil changes, larger and more planting beds, 

larger new trees, and an irrigation system.  
• These changes will help encourage pedestrian activity on Birmingham streets.  
• Phase 1 completion is expected in July. 

 
Lucius Vassar, attorney and director of governmental relations at Clarke-Hill, came to share 
interest in Birmingham’s bicycle sharing program on behalf of LimeBike, a dockless bicycle 
sharing company. Mr. Vassar noted that: 

• He served as a city official in a different city in the past, and was inspired by the level 
of thought that goes into Birmingham’s planning. 

• He has been Lyft’s legal representative since the ride-sharing company’s entrance into 
Michigan, so he understands the experience of trying to make a company’s framework 
work across municipalities. 

• He looks forward to continuing to share information with Birmingham regarding ways 
that LimeBike can help Birmingham achieve its goals. 
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Planning Board Chairman Scott Klein commended Planning Director Ecker and city staff on their 
superlative presentations and expressed appreciation. Mr. Klein continued on behalf of the 
Planning Board: 

• The results of the Birmingham Shopping District’s (BSD) current study will provide the 
Planning Board with the information they need in order to recommend potential changes 
in the Redline Retail District to the Commission.  

• There should be a review of what is permitted within the assessment district in terms of 
parking, office, and residential uses. Mr. Klein stated the information should be shared 
with the City’s engineers as well. 

 
Chairman Klein then continued on his own behalf that: 

• He is excited about the crosswalk updates planned for Woodward at Oak and Oakland.  
• Constructing the shared path to be 12’ or 14’ would better accommodate strollers or 

wheelchairs. 
• He is not aware of the legal necessity within the ADA for having ramps match the size 

of the walks. If that is an MDOT standard, the City may not be legally required to 
adhere to it, which could save the City money. 

 
Robert Boyle stated that the upgrades to Woodward in downtown Detroit included a conduit for 
fiber, and encouraged the City to install fiber along the Birmingham Woodward corridor as well. 
 
City Manager Valentine said fiber installation along Birmingham's Woodward is being 
considered.  
 
Mr. Boyle thanked the City for keeping the intersection at Woodward and Oak on the agenda, 
and suggested there be a ceremony with fanfare upon completion of the intersection.  
 
Elaine McLain spoke as a 59-year resident of Birmingham. She shared that she had once been 
hit by a vehicle while in a crosswalk in front of the Birmingham Police Department, and said she 
is in full support of the measures the City is taking to increase pedestrian safety in crosswalks.  
 
Commissioner Nickita thanked Ms. McClain for her comments and said it drove home the fact 
that all the proposed changes are about safety first.  
 
IV. Birmingham Shopping District 
A. Plan for Old Woodward Reconstruction 
BSD Director Ingrid Tighe presented the BSD’s Themed Advertising Campaign called Pave the 
Way Birmingham in order to remind citizens that, while the upgrades will be dusty, the City 
infrastructure will be much-improved once the process is complete.  

• BSD Director Tighe continued that the highest priority is to communicate effectively and 
often with residents, merchants, and businesses downtown in order to keep them 
updated on progress. 

o Communication will occur through Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, and all 
information will be confirmed with the City in order to provide the most up-to-
date data.  

o Businesses in the BSD will also receive email notifications about progress. Both 
residents and businesses can sign up for the BSD’s e-notifications. 

o Updates will also be available on the City’s website at www.bhamgov.org/ 
downtowninfrastructure. 

http://www.bhamgov.org/


19 January 27, 2018 

 

o Merchant meetings are another avenue for sharing information about the 
project. The next meeting will on February 8, 2018 at 8 a.m. and will be hosted 
by Nina Macklemore on Old Woodward by the Birmingham 8 Theatre. 

o Information will also be provided via television, radio, newspaper, and 
magazines. 

• The BSD is considering a program called “Birmingham Bucks”, which would reward 
purchases made in Birmingham by providing further coupons which can be used in 
Birmingham stores. The program would be funded by the BSD. According to Gazell 
Sports, a retailer with locations in both Birmingham and Kalamazoo, MI, a similar 
program promoted business during a similar construction project in Kalamazoo. 

• Signage will be posted throughout the City that will say things such as “Pardon Our 
Dust” and “Open for Business” with the social media links provided.  

• DPS will provide orange signs for each merchant affected by the construction.  
• Lights will also be installed between each merchant. 
• Free valet service will be offered throughout the City. Tentative locations include N. Old 

Woodward where the construction begins, S. Old Woodward near the Peabody mansion, 
W. Old Maple near Roots, and then on the east side around Hamilton.  

• Several events will occur throughout the construction period. There will be: 
o A kick-off party for the beginning of the construction; 
o A potential public art display, done by both professional artists and residents, 

with a public jury; and, 
o Events for families, including a potential scavenger hunt for a Birmingham-

themed mascot with prizes. 
• Selfie spots where families can take pictures and a thermometer showing the 

construction progress will also be installed.  
• If construction ends in July as planned, the Day on the Town could also be an end-of-

construction celebration. 
 
B. New Retail Consultant 
BSD Director Tighe reported the BSD board voted in September 2017 to broaden its business 
development with the following strategy: 

• Support and retain existing businesses by connecting current merchants, restaurants, 
and businesses to resources. 

• Attract new retailers using a three-prong approach attracting 1) local, Michigan-based 
stores 2) regional retailers and 3) national retailers. 

• Retain a third party consultant to conduct a metro analysis, community core analysis, 
and development of marketing and branding program. Additionally, conduct market 
research analysis to determine strong national and local retailers that would fit well in 
the BSD to build a robust tenant recruitment plan. 

• Implement a City, Property Owner, and Broker program to connect brokers representing 
specific properties to potential businesses interested in locating to Birmingham. 

 
To accomplish the above goals, the BSD retained Buxton Company to create a comprehensive 
marketing strategy that enables the BSD to understand the consumer profile of our retail trade 
area and to identify specific retailers who will fit well in the BSD. The formal kick-off of the 
partnership was on November 29, 2018. The plan continues with: 

• An update to the BSD marketing material and PR campaign; 
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• The BSD’s attendance at the International Conference of Shopping Centers (ICSC) in Las 
Vegas, where Birmingham will be meeting with national retailers the City would like to 
attract; and, 

• Attendance at regional ICSCs. 
 
V. Engineering 
A. Backyard Sewer and Water Master Plan 
City Engineer O’Meara reported there have been a few areas in the City with a lot of backyard 
water and sewer issues. The City has made the following changes to remedy the issue: 

• All the backyard water main areas have been reconstructed. 
• In Crestview, the water main has been completely shut down. 
• Disconnections are now in progress in the two east side subdivisions as well as Old  

Salem Court. Final shutdown of these backyard systems is planned for 2022 - 2024. 
• At the beginning of 2017, several of the Quarton Lake Estates Subdivision blocks had 

almost 100% of the needed easement acquisitions completed. The lining will be updated 
in February 2018. 

 
Future remedies include: 

• A new campaign to work with homeowners in both Quarton Lake and the small area on 
E. Maple Rd. advertising the progress that has been made, and asking that they work 
with the City to sign the necessary easements. 

o Both Quarton Lake and the E. Maple Road areas are at about 75% compliance. 
• A focus on the northwest corner of the City in 2019-2022. The water and sewer system 

are older and all currently in the street, but there is an opportunity to separate the 
sewer system and get storm water out of the pipe. Modifications would be made to 
existent sewers to make them storm sewers. 

• Sewers on Redding would be updated to be storm sewers as well. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara explained to Commissioner Hoff that: 

• Achieving 100% participation in the north part of the N. Quarton Lake area was easier 
than gaining it on the south side because many easements were already granted on the 
north side, and there were a higher number of properties in total to be contacted on 
the south side. 

• The streets in the Quarton Lake area are not scheduled for the 2018 capeseal program. 
 
City Engineer O’Meara told Mayor Harris that connecting the buildings to the public water main 
is a process distinct from the easement process.  
 
B. Parking Initiatives 
1. Surface and Structure Parking 
City Engineer O’Meara reported: 

• In June 2016 the City worked with SP+ to provide valet services at the N. Old 
Woodward Ave. Parking Structure on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. This 
allowed the City to park 50 more cars in the structure. 

• Valet was also provided in the Park Street structure in June 2017 in order to compensate 
for the spaces lost as part of the painting project in the structure.  

• The City will utilize valet services during the 2018 N. Old Woodward project in order to 
alleviate the strain caused by the temporary loss of 130 spaces due to construction 
along N. Old Woodward.  
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• SP+ is currently surveying traffic patterns in all five parking structures around 10 AM to 
help determine the extent of all-day parking that is occurring without monthly permits. 
Once more data is available, staff will review options with the Advisory Parking 
Committee to help motivate employees to park on the upper levels. 

• Parking Lot #6 underwent a sewer project in 2017, but has been an issue in terms of 
both its lack of sufficient parking space on Thursday and Friday afternoons and its 
concrete, which is in disrepair. The retail community would like to see these issues 
addressed. The City is exploring three potential solutions: 

o Performing concrete resurfacing on the lot and updating the landscaping to 
create screening from the adjacent neighborhood; 

o Expanding the lot into the east open-nature area by the river by 4’, thus adding 
14 spaces, performing resurfacing and updating landscaping for screening; or 

o Expanding the lot into the east open-nature area by the river by 20’, thus adding 
35 spaces, constructing the curb and gutter in this area so that almost all 
drainage from the parking lot is directed into a bio-swale constructed east of the 
lot, which would then flow into a sedimentation area that would provide further 
water filtering before it then enters the adjacent river. 

• Currently, a temporary gravel parking lot is operating at 35001 Woodward Ave. (at the 
northwest corner of Maple Rd.). The owner has leased the lot to the City since the 
summer of 2016, at no cost to the system other than to take over maintenance costs for 
the property. The lot, which contains 38 parking spaces, currently allows for the sale of 
50 monthly permits. 

• We have also been in discussions with the owner of the property at 34952 Woodward 
Ave. (at the southeast corner of Maple Rd.). This lot would allow 175 vehicles 
temporarily until a construction project materializes. Monthly permit holders from both 
the Park St. and Peabody St. Structures would be the first invited to purchase a parking 
permit in this lot. 

• The City is also in discussions with First United Methodist Church – 1669 W. Maple Rd., 
Ascension of Christ Lutheran Church – 16935 14 Mile Rd. (Beverly Hills),  a n d  Our 
Shepherd Lutheran Church – 2225 E. 14 Mile Rd. to potentially lease space in those lots. 
The City would offer the lots to a large employer for free if the employer could transport 
its employees to and from the lots. 

 
2. On-Street Parking Meters 
Police Commander Grewe reported: 

• The City purchased 1,277 CivicSmart meters in the 2016-2017 fiscal year. The meters 
can accept credit card, coin, and Parkmobile payments. 

• The following issues have occurred with the meters: 
o Software upgrades: meters needed to be upgraded almost immediately; 
o Low battery problems: quality issues with batteries and/or improperly charged 

batteries; 
o Internet connectivity issues caused by T-Mobile network bandwidth strength; 

and, 
o Sensors: non-operational because of all the above issues. 

• CivicSmart has been working with T-Mobile to fix the connectivity issues.  
• 180 meters now have upgraded connectivity as of January 2018, which includes 

Parkmobile updating the meters with payment information within moments of paying.  
• If the upgrades continue to work on the 180 meters, the program will be rolled out to 

the rest of the meters in the City.  
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Mayor Harris expressed concern that vehicles not be ticketed if they have paid on Parkmobile 
but have not had their payments registered on the meters.  
 
Police Commander Grewe told Mayor Harris that parking enforcement officers know to check for 
payments before issuing tickets regardless of how the meter reads during the connectivity 
issue. 
 
Police Commander Grewe told Commissioner Boutros that there are two ways for parking 
enforcement officers to know if a meter’s battery is dead: 

• The meter would not be able to flash “Expired”. 
• New meters send information to parking enforcement officials to report when meter 

batteries are low.  
A vehicle would not be ticketed if payment was not possible because of the meter. 
 
Police Commander Grewe confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that: 

• All the meters are getting new domes with magnification in order to increase the 
visibility of the meter information.  

• All the meters are outfitted with stickers on the front of them with the hours payment is 
required, the time limit on parking at the meter, and the cost. 

 
3. Downtown parking Structure Planning 
Planning Director Ecker reviewed the Plan for the N. Old Woodward Parking Deck and Bates 
Street extension: 

• This came out of the Birmingham 2016 Plan. 
• The City’s objective is to solicit development plans from qualified developers that will 

extend Bates Street from Willits to North Old Woodward and redevelop the remainder of 
the site by constructing a parking facility that provides a minimum of 1150 parking 
spaces to replace the 770 parking spaces currently on the N. Old Woodward / Bates 
Street site. 

• The City created both a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) and a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) in order to break the project into phases.  

• Three of the four pre-qualified development teams submitted proposals as of January 3, 
2018. The proposals are currently being reviewed internally. 

• The Ad Hoc Parking Development Committee (AHPDC) will be having a meeting on 
February 9, 2018 to decide which development team to bring in for an interview. A 
recommendation for a development team would subsequently be made to the 
Commission, with the goal of making a final decision by Spring 2018. 

• All the teams included extensive community involvement as part of their proposals, 
which would occur through the Summer and Fall of 2018, with the goal of having a final 
development plan being approved by the City Commission in January 2019.  

 
City Manager Valentine confirmed for Mayor Harris that the sale of public property would 
require the City to place the sale of property on the ballot for a vote after the Commission’s 
tentative approval of the development plan in 2019. 
 
VII. Fire Department 
Chesterfield Fire Station Construction 
Fire Chief Connaughton presented an overview of the construction project: 

• On April 3, 2017 the onsite start of demolition/construction began. 
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• Asbestos abatement has been completed. 
• The steel structure, scaffolding, and the bi-fold doors of the building is in place. 
• The doors are now 14’ by 14’ instead of 10’ by 10’, which allow safer ingress and egress 

of the Fire Department trucks from the station. 
• There will now be room for Tower #34 and storage of medical, firefighting, HazMat, 

technical rescue, self-contained rescue bottles and hose equipment will be able to be 
safely stored due to storage rooms built into the apparatus bay. 

 
VIII. Police Department   
Local Street Traffic Counts & Traffic Control Measures 
Police Commander Scott Grewe reported that the following three topics are priorities for the 
police department in the 2018-2019 fiscal year: 

• Local Street Traffic Counts & Traffic Control Measures. 
o A program began two years ago to start charting speeds on local streets. The 

purpose of this program was to identify problem streets for traffic speeds or 
volume and to create a database of information that the department could use 
when meeting with residents to discuss historical speed studies for their 
respective streets 

• Enhanced Community Policing Efforts. 
o The department is currently in the process of developing its first community 

resource officer, Ofc. Casey Pedersen. This officer will meet  with  community 
groups, special interest groups, homeowners associations, local businesses, 
individual citizens and school groups to discuss a wide variety of issues that 
include: building security, home security, personal safety, “stranger danger,” 
active shooter response and many other topics of interest. It is the hope that the 
officer will have completed her training by the middle of 2018. 

o A second program is one in which local churches, businesses or educational 
institutions concerned over active shooter incidents can contact the police 
department for an analysis of their emergency protocols, emergency response 
plans and hands-on training. 

• Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Training. 
o This program offers an academically challenging curriculum developed to 

enhance an officer’s ability to identify, evaluate and document suspected drug 
impairment. For 2018, Ofc. Yacoub Iseid was one of only 22 officers statewide to 
be selected for the DRE program. 

 
Police Commander Grewe told Mayor Pro Tem Bordman the police department would be happy 
to train the Commission as part of the citywide staff training. 
 
IX. Building Department 
A. Revised Builder’s Code of Conduct 
From Building Official Bruce Johnson’s report to City Manager Valentine on January 8, 2018: 

The Builders Code of Conduct was adopted by City Commission in 1999. This was in 
response to concerns expressed by residents that builders were not properly maintaining 
their construction sites. The document illustrates the City’s expectations of how builders 
and their subcontractors are to conduct themselves and maintain their construction sites 
while they are building in the City of Birmingham. The Building Department posts a 
Builders Code of Conduct sign at each building site that has construction fencing 
installed. The purpose of the sign is to remind builders and inform residents that the 
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contractors are to conduct themselves professionally and maintain the construction site 
in accordance with City rules and regulations. However, residents have expressed 
concerns that some builders and contractors appear to not take the sign seriously and 
suggest that updating the sign would help. In response to those concerns, we have 
revised the sign by tying the violations back to the City Code Sections to clarify that the 
City does have regulations applicable to construction sites. 
 
With the input of the residents, the revised Builders Code of Conduct sign clearly 
communicates the specific sections of the City Code for violations. Additionally, the 
Online Inspection Scheduling feature will streamline the scheduling process for both the 
public and staff alike. The building department values input and will continue to seek 
ways to improve efficiency while providing legendary customer service. 

 
B. Online Inspection Scheduling & Permitting  
From Building Official Bruce Johnson’s report to City Manager Valentine on January 8, 2018: 

The department also continues to push forward with technology improvements. On April 
1, 2018, we will go live with an Online Inspection Scheduling program. The initial go live 
date for this feature was delayed to allow the developer to make some enhancements to 
the program that we needed. That work is now complete and over the next few months 
we will be testing the updates, preparing our database, and finalizing promotional 
documents as we gear up to go live in the spring. 

 
Building Official Johnson told: 

• Commissioner DeWeese that the department can invest further resources in making 
sure that, if an inspector falls behind during the day, subsequent inspections are 
notified of the delay. 

• Commissioner Sherman that builders get a three-strike rule. After a few warnings, the 
builders receive a misdemeanor ticket and have to go into court. The possibility of 
making some of the violations into civil infractions is being explored, as it could help the 
City alleviate problems more quickly due to the ability to fine builders. 

• Mayor Harris that it would be a good idea to list fine amounts on the Builder’s Code of 
Conduct Sign, but due to the size of the sign the Building Department chose to hold off 
at this time.  

 
City Attorney Currier confirmed that making some of the violations into civil infractions may 
result in the City achieving more expedient resolutions to building violations. 
 
X. Library    
Library Director Doug Koschik introduced Frank Pisano and Melissa Mark, Library Board 
Members, and Assistant Library Director Rebekah Craft. 
 
Library Director Koschik presented the proposal for Phase 2 of Baldwin’s long‐range building 
vision, which would consist of an expansion and renovation of the Youth Room. 
 
XI. Birmingham Museum  
Museum Director Leslie Pielack introduced Tina Krizanic and Lori Eaton from the Museum Board. 
 
Museum Director Pielack presented the proposed master landscaping plan, bicentennial 
planning, and museum utilization for the Birmingham Historical Museum. 
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Museum Director Pielack told: 

• Commissioner Boutros that the landscape plan includes the building of a new sign for 
the Museum.  

• Commissioner Hoff that the Museum’s social media presence increases citizen 
awareness of the Museum’s offerings, and may increase attendance at the programs as 
well.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that: 
o The number of school tours decreased due to school closings. 
o The Museum is tracking program attendance. Museum Director Pielack said the 

Museum anticipates providing diverse offerings for the Museum is positive. If 
attendance to programs does not increase over the next couple of years, the 
type of programming will be re-evaluated.  

o Free programming sometimes does not have good returns.  
• Commissioner Hoff and Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that: 

o Reaching adults allows the Museum to reach children; and, 
o Some of the visits to the Museum are documented as general visits to the 

grounds, as opposed to attendance of special, structured programs.  
• Mayor Harris that the City’s bicentennial is being celebrated to mark the first land 

purchase in Birmingham, which happened in 1818. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman and Commissioner Hoff shared concern that there is not enough 
participation in youth programs at the Museum.  
 
Mayor Harris was encouraged by adult attendance having increased almost 300% and total 
visits to the Museum almost increasing by 400%. 
 
Lori Eaton told the Commission that she is excited to be part of the Birmingham Historical 
Museum’s Board.  
 
Commissioner Nickita said the bicentennial is a great opportunity to highlight the history of 
Birmingham, and that other parts of the Birmingham community, such as the Chamber, the 
BSD, or the larger business community could collaborate with the Museum on the celebration. 
 
Commissioner DeWeese agreed with Commissioner Nickita. 
 
XII.  Adult Services Long Term Planning 
City Manager Valentine presented the Joint Senior Services Committee’s findings, which 
included short- and long-term strategies for adult services in Beverly Hills, Birmingham, 
Bingham Farms, Franklin and Southfield. From his January 5, 2018 report: 

• The short term recommendations were to expand services and municipal budget 
requests in order to accommodate the increasing demands with increased hours and 
programming. This was achieved with increased municipal contributions, which began in 
2014. 

• The longer term recommendations were related to facility improvements and/or 
expansion/replacement. 

• Recreating the Joint Senior Service Committee (JSSC) comprised of representatives from 
the current member communities and revisiting long term strategies including, but not 
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limited to, service structure, partnerships, funding models, program needs and related 
service demands based on population trends is recommended. 

• Preliminary conversations with city managers from the other communities involved 
indicated interest in recreation of the JSSC.  

 
City Manager Valentine explained to: 

• Commissioner Hoff that NEXT is the city’s contractor for adult services because 
Birmingham does not provide any adult services in its own capacity. 

• Mayor Pro Tem Bordman that providing services to adult citizens is at the City’s 
discretion. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bordman stated that: 

• NEXT’s programming has both increased and improved, which has led to the facility 
being too small to accommodate program attendance.  

• Finding a new building for NEXT’s programs will involve costs in the future that the City 
does not currently incur. As a result, Mayor Pro Tem Bordman is in favor of reconvening 
the JSSC to collaboratively find a solution to the issue. 

 
Gordon Rinschler thanked City Manager Valentine for organizing the other communities and said 
NEXT is enthusiastic about the upcoming discussions. 
 
Cris Braun, Executive Director of NEXT, thanked the City Commission and staff for the work 
they are doing with NEXT. Ms. Braun continued: 

• Creative scheduling allows programming to occur at this time, but the facilities will be 
maxed out if another 500 people attend programs.  

• NEXT’s services are important to the community, and should remain one of the City’s 
priorities.  

 
Greg Burry, NEXT President, thanked City Staff and Commission for their consideration of NEXT. 
Mr. Burry noted: 

• He was the chairman of the JSSC when it began.  
• NEXT is currently constrained, and the JSSC needs to be re-opened up. 
• Municipalities should meet the needs of their senior population.  

 
IV.      PUBLIC COMMENT 

Commissioner Hoff stated that requests for funding over the course of the day totaled millions 
of dollars, and asked City Manager Valentine how decisions on funding are made. 
 
City Manager Valentine replied that long range planning provides the Commission, staff and 
citizens with an overview of all the considerations. The budget meeting in April then allows the 
Commission to put the City’s funding priorities in order.  
 

V. ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
J. Cherilynn Mynsberge 
City Clerk 
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01/24/2018

02/12/2018

500.0040TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT008340*255662

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255663

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255664

318,556.7248TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255665

464.78A&E HOMES LLCMISC255666

585.97ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284255667

200.00ALLIED SIGNS INCMISC255669

775.00AMERICAN MIDWEST PAINTING INC001206255670

1,917.92AMERICAN TRADE MARK CO.008630*255671

125.00AMICI PET SERVICES, INC007440255672

3,491.35APOLLO FIRE-APPRATUS REPAIR008667255673

438.80ARTECH PRINTING INC000500*255674

54.05AT&T006759*255675

108.76AT&T006759*255676

157.33AT&T006759*255677

105.00B-DRY SYSTEM OF MICHIGAN INC.MISC255678

72.00MOLLY BERGER008665*255679

60.00DIANE BERT008659*255680

100.93BEVERLY HILLS ACE007345255681

144.00LISA MARIE BRADLEY003282*255682

109.14BULLSEYE TELECOM INC006177*255683

400.00BUSINESS CARD005289*255684

150.00BWMS TRAINING008658*255685

3,052.45C.S. MCKEE LP006257255686

200.00CABINET CREATIONSMISC255687

145.00CANFIELD EQUIPMENT SERVICE INC.007875255688

42,000.00CINIUM FINANCIAL SERVICES, CORP008003255690

148.00COMCAST007625*255691

16,525.11COMERICA BANK000979255692

100.00CUSTOM SIGN & AWNING INCMISC255693

300.00DAVID SCOTT KELLETTMISC255694

373.75DELTA TEMP INC000956255695

15.66DELWOOD SUPPLY000177*255696

158.00DETROIT JEWISH NEWS008191255697

124.25DINGES FIRE COMPANY008641255698

95.00RONALD L. DIX007498255699

50.00DONALD A BOSCO BUILDING INCMISC255700

37.16DOWNRIVER REFRIGERATION000190255701

1,377.60DOYLE, DAVIDMISC255702

9,203.28DTE ENERGY000180*255703

56.35DUNCAN PARKING TECH INC001077255704

440.16EASTMAN FIRE PROTECTION INC001063255705

173.22ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC000493255706

4B
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480.27 EJ USA, INC.000196255707

350.77 EZELL SUPPLY CORPORATION000207255708

50.00 FARRAH AHMENMISC255709

11,900.00 FEDERAL RESOURCES008663*255710

15,399.26 FIERA CAPITAL INC008161255711

82.78 FIRST ADVANTAGE OCCUPATIONAL007366255712

100.00 FORTHOFFER, DANIELMISC255713

176.42 GORDON FOOD004604*255714

500.00 GREGORY GERARD AERTSMISC255715

1,040.00 GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531255717

500.00 HANSONS ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP LLCMISC255718

100.00 HARTFORD ROOFING & WARRANTY CO LLCMISC255719

60.50 HAYES PRECISION INC001672255720

2,614.78 HM HOMES LLCMISC255721

200.00 HOME DIMENSIONSMISC255723

336.00 HUBBELL ROTH & CLARK INC000331255724

1,000.00 JADE STRATEGIES008612255725

100.00 JAMES CAMERONMISC255726

339.63 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458255727

134.50 HAILEY R KASPER007827*255728

100.00 KENETH JOSEPH LAMONTAGNEMISC255729

2,250.00 KLM SCAPE & SNOW LLC006370*255730

1,488.00 KROPF MECHANICAL SERVICE COMPANY005876255731

19,409.59 LAZARD ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC002635255732

500.00 LOCKWOOD BUILDING COMPANYMISC255733

300.00 MAS TEC NETWORK SOLUTIONSMISC255734

53,906.50 MCKENNA ASSOCIATES INC000888255735

200.00 METRO DETROIT SIGNS INCMISC255736

135.00 MICHIGAN CHRONICLE003767255737

41.40 MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL LEAGUE000377255738

2,583.20 MICHIGAN POLICE EQUIP.003099255740

795.00 MICHIGAN.COM008126*255741

200.00 MILLENNIUM-THE INSIDE SOLUTINMISC255742

684.25 MOBILE HEALTH RESOURCES007163255743

750.00 MONSTER WORLDWIDE INC007773255744

500.00 MORGAN-HELLER ASSOCIATES INC.MISC255745

545.00 NATIONAL TIME & SIGNAL CORP000668255746

100.00 NAVAROLI'S QUALITY FAST CONSTRMISC255747

829.56 NELSON BROS SWR & PLBG SVC INCMISC255748

180.00 NELSON BROTHERS SEWER001194255749

1,247.19 NETWORK SERVICES COMPANY007755255750

535.54 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359255751

127.50 OAK ELECTRIC SERVICE INCMISC255752
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178,021.75 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*255753

108.00 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370255754

1,000.00 PATRICK LANNENMISC255755

200.00 PHILLIPS SIGN & LIGHTING INCMISC255756

98.96 PETE REALY008404*255757

149.99 RED WING SHOES005379255758

100.00 RENOVATIONS ROOFING & REMODELIMISC255759

106.95 RESCUE SOURCE007783255760

9,639.00 RKA PETROLEUM003554*255761

2,210.00 RNA OF ANN ARBOR INC006497255762

1,731.45 ROAD COMM FOR OAKLAND CO000478*255763

100.00 SACHSE CONSTRUCTIONMISC255764

11,261.00 SEIZERT CAPITAL PARTNERS008602255765

200.00 SIGNS-N-DESIGNS, INCMISC255766

71,361.00 SOCRRA000254*255767

84.00 ALEXA SOLOMON008569*255768

80.16 SOMERSET BUICK GMC INC000256255769

100.00 SOULLIERE DECORATIVE STONE INCMISC255770

3,480.00 SP+ CORPORATION007907255771

797.00 SUCCESS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.005863255772

100.00 THD AT HOME SERVICES INCMISC255773

1,000.00 THORNTON & GROOMS INC.MISC255774

3,150.00 TODD WENZEL BUICK GMC008585255775

28,084.00 TODD WENZEL BUICK GMC008585255776

28,084.00 TODD WENZEL BUICK GMC008585255777

200.00 TOWER CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC255778

300.00 TRADEMARK CONSTRUCTION SERVICESMISC255779

200.00 TROWBRIDGE RESTORATION, INCMISC255780

400.00 TYCO INTEGRATED SECURITY LLC000155255781

80.00 VARSITY SHOP000931255782

50.67 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255783

138.21 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255784

76.02 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255785

194.43 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255786

381.47 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255787

317.50 VIGILANTE SECURITY INC000969255788

557.93 VILLAGE CONEY004334*255789

500.00 WALLSIDE INCMISC255790

10.00 WALTER GEORGE SCHWARTZ &MISC255791

500.00 WEATHERGARD WINDOWS CO INCMISC255792

770.98 KIM WICKENHEISER008646*255793

680.00 WILKINSON CORPORATION006897255794

430.00 BRENDA WILLHITE007894*255795
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169.39 WINDER POLICE EQUIPMENT001438255796

500.00 WINDOW PRO HOLDINGS LLCMISC255797

691.00 WINDSTREAM005794*255798

359.50 WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS004512255799

47.00 LOGAN WONFOR008387*255800

525.00 LAUREN WOOD003890*255801

75.76 XEROX CORPORATION008391255802

30.00 ZACHARY TODD SKLARMISC255805

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$981,621.06Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $875,596.50

$106,024.56
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2/12/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 1/22/2018 106,024.56
TOTAL 106,024.56

                              City of Birmingham
1/24/2018
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01/31/2018

02/12/2018

788.003RD CIRCUIT COURT000113*255806

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255807

200.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255808

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255809

17.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255810

70.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255811

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255812

100.00A S I IMPROVEMENT COMISC255813

24.00KATHI ABELA008226*255814

454.48AETNA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH LLC007266255815

100.00AMERICAN PAVING DESIGNMISC255816

221.48APOLLO FIRE-APPRATUS REPAIR008667255817

100.00ARNOLD ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION INCMISC255818

100.00ASPHALT SPECIALIST INCMISC255819

108.79AT&T006759*255820

157.46AT&T006759*255821

144.80AT&T006759*255822

9,462.78AUTOMATED BENEFIT SVCS INC004027255824

100.00BARANOWSKI, THOMASMISC255828

16.95BATTERIES PLUS003012255829

46.39BLOOMFIELD TWP FIRE DEPT002982255830

15,000.00BOGUTH, MICHAELMISC255831

750.00BS&A SOFTWARE, INC006520255832

100.00C & C CUSTOM BUILDERS, LTDMISC255833

100.00C & L WARD BROS COMISC255834

90.00C W FORD HTG CLG & REFRIGMISC255835

500.00CAMELOT BUILDING & DEVELMISC255836

295.00CANFIELD EQUIPMENT SERVICE INC.007875255837

244.36CDW GOVERNMENT INC000444*255838

203.13CHANNING BETE COMPANY, INC007922255839

200.00CHARLESTONMISC255840

89.69CINTAS CORPORATION000605255841

1,383.63CLEAR RATE COMMUNICATIONS, INC008006*255842

104.00COFFEE BREAK SERVICE, INC.004188255843

1,413.00COFINITY004026255844

421.75COMCAST007625*255845

13,844.32CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*255846

1,227.08CORE & MAIN LP008582255847

2,232.95CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255848

3,728.65CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255849

2,320.36CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255850

1,394.89CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255851

835.14CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255852

4C
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28.33CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255853

678.77CORELOGIC TAX SERVICE005108*255854

100.00CRANBROOK PAVEMENT CORP.MISC255855

200.00DENNY'S HTG CLG & REFRIG SERV INCMISC255856

146.70DENTEMAX, LLC006907255857

100.00DOUGLAS AND ROSELLA KRUEGERMISC255858

10,642.49DTE ENERGY000179*255859

82.04ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC000493255860

3,185.00ETNA SUPPLY001495255861

121.74EZELL SUPPLY CORPORATION000207255862

150.00CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS008034255863

118.51FEDEX000936*255864

102.51FEDEX OFFICE004514*255865

6,487.14FLEIS AND VANDENBRINK ENG. INC007314255866

100.00FOREMAN CONTSRUCTION LLCMISC255867

25.00FRANCIS RODRIGUEZMISC255868

217.88GRAINGER000243255869

131.45GREAT LAKES POPCORN CO000245255870

200.00GREAT OAKS LANDSCAPEMISC255871

255.00GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531255872

100.00HARTFORD ROOFING & SIDING CO.MISC255873

788.45HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES001956*255874

20,283.14HUBBELL ROTH & CLARK INC000331255875

500.00THE HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK008608*255876

91.92IDEAS FOR YOU006403255877

129.00INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL INC003888255878

807.50J & B MEDICAL SUPPLY002407255879

48,182.94J.H. HART URBAN FORESTRY000261255880

25.00JASON CANVASSERMISC255881

140.00JAX KAR WASH002576*255882

59.80JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458255883

565.00JOHN R. SPRING & TIRE CENTER INC.000347255884

100.00JOSEPH F CUCHETTIMISC255885

125.00KASTLER CONSTRUCTION  INCMISC255886

500.00KEN KOJAIAN HOMES INCMISC255887

1,586.25KONE INC004085255888

27.90KROGER COMPANY000362255889

2,000.00L & P CUSTOM BUILDERS LLCMISC255890

290.00L3 TECHNOLOGIES, INC.005327*255891

448.30LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550255892

6,349.36LERETAMISC*255893

1,000.00LEVINE & SONS INCMISC255894

243.23LIGHTING SUPPLY COMPANY000287255895



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

01/31/2018

02/12/2018

595.62 LISA BASTIANMISC*255896

637.50 MD SOLUTIONS, INC008479255898

200.00 MERRILLWOOD BUILDING LLCMISC255899

234.68 METAL MART U.S.A.008207255900

300.00 MG CONSTRUCTION PROS LLCMISC255901

607.50 MGIA004663*255902

380.10 MICHIGAN.COM008126*255903

724.70 MIKE SAVOIE CHEVROLET INC000230255904

200.00 MILLS SIDING & ROOFINGMISC255905

200.00 MORGAN-HELLER ASSOCIATES INC.MISC255906

100.00 MOSHER & ASSOCIATES LANDSCAPE DESIGMISC255907

555.00 MPARKS008160255908

200.00 MR. ROOF HOLDING CO., LLCMISC255909

100.00 MT CLEMENS GLASSMISC255910

4.50 MULTI-PLAN008211255911

5,130.00 NAGY DEVLIN LAND DESIGN008437255912

54.00 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359255913

255.60 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*255914

175.00 OCAAO001484*255915

620.83 PAMELA B HURTMISC*255916

770.92 PHYSIO-CONTROL CORP.001277255917

100.00 PURE SKN LLCMISC255918

29.85 RAIN MASTER CONTROL SYSTEMS008342*255919

94.00 ROCKET ENTERPRISE INC002759255920

1,000.00 ROOTER MD PLBG LLCMISC255921

71.00 ROSE PEST SOLUTIONS001181255922

75.75 ROYAL OAK P.D.Q. LLC000218255923

300.00 RYAN CONSTRUCTION INCMISC255924

500.00 S & J ASPHALT PAVING CO.MISC255925

900.00 SCACCIA BUILDING COMPANYMISC255926

114.44 SHRED-IT USA004202*255927

61,960.00 SOCRRA000254*255928

368.71 SOMERSET BUICK GMC INC000256255929

100.00 THE SIGN STUDIOMISC255930

200.00 TREVOR CHRISTIAN LAUGHMANMISC255931

405.50 TRUCK & TRAILER SPECIALTIES INC004887255932

100.00 TUFF SHED INCMISC255933

144.06 ULINE005806255934

100.00 UNITED HOME SERVICESMISC255935

100.00 VANCE, JOSEPH MMISC255936

841.02 VERIZON WIRELESS000158*255937

83.25 VESCO OIL CORPORATION000298255938

100.00 VICTORS HOME IMPROVEMENT LLCMISC255939



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

01/31/2018

02/12/2018

200.00 WECHSLER CONSTRUCTION LLCMISC255940

371.00 PAUL WELLS000301*255941

10,639.12 WESTWOOD TRUST007374255942

1,552.53 WHITLOCK BUSINESS SYSTEMS, INC.007278255943

500.00 WHITTIER BUILDING CO LLCMISC255944

901.23 WM. CROOK FIRE PROTECTION CO.002088255945

1,643.00 WOLVERINE CONTRACTORS INC000306*255946

7.81 XEROX CORPORATION008391255947

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$1,557,619.15Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $261,953.65

$1,295,665.50



Page 1

2/12/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 1/29/2018 102,473.66
Birmingham Schools 1/29/2018 901,050.11
Oakland County Treasurer 1/29/2018 287,666.26
Cutwater Asset Management-December ** 4,475.47

TOTAL 1,295,665.50

                              City of Birmingham
ACH Warrant List Dated 1/31/2018

**Awaiting approval from Commission. 
Cutwater Asset Management provides advisory and reporting services for the City's 
general investments.  It was acquired by Bank of New York Mellon, N.A. in January 
2015.  As a result of the acquisition, they no longer accept checks as payment for 
services.  Once the Commission approves this warrant list, the City will electronically 
transmit payment.  These invoices will  appear once a month on the ACH Warrant 
List. 



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

02/07/2018

02/12/2018

15,000.00220 RESTAURANT HOSPITALITYMISC255948

200.004 TECH SIGNSMISC255949

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255950

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255951

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255952

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255953

100.0048TH DISTRICT COURT000855*255954

278.46ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284255955

24.99ABEL ELECTRONICS INC002284*255955

78.00KATHI ABELA008226*255956

4,999.00ABT INC008621*255958

525.45ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC.002909255959

100.00AFFORDABLE DRY BASEMENT COMPANYMISC255960

58.92AIRGAS USA, LLC003708255961

120.00ALL PHASE LOCK AND SAFE008015255962

100.00ALLEN JAMES O'NEILMISC255963

1,500.00ANDERSON ECKSTEIN WESTRICK INC000167255964

92.00APCO INTERNATIONAL INC001394255965

100.00ARPINO BUILDERS INCMISC255966

250.00ARTISAN BUILDERS LLCMISC255969

89.82AT&T007216*255970

100.00AVEDIAN DEVELOPMENTMISC255971

100.00BACKER LANDSCAPINGMISC255972

144.00BATTERIES PLUS003012255973

600.00BELL FORKLIFT INC008670*255975

889.20BIRDIE IMAGING SUPPLIES, INC008503*255976

19,388.25BIRMINGHAM JEWISH CONNECTIONMISC*255977

129.51BOUND TREE MEDICAL, LLC003526255979

100.00BRIXNSTONE LLCMISC255980

100.00CARA ASPHALT SERVIES LTDMISC255985

100.00CAREY LANDSCAPEMISC255986

1,000.00CARL A PETERSENMISC255987

59.97CARRIER & GABLE INC000595255988

727.36CDW GOVERNMENT INC000444*255989

200.00CENTERLINE COMMUNICATIONS LLCMISC255990

562.50CERTIFIED LABORATORIES008540*255991

210.00CHEMCO PRODUCTS INC000603255993

152.21CINTAS CORPORATION000605255994

100.00CITI ROOFING COMISC255995

116.00COFFEE BREAK SERVICE, INC.004188*255996

70.81COMCAST007625*255997

200.00COMMUNITY HOUSEMISC255999

212.33CONSUMERS ENERGY000627*256001

4D



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

02/07/2018

02/12/2018

144.00 CONTRACTORS CONNECTION INC001367256002

1,188.20 CRAIG HENTGEN &MISC*256003

100.00 D & S CONTRACTORSMISC256004

2,500.00 DAN LYNCHMISC256005

100.00 DANIEL J HAGEDONMISC256006

210.12 DE LAGE LANDEN FINANCIAL SVCS INC008005256007

75.98 DELWOOD SUPPLY000177256008

60.34 DETROIT CHEMICAL & PAPER SUPPLY007359256009

234.00 CURTIS DAVID DICHO007980*256010

15,482.80 DTE ENERGY000179*256011

287.38 ELDER FORD004671256012

678.64 EQUATURE000995256013

38.00 ERADICO PEST SERVICES008308256014

100.00 ESSCO DEVELOPMENTMISC256015

200.00 FAST SIGNS OF BIRMINGHAMMISC256016

42.00 GREGORY FOLEY008154*256017

200.00 GARDNER SIGNS INCMISC256019

2,500.00 GGA SERVICES LLCMISC256020

254.86 GORDON FOOD004604*256021

169.00 GREAT LAKES PORTABLE STORAGE LLC008382256022

2,382.81 GREAT LAKES POWER AND LIGHTING, INC004959256023

16.50 BRYAN GRILL007723256025

100.00 GROSSMAN, DONNAMISC256026

255.00 GUNNERS METER & PARTS INC001531256027

51.56 JOELLEN HAINES008002*256028

500.00 HANSONS ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP LLCMISC256029

100.00 HARRIS CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING LLMISC256030

61.00 HAYES PRECISION INC001672256031

500.00 HOME DEPOT USA INCMISC256032

100.00 ITEC ENTERPRISES LLCMISC256034

1,000.00 J & J EXCAVATING LTDMISC256035

150.00 J SIMON & SONS ELECTRICALMISC256036

100.00 JKM ROOFING COMPANYMISC256037

113.70 JOE'S AUTO PARTS, INC.003458256038

130.00 HAILEY R KASPER007827*256039

546.00 DEBORAH KLEIN007828*256040

489.22 KNAPHEIDE TRUCK EQUIPMENT000353*256041

1,980.00 JILL KOLAITIS000352*256042

251.63 KONE INC004085256043

100.00 LA-LA LASHESMISC256044

536.25 LEARN TO SKATE USA008188256045

386.81 LEE & ASSOCIATES CO., INC.005550256046

1,250.00 LEVINE & SONS INCMISC256047



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

02/07/2018

02/12/2018

293.74 MARK LANDSCHULTZMISC*256049

21,240.00 MCNULTY ELECTRIC, INC008557256050

301.52 METAL MART U.S.A.008207256051

100.00 METRO CONSTRUCTION COMISC256052

100.00 MICHAEL PAUL KAMIEMISC256054

300.00 MICHAEL W MORSS ROOFING COMISC256055

200.00 MICHIGAN ACADEMY OF EMER SERVICES007984256056

280.70 MICHIGAN INDEPENDENT DOOR CO.007765256058

51,528.00 MML WORKERS' COMP FUND000649256059

1,000.00 MOSHER DOLAN, INC.MISC256060

287.00 MTA005633*256061

180.00 NELSON BROTHERS SEWER001194256062

405.12 NETWORK SERVICES COMPANY007755256063

449.05 NORMAN SHINKLEMISC*256065

693.57 NYE UNIFORM COMPANY006359256066

369,328.22 OAKLAND COUNTY000477*256067

69.00 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS004370256068

1,954.48 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481*256069

614.20 OFFICE DEPOT INC000481*256070

12,024.85 PAVEX COROPORATION AND008672*256071

77.64 PAVEX CORPORATION007383*256072

806.44 PEPSI COLA001753*256073

100.00 PHOENICIA LLCMISC256074

8,275.00 PLANTE & MORAN PLLC000486256075

100.00 POELSTRA, JOSHUAMISC256076

1,000.00 POLLY ANN GUMINAMISC256077

900.00 PRM CUSTOM BUILDERS LLCMISC256078

197.92 PETE REALY008404*256079

100.00 Rejuvenate, IncMISC256080

5.42 RICHARD FROSTMISC*256082

1,213.25 RONALD B ELLMANMISC*256083

600.00 ROOTER MD PLBG LLCMISC256084

115.60 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS COMPANY007142256085

100.00 SIGNATURE AWNINGMISC256086

200.00 SIGNS & MOREMISC256087

100.00 SINGLE PLY INTERNATIONAL OF MIMISC256088

2,500.00 SOLDIER BUILDING LLCMISC256089

100.00 SOULLIERE DECORATIVE STONE INCMISC256090

131.10 SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO. INC005787256091

3,000.00 STATE OF MICHIGAN001005256093

1,137.70 SUNTEL SERVICES005238256095

234.31 SUPERFLEET MASTERCARD PROGRAM008507*256096

100.00 T-MOBILE CENTRAL LLCMISC256097



Meeting of

Warrant List Dated
City of Birmingham

       AmountVendorVendor #Early ReleaseCheck Number

02/07/2018

02/12/2018

60.00 TEK PLBG LLCMISC256099

100.00 THOMAS EDWARD TRESNAKMISC256100

1,000.00 THORNTON & GROOMS INC.MISC256101

7,653.48 TORTOISE CREDIT STRATEGIES, LLC008159256103

714.83 TOTAL ARMORED CAR SERVICE, INC.002037256104

258.00 TYCO INTEGRATED SECURITY LLC000155256105

208.20 UTEC007706256106

100.00 VINCENT JAMES KRAUSMISC256109

2,000.00 WALLSIDE INCMISC256110

1,000.00 WALLSIDE WINDOWMISC256111

578.24 WEINGARTZ SUPPLY000299256112

5,502.90 WEISSMAN'S COSTUMES002171*256113

510.00 BRENDA WILLHITE007894*256114

500.00 WINDOW PRO HOLDINGS LLCMISC256115

100.00 WINEMAN & KOMERMISC256116

730.50 WM. CROOK FIRE PROTECTION CO.002088256118

88.04 WOLVERINE005112256119

150.15 XEROX CORPORATION008391256122

500.00 ZAID ELIAMISC256123

*-Indicates checks released in advance and prior to commission approval in order to avoid penalty
or to meet contractual agreement/obligation.

Mark Gerber
Finance Director/ Treasurer

$627,692.97Grand Total:

Sub Total ACH:

All bills, invoices and other evidences of claim have been audited and approved for payment.

Sub Total Checks: $589,142.75

$38,550.22
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2/12/2018

Vendor Name
Transfer 

 Date
Transfer
 Amount

Automated Benefit Services, Inc. 2/5/2018 38,550.22
TOTAL 38,550.22

                              City of Birmingham
2/7/2018



MEMORANDUM
Planning Division

DATE: February 5, 2018

TO:   Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager

FROM: Matthew Baka, Senior Planner  

APPROVED: Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director

Re: Set Public Hearing for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site Plan for 
191 N. Chester

The subject property at 191 N. Chester is located in the TZ2 Transition Zone district.  The TZ2 
lists office use over 3,000 sq. ft. as a permitted use requiring a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP).
The applicant is proposing to renovate the existing building for office over 3,000 sq. ft.

he applicant submitted 
an application for a SLUP to the Planning Department  appeared before the Planning 
Board on January 24, 201 and received a recommendation for approval with the following 
conditions:

1. Add an additional street tree along Willits;
2. Replace proposed Sweet Gum trees with species acceptable to the Department

of Public Services and provide irrigation for the trees;
3. Show placement and measurement of one (1) off-street loading space  or

obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals;
4. The applicant will need to submit revised plans showing a railing made of

metal, wood, cast concrete, or stone, or obtain a variance from the Board of
Zoning Appeals; and

5. Applicant add bike racks to the site subject to administrative approval.

The Planning Division requests that the City Commission set a public hearing date for March 
12, 2018 to consider an application for a Special Land Use Permit (“SLUP”) and Final Site Plan 
for 191 N. Chester.

SUGGESTED ACTION:

To set a public hearing date for March 12, 2018 to consider an application for a Special Land
Use Permit and Final Site Plan for 191 N. Chester.

1 



191 N. Chester
SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT ADMENDMENT

2018

WHEREAS, 191 N. Chester filed an application pursuant to Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 
126, Zoning, of the City Code to establish an office use over 3,000 sq. ft. in the 
TZ2 zone district in accordance Article 2, Section 2.37 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of 
the City Code;  

WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located on the west
side of Chester, south of Willits;

WHEREAS, The land is zoned TZ2, and is located within the Downtown Birmingham Overlay 
District;

WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning requires a Special Land Use Permit 
to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after 
receiving recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board 
for the proposed Special Land Use;

WHEREAS, The applicant submitted an application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final 
Site Plan for 191 N. Chester;

WHEREAS, The Planning Board on January 24, 2018 reviewed the application for a Special 
Land Use Permit Amendment and recommended approval of the application with 
the following conditions:

1. Add an additional street tree along Willits;
2. Replace proposed Sweet Gum trees with species acceptable to the Department 

of Public Services and provide irrigation for the trees;
3. Show placement and measurement of one (1) off-street loading space or obtain 

a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals;
4. The applicant will need to submit revised plans showing a railing made of 

metal, wood, cast concrete, or stone, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals; and

5. Applicant add bike racks to the site subject to administrative approval.

WHEREAS, The applicant has agreed to comply with the conditions of approval 
recommended by the Planning Board;

WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the Special Land Use Permit 
application for 191 N. Chester and the standards for such review as set forth in 
Article 7, section 7.36 of Chapter 126, Zoning, of the City Code; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards 
imposed under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below, and 
that the 191 N. Chester application for a Special Land Use Permit and Final Site 
Plan at 191 N. Chester is hereby approved;

2 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   That the City Commission determines that to assure continued 
compliance with Code standards and to protect public health, safety, and welfare, 
this Special Land Use Permit is granted subject to the following conditions:

1. 191 N. Chester shall abide by all provisions of the Birmingham City Code;  
and

2. The Special Land Use Permit may be canceled by the City Commission 
upon finding that the continued use is not in the public interest.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall result in 
termination of the Special Land Use Permit. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, 191 N. Chester and its heirs, 
successors, and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of Birmingham 
in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of 191 N. Chester to comply with all the ordinances 
of the City may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit. 

MAY IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that 191 N. Chester is recommended for the establishment of 
an office use over 3,000 sq. ft., subject to final inspection.

I, Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City Commission 
at its regular meeting held on March 12, 2018.

___________________________
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   January 18th, 2018 
 
TO:   Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
FROM:  Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Intern 
 
SUBJECT:  191 N. Chester – The Jeffrey  
  Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Review 
 
 
The 0.40 acre subject site, 191 N. Chester, is located at the corner of Chester and Willits on the 
outer edge of Downtown Birmingham. The Planning Board recommended approval to the City 
Commission for a rezoning from TZ1 to TZ2 on September 13th, 2017 to allow the former 
Church of Christ Scientist building to become an office space. On October 16th, 2017, the City 
Commission approved the request for a rezoning to TZ-2. The transformed office building is 
proposed to contain 16,493 sq. ft. of office space. The Zoning Ordinance limits tenants of an 
office building to 3,000 sq. ft. per tenant in the TZ-2 district. The proposed floor plans for the 
renovated office building show three tenant lease spaces, all of which will be over the permitted 
3,000 sq. ft. (5,404 sq. ft., 7,278.2 sq. ft. & 3,810.85 sq. ft.). Thus, the applicant is seeking a 
Special Land Use Permit to allow for three office tenants to each exceed 3,000 sq. ft. in area. 
 
A highlight of the proposed transformation of the former church use to an office use is the 
proposed 1,355 sq. ft. addition to the front of the building. Along with the design of an 
overhead garage door off of Willits, a new roof, new windows, and new paint, the addition will 
create an entirely new look for the building.  The proposed addition will bring the gross floor 
area to 26,105 sq. ft. (figure includes the 10,011 sq. ft. lower level and the 2,493 sq. ft. indoor 
garage).  
 
All relevant meeting minutes are attached for your review. 
 

1.0 Land Use and Zoning 
 

1.1 Existing Land Use – The existing land use is a vacant Church. 
 

1.2 Zoning – The parcel is zoned TZ-2 (Transitional Zoning 2) and C 
(Community) in the Downtown overlay. 

 
1.3 Summary of Adjacent Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes 

existing land use and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject 
site, including the proposed 2016 Regulating Plan zones. 

 
 

 
 



 North South East 
 

West 
 

Existing 
Land Use Residential Commercial Commercial Residential 

Existing 
Zoning 
District 

R2, Single-
Family 

Residential 
TZ-3, Transitional 

Zone-3 
B-4, Business-

Residential 
R2, Single- 

Family 
Residential 

Downtown 
Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

N/A D4 D4 N/A 

 
2.0 Setback and Height Requirements 

 
Please see the attached zoning compliance summary sheet for details on setback 
and height requirements for the proposed development. 
 

3.0 Screening and Landscaping 
 
3.1 Dumpster Screening – The applicant indicated that there will be a designated 

area for trash collection inside the building underneath the stairs located in 
the garage area. Therefore, the trash area will be fully screened by the 
building. 
 

3.2 Parking Lot Screening – The subject site is located in the Parking Assessment 
District and thus no parking is required on site. However, the applicant is 
proposing an 8-space garage with access off of Willits. Thus, the parking will 
be fully screened within the building. All proposed parking spaces are 180 sq. 
ft. 

 
The applicant also noted three existing outdoor spaces that are located at the 
northwest corner of the property in the application. The submitted site plans 
show these three existing outdoor spaces, and the applicant indicated that 
they will be screened on either side with a five foot concrete masonry split 
face retaining wall which will match the building. As the site currently stands, 
the spaces are set below grade with a stone retaining wall and landscaping.  
As these parking spaces directly abut the street for primary access, there is 
no screen wall screening the view of the parking spaces from Willits.  
However, these are existing, non-conforming parking spaces for screening.  
 

3.3 Mechanical Equipment Screening – The applicant has indicated that the 
building will utilize the existing rooftop mechanical units that are already 
screened by the parapet of the building. The applicant has also noted that 
there may be additional mechanical equipment placed on the inside of the 
building. Therefore, all mechanical equipment will be fully screened. 



 
3.4 Landscaping – The applicant has submitted a landscape plan for the 

proposed development detailing the size, type, and placement of plants 
across the site. All of the proposed plantings are permitted and are described 
in the table below: 
 

 
 
Article 4, Section 4.20 of the Zoning Ordinance requires deciduous trees to 
be a minimum of 3 inches in caliper. The proposed trees meet this 
requirement. The applicant is not required to provide parking lot landscaping, 
as the three existing parking spaces are less than 7,500 sq. ft. in area.   
 

3.5 Streetscape – The submitted site plans show 3 street trees along N. Chester, 
and 4 street trees along Willits.  However, based on Article 4, Section 4.20 of 
the Zoning Ordinance which requires one street tree per 40 ft. of frontage, 
the applicant is required to have 2 streets along N. Chester and 5 street trees 
along Willits. Thus, the applicant must add an additional tree along 
Willits Street, or obtain a waiver from the Staff Arborist. 

 
The applicant is proposing substantial changes to the streetscape along 
Willits to greatly enhance pedestrian circulation.  The existing sidewalk along 
Willits includes several steps due to the grade.  The applicant intends to 
regrade the northern edge of the property and right-of-way to construct a 
new sidewalk with appropriate slopes and landings to permit the removal of 
the stairs at the corner of Willits and N. Chester and replace them with a new 
ADA ramp and pad. This will create a more walkable street in front of the 
proposed development. 

 
The applicant has not proposed any bike racks, trash receptacles, or 
benches. The Planning Board may wish to require any or all of the 
above to be added to the streetscape.  

 
4.0 Parking, Loading and Circulation 

 
4.1 Parking – The proposed office building does not require on-site parking, as it 

is located within the Parking Assessment District. However, the submitted site 
plans show eight parking spaces within a garage proposed in the lower level. 
The applicant is also proposing to retain the three existing outdoor spaces 

 Botanical/Common Name Size Quantity 
Trees Liquidambar styraciflua/ Emerald Sentinel Sweet Gum 3” CAL 3 

 Tilia cordata/ Chancellor Linden 3” CAL 4 
Shrubs Thuja accidentalis/ Niagra – Dark Green Arborvitae 8’ HT 6 

Groundcovers/Perennials Calamagrostis/ Karl Forester Feather Reed Grass 3 GAL 8 
 Hemerocalis/ Happy Returns Daylily 2 GAL 44 
 Sesleria autumnalis/ Autumn Moor Grass 2 GAL 55 



located at the north-west corner of the property with an ADA space available. 
The proposed parking spaces all measure the appropriate 180 sq. ft. in area. 
 

4.2 Loading – Article 4, Section 4.24 of the Zoning Ordinance requires office uses 
in between 10,001 and 50,000 sq. ft. in size to provide one off-street loading 
space. The proposed development contains 16,493 sq. ft. of office space, 
thus is required to provide one off street loading space. The applicant has 
not proposed an off street loading space. Therefore, the applicant must 
submit revised plans showing the placement and measurements of 
one off street loading space, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals.  
 

4.3 Vehicular Circulation and Access – Access to the proposed development will 
predominantly be by foot, but access to the vehicular garage will be via a 
driveway and garage door off of Willits. The driveway is proposed to be 12 ft. 
wide.  
 

4.4 Pedestrian Circulation and Access – The principal pedestrian entrance is 
proposed on N. Chester. The entrance is equipped with an ADA ramp and an 
elevator to the upper and lower floors. Secondary pedestrian access is also 
provided along the Willits façade. 
 

5.0 Lighting 
 
The applicant has submitted a photometric plan, along with specification sheets for 
the proposed luminaires. The photometric plan demonstrates that all of the lighting 
requirements of Article 4, Section 4.21 of the Zoning Ordinance have been met with 
regards to property line light levels. There are two recessed canopy lights 
manufactured by Gotham to be installed beneath the new canopy at the entrance on 
Chester, at 36.91 watts each.  Two wall sconces manufactured by Lithonia Lighting 
are proposed along the south building elevation at the stair wells.  These are 9.15 
watts each and proposed to be mounted at a height of 10’.  Five architectural wall 
sconce manufactured by Lithonia Lighting are also proposed on the north and west 
building elevations.  These fixtures are 12 watts each, and proposed to be mounted 
at a height of 12’.  All proposed lighting is fully cut off and black in color.  
 

6.0 Departmental Reports 
 
6.1 Engineering Division – A sidewalk/drive approach permit will be required. 

  
6.2 Department of Public Services – Instead of Sweet Gums along Chester 

Street, we require a different variety of tree for this location due to 
the fruit of this species and the proximity to the 
sidewalks.  Irrigation should be installed.  

 
6.3 Fire Department – No comments have been received at this time but will be 

provided by January 24, 2018. 
 



6.4 Police Department – No comments have been received at this time but will 
be provided by January 24, 2018. 
 

6.5 Building Division –The Building Department has examined the plans for the 
proposed project referenced above. The plans were provided to the Planning 
Department for site plan review purposes only and present conceptual 
elevations and floor plans. Although the plans lack sufficient detail to perform 
a code review, the following comments are offered for Planning Board and/or 
Design Review Board and applicant consideration:  
 

1. There are no apparent building code means of egress concerns based 
on the preliminary floor plans and the assumption that the building will be 
occupied by a single tenant. Multiple tenants would require common 
corridors connecting the exits, the elevator and the parking garage. 

 
7.0 Design Review 

 
The applicant is proposing to renovate the existing Church of Christ Scientist to 
create an office building. The transformation from Church to office will include the 
removal of the existing porch and entry to create an addition off of the front of the 
building to be used as the primary entryway to the building, bringing it to the 
property line. There will also be repairs done and paint (SW 7069 Iron Ore) added to 
the existing masonry, a new quartz -zinc metal roof, a new garage with a 10’ x 8’ 
garage door (material and color unknown), and new windows added to the 
building. Some material samples and colors have been provided at this 
time, but the missing details must be provided.  
 
For the new addition, the applicant is proposing new grey brick (manufacturer 
unknown), quartz -zinc metal paneling for coping and roofing, an aluminum clear 
glass window system, and a new antrhra-zinc metal canopy in black for the new 
front entrance. This will modernize the front of the building and give it more of an 
office building look, as opposed to a Church look.  Since the proposed addition will 
be bringing the building to the property line, the building’s street presence will 
match that of the McCann building to the east, and Integra building to the south.  
 
The original building will be painted charcoal grey (SW 7069 Iron Ore) and have a 
new grey standing seam metal roof installed, along with 24 new clear glass 
windows/doors. The applicant is also proposing to create three new patios on the 
property, one off of the new addition, one off of the back of the building at the first 
floor, and finally, one on the second floor. The patio proposed with the addition will 
be enclosed with a powder coated aluminum railing. The other patios will be 
enclosed with an aluminum and tempered glass railing system. Article 3, Section 
3.04 of the Zoning Ordinance requires balconies, railings and porch structures to be 
wood, metal, cast concrete, or stone. The applicant will need to submit revised 
plans showing a railing made of metal, wood, cast concrete, or stone, or 
obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
The applicant is not proposing any signage at this time. 



 
The applicant has provided window samples showing clear glass with a visual light 
transmittance of 80% for the new windows.  
 
 

8.0 Approval Criteria 
 

In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed 
plans for development must meet the following conditions: 
 

(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 
that there is adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and 
access to the persons occupying the structure. 

 
(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 

that there will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to 
adjacent lands and buildings. 

 
(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 

that they will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property 
nor diminish the value thereof. 

 
(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be 

such as to not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic. 

 
(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings 

in the neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this 
chapter. 

 
(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to 

provide adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building 
and the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
9.0 Recommendation 

 
Based on a review of the site plan submitted, the Planning Division finds that the 
proposed Final Site Plan meets the requirements of Article 7, section 7.27 of the 
Zoning Ordinance and recommends that the Planning Board recommend 
APPROVAL of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit for 191 N. Chester to 
the City Commission with the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant must add an additional tree along Willits Street, or obtain a 
waiver from the Staff Arborist; 

2. Replace the proposed Sweet Gum trees along Chester Streetand provide 
irrigation for trees; 



3. The applicant must submit revised plans showing the placement and 
measurements of one off street loading space, or obtain a variance from the 
Board of Zoning Appeals; 

4. The applicant will need to submit revised plans showing a railing made of 
metal, wood, cast concrete, or stone, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals;  and 

5. The applicant must submit specifications on all of the proposed materials 
used for the construction of the building. 

 
10.0 Sample Motion Language 

 
Motion to recommend APPROVAL of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit for 191 N. Chester – The Jeffrey – with the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant must add an additional tree along Willits Street, or obtain a 
waiver from the Staff Arborist; 

2. Replace the proposed Sweet Gum trees along Chester Streetand provide 
irrigation for trees; 

3. The applicant must submit revised plans showing the placement and 
measurements of one off street loading space, or obtain a variance from the 
Board of Zoning Appeals; 

4. The applicant will need to submit revised plans showing a railing made of 
metal, wood, cast concrete, or stone, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals;  and 

5. The applicant must submit specifications on all of the proposed materials 
used for the construction of the building. 

 
 

OR 
 
Motion to POSTPONE the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit for 191 N. 
Chester pending receipt of the following: 
 
1.___________________________________________________________________ 
2.___________________________________________________________________ 
3.___________________________________________________________________ 

 
OR 

 
Motion to recommend the DENIAL of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit for 191 N. Chester to the City Commission for the following reasons: 
 
1.___________________________________________________________________ 
2.___________________________________________________________________ 
3.___________________________________________________________________ 
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Zoning Compliance Summary Sheet 
 Final Site Plan Review 

191 N. Chester 
 
 
Existing Site: Church of Christ, Scientist 

Zoning: TZ-2, Transitional Zone 2 & C, Community 
Land Use: Commercial 

 
Existing Land Use and Zoning of Adjacent Properties: 
 

  
North 

 
South 

 
East  

 
West 

 
Existing 
Land Use Residential Commercial Commercial Residential 

 
Existing 
Zoning 
District 

 

R-2, Single-
Family 

Residential 

TZ-3, 
Transitional 

Zone 3 
B-4, Business 
Residential 

R-2, Single-
Family 

Residential 

Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

N/A D-4 D-4 N/A 

 
 

Land Area:   Existing: 0.40 acres (17,370 ft2) 
Proposed: 0.40 acres (17,370 ft2) 

Dwelling Units: Existing: 0 
Proposed: 0 

 
Minimum Lot Area/Unit: Required: N/A 

Proposed: N/A 

Min. Floor Area /Unit: Required: N/A  
Proposed: N/A  

Max. Total Floor Area: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 
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Min. Open Space: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Max. Lot Coverage: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Front Setback: Required: 0-5 ft.  
Proposed: 0 ft. 

Side Setbacks Required: 0 ft. from interior side lot line 
10 ft. from side lot line abutting a single family district 

Proposed: No changes proposed. (7 ft. from abutting single family 
district, 0 ft. along Willits) 

Rear Setback: Required: 10 ft. 
20 ft. abutting single family zoning district   

Proposed: No changes proposed. (30 ft.) 

Min. Front+Rear Setback Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

 
Max. Bldg. Height: Permitted: 30 ft., 2 stories 

Proposed: No changes proposed. (35 ft., 2 stories) 

Min. Eave Height: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Floor-Ceiling Height: Required: 14 ft. 
Proposed: No changes proposed. 

Front Entry: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Absence of Bldg. Façade: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Opening Width: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Parking: Required: None required, Parking Assessment District 
Proposed: 11 total - 8 within proposed garage, 3 existing 

Min. Parking Space Size: Required: 180 ft2 
Proposed: 180 ft2 
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Parking in Frontage: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Loading Area: Required: 1 (40’ x 12’ x 14’) 
Proposed: 0 

The applicant must submit plans showing a 
screened loading space measuring 40 x 12 x 14 or 
obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

Screening:   
  

Parking: Required: 6 ft. masonry screen wall 
Proposed: 8 spaces fully screened within building 

3 existing unscreened legal, non-conforming parking spaces  
Loading: Required: 6 ft. masonry screen wall 

Proposed: None proposed 
The applicant must submit plans showing the 
screening details for one off-street loading space, 
or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 
 

Rooftop Mechanical: Required: Full screening to compliment the building 
Proposed: Fully screened by existing parapet and building structure. 

Elect. Transformer: Required: Fully screened from public view 
Proposed: No transformer is proposed on the property. 

Dumpster: Required: 6 ft. high capped masonry wall with wooden gates 
Proposed: Fully screened by building. 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 
City Commission Room 

151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 
 

 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Planning Board held on September 
13, 2017. Chairman Scott Clein convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Chairman Scott Clein; Board Members Robin Boyle, Stuart Jeffares, Bert Koseck, 

Vice- Chairperson Gillian Lazar, Bryan Williams 
 
Absent: Board Member Janelle Whipple-Boyce; Alternate Board Members Lisa Prasad, 

Daniel Share; Student Representatives Ariana Afrakhteh, Isabella Niskar 
  
Administration:  Matthew Baka, Sr. Planner      
    Jana Ecker, Planning Director  
    Carole Salutes, Recording Secretary   
 
REZONING REQUEST  
 
1. 191 N. Chester, First Church of Christ, Scientist  
 Request for rezoning from TZ-1 to TZ-2 (Transitional Zoning) to allow the  
 adaptive reuse of the existing building for office use 
 
Chairman Clein returned to chair the meeting. 
 
Ms. Ecker reported that the property owner is requesting the rezoning of the property to keep 
the building as-is on site while renovating the inside for an office use. 
 
The subject site is located on the west side of N. Chester, with single-family homes to the north 
and office/commercial buildings to the south (Integra Building) and east (McCann Worldgroup 
Building). The area of the site is .40 acres, the building is 16,000 sq. ft. in size. The subject 
property is in the Downtown Overlay District and was zoned C - Community Use, due to its 
former use as a church. At the time of the transitional rezoning the City Commission created the 
TZ-1 Zone District and the TZ-3 Zone District.  They did not create the TZ-2 Zone District then 
and the property was rezoned TZ-1 which allows only a residential use and not an office use.  
 
The applicant lists a number of reasons that with the City’s adoption of TZ-2 into the Zoning 
Ordinance, the TZ-2 classification would be better suited.  The applicant would like to re-
purpose the existing church building into an office use.  While office use is permitted in the TZ-
2 Zoning District, any office use over 3,000 sq. ft. in size would require a Special Land Use 
Permit ("SLUP").  The applicant has affirmed the building is not suitable for adaptive reuse to 
residential.  
 
The applicant had meetings with the adjoining property owners who have indicated a desire to 
keep the existing building as opposed to demolishing it and increasing and changing the height 



and mass with a new structure. They felt building as it stands would have the least impact on 
the neighborhood in terms of scale, visibility, and traffic.   
 
The applicant has tried to market the building as a religious institution but has been 
unsuccessful in finding someone who is interested.   
 
The only physical modification done to the building was in 1956 when an addition was added to 
the existing church.  The church building is still in fair condition today. 
 
Based on a review of the rezoning application and supporting documentation submitted by the 
applicant, a review of the applicable Master Plan documents, current zoning and recent 
development trends in the area, the Planning Dept. finds that the applicant meets the 
established ordinance requirements to qualify for a rezoning of the property from TZ-1 
(Transitional Zone 1) to TZ-2 (Transitional Zone 2) to permit the adaptive reuse of the building 
for office/commercial use. Given the recommendations of the Master Plan and the 2016 Plan, 
the existing mix of uses in the immediate neighborhood, and given the age and character of the 
building, the proposal to adaptively reuse the building is appropriate and compatible with the 
area. The Planning Board will make a recommendation to the City Commission and the City 
Commission shall make the final determination on whether this potential rezoning should be 
approved. 
 
Mr. Boyle asked what design oversight there might be with this building if it was rezoned to TZ-
2. Ms. Ecker replied that just the design of the building would go to the Design Review Board or 
come to the Planning Board for review. If they are going to propose over 3,000 sq. ft. of office 
use, it will come to the Planning Board because it would require a SLUP which would bring in all 
of the design elements as well as the signage.  Then it would go to the City Commission for the 
final decision.   
 
In response to Mr. Koseck, Ms. Ecker said the applicant has the option to seek a use variance 
for the building.  The Chairman asked about the difference between TZ-1 and TZ-2 with regard 
to massing and height.  Ms. Ecker advised that TZ-1 allows three stories and 35 ft. in height 
with a minimum of two stories.  In TZ-2 only a two-story maximum is allowed.   
 
Ms. Ecker explained for Mr. Boyle that there is no requirement that there must be a mix of uses 
on a transitional zoned property.   
 
Mr. Williams said a question for the City Attorney would be whether the site can be rezoned to 
TZ-2 with the condition that the building structure remain the same. Ms. Ecker noted the 
Planning Board at this level has not made a recommendation to go down the conditional 
rezoning path.   
 
The applicant, Mr. Sam Surnow, 320 Martin, said they have spent a lot of time over the last 
three years trying to figure out what to do because they acquired the property before it was 
rezoned to TZ-1.  Based on feedback from all of the neighbors and the different departments, 
they have been guided in the direction of rezoning the existing building for office use. They feel 
it is the best choice.  It seems that a residential development would have the potential to 
change the impact on the neighborhood.  On-site parking will be needed to be marketable and 
to attract tenants.  Therefore they will have to take away a few thousand feet in the lower level 



to make room for ten or fifteen parking spaces.  Then, after taking away the common areas, 
the office space left will be much less than 16,000 sq. ft.   
 
Mr. Surnow stated that they decided not to apply for a use variance with the BZA because 
having a use variance in a TZ-1 Zone that is meant for residential use only would be 
contradictory.  Also if the City could have rezoned to TZ-2 which didn't exist at the time, it 
probably would have.  They don't have an issue with coming up with an agreement stating they 
will preserve exactly what is there if the City Commission requested that.  
 
Mr. Kevin Biddison, 320 Martin, added they are excited hopefully to be involved in another 
project with the Surnows.  This is really a similar challenge to what they did with the post office 
and they are looking to do some of the very same things and create multi-uses for smaller 
businesses which can tuck into the very unusual nature of the building.   
 
No one from the public came forward with comments at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Mr. Boyle observed that office space is changing.  He hoped this iconic building will be 
redesigned and repurposed in such a way that it can accommodate the contemporary office and 
how it is going to operate.  Also, he thought a mixed use in some shape or form might enliven 
this street.   
 
Mr. Koseck noted this is a unique building on a challenging site. The Chester Parking Structure 
is least used so the project could help to populate that.  These developers have a proven track 
record and he is in favor of the proposal to rezone. 
 
Motion by Mr. Koseck 
Seconded by Mr. Boyle to recommend approval to the City Commission for the 
rezoning of 191 N. Chester from TZ-1 (Transitional Zone 1) to TZ-2 (Transitional 
Zone 2). 
 
Chairman Clein thought the adaptive reuse that is being proposed is awesome and the rezoning 
to facilitate that makes perfect sense.  However he has concerns about rezoning, and that 
means ten years from now the building could be razed and a 17,000 sq. ft. site could turn into 
30,000 sq. ft. of something. He leans toward approving the request because he feels this is a 
fantastic project but he thinks the Commission needs to weigh those concerns. 
 
At 8:43 p.m. there were no comments from the members of the public on the motion. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
ROLLCALL VOTE 
Yeas:  Koseck, Boyle, Clein, Jeffares, Lazar, Williams 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Whipple-Boyce 
 
 
 
 



BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
OCTOBER 16, 2017 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 10-267-17  
PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE REZONING OF 191 N.CHESTER FROM TZ1 TO 
TZ2 
 
From City Planner Ecker’s staff report to City Manager Valentine dated October 6, 2017: 
 
The property owner of 191 N. Chester (The First Church of Christ, Scientist), is requestingthe 
rezoning of the property from TZ-1 (Transitional Zone 1) to TZ-2 (Transitional Zone 2)to allow 
office use. The subject site is located on the west side of N. Chester, with single family homes 
to the north and office/commercial buildings to the south (Integra Building) and east (McCann 
Worldgroup Building). The subject property is currently zoned TZ1 (Transitional Zoning), as well 
as C - Community Use in the Downtown Overlay District, due to its former use as a Church. On 
September 13, 2017, the Planning Board conducted a public hearing to consider the requested 
rezoning. After much discussion, the Planning Board voted to recommend approval of the 
proposed rezoning to the City Commission. The applicant has submitted a letter voluntarily 
offering to limit the use of the property at 191 N. Chester to office use only should the rezoning 
to TZ2 be approved. The applicant has also submitted numerous letters of support from the 
surrounding property owners. 
 
City Planner Ecker continued: 
 

 In 2015, the Commission created TZ1 and TZ3. TZ2 was added in the past year. 
 191 N. Chester was previously zoned as R4 – Residential, and then it was re-zoned to 

TZ1. TZ3 allowed too many uses on the site. 
 Applicant would now like the property re-zoned to TZ2. TZ2 allows uses beyond 

residential, which are the only uses permitted by TZ1. 
 Applicant is looking to keep the exterior of the building, and to re-build the inside as 

office space. 
 A TZ1 designation is residential, and allows for three stories and a height of thirty-five 

feet. A TZ2 designation allows for more uses, but it only allows for two stories and a 
height of thirty feet. 

 When an applicant applies for re-zoning, they must submit the following information: 
o An explanation of why the re-zoning is necessary for the  preservation and 

enjoyments of the rights of usage commonly  associated with property 
ownership; 

o An explanation of why the existing zoning classification is no longer 
 appropriate; 

o An explanation of why the proposed re-zoning will not be  detrimental to the 
surrounding properties; 

o A land survey. 
 The current applicant explained that: 

o The building was determined not to be of interest to any religious institution, and 
also not tenable for residential adaptation. 



o Re-zoning the building for office use would preserve the current  building, does 
not change the character of the neighborhood, and  creates less traffic 
than a possible residential re-use. 

 Planning staff performed a review of the application’s adherence to existing zoning and 
Master Planning requirements for the site, an analysis of existing uses of the property 
within the general area, the suitability of the property in question to the uses permitted 
under the existing zoning classification, and the general trend of development in the 
area of the property in question, including any changes that have taken place in the 
zoning classification. 

 This area is considered part of a commercial piece on the edge of downtown, which 
according to the 1980 Master Plan “should be restricted to office and low intensity 
commercial use” whenever possible. The currently submitted application is in line with 
this goal. 

o This area is also zoned according to the Downtown Birmingham 2016 Plan as C – 
5 October 16, 2017 Community, which requires the City to retain and enhance 
the character and vitality of downtown, and make sure new architecture is 
compatible with old. Keeping the exterior of the building, as proposed in the 
application, is also in line with this goal. 

o The Zoning Ordinance states that “the purpose of the Zoning Ordinance is to 
guide the growth and development of the City, in accordance with the goals, 
objectives, and strategies stated within the Birmingham Future Land Use Plan 
and the 2016 Plan.” The adaptive re-use proposed by the applicant supports the 
City’s growth, development, and re-use, and maintains the character of the 
neighborhood. 

o Since there is a four-story office building to the south, the McCann Building to 
the east, and single family residential homes to the north and west, this 
proposed zoning change could be considered transitional between the high 
density commercial business district on one side and the single-family low 
density residential on the other side. 

o With the current TZ1 zoning, the building in question could not be used for a 
religious institution without a use variance, since it is restricted to residential use. 

o Several changes have occurred to office buildings in the area, and the only 
rezoning in the area was the change of this building’s zoning designation from R4 
to TZ1. 

 Upon review of the aforementioned information, the Planning Department and the 
Planning Board recommended that 151 N. Chester be re-zoned from TZ1 to TZ2. The 
Commission should also consider whether to accept the applicant’s offer to restrict the 
use to office and commercial use only.  
 

City Planner Ecker confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that 151 N. Chester is historical, but is not 
a historically-designated building, and that the parking would be built out into the basement of 
the building. City Planner Ecker also confirmed that if this re-zoning is granted, a much larger 
building could be built in this building’s stead later on. 
 
Mayor Nickita explained that conditional zoning is a possibility in order to address concerns of 
what would be allowed, although the Commission has not taken that route before. 
 



City Attorney Currier confirmed for Commissioner DeWeese that if any further construction were 
to occur in the future after this re-zoning, the construction would still need to adhere to both 
the greater zoning and whatever conditional zoning the Commission may apply. 
 
City Planner Ecker confirmed for Mayor Pro Tem Harris that a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP) 
would be required for this use, and City Attorney Currier confirmed that if the building were to 
change hands, the conditions of the SLUP would have to be followed or they would need to be 
amended by the Commission at the request of the new owner. 
 
Mayor Nickita opened the public hearing at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Sam Surnow of the Surnow Company (320 Martin Street) explained that while many possibilities 
for the building were explored, the conclusion was that the building would need to be torn 
down in order to adhere to TZ1. The Surnow Company met with the building’s neighbors in 
March to solicit feedback, and the neighborhood overwhelmingly expressed its desire to keep 
the building. Mr. Surnow explained that: 

 Of the 16,000 sq. ft., an estimated 3,000 and 4,000 sq. ft. will be used for parking 
while the rest of the building is maintained; 

 The Surnow Company would be willing to restrict traffic exiting the building so that 
employees could only make a right onto Chester; 

 Fire suppression would be included in the parking lot, the building would be made 
wheelchair-accessible, and it would be brought up to code.  
 

Mr. Biddison, the architect on this project from Biddison Architecture, explained: 
 That the main floor would be maintained as public space, with former mechanical spaces 

being repurposed as storage for office users; 
 The trusses may be changed from the inside into an additional useable level; 
 An elevator would be added; 
 Some stairs would be re-configured; 
 And the windows would be maintained, but the floors would be re-positioned so the 

windows are at an appropriate height. 
 

Mr. Biddison confirmed for Commissioner DeWeese that the parking lot would include about 
twelve spaces. 
 
City Planner Ecker confirmed for Commissioner Hoff that: 

 The Surnow Company can keep the existing roof lines within TZ2 because the building is 
grandfathered in, even if they decide to build up into the trusses to create a level. 

 If the conditional zoning is not accepted, either a church or food and drink 
establishment could go into the building with a SLUP. 

 The Surnow Company is considering permanent offices, not bistro offices similar to an 
application submitted by a previous group. 
 

Lauren Stein spoke in support of the proposed project and re-zoning by the Surnow Company. 
 
Susan Martin wholly supported renovating the existing building with the conditional zoning for 
business use only. 
 



Mayor Nickita closed the public hearing at 8:36 p.m. 
 
City Planner Ecker explained to Commissioner Hoff that information on traffic pattern changes 
will not be available until after re-zoning is approved. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner DeWeese, seconded by Commissioner Bordman: 
To approve the rezoning of 191 N. Chester from TZ1 (Transitional Zoning) to TZ2 (Transitional 
Zoning) as recommended by the Planning Board on September 13, 2017 with the conditions as 
outlined in the letter dated October 5, 2017 from Chester Street Partners, LLC, A Surnow 
Company. 
 
Mayor Nickita clarified that Birmingham does not usually re-zone in response to developer 
requests, but that this is a unique situation because: 

 The requested zoning designation did not exist at the original time of zoning; 
 To maintain the current zoning would essentially require the demolition of the current 

building and the construction of a higher density space, which is counter to 
Birmingham’s goals, and; 

 The Surnow Company offered to take on additional conditional zoning in order to 
maintain the intended use category long-term. 

 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
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PERFORMANCE
CALCULATOR

January 18, 2018 Prepared for Ethan Oliver
By Flaig, Nick

nickf@thompsonig.com

City of Birmingham

Make-up Name Make-up
Icon

Transmittance Reflectance U-Value

R-Value
Solar Heat

Gain
Coefficient

(SHGC)Visible  (τv %) Solar (τe %)
Visible Solar

Winter Night
(Btu/hr·ft²·F)

Summer Day
(Btu/hr·ft²·F)

ρv % out ρv % in ρe % out

Default Make-up 01 80 67 15 15 13 0.47 0.50 2.11 0.74

Calculation Standard: NFRC 2010

Default Make-up 01

Outdoors
Clear (North America)
Thickness = 1/4" = 6mm

#1 -----
#2 -----

GLASS 1

100% Air, 1/2" = 12.7 mmGAP 1

Clear (North America)
Thickness = 1/4" = 6mm

#3 -----
#4 -----

GLASS 2

Total Unit (Nominal) = 1 in / 24.7 mm Slope = 90° Window Height = 1 meter

Estimated Nominal Glazing Weight: 5.75 lb/ft²

Indoors

Important Notes

The performance values shown above represent NOMINAL VALUES for the center of glass with no spacer system or framing. Slight
variations may occur due to manufacturing tolerances, point of manufacture, and type of instrumentation used to measure the optical
properties. For configurations that include non-specular (diffuse) components, performance results cannot be verified and should
only be used as a general indication of performance. For configurations which include ceramic frit coating, the actual values may
vary significantly based upon the thickness and composition of the frit. For configurations with coatings laminated facing the PVB,
there may be a noticeable color change. Guardian recommends a full size mock-up be approved. Calculations and terms in this
report are based on NFRC 2010.

Please note that the THERMAL STRESS GUIDELINE is only a rough reference to the thermal safety of a glazing. Other factors such
as the size of glass areas, shapes and patterns, glass thickness, glass damaged during shipping, handling or installation, orientation
of the building, exterior shading, overhangs/fins that reduce wind speed, and areas with high daily temperature fluctuations can all
increase the probability of thermal breakage. The results shown are not for any specific glazing installation and do not constitute a
warranty against glass breakage.

Explanation of Terms

% Transmittance Visible or Light Transmittance (τv %) is the percentage of visible light at normal incidence (90° to surface) that
is transmitted by the glass.

% Ultraviolet (UV) Transmittance (τuv %) is the percentage of ultraviolet light at normal incidence directly transmitted by the glass.
Ultraviolet Light is defined as radiant energy from the sun having a wavelength range of 300 nm to 380 nm.

% Solar Energy Direct Transmittance (τe %) is the percentage of solar energy at normal incidence directly transmitted by the
glass. Solar Energy is the radiant energy from the sun having a wavelength range of 300 nm to 2500 nm.

% Reflectance Visible Outdoors or Light Reflectance Out (ρv % out) is the percentage of visible light at normal incidence directly
reflected by the glass back outdoors.

% Reflectance Visible Indoors or Light Reflectance In (ρv % in) is the percentage of visible light at normal incidence directly
reflected by the glass back indoors.
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% Solar Energy Reflected Outdoors or Solar Direct Reflectance Out (ρe % out) is the percentage of solar energy at normal
incidence directly reflected by the glass back outdoors.

% Solar Energy Reflected Indoors or Solar Direct Reflectance In (ρe % in) is the percentage of solar energy at normal incidence
directly reflected by the glass back indoors.

Absorptance (αe %) (Solar, Visible or UV) is defined as a process in which a range of radiation is retained by a substance and
converted into heat energy. The creation of heat energy also causes the substance to emit its own radiation.

U-Factor or U-Value (UG) is the air-to-air thermal conductance of 39" high glazing and associated air films. US Standard units are
Btu/hr.ft².F. and SI / Metric units are W/m²K. Winter night values are 12.3 mph wind at -0.4°F outdoors and 69.8°F still indoor air.
Summer values are 0 sun, 6.15 mph wind at 89.6°F outdoors and 75.2°F still indoor air.

Relative Heat Gain (RHG) is the total net heat gain to the indoors due to both the air-to-air thermal conductance and the solar heat
gain. Imperial units are Btu/hr.ft². RHG = [(Summer U-Value)(89.6°F - 75.2°F) + (Shading Coefficient)(200 Btu/hr-ft²)]. Metric
units are W/m². RHG = [(Summer U-Value)(32°C - 24°C) + (Shading Coef.)(631 W/m²)]

Shading Coefficient (SC) is the fraction of solar heat, direct (300 to 2500 nm) plus indirect (5 to 40 μm), transferred indoors through
the glass. For reference, 1/8" (3.1 mm) clear glass has a value of 1.00 (SC is an older term being replaced by the SHGC).

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) is the fraction of solar energy incident on the glazing that is transferred indoors both directly
and indirectly through the glazing. The direct gain portion equals the direct solar transmittance, while the indirect is the fraction
of the solar energy absorbed to the energy reradiated and convected indoors. No heat gain from warmer outdoor air is included.
SHGC = (Direct Solar Trans) + {[(Indirect Solar Heat Gain) - (Summer U-Value)(89.6°F - 75.2°F)] / (248.209 Btu/hr-ft²)}

Light-to-Solar Gain (LSG) is the ratio of visible light gain to solar gain. LSG = (Visible Transmittance) / (SHGC)

Color Rendering Index in transmission, D65 (Ra) is the change in color of an object as a result of the light being transmitted by
the glass.

Weighted Sound Reduction Index (Rw) is a single-number quantity which characterizes the airborne sound insulation of a material
or building element over a range of frequencies.

Sound Transmission Class (STC) is a single-number quantity which characterizes the airborne sound insulation of a material or
building element over a range of frequencies.

Disclaimer
This performance analysis is provided for the limited purpose of assisting the user in evaluating the performance of the glass
products identified on this report. Spectral data for products manufactured by Guardian reflect nominal values derived from typical
production samples. Spectral data for products not manufactured by Guardian were derived from the LBNL International Glazing
Database and have not been independently verified by Guardian. The values calculated by this tool are generated according to
established engineering practices and applicable calculation standards. Many factors may affect glass performance, including glass
size, building orientation, shading, wind speed, type of installation, and others. The applicability and results of the analysis are
directly related to user inputs and any changes in actual conditions can have a significant effect on the results. It is possible to create
many different glazing types and glass make-ups using this tool. Guardian makes no guarantee that any glazing modeled by the tool
is available from Guardian or any other manufacturer. The user has the responsibility to check with the manufacturer regarding
availability of any glass type or make-up. While Guardian has made a good faith effort to verify the reliability of this tool, it may
contain unknown programming errors that could result in incorrect results. The user assumes all risk relating to the results provided
by the tool and is solely responsible for selection of appropriate products for the user's application. GUARDIAN MAKES NO
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF ANY KIND WITH RESPECT TO THE PERFORMANCE CALCULATOR. THERE ARE NO
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGEMENT OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WITH RESPECT
TO THE PERFORMANCE CALCULATOR AND NO WARRANTY SHALL BE IMPLIED BY OPERATION OF LAW OR OTHERWISE.
IN NO EVENT SHALL GUARDIAN BE LIABLE FOR DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR INCIDENTAL
DAMAGES OF ANY KIND RELATING TO OR RESULTING FROM USE OF THE PERFORMANCE CALCULATOR.

Program Version: 4.1.0.6167
Database Version: 20180118



MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE:  February 6, 2018 

TO:  Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Matthew Baka, Senior Planner 

APPROVED: Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: To set a Public Hearing for Final Site Plan & Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment at 33588 Woodward – Shell Gas Station  

The subject property at 33588 Woodward is located in the B2B General Business zone district. 
The B2B zone lists gasoline service station as a permitted use requiring a Special Land Use 
Permit (SLUP). The applicant was approved for a SLUP by the City Commission on September 
22, 2014.  The applicant is now requesting an amendment to the existing SLUP to allow them to 
construct a small addition to the building to allow for a new accessible bathroom. On January 
24, 2018, the Planning Board conducted a public hearing to discuss a request by the applicant 
to construct the addition.  The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend approval of 
the Final Site Plan and Design and the Special Land Use Permit to the City Commission with the 
following conditions: 

1. Confirm that the ice and propane storage units do not exceed 4’; and
2. Comply with the requests of City Departments.

Thus, the Planning Division requests that the City Commission set a public hearing date for 
March 12, 2018 to consider approval of the Final Site Plan and Design and a Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment to allow the addition of a new bathroom to the existing Shell gasoline 
station.  Please find attached the staff report presented to the Planning Board, along with the 
relevant plans and supporting documents.   

SUGGESTED ACTION: 

To set a public hearing date for March 12, 2018 to consider the Final Site Plan & Design and a 
Special Land Use Permit Amendment at 33588 Woodward to allow the addition of a new 
accessible bathroom to the existing Shell gasoline service station.   
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33588 WOODWARD 
SHELL GASOLINE SERVICE STATION/DUNKIN DONUTS 

SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT AMENDMENT 
MARCH 12, 2018 

 
WHEREAS, the Shell gasoline station with a convenience store and a Dunkin Donuts store was 
granted a Special Land Use Permit on September 22, 2014, 
 
WHEREAS, B5 Investment LLC has now applied for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment, to 
construct a new accessible bathroom addition on site at 33588 Woodward,  
 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Special Land Use Permit is sought is located at the 
southeast corner of Woodward Ave. and Chapin Ave., 
 
WHEREAS, The land is zoned B-2B General Business, which permits a gasoline service station 
with a convenience store with a Special Land Use Permit, 
 
WHEREAS, Article 7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning, requires a Special Land Use Permit 
to be considered and acted upon by the Birmingham City Commission, after receiving 
recommendations on the site plan and design from the Planning Board for the proposed Special 
Land Use, 
 
WHEREAS, The applicant now requests a Special Land Use Permit Amendment to allow for the 
construction of a new bathroom addition, such application having been filed pursuant to Article 
7, section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning of the City Code, 
 
WHEREAS, The Planning Board reviewed the proposed Special Land Use Permit  Amendment 
on January 24, 2018 at which time the Planning Board voted to recommend approval of the 
Final Site Plan and SLUP to the City Commission with the following conditions:  
 

1. Confirm that the ice and propane storage units do not exceed 4’; and 
2. Comply with the requests of City Departments. 

 
WHEREAS,  The applicant has agreed to comply with all conditions for approval as 
recommended by the Planning Board on January 24, 2018, 
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the B5 Investments LLC Special 
Land Use Permit application as well as the standards for such review as set forth in Article 7, 
section 7.34 of Chapter 126, Zoning of the City Code,  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission finds the standards imposed 
on B5 Investments LLC under the City Code have been met, subject to the conditions below and 
B5 Investments LLC’s application for a Special Land Use Permit Amendment to construct a new 
accessible bathroom to the existing a gasoline service station, convenience store and Dunkin 
Donuts store on site at 33588 Woodward, is hereby approved, subject to the attached site plan, 
and subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. Confirm that the ice and propane storage units do not exceed 4’; and 
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2. Comply with the requests of City Departments. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That failure to comply with any of the above conditions shall 
result in termination of the Special Land Use Permit.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Except as herein specifically provided, the B5 Investments LLC 
Company and its heirs, successors and assigns shall be bound by all ordinances of the City of 
Birmingham in effect at the time of the issuance of this permit, and as they may be 
subsequently amended. Failure of B5 Investments LLC to comply with all the ordinances of the 
City, may result in the Commission revoking this Special Land Use Permit. 
 
I, Cherilynn Mysnberge, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing is a true and, correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on March 12, 2018. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   January 18th, 2018 
 
TO:   Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
FROM:  Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Intern 
 
SUBJECT:  33588 Woodward Ave – Birmingham Shell  
  Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Amendment 
 
 
 
The 0.34 acre subject site, 33588 Woodward Avenue, is located at the corner of Woodward and 
Chapin. The applicant is seeking a Special Land Use Permit Amendment to relocate the 
bathroom within the building, which will include a small addition of square footage to the 
building. The total added area to the building is roughly 79 sq. ft. at the south-western portion 
of the building, facing the parking lot. The addition will displace the ice and propane storage 
machines, which are proposed to be relocated to the side of the building, adjacent to the rear 
parking area.  
 

1.0 Land Use and Zoning 
 

1.1 Existing Land Use – The land use at this parcel is commercial. 
 

1.2 Zoning – The parcel is zoned B2-B, General Business. 
 

1.3 Summary of Adjacent Land Use and Zoning - The following chart summarizes 
existing land use and zoning adjacent to and/or in the vicinity of the subject 
site, including the proposed 2016 Regulating Plan zones. 

 

 North South East 
 

West 
 

Existing 
Land Use Commercial Commercial Residential Commercial 

Existing 
Zoning 
District 

B2-B, 
General 
Business 

B2-B, 
General 
Business 

R4, 
Two Family 
Residential 

B2-B, 
General 
Business 



Downtown 
Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
2.0 Setback and Height Requirements 

 
Please see attached zoning compliance summary sheet for detailed setback and 
height requirements. 
 

3.0 Screening and Landscaping 
 
3.1 Dumpster Screening – No changes proposed. 

 
3.2 Parking Lot Screening – No changes proposed. 

 
3.3 Mechanical Equipment Screening – No changes proposed. 

 
3.4 Landscaping – No changes proposed. 

 
3.5 Streetscape – No changes proposed. 

 
4.0 Parking, Loading and Circulation 

 
4.1 Parking – No changes proposed. 

 
4.2 Loading – No changes proposed. 

 
4.3 Vehicular Circulation and Access – No changes proposed. 

 
4.4 Pedestrian Circulation and Access – The proposed addition will displace the 

propane and bagged ice display units, and decrease the width of the current 
sidewalk along the front of the building where it will be located. The 
relocation of the propane and ice display units will decrease the sidewalk 
width significantly, but the applicant has not submitted dimensions for the 
two units. The proposed addition of the windshield washer fluid display will 
decrease the width of the sidewalk to 3 ft. 10 in. where it is proposed to be 
placed. 
 

5.0 Lighting 
 
The applicant is not proposing any changes to the lighting of the property. 
 

6.0 Outdoor Display Standards 
 
The proposed addition to the front of the building will displace the propane and 
bagged ice displays that currently exist in the space. The applicant is proposing to 



relocate the display units to the south side of the building adjacent to the rear 
parking area, as well as add a windshield washer fluid display to the front of the 
building. According to Article 9, Section 9.02 of the Zoning Ordinance, Outdoor 
Display is defined as the placement of any item(s) outside a building for decorative 
display and/or accessible to the public for the purpose of sale, rent, lease or exhibit. 
Therefore, the propane and ice storage, as well as the proposed display for 
windshield washer fluid along the front of the building shall be regulated as outdoor 
displays.  
 
Article 4, Section 4.67 outlines the requirements for an outdoor display in the B2-B 
zoning district. The proposed outdoor storage meets several of these standards, but 
falls short in a few key areas: 
 

1. Outdoor displays shall not exceed a maximum of 4 feet in height. 
 

 The applicant must confirm that the ice and propane storage 
units are no more than 4 feet in height, or obtain a variance 
from the Board of Zoning Appeals. The submitted site plan does 
show the proposed windshield washer fluid display to be a maximum 
of four feet tall, meeting the Ordinance. 
 

2. Furniture or shelving used to display goods outside shall be made of finished 
metal or wood or a material of comparable quality and maintained in a good 
condition. 
 

 The existing ice and propane storage units are constructed of metal, 
but the applicant has indicated that the proposed windshield washer 
fluid display will be constructed of plastic. The applicant must 
submit plans showing a windshield washer fluid display unit 
constructed of metal or wood, or a material of comparable 
quality, or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 
 

3. An unobstructed path not less than 5 feet in width shall be continuously 
maintained for pedestrian access to all business entrances and no point of 
access or egress from any building shall be blocked at any time. 
 

 Both the relocation of the ice and propane display units and the new 
windshield washer fluid display will subtract from the required 5 feet 
required for pedestrian access. The applicant must submit plans 
showing an unobstructed continuously maintained 5 foot 
path for pedestrian access, or obtain a variance from the 
Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
7.0 Departmental Reports 

 
7.1 Engineering Division – The Engineering Department has no concerns at this 

time. 



  
7.2 Department of Public Services – No comments have been provided at this 

time, but will be provided by January 24, 2018. 
 

7.3 Fire Department – No comments have been provided at this time, but will be 
provided by January 24, 2018. 

 
7.4 Police Department – No comments have been provided at this time, but will 

be provided by January 24, 2018. 
 

7.5 Building Division – The Building Department has examined the plans for the 
proposed project referenced above. The plans were provided to the Planning 
Department for site plan review purposes only and present conceptual 
elevations and floor plans. Although the plans lack sufficient detail to perform 
a code review, the following comments are offered for Planning Board and/or 
Design Review Board and applicant consideration: 

 
1. The proposed addition is projecting into the accessible route (sidewalk) 

between the existing barrier free parking space and the entrance to the 
building. The accessible route cannot be reduced to less than 36.00 
inches.  

2. The plans do not include proposed changes to the interior of the 
building. It appears that the existing toilet room located between the 
service counter and kitchen will be removed and the service counter 
made larger. The plans will need to detail these changes. 
 

8.0 Design Review 
 
The proposed 79 sq. ft. addition to the south-west portion of the building will be for 
the relocation of a restroom to allow for more counter space for the establishment. 
The applicant has indicated on the site plan that the addition will be constructed with 
the same brick and paint as the existing building. The applicant has not submitted 
the elevations or material specifications necessary to complete a design review. The 
applicant must submit scaled and colored elevations and material 
specifications for design review. 
 

9.0 Approval Criteria 
 

In accordance with Article 7, section 7.27 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed 
plans for development must meet the following conditions: 
 

(1) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 
that there is adequate landscaped open space so as to provide light, air and 
access to the persons occupying the structure. 

 
(2) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 

that there will be no interference with adequate light, air and access to 
adjacent lands and buildings. 



 
(3) The location, size and height of the building, walls and fences shall be such 

that they will not hinder the reasonable development of adjoining property 
nor diminish the value thereof. 

 
(4) The site plan, and its relation to streets, driveways and sidewalks, shall be 

such as to not interfere with or be hazardous to vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic. 

 
(5) The proposed development will be compatible with other uses and buildings 

in the neighborhood and will not be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this 
chapter. 

 
(6) The location, shape and size of required landscaped open space is such as to 

provide adequate open space for the benefit of the inhabitants of the building 
and the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
10.0 Recommendation 

 
Based on a review of the site plan submitted, the Planning Division finds that the 
proposed Final Site Plan does not meet the requirements of Article 7, section 7.27 of 
the Zoning Ordinance and recommends that the Planning Board recommend 
POSTPONEMENT of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit Amendment for 
33588 Woodward Ave – Birmingham Shell – pending receipt of the following: 
 

(1) The applicant submit scaled and colored elevations and material 
specifications for the proposed addition; 
 

(2) The applicant confirm that the ice and propane storage units are no more 
than 4 feet in height, or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals; 
 

(3) The applicant submit plans showing an unobstructed continuously maintained 
5 foot path for pedestrian access, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals; and 
 

(4) The applicant submit plans showing a windshield washer fluid display unit 
constructed of metal or wood, or a material of comparable quality, or obtain 
a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 

 
11.0 Sample Motion Language 

 
Motion to recommend POSTPONEMENT of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use 
Permit Amendment for 33588 Woodward Ave – Birmingham Shell – pending receipt 
of the following: 
 

(1) The applicant submit scaled and colored elevations and material 
specifications for the proposed addition; 



(2) The applicant confirm that the ice and propane storage units are no more 
than 4 feet in height, or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals; 
 

(3) The applicant submit plans showing an unobstructed continuously maintained 
5 foot path for pedestrian access, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals; and 
 

(4) The applicant submit plans showing a windshield washer fluid display unit 
constructed of metal or wood, or a material of comparable quality, or obtain 
a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
OR 

 
Motion to recommend APPROVAL the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment to the City Commission for 33588 Woodward Ave – Birmingham Shell – 
with the following conditions: 
 
 

(1) The applicant submit scaled and colored elevations and material 
specifications for the proposed addition; 
 

(2) The applicant confirm that the ice and propane storage units are no more 
than 4 feet in height, or obtain a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals; 
 

(3) The applicant submit plans showing an unobstructed continuously maintained 
5 foot path for pedestrian access, or obtain a variance from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals; and 
 

(4) The applicant submit plans showing a windshield washer fluid display unit 
constructed of metal or wood, or a material of comparable quality, or obtain 
a variance from the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
OR 

 
Motion to recommend the DENIAL of the Final Site Plan and Special Land Use Permit 
Amendment to the City Commission for 33588 Woodward Ave – Birmingham Shell – 
for the following reasons: 
 
1.___________________________________________________________________ 
2.___________________________________________________________________ 
3.___________________________________________________________________ 
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Zoning Compliance Summary Sheet 
 Final Site Plan Review 

33588 Woodward – Birmingham Shell 
 
 
Existing Site: Gasoline Station & Dunkin Doughnuts  

Zoning: B2-B, General Business 
Land Use: Commercial 

 
Existing Land Use and Zoning of Adjacent Properties: 
 

  
North 

 
South 

 
East  

 
West 

 
Existing 
Land Use Commercial Commercial Residential Commercial 

 
Existing 
Zoning 
District 

 

B2-B, General 
Business 

B2-B, General 
Business 

R-4, Two-
Family 

Residential 
B2-B, General 

Business 

Overlay 
Zoning 
District 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 

Land Area:   Existing: 0.34 acres (14,810 ft2) 
Proposed: 0.34 acres (14,810 ft2) (No change) 

Dwelling Units: Existing: 0 
Proposed: 0 

 
Minimum Lot Area/Unit: Required: 1,000 ft2/ unit (single story hotel or motel) 

2,000 ft2/ unit (two/three story hotel or motel) 
Proposed: N/A 

Min. Floor Area /Unit: Required: N/A  
Proposed: N/A  

Max. Total Floor Area: Required: N/A 

Zoning Compliance Summary | Final Site Plan Review – 33588 Woodward | January 18th, 2018 
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Proposed: N/A 

Min. Open Space: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Max. Lot Coverage: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Front Setback: Required: N/A  
Proposed: 62 ft.  

Side Setbacks Required: 0 ft. from interior side lot line 
10 ft. from side lot line abutting a single family district 

Proposed: No changes proposed (0 ft. to the North, 52 ft. to the 
south existing) 
 

Rear Setback: Required: 10 ft. where abutting P, B1, B2, B2B, B2C, B3, B4, O1, O2 
20 ft. when adjacent to a residential zoning district 

Proposed: No changes proposed (10 ft. existing) 

Min. Front+Rear Setback Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

 
Max. Bldg. Height: Permitted: 30 ft., 2 stories 

Proposed: No changes proposed (18 ft., 1 story existing) 

Min. Eave Height: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Floor-Ceiling Height: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Front Entry: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Absence of Bldg. Façade: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Opening Width: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Parking: Required: 8 spaces 
Proposed: No changes proposed (17 spaces existing) 

Min. Parking Space Size: Required: 180 ft2 

Zoning Compliance Summary | Final Site Plan Review – 33588 Woodward | January 18th, 2018 
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Proposed: No changes proposed (180 ft2 existing) 

Parking in Frontage: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Loading Area: Required: 1 (40 x 12 x 14) 
Proposed: No changes proposed (1 existing) 

Screening:   
  

Parking: Required: 32 in. masonry screen wall 
Proposed: N/A  

Loading: Required: N/A 
Proposed: N/A 

Rooftop Mechanical: Required: Full screening to compliment the building 
Proposed: No changes proposed (6 ft. 2 in. screen wall existing) 

 
Elect. Transformer: Required: Fully screened from public view 

Proposed: N/A 

Dumpster: Required: 6 ft. high capped masonry wall with wooden gates 
Proposed: No changes proposed (6 ft. brick screen wall existing) 

 

Zoning Compliance Summary | Final Site Plan Review – 33588 Woodward | January 18th, 2018 
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 

DATE: January 9, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Special Event Application 
Michigan Parkinson Foundation (MPF) 

Attached is a special event application submitted by the Michigan Parkinson Foundation 
requesting permission to hold “I Gave My Sole for Parkinson’s” walkathon, on Saturday, May 19, 
2018.  The event will begin and end at the Seaholm High School football field.  The walkers will 
utilize the neighborhood sidewalks around Seaholm.  The event begins at 9:00 AM and ends at 
1:00 PM.  Set-up for the event is Saturday, May 19th between 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM, with tear-
down on Saturday, May 19th between 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM.  

Due to safety concerns expressed by the City Commission after last year’s walkathon, changes 
were made to the special event application procedure. 

The application now prominently states on the cover sheet, on the first page of the application, 
and in several other spots: 
Events utilizing City sidewalks and/or streets must meet with the Police Department 
Special Events officer prior to submitting a special event application. 

Section VI. Policies and Procedures, paragraph 5, of the application further elaborates: 
The applicant is required to meet with the Police Department’s Special Event officer 
in advance of application submission to discuss the proposed event regarding 
run/walk route, proposed road closures (if any), use of intersections/ 
sidewalks/streets, number of Police and/or volunteers needed, and potential costs 
if City safety personnel are needed. 

In addition, as requested by the City Commission, “day of event” contact information is required 
to be included in the Special Event Request Notification Letter. 

In compliance with the new procedure the applicant met with Commander Grewe to review the 
proposed route, after which suggested changes were made to the route and are reflected on 
the application.  The application has been circulated to affected departments and approvals and 
comments have been noted.   
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The following events are planned to be held in May and do not pose a conflict with the 
proposed event. 
 
Event Name Date Location 
Farmers Market Sundays Lot 6 
Art Birmingham  May 11-13 Shain Park 
Birmingham Ice Show May 6 Ice Arena 
Hometown Parade May 20 Downtown area 
 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by the Michigan Parkinson’s Foundation requesting permission 
to hold “I Gave My Sole for Parkinson’s”, a 5K walkathon, on Saturday, May 19, 2018, 
contingent upon compliance with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees 
and, further pursuant to any minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by 
administrative staff at the time of the event. 
 

































01/11/2018

Ralph C. Wilson Agency, Inc

Box 5069
Southfield MI 48086-5069

Lisa Case
(248)355-1414 (248)304-0877

lisac@rcwa.net

Michigan Parkinson Foundation
30400 Telegraph Road
Suite 150
Bingham Farms MI 48025

Selective Insurance Company of America 12572
Accident Fund Insurance Company of America 10166

18/19 Master

A S2198583 01/14/2018 01/14/2019

1,000,000
100,000
15,000
1,000,000
3,000,000
3,000,000

A S2198583 01/14/2018 01/14/2019

1,000,000

A
0

S2198583 01/14/2018 01/14/2019
1,000,000
1,000,000

B WCV8003224 01/14/2018 01/14/2019
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

RE: I Gave My Sole for Parkinson's Walk-A-Thon & 5K Run - Seaholm High School, Birmingham; May 19, 2018
Certificate holder is added as Additional Insured (General Liability) with respect as per written contract/agreement.

City of Birmingham
151 Martin Street

Birmingham MI 48012

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

INSURER F :

INSURER E :

INSURER D :

INSURER C :

INSURER B :

INSURER A :

NAIC #

NAME:
CONTACT

(A/C, No):
FAX

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

PRODUCER

(A/C, No, Ext):
PHONE

INSURED

REVISION NUMBER:CERTIFICATE NUMBER:COVERAGES

IMPORTANT:  If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.  THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

OTHER:

(Per accident)

(Ea accident)

$

$

N / A

SUBR
WVD

ADDL
INSD

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

$

$

$

$PROPERTY DAMAGE

BODILY INJURY (Per accident)

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

AUTOS ONLY

AUTOSAUTOS ONLY
NON-OWNED

SCHEDULEDOWNED

ANY AUTO

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

Y / N
WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory in NH)

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below
If yes, describe under

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE

$

$

$

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

ER
OTH-

STATUTE
PER

LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EXP

(MM/DD/YYYY)
POLICY EFF

POLICY NUMBERTYPE OF INSURANCELTR
INSR

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

EXCESS LIAB

UMBRELLA LIAB $EACH OCCURRENCE

$AGGREGATE

$

OCCUR

CLAIMS-MADE

DED RETENTION $

$PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG

$GENERAL AGGREGATE

$PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

$MED EXP (Any one person)

$EACH OCCURRENCE
DAMAGE TO RENTED

$PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

POLICY
PRO-
JECT LOC

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

CANCELLATION

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ACORD 25 (2016/03)
© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

HIRED
AUTOS ONLY



  
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by JAN 8, 2018  DATE OF EVENT:  MAY 19, 2018 
  

DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 

PERMITS 
REQUIRED 

(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 

ESTIMATED 
COSTS 

(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 

not be issued if 
unpaid.) 

ACTUAL 
COSTS 

(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 

after the event) 

 
PLANNING 

101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 

 

SC No concerns from Planning. None $0 $0 

BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 

248.530.1850 
MM No Building Department Involvement None $0  

FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 

248.530.1900 
JMC   $0  

POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 

248.530.1870 
SG Personnel  $320  

PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 

248.530.1642 
CL Covers trash clean up and trash 

receptacles if needed.  $50  

ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 

248.530.1839 
A.F. Approved None $0 $0 

SP+ PARKING A.F. Not forwarded to SP+ (Staging at H.S.) None $0 $0 

DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 

                  EVENT NAME “I GAVE MY SOLE” FOR PARKINSON’S 5K 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #18-00011181  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: FEB 12, 2018 



INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 

CA INSURANCE WILL NEED TO BE 
UPDATED PRIOR TO EVENT DATE NONE $0 $0 

CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 

248.530.1803 
 

Notification letters to be mailed by 
applicant no later than 1/27/18. 
Notification addresses on file in the 
Clerk’s Office.  Evidence of required 
insurance must be on file with the Clerk’s 
Office no later than 5/3/18. 
 

Applications for 
vendors license must 
be submitted no later 
than 5/3/18. 

$165 (pd) 
 

 
 
 

    

TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED 
 

$370 

ACTUAL 
COST 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rev. 1/9/18 
h:\shared\special events\- general information\approval page.doc 

FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 
Actual Cost     
 
Due/Refund    
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 

DATE: January 22, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Special Event Application 
Breathe Deep Michigan 5K Walk 

Attached is a special event application submitted by the Lungevity Foundation requesting 
permission to hold Breathe Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 2, 2018.  The event 
will begin and end in Booth Park.   

Due to safety concerns expressed by the City Commission after last year’s Parkinson Foundation 
walkathon event, changes were made to the special event application procedure. The new 
procedure requires applicants utilizing City sidewalks and/or streets to meet with the Police 
Department Special Events officer prior to submitting a special event application. The standard 
application was revised to highlight the change in procedure. Although the Lungevity 
Foundation submitted the older application form, the new procedure was followed. Commander 
Grewe specified the details of his meeting with the applicant on the Department Approvals grid: 
“Must have sufficient volunteers to assist participants at intersections. Participants must obey all 
traffic laws and remain on the sidewalk. On duty officers to give extra patrol.” Please note that 
the Breathe Deep Michigan event is smaller by half than the Parkinson Foundation event. 

Steps have been taken to ensure that the new application form is readily available on the City’s 
website and through the Clerk’s Office. Applications on the old form will not be accepted 
moving forward. 

The application for Breathe Deep Michigan 5K Walk has been circulated to affected departments 
and approvals and comments have been noted.  

The following events are planned to be held in June and do not pose a conflict with the 
proposed event. 

Event Name Date Location 
Farmers Market Sundays Lot 6 
Village Fair May 31-June 

3 
Shain Park 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by the Lungevity Foundation requesting permission to hold 
Breathe Deep Michigan, a 5K walk, on Saturday, June 2, 2018, contingent upon compliance 
with all permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further pursuant to any 
minor modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the 
event. 
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CHICAGO OFFICE: 228 S. WABASH AVENUE, SUITE 700, CHICAGO, IL 60604   P: 312.407.6100  F: 312.464.0737 

BETHESDA OFFICE: 6917 ARLINGTON ROAD, SUITE 352, BETHESDA, MD 20814  P: 240.454.3100 F: 240.497.0034 

W: WWW.LUNGEVITY.ORG 

January 10, 2018 

OCCUPANT 
831 REDDING RD 
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 

The Birmingham City Code requires that we receive approval from the Birmingham 
City Commission to hold the following special event. The code further requires that 
we notify any property owners or business owners that may be affected by the 
special event of the date and time that the City Commission will consider our 
request so that an opportunity exists for comments prior to this approval. 

EVENT INFORMATION 
NAME OF EVENT: Breathe Deep Michigan Walk & Fun Run to End Lung Cancer 
LOCATION: Booth Park  
DATE OF EVENT: Saturday, June 2, 2018 
HOURS OF EVENT: 9AM–12PM   

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EVENT: Breathe Deep Michigan is a 5K walk and fun run to 
raise awareness and funds for lung cancer research, education, and support. 
Proceeds benefit LUNGevity Foundation. 

DATE OF SET-UP: June 2, 2018   HOURS OF SET-UP: 6–9AM   
DATE OF TEAR-DOWN: June 2, 2018 HOURS OF TEAR-DOWN: 12-1PM 

DATE OF CITY COMMISSION MEETING: February 12, 2018 

The City Commission meets in room 205 of the Municipal Building at 151 Martin at 
7:30PM. A complete copy of the application to hold this special event is 
available for your review at the City Clerk’s Office (248-530-1880). Log on 
to www.bhamgov.org/events for a complete list of special events. 

EVENT ORGANIZER: LUNGevity Foundation  
ADDRESS: 228 S. Wabash, Suite 700, Chicago, IL 60604 
PHONE: 312-407-6100 
FOR QUESTIONS ON DAY OF EVENT, CONTACT: Katie Ginda, Manager of 
Grassroots Events, kginda@lungevity.org or 312-515-5218 

mailto:kginda@lungevity.org














ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR ADDL SUBR
LTR INSD WVD

PRODUCER CONTACT
NAME:

FAXPHONE
(A/C, No):(A/C, No, Ext):

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

INSURER A :

INSURED INSURER B :

INSURER C :

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

POLICY NUMBER POLICY EFF POLICY EXPTYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTEDCLAIMS-MADE OCCUR $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $
PRO-POLICY LOC PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGGJECT 

OTHER: $
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

$(Ea accident)

ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) $
OWNED SCHEDULED

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $AUTOS ONLY AUTOS
HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE

$AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)

$

OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE
CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $

DED RETENTION $
PER OTH-
STATUTE ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMITDESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

Y / N
N / A

(Mandatory in NH)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2016/03)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

$

$

$

$

$

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

LUNGE-1 OP ID: JB

01/18/2018

S. Wolf and Associates, Inc.
2338 W. Morse
Chicago, IL 60645
Polly Kosyla

773-754-0849

Wesco Insurance Company
HartfordLungevity Foundation

Barbara Netter
228 S. Wabash - Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60604

QBE Insurance

A X 1,000,000
X Y WPP1595388 00 10/10/2017 03/01/2018 100,000

5,000
1,000,000
3,000,000
3,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000A

WPP1595388 00 10/10/2017 03/01/2018

X X

X 4,000,000A
WUM1595399 00 10/10/2017 03/01/2018 4,000,000

10,000X
XB

83 WEC BV5230 02 05/20/2017 05/20/2018 1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

C PHH500019 10/01/2017 10/01/2018 Exess Med 25,000

PLEASE SEE NOTES

City of Birmingham
Booth Park
Old Woodward and Harmon
Birmingham, MI 48009

773-754-0849

Emp Ben.

Accident/Volunteer



Date
HOLDER CODE   
INSURED'S NAME

PAGE
NOTEPAD:

The City of Birmingham including all elected and appointed officials, all
employees and volunteers, all boards, commissions and/or authorities and
board members including employees and volunteers thereof is an additional
insured with respects to General Liability when required by written
contract or agreement, but solely with respect to that organizations
liability arising out of the named insured's
operations or premises owned by the named insured.
Event: Breathe Deep Michigan  Walk/Run on June 2, 2018 from 6AM-2PM with
400 participants.

2
Lungevity Foundation 01/18/2018

LUNGE-1
OP ID: JB









 

 

NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by January 12, 2018 DATE OF EVENT:  June 2, 2018 

DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 

PERMITS 
REQUIRED 

(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 

ESTIMATED 
COSTS 

(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 

not be issued if 
unpaid.)

ACTUAL 
COSTS 

(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 

after the event)

PLANNING 
101-000.000-634.0005 

248.530.1855 
SC No comments from Planning. N/A N/A $0 

BUILDING
101-000.000.634.0005 

248.530.1850 
MM Permit & Inspection for tents over 120 

sqft Tent permit required $100 per tent 

FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 

248.530.1900
JMC 

1. No Smoking in any tents or
canopy.  Signs to be posted.

2. All tents and Canopies must be
flame resistant with certificate on
site.

3. No open flame or devices
emitting flame, fire or heat in any
tents.  Cooking devices shall not
be permitted within 20 feet of the
tents.

4. Tents and Canopies must be
properly anchored for the
weather conditions, no stakes
allowed.

5. Clear Fire Department access of
12 foot aisles must be
maintained, no tents, canopies or
other obstructions in the access

$40 

DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 

 EVENT NAME Breathe Deep Michigan 5K - Lungevity 

LICENSE NUMBER #18-00011179 COMMISSION HEARING DATE: February 12, 2018 



aisle unless approved by the Fire 
Marshal. 

6. Pre-event site inspection
required.

7. A prescheduled inspection is
required for food vendors
through the Bldg. dept. prior to
opening.

8. All food vendors are required to
have an approved 5lbs. multi-
purpose (ABC) fire extinguisher
on site and accessible.

9. Cords, hoses, etc. shall be
matted to prevent trip hazards.

10. Exits must be clearly marked in
tents/structures with an occupant
load over 50 people.

11. Paramedics will respond from the
fire station as needed. Dial 911
for fire/rescue/medical
emergencies.

12. A permit is required for Fire
hydrant usage.

13. Do Not obstruct fire hydrants or
fire sprinkler connections on
buildings.

14. Provide protective barriers
between hot surfaces and the
public.

15. All cooking hood systems that
capture grease laden vapors
must have an approved
suppression system and a K fire
extinguisher in addition to the
ABC Extinguisher.

16. Suppression systems shall be
inspected, tested, and properly
tagged prior to the event.  All
Sprinkler heads shall be of the
155 degree Quick Response type
unless serving an area of high
heat and approved by the Fire



Marshal.  The suppression system 
shall have a continuous water 
supply as well as a secondary 
back up supply.  Activation of the 
suppression system will shut 
down the ride and cause 
illumination of the exits. 

POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 

248.530.1870
SG 

Must have sufficient volunteers to assist 
participates at intersections.  Participants 
must obey all traffic laws and remain on 
the sidewalk.  On duty officers to give 
extra patrol. 

$0 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 

248.530.1642 

Carrie Laird 
1/9/2018 

To cover for trash clean up and trash 
receptacles if needed. $50 

ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 

248.530.1839
A.F. Approved None $0 $0 

SP+ PARKING A.F. Emailed to SP+ 01/11/18 - - - 

INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 

CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 

248.530.1803 

Notification letters were mailed by 
applicant on 1/10/18. Notification 
addresses on file in the Clerk’s Office.  
Evidence of required insurance must be 
on file with the Clerk’s Office no later 
than 5/18/18. 

Applications for 
vendors license must 
be submitted no later 
than 5/18/18. 

$165 pd 

TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED 

$90.00 

ACTUAL 
COST 

CA         Insurance must be updated prior to the 
event and filed with the Clerk's Office.                 None $0



Rev. 1/22/18 
h:\shared\special events\- general information\approval page.doc 

FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 

Deposit paid ___________ 

Actual Cost   

Due/Refund  
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MEMORANDUM 
City Clerk’s Office 

DATE: January 26, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Special Event Request 
Celebrate Birmingham Hometown Parade 

Attached is a special event application submitted by the City of Birmingham requesting 
permission to hold the Celebrate Birmingham Hometown Parade & Party on Sunday, May 20, 
2018, in the downtown area and Shain Park.   

The parade staging area will be located on South Old Woodward, south of Frank.  Due to the 
Old Woodward paving project, the parade will deviate from its traditional route. To avoid Maple 
Rd. and S. Old Woodward north of Brown, the parade will travel north on Old Woodward, west 
on Brown, north on Pierce, west on Martin, and south on Bates, ending on the southwest side 
of Shain Park. This is the same route approved by the City Commission on February 27, 2017 in 
anticipation of the Old Woodward paving project taking place in the spring of 2017. 

The Parade announcers and Bloomfield Community Television will be set up on the sidewalk in 
front of the Martin St. entrance to the Municipal Building. 

Family activities in Shain Park will immediately follow the parade and continue until 4:00 PM. 

The application has been circulated to the affected departments and approvals and comments 
have been noted. 

The following events have either been approved by the Commission or are planned to be held 
in May and have not yet submitted an application.  These events do not pose a conflict with the 
proposed event. 

Event Name Date Location 
Farmers Market Sundays Lot 6 
Art Birmingham May 11-13 Shain Park 
Michigan Parkinson’s 
Walkathon 

May 19 Seaholm H.S. 
neighborhood 

Ice Show May 6 Ice Arena 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve a request submitted by the City of Birmingham to hold the Celebrate Birmingham 
Parade and party in Shain Park on Sunday, May 20, 2018, contingent upon compliance with all 
permit and insurance requirements and payment of all fees and, further, pursuant to any minor 
modifications that may be deemed necessary by administrative staff at the time of the event. 
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NOTE TO STAFF:  Please submit approval by 2/1/18  DATE OF EVENT: May 20, 2018  
  

DEPARTMENT APPROVED COMMENTS 

PERMITS 
REQUIRED 

(Must be obtained directly 
from individual 
departments) 

ESTIMATED 
COSTS 

(Must be paid two 
weeks prior to the 
event. License will 

not be issued if 
unpaid.) 

ACTUAL 
COSTS 

(Event will be 
invoiced by the 
Clerk’s office 

after the event) 

 
PLANNING 

101-000.000-634.0005 
248.530.1855 

 

BC/CA No comments/costs None $0 $0 

BUILDING 
101-000.000.634.0005 

248.530.1850 
MM No Building Department involvement  $0 $0 

FIRE 
101-000.000-634.0004 

248.530.1900 
JMC   $0 $0 

POLICE 
101-000.000.634.0003 

248.530.1870 
SG Street closure and personnel  $0 $0 

PUBLIC SERVICES 
101-000.000-634.0002 

248.530.1642 
Carrie Laird 

Includes Barricade placement and 
removal, and any setup or removal 
occurring on weekdays before and after 
event.  Does NOT include any costs 
occurring weekend of event.  If 
assistance is requested for weekend of 
the event, there will be additional costs. 

 $1,400  

ENGINEERING 
101-000.000.634.0002 

248.530.1839 
A.F. 

It should be noted that the intersection 
of Old Woodward and Brown will be 
under construction during this time.  The 
Engineering Department will coordinate 

None $0 $0 

DEPARTMENT APPROVALS 
 

                  EVENT NAME Celebrate Bham Hometown Parade/Party 
  
LICENSE NUMBER #18-00011187  COMMISSION HEARING DATE: February 12, 2018  



w/ contractor to ensure the intersection 
is cleanup as much as possible for that 
weekend 

SP+ PARKING A.F. Forwarded information to SP+ 01/26/18 None $0 $0 

INSURANCE 
248.530.1807 

CA City Event None $0 $0 

CLERK 
101-000.000-614.0000 

248.530.1803 
 

Notification letters mailed by applicant 
on 1/26/18. Notification addresses on file 
in the Clerk’s Office.  Evidence of 
required insurance must be on file with 
the Clerk’s Office no later than (city 
event). 
 

Applications for 
vendors license must 
be submitted no later 
than 5/4/18. 

$0 
(city event) 

 
$0 
 

    

TOTAL 
DEPOSIT 

REQUIRED 
 

$1,400.00 

ACTUAL 
COST 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rev. 2/4/18 
h:\shared\special events\- general information\approval page.doc 

FOR CLERK’S OFFICE USE 
 
Deposit paid ___________ 
 
Actual Cost     
 
Due/Refund    
 



MEMORANDUM 
Office of the City Manager 

DATE: January 25, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Tiffany J. Gunter, Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: Parking Validation Code Reader   

A recent opportunity to enhance internal control measures within the parking system has been 
identified.  Our parking management company currently prints validation passes outside of the 
parking access and revenue control system (PARCS).  The passes are created by printing a 
manually created QR code on generic business card stock from a desktop computer. These QR 
codes can only be generated by using a specific number pattern provided by the PARCS vendor. 
This process does create the potential for fraudulent activity given that there is no direct 
connection with the control system.  

SP+ has been following closely monitored procedures to minimize any errors or fraud in the 
system. The Office Manager, acting as the coupon administrator, is currently the only issuer of 
the QR codes and is the only individual that has been trained to create the passes.  After a QR 
code is created, a log is maintained with the date, company purchasing the coupons, and 
payments received (if necessary). SP+ requires signatures of the employees that delivered the 
coupons and signatures from the company representative that picked them up.  

Although these existing procedures help reduce the potential for risk, there are still ways to 
manipulate the system. Chiefly, there is no procedural method to verify how many QR codes 
are printed at any given time. This represents an audit risk that we recommend be mitigated 
immediately.  

The purchase and installation of a validation desktop coder will minimize this risk substantially. 
This coder will generate validation passes directly from the PARCS.  This will provide reliable 
accounting for all QR codes that are created by creating a permanent report that can be filed 
and audited for accuracy and completeness. Used in conjunction with current procedures, this 
would ensure that the proper revenue controls are in place.   

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To waive normal bid requirements for this sole source vendor and to authorize the purchase 
and installation of a Desktop Coder from Harvey Electronics for fiscal year 2017-2018 in the 
amount of $16,021.00 from account #585-538.001-971.0100 

1 
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MEMORANDUM 
IT Department 

DATE: January 23, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Eric Brunk, IT Manager 
Mark H. Clemence, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Replacement of Police Department Microfiche Reader 

The police department currently uses an obsolete microfiche reader that was purchased in 
1998.  That machine has been in decline and mostly unusable for the past eight months. 
Multiple vendors have failed to repair the unit and restore it to full working status as parts are 
no longer available for the unit.  

DSS Corporation reached out to its customer base to see if anyone had a spare unit that they 
would be willing to sell.  Jackson National Life Insurance has a machine (new in box) that they 
would be willing to part with at a discounted price and DSS would like to use that to replace our 
failing unit. 

The comparable price for new units with the same functions as our current unit range from 
$10,000 to $16,000.  Used units range from $2,800 to $8,000.   The unit that DSS found is new 
in box and was purchased as a backup unit but never installed.  They are asking a purchase 
price of $7,500. The normal retail price on the unit is $15,600.  The unit will be installed by DSS 
for no cost.  Funds are available in the IT Computer Maintenance account # 636-228.000-
933.0600 to provide for this purchase. 

We will not be purchasing the accompanying service agreement from Eastman Kodak Co., as 
we have an existing time and materials contract with DSS for system repairs. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To approve the purchase of a Kodak 2400DSV Plus digital microfilm printer/scanner/reader from 
DSS Corporation in the amount of $7,500, further to authorize this expenditure from IT 
Computer Maintenance account # 636-228.000-933.0600. 
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Birmingham Police Department 

Kodak 2400 DSV 
 

  Quote valid until 06/15/18 
 
 Qty                            Catalog #               Description                                         Unit Cost 
 
    1                         8452575                             Kodak Digital Microfilm 2400DSV Printer/Scanner 
                                                                                           
                                                                                            Above System Includes: 
                                                                           Kodak 2400 DSVMicrofilm Scanner 
                                                                           Cable 
                                                                           Prism Zoom Lens 23-50x  
                                                                           15A Film Carrier 
                                                                           Powerfilm application software 
                                                                            
                                           
                                                                                          Normal retail on this package: $15,600.00  
                                                                                                                            Your price: $ 7,500.00 
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

SERVICE AGREEMENT 
 

• Equipment Service Agreement provided by Eastman Kodak Co. per year main unit and carrier                     
$1,950.00                                                                                                 

 
• PM every six months with service contract 
 
• Parts, Labor and Travel included with service agreement 
 
• Service agreement not included in purchase price  
 
• Delivery, Installation and Training Provided by Kodak Included                                                                                                                   
 
 
Customer responsible for PC and Network Printer. 
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MEMORANDUM 
IT Department 

DATE: 02/05/2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Eric Brunk, IT Manager 

SUBJECT: ESRI Software License renewal  

The City of Birmingham has ArcGIS server and desktop software in community development 
purchased from ESRI, Inc. for the purpose of mapping and tracking city infrastructure and 
resources.  Licensing and maintance for this software is setup on a yearly renewal.  Our current 
software license and maintenance is up for renewal by the 7th of March 2018. 

We currently have 3 licenses of server, 5 licenses of Desktop and 7 licenses of arcpad that need 
to be renewed. 

Total cost for licenses and software maintenance from ESRI Inc. is $8950.00.  Funds are 
available in the GIS fund 636-228.000-973.0500 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
Authorize the IT department to purchase the licenses and maintenance for the ArcGIS software 
installed in Community Development total cost not to exceed $8950.00.  Funds are available in 
the IT GIS fund account # 636-228.000-973.0500 
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Subject: Renewal Quotation
Date: 02/04/2018

To: Eric Brunk 
Organization: City of Birmingham

Information Technology Dept
Fax #: 248-530-12855301885    Phone #: 248-530-1885 

From: Trina Isaacs
Fax #: 909-307-3083    Phone #: 888-377-4575 Ext. 2258
Email: tisaacs@esri.com

Number of pages transmitted Quotation #25823164    
(including this cover sheet): 4 Document Date: 12/06/2017

Please find the attached quotation for your forthcoming term. Keeping
your term current may entitle you to exclusive benefits, and if you choose
to discontinue your coverage, you will become ineligible for these valuable
benefits and services.

If your quote is regarding software maintenance renewal, visit the
following website for details regarding the maintenance program benefits
at your licensing level
http://www. esri.com/apps/products/maintenance/qualifying.cfm

All maintenance fees from the date of discontinuation will be due and
payable if you decide to reactivate your coverage at a later date.

Please note: Certain programs and license types may have varying
benefits. Complimentary User Conference registrations, software support,
and software and data updates are not included in all programs.

Customers who have multiple copies of certain Esri licenses may have the
option of supporting some of their licenses with secondary maintenance.

For information about the terms of use for Esri products as well as
purchase order terms and conditions, please visit
http://www. esri.com/legal/licensing/software-license.html

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Customer Service at 888-377-4575 option 5.

Esri Inc
380 New York Street
Redlands CA  92373



10 1   52384    3,000.00   3,000.00 
ArcGIS Desktop Advanced Concurrent Use Primary Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

1010 1   87194      700.00     700.00 
ArcGIS Desktop Basic Concurrent Use Primary Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

2010 3   87195      500.00   1,500.00 
ArcGIS Desktop Basic Concurrent Use Secondary Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

3010 2   109842     500.00   1,000.00 
ArcGIS for Server Workgroup Standard One Core Additional Migrated Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

4010 7   114511     250.00   1,750.00 

City of Birmingham
Information Technology Dept
PO Box 3001
P.O. Box 3001
Birmingham MI  48012-3001
Attn: Eric Brunk

[CSBATCHDOM]

_______________________________________________________________________
Quotation is valid for 90 days from document date.

Any estimated sales and/or use tax has been calculated as of the date of this quotation and is merely provided as a convenience for your

organization's budgetary purposes.  Esri reserves the right to adjust and collect sales and/or use tax at the actual date of invoicing.  If your

organization is tax exempt or pays state taxes directly, then prior to invoicing, your organization must provide Esri with a copy of a current

tax exemption certificate issued by your state's taxing authority for the given jurisdiction.

Esri may charge a fee to cover expenses related to any customer requirement to use a proprietary vendor management, procurement, or

invoice program.

Issued By: Trina Isaacs Ext: 2258

To expedite your order, please reference your customer number and this quotation number on your purchase order.

Send Purchase Orders To:
Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.
380 New York Street
Redlands, CA 92373-8100

Attn: Trina Isaacs
Please include the following remittance address
on your Purchase Order:

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.
P.O. Box 741076
Los Angeles, CA 90074-1076

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Date: 12/06/2017        Quotation Number: 25823164 Contract Number: 318946           

380 New York Street

Redlands, CA 92373

Phone: 888-377-45752258

Fax #: 909-307-3083

Customer Number: 151933
For questions regarding this document, please contact Customer Service at 888-377-4575.

Quotation

_______________________________________________________________________________



ArcPad Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

5010 1   109845   1,000.00   1,000.00 
ArcGIS for Server Workgroup Standard Up to Two Cores Migrated Maintenance
Start Date:  03/07/2018
End  Date:  03/06/2019

       Item Subtotal     8,950.00 
       Estimated Tax         0.00 

          Total USD     8,950.00 
DUNS/CEC: 06-313-4175  CAGE: 0AMS3

[CSBATCHDOM]

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Page 2

Date: 12/06/2017        Quotation Number: 25823164 Contract Number: 318946           

380 New York Street

Redlands, CA 92373

Phone: 888-377-45752258

Fax #: 909-307-3083

Quotation



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE AN INVOICE FOR THIS MAINTENANCE QUOTE YOU MAY DO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
    RESPOND TO THIS EMAIL WITH YOUR AUTHORIZATION TO INVOICE
    SIGN BELOW AND FAX TO 909-307-3083
    FAX YOUR PURCHASE ORDER TO 909-307-3083
    EMAIL YOUR PURCHASE ORDER TO Service@esri.com
REQUESTS VIA EMAIL OR SIGNED QUOTE INDICATE THAT YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO OBLIGATE FUNDS FOR YOUR
ORGANIZATION AND THAT YOUR ORGANIZATION DOES NOT REQUIRE A PURCHASE ORDER.

If there are any changes required to your quotation please respond to this email and indicate any changes in your invoice
authorization.

If you choose to discontinue your support, you will become ineligible for support benefits and services.  All maintenance fees
from the date of discontinuation will be due and payable if you decide to reactivate your support coverage at a later date.

The items on this quotation are subject to and governed by the terms of this quotation, the most current product specific
scope of use document found at http://www.esri.com/~/media/Files/Pdfs/legal/pdfs/e300.pdf and your signed agreement
with Esri, if applicable. If no such agreement covers any item, then Esri's standard terms and conditions and product specific
scope of use, found at http://www.esri.com/legal/software-license apply to your purchase of that item. Federal government
entities and government prime contractors authorized under FAR 51.1 may purchase under the terms of Esri's GSA Federal
Supply Schedule. Acceptance of this quotation is limited to the terms of this Quotation. State and local government entities
in California or Maryland buying under the State Contract are also subject to the terms and conditions found at
http://www.esri.com/legal/supplemental-terms-and-conditions. Esri objects to and expressly rejects any different or
additional terms contained in any purchase order, offer, or confirmation sent to or to be sent by buyer. All terms of this
quotation will be incorporated into and become part of any additional agreement regarding Esri's offerings.

In order to expedite processing, please reference the quotation number and any/all applicable Esri contract number(s) (e.g.
MPA, ELA, SmartBuy ,GSA, BPA) on your ordering document.

By signing below, you are authorizing Esri to issue a software support invoice in the amount of
USD__________________ plus sales tax, if applicable.

Please check one of the following:

_____ I agree to pay any applicable sales tax.

_____ I am tax exempt. Please contact me if Esri does not have my current exempt information on file.

________________________________________      _________________________
Signature of Authorized Representative         Date

________________________________________      _________________________
Name (Please Print)                            Title

[CSBATCHDOM]

Item Qty Material#                 Unit Price Extended Price
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Page 3

Date: 12/06/2017   Quotation No: 25823164    Customer No: 151933    Contract No: 318946           

380 New York Street

Redlands, CA 92373

Phone: 888-377-45752258

Fax #: 909-307-3083

Quotation



MEMORANDUM 

Finance Department 

DATE: February 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Kathryn Burrick, Senior Accountant 
Mark Gerber, Director of Finance/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Public Services Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Contract

The 2017-2018 CDBG application was approved by the City Commission on December 5, 2016.  
At the time, the funding was anticipated to be spent as follows:  $3,300 for Senior Services, 
$6,306 for Yard Services, and $22,414 for minor home repair.  Subsequently, the City was 
notified that there was additional funding available.  On the November 13, 2017, Commission 
Meeting, the City Commission approved the following allocation of funds which incorporated the 
additional grant funds:  $3,300 for Senior Services, $6,017 for Yard Services, and $37,268 for 
minor home repair.  On December 22, 2017, Oakland County authorized spending of the 2017-
2018 CDBG grant (see attached letter). 

The Minor Home Repair grant provides assistance for improving permanent residential 
structures.  The Yard Services grant provides assistance for lawn cutting, tree trimming, spring 
and fall yard clean-up, gutter cleaning, snow removal, leaf removal and salting.  Senior 
Outreach Services provides referral services for items such as home delivered meals, income tax 
assistance, medical counseling and legal assistance.  Competitive bidding for these public 
services was required.   

On Friday, July 21, 2017, sealed bid proposals entitled, “CDBG Bid Proposal” were opened and 
read.  The request for proposal (RFP) was advertised in the Observer & Eccentric Newspaper on 
July 9, 2017, posted outside of the City Clerk’s Office and sent to three potential agencies using 
a Public Service Directory as provided by Oakland County.  The department received one bid as 
follows: 

Agency  
NEXT (formerly BASCC) Bid Received 
Oakland Livingston Human Services Agency (OLHSA) No bid received 
Community Services of Oakland (CSO) No bid received 

The bid was evaluated on a point rating system as required by Oakland County’s procurement 
guidelines.  This system allows the decision to be based on the best service provider.  The 
criteria and points rating system was established before the RFP was issued and all potential 
bidders were informed of this process.   
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In evaluating the bid, NEXT received an average point score of 99.50 based on NEXT’s past 
experience with the City, availability of qualified personnel, capability, and familiarity with the 
CDBG program.  Currently NEXT is administering the City’s 2016-2017 CDBG Yard Service, 
Senior Outreach Service program, and Minor Home Repair.   

It is recommended that the Public Services Contract be awarded to NEXT for the 2017-2018 
Program Year with an ending contract date of December 31, 2018 which is the maximum 1.5 
year contract date allowable by Oakland County.  This will allow NEXT until December 31, 2018 
to expend their grant balance. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To award the 2017-2018 Public Services contract totaling $46,585 for Minor Home Repair, Yard 
Services and Senior Outreach Services to NEXT under the Community Development Block Grant 
Program; and further, to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract on behalf of the City. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Finance Department 

DATE: February 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Mark Gerber, Finance Director/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Police Department Entrance ADA Retrofit Contract Award 

On the Pierce Street side of city hall there is an ADA ramp that leads to the police department 
entrance.  Currently, the exterior door as well as the interior door which leads into the police 
department lobby area does not meet ADA requirements.  To address this, the City has 
allocated funding from the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program for this 
project.  Funding from two program years totaling $33,322 is available. 

The City posted an RFP in September 2017 on MITN to replace the exterior door, equip the 
exterior and interior doors with automatic openers suitable to meet ADA requirements, and 
install hand rails.  The scope of work requires that the door be replaced with a replica of the 
existing door in materials, style, and color.  The City hosted a pre-bid meeting in October 2017 
for companies to examine the current layout and ask any questions they may have.  There were 
five companies which attended the pre-bid meeting.  On November 2, 2017, one bid was 
received from Meridian Contracting Group totaling $51,156. 

There are a couple of reasons why there was only one bid.  First, during the pre-bid meeting, 
several of the contractors had concerns about replicating the door.  They were not sure they 
could find a vendor who could manufacture a door to our specifications.  Second, the CDBG 
program is a federal grant which requires additional forms to be completed and compliance with 
regulations such as the Davis Bacon Act which stipulates how much you have to pay different 
trades of workers.  Many contractors are not aware of these requirements until we go over all 
of that at the pre-bid meeting. 

Replicating the door is a major factor in the price of the bid.  Because city hall is a historic 
building, we have to replace it with like materials if we are using CDBG funds.  The door is a 
solid oak door which will be very expensive to customize.  The door needs to be replaced 
because it is very old, warped and does not close well without significant effort.  This makes it 
unsuitable for use with automated openers. 

The sole bidder has experience in CDBG projects and is familiar with the wage and reporting 
requirements with the Davis Bacon Act.  He appears very knowledgeable about the door and 
from where to source it.   

If the contract is approved, the City would have to contribute $17,834 towards the project.  No 
other CDBG funds are currently available for this project unless a public hearing is conducted to 
re-program funds from minor home repair.     
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Suggested Resolution:  To award the Birmingham Police Department Main Entrance ADA 
Retrofit contract to Meridian Contracting Group in the amount of $51,156 charged to account 
number 248-690.000-836.0100 for $33,322 and 101-265.001-977.0000 for $17,834; further to 
have the Mayor and City Clerk sign the contract on behalf of the city; and further to approve 
the appropriation and amendment to the General and Community Development Block Grant 
Funds as follows: 
 
General Fund: 
Revenues 
Draw from Fund Balance          101-000.000-401.0000  $17,834 
 
Expenditures 
City Hall and Grounds 
   Buildings    101-265.001-977.0000  $17,834 
 
Community Block Grant Fund: 
Revenues 
Federal Grants    248-000.000-503.0000  $33,322 
 
Expenditures 
Barrier Free Improvements  248-690.000-836.0100  $33,322 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

For Birmingham Police Department Main Entrance ADA Compliance Retrofit   
Sealed proposals endorsed “Birmingham Police Department Main Entrance ADA Compliance 
Retrofit”, will be received at the Office of the City Clerk, 151 Martin Street, PO Box 3001, 
Birmingham, Michigan, 48012; until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, November 2, 2017, after which time bids 
will be publicly opened and read.  
 
Bidders will be required to attend a mandatory pre-bid meeting on Thursday, October 19, 2017 
at 9:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, 151 Martin Street, Birmingham, MI  48009 in Conference 
Room 202 and 203.  Bidders must register for the pre-bid meeting by Tuesday, October 17, 
2017 by contacting Carlos Jorge at (248) 530-1882. 
  
The City of Birmingham, Michigan is accepting sealed bid proposals from qualified firms to provide all 
materials and labor to replace one (1) Exterior wood door, to install a handrail and two (2) ADA 
Compliance Door Operators at the Birmingham Police Department Entrance. This work must be 
performed as specified accordance with the specifications contained in the Request For Proposals 
(RFP).   
This is a Federally Funded project. 
The Contractor and Subcontractors on this project must comply with HUD contract provisions 
24CFR part 85.36(i), the Davis-Bacon Act, Nondiscrimination, Equal Employment Opportunity, 
Affirmative Action, Section 3 requirements, Anti-Kickback Act, Federal Occupational Safety 
and Health Act and Department of Labor Standards and Regulations as set forth in the 
Contract Bid Documents.  This municipality is an equal opportunity employer, businesses 
owned by women or minorities are strongly encouraged to bid. 
  
The RFP, including the Specifications and required federal documents, may be obtained online from 
the Michigan Inter-governmental Trade Network at http://www.mitn.info or from the contact person 
listed below.   
 
The acceptance of any proposal made pursuant to this invitation shall not be binding upon the City 
until an agreement has been executed. 

Submitted to MITN:  September 26, 2017 
Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting: Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
     Birmingham Municipal Building 
     151 Martin Street, Birmingham, MI 48009 
                                       Conference Room # 202/203 
     (Please register by 10/17/2017) 
Deadline for Questions:  Thursday, October 26, 2017 
Deadline for Submissions: 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 2, 2017 
Contact Person:   Carlos Jorge, Building Superintendent 
     P.O. Box 3001, 151 Martin Street 
     Birmingham, MI 48012-3001 
     Phone: (248) 530-1882 
                                                   Email: cjorge@bhamgov.org
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Contents 
INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................... 3 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) ........................................................................................... 3 

MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING ........................................................................................... 4 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL ................................................................................. 4 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS ................................................................................................... 4 

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS ....................................................................................................... 5 

EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA ......................................................................... 6 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ........................................................................................................ 6 

CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES ...................................................................................... 7 

CITY RESPONSIBILITY .............................................................................................................. 8 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES ..................................................................................................... 8 

INSURANCE .................................................................................................................................. 9 

CONTINUATION OF COVERAGE ............................................................................................. 9 

EXECUTION OF CONTRACT ..................................................................................................... 9 

INDEMNIFICATION..................................................................................................................... 9 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST ........................................................................................................... 9 

EXAMINATION OF PROPOSAL MATERIALS ......................................................................... 9 

PROJECT TIMELINE .................................................................................................................. 10 

SCOPE OF WORK ....................................................................................................................... 10 

ATTACHMENT A - AGREEMENT ........................................................................................... 13 

ATTACHMENT B - BIDDER’S AGREEMENT ........................................................................ 20 

ATTACHMENT C - COST PROPOSAL .................................................................................... 21 

ATTACHMENT D - IRAN SANCTIONS ACT VENDOR CERTIFICATION FORM……..20 
ATTACHMENT E - OAKLAND COUNTY CDBG CONTRACTOR INFORMATION FORM
....................................................................................................................................................... 23 

ATTACHMENT F - REQUIRED FEDERAL FORMS ............................................................... 24 

2 
 



 
 

INTRODUCTION  
For purposes of this request for proposals the City of Birmingham will hereby be 
referred to as “City” and the private firm will hereby be referred to as “Contractor.” 
 
The City of Birmingham, Michigan is accepting sealed bid proposals from qualified firms 
to provide all materials and labor to replace one (1) Exterior wood door, to install a 
handrail and two (2) ADA Compliance Door Operators at the Birmingham Police 
Department Entrance. This work must be performed as specified accordance with the 
specifications outlined by the Scope of Work contained in this Request For Proposals 
(RFP).     
 
During the evaluation process, the City reserves the right where it may serve the City’s 
best interest to request additional information or clarification from proposers, or to allow 
corrections of errors or omissions. At the discretion of the City, firms submitting 
proposals may be requested to make oral presentations as part of the evaluation.  
 
This is a Federally Funded project. 
 
The Contractor and Subcontractors on this project must comply with HUD contract 
provisions 24CFR part 85.36(i), the Davis-Bacon Act, Nondiscrimination, Equal 
Employment Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Section 3 requirements, Anti-Kickback Act, 
Federal Occupational Safety and Health Act and Department of Labor Standards and 
Regulations as set forth in the Contract Bid Documents.  This municipality is an equal 
opportunity employer, businesses owned by women or minorities are strongly 
encouraged to bid. 
 
It is anticipated the selection of a firm will be completed in early April 2018.  An 
Agreement for services will be required with the selected Contractor.  A copy of the 
Agreement is contained herein for reference.  Contract services will commence upon 
execution of the service agreement by the City. 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
The purpose of this Request for Proposals (RFP) is to request sealed bids from 
qualified parties presenting their qualifications, capabilities, and costs to provide all 
materials and labor to replace one (1) Exterior wood door, to install a handrail and two 
(2) ADA Compliance Door Operators at the Birmingham Police Department Entrance.  
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MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING 
Prior to submitting a bid, interested firms are required to attend a pre-bid meeting to 
conduct an on-site visit of the location and access to the existing equipment and to 
make inquiries about the RFP. The mandatory pre-bid meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference Room # 202/203 of the City 
of Birmingham located at 151 Martin Street, Birmingham, MI 48009.  Bidders are 
requested to register for the pre-bid meeting by Tuesday, October 17, 2017 by 
contacting Carlos Jorge at 248-530-1882. 
 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL 
Proposals shall be submitted no later than 2:00 p.m., on Thursday, November 2, 2017 
to: 

City of Birmingham 
Attn: City Clerk 

151 Martin Street 
Birmingham, Michigan  48009 

 
One (1) original and one (1) copy of the proposal shall be submitted.  The proposal 
should be firmly sealed in an envelope, which shall be clearly marked on the outside, 
“Birmingham Police Department Main Entrance ADA Compliance Retrofit”.  Any 
proposal received after the due date cannot be accepted and will be rejected and 
returned, unopened, to the proposer.  Proposer may submit more than one proposal 
provided each proposal meets the functional requirements. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 
1. Any and all forms requesting information from the bidder must be completed on the 

attached forms contained herein (see Contractor’s Responsibilities).  If more than 
one bid is submitted, a separate bid proposal form must be used for each. 

 
2. Any request for clarification of this RFP shall be made in writing and delivered to: 

Carlos Jorge, Building Superintendent, City of Birmingham, 151 Martin Street, 
Birmingham, MI 48009 or cjorge@bhamgov.org.   Such requests for clarification 
shall be delivered, in writing, no later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, October 26, 2017.   

 
3. All proposals must be submitted following the RFP format as stated in this document 

and shall be subject to all requirements of this document including the instruction to 
respondents and general information sections. All proposals must be regular in 
every respect and no interlineations, excisions, or special conditions shall be made 
or included in the RFP format by the respondent.  

 
4. The contract will be awarded by the City of Birmingham to the most responsive and 

responsible bidder with the lowest price and the contract will require the completion 
of the work pursuant to these documents. 
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5. Each respondent shall include in his or her proposal, in the format requested, the 
cost of performing the work. Municipalities are exempt from Michigan State Sales 
and Federal Excise taxes.  Do not include such taxes in the proposal figure.  The 
City will furnish the successful company with tax exemption information when 
requested.   

 
6. Each respondent shall include in their proposal the following information:  Firm 

name, address, city, state, zip code, telephone number, and fax number. The 
company shall also provide the name, address, telephone number and e-mail 
address of an individual in their organization to whom notices and inquiries by the 
City should be directed as part of their proposal. 

 

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
This is a Federally Funded project.   The selected Contractor and Subcontractors on 
this project must comply with HUD contract provision 24CFR part 85.36(i), the Davis-
Bacon Act, Nondiscrimination, Equal Employment Opportunity, Affirmative Action, 
Section 3 requirements, Anti-Kickback Act, Federal Occupational Safety and Health Act 
and Department of Labor Standards and Regulations as set forth in the Contract Bid 
Documents. This municipality is an equal opportunity employer, businesses owned by 
women or minorities are strongly encouraged to bid.  
 
Once a bidder has been selected for this project, there are federal documents that must 
be filled out correctly.   
 
The federal documents which convey the minimum wage rates that must be paid to 
Laborers and Mechanics, as well as, other federal requirements for this project are 
included as an attachment to this bid. 
  
The following federal forms and guidelines must be completed by the successful bidder: 
 

1. “Notice To All Employees” SIGN (WH1321) 
2. Agreement of the Prime Contractor 
3. Contractor Certification 
4. Sub-Contractor Certification 
5. Certified Payroll Form (WH-347) 
6. Statement of Compliance (WH-348) 
7. Payroll Reporting 
8. Employee Interview form 
9. *Davis Bacon Prevailing Wage Decision 
10. HUD 4010 Labor Relations letter 
11. EEO 11246 
12. Section 3 Requirements 
13. Ethnic Ownership Report 
14. HUD Contract Provisions 
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15. Bonding Requirements 
16. Sworn Statement 
17. Waiver 
18. Labor Standards Compliance Requirements for Self-Employed                                                                                                                                                                

Laborers & Mechanics 
19. Section 3 Vicinity Hiring 
20. Section 3 Income Certification Form 

 
Note: *The wage decision does not include an expiration date, but may be modified 
or superseded prior to the Bid Opening Date.   
  
Ten days prior to the Bid Opening Date, the City of Birmingham will verify the Wage 
Decision is still current. 
 

EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA 
The evaluation panel will consist of City staff and any other person(s) designated by the 
City who will evaluate the proposals based on, but not limited to, the following criteria: 
 

1. Ability to provide services as outlined in the Scope of Work (p. 8). 
2. Related experience with similar projects, Contractor background, and 

personnel qualifications. 
3. Overall Costs. 
4. References. 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
1. The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received, waive 

informalities, or accept any proposal, in whole or in part, it deems best.  The City 
reserves the right to award the contract to the next most qualified Contractor if the 
successful Contractor does not execute a contract within ten (10) days after the 
award of the proposal. 
 

2. The City reserves the right to request clarification of information submitted and to 
request additional information of one or more Contractors. 

 
3. The City reserves the right to terminate the contract at its discretion should it be 

determined that the services provided do not meet the specifications contained 
herein.  The City may terminate this Agreement at any point in the process upon 
notice to Contractor sufficient to indicate the City’s desire to do so.  In the case of 
such a stoppage, the City agrees to pay Contractor for services rendered to the time 
of notice, subject to the contract maximum amount.   

 
4. Any proposal may be withdrawn up until the date and time set above for the opening 

of the proposals.  Any proposals not so withdrawn shall constitute an irrevocable 
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offer, for a period of ninety (90) days, to provide the services set forth in the 
proposal. 

 
5. The cost of preparing and submitting a proposal is the responsibility of the 

Contractor and shall not be chargeable in any manner to the City. 
 

6.  A bid bond or certified check is required for all contracts and shall be provided by 
the bidder at the time of the bid and submitted with the bid.  The amount of the bid 
bond shall be five percent (5%) of the total amount of the bid. 

     If a contractor fails to deliver the required bonds, the bid will be rejected. 
 

 
7. Payment will be made within thirty (30) days after invoice.  Acceptance by the City is 

defined as authorization by the designated City representative to this project that all 
the criteria requested under the Scope of Work contained herein have been 
provided.  Ten percent (10%) of the total contract amount shall be withheld until the 
project is completed and has passed all necessary inspections. 
 

8. The Contractor will not exceed the timelines established for the completion of this 
project. 
 

9. The successful bidder shall enter into and will execute the contract as set forth and 
attached as Attachment A. 

 
10. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond in an amount 

not less than 100% of the contract price in favor of the City of Birmingham, 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract, and completion on or 
before the date specified. 

 

CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
Each bidder shall provide the following as part of their proposal: 
 
1. Complete and sign all forms requested for completion within this RFP. 

a. Bidder’s Agreement (Attachment B - p. 18) 
b. Cost Proposal (Attachment C - p. 19) 
c. Agreement A (p. 11 - only if selected by the City). 
d. Iran Sanctions Vendors (Attachment D – p. 20) 
e. Federal forms identified under Federal Requirement Section specified on 

page 5  (Attachment F – only if selected by the City) 
f. Contractor Information Form (Attachment E – p. 20 – only if selected by 

the City) to bring to the pre-construction meeting prior to the signing of the 
contract. 

 
2. Provide a description of the firm, including resumes and professional 

qualifications of the principals involved in administering the project. 
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3. Provide a description of completed projects that demonstrate the firm’s ability to 

complete projects of similar scope, size, and purpose, and in a timely manner, 
and within budget. 

 
4. Provide a written plan detailing the anticipated timeline for completion of the 

tasks set forth in the Scope of Work (p. 9).  Include information about which staff 
members and/or sub-contractors will be responsible for each task and the time 
required to complete each task. 

 
5. Provide a list of sub-contractors and their qualifications, if applicable. 
 
6. Provide three (3) client references from past projects, including current phone 

numbers.  At least two (2) of the client references should be for projects of a 
similar size and scope. 
 

7. The Contractor will be responsible for the disposal of all material and any 
damages which occur as a result of any of employees or subcontractors of the 
Contractor during this project. 
 

8. The successful bidder shall provide a Performance Bond in an amount not less 
than 100% of the contract price in favor of the City of Birmingham, conditioned 
upon the faithful performance of the contract, and completion on or before the 
date specified. 
 

9. Provide a project timeline addressing each section within the Scope of Work and 
a description of the overall project approach.  Include a statement that the 
Contractor will be available according to the proposed timeline. 
 
 

10. The contractor will be responsible for acquiring a building permit and call for the 
inspection from the City of Birmingham, if applicable. 

 

CITY RESPONSIBILITY 
The City will provide a designated representative to work with the Contractor to 
coordinate activities and to inspect and verify any work performed by the Contractor.   
 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 
The successful bidder agrees to certain dispute resolution avenues/limitations.  Please 
refer to paragraph 17 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details and 
what is required of the successful bidder.        
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INSURANCE 
The successful bidder is required to procure and maintain certain types of insurances.  
Please refer to paragraph 12 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

CONTINUATION OF COVERAGE 
The Contractor also agrees to provide all insurance coverages as specified.  Upon 
failure of the Contractor to obtain or maintain such insurance coverage for the term of 
the agreement, the City may, at its option, purchase such coverage and subtract the 
cost of obtaining such coverage from the contract amount.  In obtaining such coverage, 
Birmingham shall have no obligation to procure the most cost effective coverage but 
may contract with any insurer for such coverage. 
 

EXECUTION OF CONTRACT 
The bidder whose proposal is accepted shall be required to execute the contract and to 
furnish all insurance coverages as specified within ten (10) days after receiving notice of 
such acceptance.  Any contract awarded pursuant to any bid shall not be binding upon 
the City until a written contract has been executed by both parties.  Failure or refusal to 
execute the contract shall be considered an abandoned all rights and interest in the 
award and the contract may be awarded to another.  The successful bidder agrees to 
enter into and will execute the contract as set forth and attached as Attachment A. 
 

INDEMNIFICATION  
The successful bidder agrees to indemnify the City and various associated persons.  
Please refer to paragraph 13 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
The successful bidder is subject to certain conflict of interest requirements/restrictions.  
Please refer to paragraph 14 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

EXAMINATION OF PROPOSAL MATERIALS 
The submission of a proposal shall be deemed a representation and warranty by the 
Contractor that it has investigated all aspects of the RFP, that it is aware of the 
applicable facts pertaining to the RFP process and its procedures and requirements, 
and that it has read and understands the RFP.  Statistical information which may be 
contained in the RFP or any addendum thereto is for informational purposes only. 
 

9 
 



PROJECT TIMELINE 
It is expected work will begin no later than April 2018 and be completed within four (4) 
weeks. 
 
The Contractor will not exceed the timelines established for the completion of this 
project. 
 

SCOPE OF WORK 
The Contractor shall perform the following services in accordance with the requirements 
as defined and noted herein: 
 
Exterior East Police Entrance Wood Door: 

1) Exterior door must be a replica of the existing door and frame. 
2) Remove the door and the frame and save the hardware to be reused.  
3) Install the new door and frame makeing sure it matches to the existing wood door 

and color). 
4) Reinstall the hardware.   

 
Material Required:   

a) 1 Ea. Low Energy Power Operated Door Closer LCN 4642    Reg. 695 
b) 1 Ea. 4” Round Actuator Kit   8310-3856WS 
c) 1    Ea. 4” Round Actuator    8310-856 
d) 1     Ea. Wireless Receiver    8310-8 

 
Exterior Door ADA Installation: 

1. - Remove existing 4111 door closer from existing frame and door. 
2. - Install new ADA operator on push side of new door and frame. 
3. -Install actuators at locations per owner’s direction. 
4. -All low and high voltage wiring to be completed by contractor. 

 
Mode of Operation: 

Exit device will remain unlatched at all times allowing both actuators to activate the 
operator at all times. 

 
Handrail Installation:  

1) Handrail should be 1 ½” diameter Bronze Aluminum. 
2) Install a Bronze Aluminum Handrail to ADA compliance for the two steps               

between the exterior door and the interior door. (Vestibule)  
 
 

EAST VESTIBULE POLICE ENTRANCE 
Material Required:   

a) 1 Ea. Low Energy Power Operated Door Closer LCN 4642 Reg. 695 
b) 2Ea. Jamb Mounted Actuator 8310-818 
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Vestibule entrance door Installation: 
1)  Remove existing 4111 door closer from existing frame and door. 
2) Install new ADA operator push side to existing door and frame. 
3) Install actuators at locations per owner’s direction. 
4) Any existing fastener holes not covered by new hardware to be plugged / 

patched to match existing finish 
5) All low and high voltage wiring to be completed by contractor. 

Mode of Operation: 
 

During 24/7 hours exterior door will be unlocked. Actuators for ADA operator will be 
activated at all the time. 
 
ADA Operators are to be wired for sequential with time delay adjusted per        
manufacture suggested recommendation.  
 
During business hours the interior door will be unlock allowing the ADA         
operator to be activated by pushing either actuator for interior operator. Door can 
also be pushed or pulled open with strike energized for manual use.  
 
After normal business hours dispatch will secure opening by d-energizing electric 
strike to secure door thus deactivating the exterior vestibule actuator for interior 
operator. Interior actuator is always enabled. (Activating interior actuator will release 
electric strike and activate ADA operator) When dispatch chooses to allow entrance 
after hours by energizing electric strike the exterior vestibule actuator will be enabled 
allowing ADA activation if person chooses. Free egress is always allowed by turning 
mortise lock lever and using door manually.  
All relay to be installed by owners security contractor to activate/deactivate 
jamb actuators, by contacting Vigilante Security Alarm Systems Ron Ross at 
248-559-7100.  

  
 

ADA Special Closers: 
 

1) Where “Low Energy Power Operated Door” as defined by ANSI Standard 
A156.19 is indicated for doors required to be accessible to the disabled, provide 
electrically powered operators complying with the ADA requirements for opening 
force and time to close standards. 

 
2) Full closing force shall be provided when the power or assist cycle ends. 

 
 

3) Modular design, adjustments easily accessible from the front, UL listed for use on 
labeled doors. 

 
4) Shall have “Second Chance” function to accommodate momentary resistance, 

“Breakaway” function in the electronically controlled clutch, “Soft Start” motor 
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control function and “Maintain Hold-Open Switch” to hold the door open at 90 
degree. 
 

 
5) Shall have built in 12V and 24V power supply for actuators, card readers, electric 

strikes and magnetic door locks, inputs for both swing and stop side sensors and 
available to accept either 120VAC or 220VAC input power.  All wiring 
connections between operator modules made by easy-to-handle electrical 
connectors.  Shall comply with both UL and NEC requirements for Class 1 and 
Class 2 wiring by providing separate conduits for each. 

 
6) Shall have seven independent electronic adjustments to tailor the operator for 

specific site conditions.  Opening speed, holding force at 90 deg., sequential 
trigger and time delay, hold-open time at 90 deg., opening force, clutch 
“breakaway” force setting, electric strike trigger and time delay. 

 
7) Shall have separate and independent adjustments for back check, main speed 

and latch speed. 
 

8) Furnish actuators and other controls as shown in Hardware Sets. 
 

9) IR-LCN Series as listed in sets. 
 

The Contractor will be responsible for all wiring low voltage and high 
voltage to be concealed and completed by contractor. 

 
 General Requirements: 
 
1. Upon the execution of the agreement by both parties The Contractor shall order all 

necessary materials including the new operators & switches. 
 

2. The Contractor shall provide the specified products and perform the following 
services in accordance with the requirements defined by the RFP-Birmingham 
Police Department Main Entrance ADA Compliance Retrofit. 
 

3. The Contractor will be responsible for the proper operation of the new ADA 
operators and give a year warranty on the whole project. 
 

4. The Contractor shall provide any and all equipment manuals and warranty 
information related to this project to the City upon completion of the project. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager  

FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: Golf Cart Lease for Lincoln Hills and Springdale Golf Courses 

On December 12, 2017 bids were opened for the leasing of 52 golf carts for Lincoln Hills and 
Springdale Golf Courses.  As per procedure, the Request for Proposal was placed on MITN and 
the City subsequently received two (2) bids.  We just concluded an extended one year lease 
with Pifer, Inc. for the golf course carts. 

We will continue to lease refurbished carts but we did request to upgrade our carts for 2018 to 
a newer model 2013 or newer and to include windshields.  These carts were used for our 
Annual NEXT Golf Event and over a weekend for the members to have an opportunity to test 
drive these carts.  Many members enjoyed the performance of these newer models along with 
the new windshields. 

Pifer, Inc. has been our vendor for the past several years and we are very satisfied with the 
weekly maintenance service they provide to our facilities and had very few performance issues 
throughout the seasons.  The chart below shows the revenues generated over the past four 
years. 

Bidder Electric Total Cost Gas Total Cost Grand Total Three Year
Cost Per Cart 35 Carts Cost Per Cart 17 Carts Per Year Grand Total

Pifer, Inc 675.00 23,625.00 675.00 11,475.00 35,100.00 105,300.00
Golf Cars Plus 944.46 33,056.10 746.28 12,686.76 45,742.86 137,228.58

YEAR REVENUE LEASE COST PROFIT/LOSS PROFIT %
2014 149,103 26,250 122,853 82%
2015 170,314 29,850 140,464 82%
2016 173,591 29,850 143,741 83%
2017 169,269 29,850 139,419 82%

TOTALS $662,277 $115,800 $546,477 83%
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Upon review of these bids, I recommend that we utilize Pifer, Inc. for our golf cart fleet for the 
golf seasons 2018-2020.  The rental rate for the golf carts is $8.00 per person.  This amount is 
periodically reviewed and still found to be competitive. 
 
We have added to the fleet over the past few years based on usage and requests for more 
carts.  There are very busy league days and on many occasions our league players have to wait 
for a cart to begin play.  In addition, the carts have also been utilized for tournament play and 
other heavy play periods.  Prior to 2014, we had 42 carts and then increased the quantity to 48 
carts.  Starting with the 2017 golf season we began using 52 golf carts.  This is a satisfactory 
number at this time, as we have limited space to store them. 
 
The annual lease cost for all 52 carts will be $35,100.  The lease rate per cart was $625.00 and 
will now be $675.00 per cart for the newer model and enhanced carts during this three year 
lease term.  Attached is the Golf Cart Lease Agreement for your review.  Funds for this lease 
are contained within the Equipment Rental line items for each of the golf courses, specifically 
584-753.002-941.0000 and 597-753.002-941.0000.  Revenue derived from golf cart rentals 
provides the second largest source of revenues for our courses, behind green fees. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the Golf Cart Lease Agreement between the City of Birmingham and Pifer, Inc. for a 
term commencing March 10, 2018 and terminating on October 31, 2020 for a total amount of 
$105,300.00.  Further, to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on behalf of 
the City upon receipt of proper insurances.   Funds for this lease are contained with the 
Equipment Rental line items, account #s 584-753.002-941.0000 and 597-753.002-941.0000. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: January 31, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: City Vehicle #507 & #569 Replacement 

City vehicle #507 and #569, both 2012 Chevy Tahoes, are investigative vehicles used by the 
Police Department. Vehicle 507 also serves as the department’s dedicated towing and cargo 
hauling vehicle. Both qualify for priority replacement based on the following evaluation scores: 

Vehicle #507 – 2012 Chevy Tahoe 
FACTOR DESCRIPTION POINTS 
Age 1 point each year of age 6 
Miles/Hours 1 point each 10,000 miles of usage 14 
Type of Service Type 5 – Police, fire, and rescue service vehicles 5 

Reliability 
Level 2 – In shop one time within three months; 1 
breakdown/road call within three months 2 

M & R Costs Level 2 - 21-40% of replacement costs 2 

Condition 
Level 2 – Minor imperfections in body and paint; interior 
fair; good drive train 2 
TOTAL POINTS 28+, POOR - needs priority replacement 31 

Vehicle #569 – 2012 Chevy Tahoe 
FACTOR DESCRIPTION POINTS 
Age 1 point each year of age 6 
Miles/Hours 1 point each 10,000 miles of usage 12 
Type of Service Type 5 – Police, fire, and rescue service vehicles 5 

Reliability 
Level 1 – In shop one time within three month period; no 
major breakdowns or road calls 1 

M & R Costs Level 2 - 21-40% of replacement costs 2 

Condition 
Level 2 – Minor imperfections in body and paint; interior 
fair; good drive train 2 
TOTAL POINTS 28+, POOR - needs priority replacement 28 

The Department of Public Services recommends replacing vehicle #507 with a 2018 Chevrolet 
Tahoe 4-wheel drive Special Service package from Berger Chevrolet through the Oakland 
County cooperative purchasing contract #5218 for a total of $36,170.  
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A 2018 Ford Police Interceptor Utility is recommended to replace vehicle #569, and is available 
from Gorno Ford through the Oakland County cooperative purchasing contract #4944 for a total 
of $31,406. 

Both vehicles are listed on the vehicle replacement schedule as published in the current budget 
document. Funds for these purchases are available in the Auto Equipment Fund, account #641-
441.006-971.0100. 

Upon delivery – expected within 12-14 weeks – the old vehicles will be stripped of transferrable 
equipment and will be listed on the Michigan Governmental Trade Network for public auction. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the purchase of one (1) 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe from Berger Chevrolet through the 
Oakland County extendable purchasing contract #5218 in the amount of $36,170.00 from 
account #641-441.006.971.0100; further, to approve the purchase of one (1) 2018 Ford Police 
Interceptor Utility from Gorno Ford through the Oakland County extendable purchasing contract 
#4944 in the amount of $31,406.00 from account #641-441.006.971.0100 for a total 
expenditure of $67,576.00. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: January 31, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: 2018 Annual Flower Purchase 

Sealed bids were opened on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 for the purchase of annual flowers 
for the spring planting. Two bids were received.  The results of the sealed bids are shown 
below: 

Bidder Complete 
Bid 

Deviations 
Exceptions 

Total 

Croswell Greenhouse Inc. Yes No $20,053.85 
Site One Landscape Yes Yes $23,911.90 

After reviewing the submitted bids, Croswell Greenhouse Inc. was complete, offering no 
deviations or substitutions from our requested materials list.   

We have purchased annual flowers from Croswell Greenhouse in the past and are very pleased 
with the material.  The cost for the 2016 flower program was $15,860. The cost for the 2017 
flower program was $17,149.45.  This year’s purchase has a larger number of 4 ¼” container 
plants, and a lesser amount of flats compared to last year, which is reflected in the increased 
price.  This purchase does not include all of the hanging flower baskets around downtown, 
which is provided by the Birmingham Shopping District.  The Department of Public Services 
recommends the purchase of the 2018 annual flowers from Croswell Greenhouse at a total cost 
not to exceed $20,053.85.  Money is budgeted for this purchase in General Fund – Property 
Maintenance – Operating Supplies account #101-441.003-729.0000. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the 2018 annual flower purchase from Croswell Greenhouse Inc. in the amount not 
to exceed $20,053.85.  Funds are available from the General Fund – Property Maintenance – 
Operating Supplies account #101-441.003-729.0000. 
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: February 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Adoption 

The City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Plan has been reviewed and revised over 
the last eight months in order to be updated and submitted to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources.  The City of Birmingham hired McKenna to assist the City during this vital 
process to update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

Communities are required to develop a recreation plan to establish eligibility to apply for 
recreation and resource conservation grants from the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR).  This update is the fourth Recreation Master Plan for the City of 
Birmingham.  The City began developing such documents beginning in 2000. 

A Master Plan is intended to serve as a guide in the planning for future park and recreation 
opportunities, development needs, services and implementation.  This assists the City to remain 
proactive in determining the community’s future priorities and how to accomplish them.  The 
plan ideally forms the road map for the decisions made over the next five years regarding the 
provision of park and recreation lands and other open space for the community. 

Most importantly, the planning process allows the community to determine not only current, but 
also future community needs.  The citizen input process is the most critical element is making 
these determinations.  The Master Plan sub-committee of the Parks and Recreation Board and 
DPS staff were actively involved during this Master Plan update. 

The Parks and Recreation Board members over the past several months have been diligently 
working on updating the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The plan assists communities in 
the following ways.  Assists in identifying recreation needs and priorities, assists in providing 
focus to improve facilities and programs, qualifies the City for recreation grants and serves as a 
guide in the day-to-day operations as well as during the annual budget process.  There are 
several parts to the five year plan. 

The Master Plan contents include a community description, planning/public input process, 
administrative structure, recreation inventory, a capital improvement schedule and an action 
plan.  A Public Open House is required and was conducted on October 3, 2017 at a Parks and 
Recreation Board meeting.  At the November 14, 2017 Parks and Recreation Board meeting 
another opportunity for public input and discussion about the update to the Master Plan 
occurred.  The entire plan was made available for a 30 day public review beginning on 
December 4, 2017 in advance of the Public Hearing which will be held before the City 
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Commission on February 12, 2018.  Immediately following this report is a transmittal 
memorandum dated February 2, 2018 from Sarah Traxler with McKenna detailing the plan 
revisions since the public review period.  Sarah will be attending the Public Hearing on February 
12, 2018 regarding this Master Plan update. 
 
Attached find a memorandum dated February 1, 2018 from Sarah Traxler which provides a 
summary of changes to the plan based on the public review period and overall final review of 
the draft plan.  This information was also included with the Parks and Recreation Board agenda 
on February 6, 2018.  The Parks and Recreation Board at their February 6, 2018 meeting 
approved a Resolution of Adoption of the City of Birmingham 2018 Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan. 
   
Enclosed herewith is a copy of the proposed 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan and a 
Resolution of Adoption for the City Commission to consider after the Public Hearing on February 
12, 2018.   In addition, a copy of my memorandum dated December 26, 2017 is also enclosed 
in which the City Commission set the Public Hearing as a requirement by the Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) for citizen input in advance of the formal adoption of a plan.  A copy 
of the adopted plan will be submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR), Oakland County and SEMCOG. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the Resolution of Adoption of the City of Birmingham 2018 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan. 

2 
 
 



 

Memorandum 
 
To:  City Commission 
  City of Birmingham, Michigan 
 
From:  Sarah Traxler, AICP, Vice President 
  Deanna Dupuy, Assistant Planner 
 
Date:  February 2, 2018 
 
Subject: 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan – Complete Draft for Public Hearing and 

Consideration of Adoption 
 
 
Enclosed, you will find the draft 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan for Birmingham, which is the culmination 
of months’ worth of investigation, analysis, significant public engagement, and strategic thought.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The Parks and Recreation Board, in conjunction with its Parks and Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee, has 
led the charge with the Department of Public Services in overseeing the preparation of this draft plan.  The 
process and plan document are consistent with the requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) guidelines for the preparation of parks and recreation master plans in Michigan.   
 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
This draft 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan The MDNR also prescribes a process for public review and 
comment on draft plans to ensure maximum stakeholder buy-in.  As such, the City widely publicized the required 
30-day resident and stakeholder comment period on this draft plan, which resulted in roughly one dozen 
additional comments (above and beyond that which we’ve received throughout the entire planning process). 
 
Before the recent public comment period, and before we drafted the plan document, McKenna and the 
Department of Public Services substantially engaged stakeholders by conducting a one-day “field day” event 
during the farmer’s market; conducting two days of roundtable discussions with specific stakeholder groups; and 
administering online surveys related to parks and recreation provisioning.  In all, we estimate that approximately 
2,000 stakeholders were engaged during the process! 
 
REVIEW AND NEXT STEPS 
During your February 12, 2018 Commission meeting, a duly noticed Public Hearing for the draft plan will be 
conducted; we will present the key features of the plan, as well.  After the hearing, the Commission may act to 
adopt the plan by Resolution.  Upon adoption, we will finalize the plan for production, and distribute it to the 
necessary entities (Oakland County, SEMCOG, and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources).  
 
We look forward to discussing the draft plan during your February 12, 2018 meeting.  We welcome any questions 
or comments at any time.  Thank you. 
 
 



Memorandum 
To: Parks and Recreation Board 

City of Birmingham, Michigan 

From: Sarah Traxler, AICP, Vice President 
Deanna Dupuy, Assistant Planner 

Date: February 1, 2018 

Subject: 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan – Summary of Changes in Response to Public 
Comment and Final Review of Draft 

BACKGROUND 
As prescribed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) the draft 2018 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan was made available to residents and stakeholders during a 30-day, well-publicized public review and 
comment period. The comment period ended on January 3, 2018. McKenna and the City of Birmingham staff 
have received various comments, which are included in Appendix B of the updated plan. Each comment was 
reviewed by the project team and were incorporated into the revised draft as necessary.  

During that time, the Master Plan Sub-Committee and project team were performing final reviews of the draft plan 
for accuracy,  

PLAN REVISIONS 
The following represent our synthesis of the plan response to the comments received: 

• Birmingham Museum (formerly Birmingham Historical Museum & Park). The Museum Director,
Leslie Pielack, provided specific feedback regarding language representing the Museum. Minor language
changes were made on the following pages: 15, 23, and 35.

• Revised Parks and Recreation Bond Language. City Finance Director Mark Gerber reviewed the
Administrative Structure and Funding section of the draft plan for Parks and Recreation Bond accuracy
and language suggestions. After feedback from Mr. Gerber, McKenna updated the third paragraph on
page 21 to better represent the current state of the Parks and Recreation Bond.

• Clarification of Kenning Park Master Plan Implementation. After feedback from the Parks and
Recreation Board, page 22 was updated to clarify that certain elements of the Kenning Park Master Plan
are currently being implemented.

• Accessibility Assessments. The accessibility assessment scores (1-5) for each City park in the Parks,
Recreation and Trails Inventory Section (pages 31-41).
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• Golf Courses. Golf Operations Clubhouse Manager Jacky Brito provided specific feedback regarding the
language representing Lincoln Hills Golf Course and Springdale Park and Golf Course. Specifically, the
descriptions of the properties on pages 38 and 40 were updated.

• Addition of Chemical Reduction Objective for Goal #6. A resident stakeholder expressed concern that
the term “reduce chemical exposure” was removed from Goal #6 (when compared to the 2012 plan),
which addresses Sustainable Maintenance Practices. A ninth objective was added on page 80 to
specifically call out the need for the City to minimize chemical usage to the extent practicable.

• Accessible Playground Replacement – Five Year Capital Improvement Plan. During a brief overview
of 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan during the January 27, 2018 City Commission - Long Range
Planning Session, Commissioner Bordman shared feedback about the need to clarify that all playground
enhancements identified in the Capital Improvement Plan would meet or exceed ADA accessibility
standards. The Capital Improvement Plan from pages 84 to 88 was modified to be explicitly clear that all
planned playground enhancements (whether full replacement or partial replacement) will be inclusive and
accessible – at minimum, per the Americans with Disabilities Act requirements.

• Potential Funding Sources – Five Year Capital Improvement Plan. Also during the Long Range
Planning Session with City Commission, inconsistencies in the presentation of potential funding sources
for projects were pointed out; we revised the language to be consistent and accurate per current
knowledge of funding sources for each project.

NEXT STEPS 

During your board meeting on February 6th, the Parks and Recreation Board may consider adopting the attached 
Resolution of Recommendation (for approval).  On Monday, February 12th, the City Commission will hold the 
required Public Hearing and consider adoption of the plan by Resolution.   

We look forward to discussing the updated plan with the Parks and Recreation Board. We welcome any questions 
or comments at any time.  Thank you. 



 
 

RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION 
2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

For the City of Birmingham 
Oakland County, Michigan  

CITY COMMISSION 
 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Birmingham has undertaken a planning process to determine the recreation 
needs and desires of its residents during a five-year period covering the years 2018 through 2022; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Birmingham began the process of developing a parks and recreation master 
plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources and made available to local communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, residents of the City of Birmingham were provided with a well-advertised opportunity 
during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects 
of the parks and recreation plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable accommodations to 
review the final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on February 12, 2018 in the City Commission Chambers of 
City Hall to provide an opportunity for all residents of the planning area to express opinions, ask 
questions, and discuss all aspects of the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Birmingham has developed the plan as a guideline for improving parks and 
recreation within the City of Birmingham. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Birmingham City Commission hereby adopts the 2018 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

 

Yeas:   Nays:  Absent:  
I, J. Cherilynn Mynsberge, City Clerk, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
original copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Birmingham City Commission at a Regular 
Meeting thereof held on the 12th day of 
February, 2018. 

       
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Department of Public Services 
DATE:   December 26, 2017 
 
TO:   Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

SUBJECT: Set a Public Hearing – Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
 
The City Commission on June 26, 2017 hired McKenna to assist the City of Birmingham with 
updating the Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  In accordance with the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) requirements, a public hearing is required for citizen 
input, to be followed with a formal adoption by the City Commission. 
 
At the November 14, 2017 Parks and Recreation Board meeting McKenna presented the “draft” 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan in which the Parks Board approved commencing the 30-day 
public comment period for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  This “draft” plan has 
been noticed for this public review period which ends on January 3, 2018. 
 
After the review period concludes McKenna and staff will continue to assemble the updated 
Master Plan and work through the Master Plan Sub-Committee and ultimately return to the 
Parks and Recreation Board on February 6, 2018 for their recommendation.  Attached you will 
find more information from McKenna on the public hearing requirement and public hearing 
notice. 
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To set a Public Hearing for February 12, 2018 to consider adoption of the proposed 2018 Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan. 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  City Commission 
  City of Birmingham, Michigan 
 
From:  Sarah Traxler, AICP  
  Vice President 
 
Date:  December 20, 2017 
 
Subject: Required Public Hearing for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
As you know, the Parks and Recreation Board, supported by the Department of Public Services, has been 
involved in the preparation of a five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan to be adopted in 2018.  There has 
been significant study, analysis, meeting of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee, and public 
engagement to support this effort – above and beyond that which the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) requires.  The MDNR publishes standards for minimum requirements for content, public engagement, 
and adoption processes related to Parks and Recreation Master Plans, which we have closely followed 
throughout the planning process.  Parks and Recreation Master Plans are used to orient a parks and recreation 
program’s activities based on community goals and objectives, prioritize capital improvements, and describe 
operations of parks and recreation programs, which vary widely from community to community.   
 
30-DAY COMMENT PERIOD 
The prescribed process set forth by MDNR requires that a draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan be available to 
residents and stakeholders during a 30-day, well-publicized public review and comment period.  The draft plan 
has been noticed for its 30-day comment period, which ends on January 3, 2018. At the end of the 30-day 
comment period, we will synthesize any comments and work with the Master Plan Sub-Committee to 
appropriately incorporate comments into a revised draft.   
 
CITY COMMISSION CONSIDERATION 
The next required step in the adoption process is for the City Commission (legislative body) to conduct a public 
hearing, which we are requesting take place on February 12, 2018 at 7:30PM (see attached draft Public Hearing 
notice).  During that meeting, McKenna will present the highlights of the draft plan, the Commission will receive 
comments, then consider adoption of the plan.  Once the plan has been adopted, we will submit the plan to the 
MDNR so that it’s on-file to support any future MDNR grant applications by the City of Birmingham.   
 
We look forward to receiving input from the Commission and the public, and welcome questions or comments at 
any time.  Thank you. 
 
 



CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN  
HAS SCHEDULED A PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Public Hearing: 

Monday, February 12, 2018 
7:30 PM 

 
Birmingham Municipal Building 

151 Martin Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

 

Notice is given to any and all interested parties that the Birmingham City Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building on the second floor in the 
Commission Room, located at 151 Martin St., to hear comments on the 2018 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.  The City of Birmingham is preparing this five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan in 
accordance with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources requirements.  When completed, the 
plan will serve as a guide for the acquisition and development of community recreation facilities and 
programs over the next five (5) years.  The draft plan is available for review online at 
bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan and in person at 851 S. Eton St., Birmingham, MI 48009.  

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should contact the 
City of Birmingham City Clerk, Cherilynn Mynsberge, at (248) 530-1880, at least seventy-two (72) hours 
in advance of the Public Hearing, if requesting accommodations.  

Publication Date: On or before January 12, 2018 
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Introduction 
Welcome 
Welcome to the City of Birmingham’s 2018 - 2022 Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan. This Plan reflects a vision for the City of Birmingham’s parks and recreation 
facilities: their operations, maintenance, and enhancements for the next several 
years. It serves as a roadmap for future recreation facilities and programs by 
considering existing parks and programs in and around the City and the 
anticipated demand for additional or improved recreation facilities. 

This Plan also forms the basis for potential recreation grant funding from the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and other agencies and 
foundations. The City of Birmingham’s Plan was prepared in accordance with 
MDNR’s Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open 
Space, and Greenway Plans.  

Most importantly, this Plan will act as City of Birmingham’s playbook for community 
building as it relates to parks and recreation over the next five or more years. 
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Tradition of Excellence 
During the last five-year planning process, the City of Birmingham continued its 
tradition of parks and recreation excellence. Specifically, the City made 
considerable strides in institutionalizing outstanding design and recreation 
provision; as well as achieving the goals and objectives identified in the previous 
plan. 

The City continually strives to provide parks and recreation facilities that are of the 
highest quality, preserve open space, and are accessible to all residents. The 
Department of Public Services installed electrical outlets and water fountains at 
numerous parks.  In addition, the department completed open space maintenance 
at three of the City’s parks. As stewards of open space, the department completed 
on-going reforestation in all its parks which included significant reforestation 
efforts at Manor Park and Quarton Lake with funds awarded to the City through 
Releaf Michigan and DTE Grants in 2015 and 2016. 

Furthermore, the City is committed to providing opportunities that promote and 
encourage active lifestyles. The City prioritized the maintenance of tennis courts 
and softball/baseball fields, two of the City’s most popular recreation activities, at 
five of its parks. In addition, the City is currently in the process of extending the 
Booth Park trail system to connect runners and walkers to Maple Avenue.  
Accessible walking paths and running trails were also incorporated into the 
specific park master plans developed during the past five years.  

The City further solidified its commitment to world-class design by completing its 
renovations to Shain Park in 2010. The park, which was identified during this 
planning process as the most visited park facility, is located in the heart of 
Birmingham’s downtown and features a plaza fountain with granite décor, a band 
shell, modern children’s play area, granite paved streets, lawn space, and 
performance stage.  The City also completed the implementation of Phase 2 of 
the Barnum Park master plan which included improvements to the play area, 
landscaping, installation of pergolas, and seating.  

Another significant effort the City completed in the past five years was the 
development of three park master plans. Between 2014 and 2016 the City, 
through a process of resident engagement and collaborative design, completed 
master/concept plans for Adams Park, Kenning Park, and Poppleton Park.  
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Planning Process 
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was prepared with technical assistance 
from McKenna, a planning and design consulting firm, and with the active 
involvement of the City's administration and the City of Birmingham’s Parks and 
Recreation Board Master Plan Sub-Committee. 

Citizen input and action, through an online survey, public meetings, and a public 
hearing, played a critical role in the development of the plan. As a result, 
recommendations described within the action plan reflect the needs and ideas of 
those who use Birmingham’s Parks and Recreation facilities.  

Following several discussions held by the Parks and Recreation Board Master Plan 
Sub-Committee and a draft review by the Parks and Recreation Board and City 
Commission, the Parks and Recreation Master Plan was submitted to Birmingham 
City Commission for adoption. Throughout the process, all meetings were open to 
the public. Notices were posted beforehand, and where required, advertised in 
the newspaper, as provided by the Open Meetings Act. The planning process 
kicked off in July of 2017 and concluded with the adoption of the Plan in February 
of 2018. 
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Community Setting 
Community Description 
A welcoming community, Birmingham maintains its small town feel while offering 
the recreational and cultural advantages of an urban area. Birmingham's thriving 
pedestrian- friendly downtown includes restaurants, movie theaters, art and 
antique galleries, retailers, and serves as a center for real estate, accounting, 
finance, insurance, legal, and other services.  

The Community Setting is a picture of the various physical and socioeconomic 
characteristics of the City of Birmingham. This information provides valuable 
insight into determining future parks and recreation facility development, 
maintenance, and programming needs for the community. 
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Regional Setting 
The City of Birmingham is located in southeast Oakland County, Michigan and is 
bordered by five communities, Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield Township, Beverly 
Hills, Royal Oak, and Troy. Birmingham incorporated as a city in 1933 and its 
history dates before 1819. Throughout its past, Birmingham has enjoyed a 
substantial level of citizen involvement which has contributed to the high quality of 
life in the community. 

Birmingham covers 4.8 square miles and is centrally located between the Cities of 
Detroit and Pontiac. Woodward Avenue serves as a major artery through two 
miles of the city, running in a southeast to northwest direction from 14 Mile Road to 
Big Beaver Road (16 Mile). The city is accessible within Metropolitan Detroit via 
three major routes: US-24 located approximately 1-¾ miles to the west, I-696 four 
miles to the south, and I-75 approximately four miles east. 
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Demographic Characteristics 
The City of Birmingham’s current demographic situation and trends provide 
understanding to the types of recreation facilities and amenities that are needed. 
The figures used in this Plan come from the US Census Bureau’s 2011/15 ACS 5-
year data, which uses statistical sampling over a 5-year period to describe the 
average characteristics over the period of collection. Information for smaller 
geographic regions generally have a higher margin of error in statistical sampling, 
yet the ACS is considered very reliable and is a dataset that we believe can 
provide the most accurate portrayal of the changing population in the City and 
surrounding communities. Comparison data also comes from the US Decennial 
Census. 

POPULATION 
Trends in the number of people residing in a community are an 
important indicator for parks and recreation planning. Growing 
communities have different parks and recreational needs than 
communities with stable or declining populations.  

According to the 2011-2015 ACS estimates, the City of 
Birmingham’s population is 20,489 which is a slight increase in 
population, approximately 1.9 percent between the 2010 and 2015 
period. The City of Birmingham’s population growth in the past five 
years indicates that Birmingham continues to be a desired 
community and that its residents are aging in place. 

HOUSEHOLDS 
This section analyzes the composition and characteristics of 
households in the City of Birmingham. Household growth has a 
different impact on demand for recreational services than 
population growth. If the population is growing faster than the 
number of households, this would suggest that more children are 
being born to existing households. If households are growing 
faster than population, this typically suggests that more singles or 
couples are moving into the community. 

The number of households in the City has decreased by 2.3 
percent since 2010. However, the number of married-couple family 
households with and without children under 18 increased by 5.9 
percent and 4.7 percent respectively. The increase in married-
couple family households and the increase in total population 
indicates that existing residents are choosing to start their families, 
either by marriage or with children, in the community. The age 
data below further indicates that the slight population increase is 
due to the rise of children under 18 years.  

  

D EMOG R AP HIC TA KEAW AY S  

The City of Birmingham’s population 
will shape the park and recreation 
needs for the next five years. The 
City’s driving demographic trends 
include: 

• There was an increase in the population 
that is under the age of five and aged 5-
9 from 2010 to 2015. Youth are the 
largest users of parks facilities and are 
likely to participate in organized sports 
and recreation programming.  

• The City of Birmingham’s average 
household size continues to increase. 
This shows that the City remains a popular 
community for families with children. The 
parks facilities are likely one of the 
reasons people choose to raise their 
families in the City. 

• Nearly 6% of the City’s population has a 
disability. Trails, playscapes, and other 
amenities must be accessible to this 
population.  

• The City’s median income and percent of 
the population with a bachelor’s degree 
or higher is larger than the surrounding 
area. Residents will expect high quality 
parks and recreation service and programs 
that provide an educational benefit.  

Source: 2010 Census and the 2011-2015 American Community Survey 
5-Year Estimates 
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ucture, 2010-2015 

Source: 2010 Census and the 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

Average household size is another indicator of community composition. Larger 
average household sizes generally mean more children and fewer single-parent 
families. Nationally, household sizes have been shrinking as young singles wait 
longer to get married and life expectancy increases for the senior population.  

Contrary to national trends, Birmingham’s household size increased from 2.2 to 
2.3. The 3.5 percent increase in household size for Birmingham shows that the 
City is a popular community for families with children and two-person households. 
This reaffirms the trends seen in the previous section where there was an increase 
in number of married-family households with children under 18 and an overall 
increase in population. 

DISABILITY 
The type of disability and number of residents impacted will shape the design and 
accommodations made for them on the City Parks and Recreation Plan. The US 
Census Bureau reports that approximately 5.9 percent of the City of Birmingham 
residents have a disability of some sort, with the most impacted populations being 
the 65 and over subgroups. The most prevalent disabilities within the population 
are ambulatory and hearing difficulties, followed by independent living difficulties. 
Ambulatory difficulties encompass serious difficulties with walking or stairs, issues 
that limit physical activity, leading to steeper decline in health. Giving 
consideration to these difficulties in planning for parks and recreation activities 
could result in positive health outcomes for a population that already experiences 
great difficulty on a day-to-day basis. Accommodations could include ramps or 
pavement improvements in order to ease accessibility concerns for those who 
suffer from ambulatory difficulties, or by installing audible and visually assisted 
cross walks that are conscious of those who may be visually or hearing impaired. 

  

Age Group 
2010  

Population 
2015 

Population 
Percent  
Change 

Under 18 Years 4,939 5,201 5.3% 

Under 5 years 1,291 1,346 4.3% 

5-9 years 1,462 1,641 12.2% 

10-17 years 2,186 2,214 1.3% 

18-65 years 12,401 12,443 0.3% 

65 years and over 2,763 2,845 3.0% 

Total Population 20,103 20,489 1.9% 
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Economic Characteristics 
Birmingham residents are highly educated with 77.2 percent of the community 
holding a bachelor’s degree or higher. The City of Birmingham is also an affluent 
community with a median household income of $108,137, which is 38 percent 
higher than Oakland County’s median household income of $67,465. 

Birmingham’s highly educated population will impact the City’s parks and 
recreation needs. This population may have high expectations for involvement in 
programming and quality of recreation facilities. Birmingham’s educated 
population may also be interested in interpretative nature and cultural 
programming.  

Furthermore, as incomes rise within a community, individuals and families may 
begin to take a market approach to recreation, meaning that affluent residents 
may be willing to pay for private or nonprofit recreation options if the provider 
offers a service that addresses their unique recreation needs. This trend indicates 
that as a City’s median household income rises, public recreation facilities will face 
more competition from private and non-profit providers. For example, residents 
may choose to belong to a private golf club because of differences in operation 
and access to other recreation amenities. As the City of Birmingham plans future 
facility and programming investments, there should be an emphasis on value, the 
provision of multiple recreation options, and public/private partnerships.  

Birmingham has a wide variety of housing styles and sizes with consistently rising 
property values. There are few remaining sites on which to build new homes, so 
developers and homeowners renovate, enlarge, raze and/or rebuild on existing 
property. The 2011-2015 ACS estimates the median house value of a Birmingham 
resident’s home as $410,700. Many Birmingham neighborhoods have active 
neighborhood associations which work to boost the sense of pride neighbors take 
in owning and caring for their homes as well as preserving the character of 
neighborhood parks.  

There are a large number of historic homes and buildings which are reviewed by 
the city's Historic District Commission (HDC). The HDC and the Birmingham City 
Commission give yearly Historic Preservation Awards to residential and 
commercial property owners and merchants recognizing their efforts in 
preservation and maintenance of historic properties. Many Birmingham Parks, 
such as Booth, Shain Park, and the Birmingham Museum reflect the historic 
character of the City.   
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Physical Characteristics  
The City of Birmingham is a historic and developed community with very little 
vacant land. The existing land use patterns within the City show residential and 
transitional uses radiating from the downtown core. The City’s downtown which is 
anchored at the intersection of Old Woodward Avenue and Maple Avenue, is a 
lively and walkable district. Woodward Avenue and Maple Avenue split the City 
into neighborhood quadrants. Each neighborhood consists largely of single family 
homes with a small variety of parks, institutional uses, and multifamily residences.  
Homes in northeast, northwest, and southwest quadrants are typically located on 
larger lots. Homes in southeast quadrant including the emerging Rail District are 
generally are on smaller lots and are sited closer to new mixed use residential, 
creative industry, and commercial.  
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Administrative Structure and 
Funding 
 

Management and planning for the City of Birmingham’s parks, recreation facilities 
and limited programming is primarily completed by two groups: The City of 
Birmingham Department of Public Services and the Parks and Recreation Board.  

Public Act 156 of 1917 entitled Local Government; operate System of Public 
Recreation is an act authorizing Cities, Villages, Counties, Townships, and School 
Districts to operate systems of public recreation playgrounds.  
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Administration 
The City Charter of the City of Birmingham was first adopted in 1933, providing for 
a City Manager, Commission form and division of legislative and administrative 
functions. The Charter provides that all powers are vested in the Commission, 
consisting of seven members, all elected at large on a non-partisan basis. 
Commissioners serve staggered terms of four years and elect from their own 
members each year a Mayor who is a voting member of Commission. A Mayor 
Pro-Tem is also elected to serve in the absence of the Mayor.  

The City Manager oversees the administrative functions of the City, including the 
operations of all City Departments and Department Directors are all appointed by 
the City Manager, while the City Clerk is appointed by the Commissioners and 
then reports to the City Manager. 

The City Commission is responsible for establishing policies to guide the overall 
operation and development of Birmingham and making all decisions concerning 
land acquisition and purchase of major recreation facilities based on 
recommendations received from staff. The budget for recreation facilities and 
programs is adopted annually by the City Commission, as part of the total annual 
budget after appropriate public hearings.  The City Commission is advised by a 
number of public Board and Commissions, whose members are appointed by the 
City Commission. 

As part of each budgeting process, the City Commission holds a goal-setting 
session with administrative staff and a facilitator. During the 2016 process, the 
following five primary goals were deemed essential to implementing the 
Commission’s vision for the community: 

1. Provide sound leadership and responsible governance to maintain 
financial stability. 

2. Be innovative and responsive in how services are provided to the 
community. 

3. Support the vitality of both the residential and business communities 
that depend upon each other for success. 

4. Cultivate a safe, healthy, and dynamic City. 

5. Continue to be proactive with infrastructure maintenance programs 
and reinvestment in cost-effective improvements to roads, sewers, 
water mains, parking, parks and public facilities. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  
AND SUBCOMMITTEES 
The Parks and Recreation Board was established in 1963 by ordinance.  It is 
charged with the duties detailed in Chapter 78 of the City Code entitled Parks and 
Recreation. The ordinance states that the Parks and Recreation Board shall 
consist of seven members, who are electors in the city and appointed by City 
Commission with each member serving a three-year term. The Board serves solely 
in an advisory capacity and may not assume any legislative or administrative 
authority.  

The Parks and Recreation Board objectives and duties include: 

• Serve as a forum for the consideration of policy matters related to the 
operation of a park and recreation program. 

• Advise the public with regard to the policies established by the City 
Commission relating to the park and recreation program. 

• Serve in an advisory capacity to the City Commission in regard to all 
matters affecting parks and recreation which are referred to it by the City 
Commission. 

• Recommend to the City Commission a recreation program, fee 
schedules, and the adoption of long range program for the 
development of park areas and facilities. 

• Recommend to the City Commission hours of operation and 
allocation of facility use. 

In addition to the seven-member Parks and Recreation Board, there are 
several Department of Public Services (DPS)/City of Birmingham 
administered committees and Parks and Recreation Board sub-committees. 
The Parks and Recreation Board appoints Board liaisons to specific DPS/City 
committees and assemble Board sub-committees as necessary. The 
DPS/City committees and Board sub-committees give citizens the 
opportunity provide information about the operations, maintenance, and 
improvement of parks and recreation facilities.  

The City also has a four-member Martha Baldwin Park Board to provide 
input on the design and maintenance of Martha Baldwin Park. In addition, 
there is a Birmingham Museum Board, which is an advisory board that 
participates in strategic planning and policy recommendations for the 
museum and grounds. The site consists of two historic buildings on nearly 
four acres and is adjacent to the Rouge River.  

D PS  /  C ITY  CO MMI TT EES  

• In the Park (Admin. Staff, 
Birmingham School District, etc.) 

• Ice Arena (1 Parks and Recreation 
Board Liaison) 

 

PAR KS  AND  R ECR EA TIO N 
B OARD  S UB -C OM MIT TEES   

• NEXT 

• Crowdfunding Sub-Committee 

• Golf Sub-Committee 

• Ice Arena Committee 

• Master Plan Committee 

• Trail Sub-Committee 

• Kenning Park Field Sub-Committee 

• Poppleton Park Sub-Committee 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES (DPS) 
The DPS oversees the operation of the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, two popular 
nine-hole golf courses, maintenance of more than 230 acres of park land and two 
miles of trails along the Rouge River. DPS is also responsible for forestry items 
such as the removal, transplanting and/or maintenance of 25,000 street and park 
trees. Other responsibilities include: Placement of holiday decorations, 
maintenance of public horticulture gardens, and providing logistic support for the 
summer “In the Park” concert program. In addition, this department is responsible 
for park improvements, park signage, support for special events, maintenance of 
the Greenwood Cemetery, various contractual services such as forestry services, 
park mowing, invasive vegetation removal, commercial/residential sidewalk snow 
removal and residential noxious weed enforcement. Figure 1 shows the 
administrative organization of the Department of Public Works.  

 

 

 

Services Organizational Chart 



 17 Administrative Structure and Funding   | 

Parks and Recreation Funding  
and Grant History 
The estimated Department of Public Services operating budget for the 2017-2018 
fiscal year is $3,200,1600. The various funds below describe the actual, adopted, 
and planned budget information for revenues and expenditures during the fiscal 
years between 2015/16 to 2018/19 (Table 2 and Table 3). Community Activities, 
Parks and Recreation Property/Programs, and the Ice Arena are funded by the 
general fund account.  The two golf courses listed below are enterprise funds. 

Primary funding for the maintenance and programming of Birmingham’s recreation 
facilities comes almost entirely from sub-accounts of the City's general fund. 
Alternative funding sources and revenues include bonds, passes and registration 
fees, and donations from individuals / private organizations. Businesses, 
corporations, private clubs, community organizations, and individuals will at times, 
contribute to recreation and other improvement programs to benefit the City. 

Table 2: Recreation Revenue (Fiscal Year 2015-2019) 

Table 3: Recreation Expenditures (Fiscal Year 2015-2019) 

  

Division Detail 2015-2016 Actual 2016-2017 Budget 2017-2018 Approved 2018-2019 Planned 

Parks and Recreation 114,046 113,500 117,000 117,000 

Community Activities 18,097 18,800 19,790 20,880 

Ice Sports arena 512,045 518,400 499,900 500,900 

*Lincoln Hills Golf Course 737,604 666,230 694,790 706,330 

*Springdale Golf Course 446,731 504,770 522,020 503,050 

Total: 1,828,523 1,821,700 1,853,500 1,848,160 

* Enterprise Fund 
Source: City of Birmingham Adopted 2017-2018 Budget, 2017 

Division Detail 2015-2016 Actual 2016-2017 Budget 2017-2018 Approved 2018-2019 Planned 

Parks and Recreation 863,326 1,054,358 1,047,630 1,002,650 

Community Activities  273,436 299,544 271,220 278,860 

Ice Sports arena 592,835 681,184 672,110 667,750 

*Lincoln Hills Golf Course 538,086 566,750 687,180 686,350 

*Springdale Golf Course 439,680 504,770 522,020 500,120 

Total: 2,707,363 3,106,606 3,200,160 3,135,730 

* Enterprise Fund 
 Source: City of Birmingham Adopted 2017-2018 Budget, 2017 
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Parks and Recreation   
This activity provides for park maintenance and recreation programming of park 
facilities, excluding the golf courses. Maintenance is provided for over 230 acres 
of parks and public properties, including passive-recreation areas along the 
Rouge Trail, in Manor Park and at similar locations.  

Recreation facilities maintained under this activity include: 16 asphalt-surfaced 
tennis courts; five Little League baseball diamonds; one baseball diamond and 
three softball diamonds; a developed picnic area and shelter at Springdale Park; 
22 park areas of various sizes and stages of development; a six-acre nature 
preserve at Manor Park; several miles of river trails; the 14-acre Quarton Lake; the 
winter-sports area at Lincoln Hills; a skate park located at Kenning Park; and a .85-
acre dog park located at the Lincoln Hills Golf Course, which opened in November 
of 2010.  

This activity provides funds for the maintenance of approximately 13,000 trees in 
City parks and on other City properties (excluding trees within the street rights-of-
way, which are maintained under another fund). Tree and stump removal, tree 
trimming and tree planting in City parks are also included in this activity. The 
department utilizes both staff and outside contractors for services such as forestry, 
lawn care and property maintenance.  

Community Activities  
This line item includes expenditures incurred by the Department of Public 
Services in connection with the Village Fair; art shows in Shain Park and in the 
Central Business District (CBD) sponsored by the Birmingham-Bloomfield Art 
Center and Common Ground; placement of United States flags in the CBD on 
seven occasions during the year; the winter holiday-decoration program; and 
preparatory and clean-up work involved in other civic and Chamber of Commerce 
and Principal Shopping District activities, including: the “Cruise Event”, “Winter 
Market” and “Day on the Town.” Of particular note and pride is that the 
department decorates over 340 trees with LED lights as part of the Holiday 
Lighting program. Approximately 220 United States flags are placed on the streets 
in the CBD on the occasions listed below. Flags may be placed on the streets 
during other commemorations as directed by the City. 

• Commission Government Day (Monday of Celebration Birmingham Week) 
• Memorial Day 
• Flag Day 
• Fourth of July 
• Citizenship Day of Constitution Week 
• Veterans Day 
• 9/11 Day 
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ICE SPORTS ARENA   
The City of Birmingham operates and maintains this facility, open from mid-August 
until late-May. The schedule includes a variety of activities that include: 
instructional skating program to teach both figure skating and hockey elements; 
youth and adult hockey; home ice to the Birmingham United High School hockey 
teams for all home games and open skating and club activities such as the 
Birmingham Figure Skating Club and Birmingham Hockey Association. In addition, 
the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena provides skate rentals, skate sharpening and a 
full-service concession stand.  

The budget assumes a continuation of ice use of the arena for a 35-week period, 
which includes an annual ice show. In addition, Parks and Recreation operation is 
housed year-round in the facility office. During the summer of 2016, the 
Birmingham Ice Sports Arena hosted three Mom to Mom Sales and will again host 
Mom to Mom Sales during the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 fiscal years. In the past, 
off-season summer activities have included dog shows, garage sales, pickle ball 
and roller blading. The City continues to explore opportunities to offer rentals 
during the summer months (June 1st – July 31st) including ways of partnering with 
other community groups to best utilize the Arena facility. In addition, the Arena 
hosts various events and hockey tournaments. 

LINCOLN HILLS GOLF COURSE  
Lincoln Hills, located at 2666 West Fourteen Mile Road, is one of two municipal 
golf courses owned by the City of Birmingham. With its unique elevation changes, 
tree-lined fairways and alternative tee boxes, it makes for a very challenging 
round of golf. The golf course total yardage is just over 3,000 yards and plays to a 
par 35.  

Lincoln Hills, a Jerry Matthews design, opened in 1964 and offers a clubhouse 
overlooking the course that was recently renovated in 2010. City staff operates 
the clubhouse and maintains the golf course and grounds. The operation is 
overseen by the Golf Operations Manager. The clubhouse staff is comprised of 
seasonal staff that provide a variety of services, including tee-time reservations, 
collecting green fees, renting golf cars, selling food and beverage items, and 
running club and outside golf tournaments. The maintenance staff, which includes 
full-time and seasonal employees, maintains the golf courses. 
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SPRINGDALE GOLF COURSE  
Springdale, a Jerry Matthews design, dates back to the 1920’s and it is the older of 
the two nine-hole golf courses. The golf course and Springdale Park encompass 
approximately 55 acres.  

Since 2001, Springdale has gone through many changes, including the 
remodeling of the golf course (2001) which included: adding or rebuilding 26 sand 
bunkers; different teeing locations on each hole; three new putting greens; a 
pond; and additional mounding around the golf course. A stream bank restoration 
project was also completed in 2001. This helped to prevent erosion along the 
banks of the Rouge River. In the fall of 2006, a new pump house and pump station 
were installed to improve the irrigation system.  

City staff operates the clubhouse and maintains the golf course. The operation is 
overseen by the Golf Operations Manager. The clubhouse staff is comprised of 
seasonal staff that provide a variety of services, including tee-time reservations, 
collecting green fees, renting golf cars, selling food and beverage items, and 
running club and outside tournaments. The maintenance staff, which includes full-
time and seasonal employees, maintains the golf courses.  

In 2016, the golf course added new sand to all bunkers with an addition of a new 
forward tee on #3. The parking lot is scheduled to be resurfaced in 2017 along 
with new tee signs and irrigation upgrades. 
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Parks and Recreation Bonds 
In November 2001, City voters authorized the City of Birmingham to issue general-
obligation unlimited tax bonds in an amount not to exceed $25 million. The bonds 
could be sold in one or more issues. The proceeds from the bond sales were used 
to implement the Recreation 2000-2005 Master Plan. The Master Plan outlined 
the City’s long-range goals for the acquisition and/or enhancement of parkland 
and recreational facilities. The first bond issue in the amount of $15.7 million was 
sold in December 2002. A second bond issue in the amount of $4 million was 
sold in June 2008.  

Completed park improvement projects using the bond funding include the 
purchase of the Barnum building and land; the dredging and recreational 
improvements at Quarton Lake; Quarton Dam and Spillway improvements; 
construction of a skate park; purchase of the Dewey and Roeper properties; 
various site improvements at the Birmingham Museum; and improvements at 
Booth Park and Barnum Park. Improvements at Shain Park are also complete. Park 
bond funds in the amount of $3 million were used for these improvements. 

In 2006, the City issued refunding bonds totaling $7,940,000 to refinance $8.3M 
of the 2002 recreation bond series.  In 2016, the City issued refunding bonds 
totaling $14,375,000 to refinance the remaining 2006 refunding bonds, most of 
the remaining 2008 recreation bond series, and the remaining 2004 sewer 
improvement refunding bonds.  Out of the $14,375,000 in refunding bonds, 
$10,360,000 was related to refinancing the 2006 and 2008 recreation bond 
series.  The 2016 refunding bonds are serial bonds due in varying annual 
installments through October 2028.  The bonds bear interest rates ranging from 
2%-5%.  The remaining 2008 recreation bonds mature on October 2018 with an 
interest rate of 3.6%.  Property taxes generated from a debt levy are used to pay 
the annual debt service costs of these bonds.  

Grant History 
When preparing a Recreation Plan, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
requires that information be provided concerning grants that have been received 
in the past for acquisition or development of recreation facilities. As of December 
2017, the City of Birmingham has not received any grant funding from the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) nor the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF). The City of Birmingham has received grants from 
other sources not associated with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 
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Related Initiatives  
There are several related planning initiatives that are significant in terms of their 
relevance to the provision of recreation within the City of Birmingham. Each 
initiative is described in further detail in Table 4: 

 Table 4: City of Birmingham Planning Initiatives 

*The City and Parks and Recreation Board are exploring partnership opportunities with Birmingham Little League to assist in the implementation of the Kenning Park Concept 
Plan. Birmingham Little League has proposed modifying the Kenning Park Concept Plan by removing one of the three proposed ball fields.  

City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Initiatives 

I N I T I A T I V E  S U M M A R Y  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I M P L I C A T I O N  

Poppleton Park 
Concept Plan  
(2016) 

In 2016, the City prepared a concept plan which was 
endorsed by the Parks and Recreation Board and 
received by the City Commission. 

The Department of Public Services is in the 
process of requesting funding, applying for grants, 
and soliciting donations for the implementation of 
the Concept Plan. 

Adams Park  
Concept Plan  
(2016) 

The Adams Park Concept Plan presents proposed 
phasing and development plans for renovations to the 
park. The Adams Park Concept Plan was endorsed by 
the Parks and Recreation Board in August 2016 and 
received by the City Commission in October 2016. 

The Department of Public Services is in the 
process of requesting funding, applying for grants, 
and soliciting donations for the implementation of 
the Concept Plan. 

Kenning Park  
Concept Plan  
(2014) 

In 2014, the City prepared a concept plan which 
included ball field expansion and improvements. The 
Plan was endorsed by the Parks and Recreation Board 
and approved by the City Commission.  

The Department of Public Services is currently in 
the process of seeking partnerships to assist in 
the implementation of selected elements of the 
concept plan. 

Booth Park Phase III 
Concept Plan 
(2007) 

In 2007, residents and business owners throughout 
the community participated in the development of a 
Booth Park Concept Plan which identified three 
improvement phases. 

DPS has already implemented Phase I and Phase 
II of the Booth Park Concept Plan. In the next five 
years, the City anticipates implementing Phase III 
of the plan which includes the development of the 
entrance plaza.  

Barnum Park Phase 
II Concept Plan 
(2012) 

The Barnum Park Phase II Concept Plan was 
developed in 2012. The Concept Plan calls for the 
construction of four shade structures and various 
landscape improvements.   

Landscape improvements and the installation of 
two of the proposed four shade structures were 
completed in 2013. In the next five years, the City 
anticipates the installation of the final elements of 
the Barnum Park Phase II Concept Plan.   

The Rouge River Trail 
Corridor Master Plan  
(2006) 

The Rouge River Trail Corridor Master Plan identifies 
specific goals, trail improvements, concerns and 
desires for the River Rouge Trail Corridor as 
expressed by residents, City Commission, and Parks 
and Recreation Board. 

The Rouge River Trail Corridor Master Plan has 
served as a guide map for the development of the 
trail system in Birmingham. The DPS is actively 
implementing trail connections and improvements 
identified in this plan.  
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Other City of Birmingham Initiatives 

I N I T I A T I V E  S U M M A R Y  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I M P L I C A T I O N  

Birmingham Museum  
Historical Landscape 
Master Plan 
(expected 2018) 

The Birmingham Museum Historical Landscape Master Plan 
will build off the museum’s overall 2017-2020 Strategic 
Plan to integrate the museum’s mission and priorities, with 
particular emphasis on the preservation and interpretation 
of historic elements in the landscape. 

The Birmingham Museum is an important element in the 
Parks system. Recommendations developed in the 
Master Plan can present opportunities for partnership 
between Museum Leadership and the Department of 
Public Services. 

Multi-Modal  
Transportation Plan 
(2017-2018) 

The City of Birmingham is in the process of developing a 
citywide multi-modal transportation plan. The plan will be 
used by the City to improve and expand opportunities for 
pedestrians, bicycles and transit users to respond to the 
growing demand for alternative forms of travel and to 
promote safe and comfortable transportation options.  

The Multi-Modal Transportation Plan will plan for safe 
walking, biking, and transit connections to City of 
Birmingham Parks. The desire for better multi-modal 
connections was one of the most frequently heard needs 
from the public engagement process of the Parks and 
Recreation Plan.  

Eton Road  
Corridor Plan  
(2013) 

This plan addresses development along the Eton Road 
Corridor. It specifically encourages a mixed used corridor 
with a mix of commercial, service, light industrial, and 
residential uses.  

The Eton Road Corridor Plan calls for the development of 
a linear park along the CN Railroad corridor. The linear 
park could significantly improve park access in the rail 
district.   

Activating Urban 
Space: A Strategy for 
Alleys and Passages 
(2012) 

This study identifies alleys and passages in and around 
Downtown Birmingham, and seeks to provide a framework 
to classify alleys and passages into different categories 
based on their existing uses and to outline options to 
capitalize on opportunities for aesthetic improvement and 
activation of these spaces. 

The recommendations in this plan encourage the 
enhancement of the urban realm by improving pedestrian 
and bicycle connectivity and better engagement 
opportunities within alleys. Improved multi-modal access 
is important to park system and the space created in 
alleys offer the opportunity for innovative recreation 
partnerships between DPS, the Planning Department, 
and the Birmingham Shopping District.  

Triangle District  
Urban Design Plan 
(2007) 

This plan sets forth a new vision for the Triangle District as 
a vibrant, mixed-use neighborhood of homes, shops, 
restaurants, offices and public plazas and identifies 
guidelines, and recommendations to achieve this vision.  

The plan identifies opportunities for integrating public 
plazas and opens space as part of any redevelopment 
within the district. These public plazas and open spaces 
will complement the parks system.  

Wayfinding & 
Signage Design 
Program (2004) 

This plan is designed to establish a vision and long-range 
set of general guidelines for the community’s current and 
future signage needs. The document serves as a blueprint 
for addressing the signage system as it relates to way-
finding around the City and identification of points of 
interest.  

Wayfinding and signage are important elements of the 
park system. Wayfinding to parks increase residents’ 
knowledge of the system and signage within the parks 
improves the enjoyment of amenities provided.  

Downtown 
Birmingham 2016: 
Master Plan 
(1996) 

The Downtown Birmingham 2016 master plan a strategic 
document for the development of Birmingham for over 20 
years. The plan made recommendations establishing the 
development of a City with a downtown instead of the 
conventional suburban design. Some topics discussed 
include: streetscaping, traffic circulation, and overlay 
zones. 

The plan included ten park improvements; a civic square 
expansion; a traffic-calming boulevard; and specified an 
entirely new streetscape plan including lighting, benches, 
and paving. The recommendations in the plan has helped 
Birmingham develop as economically successful 
community and as one of the most walkable cities in 
Southeast Michigan. 
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Regional Initiatives 

I N I T I A T I V E  S U M M A R Y  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I M P L I C A T I O N  

Oakland County  
Trails Master Plan  
(2003) 

The Oakland County Trails Master Plan has been 
developed to provide a framework for creating a 
connected system of greenways and trails 
throughout Oakland County.  

The non motorized system serves a diverse 
range of users within the City, providing 
safe and well maintained linkages to 
important natural, cultural and civic 
destinations and other points of interest. 

The Rouge Green  
Corridor  
(2007) 

The effort is a partnership between Oakland 
County, Southfield, Beverly Hills, Birmingham, 
the Southeast Oakland County Water Authority 
(SOCWA), Oakland County Office of the Drain 
Commissioner, Friends of the Rouge, the 
Oakland Land Conservancy, and concerned 
citizens. The partnership has worked on several 
projects including the Rouge Green Corridor 
Identity Project, the Urban Habitat Conservation 
and Stewardship Project, a Self Guided Tour, 
Management Plans, Branding Package, etc. 

The Rouge is a critical part of the Parks 
system in Birmingham. Improvements to 
The Rouge Green Corridor improves City of 
Birmingham residents’ enjoyment and 
access to one of the region’s significant 
natural features.  
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Parks, Recreation, and Trails 
Inventory 
 

Opportunities for recreation are available year-round in Birmingham. Twenty-six 
parks with over 230 acres cover more than 10% of the city's total acreage, and the 
school district also provides recreational facilities. Residents can play baseball, 
softball, and tennis, and enjoy playgrounds and picnic facilities. Two nine-hole 
municipal golf courses offer golf and golf lessons. The Birmingham Racquet Club 
features indoor courts and a waiting area. Those who enjoy winter sports can sled 
and cross-country ski at Birmingham's Lincoln Hills golf course. Indoor ice skating 
is available at the Ice Sports Arena which provides for open skating, lessons and 
ice hockey group and an outside temporary ice arena at Barnum Park is available 
to use based on the climate.  

Birmingham’s parks and recreational services extend beyond its residents. The 
City’s exceptional facilities are host to a variety of private organizations and 
residents of neighboring communities who rely on the recreational facilities for 
their programming needs. Similarly, Birmingham’s parks and programmed events, 
such as In- The-Park concert series, have become regional destinations.   
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City Parks and Facilities 
Developing a complete inventory of recreation facilities, programs, and events is 
an essential component of a five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan as it 
provides a base of information to use in developing the Action Plan. 
Understanding what facilities, programs, and events are available to the City of 
Birmingham residents will assist decision-making in the future. 

The following inventory and the adjoining Parks and Recreation Inventory Map 
details the amenities currently available at each of the 26 public facilities and the 
facility's respective location.  

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) is a national, non-profit 
service organization dedicated to advancing parks, recreation and environmental 
efforts that enhance the quality of life for all people. NRPA works closely with 
national, state and local recreation and park agencies, corporations and citizens' 
groups in carrying out its objectives. As part of its activities, NRPA has created a 
hierarchy of park types which recognizes open space services at differing levels 
based on a number of characteristics including community need, park function, 
park location, and community size. NPRA provides a number of criteria that help 
communities establish a similar hierarchy for their communities, all of which are 
suggested but not required to be followed without modification by each 
community.  

The City of Birmingham is 4.8 square miles large, about 3,072 acres. Of the total 
acreage within the City, parks, recreation, and school facilities make up 315 acres 
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(10.3%), with the City owning and managing only 231 (7.5%) of those acres. While 
the parks and recreation system in the City of Birmingham is comprehensive, the 
percentage of acreage owned and maintained as a park by the City is less than 
half of the amount that many larger cities or more suburban communities have. 
Therefore, the application of the categories established by NRPA (Mini, 
Neighborhood, Community, and Regional) have been modified to best reflect the 
character and use of parks and recreation facilities in the City of Birmingham.  

Specifically, the City of Birmingham Department of Public Services considers the 
following when inventorying and classifying the parks within the its system: 

• The range of park sizes within the City. Birmingham has parks and 
recreation facilities that range from 0.2 acres to 57.13 acres. However, 11 
of the City’s 26 parks are less than 4 acres large and, with the exception 
of the golf courses, only three of the remaining parks are larger than ten 
acres: Quarton Lake, Kenning Park, and Poppleton Park. Due to the lack 
of variety in park size, specifically the City’s dearth of parks larger than 
ten acres, the City considers park size in conjunction with a variety of 
factors when establishing its hierarchy of park types.  

• The relationship of the parks to one another and their location within 
the City. While there may not be many large parks, the City considers the 
park system and each parks’ location when establishing park type. For 
example, Booth Park and Shain Park are not large in acreage but are 
located near each other and in the City’s downtown. Due to the parks’ 
proximity to each other and downtown, as well as their accessibility from 
other neighborhoods, the spaces are able to serve a larger area.  

• Site Characteristics. Often the City considers the specific a property’s 
characteristics when determining the park type, including if the site has 
areas for passive and/or active recreation, if the site is accessible from 
nearby neighborhoods, and/or if the site provides a specialized activity or 
experience.  

• The surrounding communities. The City of Birmingham also considers 
residents’ access to parks and recreation facilities in nearby communities. 
This includes activities that augment the existing system, such as 
swimming, camping, hiking, dog play etc. 

• Other available spaces. The City of Birmingham has one of the best 
downtown’s in southeast Michigan and serves as a gathering space with 
plazas and areas for walking. While the downtown may not be a park, it 
often functions as a third place for community members.  
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Mini Parks 
Mini parks are categorized as small, specialized parks that usually serve the needs of residents in the immediate 
neighborhood. These parks usually serve a limited population or specific demographic group. For detailed 
information about accessibility rankings, see page 51. 

Baldwin Well Site 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0.55 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Mini Park 

Baldwin Well Site is located at the corner of Baldwin and West Maple. No amenities are located at this site. 

Derby Well Site 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

3.57 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Mini Park 

The Derby Well Site, located on the 
northeast side of the city adjacent to the 
railroad along Derby Road, contains no 
recreational amenities 

 

Pump House Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0.2 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Mini Park 

The Pump House Park is located in the southwest portion of the city at Wakefield and Norfolk. There is some 
small play equipment located at this site. 

Redding Well Site 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0.38 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Mini Park 

Redding Well Site is located at the corner of Lakeside Drive and Redding in the northwest portion of the city. 
No amenities are located at this site 

South Well Site 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0..64 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Mini Park 

The South Well Site, which is broken into two small vacant parcels, is located at Southfield and Southlawn in 
the southwestern portion of the city. 
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Neighborhood Parks 
Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose facilities that serve as the 
recreational and social focus of a neighborhood. They provide areas for both 
passive and active recreation activities such as field games, court games, 
playgrounds, picnicking, etc. Neighborhood parks are generally serve residents 
within one-half mile.  

 

Adams Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

1.45 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Adams Park is located directly adjacent to Roeper School. In 2006, the City of Birmingham acquired the park 
property adjacent to the Roeper School. As part of the purchase agreement, the city is responsible for the 
maintenance, lawn care and snow removal; and the property must be used as a public park so long as the 
school is operated adjacent to the park. In addition, Roeper will utilize the park during the school year for 
activities currently undertaken by the school on the grounds. Amenities include a soccer field, open space, and 
a play area. 

In 2016, the Adams Parks Concept Plan was endorsed by the Parks and Recreation Board and received by the 
City Commission.  

Crestview Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

3.58 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Crestview Park is located near the southern border of Birmingham, north of Southlawn between Southfield and 
Shipman Roads. Crestview Park contains open space for soccer, two tennis courts, and playground equipment 
including swings, climbers and a play structure. There are also benches, waste receptacles, and a drinking 
fountain within the park. 

Howarth Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

1.98 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Howarth Park is located at the intersection of Cummings and Emmons Roads in the southern portion of the city. 
The park consists of open space, a baseball field, drinking fountain, benches, signage, ADA accessible path to 
access the park, and play equipment with a woodchip surfacing. The play equipment includes swings, a 
climber and a play structure. In 2005, the Birmingham Rotary Club was recognized by the Michigan Recreation 
and Parks Association with a community service award for their donation and improvements to Howarth Park. 
Improvements included a park bench, drinking fountain, and planting of new trees. 

Linden Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

7.37 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Linden Park is accessed at the intersection of Linden and Brandon, north of Lincoln Road. The park is nestled 
between residential properties and the Rouge River. The park is predominately open space with a play 
structure and woodchip surfacing near Brandon Street. A storm-water treatment control station with a gravel 
access road is also located on the east side of the park, adjacent to the Rouge River. There is access to a 
Rouge River woodchip trail along the Rouge River via Hawthorne Road. Future expansion of the Rouge trail will 
connect the play structure and provide trail access from Brandon and Shirley. 
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Linn Smith Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

3 

A C R E A G E  

2.04 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Linn-Smith Park is a small, linear shaped park on the east side of the Rouge River. The park consists entirely of 
open space and is located between the Rouge River and Southfield Road. An entry plaza along Southfield 
Road and a boardwalk located near the proposed bridge will connect Linn-Smith Park with Linden Park with 
the trail system. 

Manor Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

3 

A C R E A G E  

8.47 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Manor Park is an undeveloped nature preserve used for passive recreation. The parkland is located off Adams 
Road in the northern portion of the city, south of Big Beaver Road and adjacent to the Canadian National 
Railroad. The park is open during daylight hours and contains a variety of hardwood, ornamental and 
coniferous trees. The park is bordered by a split rail fence along Shepardbush with a gravel off-street parking 
area. Manor Park has a short chipped trail. 

Martha Baldwin Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0.99 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

The Martha Baldwin Park is located on the west side of Southfield Road at the intersection of Southfield and 
Maple Roads. The park consists of open space, mature trees, and a water garden. There is a bench and steps 
leading into the park from Maple. 

The park is named after Martha Baldwin who donated the land to the City in 1913. Martha Baldwin, a native of 
Birmingham, teacher, and elected official significantly contributed to the development of the City. A four-
member board ensures that the wishes and memory Martha Baldwin are preserved at her namesake park. 

Pembroke Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

5.3 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Pembroke Park comprises one block on the 
east side of Birmingham between Eton, 
Edenborough, Windemere and Buckingham. 
The park includes open space and several 
pieces of playground equipment including 
swings, slides, climbers, sandboxes, play-
structures and rockers installed over a 
woodchip base. The park also contains a 
Little League baseball field, picnic tables, two 
tennis courts, a soccer area, a hard surface 
basketball area, drinking fountain, and 
signage. 
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Quarton Tennis Court 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

0.43 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

Quarton Tennis Courts are located at the corner of Oak at Glenhurst. The site includes two tennis courts, one 
trash receptacle and one drinking fountain. 

St. James Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

5.98 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

St. James Park is located in the southern 
portion of the city, south of Lincoln and 
directly south of the Birmingham YMCA. St. 
James Park contains open space which is 
used for a soccer area during the summer 
months. The park also has the city’s only 
regulation-size baseball diamond in 
addition to two tennis courts, and several 
pieces of ADA- compliant play equipment 
installed over a woodchip surface. Also, the 
park contains a hard surface basketball 
area, benches and trash containers located 
in the proximity of the play equipment.   

The City of Birmingham has discussed 
partnership opportunities as it relates to St. 
James Park, specifically with the YMCA.  

W. Lincoln Well Site 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

3 

A C R E A G E  

2.24 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Neighborhood Park 

The Lincoln Well Site is located on the south side of Lincoln Road at Westchester Way. The park contains open 
space, two tennis courts and play equipment including swings, slides, sandbox and rockers. 
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Community Parks 
Community parks typically contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet 
the diverse needs of residents from the community. Community parks may include 
areas for intense active recreation as well as passive recreation opportunities not 
commonly found in mini or neighborhood parks. Community parks generally serve 
residents within a three-mile radius. Community parks also include smaller parks 
that are more specialized in nature and are meant to serve the entire community.  

 

  

Birmingham Museum (Formerly 
Birmingham Historical Museum 
& Park) 

A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   
R A N K I N G  

3 
 

A C R E A G E  

2.83 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

The Birmingham Museum is located in the City’s Mill Pond Historic District at the corner of Maple and 
Southfield Roads in downtown Birmingham.  In 1969, voters approved a bond to purchase the historic 1928 
Allen House and surrounding land adjacent to the Rouge River.  Shortly thereafter, the 1822 John West Hunter 
House was donated to the city and relocated to the property next to the Allen House. In 2001, the Birmingham 
Museum (formerly Birmingham Historical Museum & Park) was established at the site to preserve and interpret 
Birmingham’s unique story. The museum is operated by the City with a seven-member Museum Board 
functioning in an advisory role. Partial funding is provided by an endowment. The park and historic buildings 
are maintained by the city. The Birmingham Museum recently updated its overall strategic plan for 2017-2020, 
and is in the process of updating its historic landscape master plan for 2018 with an emphasis on preserving 
and interpreting the historic elements of the landscape. 

Barnum Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

9.0 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Barnum Park is located at Pierce and Frank 
and includes such features as a play 
structure, softball, soccer fields, a crushed 
stone walking path, garden sanctuary, tree-
lined promenade and an outdoor ice rink. 

Design work and improvements were 
completed in 2012.  These features are the 
sanctuary, heart of the park, play area and 
overall landscape improvements. The 
improvements were primarily funded using 
donation dollars. In 2013, the City 
completed landscape improvements which 
included the installation of two of the 
planned four shade structures. 
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Booth Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

3.93 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Booth Park is located at the southwest 
intersection of Old Woodward and Harmon, 
north of the Rouge River branch. Its 
features include an expansive playscape, a 
labyrinth and tunnel, turf hill/amphitheater, 
during the winter months an area for 
sledding, rain garden, stabilized stream 
banks, native plantings, a trail connecting to 
the Rouge River Trail, and open green 
space. 

The award-winning park was originally the 
site of the turn- of-the-century inter-urban 
railway system. It was later purchased by 
the Booth family and then donated to the 
City by the Cranbrook Foundation. It is now 
a beautiful recreational area attracting 
hundreds of visitors from all over southeast 
Michigan. 

In 2007, residents and business owners 
throughout the community raised more 
than $170,000 in private donations and 
also participated heavily in the planning of 
the park. In the span of just one week, the 
playscape structures were built thanks to 
the helping hands of hundreds of 
community residents. 
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Kenning Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 
 

A C R E A G E  

21.71 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Kenning Park is located in the southeast 
portion of the city adjacent to Lincoln Road. 
The site is the primary recreation complex 
in the community and is home to the Ice 
Sports Arena. Outdoor facilities at Kenning 
Park include three Little League baseball 
diamonds and one softball diamond, four 
tennis courts, open space and playground 
equipment with an ADA accessible path 
leading from the parking area to the 
playground. 

In 2004, a skate park was installed on the 
east side of the arena. The city has also 
negotiated a long-term lease for the 
Racquet Club at Kenning Park. The 
contractor provides two tennis bubbles 
which cover six courts during the winter 
months. These bubbles meet the demand 
for year-round tennis opportunities for area 
residents. Inside the racquet club are locker 
rooms, a pro shop, and children’s nursery. 
Adult and junior lessons, tennis leagues, 
club mixers, and court time for individual 
play are part of the 32-week indoor season. 

Birmingham residents pay a reduced 
membership fee. 

In 2014, the City prepared a concept plan 
which was endorsed by the Parks and 
Recreation Board and received by the City 
Commission. This plan included a 
partnership with the Birmingham Little 
League, who offered to partner in making 
significant improvements to the ball fields. 
The City and the Parks and Recreation 
Board continue to discuss bringing some 
elements of the Master Plan to fruition.    

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

38 

DRAFT · February 1, 2018 

 

Ice Sports Arena 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

21.71 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

The Birmingham Ice Sports Arena is located 
on the Kenning Park property in the 
southeast portion of the city. The indoor 
arena contains a regulation sized ice rink 
with bleacher seating for 920 spectators. A 
smaller, studio arena is used for lessons 
and skate parties within the complex.  The 
arena has a contracted pro shop and is 
open for use August through May. 

 
 

Lincoln Hills Golf Course 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

3 

A C R E A G E  

57.13 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

The nine-hole municipal Lincoln Hills Golf 
Course is located in the southwest portion 
of the city off 14 Mile Road.  

Some of the amenities offered are: power 
golf cart and pull-cart rentals; lessons; rental 
clubs; and merchandise, food and beverage 
for purchase. A membership is available to 
Birmingham residents, Birmingham property 
owners, Birmingham businesses, and non-
residents. Non-members may play during 
April and October. Lincoln Hills is also made 
available for winter activities including 
sledding and cross-country skiing.  

In fall 2010, an off-leash dog area was 
established at Lincoln Hills Golf Course. The 
city has installed fencing, signage, waste 
receptacles, and a dog waste bag 
dispenser for the designated dog park area. 
Resident and non-residents access the dog 
park through a key fob. 

In fall 2010, an off-leash dog area was re-
established at Lincoln Hills Golf Course. The 
city has installed fencing, signage, waste 
receptacles, and a dog waste bag 
dispenser for the designated dog park area. 
Residents and community members access 
the dog park through a key fob.   
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Poppleton Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

17.21 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Poppleton Park comprises a significant piece 
of property in the northern portion of the city, 
east of Woodward Avenue. The park is 
accessed from Oxford and Rivenoak Roads, 
both of which are residential streets. The 
north end of Poppleton Park contains several 
pieces of play equipment including swings, 
climbers, sandboxes, and playscapes. There 
are also benches and trash containers in this 
area as well as considerable open space. 
Poppleton Park also contains a softball field 
with an athletic mix infield, grassy outfield, 
warning track, homerun fence and bleachers. 
A paved parking lot is located at the end of 
Rivenoak Road.  A drinking fountain is 
located between the parking lot and baseball 
field. The park also has two tennis courts. 

In 2016, the City prepared a concept plan 
which was endorsed by the Parks and 
Recreation Board and received by the City 
Commission.  

 
 

Quarton Lake 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

57.13 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Quarton Lake, located on the city’s west side, 
is fed by the Rouge River. The Quarton Lake 
Park surrounds the lake almost entirely and 
provides passive recreation areas for the 
public. In 2005, the park and lake underwent 
restoration which included: dredging of 
sediment, removal of invasive species, 
shoreline stabilization, creation of a fish 
habitat, and an assessment of the tributary 
stream corridor. Lake restoration activities 
were coordinated with improvements to the 
adjacent park. Park improvements included 
the clean-up and beautification of the historic 
park grounds and the extension of several 
pathways and parking areas to improve 
accessibility. Further improvements also 
included creating several viewing areas, 
installing a footbridge over the water just 
below the dam, adding a new fishing pier, 
and improving the pathway system.  
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Shain Park 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

2.26 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

Shain Park (located on Merrill Street in downtown 
Birmingham) is often considered the heart of the City. 
The 2010 renovations include a plaza fountain with 
granite décor, a band shell, a new children’s play area, 
paved Merrill Street, the relocation of the Marshall 
Fredericks statue, installation of a performance stage 
area with open lawn space for large audiences, and a 
reconstructed parking lot. 

 

Springdale Park and Golf Course 
A C C E S S I B I L I T Y   

R A N K I N G  

4 

A C R E A G E  

45.03 
C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  

Community Park 

The Springdale Park and Golf Course, the older of the 
City’s two golf courses, was designed by Jerry Matthews 
and built in the 1920s. The course is characterized as 
challenging and picturesque with its location along the 
Rouge River in the northeast corner of the City. A Par 34 
with total yardage of 2,700 from the back tees will 
challenge weekly golfers looking to brush up on their 
short game and provide fun for players of all levels.  

The par for men and women is 34, and the course 
yardage from the blue tees is 2,732 yards and 2,196 
from the red tees. The clubhouse offers power carts, pull 
carts, food and beverage for purchase, and league play.  

A membership is available to Birmingham residents, 
Birmingham property owners, Birmingham businesses, 
and non-residents.  

In addition to the golf course, the site also offers 
Springdale Park which is a popular venue for all types of 
parties, family events and “get together.” The park 
portion of the property is located at the north end of the 
property. There is a paved drive and parking area, large 
pavilion with tables and benches, ADA compliant 
playground equipment with woodchip surfacing, grills, a 
drinking fountain, and open space. Park-goers have 
access to the clubhouse restrooms while using the park 
facilities. The pavilion is available for group rentals. 

 

 
 



Table 1: Recreation Inventory 
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PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES                                                                     
Pump House Park 0.2         x   x                     x x                             
Redding Well Site 0.38                                   x                               
Baldwin Well Site 0.55                                   x                               
South Well Site 0.64                                   x                               
Derby Well Site 3.67                                   x         1                     
Quarton Tennis Court 0.43         x   x                 2                   1               
Martha Baldwin Park 0.99         x   x                     x                               
Adams Park 1.45         x   x             x       x x 1                           
Howarth Park 1.98         x   x       1             x x       3     2               
Linn-Smith Park 2.04                                   x                               
West Lincoln Well Site 2.24     x   x   x                 2   x x       2     1               
Crestview Park 3.58         x   x             x   2     x       3     1               
Pembroke Park 5.3         x 1 x       1     x   2   x x x     4     2               
St. James Park 5.98     x   x 1 x           1 x   2   x x x     3     2               
Linden Park 7.37         x   x               x     x x                             
Manor Park 8.47         x   x               x     x                               
Shain Park 2.26   x x   x x x                     x x       x     2               
Birmingham Museum 2.83   x x x x   x                     x                               
Booth Park 3.93   x     x   x               x     x x       3     1 x             
Barnum Park 9     x   x   x         1   x x   x x x       8     2               
Poppleton Park 17.21     x   x   x         1       2   x x       3     1               
Kenning Park 21.71     x   x   x     x 3 1   x   4   x x       3     3               
Quarton Lake 27.03     x   x 4 x               x     x                     x         
Springdale Park and Golf Course 45.03   x x x x   x                     x x     x x x x 1               
Lincoln Hills Golf Course 57.13     x x     x x                                 x   x x   x       
Ice Sports Arena na     x x x   x                   x                         x x     
TOTAL ACREAGE 231.4                                                                   
PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES                                                                     
Quarton School 6.85   x x x             2     x         x 4                   x   x   
Pierce School 10.9   x x x             x x   x         x 2                   x   x   
Derby Middle School 21.44   x x x                 x 2           3                   x   x x 
Seaholm High School 44.54   x x x         x       2 x   7   x     2                 x   x x 
Midvale Center n/a   x x x                             x                     x   x   
TOTAL ACREAGE 83.73                                                                   
PRIVATE SCHOOL FACILITIES                                                                     
Roeper School 1.52   x x x x   x   x                                         x       
Holy Name Catholic School 3.52   x x   x   x                                             x       
Eton Academy 4.43   x x   x   x                     x                       x       
Our Shepherd Lutheran 9.17   x x x x   x                     x x 2                   x       
TOTAL ACREAGE 19.14                                                                   
PRIVATE RECREATION FACILITIES                                                                     
Community House 0.85   x x   x                                                 x       
YMCA 1.52   x x   x                                                     x x 
Forest Hills Swim Club 1.65   x x   x                                                       x 
Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center 3.43   x x   x                                                         
Birmingham Racquet Club na                               6                                   
TOTAL ACREAGE 7.5                                                                   
TOTAL ACREAGE (ALL ABOVE) 451.94                                                                   

	

Mini Park 

Neighborhood Park 

Community Park 
	

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3
3
4
4
4
4
3
4
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
3

Table 6: Recreation Inventory
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School Facilities 
The City of Birmingham maintains a working relationship with the Birmingham 
Public School District. As is detailed in the next chapter, the school district 
provides much of the recreation programming through the Community Education 
Program. The city and schools maintain communication for use of city and school 
facilities with an informal policy for scheduling. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES 
A total of five public school properties were inventoried for available recreation 
facilities. While school facilities are not accessible at all times and are not 
maintained or upgraded by the City of Birmingham, they do play an important role 
in the provision of recreation opportunities and facilities to residents. 

Derby Middle School:  
Derby Middle School is located in the northeast portion of the city between 
Adams Road and the Canadian National Railroad. The school is located on a 
large piece of property which includes a practice football field, two soccer 
fields, a regulation-size baseball field and a football field with goal posts. The 
school site also has three basketball hoops and a partial asphalt path leading 
past the baseball field near the railroad tracks. The school also has an indoor 
pool. 

Midvale Center: 
The Midvale Center is located adjacent to the Seaholm High School property 
along Midvale Street. The center includes the Birmingham Area Senior 
Group (NEXT) and the BPS Early Childhood Center. There are swings, a play 
structure, tot lot structure and baseball field on the west side of the Center. 

Pierce Elementary School:  
Pierce School is located near the southern border of the city, east of Pierce 
Road. The site contains two basketball hoops, a baseball field, two soccer 
field, and play equipment including swings, three play structures, climbers, 
etc. 

Quarton Elementary School:  
The Quarton Elementary School is located near the western border of the 
city, off Oak Street. The school property includes a practice soccer field, 
baseball fields, four basketball hoops, and play equipment including swings, 
climbers and two play structures. On a city-owned parcel adjacent to the 
school sits two tennis courts, a bench, trash receptacle and a drinking 
fountain. 

Seaholm High School:  
Birmingham Seaholm High School is located on the western edge of the city, 
north of Lincoln Road. The high school property includes seven tennis courts 
and a football/soccer stadium with lights, a press box, scoreboard and 
bleachers, a baseball and softball field with bleachers as well as open areas 
for practice fields. The high school has an indoor pool, outdoor track and a 
climbing high rope course. The property is also the location of the 
Birmingham Community Education Department. 
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PRIVATE SCHOOL FACILITIES  
There are four private schools within the city boundaries including: 

Eton Academy:  
Eton Academy is located in the southeast portion of the city, adjacent to 
Melton Road, south of Kenning Park.  The Academy has one soccer field, 
benches and a small open area with swings and a playscape. 

Holy Name Catholic School:  
Holy Name Catholic School is located north of Harmon Street, west of Old 
Woodward Avenue. The school has a small playscape. 

Our Shepherd Lutheran:  
Our Shepherd Lutheran School is located in the southeast portion of the city, 
south of Lincoln Street. The property includes a practice softball diamond, a 
soccer field, indoor gym, open space and play equipment. 

Roeper School:  
Roeper School is located in the northeast portion of the city, north of Maple 
Road. The school is adjacent to Adams Park. The property includes a soccer 
field, basketball courts, open space, and a play area. 
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Regional Parks and Facilities 
Regional parks offer unique natural features that are particularly suited for outdoor 
recreation, such as viewing and studying nature, fishing, boating, hiking, and trail 
use. Many also include active play areas such as ball field or courts. While these 
parks are not used for formal programming by the City of Birmingham, they 
provide active and passive recreational opportunities to the residents of the 
community. Regional facilities are provided by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, the Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority, and Oakland County Parks 
System. The regional parks located within close proximity (30 miles) of the City are 
sown on Map 3- Regional Parks and Facilities. While the following describes the 
nearly 6,000 acres of natural landscapes and outdoor recreation provided 
through the Oakland County Parks System. 
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Addison Oaks:   
Addison Oaks is a scenic 1,139-acre park in northeast Oakland County with 
two lakes and spring-fed ponds. 

Catalpa Oaks:  
Catalpa Oaks' nearly 24 acres of open space is nestled in Southfield, just 
west of Greenfield Road. The park currently features six soccer fields, a 
baseball diamond and softball field. Fields are reserved by permit. 

Glen Oaks: 
The Glen Oaks Golf Course features an 18-hole, Par 70 course with 
challenging Par 3 holes crossing streams, with rolling terrain. The 122-acre 
course includes a 1920's English-style stone clubhouse designated as a 
Michigan Historical Building serves as a beautiful setting for banquets, 
weddings and golf outings (food service provided by Oak Management). 
There's also a formal garden ideal for outdoor weddings. 

Groveland Oaks: 
Groveland Oaks County Park is a summer family favorite, with picnicking, 
swimming and family camping on 362 acres near Holly. 

Highland Oaks:  
Highland Oaks offers 302 acres of picturesque rolling hills, wetlands and old 
pastures. Located within the headwaters of the Shiawassee River, Highland 
Oaks preserves sensitive habitat while providing recreational experiences in 
a natural setting. 

Independence Oaks:  
Enjoy year-round recreation in this naturally-maintained 1,285-acre park near 
Clarkston. 

Lyon Oaks:  
Lyon Oaks in Wixom preserves 800 acres of environmentally sensitive 
wetlands within a 1,041-acre park. The park features a 13-acre, fenced dog 
park. 

Orion Oaks:  
Orion Oaks County Park preserves more than 916 acres of environmentally-
sensitive green space. 

Red Oaks:  
At this 163-acre park built on the Red Run Drain, golfers, dog lovers and 
sports enthusiasts will find clean, safe facilities and opportunities to enjoy the 
outdoors with family and friends. 

Rose Oaks:  
Rose Oaks Park preserves 640 acres of gently rolling open meadows and 
wooded uplands, including approximately 200 acres of valuable wetlands 
and frontage on several glacial lakes within the site. 
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Springfield Oaks:  
Springfield Oaks County Park's 332 acres is home to the annual Oakland 
County Fair, the historic Ellis Barn, the Springfield Oaks Golf Course and a 
Community Service Garden. 

Waterford Oaks: 
Waterford Oaks is a 185-acre park near Pontiac, headquarters of the Oakland 
County Parks and Recreation Commission. 

White Lake Oaks:  
White Lake Oaks is a scenic 18-hole, par 70 course. The 197-acre course is a 
well-manicured, player-friendly layout with front nine open and back nine 
tight, featuring wetlands and woodlands. The new clubhouse features a pro 
shop, club room, garden patio, and banquet facilities for groups up to 200. 
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Barrier Free Accessibility 
The passage of the American Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) requires all areas of 
public service, including parks and other recreation facilities, to have barrier-free 
accessibility. An evaluation of the City of Birmingham’s parks and recreation 
facilities has been conducted as part of the inventory. In accordance with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) standards, facilities were 
evaluated to determine if a person with any of the following criteria can safely and 
independently access and use the park or facility: 

• Has limited sight or is blind 
• Uses a wheelchair 
• Has a hearing impairment or is deaf 
• Uses a walking aid 
• Has a mental impairment 

A five-point evaluation system was used to rank each facility’s accessibility. The 
system is described below and the accessibility rankings can be found in the 
Inventory Tables starting on page 31. 

 

The park is not accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. The site includes little paved areas and the facilities such as 
play equipment or picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

The park is somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. Either the parking area or pathways are paved, but not both. 
Many of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily 
accessible. 

The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. Most of the parking areas and pathways are paved, and some 
of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are accessible but 
may be completely barrier-free. 

The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. Parking areas and pathways area paved, and most of the 
facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas area easily accessible. 

The entire park was developed or renovated using the principles of 
universal design, a design approach which enables all environments to be 
usable by everyone, to the greatest extent possible, regardless of age, 
ability, or situation. 

  

Level 1.  

Level 2.  

Level 3.  

Level 4.  

Level 5.  
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INCLUS I VE  P LAY  

For children with and without 
disabilities, the community 
playground can facilitate a positive 
environment for physical activity 
and inclusion.  

The ADA Accessibility Guidelines 
(ADAAG), signed into law in 2010, 
detail enforceable standards for 
physical accessibility. However, 
these standards do not include 
elements designed for children with 
Down syndrome, sensory disorders, 
and visual and hearing 
impairments.  

New attention has been focused on 
inclusive playgrounds and universal 
design that can serve a diverse 
population, including children with 
physical, cognitive, emotional and 
sensory disabilities.  

The following elements are 
considered essential activities for 
inclusive play: 

• Sensory play 
• Music 
• Swinging 
• Spinning 
• Sliding 
• Socialization/imaginative 
• Safety, comfort and access  

 

Sources: United States Access Board, Landscape Structures; 
InclusivePlaygrounds.org 
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INTE RA CTI VE  P LAY  –  S P LAS H P AD S  

Splash pads or spray parks have made a big splash as a common replacement for aging 
swimming pools or alternative aquatic amenity, particularly because they still provide the 
community with aquatic experiences without the high operating costs of traditional pools. 
Spray parks do not require high levels of staffing, require only minimal maintenance and 
offer a low-cost alternative to a swimming pool. They typically appeal to kids 2–12 year olds 
and can be a stand-alone facility in a community park or incorporated inside a family 
aquatic center. 

• Splash pads tend to serve as a regional amenity, with some cities reporting over 10,000 visitors at 
parks from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Cities can choose to charge an admission fee for 
residents and/or nonresidents to control crowds and ensure enough revenue to fund maintenance 
and staffing.  

• The location of a splash pad is important. Cities should analyze several potential locations for 
visibility, parking capacity, screening from neighbors and accessibility for the public.  

Source: National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) Aquatic Trends, 2016 
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Quasi-Public and  
Private Recreation Facilities 
Recreation facilities which are not owned or operated by the City of Birmingham 
or the Public School District were also inventoried due to their relevance in the 
provision of recreational opportunities to Birmingham residents. 

Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center: The Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center is 
located in the southwest portion of the city, west of Cranbrook Road, adjacent to 
the Lincoln Hills Golf Course. The non-profit Art Center offers over 500 high-
quality art classes and workshops annually for students of all ages and abilities. 
The Center also holds a children’s art camp, changing exhibitions and 
competitions, works of fine art for purchase or rental and a student pottery sale. 
The annual Birmingham Fine Arts Festival is held each year in May. A Gallery Shop 
is located in the Center, providing an opportunity to purchase high quality fine 
works of art by regional and national artists. 

First United Methodist Church: The Christian Life Center, located on Maple, west 
of Southfield. The center offers a wide range of physical, social and spiritual 
enrichment activities that can be integrated through recreation, education and 
fellowship and serves all ages. 

Park, is a private swim club in Birmingham that is open from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. 

The Community House:  On January 5, 1921, a small group of women officially 
committed themselves to the concept that "a house big enough for dances, mass 
raise funds to establish such a center. In April 1923, they rented a small house on 
the corner of Bates and Maple, officially establishing the first Community House. 

When the community recognized the need for a larger establishment, a campaign 
was initiated and on April 28, 1930, The Community House on Bates Street 
opened to the public. The original structure covered the area from Townsend 
Street on the south to the middle of the block, where the center chimney is now, 
on the north. The rest of the building (from the center chimney to Merrill Street) 
was added in October 1990. 

In its more than 90 years of existence, and in spite of overwhelming changes in 
our society, The Community House has stayed true to its mission of building a 
strong community. People of all ages and interests continue to be served by the 
many and varied programs and services offered by The Community House. 

Birmingham Family YMCA:  The Birmingham YMCA is located adjacent to Lincoln 
Road, west of Woodward and directly north of St. James Park. The YMCA offers 
classes, programs and activities for all ages, that are detailed in the ‘programs’ 
portion of this chapter. The YMCA has gymnasiums, swimming pools, weight 
rooms, exercise rooms and a variety of individual meeting rooms. 
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Programming 
An understanding of the programs and events which are currently offered by the 
City of Birmingham as well as programs offered by other entities within the city will 
help identify programming needs and avoid the duplication of services. 

Birmingham Next (formerly Birmingham Area Seniors Coordinating Council and 
Center): Birmingham Next is a non-profit tax-exempt organization providing 
services to persons 55 and older in the Birmingham School District and 
surrounding communities. The Senior Center is located within the Midvale Center 
with membership costs varying. Next offers such services as activities and travel 
programs, meal programs, medical equipment for loan, housing information, 
support groups, transportation and information and referrals. Next publishes a 
newsletter highlighting activities, classes, information and opportunities such as 
new tax laws, holiday parties, computer classes, aerobics, golf and bowling 
leagues, card games and support groups. 

City of Birmingham Golf Courses: The Junior Golf Program is available for 
children between the ages of 7 and 14 during the summer school break. The 
program teaches golf fundamentals and offers golf on the Course. Adult golf 
leagues are a staple at both golf courses during the week.  

City of Birmingham Ice Sports Arena: Programs offered through the City of 
Birmingham at the Ice Sports Arena include skating lessons for beginners to 
freestyle, an annual ice show, group parties, parents and tots skating and hockey, 
and adult hockey. Open skating is available on various days and times. 

City of Birmingham In-the-Park Summer Concerts: “In-the-Park” concerts are 
offered Wednesday evenings in Shain Park from mid-June to mid-August. The 
event highlights a wide variety of musical talents from the surrounding areas. 

YMCA:  The YMCA offers many programs and activities for all ages. Membership 
fees vary. Some of the classes and activities offered include: 

• Babysitting 
• In-line hockey 
• Open swim 
• Senior activities 
• Weight training 
• Yoga 
• Dance 
• Fitness screening 
• Kickboxing 

 

• Parties and events 
• Soccer 
• Wellness classes 
• Day camps 
• Gymnastics 
• Massage therapy 
• Preschool programs 
• Swim lessons 
• Wrestling 

Volunteer Organizations/Leagues/Associations/Public/Private Partnerships: In 
addition to the above listed recreational programs, many other clubs and groups 
offer social, competitive, and child-oriented recreational activities. Many of these 
groups are volunteer organizations requiring payment of annual or monthly dues 
to support activities. 

These groups serve an integral role in recreation planning because they offer 
programs for residents that are not offered by the City of Birmingham. The 
following groups are active in Birmingham and utilize city properties and facilities: 
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• Birmingham Baseball Little League 
• Birmingham Beverly Hills Church Softball League 
• Birmingham Bloomfield Soccer Club 
• Birmingham Figure Skating Club 
• Birmingham Friends and Relatives Conservatory 
• Birmingham Girls Softball League 
• Birmingham Hockey Association 
• Birmingham Racquet Club 
• Birmingham United Soccer 
• Birmingham-Bloomfield Art Association 
• Holy Name Hurricane Club – Holy Name School 

Special Events: Additional special events held in Birmingham throughout the year 
include: 

• Art Birmingham  
• Birmingham Winter Market 
• Celebrate Birmingham 

Hometown Parade  
• Dash for Destiny 
• Day on the Town 
• Farmer’s Market 
• Fine Art Festival   
• Halloween Parade 
• Holiday Tree Lighting 

• Memorial Day Ceremony 
• Night on The Town 
• Our Town Art Exhibition 

and Sale 
• Pumpkin Patch  
• Summer in the City 
• Veteran’s Day Ceremony 
• Village Fair 
• Woodward Dream Cruise   

 

Public Schools Community Education: The Birmingham Public Schools offer 
many classes and organized activities throughout the year, some of which include: 

• Aerobics and Pilates  
• Baseball camp 
• Beading classes  
• Boating 
• Culinary arts and 

entertaining classes 
• Dance 
• Digital photography 
• Fencing 

 

• Home, garden and pet 
classes 

• Languages 
• Martial Arts/Self Defense 
• Music 
• Safety/first aid and CPR 

classes 
• Skating 
• Swim lessons 
• Tennis 
• Yoga 
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Basis for Action Plan 
 

An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of 
the community. The needs serve as a basis for the development of the Action 
Plan. This task is accomplished using a compilation of several methods, including 
information gathered during the public input process and surveys, comparing the 
City to national recreation guidelines for the size of the community, and 
consultation with the Department of Public Services and the Parks and Recreation 
Board. 
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Planning and Public Input 
Working together with the City of Birmingham Department of Public Services and 
Parks and Recreation Board Subcommittee, McKenna coordinated and conducted 
various outreach events throughout the planning process for robust and open 
community input. Participants at such events included residents, specific parks 
and recreation stakeholders, and community organizations’ representatives. In 
total, there were four methods used as part of this program that have resulted in 
meaningful public engagement: 

1. Farmers Market “Field Day” – On Sunday, September 17, 2017 the 
City of Birmingham parks and recreation team and McKenna 
conducted public engagement during the Harvest Festival Farmers 
Market. Teams were on-site from 9:00AM until 2:00PM to facilitate 
quick, fun engagement exercises with visitors to the market. In total, 
the McKenna team estimated engaging over 450 individuals during 
the five-hour engagement period. Participants included young families 
and older individuals.   

Input collected from the field day highlight family-friendly ideas such 
as the development of a splash pad, park design improvements for 
supervising multiple children, the incorporation of rubber surface 
materials, and universally accessible playgrounds. In addition, 
residents contributed ideas for capital development-focused facilities 
improvements like improved parking, an outdoor pool, and restrooms.    
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2. Online and Hard Copy Surveys – McKenna launched online 
and hard copy surveys related to the City’s overall parks and 
recreation program, and the Ice Sports Arena and Golf 
Courses specifically. Links to the surveys were made 
available at the City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan Update website and on social media. Hard copy 
surveys were located at strategic locations throughout the 
City including City Hall and the Library. The surveys were 
made available for 45 days. At the end of the survey period, 
the City received the following number of survey responses: 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey:  
417 responses 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Golf Courses Survey:  
324 responses 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Ice Arena Survey:  
260 responses 

Most of the completed surveys were from residents between 
the ages of 35-49 and 50-64, 38% and 37% of all responses 
respectively. Individuals aged 65 and better made up 15% of 
all responses and just 10% of the responses were from 
individuals 18-34 years old. No responses were received from 
individuals 17 and younger.   

Individuals in Quadrants B and D were equally represented, 
each accounting for 34% of the total survey responses. 
Quadrant A and Quadrant C also were equally represented 
accounting for 17% and 16% of all survey responses.  

Generally, residents were familiar with the facilities and 
programs offered by Birmingham Parks and Recreation (88%). 
While most reported using parks for exercise, fitness, and 
casual sports (87%) followed by children’s play and cultural 
events (45% each).  

  

PUB LIC RES TR OO MS   
D ES IG N AND  S IT ING  

Throughout the public 
engagement process, many 
residents expressed a desire for 
restrooms and portable toilets to 
be sited at neighborhood and 
community parks. With the 
increased importance of parks and 
recreation facilities over the next 
twenty years, many government 
agencies are recognizing the 
benefits of investing in bathrooms 
that serve users of outdoor 
athletics and recreation facilities. 
However, there are specific design 
and maintenance considerations 
that should go into the 
development of a restroom or 
portable toilet location.  

• Achieving exterior restroom design that 
matches local community architecture 
creates a local feel to park restrooms. 
New restrooms that architecturally 
match the neighborhood blend in to 
create a community acceptance. 

• Portable toilets can also be screened 
from view to improve the aesthetics of 
a neighborhood park. In Santa Cruz, 
California, many portable toilets are 
screed with trellises that grow 
attractive vines or the enclosure is 
framed with a poster or public art.   

• The cost of restroom maintenance can 
be reduced by building with longer-
lasting, stronger components. In 
addition, many parks and recreation 
providers utilize security cameras to 
supervise facilities when facilities are 
locked and staff are off the clock. 
Security cameras are a relatively low-
cost way to keep vandalism down.  
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Overall the survey sought to gauge to what degree residents value the 
parks and recreation system, if the current parks and recreation 
facilities meet the needs of residents, and what should be the 
Department’s future priorities. 

Overwhelmingly, participants recognized that parks and recreation 
programs are important to their quality of life, regardless if they use 
the programs on a regular basis (99% of all respondents). 
Respondents largely rated the maintenance of parks and recreation 
facilities, availability of public spaces, and overall existing outdoor 
facilities to be excellent or good (over 80%). Similarly, over 60% of 
residents reported that the existing parkland, playgrounds, community 
and special events, and golf courses meet the needs of the 
community. However, over 50% of respondents reported that the 
existing walking and biking trails fall short of the needs of the 
community and over 30% agreed that the available WIFI connections, 
environmental/nature education programs, and aquatic programs also 
fall short of the needs of the community.   

When asked what new or enhanced opportunities residents would like 
to see within the City, nearly 47% of all respondents choose 
hiking/walking trails, followed by restrooms (44%), adult fitness and 
wellness (36%), community gardens (33%), and bicycling (32%). These 
responses were very similar to the open-ended questions that asked 
what residents felt are the top three recreational priorities for 
Birmingham in the next 10 years. The word cloud below shows the 
most frequently used phases for respondents’ number one priorities.  
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The Ice Sports Arena and Golf Course Surveys sought to understand 
specific users’ experience with each facility.  Respondents’ 
experiences with the golf courses were positive. Nearly 93% of all 
respondents reported satisfaction with the City of Birmingham Golf 
Course with 56% of all respondents living in Birmingham. Half of 
respondents felt that the City should prioritize the golf course the 
same as other parks within the city. Improvements suggestions 
included: improved general maintenance, speed of play and the 
greens, and improved bunkers/sand traps. 

Respondents to the Ice Sports Arena were split 58% residents, 42% 
nonresidents.  Satisfaction with the facility was mixed; 47% of 
respondents reported satisfaction with 59% of survey respondents 
believing that the City of Birmingham should prioritize improvements 
to the Ice Arena more than other parks. 42% of respondents are willing 
to pay between zero and ten percent more in fees for improvements. 
While, 38% of respondents would be willing to pay more than 10% in 
increased fees for improvements. The word cloud below shows the 
most commonly provided suggestions for improvement to the Ice 
Sports Arena, with larger locker rooms being mentioned 
approximately 100 times.     
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3. Roundtable Discussions – On September 21, 22, and 26, 2017, 
McKenna conducted Roundtable Discussions with a number of 
stakeholders. The Roundtable Discussions ensured that 
representatives from specific stakeholder groups were able to provide 
feedback about their organization’s perceived parks and recreation 
needs. 

City Leadership and Boards and Commission Liaisons stressed the 
importance of coordination in planning activities, especially with the 
development of the non-motorized transportation system and in efforts 
to acquire land for a linear park in the triangle district. The Birmingham 
Public Schools recognized both the schools and the parks limited 
capacity to provide space for organized sports league. 
Representatives from various leagues, associations, and nonprofits 
expressed a strong interest in developing partnerships with the 
department to improve their operations. The neighborhood 
associations shared their commitment to their respective 
neighborhoods and a desire for the parks to remain a special place 
within their communities. 

• City Leadership, Boards & Commissions Liaisons 

• Coordination 

• Birmingham Public Schools 

• Capacity 

• Leagues, Associations, Nonprofits 

• Partnership  

• Neighborhood Associations 

• Commitment 
 

4. Open House and Presentation – On October 3, 2017, McKenna 
hosted an Open House before the start of the regularly scheduled 
Parks and Recreation Board Meeting. Using the exercises from the 
Farmers Market “Field Day” and open-ended comment cards, the 
team collected additional public input. During the Parks and 
Recreation Board Meeting, McKenna made a presentation on the 2018 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan Planning Process and accepted 
public comment. An estimated thirty to forty residents participated in 
the Open House and attended the following presentation. The 
participants generally were older couples and individuals. 

The input received at the Open House reflected the needs of the 
specific residents that were present the Open House. Common 
themes that emerged were multimodal connections, the desire for 
natural resource/open space preservation and management, and 
capital improvements. 
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MAJOR THEMES FROM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Throughout the public engagement process people were generally positive about 
the parks and recreation facilities in Birmingham. However, several community 
values emerged throughout the process that can be used to prioritize 
improvements to the system. These include: 

Natural Area Stewardship: Throughout the engagement efforts, many comments 
were made about the desires to preserve and maintain natural areas and open 
spaces within the City. When asked what the City of Birmingham’s priorities for the 
next ten years should be over 14% of respondents mentioned the need to 
preserve and manage open space.  

Inclusive Community: The City of Birmingham was able to engage many types of 
residents throughout the planning process and what emerged was a desire for the 
parks and recreation system to accommodate the variety of users in the City, 
ranging from young children to seniors. Improvements that were suggested in 
order to keep parks inclusive of the City’s diverse community included restrooms 
at park facilities, barrier-free playgrounds and pathways, community programs and 
festivals, dog parks, and the development of a community center. Furthermore, 
many residents expressed concern that individuals in the Triangle and Rail 
Districts do not have easy access to the parks system. 

Health and Fitness: Over three fourths of survey respondents reported that they 
use the parks system for fitness and casual sports.  Over 20% of survey 
respondents believed that health and fitness related improvements should be a 
priority. They believe there is a need for improved or enhanced walking and 
running trails, adult and youth fitness classes, and improved organized sports 
facilities and programs like pickleball and lap swim. 

Connectivity: Many residents largest concern about the park system was not the 
parks themselves but the system of connectivity that gets residents from their 
homes or from local business to parks.   Over 20% of survey respondents and 
many more at the Field Day and Open House mentioned a need for improved 
bicycle paths, sidewalks, and parking (both bicycle and automobile).  

Customer Service: A large number of residents expressed satisfaction with the 
parks and recreation system in Birmingham. Nearly 15% believed that the City’s 
priority for the next ten years should be maintaining, updating, and advertising the 
existing system.  
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Park Land Analysis and Service Areas  
Approximately 315 acres of parks and facilities exist within Birmingham, with 231 
acres owned by the City and managed by the Department of Public Services. The 
Birmingham Public Schools own the remaining 84 acres. 

As required by the MDNR, the Birmingham park land and facilities were compared 
to the minimum guidelines set forth by the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA, 1983, 1995). Although the NRPA’s updated guidelines were set 
more than 13 years ago, the MDNR still recommends their use as standards to 
establish minimum community needs in terms of land area and number of 
facilities. 

Caution must be exercised in the interpretation of these results given that these 
guidelines were set over a decade ago and may not represent current popular 
activities and trends. Each community, based on its own particular resources and 
resident preferences and demands, are encouraged to establish its needs and 
requirements so that the plan best suits the community’s desires for recreation. 
Recreation needs are often better documented through public input rather than 
relying only on the national guidelines. The NRPA guidelines and the MDNR 
standards were considered in the development of the Action Plan but not 
weighted heavily. The information gathered during the many methods of public 
input directed the Action Plan directly. 

Table 6 and the following discussion compares the amount of park land as it 
relates to the conditions of the City and the MDNR standards based on the 2015 
ACS population estimate of 20,489. Park classifications used by the MDNR are 
defined as follows and described in further detail in Table 6. 

Mini/Neighborhood Park.  Mini/Neighborhood parks serve an area up to a one-
half mile distance and are typically less than 10 acres in size.  Birmingham has five 
mini-parks, 11 neighborhood parks and four school facilities that provide more than 
the recommended acreage for mini/neighborhood parks.   

• Community Park.  Community parks typically serve an area within one-
half to three miles and are between 30 to 50 acres in size.  However, 
since the City of Birmingham is only 4.4 square miles many of the City’s 
community parks are smaller than the guidelines, but serve a community-
wide function. The City owns 186 acres of community park land, thus 
exceeding the recommended 402 acres by 222.  In addition to the City-
owned land, Seaholm High School contributes 45 acres of land since it is 
categorized as a community park.  

• School Park.  School properties can fulfill the requirements for other 
classes of parks such as neighborhood, community, sports complex, and 
special use.  For the purposes of this inventory all childhood centers and 
elementary and middle school facilities were classified as neighborhood 
parks, and Seaholm High School was considered a community park. 

• Regional Park.  Regional facilities offer a variety of active and passive 
recreational opportunities which help in meeting the need for local park 
land and help balance the deficiencies in facilities. Birmingham does not 
have a regional park within its borders. However, it should be noted that 
a number of regional parks are within a short distance from the City 
despite not being within its borders.   
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• According to the above guidelines, the City of Birmingham exhibits a 
surplus in all of the park land categories.  Overall, the City is providing an 
exceptional amount of park land for its residents given the constraint of 
its municipal boundaries and relatively dense land use.   

Table 6: Birmingham Public Park Land Acreage Analysis 

1  Source: Lancaster, R. A., Ed.  Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: 
NRPA, 1983.; Mertes, J.D. and J. R. Hall.  Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  
Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1995.   

2  Based on 2011-2015 American Community Survey Population Estimates, 20,489 
3  All early childhood centers and elementary schools classified as neighborhood parks, and all middle and 

high schools classified as community parks. 

Although it is important to consider the overall amount of park land in the City, it is 
also essential to consider the type of parks, their location, and their disbursement 
throughout the City.  When evaluating parks and recreation service areas it is 
important to closely consider where the residents in the City live and if the 
residents are within walking distanced to a park, recreation, or school facility.  The 
distance of 0.25 miles is often used as an established standard of how far people 
would be willing to walk to a park or recreation facility. 

The parks and school facilities walkability areas are shown on MAP 4 and MAP 5.  
For the purposes of measuring the walkability area in the City, a radius of one-
fourth mile from each park was used. 

There are few service gaps within the City in regard to City owned recreation 
facilities within one fourth mile. The primary areas without nearby City owned 
facilities are the southeast part of the City, the area west of Linden Park between 
Maple and Midvale Street, and the southwestern edge of the City.  

When the school facilities are added to the walkability analysis, service gaps 
decrease. Specifically, Seaholm High School has the potential to serve the 
residents west of Linden Park. However, the area west of Woodward and south of 
Adams park still has limited access to a park. 

 

Park Classification 
NRPA Guideline 

Minimum Acres/1,000 
Residents1 

Recommended Acreage 
for Birmingham2 

Public City 
Park 

Public 
School 

Park3 
City Total  

Surplus 
(Deficiency) 

Mini Parks 0.25-0.5 5.1-10.2 5.44  5.44 -4.76 

Neighborhood Parks 1.0-2.0 20.5-41.0 39.83 39.19 79.02 +38.02 

Community Parks 5.0-8.0 102.4-163.9 186.1 44.54 230.67 +66.77 

Total - 128.1-215.1 231.4 83.73 315.13 +100.03 
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Facilities Analysis 
In addition to park land, existing facilities were compared against the recommended 
guidelines set by the NRPA and the MDNR to determine if they are adequate to meet the 
needs of residents based on national averages.  The analysis takes into account a variety 
of factors including specific needs and existing conditions in Birmingham, information 
obtained during the public input opportunities, programming needs, site conditions, as well 
as national averages.  Table 7 indicates the recommended guideline and facilities, the 
number of facilities in the Township, and the surplus or deficiency of facilities.  The 
comments below the table provide further prospective and assist in identifying key issues 
related to specific facilities. 

Table 7: Facilities Analysis 

1  Source: Lancaster, R. A., Ed.  Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1983.; 
Mertes, J.D. and J. R. Hall.  Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  Alexandria, VA: NRPA, 1995.   

2  Based on 2011-2015 American Community Survey Population Estimates, 20,489 

A number of the facilities included in Table 7 are owned by Birmingham Public Schools.  
Though, schools provide limited hours and access to the general public, they complement 
the existing parks and recreation system within the City of Birmingham. Representatives 
from the Birmingham School District affirmed the idea that the parks and schools work 
together to provide residents a recreation system. Management of recreation facilities 
should be done in coordination to ensure that, despite the geographic constraints of 
providing parks and recreation facilities in a fully developed city, residents have access to 
their desired amenities.  

Park Classification NRPA  
Guideline1 

Recommended 
Facilities2 

Public 
Birmingham 

Facilities 

Public School 
Facilities  

Total  
Facilities 

Surplus 
(Deficiency) 

Archery Range 1/50,000 0 0 0 0 0 

Baseball / Softball 1/5,000 4 9 7 16 +12 

Basketball 1/5,000 4 3 9 12 +8 

Football 1/20,000 1 0 1 1 0 

Golf Driving Range 1/50,000 0 0 0 0 0 

Golf Course (9-Hole) 1/25,000 1 2 0 2 +1 

Golf Course (18-Hole) 1/50,000 0 0 0 0 0 

Ice Rink 
Indoor 1/100,000  0 1 0 1 +1 

outdoor depends on climate depends on climate 1 0 1 N/A 

Playground 1/3,000 7 10 3 13 +6 

Running Track 1/20,000 1 0 1 1 0 

Soccer 1/10,000 2 5 5 10 +8 

Swimming Pool 1/20,000 1 0 2 2 +2 

Tennis 1/2,000 10 6 7 11 +1 

Trails 1 system per region 1 1 system 0 1 system 0 

Volleyball 1/5,000 4 0 2 2 -2 
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Action Plan 
 

By using the comprehensive planning process of trend identification, roundtable 
discusses, surveys, and public meetings, the City of Birmingham Department of Public 
Services has effectively established a framework for the Action Plan. The Action Plan 
describes recommendations for improvements and enhancement of the Birmingham 
parks and recreation facilities and programming, as well as identifying the tools 
needed for implementation of the plan components. 

A complementary component of the Action Plan is the Capital Improvement Plan. 
Action strategies that may require significant capital investment from the community 
have been organized into a five-year plan. The specific projects have been prioritized 
in the Capital Improvement Plan in order to better manage the Department of Public 
Services budget and equally distribute the projects over a five-year cycle. The timing 
of these projects may be influenced, moved, or eliminated depending upon economic 
conditions, available funding, and/or grant awards. However, the spirit and intent of 
the project priorities are well defined in the Capital Improvement Plan. 

The Action Plan is organized into four sections: 

• Vision, Mission, and Community Values 
• Department of Public Services Goals and Strategies 
• System Wide Recommendations 
• Five Year Capital Improvement Plan 
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Mission, and Community Values 
To provide a guideline for decision making, the Parks and Recreation Board has 
developed a mission statement and list of identified community values. Together, 
these will guide the development of the goals and strategies for the departments 
future projects, and other efforts. 

MISSION 
The following Mission presents how the City of Birmingham Department of Public 
Services and the Parks and Recreation Board will achieve the Vision: 

“The Mission of the Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board is to help other 
organizations and agencies to plan and share family activities in helping to prevent 
the desires and need to use alcohol, drugs, and tobacco by providing recreational 
programs for all ages, and to encourage recreational life styles.” 

COMMUNITY VALUES 
The community values that were brought forward during the community input 
process of the planning process included: 

• Natural Area Stewardship: We value the efficient and effective management 
of our assets and stewardship of our parks and open space, to sustain them 
for future generations.  

• Inclusive Community: We value creating, enhancing, expanding and 
promoting opportunities for all members of our community to participate in 
the enjoyment of parks and recreation services.  

• Health and Fitness: We value the health and well-being of our residents and 
the benefits that parks, recreation, and open space offer.  

• Connectivity: We value an interconnected parks and facilities network that 
provides access to the parks system across the City of Birmingham.  

• Customer Service: We value our current parks and recreation system and 
take pride in managing and maintaining world class parks and facilities.  
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Goals and Objectives  
To provide a guideline for decision making, the Department of Public Services and 
the Parks and Recreation Board developed a list of goals and objectives based on 
the previous 2012-2016 Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and the results of analysis 
and public input. The following goals and objectives are intended to provide an 
operational framework for future decisions related to the provision of parks and 
recreation for Birmingham.  

As recommended in the Action Plan, these goals and objectives should be reviewed 
annually by the Parks and Recreation Board and modified as necessary. 

 

GOAL #1: FOSTER AN INCLUSIVE AND UNIQUE 
COMMUNITY. 

Birmingham is enriched by strong volunteer efforts, including the youth sports league 
administration, boards, commissions and planning and historical preservation efforts. 
Numerous special events are held throughout the year, such as festivals, art fairs, 
farmer’s market and organizations. Working together to create a strong sense of an 
inclusive community, it is only made stronger by the partnerships, trust and 
collaboration of the stakeholders and elected officials. 

OBJ EC TIV E S :  

1. Continue working with local organizations, clubs and institutions to 
provide a wealth and variety of organized activities and programs within 
the community. This includes:  

a. Senior Walking Clubs.  
b. “Theatrical” programming that involves schools, library, residents 

and the Community House. 
c. Seasonal, including winter activities. 
d. Art and cultural programs. 
e. Teen and youth programming during the summer and utilizing 

extended hours. 

2. Celebrate the community by participation in festivals, community 
functions and events 

3. Support and encourage new developments to include areas for active 
and passive recreation. 

4. Provide volunteer opportunities in program delivery and improvement 
projects. 
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GOAL #2:  PROVIDE PARKS AND RECREATION 
FACILITIES THAT ARE BEAUTIFUL AND HIGH QUALITY, 
THAT RESPECT HISTORY, OFFER A VARIETY OF 
EXPERIENCES, BOTH PASSIVE AND ACTIVE, ARE WELL 
MAINTAINED AND THAT ARE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL 
RESIDENTS OF THE COMMUNITY.  

Quality and beauty are important to residents and it is expected that community 
assets are protected and valued. This is true for existing parks and recreation though 
continued maintenance and the improvement for both existing and new green 
spaces, facilities and recreational areas.  

OBJ EC TIV E S :  

1. Analyze and improve universal accessibility. 

2. Maintain and improve designated wetlands, Rouge River Corridor and 
open space. 

3. Incorporate art/sculptures into park design. 

4. Encourage central entry areas for sitting and gathering in park design. 

5. Maintain and update park equipment and facilities as needed, such as 
playground equipment, ball fields, open space areas including natural 
landscaping. 

6. Continue implementation of standardized park design for all City of 
Birmingham Parks including signage, installation of trees, tree 
transplanting, improved landscaping, benches, bike racks, and waste 
receptacles. 

  



 77 Action Plan   | 

GOAL #3:  TO CREATE A COMMUNITY OF HEALTHY 
RESIDENTS BY PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES THAT 
PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE ACTIVE LIFESTYLES AND 
MOBILITY.  

Birmingham has an active resident base that includes runners, cyclists, soccer 
players, walkers, skaters, hockey players, golfers, etc. The health of the aging 
population will need to be maintained through private and public efforts.  

OBJ EC TIV E S   

1. Increase non-motorized transportation connections between parks, 
historical sites, community facilities and shopping districts that allow 
residents to cycle, walk and run. 

2. Develop and promote programming that encourages active lifestyles for 
all ages. 

3. Work with Oakland County to develop pathway connections with 
surrounding communities that include Beverly Hills, Bloomfield Hills, 
Bloomfield Twp., Royal Oak, Southfield and Troy with the existing Rouge 
River Corridor. 

4. Promote the establishment of the Rouge River Corridor along the Rouge 
River to encourage the preservation, enhancement and an increase 
community understanding of this important watershed. 

5. Develop a wayfinding program for the trail / greenway network that 
directs users of the non-motorized paths to City parks and other 
destinations. 
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GOAL #4:  PROVIDE RECREATION PROGRAMMING AND 
FACILITY OPPORTUNITIES THAT MEET THE NEEDS AND 
INTERESTS OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY. 

Residents have indicated that recreation outlets and activities are important to their 
quality of life. Providing well balanced activity choices, including passive and active 
opportunities, along with flexible structure is essential. 

OBJ EC TIV E S :  

1. Monitor the use of athletic fields and facilities to determine additional 
needs. 

2. Create opportunities that go beyond the traditional team sports such as 
educational components, individual sporting pursuits, training/self-
improvement courses. 

3. Provide additional environmental-oriented programs and use parks as 
outdoor classrooms and art theater. 

4. Coordinate with the Arts Board regarding public art at parks. Coordinate 
location, lights to illuminate, sprinkler locations, etc. 
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GOAL #5:  TO USE EXISTING COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
EFFICIENTLY AND TO DEMONSTRATE FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND TO COORDINATE AND PARTNER 
WITH OTHER ENTITIES TO ENSURE THE AVAILABLE AND 
OPPORTUNITY FOR COMPREHENSIVE, QUALITY 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES.  

Parks and recreation services, along with all government services, must evaluate and 
provide cost effective opportunities for residents. 

OBJ EC TIV E S   

1. Explore opportunities with private partnerships and Oakland County Parks 
to jointly provide desired services and facilities, while minimizing 
duplication and competition between the agencies. 

2. Coordinate efforts with Oakland County for opportunities to preserve 
open space and provide public access along the Rouge River Corridor. 

3. Recruit civic and business organizations for assistance with park 
improvement projects. 

4. Partner for grants & outside funding. 

5. Foster, promote and encourage cooperative relationship with public and 
private entities.  

6. Promote a system for people to approach the City with ideas to 
collaborate for park improvements. 

7. Increase opportunities for donation, sponsorships and fundraising efforts. 

8. Review and update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan every five years 
to maintain a current assessment and ensure grant funding eligibility.  
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GOAL #6:  TO BECOME A LEADER IN SUSTAINABLE, 
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRACTICES TO PROTECT 
OUR NATURAL COMMUNITY RESOURCES, 
DEMONSTRATE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND 
REDUCE ADVERSE HEALTH EFFECTS TO ALL 
RESIDENTS, WHILE MAINTAIN PUBLIC USE, ACCESS 
AND ENJOYMENT.  

OBJ EC TIV E S :  

1. Continue to implement ‘best practices’ and safer alternatives in cultivating 
healthy lawn care in City properties and parks such as heat and hot water 
weed control techniques and low-maintenance landscape designs. 
Expand existing practice techniques to include applications such as 
adding beneficial insects to control destructive pests, and various natural 
and synthetic mulch materials. 

2. Continue to implement Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices and 
develop an IPM policy based on current IPM practices for park 
maintenance activities. 

3. Research programming with area school districts to decrease and 
possibly eliminate spraying at properties surrounding public schools. 

4. Develop an interpretive signage program in parks to expand educational 
opportunities about environmental protection. 

5. Create demonstration projects within parks to showcase native Michigan 
plants and promote appreciation for natural landscape techniques. 

6. Develop and implement standards and timeline for achieving sustainable 
lawn care maintenance practices for parks and recreation facilities. 

7. Implement a pilot “Pesticide Free Park” program at a City Park. 

8. Develop maintenance Design Guidelines for future capital and park 
improvements that encourages low maintenance alternatives. 

9. Reduce and minimize usage of chemicals in all parks to lessen the 
potential for adverse health effects to the extent that is practicable.  
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GOAL #7:  OPERATE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
SERVICES IN AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT MANNER 
SO AS TO MAINTAIN A HIGH LEVEL OF CUSTOMER 
SERVICE.  

OBJ EC TIV E S :  

1. Expand web-based marketing efforts to inform residents of programs and 
events. 

2. Review Parks and Recreation Master Plan annually to establish priorities 
and responsibilities with Parks and Recreation Board. 
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System Wide Recommendations 
In addition to capital investments into the parks and recreation system, the 
Department of Public Services must also focus on maintenance of the park system. 

The following items describe system wide suggestions that should be coordinated 
each year. 

• Barrier Free Accessibility: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has 
established guidelines to provide barrier free accessibility at public facilities. 
It is important to provide access to the City of Birmingham facilities according 
to these guidelines so that all residents can enjoy the facilities. As parks and 
facilities are improved or developed, a high priority must be placed on 
upgrades that improve barrier free accessibility with improvements to proper 
surfaces for wheelchairs, accessible picnic tables, and play equipment that 
provides universal access. 

• Park Design Improvements:  As the park system evolves and each park 
undergoes its own degree of improvements, it is important to clearly mark 
park entrances and visually unify the parks so residents are aware that 
facilities they use are part of Birmingham’s park system. This can be 
accomplished by a uniform set of design themes that symbolize Birmingham 
parks and are used in the design of lighting, benches, signs, waste 
receptacles, bike racks, and other amenities. Tree transplanting and 
improvements is a community focus for all public areas. 

• Non-Motorized Connectivity: The City of Birmingham has been committed 
to the development of non-motorized systems locally as well as regionally. 
This was substantiated with the City Commission’s 2011 support of Complete 
Streets principals for the City of Birmingham. The Department, in cooperation 
with Oakland County and surrounding communities, and other supporting 
agencies, should continue to seek opportunities for planning, land 
acquisition, access easements, and non-motorized trail development to 
assist this effort within the community. 

• Natural Resource Inventory: As opportunities become available the 
Department should analyze any critical natural areas in the community 
through inventories and appropriate studies. This information is critical to 
prioritizing resources for the acquisition, protection, and management of 
park natural areas. 

• Recreation Programming: The City of Birmingham Department of Public 
Services is only one of several sources of recreation programming for 
community residents. YMCA, volunteer youth sports organizations, private 
businesses, and other groups offer leagues, services and programs. To 
complement these other resources, the Department should partner with 
these programs when appropriate.  

• Staffing: The Department of Public Services needs to annually monitor 
staffing levels and office facility needs as needed for efficient administration, 
operation, programming and maintenance of the parks and recreation 
system. 
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• Park Promotion: The Department of Public Services should use creative 
promotional approaches to increase awareness of the features available at 
the various parks. Promotional ideas could include: park maps and park 
events. Increased awareness of the parks will increase appreciation and 
support for the park system and could also generate a spirit of volunteerism 
with maintenance, development and fundraising projects.  

• Fund Raising: Develop new and creative ways to raise funds for park 
improvements, such as events, service projects and local fund raising. 
Continue and expand the popular recognition program for donations of 
benches, trees and other amenities. 

• Public Involvement: The Department of Public Services should continue to 
solicit residents’ suggestions on planning, use, and improvement of parks 
and programming. This can be accomplished with public meetings, surveys, 
or through resident feedback solicited at special events. 

Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan  
This section summarizes the overall system recommendations as well as specific 
improvements to individual parks. Some are multi-year efforts that will involve 
primarily staff time and coordination, while others are park improvements that require 
primarily investment.  

The Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan incorporates the top priority for capital 
improvement in the next five years. Priorities should be reviewed on an annual basis 
and adjusted to respond to updated findings and identification of funding 
opportunities. In particular, costs should be closely monitored, as the proposed plan 
estimates are strictly preliminary. 

Actual costs for each project will be more specifically determined as site surveys, 
programming elements and engineering plans are developed. If funding levels are 
lower than required to implement the plan based on the schedule provided, the 
implementation could be stretched over additional years. 
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Table 8: Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan 

The following capital improvements are conceptual and subject to change based on annual prioritization; actual 
funding sources are largely undetermined during conceptual planning, thus, potential funding sources will be 
investigated and sought as projects move from the conceptual phase to design / funding phase. 

ACTION Completed 
(2012-2017) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Estimated Total  

Over Five Years  Potential Funding Source(s)1 

General Park Enhancements         

Continue general landscape maintenance 
and beautification 

 X X X X X $45,000 Donations / General Fund 

General baseball/softball field maintenance  X X X X X $25,000 ASA Grant / General Fund 

General tennis court maintenance  X X X X X $60,000 General Fund 

Installation of bike racks  X X    $20,000 General Fund 

Installation of drinking fountains  X X X X X $50,000 Donations / General Fund 

Land acquisition opportunities       TBD Donations / General Fund 

Open space maintenance  
(i.e., seeding, drainage and grading at 
various parks) 

 X X X X X $50,000 Donations / General Fund 

Inclusive/Accessible Playground 
Enhancements2 

  X  X  $100,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Reforestation of public property  X X X X X $25,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Site furnishings (benches, trash receptacles, 
tables) 

 X X X X X $80,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Installation of electric outlets   X    TBD Donations / General Fund 

Installation of park shelters (location TBD)   X    $20,000 Donations / General Fund 

Update park signage (new logo and 
supplemental signs)         

Park Enhancements to Explore (Locations TBD) 

Pickle ball court development       TBD TBD 

Installation of splash pad       TBD TBD 

Platform tennis court development       TBD TBD 

Installation of wi-fi and mobile device 
charging stations       TBD TBD 

Adams Park         

Implement Adams Park Master Plan2   X X   $582,000 
Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Public-Private Partnership 

Develop Adams Park Master Plan         

Completed 2012 – 2017 
X Planned for 2018 – 2022  

  Explore and potentially implement 2018 – 2022 
1 Public-private partnerships (P3s) will be investigated and implemented whenever feasible and determined to be in the public interest; projects listing P3s as a funding

have already been identified 
2  Inclusive / accessible playground enhancements will meet or exceed ADA accessibility standards 
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ACTION 
Completed 
(2012-2017) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Estimated Total 

Over Five Years 
Potential Funding Source(s)1 

Barnum Park 
        

Install two new pergolas 
 

X     $30,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Softball field maintenance        
 

Installation of new tables and chairs        
 

Installation of two pergolas        
 

Soccer / open play field enhancements        
 

Booth Park 
 

      
 

Evaluate bridge trail access 
 

     TBD Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Reevaluate Phase 3 entrance plaza 
 

     TBD Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Installation of porous paving        
 

Trail system improvements        
 

Crestview Park         

Inclusive/accessible playground enhancements2     X  $200,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Soccer / open play field enhancements         

Fairway Park         

Bank stabilization         

Howarth Park 
 

      
 

Baseball field improvements 
 

 X    $20,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Kenning Park 
 

      
 

Phased implementation of Kenning Park Master 
Plan (partial)2 

 X X X   $1,200,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants / 
Public-Private Partnership 

Parking lot and pedestrian-scale lighting   X    $90,000 General Fund / Grants 

Develop Kenning Park Master Plan 
       Capital Improvement Fund /  

Donations / General Fund 

Softball/baseball field maintenance        
 

Tennis court crack repair/paint        
 

Parking lot re-construction         
 

Linden Park 
 

      
 

Inclusive/accessible playground enhancements2     X  $75,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Trail extension from Linden Park trail to  
Maple Road 

        

Completed 2012 – 20171 
X Planned for 2018 – 2022  

  Explore and potentially implement 2018 – 2022 
 

1 Public-private partnerships (P3s) will be investigated and implemented whenever feasible and determined to be in the public interest; projects listing P3s as a funding 
source are those for which partners have already been identified. 

2  Inclusive / accessible playground enhancements will meet or exceed ADA accessibility standards. 
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ACTION Completed 
(2012-2017) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Estimated Total  

Over Five Years Potential Funding Source(s)1 

Manor Park         

Reforestation         

Martha Baldwin Park         

Improve native plant garden/monarch 
waystation 

 X     $12,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Potential location for artwork       TBD Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Pembroke Park         

Inclusive/accessible playground enhancements2    X   $200,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Portable restroom screening  X     $10,000 General Fund 

Baseball field maintenance         

Soccer / open play field enhancements         

New drinking fountain          

Poppleton Park         

Inclusive/accessible playground enhancements2  X X    $650,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Softball field improvements   X    $25,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Softball field improvements         

Analyze parking (expansion)         

Crown baseball diamonds         

Quarton Lake         

Reforestation  X X X X X  Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Rouge River Trail Corridor         

Removal of debris and riverbank stabilization   X X X X X $30,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Trail system improvements  X X    $50,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Selected master plan improvements     X X X $500,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Shain Park         

Play/musical equipment   X    $15,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Springdale Park         

Shelter site furnishing  X X    $40,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Inclusive/accessible playground enhancements2    X   $200,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Completed 2012 – 20171 
X Planned for 2018 – 2022  

  Explore and potentially implement 2018 – 2022 
 

1 Public-private partnerships (P3s) will be investigated and implemented whenever feasible and determined to be in the public interest; projects listing P3s as a funding 
source are those for which partners have already been identified. 

2  Inclusive / accessible playground enhancements will meet or exceed ADA accessibility standards. 
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ACTION 
Completed 
(2012-2017) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Estimated Total 

Over Five Years 
Potential 

Funding Source(s) 

St. James Park         

Soccer / open play field enhancements    X   $15,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Inclusive/accessible playground 
enhancements2      X $200,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants 

Baseball field maintenance         

Soccer / open play field improvements         

Investigate private / public partnerships         

Tennis court crack repair         

Ice Arena         

Explore interior building improvements 
(underway)  X X X X  TBD Donations / General Fund / Grants  

Building/facility assessment  X X    TBD General Fund 

Replace rink refrigeration system - rink floor 
and piping and mechanical room  
(main / studio rinks) 

  X X   $1,900,000 Donations / General Fund / Grants  

Study locker room/conference room 
expansion  X X    TBD General Fund / Public-Private 

Partnership  

Lincoln Hills Golf Course         

Add cart paths       TBD Grants /  
Golf Course Fund  

Redesign #1 tee       TBD 
Grants /  

Golf Course Fund 

Practice putting green expansion       TBD Grants /  
Golf Course Fund 

Maintenance building expansion       TBD Grants /  
Golf Course Fund 

Parking lot lights improvements       TBD 
Grants /  

Golf Course Fund 

Completed 2012 – 2017 
X Planned for 2018 – 2022  

     Explore and potentially implement 2018 – 2022 
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ACTION 
Completed 
(2012-2017) 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

Estimated Total  
Over Five Years Potential Funding Source(s) 

Springdale Golf Course         

Add cart paths       TBD Golf Course Fund 

Replace irrigation system   X X   $525,000 Golf Course Fund 

New bathroom on course  X X    $15,000 Grants /  
Golf Course Fund 

Maintenance building expansion     X X TBD Golf Course Fund 

Renovate bank #5 and #6  X X    TBD Golf Course Fund 

New bunker #2  X X    TBD Golf Course Fund 

Chip seal parking lot   X X   $30,000 Golf Course Fund 

Add parking lot lights  
X X X   TBD Grants 

Patio renovations    X   TBD Donations / Golf Course Fund 

New dining room furniture   X X   TBD Donations / Golf Course Fund 

Completed 2012 – 2017 
X Planned for 2018 – 2022  

  Explore and potentially implement 2018 – 2022 
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Appendix 
 

1. List of MDNR Grants Status 

2. Affidavit of Publication for 30-Day Comment Period and City Commission 

3. Resolution of Plan Adoption by Parks and Recreation Board on February 6, 2018 

4. Minutes from February 12, 2018 City Commission Meeting 

5. Resolution of Plan Adoption by City Commission on February 12, 2018 

6. Letters of Submission to Oakland County, SEMCOG 

7. MDNR Plan Certification Checklist 

8. Plans Accepted by Birmingham City Commission (2012-2016) 

a. Poppleton Park Concept Plan, 2016 

b. Adams Park Concept Plan, 2016 

c. Kenning Park Concept Plan, 2014  
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Deanna Dupuy

From: Carlock, Merrie (DNR) <CarlockM@michigan.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2017 1:38 PM
To: Deanna Dupuy
Subject: Birmingham

Deanna: 
 
I am the Grant Coordinator for Oakland County. I cannot find any past grants for the City of Birmingham. Unless you 
hear otherwise from me, assume they have not had any. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Merrie M. Carlock, LLA 
Grant Coordinator / Grants Management 
Region One – Upper Peninsula 
Region Ten ‐Wayne, Oakland & Macomb Counties 
Finance and Operations Division 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
carlockm@michigan.gov 
517.284.5931 
 
If you are writing about your grant, please always include your grant number in the subject line. 
 
Learn about Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grant Programs: 
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7‐153‐58225‐‐‐,00.html  
 
Apply for Recreation Grants at MiRecGrants: 
https://secure1.state.mi.us/MIRGS/Login2.aspx?APPTHEME=MIDNR  
 

Click on the red envelope to receive DNR email updates or visit www.michigan.gov/dnr to 
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a. Public Engagement Report
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c. Stakeholder Roundtable Discussions Schedule

d. "Big Idea" Public Engagement Results
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2. Individual Responses Received During Planning Process 

DRAFT · November 30, 2017 





 

 1 

October 2017 

Working together with the City of Birmingham parks and recreation team, McKenna coordinated and 

conducted various outreach events throughout the planning process for robust and open community 

input. Participants at such events included residents, specific parks and recreation stakeholders, and 

community organizations’ representatives. Additional information on the publicity program is provided 

in Attachment 1. In total, there were four methods used as part of this program that have resulted in 

meaningful public engagement: 

1. Farmers Market “Field Day” – On Sunday, September 17, 2017 the City of Birmingham parks and 

recreation team and McKenna conducted public engagement during the Harvest Festival Farmers 

Market. Teams were on-site from 9:00AM until 2:00PM to facilitate quick, fun engagement exercises 

with visitors to the market.  

 

2. Online and Hard Copy Surveys – McKenna launched online and hard copy surveys related to the 

City’s overall parks and recreation program, and the Ice Arena and Golf Courses specifically. Links to 

the surveys were made available at the City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

Update Website and on social media. Hard copy surveys were located at strategic locations 

throughout the City including City Hall and the Library. Survey responses were collected for 45 days.   

 

3. Roundtable Discussions – On September 21, 22, and 26, 2017, McKenna conducted Roundtable 
Discussions with a number of stakeholders (see attached program).  

 

4. Open House and Public Meeting – On October 3, 2017, McKenna hosted an Open House before 
the start of the regularly scheduled Parks and Recreation Board Meeting. Using the exercises from 
the Farmers Market “Field Day” and open-ended comment cards, the team collected additional 
public input. During the Parks and Recreation Board Meeting, McKenna made a presentation on the 
2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Planning Process and accepted public comment.   
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At the Farmers Market Field Day, residents, stakeholders and community members participated in a 

variety of quick and fun engagement exercises. In total, the McKenna team estimated engaging over 450 

individuals during the five-hour engagement period. Participants were varied which included young 

families and older individuals.  The following summarize the exercises and identifies common themes: 

What’s Your Big Idea?  
Participants shared their “Parks and Recreation Big Idea” on post-it notes. The post-it notes 

were placed on a large display board where residents were able to read and dialogue with the 

facilitators regarding ideas that had already been placed on the board.  

Input collected from the field day highlight family-friendly ideas such as the development of a 

splash pad, park design improvements for supervising multiple children, the incorporation of 

rubber surface materials, and universally accessible playgrounds. In addition, residents 

contributed ideas for capital development-focused facilities improvements like improved 

parking, an outdoor pool, and restrooms.    

The table below shows most frequently shared Big Ideas from the Farmers Market Field Day. 

See Attachment 3 for a list of all shared Big Ideas, and note that there may be ideas that are not 

technically under the purview of the parks and recreation function, but that were considered 

complimentary by participants (ex. of year-round farmers market building).  

“WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA?”  FIELD DAY RESULTS 

COMMENT TIMES MENTIONED 

Splash pad 12 

Swimming pool (outdoor) 3 

Restroom facilities 3 

Year-round farmers market building  2 

Better parking for the market—parking structure 2 

More trails 2 

Dog park with swimming hole/beach 2 

Increase playground safety surfacing in parks 2 

 

 Resource Mapping  
Residents placed sticker icons depicting recreational resources (i.e. community gardens, bicycle 

paths, pedestrian connections, tennis courts, etc.) on display-sized maps at the locations they 

felt the resources were most needed.  

During the Field Day, the locations with the highest amount of mapped resources were 

Poppleton Park and Shain Park.  The resources that were most frequently placed on the map 

were restrooms and playgrounds.  
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The table below shows which parks were identified as needing additional resources from the 

Farmers Market Field Day. See Attachment 4 for a list of all mapped resources.  

RESOURCE MAPPING RESULTS 

PARK RESOURCES MAPPED 

Kenning Park Playground (3) 

Linden Park Restrooms 
Seating 
Playground 

Manor Park Dog Park 

Pembroke Park  Dog Park 
Restrooms 

Poppleton Park Dog Park 
Seating 
WIFI Access 
Restroom 
Community Garden 
Crosswalks 
Write In: “Pine Trees” (2) 
Write In: “Tree Screening for noise.” 

Quarton Lake Trail Playgrounds (2) 
WIFI Access 

Shain Park Community Garden 

WIFI Access 

Fitness 

Trash/Recycle Receptacle 

St. James Park Playground 

West Lincoln Well Site Playgrounds (2) 

Seating 
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Sentence Starters  
Attendees were given a white board with a sentence starter, and asked to complete the 

sentence. With permission of the individual, staff took a photo to collect qualitative information 

on what residents’ value about Birmingham parks.  

“A perfect day at the park involves: lots of happy kids!” 

 

An important component of the public engagement program for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master 

Plan is the online and “hard copy” survey (see attachment 6). In addition to the 2018 Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan Survey, the team has also generated Ice Arena and Golf Course specific surveys.  

The surveys were designed to take less than 10 minutes for respondents to complete, and were 

straightforward and simply worded.   

At the end of the survey period, the City received the following number of survey responses: 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey: 417 responses 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Golf Courses Survey: 324 responses 

• 2018 Parks and Recreation Ice Arena Survey: 260 responses 

Most of the completed surveys were from residents between the ages of 35-49 and 50-64, 38% and 37% 

of all responses respectively. Individuals aged 65 and better made up 15% of all responses and just 10% 

of the responses were from individuals 18-34 years old. No responses were received from individuals 17 

and younger.   

Individuals in Quadrants B (north of Maple, east of Woodward) and D (south of Maple, west of 

Woodward) were equally represented, each accounting for 34% of the total survey responses. Quadrant 
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A (north of Maple, west of Woodward) and Quadrant C (south of Maple, east of Woodward) were also 

represented accounting for 17% and 16% of all survey responses.  

Generally, residents were familiar with the facilities and programs offered by Birmingham Parks and 

Recreation (88%). While most reported using parks for exercise, fitness, and casual sports (87%) 

followed by children’s play and cultural events (45% each).  

Overall the survey sought to gauge to what degree residents value the parks and recreation system, if 

the current parks and recreation facilities meet the needs of residents, and what should be the 

Department’s future priorities. 

Overwhelmingly, participants recognized the importance of parks and recreation programs to their 

quality of life, regardless of if they use the programs on a regular basis (99% of all respondents). 

Respondents largely rated the maintenance of parks and recreation facilities, availability of public 

spaces, and overall existing outdoor facilities to be excellent or good (over 80%). Similarly, over 60% of 

residents reported that the existing parkland, playgrounds, community and special events, and golf 

courses meet the needs of the community. However, over 50% of respondents reported that the 

existing walking and biking trails fall short of the needs of the community and over 30% agreed that the 

available WIFI connections, environmental/nature education programs, and aquatic programs also fall 

short of the needs of the community.   

When asked what new or enhanced opportunities residents would like to see within the City, nearly 47% 

of all respondents choose hiking/walking trails, followed by restrooms (44%), adult fitness and wellness 

(36%), community gardens (33%), and bicycling (32%). These responses were similar to the open-ended 

questions that asked what residents felt are the top three recreational priorities for Birmingham in the 

next 10 years. The word cloud below shows the most frequently used phases for respondents’ number 

one priorities.  

RESPONSES: WHAT DO YOU FEEL ARE THE TOP THREE (3) RECREATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR 

BIRMINGHAM IN THE NEXT 10 YEARS? 

 

 

The Ice Sports Arena and Golf Course Surveys sought to understand specific users experience with each 

facility.  Respondents experiences with the golf courses were positive. Nearly 93% of all respondents 

reported satisfaction with the City of Birmingham Golf Course with 56% of all respondents living in 
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Birmingham. Half of respondents felt that the City should prioritize the golf course the same as other 

parks within the city. Improvements suggestions included: improved general maintenance, speed of play 

and the greens, and improved bunkers/sand traps. 

Respondents to the Ice Sports Arena were split 58% residents, 42% nonresidents.  Satisfaction with the 

facility was mixed; 47% of respondents reported satisfaction with 59% of survey respondents believing 

that the City of Birmingham should prioritize improvements to the Ice Arena more than other parks. 

42% of respondents are willing to pay between zero and ten percent more in fees for improvements. 

While, 38% of respondents would be willing to pay more than 10% in increased fees for improvements. 

The word cloud below shows the most commonly provided suggestions for improvement to the Ice 

Sports Arena, with larger locker rooms being mentioned approximately 100 times.     

RESPONSES: WHAT DO YOU THINK COULD BE IMPROVED? (ICE SPORTS ARENA) 

 

McKenna organized and facilitated, with the support of the City, six Roundtable Discussions over three 

days.  The Roundtable Discussions ensured that representatives from specific stakeholder groups were 

able to provide feedback about their organization’s perceived parks and recreation needs.  The following 

are major themes that emerged from each roundtable discussion: 

Department Heads and Boards and Commissions Liaisons  
o Coordination with other city planning and development efforts, such as the Multimodal 

Plan, Eton Road Plan, Triangle Plan, Bates Street Extension, Activating Urban Public 

Space (Alleys and Passages Plan) 

o Birmingham’s parks should function as a system with each park as a connection to 

something significant within the City 

o If planned and designed correctly, restrooms at certain parks may be an option 

Greenwood Cemetery Advisory/Library Director/Museum Director 
o The Birmingham Museum is an important park asset and collaboration between 

leadership is an important component of securing funding for major system 

improvements, such as trail connections and access to the Rouge 

o  The Birmingham Museum is about to undertake a Master Planning process 
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o The Greenwood Cemetery is currently in the process of starting a Master Plan Process  

o The Greenwood Cemetery offers a historic and beautiful greenspace for quiet respite 

Birmingham Shopping District  
o There is potential for additional private-public partnerships at downtown parks, 

especially during special events (Dream Cruise) 

o Create a connection across Woodward Avenue. Consider aspirational designs like the 

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway in Boston to connect neighborhoods with linear 

public space (over roadway?)  

o Shop owners believe that additional programming at public spaces may bring people 

into stores 

Birmingham Public Schools (BPS)   
o Both the public schools and the parks find it difficult to meet the demands of larger 

sports associations because of limited amounts of property 

o The BPS partnership with NEXT (Senior Group) has been very successful- Parks and 

Recreation may consider expanding on their partnership 

Leagues, Associations, and Nonprofit Providers 
o Providers appreciate the quality of Birmingham’s parks  

o Recreation providers are willing to partner with the City to improve facilities for their 

programs (e.g., baseball at Kenning Park, tennis/platform tennis at Kenning Park, 

bathrooms or storage at St. James Park) 

Neighborhood Associations  
o Many residents appreciate the parks- they function as a 3rd space for residents and their 

families 

o There are some drainage problems that should be addressed, especially the water 

collection area on or near Adams Park 

o There are significant concerns about non-motorized transportation throughout the City, 

difficulty crossing Woodward seen as a barrier between east and west sides 

o Residents would like to see park and multimodal connections prioritized in the City’s 

budgeting process 

 

During the Open House, residents, stakeholders and community members participated in a the same 

quick and fun engagement exercises that were available at the Farmers Market Field Day. An estimated 

thirty to forty residents participated in the Open House and attended the following presentation. The 

participants generally were older couples and individuals. The following summarize the exercises and 

identifies common themes: 

What’s Your Big Idea? 
Similar to the field day exercise, participants were prompted to share their “Big Idea” for 

Birmingham Parks and Recreation. The Big Ideas received at the Open House reflected the needs 

of the specific residents that were present the Open House. Common themes that emerged 
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were multimodal connections, the desire for natural resource management, and capital 

improvements. 

The table below highlights some of “The Big Ideas” that emerged by theme from the Open 

House (see Attachment 3 for a list of all shared Big Ideas). 

“WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA?” FIELD DAY RESULTS 

MULTIMODAL 
CONNECTIONS 

NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

Better bike connections 
between parks  

Utilize grey water for 
landscaping 

Add shade structures at 
Barnum Park  

Add paved walkways for 
those unsteady on their feet, 
use walkers, or for children  

Locate solar panels at 
parks/open space 

Add outdoor museum or 
historical playground at 
Birmingham Museum 

Improve and enforce 
crosswalks near parks 

Native plants and community 
gardens 

Bridge over the Rouge to 
connect Lynn Smith Park and 
Linden Park 

Traffic calming near parks Provide interpretive signage 
that educates park users 
about native plants, birds, 
and insects 

Restrooms or porta johns 
near tennis courts and 
specific holes at Lincoln Hills 
Golf Course 

Resource Mapping 
Using the same maps and icons from the Field Day exercise, participants were prompted to 

identify and map resources that they felt were needed throughout the Birmingham parks 

system. Participants favored passive improvements to the parks like trash/recycle receptacles, 

walking and biking paths, drinking fountains, and accessibility improvements. Resources were 

mapped most frequently at Adams Park and Poppleton Park. For a complete list of the resources 

mapped see attachment 4. 

Open Ended Comments  
Participants were asked to provide additional input through open-ended comment cards. In 

total, ten comment cards were submitted by the end of Open House and Presentation. Many of 

the comments submitted expressed the desire to preserve the green space at Kenning Park and 

Poppleton Park. Comments suggesting the addition of pickleball courts and a bridge to connect 

Linn Smith Park and Linden Park were also provided. The full list of comments is available in 

attachment 65   
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Communications Program for Public Engagement 
September, 2017 

Engagement Methods 1 & 2: Birmingham Field Day & Open House 
The public meetings will provide the planning team the opportunity to engage the residents 
face-to-face. During the Field Day and Open House, residents will have the opportunity to 
participate in a variety of activities to provoke thoughtful feedback. 

The Field Day and Open House will be staffed by McKenna, but publicity support will be 
provided by the City of Birmingham. Below is the publicity program to ensure meaningful 
resident attendance during the events.   

EVENTS 
1. CITY OF BIRMINGHAM FARMERS MARKET

a. The Birmingham Field Day event will be held on September 17 from 9am to 2pm at
the Birmingham Farmers Market located at 521 Brookside Avenue. The weekly
Farmers Market features over 70 vendors and serves as a popular shopping and
community event.

2 PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
a. The Open House will be held on October 3 at 6:00pm to 7:30pm during one of the

Parks and Recreation Board regular monthly meetings.

POTENTIAL PUBLICITY AND MARKETING METHODS 
1. CITY WEBSITE

a. Invite information about the Public Meetings should be advertised on the city
website’s homepage, on the project webpage, and on the City Calendar.

2. POSTER ADVERTISING
a. Graphic Flyers, supplied by McKenna, should be posted at City Hall, the Library, the

Ice Arena, both Golf Courses, the Baldwin House, the All Seasons Senior Housing
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Community, the shopping districts bulletin board locations, and all other sites the 
City deems appropriate. The flyers will advertise the Field Day, Open House and all 
other public engagement opportunities. 
 

3. CABLE TV 
 a. The City can provide information on the Cable TV station, directing viewers to the 

City’s home page event invite.  
 

 b. Sample language: “Attention residents!  Join the City of Birmingham Parks and 
Recreation Department at the Farmers Market on Sunday, September 17 from 9am 
to 2pm to discuss the future of Birmingham parks and recreation, from park 
maintenance to recreational programming.  Please visit the City’s website at 
http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for more details.  Thank you for your 
interest in the future of our parks and recreation programming.” 
 

 c.  Sample language: “You are invited to a Public Open House!  Join the City of 
Birmingham Parks and Recreation Department for an Open House and presentation 
by our consultants, McKenna Associates, on Tuesday, October 3rd.  The Open House 
will take place from 6:00 to 6:30pm, with the Parks and Recreation Board meeting / 
presentation beginning at 6:30pm; both events will take place at the City of 
Birmingham Public Services Building (851 S Eton St.).  Please visit the City’s project 
website at http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for more details. 
 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS DURING PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 a. City Administration should announce the Field Day and Open during all public 

meetings or interactions with groups of residents.    

5. SOCIAL MEDIA 
 a. The City can provide a link to the event invite on Social Media sites such as, 

Facebook and Twitter, and send periodic reminders. 
 

 b. Sample language: “Attention residents!  Join the City of Birmingham Parks and 
Recreation Department at the Farmers Market on Sunday, September 17 from 9am 
to 2pm to discuss the future of Birmingham parks and recreation, from park 
maintenance to recreational programming.  Please visit the City’s website at 
http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for more details.  Thank you for your 
interest in the future of our parks and recreation programming.” 
 

 c.  Sample language: “You are invited to attend the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan Open House and presentation by our consultants, McKenna Associates, on 
Tuesday, October 3rd.  The Open House will take place from 6:00 to 6:30pm, with 
the Parks and Recreation Board meeting / presentation beginning at 6:30pm; both 
events will take place at the City of Birmingham Public Services Building (851 S Eton 
St.).  Please visit the City’s project website at 
http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for more details. 
 

6.  QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
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a. A short description of the Parks and Recreation Master Planning Process, an
invitation to the Open House, and a link to the survey (see below) will be included
in the quarterly newsletter mailed all residents.

b. City-Approved Language:  Our Parks and Recreation Plan, last updated in 2012, is an
important resource that Birmingham’s elected and appointed officials and City
Administration use to strategically guide the development, maintenance, and
programming of our City parks. The Parks and Recreation Board is currently
preparing an updated plan to be adopted in 2018, and is seeking your input to help
guide the future of Birmingham’s parks and recreation choices.
Join us for a project-specific Open House and presentation by our consultants,
McKenna Associates, on Tuesday, October 3rd.  The Open House will take place from
6:00 to 6:30pm, with the Parks and Recreation Board meeting / presentation
beginning at 6:30pm; both events will take place at the City of Birmingham Public
Services Building (851 S Eton St.).  Please visit the City’s project website at
http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for more details.
The City is also gathering resident feedback through an online and hard copy survey.
Your input is needed before October 15th! The survey is available online OR visit City
Hall, the Birmingham Ice Arena, or the Baldwin Public Library to pick up a hard copy.
Please call the Parks and Recreation Manager, Carrie Laird, at (248)530-1714 with
questions, to request additional information, or to provide input.
Thank you for your interest in the future of our parks and recreation planning.

Engagement Method 3: Survey 
An important component of the public engagement program for the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan is the online and “hard copy” survey (attached).  The survey has been designed to take less than 10 
minutes for respondents to complete, and is straightforward and simply worded.  We have established a 
goal of receiving at least 300 responses to the survey. 

Below is vital information for the survey and how it will best be administered by the City of Birmingham, 
with support by McKenna.   

METHODS FOR ACCESSING SURVEY 
1. ONLINE

a. The survey is being conducted on the survey website called Survey Monkey, and can
be accessed at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BhamParksRecSurvey

b. The link can be copied and pasted into emails, onto handouts, or any other means of
publicity, and will work by following the link or typing the address into a web browser
(i.e. Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, etc.).

2. HARD COPY
a. Survey Monkey provides for creating PDF versions of the online survey, which can be

printed and distributed in hard copy format.  This is considered a best practice and

http://www.bhamgov.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BhamParksRecSurvey
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crucial element to the survey process, since not all constituents are able to easily 
navigate the internet, nor do they all have access. 

 b. The hard copy surveys must be gathered and returned to McKenna to be inputted 
into the online format because Survey Monkey generates automatic reports 
concerning results. 

SURVEY DATES 
1. SURVEY OPEN:           SEPTEMBER 01, 2017 

2. SURVEY CLOSED:       OCTOBER 15, 2017 
   

POTENTIAL PUBLICITY AND DISTRIBUTION METHODS 
1. CITY WEBSITE 
 a. The survey should be linked on the home page of the City’s website; this will be the 

primary access to the survey for all online respondents. 

2. PUBLIC PICK UP LOCATIONS 
 a. The attached PDF of the survey should be printed and put on display in City Hall, the 

Library, the Ice Arena, both Golf Courses, The Baldwin House, and All Seasons Senior 
Housing with a person designated to collect filled out surveys and put into an 
envelope or folder for McKenna to pick up once the survey is complete.  

3. NIXLE (IF CITY USES THIS OR SIMILAR MUNICIPAL SERVICE) 
 a. The City can provide a link on Nixle to the website on the home page; should include 

close date for the survey, and send periodic reminders. 

 b. Sample language: “Attention residents!  Your input is needed before October 15th to 
guide the future of Birmingham’s parks and recreation, from park maintenance to 
recreational programming.  Please visit the City’s website at 
http://www.bhamgov.org/ParksRecPlan for a link to the survey OR visit City Hall or 
the Library to pick up a hard copy.  Thank you for your interest in the future of our 
parks and recreation programming.” 

4. CABLE TV 
 a. The City can provide information on the Cable TV station, directing viewers to the 

City’s home page link to the survey, or to pick up a copy at City Hall or the Library. 

 b. Sample language: “Attention residents!  Your input is needed before October 15th to 
guide the future of Birmingham’s parks and recreation, from park maintenance to 
recreational programming.  Please visit the City’s website at 
http://www.bhamgov.org/  for a link to the survey OR visit City Hall or the Library to 
pick up a hard copy.  Thank you for your interest in the future of our parks and 
recreation programming.” 

5. EMAIL TO COUNCIL, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS 
 a. City Administration should distribute the link to the survey to members of all Boards 

and Commissions for whom you have an email address.  If the City has email 
addresses or contact information for neighborhood groups / block clubs, you could 
also distribute the link to those community groups.  

http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
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b. Sample language: Dear Council, Board or Commission member, or neighborhood
representative, for the City of Birmingham-

The City is in the process of updating our Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and are
putting in a sincere effort to gather as many responses to an online and hard copy
survey as possible.  Thus, we write to you asking you to 1) take the online survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BhamParksRecSurvey  or fill out a hard copy of the
survey at City Hall AND 2) forward this email to 10 of your City of Birmingham friends
and neighbors, requesting that they too take the survey.  The deadline is October 15th,
2017 – please contact Carrie Laird, claird@bhamgov.org or (248) 530-1700 with any
questions.  Thank you so much for your support, interest and passion for our great City
of Birmingham!”

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS DURING PUBLIC MEETINGS
a. City Administration should announce the survey during all public meetings or

interactions with groups of residents.

7. NEWS ARTICLE
a. City Administration may wish to contact the local reporter for the newspaper, and

share that the City is performing a survey.  McKenna can help support these efforts if
desired by the City.

8. SOCIAL MEDIA
a. City Administration can provide a link on Social Media sites such as, Facebook and

Twitter, and should include close date for the survey, and send periodic reminders.

b. Sample language: “Attention residents!  Your input is needed before October 15th to
guide the future of Birmingham’s parks and recreation, from park maintenance to
recreational programming. To take the survey please visit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BhamParksRecSurvey OR visit City Hall or the
Library to pick up a hard copy.  Thank you for your interest in the future of our parks
and recreation programming.”

c. City Administration may also post on Social Media image content generated at the
field day (pictures of residents, activity outputs) with similar language.

9. QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
a. A short description of the Parks and Recreation Master Planning Process, an invitation

to the Open House, and a link to the survey will be included in the quarterly
newsletter mailed all residents.

b. Sample Language:  See above.

Engagement Method 4: Roundtable Discussions 
McKenna will organize and facilitate, with the support of the City, four or five Roundtable Discussions 
over two days.  The Roundtable Discussions will ensure that representatives from specific interest 
groups can provide feedback about their organization’s parks and recreation needs.  In addition, these 
roundtable discussions are a critical means of engaging the stakeholder groups who may not be easily 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BhamParksRecSurvey
mailto:claird@bhamgov.org
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involved in large event public participation methods, such as residents with disabilities, the elderly, 
youth, and/or lower-income groups.   

STAKEHOLDER GROUPS 
1. BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AGENCIES, AND PUBLIC GROUPS  
2 SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS  
3. LEAGUES, ASSOCIATIONS, PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP  
4. NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS  
  
POTENTIAL PUBLICITY AND MARKETING METHODS 
1. INVITATION 
 a. Representatives from each stakeholder group will be emailed an invitation requesting 

their presence at the roundtable discussion.  
 

 b. Invitations for each Roundtable Discussion attached.  
Sample Language: Presently, the City of Birmingham, as required by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), is undertaking its Five-Year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan update. The effort includes significant participation by 
Birmingham residents, stakeholders and specific interest groups representing the 
diverse needs of parks and recreation users. 
 
Boards, commissions, City departments and other public agencies play a vital role in 
the development, maintenance, and programming of parks and recreation facilities in 
the City of Birmingham. We want to hear your experiences, challenges, and opinions 
regarding the recreation programs, services, and facilities that Birmingham offers. 
Please consider attending the below roundtable discussion session: 
 
Thursday, September 21, 2017 
1:00 - 5:00 PM 
Birmingham Municipal Building- Conference Room 
151 Martin St. 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
 
Light refreshments will be provided.  
 
RSVP by [insert date] to Carrie Laird, Birmingham Parks and Recreation Manager, by 
responding to this email. Please call Carrie at (248) 530-1642 with any questions. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

IMPORTANT GROUPS 
1. THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, WHICH GUIDES PREPARATION OF PLANS, VALUES 

OUTREACH TO SPECIFIC GROUPS, AS FOLLOW: 
 a. Seniors – Hard copies of the survey will be distributed to two retirement 

communities; the Baldwin House and All Seasons. In addition, the survey link will be 
shared with NEXT, Birmingham’s senior group. Representatives from senior groups 
will be invited to attend the Specific Interest Groups Roundtable Discussion. 
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b. Persons with Disabilities – The survey link will be shared with FAR Therapeutic Arts
and Recreation, a nonprofit organization that provides arts and recreation programs
to persons with disabilities. Representative from organizations that provide
recreational programming and advocacy for persons with disabilities will be invited to
attend the Specific Interest Groups Roundtable Discussion.

c. Youth – The survey link will be shared with the Birmingham Youth Assistance
Organization and with the Birmingham Public Schools’ administration.
Representatives from both organizations will be invited to attend the Specific Interest
Group and Public Groups Roundtable Discussions respectively. In addition,
representatives from the various youth sports leagues will be invited to attend the
Leagues, Associations, and Private Recreation Providers Roundtable Discussion.

Please contact Sarah Traxler, AICP at straxler@mcka.com or Laura Haw, AICP at lhaw@mcka.com with 
any questions, or if we can be of further assistance.  Thank you. 

mailto:straxler@mcka.com
mailto:lhaw@mcka.com
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Stakeholder Roundtable Discussions Schedule 
September 13, 2017 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 – Birmingham Municipal Building (Conference Room) 

1:00 – 2:00 pm Department Heads  
(Community Development, Planning, Engineering, Police, Fire) 

2:00 - 2:15 pm Transition 
2:15 – 3:00 pm Greenwood Cemetery Advisory Board (City Clerk) / Library Director / 

Museum Director  
3:00 - 3:15 pm Transition 
3:15 – 4:00 pm Birmingham Shopping District Director 
4:00 - 4:15 pm Transition 
4:15 – 5:00 pm Birmingham Community Education / Public Schools Representatives 

Friday, September 22, 2017 – Birmingham Department Public Services Building (Conference Room) 

8:30 - 10:00 am Leagues and Associations / Public Private Recreation Providers 
10:00 - 10:30 am Transition 
10:30 - 12:00 pm Specific Interest Groups 
12:00 - 12:30 pm Transition 
12:30 - 2:00 pm Neighborhood Associations 
2:00 pm Wrap Up 
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Boards, Commissions, Agencies, and Public Groups 

Birmingham Community Education 
Birmingham Shopping District Board 
Birmingham Public Schools 
Birmingham Triangle District Corridor Improvement Authority 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
City of Birmingham Department Heads 
Design Review Board 
Greenwood Cemetery Advisory Board 
Historic District Commission 
Historic District Study Committee 
Library Board 
Martha Baldwin Park Board 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 
Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
Museum Board 
Public Arts Board 
Public Space Activation Subcommittee 

 Leagues and Associations/Public Private Recreation Providers 

Birmingham Baseball Little League 
Birmingham Beverly Hills Church Softball League 
Birmingham Figure Skating Club 
Birmingham Girls Softball League 
Birmingham Hockey Association 
Birmingham Racquet Club 
Birmingham United Soccer 
Birmingham YMCA 
Birmingham-Bloomfield Soccer Club 
Eton Academy 
First United Methodist Church 
Forest Hills Swim Club 
Holy Name Hurricane Club - Holy Name School 
Our Shepherd Lutheran 
Roeper School 
The Community House 

Specific Interest Groups 

All Seasons of Birmingham (Senior Housing) 
Baldwin House (Senior Housing) 
Birmingham Education Foundation (BEF) 
Birmingham Youth Assistance Organization 
NEXT 
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Neighborhood Associations 

Birmingham Estates Homeowners Association 
Birmingham Farms Neighborhood Association 
Birmingham Villas Association 
Buckingham Village Condo Association 
Central Birmingham Residents 
Cinderilla Patch 
Coryell Park Association 
Crestview Subdivision Association 
Hazel/Chestnut/Forest Association 
Hidden Ravines Association 
Highland View Association 
Howarth Park Neighborhood Association 
Little San Francisco Neighborhood Association 
Maple Village Condo Association 
Mill Pond Association 
Pembrook Manor Association 
Pierce / St. James Association 
Pleasant Street Neighborhood Association 
Quarton Lake 
Sheffield Homeowners 
South Poppleton Association 
Torry Community 



“Big Idea” Public Engagement  Results

FIELD DAY RESULTS 
September 17, 2017 Farmers Market booth 

COMMENT TIMES MENTIONED 

Splash pad 12 

Swimming pool (outdoor) 3 

Restroom Facilities 3 

Year round farmers market building 2 

Better parking for the market—parking structure 2 

More trails 2 

Dog park with swimming hole/beach 2 

Increase rubber surface in the parks 2 

Dog park off Eaton & Lincoln 

Surf pool 

Bouncing pillow pad 

Retrofit swing sets so all ages are side by side 

Place slides in the shade 

Walking bridge on Woodward 

Pickle Ball court 

Play equipment for ADA and handicap children 

Bicycle lanes 

Focus on World Class Design 

Beautify Adams Park 

Place Adams Park in the budget 

Mini library (little boxes) 

Community Garden corner of Maple/Woodward 
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Tire swing  

Signs at trails (point to) Wayfinding  

Need Band Shell in Shain Park  

Sight lines better at Booth Park  

Move trees & Booth Park for clear line of sight   

Statues like Holland Michigan  

Do not change parking in Poppleton Park  

Allocate funding for parks  

Continue programming public spaces for continued interaction  

A natural playground  

Safety when bringing multiple children   

Webcam at the dog park  

People love their dogs, dogs love parks  

“Make sure that you pick up at least 10 pieces of trash every time you go to a 
park” – kid wrote 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE RESULTS 
October 3, 2017- Open House 

COMMENT TIMES MENTIONED 
Bike connection between parks 1 

2 more shade structures in Barnum Park 2 

Leave the Rouse River in as natural state as possible 1 

Greywater to water plants in parks using City Hall greywater 1 

Public solar and wind projects, Royal Oak example perhaps? 1 

Green Energy-using solar/wind to light our own parks 1 

Chimneys for chimney swifts 1 

Use open land for geothermal heating 1 

Outdoor museum area at museum 1 

Historical games/playground at museum 1 

More room for creatures 1 

Bridge over Rouge/Lynn Smith and Linden Park 2 

Native gardens and grass areas in Barnum to support insects and birds 1 

Plant more trees, plants and wild flowers 2 

Enforce crosswalks  2 

Dig our own wells to water grass & flowers 1 
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Bathroom at #5 Springdale 2 

Raingarden-Rain barrels where appropriate-set the standard 1 

Community Garden somewhere in this town 1 

More walking trails  1 

Use parks to educate-use charts, placecards, insect ID, etc. “see if you can find 
_______kind of tree, etc.  

1 

Adams Park- implement plan asap 1 

Splash pad/fountain in Barnum or any park 1 

Leave Kenning Park as quiet as it is 1 

More walkways for those who are unsteady on their feet or use walkers 1 

Keep Wi-Fi outlets out of the Park system. Let us have some spots where we can 
have peace and quiet. 

1 

Radar speed signs on M-1 near Oak Crossings 1 

There is nothing wrong with simplicity 1 

Porta Johns for tennis courts 1 

Change #9 @ Springdale to #5 1 
 

 



“Resource Mapping” Public Engagement Results 

FIELD DAY RESULTS 
September 17, 2017 Farmers Market booth 
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PARK NAME RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

Adams Park Playground (3) 
Seating 
Walking Paths 
Community Garden 

Birmingham Museum --- 

Baldwin Well Site Write In: “Maple Rd. bridge for pedestrians.” 
Trash / Recycle Receptacle 

Barnum Park Restrooms (3) 
Dog Park (4) 
Community Garden 
Write In: “More shade over playground.” 
Write In: “Pickle Ball court.” 

Booth Park Restrooms (2) 
Security Improvements 
Dog Park (2) 

Booth Trail Fitness 
Community Garden 
Trash / Recycle Receptacle 
Write In: “Signage for route for Maple/Willets.” 

Crestview Park Drinking Fountain 

Derby Well Site --- 

Howarth Park --- 

Ice Sports Arena --- 

Kenning Park Playground (3) 

Kenning Park Skate Park --- 

Lincoln Hills Dog Park --- 

Lincoln Hills Golf Course --- 

Linden Park Restrooms 

Seating 

Playground 

Linn-Smith Park --- 

Manor Park Dog Park 

Martha Bladwin Park --- 

Pembroke Park Dog Park 



3 

Restrooms 

Poppleton Park Dog Park 

Seating 

WIFI Access 

Restroom 

Community Garden 

Crosswalks 

Write In: “Pine Trees” (2) 

Write In: “Tree Screening for noise.” 

Pump House Park --- 

Quarton Lake Park --- 

Quarton Tennis Court --- 

Quarton Lake Trail Playgrounds (2) 

WIFI access 

Redding Well Site --- 

Shain Park Community Garden 

WIFI Access 

Fitness 

Trash / Recycle Receptacle 

South Well Site --- 

Springdale Golf Course --- 

Springdale Park --- 

St. James Park Playground 

West Lincoln Well Site Playgrounds (2) 

Seating 

OPEN HOUSE RESULTS 
October 3, 2017- Open House 
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Linden Park & Trail 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Walking Paths 

Linn-Smith Park 
Bridge 

Martha Baldwin Park 
Walking Paths 

Howarth Park 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 

Kenning Park 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Walking Paths 

St. James Park 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Walking Paths 
Biking Paths 

Barnum Center 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Lighting 

Adams Park 
Walking Paths 
Community Garden 
Playground 
Repairs 

Pembroke Park 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Biking Paths 

Derby Well Site 
Trash/Recycle Receptacle 
Walking Paths 

Manor Park 
Biking Paths 

Poppleton Park 
Community Garden 
Walking Paths 
Drinking Fountain 
Restrooms 
Accessibility Improvements 
Biking Paths 

Quarton Lake Park 
Trash/ Recycle Receptacle 

Crestview Park 
Trash/ Recycle Receptacle 



“Open Ended Comments” Public Engagement Results 

OPEN HOUSE RESULTS 
October 3, 2017- Open House 

• I would very much like to see Poppleton Park remain completely green.  It is perhaps the only
undeveloped green space, and I’d like to see it remain green, as is, for all  to enjoy as is.  More
trees would be wonderful.

• Keep Kenning Park Green – Open spaces, trees, and well maintained.  Kids love to run and play
without structured interference to navigate.

• Leave space for kids to run and imagine whatever they want the park to be – Green is good!!
Heavy traffic is not.  A park should be free of too much structure.

• Kenning Park – Preserve open space at Kenning Park – leave baseball where it is – maybe
reconfigure if anything….but don’t move diamonds or take any trees down. 

• Kenning Park – Cheltenham and Haynes – quiet neighborhood, having a treack would cause
congestion in parking on the street.

• Birmingham needs pickle-ball courts, this is a very popular sport and it is a shame that we have
to go outside the community to play.  Look at Royal Oak Parks and Recreation  there are many
places to play.



The City of Birmingham, Department of Public Services is currently updating the City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan,
with assistance by its consultant, McKenna Associates. This plan helps guide parks and recreation prioritization, and will
span a five-year period – 2018 to 2022.  The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is also used as a basis for applying to
obtain grants and other funding for parks and recreation projects. 

We respectfully request Birmingham residents’ input about your experiences and opinions regarding the programs, services,
and facilities that Birmingham offers. Your participation is crucial to helping Birmingham make the best choices in parks and
recreation.

The following anonymous survey will take roughly 10 minutes to complete; the survey will be closed on Sunday, October 15,
2017.  Thank you for your participation! 

If you have any questions or additional comments, please contact Sarah Traxler, AICP, NCI (McKenna Associates) at
straxler@mcka.com.

*Paper copies may be returned to the location where they were picked up or mailed to: Attn: Carrie Laird, City of Birmingham

Public Services Building, 851 S. Eton Street, Birmingham, MI 48009 before Sunday, October 15, 2017.

Why have you been asked to take a survey about parks and recreation in Birmingham?

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey
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1. Are you familiar with the facilities and programs offered by the
Birmingham Parks and Recreation division of the Department of Public
Services?

*

Yes

No

2. As a resident, what facilities do you most frequently visit? (please
select all that apply)

Adams Park

Birmingham Museum 

Baldwin Well Site 

Barnum Park

Booth Park

Crestview Park

Derby Well Site 

Howarth Park

Ice Sports Arena 

Kenning Park

Kenning Park Skate Park

Lincoln Hills Dog Park

Lincoln Hills Golf Course

Linden Park

Linn-Smith Park

Manor Park

Martha Baldwin Park

Pembroke Park

Poppleton Park

Pump House Park

Quarton Lake

Quarton Tennis Court

Redding Well Site

Shain Park

South Well Site

Springdale Golf Course

Springdale Park

St. James Park

West Lincoln Well Site

3. Which one of the following three statements comes closest to the way
you feel about parks and programs in your community?

Members of my household use Parks and recreation programs on a regular basis, and I believe that these services are important to
quality of life.

Although members of my household do not use Parks and recreation programs frequently, I believe that these services are important to
quality of life.

Parks and recreation programs are not important to quality of life.
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4. In general, what kind of recreation / leisure activities do you and your
family members participate in? (select all that apply)

Exercise / Fitness / Casual Sports

Organized Team Sports

Cultural Events

Classes / Enrichment Programs

Children’s Play

Nature Study / Gardening

Excellent Good Fair Poor N/A

Overall existing outdoor
facilities

Overall indoor facilities

Variety of parks and
recreation facilities

Maintenance of parks and
recreation facilities

Availability of public
spaces where people
want to spend time and
feel safe

Availability of walking
paths (including
sidewalks)

Availability of bike
facilities and paths

5. Please rate the following aspects of public parks, recreation facilities,
and spaces in Birmingham:
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6. If you do not frequent City parks, recreation facilities, and/or
programs, please select the reasons that prevent you or members of
your household from doing so.

I use private facilities and programs

Facilities are not well maintained

Program or facility not offered

Facilities do not have the right equipment

Security is insufficient

Quality of programs is poor

Too far from residence

Fees are too high

Participate in programs provided by other
communities or organizations

Poor customer service by staff

I do not know the location of parks and
facilities

Availability of parking

Registration for programs is too difficult

Program times are not convenient

Facilities are too hard to reach, poor
access

None / no opinion

Other (please specify)
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 Exceed the Need Meet the Need
Fall Short of the

Need
Undecided/No

Opinion

Park Land

Athletic Fields

Playgrounds

Ice Arena (indoor)

Ice Skating

Golf Courses

Performing Arts Space

Walking or Biking Trails

Tennis Courts

Dog Park

Lighting

WIFI Connections

Summer programs

Community special events and festivals

Senior adult health, fitness, social programs

Youth and adult sports programs

Family programs and activities

Teen and after school programs

Art, music, concerts, theater, dance

Aquatic programs for all ages

Programs for people with disabilities

Wellness and fitness programs

Environmental/nature education programs

Multi-cultural programs and offerings

7. Please identify if you feel the facilities and recreation programs below
fall short of meeting the needs, meet the needs, or exceed what is
needed in the community.
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8. What new or enhanced opportunities would you like to see within the
City? (Select all that apply)

Adult Fitness and Wellness

Adult / senior swim

Arts and Crafts

At-risk Programs for Youth

Baseball / softball

Basketball

Bicycling – Road

Bike Rental

Community Gardens

Cultural / Historical Programs

Dance

Disc Golf

Dog Park (off leash)

Golf Course

Hiking / Walking Trails

Hockey

Ice Arena

Jazzercise / Zumba

Martial Arts / Self Defense

Nature Education Programs

Natural Resource Management

Pickleball

Playgrounds

Programs for People with disabilities

Restrooms

Senior Fitness and Wellness

Skateboard / Bike park

Sledding

Soccer

Special Events / Festivals

Swimming

Tennis

Volleyball

Youth Fitness / Wellness

Other (please specify)

#1 Priority

#2  Priority

#3 Priority

9. What do you feel are the top three (3) recreational priorities for
Birmingham in the next 10 years?
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Answering the following questions will help us match future parks, programming, and events to specific groups within
Birmingham.

10.  What is your age?
17 or younger

18-34

35 – 49

50-64

65 or better

11. Do you live in the City of Birmingham?
Yes

No

12. Which quadrant do you live in?
Quadrant A (north of Maple, west of Woodward Ave.)

Quadrant B (north of Maple, east of Woodward Ave.)

Quadrant C (south of Maple, east of Woodward Ave.)

Quadrant D (south of Maple, west of Woodward Ave.)

13. Please feel free to leave any additional comments that were not
addressed in the above questions.

14. Please provide your email address if you would like to receive more
information about the City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master
Plan Process:
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The City of Birmingham, Department of Public Services is currently updating the City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan,
with assistance by its consultant, McKenna Associates. This plan helps guide parks and recreation prioritization, and will
span a five-year period – 2018 to 2022.  The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is also used as a basis for applying to
obtain grants and other funding for parks and recreation projects. 

We specifically request input about your experiences and opinions regarding the Birmingham Ice Arena. Your participation is
crucial to helping Birmingham make the best choices in parks and recreation. The following anonymous survey will take
roughly 5 minutes to complete; the survey will be closed on Sunday, October 15, 2017.  Thank you for your participation! 

If you have any questions or additional comments, please contact Sarah Traxler, AICP, NCI (McKenna Associates) at
straxler@mcka.com.

*Paper copies may be returned to the location where they were picked up or mailed to: Attn: Carrie Laird, City of Birmingham
Public Services Building, 851 S. Eton Street, Birmingham, MI 48009 before October 15, 2017.

Why have you been asked to take a survey about parks and recreation in Birmingham?

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Ice Arena Survey
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1. Are you satisfied with the conditions at the City of Birmingham Ice
Arena?

*

Yes

No

2. What do you think could be improved?

3. How should the City of Birmingham prioritize improvements to the Ice
Arena?

More than other park improvements

Less than other park improvements

The same as other park improvements

Undecided / No Opinion

4. Would you be willing to pay increased rates for these improvements?
(NOTE: This will not translate into direct increases in fees. The City is
gaging users’ level of interest to determine if improvements are
appropriate).

0-10 percent more

10-20 percent more

20-30 percent more

Undecided / No Opinion

5. Do you currently live in the City of Birmingham?
Yes

No
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The City of Birmingham, Department of Public Services is currently updating the City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan,
with assistance by its consultant, McKenna Associates. This plan helps guide parks and recreation prioritization, and will
span a five-year period – 2018 to 2022.  The Parks and Recreation Master Plan is also used as a basis for applying to
obtain grants and other funding for parks and recreation projects. 

We specifically request input about your experiences and opinions regarding Birmingham Golf Courses. Your participation is
crucial to helping Birmingham make the best choices  in parks and recreation. The following anonymous survey will take
roughly 5 minutes to complete; the survey will be closed on Sunday, October 15, 2017.  Thank you for your participation! 

If you have any questions or additional comments, please contact Sarah Traxler, AICP, NCI (McKenna Associates) at
straxler@mcka.com. 

*Paper copies may be returned to the location where they were picked up or mailed to: Attn: Carrie Laird, City of Birmingham
Public Services Building, 851 S. Eton Street, Birmingham, MI 48009 before Sunday, October 15, 2017.

Why have you been asked to take a survey about parks and recreation in Birmingham?

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Golf Course Survey
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1. Are you satisfied with the conditions at the City of Birmingham Golf
Courses?

*

Yes

No

2. What do you think could be improved?

3. How should the City of Birmingham prioritize improvements to its Golf
Courses?

More than other park improvements

Less than other park improvements

The same as other park improvements

Undecided / No Opinion

4. Would you be willing to pay increased rates for these improvements?
(NOTE: This will not translate into direct increases in fees. The City is
gaging users’ level of interest to determine if improvements are
appropriate).

0-10 percent more

10-20 percent more

20-30 percent more

Undecided / No Opinion

5. Do you currently live in the City of Birmingham?
Yes

No

2



87.56% 366

12.44% 52

Q1 Are you familiar with the facilities and programs offered by the
Birmingham Parks and Recreation division of the Department of Public

Services?
Answered: 418 Skipped: -1

TOTAL 418

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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Q2 As a resident, what facilities do you most frequently visit? (please
select all that apply)

Answered: 411 Skipped: 6

Shain Park

Booth Park

Quarton Lake

Poppleton Park

Barnum Park

Springdale
Golf Course

Lincoln Hills
Golf Course

Pembroke Park

Kenning Park

Linden Park

Ice Sports
Arena

Adams Park

Lincoln Hills
Dog Park

Manor Park

St. James Park

Howarth Park

Springdale Park

Crestview Park
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63.75% 262

49.88% 205

46.23% 190

36.25% 149

32.12% 132

26.52% 109

25.79% 106

17.52% 72

15.57% 64

15.09% 62

14.11% 58

13.87% 57

Pump House Park

Quarton Tennis
Court

Linn-Smith Park

Martha Baldwin
Park

Birmingham
Museum

Derby Well Site

West Lincoln
Well Site

Kenning Park
Skate Park

Baldwin Well
Site

Redding Well
Site

Allen and
Hunter House

South Well Site

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Shain Park

Booth Park

Quarton Lake

Poppleton Park

Barnum Park

Springdale Golf Course

Lincoln Hills Golf Course

Pembroke Park

Kenning Park

Linden Park

Ice Sports Arena

Adams Park
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11.92% 49

11.92% 49

9.73% 40

9.49% 39

7.30% 30

6.81% 28

5.11% 21

5.11% 21

4.38% 18

4.38% 18

3.89% 16

3.65% 15

3.41% 14

2.43% 10

0.73% 3

0.73% 3

0.49% 2

0.49% 2

Total Respondents: 411  

Lincoln Hills Dog Park

Manor Park

St. James Park

Howarth Park

Springdale Park

Crestview Park

Pump House Park

Quarton Tennis Court

Linn-Smith Park

Martha Baldwin Park

Birmingham Museum

Derby Well Site

West Lincoln Well Site

Kenning Park Skate Park

Baldwin Well Site

Redding Well Site

Allen and Hunter House

South Well Site
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69.57% 288

29.23% 121

1.21% 5

Q3 Which one of the following three statements comes closest to the way
you feel about parks and programs in your community?

Answered: 414 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 414

Members of my
household us...

Although
members of m...

Parks and
recreation...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Members of my household use Parks and recreation programs on a regular basis, and I believe that these services are
important to quality of life.

Although members of my household do not use Parks and recreation programs frequently, I believe that these services are
important to quality of life.

Parks and recreation programs are not important to quality of life.
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86.62% 356

45.50% 187

44.77% 184

42.09% 173

32.85% 135

28.47% 117

Q4 In general, what kind of recreation / leisure activities do you and your
family members participate in? (select all that apply)

Answered: 411 Skipped: 6

Total Respondents: 411  

Exercise /
Fitness /...

Children’s Play

Cultural Events

Nature Study /
Gardening

Organized Team
Sports

Classes /
Enrichment...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Exercise / Fitness / Casual Sports

Children’s Play

Cultural Events

Nature Study / Gardening

Organized Team Sports

Classes / Enrichment Programs
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Q5 Please rate the following aspects of public parks, recreation facilities,
and spaces in Birmingham:

Answered: 414 Skipped: 3

11.00%
45

28.12%
115

28.85%
118

16.87%
69

15.16%
62

 
409

31.70%
129

45.70%
186

17.20%
70

2.95%
12

2.46%
10

 
407

33.90%
140

45.04%
186

14.53%
60

4.12%
17

2.42%
10

 
413

14.43%
58

37.56%
151

13.43%
54

3.98%
16

30.60%
123

 
402

35.02%
145

54.59%
226

8.45%
35

0.72%
3

1.21%
5

 
414

45.52%
188

45.52%
188

6.78%
28

1.69%
7

0.48%
2

 
413

56.17%
232

35.11%
145

6.78%
28

1.21%
5

0.73%
3

 
413

Excellent Good Fair Poor N/A

Availability
of bike...

Variety of
parks and...

Availability
of walking...

Overall indoor
facilities

Overall
existing...

Maintenance
of

parks and...

Availability
of public...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 EXCELLENT GOOD FAIR POOR N/A TOTAL

Availability of bike facilities and paths

Variety of parks and recreation facilities

Availability of walking paths (including sidewalks)

Overall indoor facilities

Overall existing outdoor facilities

Maintenance of parks and recreation facilities

Availability of public spaces where people want to spend time and
feel safe
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Q6 If you do not frequent City parks, recreation facilities, and/or
programs, please select the reasons that prevent you or members of your

household from doing so.
Answered: 157 Skipped: 260
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42.68% 67

19.11% 30

15.29% 24

None / no
opinion

Other (please
specify)

I use private
facilities a...

Availability
of parking

Program or
facility not...

Facilities do
not have the...

I do not know
the location...

Too far from
residence

Participate in
programs...

Fees are too
high

Facilities are
too hard to...

Facilities are
not well...

Program times
are not...

Registration
for programs...

Security is
insufficient

Quality of
programs is...

Poor customer
service by...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

None / no opinion

Other (please specify)

I use private facilities and programs
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12.74% 20

10.83% 17

8.92% 14

7.01% 11

6.37% 10

6.37% 10

4.46% 7

4.46% 7

3.82% 6

3.18% 5

2.55% 4

1.27% 2

1.27% 2

1.27% 2

Total Respondents: 157  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 We need to keep an eye on security, since we draw in so many out of towners (strangers). 10/19/2017 11:48 AM

2 Facilities are inconsistent, poorly connected = hard to access. 10/19/2017 11:30 AM

3 Occasionally, homeless sleeping on Barnum bench. 10/15/2017 3:12 PM

4 There is a huge void in activities for active seniors! We need outdoor pickleball courts,
shuffleboard, bocce courts,etc. most times that I observe our smaller parks, no one is there.
Seniors would be there! West Lincoln Rd park has the space for pickle ball, bocce, etc. I have
never seen anyone using Linden Park either. Thanks for taking my comments. I sincerely hope
you can address these issues for our oldest citizens!

10/14/2017 6:37 PM

5 I work full time and many of the classes are offered at night when I don't feel like attending. During
the warmer months I like bicycle after work and I feel that there needs to be more attention to bike
paths in and around Birmingham. Currently, I try to avoid any main roads and ride in residential
areas or along 14 mile road on the sidewalk. However, there are many areas without sidewalks
and I have no choice but to ride in the street. The cars don't slow down or try to share the road to
me. I feel it is dangerous, but often have no choice but to ride in the street.

10/14/2017 7:52 AM

6 Those in the triangle district and rail district need a park to service them directly rather than having
to cross major road to get to park

10/14/2017 7:08 AM

7 poor quality of facilities in our local park vs. other parks in city 10/12/2017 8:44 PM

8 some pet owners are not cleaning up after their dogs and the park does not have a running trail 10/12/2017 7:15 PM

9 the homeless/beggars around town. 10/12/2017 8:46 AM

10 Trails could be better maintained. 10/12/2017 7:05 AM

11 Benchmark top cities of our size 10/11/2017 7:08 PM

12 I would love to have a quality sand volleyball court in the city. 10/11/2017 3:35 PM

13 Mainly baseball....diamonds not maintained/no restrooms 10/11/2017 8:57 AM

14 I am not aware of the programs/0fferings at the parks. 10/11/2017 8:14 AM

15 Other things going on 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

Availability of parking

Program or facility not offered

Facilities do not have the right equipment

I do not know the location of parks and facilities

Too far from residence

Participate in programs provided by other communities or organizations

Fees are too high

Facilities are too hard to reach, poor access

Facilities are not well maintained

Program times are not convenient

Registration for programs is too difficult

Security is insufficient

Quality of programs is poor

Poor customer service by staff
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16 Outdoor or indoor pool would be great for the children and adults 10/10/2017 4:34 PM

17 Lack of Public restrooms 10/5/2017 12:22 PM

18 Poppleton Park has limited parking and it seems there is a lot of empty space that is not used but
maintained by the city.

10/4/2017 4:18 PM

19 do not live in Birmingham/ use free services and FEE for dog park 10/2/2017 4:09 PM

20 Microwave masts in park; muddy sodden paths; suspect individuals; not enough daytime dance
classes across the city; more ecologically diverse parks would be nice. More community building
programmes are needed.

9/27/2017 3:51 PM

21 too busy 9/27/2017 2:57 PM

22 Lack of parking at Quarton Lake & handicap access / Can't see the Lake from many benches! 9/25/2017 6:02 PM

23 Please plant more large deciduous shade trees! Bradford pears and evergreens are not suitable
replacements for shade trees that have died/been removed.

9/24/2017 8:30 PM

24 New to the area and I'm not familiar with what is available and locations. 9/24/2017 12:16 PM

25 none of the above 9/21/2017 4:18 PM

26 My schedule is odd; what is convenient for the majority doesn't work for me so I can't really say
that the times are "inconvenient"

9/20/2017 6:06 PM

27 Quiet tranquil greenspace is hard to come by. 9/20/2017 7:15 AM

28 Adams Park needs updated equipment, seating, landscaping 9/18/2017 7:32 PM

29 I live near Adams Park and there is a huge need for up dates and better play equipment, benches,
tables, removing most of the ch

9/18/2017 7:29 PM

30 There needs to be a pedestrian bridge over Maple Rd. connecting the trails. 9/18/2017 6:14 PM

11 / 51

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey



Q7 Please identify if you feel the facilities and recreation programs below
fall short of meeting the needs, meet the needs, or exceed what is

needed in the community.
Answered: 356 Skipped: 61

Walking or
Biking Trails

WIFI
Connections

Environmental/n
ature

educat...

Aquatic
programs for...

Dog Park

Wellness and
fitness...

Lighting

Performing
Arts Space

Multi-cultural
programs

and...

Summer
programs

Art, music,
concerts,...

Playgrounds

Senior adult
health,...

Athletic Fields

Park Land

Teen and
after

school
programs

Programs for
people with...

Community
special even...
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2.91%
10

39.53%
136

52.03%
179

5.52%
19

 
344

2.70%
9

25.23%
84

35.14%
117

36.94%
123

 
333

2.39%
8

24.48%
82

31.34%
105

41.79%
140

 
335

1.81%
6

19.58%
65

30.42%
101

48.19%
160

 
332

8.19%
28

40.06%
137

23.39%
80

28.36%
97

 
342

2.10%
7

31.14%
104

23.95%
80

42.81%
143

 
334

5.71%
19

60.66%
202

22.22%
74

11.41%
38

 
333

5.11%
17

44.74%
149

20.42%
68

29.73%
99

 
333

5.11%
17

22.52%
75

18.92%
63

53.45%
178

 
333

3.32%
11

41.39%
137

18.43%
61

36.86%
122

 
331

6.51%
22

53.55%
181

17.16%
58

22.78%
77

 
338

9.57%
33

67.25%
232

16.23%
56

6.96%
24

 
345

2.08%
7

26.11%
88

16.02%
54

55.79%
188

 
337

Exceed the Need Meet the Need Fall Short of the Need

Undecided/No Opinion

special even...

Youth and
adult sports...

Family
programs

and...

Ice Skating

Tennis Courts

Ice Arena
(indoor)

Golf Courses

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 EXCEED THE
NEED

MEET THE
NEED

FALL SHORT OF THE
NEED

UNDECIDED/NO
OPINION

TOTAL

Walking or Biking Trails

WIFI Connections

Environmental/nature education
programs

Aquatic programs for all ages

Dog Park

Wellness and fitness programs

Lighting

Performing Arts Space

Multi-cultural programs and offerings

Summer programs

Art, music, concerts, theater, dance

Playgrounds

Senior adult health, fitness, social
programs
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9.88%
33

60.78%
203

15.57%
52

13.77%
46

 
334

9.71%
33

74.12%
252

14.41%
49

1.76%
6

 
340

1.20%
4

19.58%
65

14.76%
49

64.46%
214

 
332

0.61%
2

12.77%
42

13.68%
45

72.95%
240

 
329

10.88%
37

64.12%
218

12.94%
44

12.06%
41

 
340

3.88%
13

48.66%
163

12.54%
42

34.93%
117

 
335

3.93%
13

51.06%
169

12.69%
42

32.33%
107

 
331

7.42%
25

52.82%
178

10.39%
35

29.38%
99

 
337

10.29%
35

60.59%
206

10.29%
35

18.82%
64

 
340

7.99%
27

54.44%
184

7.10%
24

30.47%
103

 
338

16.37%
56

60.53%
207

3.51%
12

19.59%
67

 
342

Athletic Fields

Park Land

Teen and after school programs

Programs for people with disabilities

Community special events and
festivals

Youth and adult sports programs

Family programs and activities

Ice Skating

Tennis Courts

Ice Arena (indoor)

Golf Courses
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Q8 What new or enhanced opportunities would you like to see within the
City? (Select all that apply)

Answered: 348 Skipped: 69

Hiking /
Walking Trails

Restrooms

Adult Fitness
and Wellness

Community
Gardens

Bicycling –
Road

Dog Park (off
leash)

Nature
Education...

Swimming

Bike Rental

Sledding

Adult / senior
swim

Playgrounds

Special Events
/ Festivals

Senior Fitness
and Wellness

Pickleball

Cultural /
Historical...

Natural
Resource...

Other (please
specify)
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46.84% 163

43.68% 152

35.92% 125

Youth Fitness
/ Wellness

Arts and Crafts

Programs for
People with...

Tennis

Soccer

Golf Course

At-risk
Programs for...

Basketball

Ice Arena

Disc Golf

Volleyball

Baseball /
softball

Dance

Hockey

Skateboard /
Bike park

Jazzercise /
Zumba

Martial Arts /
Self Defense

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Hiking / Walking Trails

Restrooms

Adult Fitness and Wellness
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32.76% 114

32.18% 112

26.44% 92

24.71% 86

24.43% 85

22.41% 78

22.13% 77

19.83% 69

19.83% 69

19.83% 69

19.25% 67

16.95% 59

16.38% 57

16.09% 56

15.23% 53

14.66% 51

13.51% 47

11.49% 40

11.49% 40

10.34% 36

9.77% 34

9.20% 32

9.20% 32

8.91% 31

8.62% 30

8.62% 30

8.33% 29

6.90% 24

6.61% 23

6.32% 22

5.75% 20

4.31% 15

Total Respondents: 348  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 non paved running trails 10/16/2017 12:02 PM

Community Gardens

Bicycling – Road

Dog Park (off leash)

Nature Education Programs

Swimming

Bike Rental

Sledding

Adult / senior swim

Playgrounds

Special Events / Festivals

Senior Fitness and Wellness

Pickleball

Cultural / Historical Programs

Natural Resource Management

Other (please specify)

Youth Fitness / Wellness

Arts and Crafts

Programs for People with disabilities

Tennis

Soccer

Golf Course

At-risk Programs for Youth

Basketball

Ice Arena

Disc Golf

Volleyball

Baseball / softball

Dance

Hockey

Skateboard / Bike park

Jazzercise / Zumba

Martial Arts / Self Defense
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2 Safe crossing between ravine and waterfall on Maple for pedestrians 10/15/2017 10:59 PM

3 we need bike paths 10/15/2017 2:15 PM

4 Community health center 10/14/2017 7:55 PM

5 Bocce, shuffleboard 10/14/2017 6:40 PM

6 Community center 10/14/2017 5:06 PM

7 Our population is aging. It would be great to offer a fitness center at your senior center. The city of
Troy has an indoor fitness center/weight room where people can go to work out. The cost is
affordable and cheaper than many of the private facilities

10/14/2017 7:59 AM

8 Pickle ball 10/13/2017 8:57 PM

9 None 10/13/2017 5:02 PM

10 More equality of facilities throughout system not just in downtown or wealthier neighborhoods. Also
too many private clubs on city property

10/12/2017 8:49 PM

11 Need more acreage for dog park, Kenning baseball is SHAMEFUL compared to other
municipalities with MUCH lower taxes!!!

10/12/2017 9:59 AM

12 We really just need more wooded trails for walking/biking.. hard to do given real estate, but having
a 3 mile route in the woods would be great. Sand volleyball courts too.

10/12/2017 8:24 AM

13 Add outdoor/lighted 10/11/2017 3:36 PM

14 Need more trees and also better maintenance 10/11/2017 10:28 AM

15 Dining, picnic tables and grills, Royal Oak has them... 10/11/2017 10:09 AM

16 Plays in the park, collection of art in one area 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

17 Of course, we want it all! 10/11/2017 9:02 AM

18 Parks safely connected (waterfall/maple and Lynn/Linden) 10/11/2017 8:58 AM

19 it would be so nice to have a rec center like Troy, with pool etc 10/11/2017 8:51 AM

20 unpaved trails if anything... do NOT add trails to large greenspace areas of parks 10/11/2017 8:02 AM

21 splash pad for kids / waterpark 10/11/2017 8:01 AM

22 Indoor walking 10/11/2017 7:39 AM

23 Natural Playgrounds instead of plastic playscapes 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

24 none-WE do not want any improvements at Kenning Park as it is our perfect nature site 10/11/2017 7:27 AM

25 Splash pad 10/10/2017 10:13 PM

26 Swimming pool indoor or outdoor 10/10/2017 4:36 PM

27 Green spaces are the best use of parkland. Well treed parks are nice. ADA / Special needs
compliant playground equipment. Parks are parks and do not need to be overbuilt... places to go
and enjoy quiet or a walk / run are nice.

10/5/2017 6:44 PM

28 Enhanced walking and biking trails linking parks and schools. 10/4/2017 10:12 PM

29 More events with fun things to do such as bounce house and food kids love pizza maybe do a
giant pizza night for all Birmingham families show a sense of community everyone loves pizza the
best in bringihsm js jets and kids love games games and pizza

10/4/2017 8:55 PM

30 None at this time. 10/4/2017 4:22 PM

31 Platform Tennis 10/4/2017 3:36 PM

32 need to have morning hours EVERY DAY/ esp. first thing 10/2/2017 4:10 PM

33 More open spaces; larger parks! 9/28/2017 1:52 PM

34 Yoga; local markets; fetes; mindfulness classes; more daytime dance classes for seniors;
community building education programs; enhanced awareness of ecology; less litter - maybe litter
clearing to build community and ecological awareness; less concrete and tarmac, more greenery
introduced into urban areas; let people know they can make a difference; peace gardens

9/27/2017 4:21 PM

18 / 51

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey



35 Splash pad 9/27/2017 9:06 AM

36 Enhancement to the LH Dog Park 9/26/2017 8:01 PM

37 Swing dance in the park like in Brighton 9/26/2017 7:47 AM

38 A focus on environmental sustainability, i.e. low-impact development, green infrastructure,
renewable sources of energy, etc.

9/25/2017 3:39 PM

39 Park-side concession/cafe (Shain Park) & Wi-Fi 9/22/2017 1:56 PM

40 Expand Manor Park nature preserve 9/21/2017 4:05 PM

41 OPEN GREEN SPACES 9/21/2017 3:27 PM

42 Bigger space for dog park 9/20/2017 7:54 PM

43 Water features for the kids to play in during hot summer days. 9/20/2017 4:18 PM

44 UNDEVELOPED greenspaces 9/20/2017 7:28 AM

45 water park 9/18/2017 9:49 PM

46 The Senior Next center is okay but falls far short of amenities compared to Bloomfield Twp. or
Rochester's Senior Centers.

9/18/2017 6:24 PM

47 More undeveloped parks 9/17/2017 12:18 PM

48 It would be great to have a splash pad for the little ones 9/16/2017 3:18 PM

49 Bicycle - trail/off road 9/15/2017 10:16 PM

50 Handicap accessable equipment and access 9/15/2017 4:44 PM

51 Ultimate Frisbee 9/15/2017 2:21 PM

52 The addition of a splashpad for children would be great. Lots of other communities have these. 9/15/2017 12:40 PM

53 Splash pad 9/15/2017 11:27 AM
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100.00% 267

89.14% 238

72.28% 193

Q9 What do you feel are the top three (3) recreational priorities for
Birmingham in the next 10 years?

Answered: 267 Skipped: 150

# #1 PRIORITY DATE

1 connectivity  Biking 10/19/2017 12:16 PM

2 connectivity  Bike paths/trails 10/19/2017 12:08 PM

3 inclusive community  Another dog park, too many people letting dogs run off leash at other parks. 10/19/2017 11:58 AM

4 inclusive community  Maintaining a safe environment. 10/19/2017 11:50 AM

5 connectivity  natural area  Real trails 10/19/2017 11:45 AM

6 health and fitness  Golfing 10/19/2017 11:18 AM

7 connectivity  natural area  Non-paved running trails 10/16/2017 12:02 PM

8 inclusive community  Senior activities and facility geared to aging in place 10/15/2017 10:59 PM

9 connectivity  Bike paths 10/15/2017 2:15 PM

10 natural area  Not to disrupt our community more than we already have 10/14/2017 7:55 PM

11 inclusive community  Picnic pavilion where there is space (similar to Beverly Hills Park) would be
amazing in Kenning!

10/14/2017 6:56 PM

12 inclusive community  Community center 10/14/2017 5:06 PM

13 health and fitness  Tennis courts 10/14/2017 3:19 PM

14 connectivity  health and fitness  walking trails 10/14/2017 2:30 PM

15 connectivity  natural area  trails 10/14/2017 11:51 AM

16 connectivity  health and fitness  Additional walking trails 10/14/2017 10:11 AM

17 inclusive community  Park land management for families with kids that make your tax base 10/14/2017 8:15 AM

18 connectivity  health and fitness  Continue to use bicycling as a form of exercise 10/14/2017 7:59 AM

19 inclusive community  As Birmingham is expanding with you families, we need more access to
parks in certain areas, particularly the triangle and rail districts. There is no truly accessible park
within walking distance of these areas that provides the services necessary

10/14/2017 7:12 AM

20 health and fitness  Golf 10/13/2017 8:57 PM

21 Stop creating so much traffic. 10/13/2017 5:02 PM

22 natural area  more open space 10/12/2017 8:49 PM

23 natural area  Freeze any development of green space 10/12/2017 7:36 PM

24 health and fitness  fitness/running trails 10/12/2017 7:18 PM

25 inclusive community  restrooms at facilities 10/12/2017 1:22 PM

26 natural area  upkeep and general maintenance 10/12/2017 12:44 PM

27 natural area  protect/exand open nature areas; don't develop wooded areas. 10/12/2017 12:19 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

#1 Priority

#2  Priority

#3 Priority
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28 health and fitness  dedicated soccer field with fixed goals 10/12/2017 12:17 PM

29 connectivity  Bike paths and better pedestrian street crossings 10/12/2017 12:12 PM

30 health and fitness  Upgrade baseball, families are going elsewhere for youth to train, play 10/12/2017 9:59 AM

31 connectivity  health and fitness  walking paths 10/12/2017 9:06 AM

32 natural area  Keep up the parks/lake 10/12/2017 8:48 AM

33 natural area  More wooded space 10/12/2017 8:24 AM

34 connectivity  Bike paths 10/12/2017 8:00 AM

35 connectivity  natural area  Park Maintenance general and walking trails 10/12/2017 7:12 AM

36 connectivity  Walk and bike paths 10/12/2017 7:11 AM

37 health and fitness  inclusive community  Swimming 10/11/2017 9:38 PM

38 health and fitness  Golf Course Maintenance 10/11/2017 8:43 PM

39 connectivity  More walking trails 10/11/2017 8:11 PM

40 connectivity  bicycling 10/11/2017 7:58 PM

41 health and fitness  Pickleball 10/11/2017 7:42 PM

42 connectivity  Bike lanes/trails 10/11/2017 7:35 PM

43 inclusive community  Facilities & Programs for young families 10/11/2017 7:18 PM

44 connectivity  inclusive community  Walkable community in the rail district that is safe for
pedestrians

10/11/2017 7:06 PM

45 inclusive community  Usability 10/11/2017 5:46 PM

46 inclusive community  events or festivals or fairs 10/11/2017 4:20 PM

47 connectivity  Improve parking at Linden Park so more people can enjoy it 10/11/2017 3:36 PM

48 natural area  Increase amount of parks 10/11/2017 3:33 PM

49 Gazebo in Barnum Park 10/11/2017 3:13 PM

50 maintenance  Maintain existing facilities 10/11/2017 3:07 PM

51 connectivity  PARKING!!!!!!!!! 10/11/2017 2:38 PM

52 connectivity  Road Cycling 10/11/2017 2:15 PM

53 health and fitness  Adult fitness--Like Bloomfield Twp 10/11/2017 1:42 PM

54 inclusive community  More playgrounds and splash pads for kids 10/11/2017 1:11 PM

55 health and fitness  Better athletic fields 10/11/2017 12:51 PM

56 health and fitness  Golf Courses 10/11/2017 12:48 PM

57 connectivity  Bike-ride share 10/11/2017 12:31 PM

58 connectivity  create bicycle trails/roads 10/11/2017 12:27 PM

59 maintenance  Maintaining and improving existing parks (playground equipment, benches, etc.) 10/11/2017 12:21 PM

60 natural area  Use land properly 10/11/2017 12:17 PM

61 health and fitness  inclusive community  Senior fitness and wellness 10/11/2017 12:09 PM

62 inclusive community  maintenance  Updated playground equipment 10/11/2017 11:54 AM

63 inclusive community  Larger (more spacious) dog park 10/11/2017 11:16 AM

64 inclusive community  Public pool for residents ONLY. 10/11/2017 10:55 AM

65 health and fitness  Renovate Ice Arena 10/11/2017 10:30 AM

66 natural area  Leave trees when renovating parks 10/11/2017 10:28 AM

67 maintenance  Maintain current park 10/11/2017 10:28 AM
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68 connectivity  hiking and walking trails 10/11/2017 10:15 AM

69 inclusive community  Provide dining/picnic/grilling at some parks 10/11/2017 10:09 AM

70 maintenance  Make sure we have lots of parks-I really love our parks 10/11/2017 9:44 AM

71 connectivity  Improve cycling options - trails and/or road routes in and around town 10/11/2017 9:43 AM

72 inclusive community  Make Booth Park safer - Large park with too many exits, it's hard to watch
young children

10/11/2017 9:40 AM

73 maintenance  Maintain parks/playgrounds 10/11/2017 9:35 AM

74 maintenance  neighborhood park improvements 10/11/2017 9:29 AM

75 maintenance  Upgrades to existing 10/11/2017 9:25 AM

76 connectivity  Repair/maintain walking/biking trails including neighborhood sidewalks 10/11/2017 9:25 AM

77 maintenance  maintain existing parks 10/11/2017 9:24 AM

78 connectivity  Hiking/Walking-Making the city walkable/bikeable with increased traffic 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

79 inclusive community  Community special events for the Family 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

80 maintenance  Maintenance of existing programs/facilities 10/11/2017 9:12 AM

81 natural area  Keeping green space green! 10/11/2017 9:11 AM

82 connectivity  Bike paths 10/11/2017 9:08 AM

83 inclusive community  more dog parks 10/11/2017 9:08 AM

84 inclusive community  maintenance  Improve parks/baseball fields/need restrooms &
lighting/concessions

10/11/2017 9:02 AM

85 connectivity  Parks safely connected: bridge over Maple at waterfall, bridge bet Lynn and Linden
parks

10/11/2017 8:58 AM

86 maintenance  maintain current offerings/facilities 10/11/2017 8:53 AM

87 inclusive community  Recreational Center with outdoor pool 10/11/2017 8:51 AM

88 inclusive community  Restrooms 10/11/2017 8:46 AM

89 inclusive community  Ensuring highest level of ADA Compliance 10/11/2017 8:43 AM

90 maintenance  Maintenance of park equipment for children 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

91 inclusive community  Activities for 60+ age group 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

92 natural area  community gardens 10/11/2017 8:37 AM

93 maintenance  Maintenance of existing facilities 10/11/2017 8:34 AM

94 inclusive community  Children’s play 10/11/2017 8:32 AM

95 natural area  Preserving nature! 10/11/2017 8:25 AM

96 maintenance  Improve maintenance and enhance golf courses 10/11/2017 8:19 AM

97 health and fitness  Community pool 10/11/2017 8:10 AM

98 health and fitness  Swimming pool/water area 10/11/2017 8:08 AM

99 connectivity  health and fitness  natural area  Introducing more biking paths and exploration
opportunities.

10/11/2017 8:03 AM

100 inclusive community  Splash Pad 10/11/2017 8:01 AM

101 health and fitness  inclusive community  Outdoor Swimming pool 10/11/2017 7:52 AM

102 inclusive community  More offerings for seniors 10/11/2017 7:45 AM

103 connectivity  Easier walking access to parks (and businesses) across Woodward. Pedestrian
bridge, tunnel, slower traffic, longer crossing times...

10/11/2017 7:44 AM

104 connectivity  Add bridge from Linn smith park to linden park 10/11/2017 7:43 AM
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105 health and fitness  Kids Health 10/11/2017 7:39 AM

106 health and fitness  Indoor walking 10/11/2017 7:39 AM

107 maintenance  maintain the current space 10/11/2017 7:38 AM

108 inclusive community  Events/Festivals 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

109 natural area  Natural Playgrounds instead of plastic playscapes 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

110 natural area  keep parks in their natural state 10/11/2017 7:27 AM

111 connectivity  More bike lanes that connect to each other 10/10/2017 10:13 PM

112 inclusive community  Dog park on the other side of Southfield 10/10/2017 9:36 PM

113 health and fitness  Offering health/fitness programs 10/10/2017 5:40 PM

114 health and fitness  Swimming pool 10/10/2017 4:36 PM

115 health and fitness  Ice Arena improvement 10/9/2017 8:25 AM

116 Poppleton 10/8/2017 10:25 PM

117 natural area  Maintaing as much green space as possible 10/6/2017 9:10 AM

118 inclusive community  Special needs playground equipment 10/6/2017 7:15 AM

119 maintenance  Kenning Park improvements 10/6/2017 6:54 AM

120 inclusive community  Children's play areas 10/6/2017 1:01 AM

121 maintenance  Parks 10/5/2017 9:06 PM

122 inclusive community  ADA compliance 10/5/2017 6:44 PM

123 connectivity  Cycling - road 10/5/2017 12:35 PM

124 natural area  Maintain the existing green spaces & not reduce them with organised sports specific
developments (no more baseball diamonds or football fields that have limited seasonal use)

10/5/2017 12:26 PM

125 connectivity  health and fitness  natural area  additional walking trails (I'm happy to donate) 10/5/2017 9:55 AM

126 health and fitness  Walking paths in Poppleton Park 10/5/2017 9:42 AM

127 connectivity  More bike paths 10/5/2017 9:23 AM

128 maintenance  Adams Park - implementation of plan 10/5/2017 9:22 AM

129 inclusive community  Bathrooms 10/5/2017 8:47 AM

130 inclusive community  Updated community center/YMCA 10/4/2017 11:10 PM

131 maintenance  Maintaining and enhancing some parks that need some light improvements (lights,
doggie bag centers, water stations, better maintenance)

10/4/2017 10:12 PM

132 inclusive community  More events for families 10/4/2017 8:55 PM

133 health and fitness  Kenning park walking path 10/4/2017 8:49 PM

134 health and fitness  Walking paths 10/4/2017 8:44 PM

135 inclusive community  more dog options 10/4/2017 3:39 PM

136 health and fitness  Youth exercise and programing 10/4/2017 3:36 PM

137 health and fitness  Golf courses 10/4/2017 3:34 PM

138 health and fitness  Walking 10/4/2017 3:31 PM

139 health and fitness  exercise 10/4/2017 12:36 PM

140 maintenance  Repair and maintenance of existing assets. 10/4/2017 11:07 AM

141 natural area  leave kenning park quiet and peaceful 10/4/2017 7:07 AM

142 inclusive community  cultural/historical programs 10/3/2017 11:31 AM

143 inclusive community  Universally accessible playgrounds 10/3/2017 10:39 AM
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144 inclusive community  Improve playgrounds west of Southfield Road 10/2/2017 9:18 PM

145 health and fitness  inclusive community  fitness opportunities for adults/seniors 10/2/2017 9:00 PM

146 maintenance  Improve uae of Poppleton Park 10/2/2017 8:29 PM

147 inclusive community  More Free Programming 10/2/2017 6:44 PM

148 natural area  Shaded areas at parks 10/2/2017 3:53 PM

149 inclusive community  Summer rec programs for young children 10/2/2017 3:50 PM

150 maintenance  Parks 10/2/2017 3:49 PM

151 inclusive community  Restrooms at parks 10/2/2017 3:39 PM

152 maintenance  Maintaining and improving existing parks 10/2/2017 3:37 PM

153 maintenance  Investing in existing park infrastructure (maintenance and capital expenditure) to
ensure their outstanding appearance

10/2/2017 3:37 PM

154 inclusive community  Recreational Rentals 10/2/2017 11:56 AM

155 health and fitness  Swimming pool for adults, open every season with extended hours 10/2/2017 10:08 AM

156 maintenance  I think generally more trees should be planted 10/2/2017 9:55 AM

157 inclusive community  Fun creative mixed use areas like Campus Martius Park 9/30/2017 6:37 AM

158 health and fitness  pickleball courts and program 9/29/2017 1:53 PM

159 maintenance  Maintaining existing areas 9/29/2017 10:43 AM

160 maintenance  Continue excellent maintenance of parks 9/29/2017 6:30 AM

161 inclusive community  Senior services - workouts & figness 9/28/2017 3:45 PM

162 inclusive community  Swimming an outdoor pool with minimum fees 9/28/2017 3:20 PM

163 natural area  Increase open space 9/28/2017 1:52 PM

164 inclusive community  Safer/ More light/ 9/28/2017 1:29 PM

165 inclusive community  Expand to cater the growing population 9/28/2017 2:59 AM

166 connectivity  health and fitness  Bicycle paths 9/27/2017 10:53 PM

167 dogs on leads only 9/27/2017 4:28 PM

168 natural area  Greater ecological focus, not cosmetic changes 9/27/2017 4:21 PM

169 health and fitness  Fitness and Health for all 9/27/2017 4:11 PM

170 connectivity  inclusive community  Addressing mobility and access for aging population 9/27/2017 2:49 PM

171 inclusive community  Upgrading existing parks and facilities, including becoming barrier free 9/27/2017 9:06 AM

172 Expand facilities 9/26/2017 3:44 PM

173 connectivity  Safe bike access to all facilities 9/26/2017 2:18 PM

174 inclusive community  Accesibility 9/26/2017 12:39 PM

175 inclusive community  Better lighting around parks 9/26/2017 9:53 AM

176 connectivity  Bike paths 9/26/2017 7:47 AM

177 inclusive community  promote public art in parks 9/25/2017 6:12 PM

178 inclusive community  Expand the Dog Park! 9/25/2017 3:48 PM

179 connectivity  health and fitness  Biking 9/25/2017 3:39 PM

180 maintenance  Maintainence of existing facilities. 9/25/2017 1:53 PM

181 connectivity  Connected walking and biking trails 9/25/2017 1:28 PM

182 natural area  keep green spaces green 9/24/2017 8:18 PM

183 natural area  Providing facilities which allow people to reconnect with nature 9/24/2017 2:03 PM
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184 maintenance  Maintaining the existing parks - they are wonderful and I'd like them to stay that way 9/24/2017 1:46 PM

185 inclusive community  Safety 9/24/2017 12:52 PM

186 maintenance  Advertising what is already available. 9/24/2017 12:21 PM

187 natural area  Maintain parks for quiet liesure 9/24/2017 8:13 AM

188 connectivity  Maintain walkability; enhance connection between neighborhoods east of Woodward
to the downtown.

9/23/2017 12:28 PM

189 inclusive community  Park restrooms 9/22/2017 1:56 PM

190 define the purpose to Adams park and create it 9/22/2017 12:13 PM

191 connectivity  sidewalks in all neighborhoods 9/22/2017 9:40 AM

192 inclusive community  Upgrading playgrounds 9/21/2017 8:04 PM

193 inclusive community  Inclusive disability activities 9/21/2017 7:59 PM

194 health and fitness  natural area  Hiking trails along the rouge 9/21/2017 7:40 PM

195 inclusive community  create paths accessible to our diverse population 9/21/2017 4:25 PM

196 maintenance  Keep local charm 9/21/2017 4:19 PM

197 natural area  Conserve natural beauty and restrict development of parkland 9/21/2017 4:05 PM

198 inclusive community  Bathroom facilities at parks 9/21/2017 3:54 PM

199 natural area  Reduce all the hard surfacing going into new parks 9/21/2017 3:27 PM

200 connectivity  More and better bicycle lanes 9/21/2017 3:15 PM

201 Better development of Poppleton 9/21/2017 3:12 PM

202 connectivity  Car-free walking paths 9/21/2017 2:46 PM

203 inclusive community  Public Swimming Pool (like troy or Southfield) 9/21/2017 1:04 PM

204 Re-design Kenning park to include more walking trails and more usable park space. This would
include more sidewalks to and from as well as an additional Entrance from Hanley Court access
point.

9/21/2017 11:19 AM

205 inclusive community  Senior utilization 9/21/2017 9:38 AM

206 health and fitness  Walking/biking paths around perimeter of parks 9/21/2017 8:57 AM

207 connectivity  Make biking safer for bikers and pedestrians 9/21/2017 7:46 AM

208 health and fitness  Adult Fitness and Wellness 9/21/2017 7:04 AM

209 connectivity  safe connecting bike paths 9/20/2017 9:16 PM

210 inclusive community  Safe and clean spaces 9/20/2017 7:54 PM

211 health and fitness  Improvements to ice arena - larger locker rooms, updated bathrooms 9/20/2017 7:32 PM

212 inclusive community  Larger dog park 9/20/2017 7:09 PM

213 inclusive community  Restrooms 9/20/2017 4:18 PM

214 maintenance  Promotion of facilities & programs 9/20/2017 3:12 PM

215 Aquatic Center 9/20/2017 3:12 PM

216 inclusive community  Dog Park 9/20/2017 3:01 PM

217 health and fitness  Bike trails/paths 9/20/2017 8:37 AM

218 natural area  Park preservation 9/20/2017 8:06 AM

219 inclusive community  Larger dog park 9/20/2017 7:49 AM

220 maintenance  What we have is fine 9/20/2017 7:28 AM

221 inclusive community  Restrooms at the Parks 9/19/2017 2:36 PM

222 health and fitness  Fitness center 9/19/2017 11:14 AM

25 / 51

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey



223 health and fitness  Biking trails 9/18/2017 9:49 PM

224 Adams Park needs updates and separation from Roeper 9/18/2017 7:39 PM

225 connectivity  biking paths and trails - OFF OF CITY STREETS 9/18/2017 7:20 PM

226 health and fitness  inclusive community  First Class Senior Center 9/18/2017 6:24 PM

227 Upgradumg existing parks (Adams Park) 9/18/2017 3:00 PM

228 natural area  Keep open space open 9/17/2017 7:50 PM

229 connectivity  Unfortunately more parking 9/17/2017 12:18 PM

230 Upgrade Adams Park 9/17/2017 9:31 AM

231 natural area  Maintain green spaces 9/17/2017 7:32 AM

232 inclusive community  Useful playgrounds in parks - whoever has chosen equipment in the past
has missed the mark - too trendy

9/17/2017 6:36 AM

233 connectivity  Mobility (non-car) 9/16/2017 7:29 PM

234 health and fitness  Develop walking paths 9/16/2017 4:52 PM

235 inclusive community  maintenance  Maintain or improve play structures at park 9/16/2017 1:36 PM

236 inclusive community  Get more off leash dog parks. I'm tired and frustrated by the number of
people who continue to let their dogs off leash in all parks.

9/16/2017 11:20 AM

237 connectivity  health and fitness  Walkable spaces 9/16/2017 9:37 AM

238 health and fitness  inclusive community  No dogs/safety on running trails 9/16/2017 8:31 AM

239 connectivity  Better biking: better designated bike trails/roads w less traffic 9/16/2017 6:38 AM

240 connectivity  Connect parks with safe bike path 9/15/2017 10:16 PM

241 natural area  Maintain open unplanned green space for flexible use 9/15/2017 5:22 PM

242 health and fitness  Pickleball 9/15/2017 4:44 PM

243 inclusive community  Universally accessible playgrounds 9/15/2017 4:29 PM

244 Upgrade Playground equipment in Parks/Poppleton 9/15/2017 4:18 PM

245 inclusive community  public restrooms 9/15/2017 4:14 PM

246 natural area  Green space 9/15/2017 4:03 PM

247 Adams Park needs attention! 9/15/2017 3:44 PM

248 natural area  open green space 9/15/2017 3:27 PM

249 connectivity  historic walking tours of downtown and neighborhoods 9/15/2017 3:24 PM

250 maintenance  maintain playgrounds and adjacent grounds 9/15/2017 3:04 PM

251 improvement of neighborhood parks 9/15/2017 2:50 PM

252 Making better us of poppleton park 9/15/2017 2:37 PM

253 maintenance  Neighborhood parks play structures 9/15/2017 2:21 PM

254 Improvements in nightlife. Nightclubs, music venues 9/15/2017 1:55 PM

255 provide EV charging spots at parking 9/15/2017 12:45 PM

256 Splash pad / private park 9/15/2017 12:40 PM

257 inclusive community  Splash pad 9/15/2017 11:27 AM

258 inclusive community  All playgrounds need to be CPSI inspected. For example the Shain park
slide is super unsafe.

9/15/2017 11:25 AM

259 connectivity  health and fitness  More bike paths 9/15/2017 11:22 AM

260 Ice rink - summer 9/15/2017 11:18 AM

261 connectivity  Bicycle infrastructure 9/15/2017 9:44 AM
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262 inclusive community  Restrooms 9/15/2017 9:04 AM

263 Bike Rental 9/14/2017 9:04 PM

264 connectivity  Walking - Sometimes it appears drivers are not considerate 9/14/2017 8:29 PM

265 inclusive community  Put rubber down on playgrounds instead of wood chips. 9/14/2017 3:38 PM

266 health and fitness  More walking trails 9/14/2017 3:18 PM

267 Rec Center 9/14/2017 3:11 PM

# #2  PRIORITY DATE

1 Hiking/Walking 10/19/2017 12:16 PM

2 Hiking/Walking trails 10/19/2017 12:08 PM

3 Mimic Beverly Park (pavillion, restrooms, sledding hills etc.) 10/19/2017 11:58 AM

4 Upgrading the ice arena, the actual ice skating area is pretty much one dingy color. Perhaps same
colorful pennants hung up and some Detroit hockey history on the walls in that area.

10/19/2017 11:50 AM

5 Real bike paths 10/19/2017 11:45 AM

6 Hiking Trails 10/19/2017 11:18 AM

7 Adult Swim 10/16/2017 12:02 PM

8 Nature/garden centers, staffed with wood chip paths 10/15/2017 10:59 PM

9 parking 10/15/2017 2:15 PM

10 Stop building so close to the road especially Eton 10/14/2017 7:55 PM

11 Public bathrooms at parks!! 10/14/2017 6:56 PM

12 Maintaining current level/quality 10/14/2017 5:06 PM

13 Golf courses 10/14/2017 3:19 PM

14 biking 10/14/2017 2:30 PM

15 swim 10/14/2017 11:51 AM

16 off-leash dog park 10/14/2017 10:11 AM

17 Safe, fun outdoor play 10/14/2017 8:15 AM

18 Continue to use walking as a form of exercise 10/14/2017 7:59 AM

19 Children play areas 10/13/2017 8:57 PM

20 Keep neighborhood parks for residents. 10/13/2017 5:02 PM

21 fewer full time ball diamonds 10/12/2017 8:49 PM

22 Add irrigation to parks outside of the downtown 10/12/2017 7:36 PM

23 dog park 10/12/2017 7:18 PM

24 More walking/running paths 10/12/2017 1:22 PM

25 maintain current size of parks 10/12/2017 12:44 PM

26 expand outdoor nature walking areas 10/12/2017 12:19 PM

27 bathrooms at park facilities 10/12/2017 12:17 PM

28 More law enforcement presence throughout the city 10/12/2017 12:12 PM

29 bike paths 10/12/2017 9:06 AM

30 avoid too many new homes being built 10/12/2017 8:48 AM

31 Sand volleyball courts 10/12/2017 8:24 AM

32 Pickleball 10/12/2017 8:00 AM

33 Additional Areas Focused around kids and youth 10/12/2017 7:12 AM
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34 Culture 10/12/2017 7:11 AM

35 Senior rec facilities 10/11/2017 9:38 PM

36 Park Maintenance 10/11/2017 8:43 PM

37 More biking lanes especially on Maple 10/11/2017 8:11 PM

38 Basketball 10/11/2017 7:42 PM

39 Senior programs 10/11/2017 7:35 PM

40 Facilities & Programs for adults and seniors 10/11/2017 7:18 PM

41 Preserve sanctuary of neighborhoods by rerouting traffic in rail district 10/11/2017 7:06 PM

42 Diversity of events 10/11/2017 5:46 PM

43 winter activities 10/11/2017 4:20 PM

44 Partnership with two high schools to make use of pools free and at more conveneint times 10/11/2017 3:36 PM

45 Bike paths 10/11/2017 3:33 PM

46 Community nature conservancy activities 10/11/2017 3:13 PM

47 Make sure current offerings are meeting resident preferences 10/11/2017 3:07 PM

48 Walking/ Hiking trails 10/11/2017 2:38 PM

49 Pickleball 10/11/2017 2:15 PM

50 Golf 10/11/2017 1:42 PM

51 Performing arts 10/11/2017 1:11 PM

52 Better play grounds 10/11/2017 12:51 PM

53 Bicycling lanes 10/11/2017 12:48 PM

54 More diverse programs for persons with disabilities 10/11/2017 12:31 PM

55 improve public transportation 10/11/2017 12:27 PM

56 Maintain the quality 10/11/2017 12:17 PM

57 Hiking /walking trails 10/11/2017 12:09 PM

58 Walking/biking trails around parks 10/11/2017 11:54 AM

59 Splashpad 10/11/2017 11:16 AM

60 Better grass for all parks 10/11/2017 10:55 AM

61 Recreational opportunities for seniors 10/11/2017 10:30 AM

62 Better maintenance 10/11/2017 10:28 AM

63 Improve walking and fitness in parks 10/11/2017 10:28 AM

64 wifi availability 10/11/2017 10:15 AM

65 continue landscape and art-scape improvements 10/11/2017 10:09 AM

66 programs for all levels of fitness for adults and youth 10/11/2017 9:44 AM

67 Gazebo in Pembroke? This has been discussed in the Pembroke Manor Neighborhood over
recent years.

10/11/2017 9:43 AM

68 Keep ice arena open all year 10/11/2017 9:40 AM

69 Shade at parks 10/11/2017 9:35 AM

70 walking/running trails 10/11/2017 9:29 AM

71 Safety 10/11/2017 9:25 AM

72 Update community playground facilities 10/11/2017 9:25 AM

73 dog parks - off leash 10/11/2017 9:24 AM
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74 Biking--Making the city walkable/bikeable with increased traffic 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

75 More frequent Artistic displays (even if temporary exhibits) 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

76 Open Swims 10/11/2017 9:08 AM

77 walking track/walking trails 10/11/2017 9:02 AM

78 More bike lanes and paths (Lincoln is a disgrace) 10/11/2017 8:58 AM

79 Bike paths 10/11/2017 8:51 AM

80 Flat Open Space for Soccer 10/11/2017 8:46 AM

81 Finding ways for aging population to connect with kid-centric parks 10/11/2017 8:43 AM

82 Biking and walking trails 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

83 Having seating available in parks 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

84 bathrooms 10/11/2017 8:37 AM

85 Improvements to existing facilities 10/11/2017 8:34 AM

86 Walking paths 10/11/2017 8:32 AM

87 Preserving land 10/11/2017 8:25 AM

88 Add a dog park -ideally relook at Springdale 10/11/2017 8:19 AM

89 Community programs 10/11/2017 8:08 AM

90 Outdoor ice for public skate in winter. 10/11/2017 8:03 AM

91 better roads in the neighborhoods 10/11/2017 8:01 AM

92 Continue bike trail expansion 10/11/2017 7:45 AM

93 See priority 1 10/11/2017 7:44 AM

94 Add real restrooms to parks 10/11/2017 7:43 AM

95 Education 10/11/2017 7:39 AM

96 expand the on road biking! make it safer! 10/11/2017 7:38 AM

97 Walking Streets closed to cars in town 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

98 Bike path - too many cyclists clogging roads 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

99 Splash pad for the kids 10/10/2017 10:13 PM

100 Community gardens 10/10/2017 9:36 PM

101 Building walking paths 10/10/2017 5:40 PM

102 Poppleton Park update 10/9/2017 8:25 AM

103 Don't over complicate our parks by trying to be all to all and creating unnecessary park
improvements

10/6/2017 9:10 AM

104 Updated play equipment such as new equipment at Stoney creek metro park 10/6/2017 7:15 AM

105 Athletic field improvements: grading/drainage 10/6/2017 6:54 AM

106 Hiking/Biking trails 10/6/2017 1:01 AM

107 Nature Trails 10/5/2017 9:06 PM

108 Focus on green spaces and trees, we can bring our own equipment. Don't need more parking. 10/5/2017 6:44 PM

109 Trails 10/5/2017 12:35 PM

110 Add more easily accessible discreetly located public restrooms in several of the parks 10/5/2017 12:26 PM

111 off-leash dog park 10/5/2017 9:55 AM

112 Better baseball fields at Kenning Park 10/5/2017 9:42 AM

113 Better bike awareness 10/5/2017 9:23 AM
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114 Improvement of play structures including handicap 10/5/2017 9:22 AM

115 Community Pool 10/4/2017 11:10 PM

116 Walking and biking connections of parks and schools. Could be hugely improved and be a model. 10/4/2017 10:12 PM

117 Basketball!!!!!!!!!!! 10/4/2017 8:55 PM

118 Better trails 10/4/2017 8:49 PM

119 Lighting 10/4/2017 8:44 PM

120 parks should be open all the time 10/4/2017 3:39 PM

121 walking/biking trails 10/4/2017 3:36 PM

122 at risk programs for youth 10/4/2017 3:34 PM

123 Biking 10/4/2017 3:31 PM

124 senior center 10/4/2017 12:36 PM

125 Expand the planting of a variety of native tree species. 10/4/2017 11:07 AM

126 hiking trails and opportunities to be outdoors 10/3/2017 11:31 AM

127 Senior fitness 10/3/2017 10:39 AM

128 Add pickleball / paddle ball court to provide winter activity 10/2/2017 9:18 PM

129 inclusive facilities/playgrounds 10/2/2017 9:00 PM

130 Lower Fees 10/2/2017 6:44 PM

131 More playground equipment at parks 10/2/2017 3:53 PM

132 Keep the golf courses on track (they improved over the past several years and want to keep up
the good work)

10/2/2017 3:50 PM

133 Festivals 10/2/2017 3:49 PM

134 Drastically increasing sports programs (youth and adult) 10/2/2017 3:37 PM

135 Redo soccer fields 10/2/2017 3:37 PM

136 Alternative transportation 10/2/2017 11:56 AM

137 Biking paths 10/2/2017 10:08 AM

138 More green space created 10/2/2017 9:55 AM

139 Community gym and pool 9/30/2017 6:37 AM

140 safe bike trails (not Lincoln) 9/29/2017 1:53 PM

141 Emphasis on classes & programs emphasizing health and well-being 9/29/2017 10:43 AM

142 Bike rentals 9/28/2017 3:45 PM

143 Walking trails 9/28/2017 3:20 PM

144 Provide more walking trails 9/28/2017 1:52 PM

145 Newer up to date play structures / diverse 9/28/2017 1:29 PM

146 Offer good value services 9/28/2017 2:59 AM

147 more flower beds 9/27/2017 4:28 PM

148 More community building education and activities 9/27/2017 4:21 PM

149 Safe bicycle paths 9/27/2017 4:11 PM

150 Reduction of chemicals in parks to enhance health 9/27/2017 2:49 PM

151 Foster a sense of community through the parks and activites 9/27/2017 9:06 AM

152 Walking paths within tyher larger parks 9/26/2017 2:18 PM

153 Marketing 9/26/2017 12:39 PM
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154 more hiking/walking trails 9/26/2017 9:53 AM

155 More outdoor music 9/26/2017 7:47 AM

156 promote reading & literacy events, like author talks in parks 9/25/2017 6:12 PM

157 More trails to ride bikes 9/25/2017 3:48 PM

158 Hiking 9/25/2017 3:39 PM

159 Publicize what we have to residents. 9/25/2017 1:53 PM

160 Expand dog parks 9/25/2017 1:28 PM

161 crosswalk on maple, from quarton lake path across Maple 9/24/2017 8:18 PM

162 Provide facilities that allow people to remain fit, year round 9/24/2017 2:03 PM

163 Golf Courses - also great and I'd like to see them stay that way 9/24/2017 1:46 PM

164 Letting people know the location not just by name but address 9/24/2017 12:21 PM

165 Play areas for children and young adults 9/24/2017 8:13 AM

166 Develop Poppleton Park to take advantage of its potential while minimizing adverse impact on
neighborhood.

9/23/2017 12:28 PM

167 Completion of trail systems 9/22/2017 1:56 PM

168 improve use of Barnum park, programs for children? 9/22/2017 12:13 PM

169 better lighting 9/22/2017 9:40 AM

170 Enhanced bike paths 9/21/2017 8:04 PM

171 Bathrooms at all parks 9/21/2017 7:59 PM

172 more picnic tables 9/21/2017 4:25 PM

173 Pool 9/21/2017 4:19 PM

174 More trees. 9/21/2017 4:05 PM

175 Walking/biking trails (extension) 9/21/2017 3:54 PM

176 Maintain diversity of parks, including open spaces for community uses 9/21/2017 3:27 PM

177 Upgrade athletic aspects of parks 9/21/2017 3:15 PM

178 Car-free biking paths 9/21/2017 2:46 PM

179 Better bike lanes, or bike lanes at all really. 9/21/2017 1:04 PM

180 Protected Bike lanes on Eton from Maple to preferrably 14 Mile but at least to Lincoln.
Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety is very concerning right now.

9/21/2017 11:19 AM

181 bicycling 9/21/2017 9:38 AM

182 Informative signs about history of park or species in the park 9/21/2017 8:57 AM

183 Expand maker space at library or elsewhere 9/21/2017 7:46 AM

184 Community Gardens 9/21/2017 7:04 AM

185 more variety of things to do at the parks, i.e. basketball courts, volleyball areas, ice rinks, sledding
hills, disc golf, nature area, trails, covered picnic areas, etc.

9/20/2017 9:16 PM

186 Events to bring people to area 9/20/2017 7:54 PM

187 Better soccer fields 9/20/2017 7:32 PM

188 More safe walking and biking trails 9/20/2017 7:09 PM

189 Make Shain Park more kid friendly 9/20/2017 4:18 PM

190 Maintain greenspace 9/20/2017 3:12 PM

191 Bike trails 9/20/2017 3:12 PM

192 Additional bike parking 9/20/2017 8:37 AM
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193 Program diversity 9/20/2017 8:06 AM

194 Bike Park 9/20/2017 7:49 AM

195 Walking trails at the parks 9/19/2017 2:36 PM

196 Water Park 9/18/2017 9:49 PM

197 Lights for tennis courts 9/18/2017 7:39 PM

198 more outside sport courts for pickle ball, tennis 9/18/2017 7:20 PM

199 Pedestrian bridge over Maple Rd. connecting the trails 9/18/2017 6:24 PM

200 Fitness programs all ages 9/18/2017 3:00 PM

201 No more parking 9/17/2017 7:50 PM

202 Stop bringing in businesses that need parking 9/17/2017 12:18 PM

203 Invest in aging population programs. This is a significant number of tax payers 9/17/2017 7:32 AM

204 Ensuring plenty of grass and trees - especially mature trees. Shain Park is a cold cement
unwelcoming place with little facility for child play

9/17/2017 6:36 AM

205 Biking path on Woodward median 9/16/2017 7:29 PM

206 Indoor fitness opportunities during the Winter 9/16/2017 4:52 PM

207 Maintain sidewalks/walkability 9/16/2017 1:36 PM

208 More multi-use fields. Convert some baseball diamonds to soccer/football/lacrosse/field hockey
fields with "track" like rings around them.

9/16/2017 11:20 AM

209 Bike safe paths through the city 9/16/2017 9:37 AM

210 More native plantings 9/16/2017 8:31 AM

211 Better walkability, especially downtown. 9/16/2017 6:38 AM

212 Bike lanes 9/15/2017 10:16 PM

213 Update playground equipment 9/15/2017 5:22 PM

214 Handicap play and exercise equipment and access to these (sidewalks) 9/15/2017 4:44 PM

215 Programming: all ages activities 9/15/2017 4:29 PM

216 Bike lanes t/o city - bike rental 9/15/2017 4:18 PM

217 dog park for small dogs 9/15/2017 4:14 PM

218 Nature trails 9/15/2017 4:03 PM

219 Safe cross walk East of Woodward from Poppelton Park into town 9/15/2017 3:44 PM

220 walkability, including existing sidewalks 9/15/2017 3:27 PM

221 safe bike paths connecting neighborhoods and downtown 9/15/2017 3:24 PM

222 offer variety of programs across age groups and abilities 9/15/2017 3:04 PM

223 Addition of a city owned fitness center 9/15/2017 2:50 PM

224 Bike paths 9/15/2017 2:37 PM

225 Bicycle paths/lanes 9/15/2017 2:21 PM

226 More summer events 9/15/2017 1:55 PM

227 Upgraded playground areas 9/15/2017 12:40 PM

228 Workout trail 9/15/2017 11:27 AM

229 Lighting at all parks 9/15/2017 11:25 AM

230 More dog friendly parks 9/15/2017 11:22 AM

231 Swimming - not so far away, hate going to Groves 9/15/2017 11:18 AM
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232 Aquatic facilities 9/15/2017 9:44 AM

233 Fitness 9/15/2017 9:04 AM

234 Maintenance of nature trails 9/14/2017 9:04 PM

235 Large Field Use - Softball, baseball, soccer, football, etc.... 9/14/2017 8:29 PM

236 Extend the hiking trail along rouge river 9/14/2017 3:38 PM

237 Better music at summer concert series at Shain park 9/14/2017 3:18 PM

238 Swim Center 9/14/2017 3:11 PM

# #3 PRIORITY DATE

1 Restrooms 10/19/2017 12:08 PM

2 Lit tennis courts at a couple parks 10/19/2017 11:58 AM

3 more access to indoor swimming for all 10/16/2017 12:02 PM

4 Community art center for walk in ceramics, painting, art for all ages 10/15/2017 10:59 PM

5 Stop the horrible curb configurations as on Lincoln, make the already congested road even worse 10/14/2017 7:55 PM

6 Try to avoid over developing the land; keep some natural beauty and simplicity 10/14/2017 6:56 PM

7 Ice arena 10/14/2017 3:19 PM

8 soccer 10/14/2017 2:30 PM

9 open space 10/14/2017 11:51 AM

10 bicycling issues - road space & driver awareness 10/14/2017 10:11 AM

11 Community youth sporting leagues 10/14/2017 8:15 AM

12 Become more involved in community programs when I retire 10/14/2017 7:59 AM

13 Sports tennis Pickle ball 10/13/2017 8:57 PM

14 soccer fields with goals not just open space 10/12/2017 8:49 PM

15 Continue to plant trees 10/12/2017 7:36 PM

16 community gardens 10/12/2017 7:18 PM

17 Lighting to make everything safe. 10/12/2017 1:22 PM

18 maintain current parking at parks 10/12/2017 12:44 PM

19 confine development 10/12/2017 12:19 PM

20 More tennis courts and winter activities 10/12/2017 12:12 PM

21 upgrade/ expand or add dog park 10/12/2017 9:06 AM

22 bikelanes/sidewalks throughout. walking paths to somerset mall 10/12/2017 8:48 AM

23 More wooded space along Rouge... 10/12/2017 8:24 AM

24 Parking 10/12/2017 8:00 AM

25 Better Playgrounds for kids 10/12/2017 7:12 AM

26 Golf 10/12/2017 7:11 AM

27 walking/hiking paths 10/11/2017 9:38 PM

28 Biking and Walking opportunities 10/11/2017 8:43 PM

29 Better and ornate lighting to improve evening walking 10/11/2017 8:11 PM

30 Tennis 10/11/2017 7:42 PM

31 Walking trails 10/11/2017 7:35 PM

32 Walking and bike trails 10/11/2017 7:18 PM

33 Green barriers between developed parks and homes 10/11/2017 7:06 PM
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34 summer activities 10/11/2017 4:20 PM

35 Add outdoor/lighted/heated elevated paddle ball courts 10/11/2017 3:36 PM

36 Interactive water feature 10/11/2017 3:13 PM

37 Promote walkable/bikeable options 10/11/2017 3:07 PM

38 Concerts 10/11/2017 2:38 PM

39 Do NOT want to se football, baseball, soccer fields or basketball courts 10/11/2017 2:15 PM

40 Biking 10/11/2017 1:42 PM

41 Athletic facilities 10/11/2017 1:11 PM

42 Bike paths 10/11/2017 12:51 PM

43 More public safety and security at parks/trails 10/11/2017 12:31 PM

44 improve/resolve Amtrak issue 10/11/2017 12:27 PM

45 Don't over invest 10/11/2017 12:17 PM

46 Special events/festivals 10/11/2017 12:09 PM

47 Restrooms at parks 10/11/2017 11:54 AM

48 Better use of the Eton park areas 10/11/2017 10:55 AM

49 Complete Kenning Park Master Plan 10/11/2017 10:30 AM

50 Determine what to do with underused park space...do we need it? 10/11/2017 10:28 AM

51 bike trails 10/11/2017 10:15 AM

52 offer more activities to socialize, at more locations 10/11/2017 10:09 AM

53 programs for people with disabilities 10/11/2017 9:44 AM

54 Offer nature education programs to get kids outside 10/11/2017 9:40 AM

55 Larger dog park/off leash. Current one is too small 10/11/2017 9:35 AM

56 community sponsored fitness-in-the-park type events 10/11/2017 9:29 AM

57 Aging populations 10/11/2017 9:25 AM

58 Reassess/revamp community events to ensure community participation and appropriateness for
both young and established families

10/11/2017 9:25 AM

59 bathrooms 10/11/2017 9:24 AM

60 Nature management-keep the city green 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

61 Off-season sporting at the Golf Courses 10/11/2017 9:15 AM

62 Golf Course 10/11/2017 9:08 AM

63 More trees in parks/more activities in parks 10/11/2017 9:02 AM

64 More walking trails/sidewalks 10/11/2017 8:58 AM

65 Updated Tennis Courts 10/11/2017 8:46 AM

66 Soliciting volunteers to enhance parks 10/11/2017 8:43 AM

67 n/a 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

68 More lighting in parks 10/11/2017 8:40 AM

69 hiking/walking trails 10/11/2017 8:37 AM

70 Additional programs offered 10/11/2017 8:34 AM

71 Adult wellness/exercise 10/11/2017 8:32 AM

72 Continuing Birmingham’s activities 10/11/2017 8:25 AM

73 Maintain enhance summer park entertainment 10/11/2017 8:19 AM
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74 Adult playgrounds (exercise areas like Pitt PA) 10/11/2017 8:08 AM

75 Creating more random pick-up games for the community to meet new people. 10/11/2017 8:03 AM

76 Better adult swim offerings 10/11/2017 7:45 AM

77 See priority 2 10/11/2017 7:44 AM

78 Improve golf courses 10/11/2017 7:43 AM

79 General Prepared Readiness 10/11/2017 7:39 AM

80 Sidewalks where there aren't any (14 mile etc) 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

81 Community Gardens - Organic vegetable gardening 10/11/2017 7:35 AM

82 Composting 10/10/2017 9:36 PM

83 Improving golf courses 10/10/2017 5:40 PM

84 Additional off-road bike trails 10/9/2017 8:25 AM

85 Family fun map of all Birmingham parks...always being asked where the parks are by new families. 10/6/2017 7:15 AM

86 Cooperation/coordination with Birmingham Public Schools 10/6/2017 6:54 AM

87 Sports 10/6/2017 1:01 AM

88 Playgrounds 10/5/2017 9:06 PM

89 Ice arena could use better coordination with local schools / sports teams. 10/5/2017 6:44 PM

90 restrooms 10/5/2017 12:35 PM

91 Make existing team sports facilities in the schools more available for public use in non school use
hours - running tracks, football / lacrosse fields, baseball diamonds etc.

10/5/2017 12:26 PM

92 bicycle - both road & rental availability 10/5/2017 9:55 AM

93 Bathrooms 10/5/2017 9:42 AM

94 More nature education and awareness 10/5/2017 9:23 AM

95 Improved facilities at large parks while maintaining open space. 10/5/2017 9:22 AM

96 Safer walking paths / crosswalks along Woodward 10/4/2017 11:10 PM

97 Preserve green spaces, enhance what is there, obtain more if possible. There are some vacant
lots sitting in key parts of Birmingham that are eye sores that could be turned into park/ nature
focused - 2 at Woodward and Maple and one at Woodward and Oakland

10/4/2017 10:12 PM

98 Indoor flowed and aquarium 10/4/2017 8:55 PM

99 More Trees 10/4/2017 8:44 PM

100 scheduled maintenance adhered to 10/4/2017 3:39 PM

101 maintaining current quality 10/4/2017 3:36 PM

102 natural resource management 10/4/2017 3:34 PM

103 greenspace 10/4/2017 12:36 PM

104 Promote use of golf courses by non-residents. I want to see people on the courses at all times. 10/4/2017 11:07 AM

105 outdoor concerts with wide appeal -- classical, jazz for instance 10/3/2017 11:31 AM

106 Improved playground equipment 10/3/2017 10:39 AM

107 Improve signage along Rouge River trail 10/2/2017 9:18 PM

108 Cooperation with local library 10/2/2017 6:44 PM

109 More nature trails 10/2/2017 3:53 PM

110 Change a tennis court or 2 into a community garden 10/2/2017 3:50 PM

111 Community 10/2/2017 3:49 PM

112 Safety via technology 10/2/2017 3:37 PM
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113 Porta loos for tennis courts 10/2/2017 3:37 PM

114 Communicate events or offerings 10/2/2017 11:56 AM

115 Shaded sitting 9/30/2017 6:37 AM

116 Areas & programs that are senior-friendly & young family-friendly 9/29/2017 10:43 AM

117 Bike routes 9/28/2017 3:20 PM

118 Dog park for small dogs 9/28/2017 1:52 PM

119 Bike trails 9/28/2017 1:29 PM

120 Get more people to participate regularly 9/28/2017 2:59 AM

121 well maintained paths 9/27/2017 4:28 PM

122 dancing for seniors 9/27/2017 4:21 PM

123 Family centered fun 9/27/2017 4:11 PM

124 Technology advancements, interpretive designs, solar lighting 9/27/2017 2:49 PM

125 Offer winter programs 9/27/2017 9:06 AM

126 Sustainability 9/26/2017 12:39 PM

127 bike rentals 9/26/2017 9:53 AM

128 Flowers around the city like in Charlevoix 9/26/2017 7:47 AM

129 promote music in parks including dance, exercise & music talks 9/25/2017 6:12 PM

130 Youth Volleyball, Basketball and Soccer 9/25/2017 3:48 PM

131 Community gardening 9/25/2017 3:39 PM

132 (see #1) 9/25/2017 1:53 PM

133 Teen/adult rec sports teams, especially soccer 9/25/2017 1:28 PM

134 making birmingham area more bike-rider friendly 9/24/2017 8:18 PM

135 Providing access to all 9/24/2017 2:03 PM

136 Bicycle lanes and Dog Park 9/24/2017 1:46 PM

137 sports venues 9/24/2017 8:13 AM

138 Improve appearance and maintenance of "forgotten" green spaces such as Adams Park. 9/23/2017 12:28 PM

139 Designated bike lanes 9/22/2017 1:56 PM

140 maintain existing facilities 9/22/2017 12:13 PM

141 Public swimming/recreation facility 9/21/2017 8:04 PM

142 restrooms for parks 9/21/2017 4:25 PM

143 Improve ice arena 9/21/2017 4:19 PM

144 Lobby to end Dream Cruise 9/21/2017 4:05 PM

145 Multicultural events 9/21/2017 3:54 PM

146 Do not over program parks for youth sports. Kids who don't pay $3,000 a year for soccer deserve
so space too

9/21/2017 3:27 PM

147 Swimming programs 9/21/2017 3:15 PM

148 Cross walk and stop sign enforcement by police 9/21/2017 2:46 PM

149 Adding restroom facilities (and maybe food vending) to some of the larger parks 9/21/2017 1:04 PM

150 Walk-Through or bridge connecting the residences to the businesses on the other side of the RR
tracks. If we can increase the foot traffic, I think the Vehicle traffic could reduce somewhat.

9/21/2017 11:19 AM

151 Playgrounds 9/21/2017 9:38 AM
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152 Updates of existing equipment and buildings 9/21/2017 8:57 AM

153 Expanded dog parks 9/21/2017 7:04 AM

154 restroom buildings at the parks 9/20/2017 9:16 PM

155 Community sports/activities 9/20/2017 7:54 PM

156 Bathrooms at parks 9/20/2017 7:32 PM

157 Lighting 9/20/2017 4:18 PM

158 ? 9/20/2017 3:12 PM

159 Swimming 9/20/2017 7:49 AM

160 Programs for youth 9/19/2017 2:36 PM

161 walking paths 9/18/2017 7:39 PM

162 community grdns w/walking paths & benches w/rotating art displays 9/18/2017 7:20 PM

163 River viewing/sitting areas along the River Rouge trails 9/18/2017 6:24 PM

164 More green, less development 9/17/2017 7:50 PM

165 You can't ride bikes thru town, to much traffic!!! 9/17/2017 12:18 PM

166 Pit was very disappointing that the city was never able to providing a health club at the Barum
location like Troy did.

9/17/2017 7:32 AM

167 Maintaining neighborhood feel to the parks and offer more opportunities to gather for quality
exercise and fitness programs

9/17/2017 6:36 AM

168 Safe Woodward crossing 9/16/2017 7:29 PM

169 Outdoor Winter sports 9/16/2017 4:52 PM

170 Add more children's outdoor programs 9/16/2017 1:36 PM

171 More community gardens, with so many people living on small lots it is difficult to have a garden.
Our children need to understand where food comes from and be encouraged to eat more healthy
food.

9/16/2017 11:20 AM

172 Community gardens 9/16/2017 8:31 AM

173 Better traffic control, less blockades of side streets 9/16/2017 6:38 AM

174 Pocket parks for specific activities - eg volleyball, basketbal, community gardens 9/15/2017 4:44 PM

175 Walking paths inside parks, i e, Poppleton, Pembroke, etc. 9/15/2017 4:29 PM

176 Community Garden 9/15/2017 4:18 PM

177 Sidewalk availability 9/15/2017 4:03 PM

178 bike lanes 9/15/2017 3:27 PM

179 natural walking paths 9/15/2017 3:24 PM

180 don't overdevelop the parks that cost a lot of money 9/15/2017 3:04 PM

181 Continuing Birmingham's excellent festivals and programs. 9/15/2017 2:50 PM

182 Cross walk at Woodward 9/15/2017 2:37 PM

183 Hiking walking paths 9/15/2017 2:21 PM

184 Bike rentals 9/15/2017 1:55 PM

185 Updated play equipment 9/15/2017 11:27 AM

186 Picnic tables near playgrounds 9/15/2017 11:25 AM

187 Updated restrooms at parks 9/15/2017 11:22 AM

188 Trails and paths 9/15/2017 9:44 AM

189 Nature education trails 9/14/2017 9:04 PM
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190 Golf 9/14/2017 8:29 PM

191 Allow kayak rental in Quarten lake 9/14/2017 3:38 PM

192 Bring back the fireworks 9/14/2017 3:18 PM

193 Cultural Center 9/14/2017 3:11 PM
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Q13 Please feel free to leave any additional comments that were not
addressed in the above questions.

Answered: 104 Skipped: 313

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I'm 90 yrs old and live alone. 10/19/2017 12:05 PM

2 My main concern is for visibly enhanced playgrounds. Booth Park is not. Children can easily get
out of sight of their parents. Also please no public restrooms or underground parking, also for
safety reasons.

10/19/2017 11:52 AM

3 Stop allowing green space to be lost ie: along the Rouge River and Old Woodward! 10/19/2017 11:25 AM

4 Landscapes should focus on natural materials and not focus on paving and hardscaping which is
human unfriendly. Provide seating for resting. Water for drinking. I love how the city provides toys
at the local parks. How about some senior walking groups, tennis groups. Ways to foster
community in non competitive ways. Cross generational projects would be wonderful too so
everyone benefits from each other’s strengths.p, such as open air painting classes, tai chi in parks,
etc.

10/15/2017 11:06 PM

5 Eton road is a mess, too much fast traffic, noise, huge trucks 10/15/2017 2:16 PM

6 Kenning park does not need to lose anymore parking spaces. The senior center has already
become an eye sore for us in the neighborhood. Do not touch the parking, do not add that fourth
ball park, and no PARKING on residential streets to service that park!!!!!!!

10/14/2017 7:58 PM

7 Overall I like the plan for Kenning Park, especially bathrooms and a pavilion!! I am not sure we
need that many baseball diamonds or a road to them. One of the things parents enjoy most about
Kenning is that is is tucked back away from the street, different to the other nearby parks. That
allows us to let our children be kids and RUN free, within reason, without helicoptering over them.

10/14/2017 7:01 PM

8 Tennis courts vary in quality. Nets are often not properly maintained and kept at adequate height.
Wind screens should be added. Golf courses should spend more money on maintenance and
upgrades to the courses themselves.

10/14/2017 3:20 PM

9 Kenning Park Master Plan should be revisited. Many of the nearby residents are concerned with
the relocation of any baseball diamonds that would require removal of mature trees & introduce
cars to park along the residential streets to the park's south. Kenning Park should be diversified in
use & have adequate an amount of open space for soccer & other sports besides baseball. Four
baseball diamonds at Kenning Park is excessive. All Birmingham parks that have recreational
space should also be checked for the recreational areas to drain well & be safe from dips or areas
where sprained ankles could occur running across. The portion of land at the northeast corner of
S.Eton & Lincoln should be considered to be re-purposed as an urban Park and gateway for the
Rail District.

10/14/2017 2:48 PM

10 A main reason I live in bham- public space & parks & walking trails. As the density increases, we
need to continue to make sure we provide adequate space. My personal favorite are the walking
trails & would be delighted if we could somehow expand - & I'd be happy to donate to support such
efforts - best part of Bham is that we have both city & nature

10/14/2017 10:14 AM

11 In general, I feel that the parks in Birmingham are under utilized. Other than just maintenance, I
don't think much more needs to be done. We have great parks in our city and I hardly see people
using these services. Poppleton park is huge and empty. People in these neighborhoods can
afford to have all of their equiptment in their homes or in their backyard. instead of focusing on the
parks, It's time to focus on the areas outside the parks: walking trails, bike trails.

10/14/2017 8:03 AM

12 Build park in triangle district 10/14/2017 7:13 AM

13 Kenning park is once again being under attack. It is so close to homes and should be kept for the
neighborhood. Keep the big trees and 4 ball diamonds are enough. We don't want extra people
parking on side streets. And no walking paths. We want to keep our streets safe and quiet.

10/13/2017 5:10 PM

42 / 51

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey



14 Too few parks in Quadrant C above Only one park in that area Kenning we need more parks that
we can walk to other areas have multiple parks and we have only one IT NEED TO BE A
PRIORITY and not as a city wide destination but as a neighborhood destination USE the private
club for more parking and let the members relocate to other tennis clubs

10/12/2017 8:52 PM

15 Some of the parks need more shade, even if that means bringing in artificial shade such as
awnings or umbrellas. For instance we love Barnum park but there needs to be more shade in the
playground area. There is no place to go and get out of the sun. In the summer time we avoid this
park because it is simply too hot and there is no shade. I would also like to see some parks offer
permanent bathroom facilities. I understand this might not be feasible in all parks but some of the
bigger parks with higher usage it would be nice to have that option. Perhaps also maybe one or
two parks with a pavilion or other covered areas that could be rented (like Beverly park in Beverly
Hills).

10/12/2017 10:42 AM

16 Maintenance of Parks should include spraying for weeds and insects (Mosquitos). 10/12/2017 7:15 AM

17 We have 50% less children than we had 40 years ago and 100% more formal park space....most
of which is underutilized (baseball, football, tennis). I would like to see aesthetic improvements to
existing park space rather than expansion of equipment and facilities.

10/11/2017 8:50 PM

18 Improve Barnum Park to draw the level of activity at Booth Park 10/11/2017 3:16 PM

19 The medians on Woodward Ave. Need attention. They are a hodge/podge of shrubs and flowers.
We need to do a better job in this area. Hanging baskets etc. Always look great !!!!!

10/11/2017 2:45 PM

20 Adams Park needs extensive improvement!! 10/11/2017 1:47 PM

21 Please develope Adams park. There are so many young babies and children in the area. A splash
pad would be perfect

10/11/2017 1:13 PM

22 Speeding on Eton and Lincoln 10/11/2017 12:50 PM

23 As far as the existing trails, they should all be connected. 10/11/2017 12:30 PM

24 Adams Park is in need of additional investment to improve the equipment, fencing, trees and
grass.

10/11/2017 12:22 PM

25 Parks are the pride of the city but all of our tax dollars don't need to be untilized to entertain
surrounding communities

10/11/2017 12:18 PM

26 Need more parking in the retail space area of Rail District, near Cole and Eton. The dancing
schools take up most of parking spaces.

10/11/2017 12:12 PM

27 Adams Park has been discussed the last 16 years I have lived here. When will the improvements
be made?

10/11/2017 11:58 AM

28 We should take note from the Grosse Pointe Farms and their community park. We need a nice
swimming pool, splash pad and summer play area.

10/11/2017 10:57 AM

29 I love our parks. I have lived in Birmingham my whole life and appreciate all of our parks,
particularly Manor and Poppleton. I do miss some of the greenspace that was part of Shain Park
since that was changed several years ago, but it is still pretty and I enjoy the fountain and tables in
the summer. I like that we have lots of benches there as well.

10/11/2017 9:51 AM

30 So many parents comment about Booth Park, and we are concerned that it's a hard park to watch
your kids play without being a helicopter mom/dad.

10/11/2017 9:42 AM

31 I believe the number one key to keeping Birmingham a viable, attractive city going forward is to
keep it walkable/bikeable. Traffic continues to increase, and for me personally it has become tough
to cross Maple on foot, and even Oak can be a challenge when it is busy.

10/11/2017 9:17 AM

32 A community garden along with a children's garden might be beneficial to the community 10/11/2017 9:16 AM

33 Overall you are doing a great job with the Parks. As "power user", I could leave a long list of
successes, great job! However, my main critique, or missed opportunity, has to do with
connectivity: It is dangerous to cross from the riverwalk to Quarton Lake waterfall, and impossible
to cross from Linden to Linn Park (thus never used). And with bikes, well the lack of bike lanes is
appalling, there's no other word for it. Painting bike symbols on Lincoln, for example, is an insult
when the cars blithely run you off the road every chance they get.

10/11/2017 9:16 AM

34 Remove and replace the statue of naked lady in Shain Park. Replace with a more family friendly
statue. Would like to see more bistro-style tables in our parks. Add activities in the parks, i.e.,
shuffle board, disc golf, croquet.

10/11/2017 9:06 AM
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35 Birmingham has a great park system, that is one of the things that attracted us to move here. It
would be great if we had some tennis courts with lights though :-)

10/11/2017 8:51 AM

36 Sidewalks are not maintained in the winter. Lack of sidewalk Snow removal by the city makes
walking to town impossible. They frequently pile snow at corners so we can't cross the street.

10/11/2017 8:42 AM

37 I have always been a big proponent of a all year swimming pool for the community. 2-3 golf
courses but not one all year pool / water program.

10/11/2017 8:10 AM

38 Dont overcluter parks, dont ruin green space of parks. 10/11/2017 8:03 AM

39 please get the bikers in a bike lane and have them obey the traffic laws! someone will get killed!
Also please watch the use of drones in the parks!!!

10/11/2017 7:39 AM

40 Live in Beverly Hills yet pay Birmingham taxes. Required to pay a premium for Birmingham
activities

10/11/2017 7:36 AM

41 Please add lighting to Linden Park. It is a great park but when it gets dark early, it is not able to be
enjoyed because of no lighting.

10/11/2017 7:36 AM

42 Do NOT populate our parks with baseball diamonds and increase public parking in our streets with
non-birmingham residents. We appreciate and enjoy the natural state of our Parks.

10/11/2017 7:29 AM

43 My 2 top priorities are the Ice Arena and Poppleton Park. I completed the Ice Arena survey and left
my comments there, so here I will offer comments about Poppleton Park ("the park"). I am in favor
of updating the play structures and bathroom facilities at the park, and opposed to adding parking,
pavilions, and walking paths. The existing play equipment is old, unsightly, and does not meet the
needs of the kids that use it. I suggest a play structure similar to the one at Booth Park. I believe
you could get a group of volunteers from the neighborhood to support the construction, if needed.
Additionally, simple swings, baby swings, and bench swings would be well-used. There is no need
for permanent restroom facilities at the park, but a porta-potty platform with a 3-sided wall would
be much more attractive. There should be 2: one near, but apart, from the play area, and one near
the baseball field and tennis courts. The platform should be big enough for a handicapped-size
porta-potty, ideally with a diaper changing station inside. Of course, these would have to be
checked frequently for proper sanitation. Last winter, I was actively opposed to adding parking at
the park and attended the meeting on the matter. I was glad to see the commission support the
vast neighborhood majority to oppose this idea. I still firmly believe that there is sufficient parking
that causes very few problems on the neighboring streets. Adding parking will jeoparize the local
feel of the park and invite cars and loitering, which would ultimately cause damage to the park, the
neighborhood, and local house values. Permanent picnic pavilions are not needed. The structure
at Springdale is perfect, has access to sufficient parking, and is not utilized at capacity. The open
green space is a beautiful, calming buffer from Woodward and should be preserved. Additional
walking paths are not needed inside the park. There are plenty of sidewalks available and the
maintenance of interior paths would be costly and cumbersome. Thanks for providing the
opportunity to add my opinions.

10/9/2017 8:56 AM

44 I live in Poppleton Park. I'm hoping that new play equipment is enstalled. I think it should all be a
"Birmingham Green" and not a mix of pink, teal and other miss matched structures. I'm also
against paving a wide trail around the perimeter of the park. It would look like a race track. I would
prefer a natural looking path like the one at Quarton Lake.

10/8/2017 10:32 PM

45 You left Rouge Trail off the list of park facilities. 10/6/2017 6:55 AM

46 Our parks need to stay parks. We don't need parking lots to replace our parks. 10/5/2017 9:09 PM

47 There are specialized facilities everywhere for every type of activity. I have lived here my entire life
and have watched the parks try to transform into all sorts of facilities. In my opinion, our residents
are best served by nice, quiet, well maintained parks that might support walking paths but the don't
need to be turned into entertainment venues.

10/5/2017 6:48 PM

48 1 of my favorite parts of Birmingham living - the walking/running trails. I would love to extend the
trails & would be pleased to donate to the extension of the existing trails. Also, with as many parks
as we have - there should be an unleashed dog park that's more like Riverside Park in New York

10/5/2017 9:58 AM

49 I believe the neighbors of Poppleton Park do NOT want that park used any more than it currently
is. They want it to be their own, quiet park. I believe it is vastly underused, and much could be
done. I'd settle for walking paths.

10/5/2017 9:44 AM

50 I would love to see a better use for Adams Park - more playground/recreational use than just
green space.

10/5/2017 9:24 AM

44 / 51

City of Birmingham, MI Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey



51 I am pleased Birmingham continues to place a priority on parks within the city. 10/5/2017 9:24 AM

52 Very good park system. Continue to improve and upgrade them. Some need a little more love. It is
important for a life of a city, usually a under appreciated asset when it actually is critical.

10/4/2017 10:16 PM

53 Love the proposed Kenning Park renovations 10/4/2017 8:45 PM

54 I think the Rec. Department does a great job 10/4/2017 3:37 PM

55 Don't feel compelled to make changes to the P&R system. It's excellent as it is now. The Public
Services staff and the P&R Board are doing very good work, and should be encouraged to
continue doing so. Resist the temptation to over-develop parks. Barnum Park is a fine property
located close to downtown. Most of the huge $10 million cost, however, was just to acquire the
property to preserve it as green space. It's usage was already restricted by deed to be green
space, so this massive outlay did not expand the City's parkland at all.

10/4/2017 11:23 AM

56 please leave kenning park as is - it is a park, do not cut down trees - a walking path would not
keep the neighborhoods quiet, walking the grass is perfectly fine

10/4/2017 7:09 AM

57 Sidewalks that abruptly stop are an issue in quadrant D. This is especially an issue to younger
children who cannot ride their bicycles in the street and, all of a sudden, reach a dead end
sidewalk.

10/2/2017 9:21 PM

58 Poppleton Park is under used. Area homeowners hold it hostage 10/2/2017 8:31 PM

59 I appreciate the ability to purchase an "out of town" dog park pass as my husband and I live in an
apartment at 14 Mile and Telegraph. However, the dog park is closed on Wed. mornings until
noon. As 70 year old dog owners, walking the dog on that day is often dangerous as the weather
conditions change. Could you PLEASE ASK for early morning hours on EVERY DAY? (currently
not available on Wed. am until noon). Thank you.

10/2/2017 4:13 PM

60 This was addressed, but I want to reinforce it........maintenance needs to be consistently better.
There is no point in having a 5 year plan if the parks look shabby.

10/2/2017 3:40 PM

61 Family with two young kids, we feel the city could do a lot better at offering more youth sports
programs (soccer, tee-ball, etc) with more athletic fields AS WELL AS more adult sports programs,
namely adult softball and volleyball leagues.

10/2/2017 3:39 PM

62 additional garbage cans and recycling cans at parks, especially those with sports fields. Leave the
trails along the Rouge natural - don't fix them up. Convert Quarton school tennis courts to
pickleball. Also, find an indoor space for pickleball-not the inadequate facilities of NEXT. Seems
like surrounding communities have much better facilities for seniors then Birmingham does.

9/29/2017 1:57 PM

63 I wish there was a way to prevent dog owners that do not pay for the dog park usage to be denied
access. People hit the emergency button with a stick and gain access before and after hours as
well as those that don't even belong to the dog park.

9/28/2017 7:42 PM

64 Dog park is over run with big dogs; small dogs feel threatened. Just spent 2 weeks in the U.K. and
was reminded of how massive their parks and public gardens are! We could learn from them.

9/28/2017 1:54 PM

65 some questions dont relate to birmingham city question 12 ??? 9/27/2017 4:34 PM

66 Look into the Blue Zones project www.bluezones.com and consider ways in which these principles
can be adopted and considered as plans evolve.

9/27/2017 2:50 PM

67 The playground at Poppleton Park desperately needs to be updated but the last plan which called
for lots of parking on Woodward was unacceptable. Also, a splash pad would be a great addition
to Barnum or another park since Birmingham does not have a community pool.

9/27/2017 9:07 AM

68 I've been an avid Lincoln Hills Dog Park Member for the past two year doing my best to go twice a
day if feasible. I enjoy it and know that my dog likes it there to however I believe there's an
opportunity to make it a great experience for all involved. The park does it justice, but I feel there
needs to be further consideration regarding for the space. For example, it would be fantastic to
provide a permanent dog agility equipment to foster engagement. Also, if you haven't stood there
at 7AM in the dead of winter, it would be beneficial to provide lighting for safety purposes as well
as some time of concrete structure to avoid the wind sheers that happen on top of the hill.

9/26/2017 8:12 PM

69 Safe pedestrian access across Woodward ave. at Oak must be considered. 9/26/2017 2:20 PM
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70 Partnering with the schools, library, bbac, museum, NEXT , Community House, etc is vital.
Avoiding duplicity or calendar conflicts is an important consideration , cost and time wise.
Collaboration is key to successful communities. Aligning with metro area calendar events makes
great cents/sense!

9/25/2017 6:24 PM

71 We love the dog park but it would be great if it were a bigger enclosed area 9/25/2017 3:49 PM

72 It is important to maintain the variety of different types of park space that we offer. It is important to
not over-develop Birmingham. I think it's critical to maintain existing green spaces and keep them
green.

9/24/2017 8:21 PM

73 I feel our park and rec are pretty great and I'd like to see them stay that way. 9/24/2017 1:47 PM

74 The Museum Park has been forgotten. It should be developed as an outdoor historic museum
including walking exhibits and a game/play area.

9/24/2017 8:16 AM

75 A bit off topic but would love to see less noise and traffic impacting residential neighborhoods
during the month of August/run-up to Dream Cruise (the actual day). The weekend of the event is
fun; the entire month of August is wearying.

9/23/2017 12:31 PM

76 Gravel paths in Barnum park make the area hard to maintain and leave it looking sloppy; would be
great to get those paths cemented over. Real restrooms in the major parks would be great too.

9/22/2017 2:01 PM

77 Would love to see a public athletic/swim facility similar to Troy recreation center. Improve
playground at Poppleton Park. Improve playground at Shain Park not enough play equipment and
need more shade.

9/21/2017 8:08 PM

78 Don't pave poppleton with walking trails like Barnum. Keep it green, not cement 9/21/2017 7:42 PM

79 Please provide access to cross Woodward at Oak ASAP to utilize facilities on BOTH sides.
Unacceptable as is.

9/21/2017 6:06 PM

80 Communicate and LISTEN to taxpayers 9/21/2017 4:20 PM

81 The City of Birmihgham should consider annexing that portion of Bloomfield Township that is
adjacent to Manor Park, buying out the developer, GMS Holdling Company, which is currently
trying to develop home sites on this property, and is suing Bloomfleld Township in Federal Court
for not allowing their proposed lot split. The property could then be used to extend the nature
preserve which would be a much more desirable use of the land from the standpoint of residents,
the public, and wildlife.

9/21/2017 4:12 PM

82 I like the new parks, but they feel urban and use too much hard surface and intertwining sidewalks.
Remember that Birmingham's roots are as a farm community. Let keep some open green spaces.
Plus, the world does not need more soccer and baseball fields. Youth sports is ridiculously out of
hand with the scheduling requirements. We can and should have some unscheduled open
spaces. And I have five kids!

9/21/2017 3:30 PM

83 Poppleton Park does not need direct access from Woodward. 9/21/2017 2:48 PM

84 Safety on Eton is huge right now. Other than that, I'd like to have more walking trails connected
within the neighborhood so that I could walk more with my family without worrying about crossing
Eton.

9/21/2017 11:21 AM

85 The parks closer to downtown have become less kid friendly. Not nearly the amount of play
structures are available to meet needs of many kids. We absolutely need restrooms. And why
don't have to leave Bham to go to a park with a simple water feature for kids to cool down in?

9/20/2017 4:20 PM

86 Parks do not have to be playgrounds! We need more trees - not fewer. Untangle parks from
recreation. Just let nature BE.

9/20/2017 7:34 AM

87 Safety of the playground for kids, too many dogs are on the playground without a leash and dog
excrement are in the playground area too (St James Park). Owners ignore the sign " no dogs in
the playground". What about a small fence or wall to show the playground area, a sign playground
cleaning on dog owners expense,....

9/18/2017 10:05 PM

88 PLEASE make Adams Park a priority. There is a need for updates and it is overrun with students
during the day so it's difficult for neighbors to enjoy the park,

9/18/2017 7:50 PM

89 Casual biking in and through town would be great utilizing alleys, cut-thrus between bldings, down
quiet sidestreets and connecting the park system. TOO DANGEROUS ON THE BUSY ROADS!
DISTRACTED DRIVERS ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION.

9/18/2017 7:23 PM

90 Need to address Adams park 9/17/2017 9:32 AM
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91 It is okay to leave some park land undeveloped 9/16/2017 4:53 PM

92 We need more open (natural) spaces like Poppleton Park and move to a bike friendly city. 9/15/2017 10:18 PM

93 Public art in all parks. 9/15/2017 4:45 PM

94 Parks and Rec A+ Maintenance. Pickle ball courts a great idea. Bring back a 2nd Dog Park off
leash. NEXT/Senior ( new ) center needed. Keep Popp Park "underutilized" .

9/15/2017 4:23 PM

95 Was very disappointed that Poppelton Park and Adams Park near Roeper School in Poppelton
that were suppose to be improved and updated never occurred. Adams Park in particular is
probably the worst Park in the city and really needs attention.

9/15/2017 3:49 PM

96 Birmingham parks should be focused on Birmingham residents and neighborhood parks should
focus on serving the needs of the local neighborhood.

9/15/2017 2:23 PM

97 Birmingham is a great city to live in but I feel it's missing out on nightlife like near by cities like
Royal oak, Ferndale. There are no late night music venues or anything for young 25 to 35 age
group. City should let new businesses like nightclubs to open up to attract more people.

9/15/2017 1:58 PM

98 It will be nice to trickle charge my car while parked and I'm at a Birmingham park area 9/15/2017 12:46 PM

99 The addition of a private park for birmingham residents would be great. Similar to Grosse Pointe
where you have park passes. There we could have a splash pad for children, pools, etc.

9/15/2017 12:42 PM

100 Please install a safer slide at Shain Park. Several times, I've seen kids nearly fall out the step
sides (luckily parents have caught). Please have either a staff member get CPSI (Certified
Playground Safety Inspector - National Recreation and Park Association) or hire a contractor that
is CPSI certified. We LOVE the parks in Birmingham, but as our child grows, we see more and
more the need for these spaces to be inspected and maintained in a safe manner. Thanks

9/15/2017 11:27 AM

101 Please meet with residents before making future decisions. 9/15/2017 11:23 AM

102 I work in the City of Birmingham and would like to see more recreational opportunities in the City. 9/15/2017 9:46 AM

103 My kids are older now, but young children's play area always seem to be inadequate and
cramped. Just look at how the kids are shoved in a section of Shain Park.

9/14/2017 8:32 PM

104 Would love if we had Huntington Woods style Rec center, can't we replace one of the golf
courses?

9/14/2017 3:12 PM
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47.31% 123

52.69% 137

Q1 Are you satisfied with the conditions at the City of Birmingham Ice
Arena?

Answered: 260 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 260
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Q2 What do you think could be improved?
Answered: 213 Skipped: 47

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Interior 10/19/2017 9:50 AM

2 Nothing 10/19/2017 9:49 AM

3 The Ice Arena is a gen, and deserving of high priority. 10/18/2017 9:52 AM

4 The actual skating area could be brightened up. 10/18/2017 9:51 AM

5 Concessions stand, activities, ticket desk, open during summer 10/18/2017 9:50 AM

6 1. Second full size ice surface is needed for hockey. 2. Larger lockerrooms 3. Better hvac in rink.
4. Larger proshop that is open during business hours and with variety of equipment for both
hockey and figure skating. 5. Allow credit card purchases in proshop and concessions stand. 6.
Parking lot needs to be expanded. Spaces are too small and driving lane is too small.

10/16/2017 12:26 PM

7 Add an espresso machine and additional coffee options. Offer real cream. 10/15/2017 9:17 PM

8 Hours of free skate 10/15/2017 2:12 PM

9 updated decor, better lighting, install city-mandated lighting/benches etc. like on the rest of Lincoln.
Stop reducing the tax rate and use the money to fund the various dormant park projects instead of
trying to have good optics of small tax breaks - better services and facilities - we have fallen behind

10/15/2017 10:47 AM

10 Locker rooms are too small. Walkways are too narrow going into the locker rooms. There is
always dangerous ice outside the ice rink

10/14/2017 8:02 PM

11 Lobby, there needs to be a game room again! 10/14/2017 8:00 PM

12 Locker rooms 10/14/2017 7:11 PM

13 Locker room facilities are poor, lack of good adult league options, ice sheet itself isn’t regulation
NHL size.

10/14/2017 3:22 PM

14 Building front facade (exterior). Possibly new landscaping 10/14/2017 2:52 PM

15 small locker rooms are always cramped. rink should be open year round. 10/13/2017 11:27 AM

16 Bigger Locker Rooms, Pro Shop that is open all the time. 10/13/2017 10:54 AM

17 The city could use another sheet of ice (200x85) which it will be able to fill from Sept through May
with Birmingham teams (my son and daughter are both involved). Keep one sheet open in the
summer and rent out for camps, private hockey and figure skating.

10/13/2017 8:08 AM

18 Larger locker rooms 10/13/2017 4:03 AM

19 The locker room space is very tight. Trying to get several mini mite 6-7 year olds in and out,using
the conference rooms and lobby as overflow "locker room" changing areas is quite congested and
confusing. The vending stand could also use updating and a better selection of foods and
beverages.

10/12/2017 9:08 PM

20 Locker room bathrooms need some renovation. 10/12/2017 6:50 PM

21 Updated locker rooms; another ice surface; open year-round 10/12/2017 2:30 PM

22 Locker Room Space/More stands for fans 10/12/2017 1:29 PM

23 Larger locker rooms are needed. In addition the locker rooms and restrooms need to be updated
to modern day standards.

10/12/2017 1:19 PM

24 Bigger locker rooms Another ice pad 10/12/2017 12:32 PM

25 Locker rooms and fix the glass on the door. 10/12/2017 12:25 PM

26 LOCKER ROOM SPACE, LOCKER ROOM SPACE, LOCKER ROOM SPACE 10/12/2017 12:11 PM

27 Seating areas and bathrooms 10/12/2017 7:29 AM
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28 Dressing rooms 10/12/2017 7:04 AM

29 top quality ice surface and wider access doors 10/11/2017 4:16 PM

30 Locker rooms are small and not capable of handle a hockey team of 14-16 kids adequately. 10/11/2017 2:13 PM

31 Sitting area 10/11/2017 12:54 PM

32 Entry way and off-ice/recreation facilities. 10/11/2017 12:09 PM

33 Many thought the temperature was too cold during the Adult Skate. 10/11/2017 11:34 AM

34 I would love to take an adult figure skating class. 10/11/2017 11:17 AM

35 Locker rooms, waiting area, snack bar. 10/11/2017 11:13 AM

36 2 full sheets of ice 10/11/2017 10:59 AM

37 Major remodel. 10/11/2017 10:57 AM

38 n/a 10/11/2017 10:53 AM

39 N/a 10/11/2017 9:57 AM

40 Stay open in the summer 10/11/2017 9:19 AM

41 More activities for the public, open ice, etc. 10/11/2017 9:18 AM

42 Seating area for people watching activities in main rink. 10/11/2017 8:12 AM

43 The facility is very old and tired. Doesn't reflect what Birmingham has to offer. 10/11/2017 7:29 AM

44 Locker rooms and they need an off-ice training area. 10/11/2017 12:26 AM

45 Use of building during off ice time could be used to host special events, mom2mom sales, etc. 10/10/2017 4:32 PM

46 As a parent of a former Birmingham Unified, I can't express more strongly how nice new locker
rooms would be for our players. I am thrilled that the team has home ice now, rather than having
to hurry to drive to Troy right after school. BU had a great team last year, and I would've loved to
see the Birmingham community support us more!

10/10/2017 3:00 PM

47 Address constant ice build up outside the rink boards. Upgrade concessions system to accept
credit/debit cards.

10/10/2017 1:24 PM

48 A net up to protect ALL of the spectators! 10/9/2017 4:40 PM

49 Locker room size 10/9/2017 3:21 PM

50 Bigger locker rooms and none curfew arena 10/8/2017 10:06 AM

51 Locker room size, rink could be colder 10/7/2017 4:25 PM

52 Locker room sizes and number of locker rooms. More ice time (another rink) 10/7/2017 11:25 AM

53 We've been skating in Birmingham for 7 years, but for the first time the ice is not in good shape.
But now, when the figure skaters use the ice after a high school hockey practice the ice is rough.
The resurface job on those days is not sufficient. Your ice has always been fabulous for figure
skaters, I am disappointed that that has not been the case this year. And, it is my understanding
that hockey will begin practicing every day prior to the club ice for figure skating. This could be a
real problem for our skaters. I would hope that more time can be dedicated to the resurface so that
our skaters can learn in proper conditions. Thank you.

10/6/2017 12:18 PM

54 Various updates to outdated site furnishings and rooms 10/5/2017 12:38 PM
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55 Overall, the rink is beautifully maintained, modern, and clean. The staff is very professional and
friendly. The only issue is the size of the locker rooms. We have 2 sons that have played for the
Birmingham Unified Hockey team and we are very happy that the team can now hold all of its
practices and games at our home arena. However, with 20 "big boys" on each team (JV and
Varsity), there just isn't enough room in the existing locker rooms for them to dress, especially for
games. I fully support adding a new locker room in the existing, little used storage space. This
would be an asset to the City as well, as it creates a more valuable venue for visiting teams for
tournaments. Plus, you have a very active partnership with the BU Booster Board who will help
offset actual costs to the City. This is a very unique opportunity to add value to a City asset with
little cost to the taxpayers! I also play on an independent women's hockey team and I can tell you
that it is very difficult to find open ice for many teams. With the closing of the Berkley Ice Arena,
there is an opportunity to add another sheet of ice (as has been discussed for years!). A cost study
would probably show that another sheet would likely be fully booked as soon as it came available.
It would also create more available time for open skate and open hockey for all the residents.
There are not many open hours for the general public right now. I think this should be prioritized
over other park improvements because it will actually generate revenue for the City, as well as
becoming more of a gem for the City and Parks Department. The Ice Arena will only become more
visible in the coming years with the continued development of the Rail District. Thanks for
considering my opinions.

10/5/2017 6:49 AM

56 Locker rooms need to be improved 10/4/2017 6:05 PM

57 open summers 10/4/2017 3:41 PM

58 hockey locker rooms 10/4/2017 3:41 PM

59 Locker rooms are awful. Our kids deserve better, particularly as th BU hockey team has risen in
stature and prestige and is attracting more attention to our community. We can do better!

10/4/2017 6:49 AM

60 Locker rooms are tiny, the lobby is brutal, take out the half ice rink and make it a conditioning
room or expand it to a 2nd sheet of full ice. Really the rink could double its size if it went up. A 2nd
floor and make it like Orchard Lake. Also New lights and a new scoreboard

10/3/2017 8:38 PM

61 Locker Room conditions are small, cramped and outdated. BU Hockey brings such pride to the
area and the arena.

10/3/2017 1:22 PM

62 Mostly I'm satisfied, just think the locker room sizes are tool small and hinder the facility from
being on par with the best rinks in our area.

10/3/2017 11:26 AM

63 Locker rooms are too small, rink is dirty. 10/3/2017 8:28 AM

64 The locker rooms. 10/3/2017 6:01 AM

65 Better bathrooms and lockers, special room for mothers of infants, lockers for families,
places/hooks for ladies' purses in the restrooms.

10/2/2017 10:53 PM

66 Everything 10/2/2017 9:23 PM

67 We need a larger locker room For the BU hockey team 10/2/2017 8:45 PM

68 The locker rooms 10/2/2017 8:22 PM

69 Locker Room Size, especially for the Birmingham Unifified Hockey Team 10/2/2017 7:46 PM

70 There should be a locker room for the Birmingham High School Team. 10/2/2017 7:02 PM

71 Locker rooms and lobby. 10/2/2017 6:59 PM

72 Add an additional sheet of ice 10/2/2017 5:28 PM

73 I think a locker room for the Birmingham Unified Hockey would be a great contribution to the
program and will improve the future of hockey for the Ice Arena.

10/2/2017 5:28 PM

74 Locker Rooms need to be updated. Improve the size for older kids and adults. The ice is usually in
good shape.

10/2/2017 5:24 PM

75 Inadequate locker room size. Ice quality needs improvements. Would be beneficial to have our
High School hockey teams have a quality local ice rink to support them.

10/2/2017 4:28 PM

76 the high school team needs a big lovker room with everyones own spot in it 10/2/2017 4:15 PM
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77 -Dedicated locker room for BU hockey team -Larger locker rooms -Pro shop open during normal
business hours...there aren't too many places that sharpen skates -Bring back the arcade! I grew
up playing hockey at Birmingham and played for the Birmingham Rangers travel team and 3 years
on BU's varsity hockey team. I love the rink, and think it should be BU's home barn! Much love!

10/2/2017 3:32 PM

78 Locker rooms are too small, benches too low, and could use general update. It's also super
obnoxious to have to walk around the support beams with a hockey bag when going to your locker
room.

10/2/2017 3:31 PM

79 The locker rooms need to be much larger for hockey teams. There should also be a separate
locker room for the BU varsity team. For safety reasons, you should consider moving the Zamboni
garage to the far end of the rink.

10/2/2017 2:36 PM

80 Larger locker room for BU high school hockey. 10/2/2017 2:11 PM

81 I have been to just about every rink in Michigan. Birmingham probably has the best sheet of ice,
but the locker rooms are small and outdated. The BU hockey program has really helped my kids
build team spirit, and the program brings pride to the area. But the locker rooms are sadly
inadequate.

10/2/2017 2:00 PM

82 The High school locker is too small for the team 10/2/2017 1:48 PM

83 The entire facility. It is an embarrassment that an affluent city like Birmingham has such an
outdated rink.

10/2/2017 1:31 PM

84 Locker room for the local public high schools hockey team (BU program) 10/2/2017 1:26 PM

85 The locker rooms need to be larger. I also think there is an opportunity to add a 2nd sheet of ice,
which would be nice. I'd also like to see a priority on repairs, there is a broken piece of glass that's
not been replaced in some time. I would think 1 - 2 weeks would be long enough to replace a
piece of glass.

10/2/2017 1:14 PM

86 Locker Rooms are too small and No space behind benches and wall to walk. 10/2/2017 1:03 PM

87 Size of the locker rooms 10/2/2017 12:53 PM

88 Locker room size for highschool team 10/2/2017 12:52 PM

89 Restrooms, snack bar, game room 10/2/2017 12:27 PM

90 Locker rooms are way too small for hockey teams. Not enough room to walk between the bench &
the locker room. Have an established store inside the arena (hockey supplies, ice skating
supplies, skate sharpening, etc).

10/2/2017 11:21 AM

91 Bigger locker rooms! 10/2/2017 11:14 AM

92 There isn't any location for our hockey players BIrmingham Unified Hockey players to change. It's
inappropriate for them to change in a conference room.

10/2/2017 11:05 AM

93 locker rooms need to be improved; the high school hockey team for Birmingham needs its own
locker room

10/2/2017 10:47 AM

94 Add a Birmingham Unified hockey licker room. 10/2/2017 10:45 AM

95 It would be great for the Birmingham Unified team to get their own locker room. As a former player,
the locker room is our second home and I believe the team and staff would take great pride in
maintaining the facilities.

10/2/2017 10:43 AM

96 Locker rooms need to be updated and larger, better ice, needs to look like what we would want for
BIRMINGHAM standards.

10/2/2017 10:35 AM

97 Bigger locker rooms. More ice available for hockey. 10/2/2017 10:33 AM

98 The locker rooms are far too small. The locker rooms should be renovated to provide high school
hockey teams the space and facilities they need to be competitive on the ice. Each room should fit
a full team and include shelves and storage under the benches.

10/2/2017 10:30 AM

99 Love the rink it provides a great sense of community. Wish the locker rooms were bigger and that
we had 2 sheets of ice

10/2/2017 10:15 AM

100 Locker Rooms (too small) and Lobby(dingy) 10/2/2017 10:11 AM
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101 The rink itself is OK but there are many changes that should/could be made - 1) Ideally, there
should be a full second rink, not the small useless side ice 2) The locker rooms are entirely too
small. It is hard to have 15 kids in there, let along 15 teenagers or adults. 3) The school programs
should have dedicated space there - locker rooms and other facilities

10/2/2017 10:01 AM

102 Locker rooms and lobby 10/2/2017 9:57 AM

103 Locker room size. Improvements to concessions area. 10/2/2017 9:53 AM

104 Locker rooms too small, especially for older kids like BU Kings hockey players. Need to have a
skilled, full time, skate shop for sharpening.

10/2/2017 9:47 AM

105 Birmingham Unified needs a locker room 10/2/2017 9:46 AM

106 The locker rooms are way to small, the bathroom & shower area also way to small. The lighting is
not good.

10/2/2017 9:44 AM

107 For hockey fans, the arena is OUTSTANDING. I think it could be improved for the hockey players.
The locker rooms are too small. It would be great to see those expanded. Off-ice work out facility
would be awesome, too.

10/2/2017 9:42 AM

108 Locker rooms are very very small. The high school team has to dress in the conference room in
the lobby and teams with older player require two locker rooms.

10/2/2017 9:31 AM

109 locker rooms 10/2/2017 9:17 AM

110 Bigger locker rooms 10/2/2017 9:12 AM

111 The locker room sizes are very small. 10/2/2017 9:05 AM

112 Nothing 10/2/2017 8:58 AM

113 Locker rooms need to be updated. 10/2/2017 8:58 AM

114 Locker rooms are tiny and difficult to utilize for injury evaluation and/or injury care 10/2/2017 8:55 AM

115 The locker rooms are way too small for a hockey team. 10/2/2017 8:52 AM

116 Locker rooms are too small; hallway behind benches/locker room too small. Studio rink, while
nice, should be considered to expand into another full sheet of ice. Proper pro shop should be
built.

10/2/2017 8:51 AM

117 The locker rooms 10/2/2017 8:36 AM

118 The locker rooms. 10/2/2017 8:35 AM

119 Need more room in the walkway to the locker rooms. The metal posts / structures make it very
difficult to get through with hockey bags in tow.

10/2/2017 8:29 AM

120 Locker room size 10/2/2017 8:27 AM

121 Locker rooms are too small. It would be great to add a second surface, possibly add on and make
the small rink a full size sheet.

10/2/2017 8:26 AM

122 Seating and especially the locker rooms. My sons have played there both for BU and travel teams. 10/2/2017 8:21 AM

123 size of the locker rooms 10/2/2017 8:19 AM

124 Locker room size 10/2/2017 8:19 AM

125 Locker rooms and seating in stands. 10/2/2017 8:18 AM

126 Bigger lockerooms, better accommodations for our Highschool hockey team. I was a member of
the first Birmingham high school team over 20 years ago and have seen no improvements over
the years to our facilities.

10/2/2017 8:16 AM

127 Larger locker rooms 10/2/2017 8:16 AM

128 A second rink and a pro shop is needed. 10/2/2017 8:14 AM

129 The building. ESPECIALLY locker rooms. 10/2/2017 8:13 AM

130 Locker rooms need to be updated and expanded. Also should have another full sheet of ice. 10/2/2017 8:13 AM

131 I would recommend better food and nicer amenities 10/2/2017 8:13 AM
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132 The player locker rooms are too small and need to be bigger. Birmingham has some of the best
ice, boards, glass, etc. But the locker rooms are way too small. Also, I am a referee. I cannot
believe Brimingham does not have a locker room for officials. It is kind of weird getting
dressed/undressed basically down to nothing, or even showering while an ice arena employee is
eating chicken fingers in the same room.

10/2/2017 8:11 AM

133 1) Bathrooms and locker rooms. Both the bathrooms, and locker rooms, should have mothers' rest
areas where they can nurse. Stalls should have hooks for purses. There should be changing
stations. 2) There should be more, and accessible, lockers to put your stuff away. 3) Arena should
install full netting to prevent stray-pucks hitting spectators, I have seen a couple of incidents that
could have been tragic. 4) You should include a small dance studio space so moms/siblings can
take Zumba or other dance class. 5) You should offer free city Wi-Fi so kids can do their
homework at the rink 6) The Rink is a *GREAT* resource for our community and the staff there do
a *GREAT* job. 7) As part of the re-launch, B'ham/BU should offer no-cost/low-cost hockey
lessons to underprivilege youth from Oakland County. We are blessed with so much, we need to
give back. The Varsity BU Players could run these clinics and it could be their community service.
7. Thank you for this opportunity to provide input to the planning process. 8. Increased rates ... of
what? BU hockey fees? Open skate fees? Lessons?

10/2/2017 8:11 AM

134 The locker rooms maybe fit 10 full sized men. 10/2/2017 8:07 AM

135 Larger lorckerrooms, cleaner showers 10/2/2017 8:06 AM

136 The locker room size is pitiful and could only be suitable for mini-mites. The worst part is that I
have played at this rink my whole life and now I am on BU Varsity and the rink feels like a sauna
when you skate on it. The heaters are on and it makes you sweat even if you arnt skating. This is
something we can all deal with but when the heaters are turned on it makes the ice soft and
terrrible to skate on. This is why beofre every game we have to tell staff to turn the heaters off.
Which makes us wonder why not always have them off when they are affecting ice the way It
does.

10/2/2017 8:05 AM

137 New locker room and lower temperature in Arena 10/2/2017 8:05 AM

138 The locker rooms are far to small to host travel teams, high school teams, etc. 10/2/2017 8:05 AM

139 A locker room for Birmingham Unified 10/2/2017 8:03 AM

140 Locker rooms size 9/29/2017 10:16 AM

141 Locker rooms made larger, improved waiting area, full size second rink 9/29/2017 5:21 AM

142 Locker Rooms Second sheet of ice (enlarge studio to full sheet) 9/28/2017 2:02 PM

143 Bigger locker rooms would be nice. Also, the walk way behind the benches is very narrow when
carrying a hockey bag.

9/28/2017 12:23 PM

144 Heating system, it is often hot in the arena. Locker rooms need to be bigger. 9/28/2017 11:49 AM

145 1. HVAC always blowing hot air on ice 2. Locker rooms missing multiple clothes pegs 9/28/2017 11:47 AM

146 More convenient access to locker rooms. 9/28/2017 11:16 AM

147 During ice hockey games the temperature is way too hot the passageway behind the benches into
the locker room or a safety hazard where the steel girders can be run into inadvertently causing
major injury we need a water bottle holder place on the benches behind the boards the locker
rooms are too small the glass at the north and seems to shatter with high frequency

9/28/2017 10:55 AM

148 The locker rooms could be larger. 9/28/2017 10:53 AM

149 Larger locker rooms 9/28/2017 10:50 AM

150 Stay open year round 9/28/2017 10:29 AM

151 The space between the boards and the locker room wall is not enough to allow passage in and out
of the locker room corridor. The locker rooms themselves are way too small.

9/28/2017 10:21 AM

152 Ice is ok, locker rooms are too small, always too warm in rink, showers need update. 9/28/2017 10:20 AM

153 Repair glass at north end of large rink. Need larger locker rooms. 9/28/2017 10:01 AM

154 Larger locker rooms Another full sheet of ice More clearance for pedestrian traffic to and from the
locker rooms (Vertical Structural Beams)

9/28/2017 9:48 AM

155 The locker rooms are quite small and worn down. 9/28/2017 8:32 AM
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156 n/a 9/28/2017 8:26 AM

157 Larger locker rooms, improved pro-shop, replace broken rink glass, off-ice training room 9/28/2017 8:02 AM

158 The locker rooms could use some upgrading 9/28/2017 6:20 AM

159 It is too cramped on the locker room side of the ice. The walkway to the locker rooms is far too
narrow for dozens of kids carrying or wearing hockey gear to get to the locker rooms, and then the
locker rooms are too small for a whole squad to dress.

9/27/2017 11:57 PM

160 locker rooms are vey small and need to be updated. the ice conditions seem to deteriorate very
fast during an hour skate.

9/27/2017 7:22 PM

161 The locker rooms get so crowded at times that it is impossible to find a spot to change. 9/27/2017 7:05 PM

162 The metal floor at the base of the bleachers is very noisy (kids are constantly running back and
forth on it) - different floor material? More space/privacy in locker rooms.

9/27/2017 5:27 PM

163 Larger locker rooms 9/27/2017 4:55 PM

164 Lockers rooms should be larger 9/27/2017 4:36 PM

165 While the rink is clean and well kept, I think the locker rooms are way too small. A real mirror in
the bathroom seems like an easy upgrade. With the level of hockey and figure skating interest in
the area, the city would be smart to look into adding a second full sheet of ice if they are doing any
major improvements. Unlike outdoor parks, the rink could get revenue from the addition of another
sheet of ice.

9/27/2017 4:24 PM

166 Ideally, we would have a full second sheet of ice, but at the least it should update the common
areas and amenities now common at other suburban rinks.

9/27/2017 4:18 PM

167 Size of locker rooms, better ventilation in these rooms. 9/27/2017 4:15 PM

168 Walkway btwn rink and locker rooms 9/27/2017 4:11 PM

169 Screen for locker assignments and schedule of events (digital) 9/27/2017 4:09 PM

170 Larger locker rooms, pro shop 9/27/2017 4:02 PM

171 The space between the rink and the dressing room wall. Tight to pass thru. 9/27/2017 3:53 PM

172 Locker rooms...cleaned up and enlarged. There is not enough room to fit one hockey team. 9/27/2017 3:52 PM

173 Locker Rooms 9/27/2017 3:51 PM

174 Locker room/bathroom updates, improved snack shop offerings 9/27/2017 3:48 PM

175 Locker Room; Visiting Facilities (television, arcade, etc.) 9/27/2017 3:48 PM

176 It needs a face lift 9/27/2017 3:45 PM

177 Larger locker rooms with improvement in privacy for bathrooms and shower area. Perhaps female
only changing facility.

9/27/2017 3:39 PM

178 Locker room size, pro shop 9/27/2017 3:34 PM

179 Walkway between ice & lockers way too narrow 9/27/2017 3:32 PM

180 Skate sharpening and better restaurant 9/27/2017 3:30 PM

181 Lockers rooms are so small 9/27/2017 3:22 PM

182 Locker rooms 9/27/2017 3:21 PM

183 locker rooms and common area where snack bar and tables are located 9/27/2017 3:20 PM

184 The rink is very old. Ice is great but the lockers are way too small. We have a huge hockey
program that has out grown the facilities.

9/27/2017 3:10 PM

185 Build another rink, leverage areas currently not being used for a pro/skate shop. Facilities are
clean and neat, but can be so much more for the community.

9/27/2017 1:48 PM

186 More and bigger locker rooms 9/27/2017 1:42 PM

187 We just use the arena for Open Skate and we enjoy the time that we spend there. 9/27/2017 9:08 AM

188 Heaters in the spectator section of the rink. 9/27/2017 8:47 AM
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189 Larger locker rooms 9/27/2017 7:33 AM

190 Locker rooms need to be larger 9/27/2017 7:00 AM

191 Locker rooms are too small 9/27/2017 5:53 AM

192 The locker rooms are a bit small and crowded. It would be nice to have another rink. 9/27/2017 4:53 AM

193 Locker room size or adding additional locker rooms under the stands or in place of unused stands. 9/26/2017 9:19 PM

194 Disclaimer: We are not responsible for any financial loss, data loss, downgrade in search engine
rankings, missed customers, undeliverable email or any other damages that you may suffer upon
the expiration of www.surveymonkey.com. For more information please refer to section 17.c.1a of
our User Agreement. This is your final notice to renew www.surveymonkey.com:
https://domainwebup.com/?n=www.surveymonkey.com&r=c In the event that
www.surveymonkey.com expires, we reserve the right to offer your listing to competing businesses
in the same niche and region after 3 business days on an auction basis. This is the final
communication that we are required to send out regarding the expiration of
www.surveymonkey.com Secure Online Payment: https://domainwebup.com/?
n=www.surveymonkey.com&r=c All services will be automatically restored on
www.surveymonkey.com if payment is received in full before expiration. Thank you for your
cooperation.

9/26/2017 4:17 PM

195 Year round rentals and usage for events, like other communities do. 9/25/2017 5:57 PM

196 Need to add another sheet 9/24/2017 7:50 PM

197 I'd like to see it open all year. 9/23/2017 7:46 AM

198 Need to up-date the mechanical system. Should construct another full size sheet of ice, there
need to be 2 full rinks. The building needs a full renovation, its old and tired. Birmingham is not
competitive with other cities around us, our venue is old and antiquated. The arena needs to be
open year round!!! Almost all support goes to hockey, the figure skaters are not supported.
Birmingham needs to SUPPORT GIRLS SPORTS not just boys hockey!!!!!!!!!!!

9/21/2017 8:33 PM

199 All year round ice rink. This would allow for skating and hockey camps throughout the summer.
Updated restrooms with actual mirrors. Healthier food in the concession stand.

9/21/2017 8:09 PM

200 Overall the Birmingham rink is sub-par to most every rink in the tri-county area. Only one full sheet
of ice, many times the quality of the ice is poor due to inadequate cooling, the rink closes during
the summer causing skaters to seek other clubs. Our figure skating club loses members regularly
due to these things. I am also concerned by the city's bias toward supporting hockey over figure
skating in this rink. If we had an improved facility we would be able to grow this girls sport
significantly--and shouldn't a city as progressive and affluent as Birmingham be nurturing girls
sports as much as they do boys sports?

9/21/2017 8:08 PM

201 Adult skate on weekends Over 40 adult hockey league Give priority to Birmingham residents 9/21/2017 7:36 PM

202 The quality of the ice has been poor this season (I realize it is early and they are working on fixes)
and the price of figure skating ice compared to surrounding rinks is very high.

9/21/2017 12:39 PM

203 Ice year round 9/21/2017 12:30 PM

204 Ice condition, size of locker rooms, addition of a second full-sized sheet of ice 9/21/2017 12:01 PM

205 (1)The City has is in need of a master plan / strategy for ice programs (hockey, LTS, FS, Ice
show). Each unit has its own goals which sometimes conflict. On occasion conflicts of interests are
evident and seemingly encouraged. Independent contractors should have additional oversight by
City as they are operating on City's behalf. (2) Most local arenas have a min of 2 rinks and are
available year round. Many have 3-4. Lack of capacity is causing the City to be uncompetitive w
other rinks, and results in prioritizing ice times towards higher revenue sports. As a result, natural
selection towards male dominated sports (ie hockey) is being promoted by the City. 3. Ice arena is
seemingly outdated. Failing facilities and equipment causing unsafe ice conditions and limited
offerings. No ice in the summer encourages Birmingham community to seek availability elsewhere
for year round solutions. Arena is losing skaters.

9/21/2017 11:30 AM

206 Lockers rooms are way too small. 9/20/2017 7:22 PM

207 Overall safety conditions and optimal temperature to reduce condensation and eliminate
water/puddles just outside the rink. I understand the weather has been unusually warm, but
perhaps better planning/anticipation can be done to avoid delay in ice time, which has happened
twice in the last two weeks.

9/19/2017 9:04 PM
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208 Year round ice 9/19/2017 4:14 PM

209 Better ice conditions, an additional rink id needed 9/19/2017 12:35 PM

210 Quality of ice conditions. Consider expanding ice arena to include another full sheet of ice instead
of the studio rink. More ice time is needed to accommodate the demands of hockey
teams/tournaments and figure skating.

9/19/2017 11:02 AM

211 The ice arena has had alot of "back room" issues over the past few years. I am not familiar with
the terminology however I know the systems are not functioning properly. This puts a great deal of
stress on the staff at the rink who work hard to keep things running. The whole system should be
examined for maintenance.

9/19/2017 10:18 AM

212 Should be open during summer. It's embarrassing that it isn't. 9/15/2017 11:15 AM

213 Do not use. 9/14/2017 3:13 PM
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58.69% 152

7.34% 19

25.87% 67

8.11% 21

Q3 How should the City of Birmingham prioritize improvements to the Ice
Arena?

Answered: 259 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 259
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other park...

Less than
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other park...
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Opinion
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The same as other park improvements
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24.32% 63

13.51% 35

20.46% 53

Q4 Would you be willing to pay increased rates for these improvements?
(NOTE: This will not translate into direct increases in fees. The City is

gaging users’ level of interest to determine if improvements are
appropriate).
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Q5 Do you currently live in the City of Birmingham?
Answered: 259 Skipped: 1
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92.59% 300

7.41% 24

Q1 Are you satisfied with the conditions at the City of Birmingham Golf
Courses?

Answered: 324 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 324
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Q2 What do you think could be improved?
Answered: 200 Skipped: 124

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Looks great. Maybe increase practice area. 10/18/2017 9:40 AM

2 Lincoln Hills could use hole makeovers as each Springdale hole is unique - scenery, character.
Lincoln Hills is just back and forth.

10/15/2017 3:08 PM

3 Better grade of sand in the bunkers 10/14/2017 3:37 PM

4 Bunkers, greens, tee boxes, general course maintenance. 10/14/2017 3:21 PM

5 I don't regard these as 'improvements' so much as restoring basic requirements: ball washers at
tee boxes where missing(e.g. LH 5), restore benches at no 1 tees, restore rangering to police
bottleneck play and non-golfer groups.

10/14/2017 6:26 AM

6 Sand traps softer sand 10/13/2017 9:00 PM

7 At Lincoln Hills, improve the path leading down to the tee box. 10/13/2017 9:39 AM

8 Not sure. Courses are excellent right now. 10/12/2017 12:30 PM

9 remove dead and dying trees 10/12/2017 11:04 AM

10 Greens (Lincoln Hills) should be tested by MSU to evaluate substrate condition. Root structure
appears stunted which requires more water to maintain grass health. Par 3 holes should ALL have
divot repair sand available on the tee box....ALL the time. When you improve conditions, play
increases and lowers the need to raise prices.

10/11/2017 8:36 PM

11 Would be nice if we had an 18 hole course! 10/11/2017 5:48 PM

12 extend springdale while weather is decent-50 degrees. 10/11/2017 5:45 PM

13 better cutting and edging so the courses look polished 10/11/2017 4:22 PM

14 one or two benches at each tee 10/11/2017 3:41 PM

15 Staff members need to be more cognizant of golfers' behavior. Courses are too overcrowded. 10/11/2017 12:34 PM

16 Maybe have a roving refreshment/food cart 10/11/2017 12:33 PM

17 Supervision of young golfers regarding pace of play. 10/11/2017 11:55 AM

18 Plant a few more trees. 10/11/2017 11:40 AM

19 Clubhouse area and better maintenance of course. 10/11/2017 11:14 AM

20 Upgrades to the golf courses and better management. 10/11/2017 10:58 AM

21 The municipal golf courses are beautiful and should offer equal benefits to the tax payers of
Birmingham who subsidize them. Currently golf courses mainly benefit the select few who enjoy
golf, while relegation the rest of us to smaller unkempt parks. Tax payers should be granted equal
access / opportunity to this land for recreation. The dog park in Lincoln is sad and would serve
more people if improved. The broader community of runners hikers dog owners would love access
to the land during defined days / times. Read: https://www.michigancapitolconfidential.com/22570
listen to: https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/06/22/opinion/tax-inequality-malcolm-gladwell.html

10/11/2017 10:57 AM

22 A ranger that monitors peoples play speeds. 10/11/2017 10:52 AM

23 Tee times are too close together 10/11/2017 10:29 AM

24 Shorter rough which would speed play. Courses are in good shape though. 10/11/2017 10:20 AM

25 More affordable prices 10/11/2017 9:55 AM

26 I'm not certain on the budget, but I believe it is key that the golf courses are self sustaining or
contribute to the rest of the recreation system.

10/11/2017 9:20 AM
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27 At times general maintenance (traps, greens, fairways) could be better - maybe rake bunkers at
end of day so prior to open only need to care for greens (we are an early morning group).
Birmingham public golf courses are a jewel!

10/11/2017 9:07 AM

28 Move bench on 7 Lincoln Hills closer to back tees. Greater encouragement for faster play and divot
fixing on greens. Get Oakland Hills North course back.

10/11/2017 8:28 AM

29 Turn #9 at Springdale back into a par 5 10/11/2017 8:11 AM

30 Unsure 10/10/2017 5:41 PM

31 #7 Lincoln Hills- 3 each in bad place, greater emphasis on: 1) avoiding slow play 2)fixing
divots/course maintenance

10/9/2017 1:20 PM

32 Ready golf instruction, new ball washers and change water, some benches, invest in roller for
greens

10/9/2017 1:19 PM

33 Springdale was in the worst condition i have seen in 25 years...sand traps were horrible / rarely
ranked, had exposed erosion, standing water & hard pan. I assume greens were not watered
adequately all season - approach shots would actually bounce high in the air, yet you needed a
sledge hammer to move a putt 20'. green surfaces were not uniform - bumpy & scruffy. Sometimes
the pin placement was 6' from the edge of green. I must say that the clubhouse staff at Springdale
are outstanding - always cheerful & helpful. The problem is course maintenance. My guess is very
little thought, time & money was spent on Springdale this season. Very VERY dissapointing since
this is an awesome little 9 hole course - short but challeging with a nice mix of risk / reward.
Seems as though the course has gone downhill since non-residents have gained access - people
just are not respecting the tee boxes and greens - every week i found myself repairing no less
than 4 or 5 ball marks ON EVERY GREEN. Pathetic.

10/7/2017 7:23 PM

34 You can always improve the golf course conditions, but that would require more workers. The
people you have to keep the courses in good condition are very good and I am reasonably
satisfied with the condition of the courses.

10/6/2017 3:41 PM

35 The greens because they have lots of ball marks. 10/6/2017 10:50 AM

36 Springdale is the lesser of the 2. Slower greens and worse grass move me away from Springdale
and draw me towards Lincoln Hills.

10/6/2017 10:20 AM

37 Seems the courses could use more watering 10/6/2017 8:59 AM

38 Jackie does a great job! add a drinking fountain 10/4/2017 3:59 PM

39 tee condition, program to direct players to repair ball devits on grees 10/4/2017 3:59 PM

40 rail on #1 hole 10/4/2017 3:58 PM

41 sand traps 10/4/2017 3:57 PM

42 faster greens 10/4/2017 3:57 PM

43 the cart path on the first tee is too steep. Change it to wrap around more so that it is less steep 10/4/2017 3:56 PM

44 better sand- no leaves 10/4/2017 3:55 PM

45 sometimes the bunkers need work 10/4/2017 3:54 PM

46 Tee's on the Par 3's 10/4/2017 3:53 PM

47 plant more trees on the course 10/4/2017 3:53 PM

48 things are great 10/4/2017 3:53 PM

49 new sand in bunkers 10/4/2017 3:52 PM

50 bunkers 10/4/2017 3:52 PM

51 longer course 10/4/2017 3:51 PM

52 more bunkers 10/4/2017 3:51 PM

53 kitchen - fix kart pth #1 and #9 10/4/2017 3:49 PM

54 Better putting area 10/4/2017 3:48 PM

55 better dusting green, fix cart path on Lincoln Hills 10/4/2017 3:48 PM
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56 rangers, more water to drink, reduced fee for school district residents 10/4/2017 3:47 PM

57 1) Pace of play 2)faster greens 10/4/2017 3:46 PM

58 range cart 10/4/2017 3:44 PM

59 bigger practice area 10/4/2017 3:44 PM

60 people could replace pivots 10/4/2017 3:43 PM

61 There needs to be a portable bathroom at Lincoln. I see too many guys taking care of their
business on the 6th and 7th holes. You do not want them to run into the clubhouse after the 4th
and the 8th is too far. Also, the greens receive alot of play, including the kids programs which are
great. More time could be spent each evening to fix the ball marks on the greens.

10/3/2017 7:44 PM

62 Better maintenance 10/3/2017 10:18 AM

63 There should be a ranger on the course....sometimes the young players don't understand/know
the rules of golf.

10/3/2017 5:35 AM

64 With a few well placed signs and ropes, you can prevent carts from driving too close to some of
the greens. In particular at Lincoln Hills, to the right of the 4th and 6th greens there is so much cart
traffic that the playing conditions suffer greatly.

10/2/2017 8:36 PM

65 Spend more money elsewhere 10/2/2017 6:39 PM

66 Add a small number of fairway and greenside sand traps, especially at Lincoln Hills. An additional
nice and classy touch would be to cut a "walking path" from the teeing areas to the fairways.
Would take little additional effort/cost to do so. Makes it easier to walk on the shorted grass than
on long rough length grass.

10/2/2017 3:06 PM

67 Taps should be better maintained and better sand used. 10/2/2017 1:39 PM

68 Online tee time bookings. 10/2/2017 9:59 AM

69 fairways can be spotty, traps at lincoln hills usually not good 10/2/2017 9:50 AM

70 Drainage 10/1/2017 9:48 PM

71 The condition of the grounds at both courses were very good this year. The highest priority for me,
even if it isn't an improvement, is maintaining the quality of greens and fairways.

10/1/2017 5:11 PM

72 More park benches closer to women's tee boxes; repair of bench at tee box #7 at Lincoln Hls.
Permanent bathroom on the Springdale course not a Porta-jon;

9/30/2017 11:03 AM

73 Quality of sand in traps 9/29/2017 2:56 PM

74 Ranger activity for slow golfers 9/28/2017 3:11 PM

75 Workers need to be trained on stopping machines when golfers are hitting. 9/28/2017 9:19 AM

76 The greens at Lincoln Hills this year were not in as good a condition as previous years. Play also
can become very slow at both courses.

9/28/2017 8:48 AM

77 Better course maintenance. 9/27/2017 9:15 PM

78 Water fountain in club house 9/27/2017 7:07 PM

79 Lincoln Hills was beautiful. The gals/guys were so helpful & polite. Enjoyed golf this year. I look
forward to next year.

9/27/2017 4:19 PM

80 Remove the weeds, cat tails , and scrubby bushes around the pond in front of the fourth tee and
third fairway at Springdale. Replace it with a rock border like the pond in front of the first green.

9/27/2017 3:03 PM

81 - Tee boxes at Lincoln Hills could be in better shape (grass is thin, to long and divots should be
filled) - Putting green at Lincoln Hills should be rebuilt so it is flatter. Lincoln Hills with the chipping
green, hitting mats and an improved putting green could be a great practice area if this was fixed

9/27/2017 2:36 PM

82 Restroom needed on the course at Springdale. Porta jon is unacceptable. Thank you !!! 9/27/2017 2:12 PM

83 Overall aesthetics, amenities 9/27/2017 1:55 PM

84 Tee boxes and watering system(leaks) 9/27/2017 1:55 PM

85 A bathroom at Springdale on the course and update the bathroom at Lincoln Hills on the course 9/27/2017 1:51 PM

86 Pace of play 9/27/2017 1:09 PM
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87 Bunkers are washed out with flooding water and reinforced with wood planks (Springdale). Better
quality sand in bunkers. Hole / tee markers need to be updated and more visible

9/27/2017 12:59 PM

88 Need ranger to speed up play. 9/27/2017 12:52 PM

89 I think the course are fine as they are. 9/27/2017 11:35 AM

90 Green should have better speed 9/27/2017 10:48 AM

91 replace missing ball washers on all holes 9/27/2017 10:13 AM

92 Porta Potty at Springdale could be better maintained. More emphasis on patrons maintaining the
course--replace divots, repair ball marks, etc.

9/27/2017 9:40 AM

93 Jacki does great job in running Lincoln Hills. 9/27/2017 9:23 AM

94 All is fine with me. 9/27/2017 9:11 AM

95 Lincoln Hills-repave cart paths on #1-#9 Improve food selections 9/27/2017 8:46 AM

96 The courses could be lengthened but are otherwise great. I would love to see the Bham parks and
rec membership extended to everyone in the school district instead of the city proper. My daughter
plays for Seaholm but we live in a Troy mailing address, so she has to pay for the membership to
practice there off season.

9/27/2017 8:38 AM

97 Education for golfers on how to fix ball marks and divots 9/27/2017 8:31 AM

98 Wish the greens were just a little faster. 9/27/2017 8:18 AM

99 tee boxes are sloped in a few places and should be flat. 9/27/2017 8:11 AM

100 The steep decline on the golf cart path to Hole #1 at Lincoln Hills needs to be redone. My wife
cannot get down it with her cart and has almost fallen on it several times.

9/27/2017 7:15 AM

101 Continue the GREAT JOB! 9/27/2017 3:49 AM

102 one additional port-potty at Springdale 9/27/2017 3:05 AM

103 Water drainage at Springdale and Lincoln Hills. A roving ranger to keep people moving, at both
courses.

9/27/2017 12:36 AM

104 More refreshments to enjoy after play 9/26/2017 11:17 PM

105 Down hill paths: number one-Lincoln, number three Springdale 9/26/2017 10:03 PM

106 Better sand in the buckers 9/26/2017 9:34 PM

107 Better course conditions 9/26/2017 9:16 PM

108 Speed of greens 9/26/2017 9:08 PM

109 I enjoy the courses and employees as they are. 9/26/2017 8:29 PM

110 The sand traps lack sand! 9/26/2017 8:26 PM

111 Pace of play. The courses have no one to monitor play. 9/26/2017 8:13 PM

112 Sand traps need better sand and more maintenance. Greens need to be faster. 9/26/2017 7:53 PM

113 Have a ranger driving around to check time of play so that people don’t play around and slow up
the players behind them.

9/26/2017 7:38 PM

114 Drainage for Lincoln hills, better sand for bunkers maybe add a few bunkers for more challenging
courses. Plant more trees for to replace the aging trees on the courses.

9/26/2017 7:33 PM

115 Updated golf cart. More golf cart path in places where greens are close to the next tee box. 9/26/2017 7:25 PM

116 Greens. Need campaign to remind folks to fix ball marks (and replace divots) and generally take
care of these two wonderful courses

9/26/2017 7:25 PM

117 Greens are too slow 9/26/2017 7:02 PM

118 Sand traps 9/26/2017 6:45 PM

119 Tee boxes on the par 3's. Condition of the sand traps. More rakes surrounding the traps. Most
have only one or two rakes. Therough is allowed to grow too high. Other then that, very nice
conditions at the two courses.

9/26/2017 6:29 PM
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120 Not much. Since Jackie has been here there had been a very noticeable difference. The
employees are polite and friendly. The food is very good. The Caesar salad w/ chicken is the best.
Our family always has a pleasant time when we're at either course. Thank you so much!

9/26/2017 6:26 PM

121 More bathrooms 9/26/2017 6:24 PM

122 Priceô 9/26/2017 6:02 PM

123 It would be nice to have special hours for golfers that are not as skilled in the game. 9/26/2017 5:58 PM

124 Quality of tees, greens and traps 9/26/2017 5:47 PM

125 Tee boxes 9/26/2017 5:24 PM

126 The courses are in nice shape. Keep doing what you are doing. 9/26/2017 5:03 PM

127 Love the courses but please finish filling bunkers with new sand and cut the rough shorter as many
have a problem finding there golf balls and slows play. Courses are well managed though pricing
is great so keep up the good work.

9/26/2017 5:02 PM

128 nothing---just fine as is 9/26/2017 4:50 PM

129 Satisfied, but not satisfied with the condition of the greens. Could be much better, and the course
needs to be (groomed?) BEFORE the first golfers of the morning.

9/26/2017 4:48 PM

130 Lowering the cost to play for residents 9/26/2017 4:48 PM

131 Greens and technology of making t times online. 9/26/2017 4:42 PM

132 only use Lincoln hills. really like the course and how it's maintained. I've only been to Springdale
once. Would recommend shifting resources to lincoln hills and getting rid of flood prone springdale.

9/26/2017 4:39 PM

133 The dog park is a distraction and an inconvenience and takes up valuable and limited space and
should be eliminated. The sand traps have been improved but can use more sand.

9/26/2017 4:30 PM

134 Tee times 9/26/2017 4:27 PM

135 Improve the sand traps and plant some new trees as the old are dying from disease etc, but do not
close the courses to do the work other than for a day or short time. The golf season is short
enough and they are the only ones in the Birmingham/BL Hills area that are basically public and
not a private country club. The people that play at them are totally committed to them and treasure
their existence.

9/26/2017 4:16 PM

136 Much has improved this year. Would hate to see improvements increase the price to play. 9/26/2017 4:07 PM

137 A walking bridge over creek behind Ladies #5 tee. Would speed up play and access to water
barrel, at Lincoln Hills.

9/26/2017 4:04 PM

138 More food and drink options so my group doesn't have to go elsewhere for a good lunch. Lusher
fairways, better overall grooming

9/26/2017 3:55 PM

139 The rough and fairway grass could be shorter. 9/26/2017 3:54 PM

140 Courses are in very good condition. 9/26/2017 3:53 PM

141 Clear cut tee times to avoid bunching on hole 1,2&3 of Springdale. 9/26/2017 3:53 PM

142 Not much 9/26/2017 3:53 PM

143 Condition of greens 9/26/2017 3:50 PM

144 Rolling of the greens and cross-cutting of greens to promote deeper roots. Replacement of cart
paths that are in serious condition.

9/26/2017 3:50 PM

145 Perhaps rangers at busy times to discourage slow play 9/26/2017 3:27 PM

146 Overcrowding.... 9/26/2017 3:26 PM

147 great value for the price 9/26/2017 3:24 PM

148 Greens could be faster and more consistent. Sand could be improved 9/26/2017 3:21 PM

149 Course conditions overall should be improved. Sand in bunkers is pretty much gravel, and there's
a lot of areas that need better irrigation

9/26/2017 3:15 PM

150 have a ranger on the course to have the slow players pick up the pace or regulate the faster
players to play through.

9/26/2017 3:11 PM
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151 I think they do a pretty good job of everything. 9/26/2017 3:07 PM

152 Springdale needs a real set of bathrooms midway thru the course. No porta-John! 9/26/2017 3:01 PM

153 The courses are in good shape, but I would like the amount of tee times available for parents/kids
on Sundays expanded.

9/26/2017 3:01 PM

154 Patch the cart path pot holes. People that want more should join Birmingham CC. 9/26/2017 3:00 PM

155 the cart path on the first hole at Lincoln Hills. It's too steep and is dangerous. it should wind in front
of the first tee at less of an angle. A simple solution, long overdue.

9/26/2017 2:59 PM

156 At "L.H." You really should put warning signs at the 2 tee boxes stating "drop off: That's a danger if
there is a misstep at #5 fairway: rope off the areas at he bottom of hill where the 2 drain openings
are. You mean someone hasn't driven over that and dipped over? This wouldn't cost much to do
but might do a lot for injury prevention!

9/26/2017 2:57 PM

157 Water drainage 9/26/2017 2:57 PM

158 Lincoln Hills: mowing grass closer to the tee would speed play & make it more enjoyable for the
many short hitters

9/26/2017 2:56 PM

159 Springdale hole 4 should tee off from the top of the hill as before. 9/26/2017 2:54 PM

160 Change alignment of some holes. Hole 3 is too tight and has little risk/reward tradeoffs. Hole 9 is
long for a par 4. Holes 2, 6 & 8 are too short.

9/26/2017 2:54 PM

161 Golfer education about ball Mark repair.#8327th 9/26/2017 2:52 PM

162 Pace of play sometimes. 9/26/2017 2:51 PM

163 Fairways not always in the best shape. Overall, pretty good condition. 9/26/2017 2:45 PM

164 At Lincoln Hills Hole #1, the steep asphalt pathway is dangerous and should be reformed into a
longer zig-zag path down the hill.  I use the #9 path to get down the hill. 

9/26/2017 2:43 PM

165 drainage and the bunkers could use better sand...and better hot dogs at both courses;))) 9/26/2017 2:36 PM

166 Better quality sand in the bunkers. 9/26/2017 2:35 PM

167 Tee Boxes need to be lengthend to allow unused tee areas to repair. Bunkers need to be raked
and new sand. Greens could be a bit faster

9/26/2017 2:35 PM

168 A one or two yard intermediate cut of rough framing fairways. Greens could be faster and more
consistent. Better leaf pickup in the fall.

9/26/2017 2:32 PM

169 Greens are very slow and outrageously overpriced 9/26/2017 2:31 PM

170 I thing the conditions are fine for a municipal course. An upgrade in general condition would be
great, and I would pay up per response 4. I believe non residents should pay an added premium.

9/26/2017 2:26 PM

171 Greens could be in better shape. Cut rough more often, very long. 9/26/2017 2:25 PM

172 Generally satisfied however all the tee boxes are poorly maintained most especially the par threes
and also the tee boxes have too much grade change for drainage. They could be more level.
Lastly I would turn the lowland area on the ninth hole to a Heather’s area or let natural grassses
grow there. Mowing it makes no sense. It’s a swamp and you don’t need people walking around
trying to get to a ball. I would make it long grasses and an out of bounds area.

9/26/2017 2:25 PM

173 I play Springdale and they ran out of carts 2 or so times. Other then that I enjoy it. 9/26/2017 2:24 PM

174 If you need to raise ther rates to do it, nothing needs to be improved. 9/26/2017 2:23 PM

175 Repair and maintenance of the Tees. 9/26/2017 2:20 PM

176 The Greens could be made a little more challenging. Also. more bunkers 9/26/2017 2:18 PM

177 Emphasize proper use of golf carts around the greens. Stay off the fringe. Replace divots. 9/26/2017 2:18 PM

178 At Lincoln Hills Hole #1, the steep asphalt pathway is dangerous and should be reformed into a
longer zig-zag path down the hill. My wife uses the #9 path to get down the hill.

9/26/2017 2:18 PM

179 More staff on occasion at Springdale 9/26/2017 2:17 PM

180 I am pleased with everything 9/26/2017 2:16 PM

181 Better sand traps 9/26/2017 2:12 PM
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182 tee maintenance could be better 9/26/2017 2:10 PM

183 all good 9/26/2017 2:07 PM

184 I am happy with the golf courses 9/26/2017 2:06 PM

185 Friendlier staff 9/26/2017 2:03 PM

186 Kids program is great at Lincoln but better supervision of kids is needed when they are done 9/26/2017 2:01 PM

187 Speed up the greens a little. 9/26/2017 2:01 PM

188 I have only played Lincoln Hills and while it's in decent shape - I just expect a little more from the
Birmingham golf course.

9/26/2017 1:58 PM

189 Question the need for 2 courses when there are many private courses nearby. Please share online
how many rounds of golf played this season , day & evening at each.

9/25/2017 5:55 PM

190 Attention to detail such as weeding beds in and around the clubhouse and near tee boxes.
Otherwise, great efforts by all!

9/25/2017 4:26 PM

191 Drainage at Lincoln Hills Paved Paths at Lincoln Hills Chipping area at Springdale Toilet facilities
at #5 Springdale

9/24/2017 8:02 AM

192 While they are in nice shape, I would love to see them become pristine courses, even if that
means an increased greens fee. There are very few excellent public courses in the area, so this
could be an opportunity for the city.

9/22/2017 9:37 AM

193 Lincoln hills not that well kept. Awkward course 9/21/2017 7:43 PM

194 GPS on the golf carts. 9/21/2017 6:07 PM

195 2 golf courses is ridiculous. Change one to an aquatic center or nature preserve. 9/21/2017 1:07 PM

196 upgrade sand in bunkers 9/20/2017 7:25 PM

197 Overall conditioning is good. Occasionally, you let the rough get pretty long. Given that most of us
are not PGA professionals, that slows down play and makes it pretty difficult for us weekend
golfers.

9/19/2017 10:21 AM

198 Paving road to Springdale golf course 9/14/2017 9:30 PM

199 More friendly reminders, maybe fun signs, around the course regarding course etiquette. For
example, yelling "four", fixing ball marks and divots.

9/14/2017 8:20 PM

200 Would be nice to have a Rec Center / Swim vs. two golf courses 9/14/2017 3:13 PM
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Courses?

Answered: 320 Skipped: 4

TOTAL 320

More than
other park...

Less than
other park...

The same as
other park...

Undecided / No
Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

More than other park improvements

Less than other park improvements

The same as other park improvements

Undecided / No Opinion
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55.76% 179

18.69% 60

5.61% 18

19.94% 64

Q4 Would you be willing to pay increased rates for these improvements?
(NOTE: This will not translate into direct increases in fees. The City is

gaging users’ level of interest to determine if improvements are
appropriate).

Answered: 321 Skipped: 3

TOTAL 321

0-10 percent
more

10-20 percent
more

20-30 percent
more

Undecided / No
Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

0-10 percent more

10-20 percent more

20-30 percent more

Undecided / No Opinion
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55.56% 180

44.44% 144

Q5 Do you currently live in the City of Birmingham?
Answered: 324 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 324

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

No
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“ To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow. “ 
 
 

Birmingham Conservatory & Botanical Garden Park 
 

The Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is a proposed community garden and conservatory 
greenhouse intended for both public and private use, with the proposed location for the park, to be situated in the City 
Of Birmingham, Oakland County, Michigan. This informational overview is presented by the Research & Planning 
Committee for the proposed Conservatory Gardens. The committee is Chaired by Dusty Loomis, an expert in 
Nonprofit Organizational Management, and Social Entrepreneurship, in Southeast Michigan. Loomis is a Certified 
Herbal Information Specialist by the American Botanical Council, and brings over a decade of experience developing, 
and instructing, natural history and educational programs for children, adults, and seniors.  
 
This information is provided as an overview of the proposed park, to inform of the benefits and strategic 
considerations related to its development, and to create relationships with the City Of Birmingham (and other 
stakeholders), to discuss the importance of natural history education, and experiential opportunities, in Southeast 
Michigan.  
 
This information is provided by the request of Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Department for the City Of 
Birmingham, Michigan. Please contact Dusty Loomis with questions and media inquiries, at (248) 632-7572.  

About The Botanical Gardens 
The proposed Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is described         
as a stately, dual-winged, victorian greenhouse centered around a central          
palm-dome and visitor center, leading to an indoor event hall and classroom            
spaces. The indoor gardens contain a wide variety of tropical plants located in             
the West wing, with seasonal flowers showcased in the East wing, both            
enhanced by aquatic botanical display ponds. An outdoor seasonal vegetable          
garden is dedicated for members and educational programs. With more than a            
mile of winding walking trails cutting through various showcase gardens such           
as the Butterfly, Sculpture and Wildflower gardens, visitors enjoy both exciting           
indoor and outdoor experiences in natural history and conservation. 
 
The multi-acre park features a spacious outdoor event pavilion and patio,           
perfect for hosting weddings, corporate events, and other private gatherings.  
 

*Proposed logo example.  
 
The Gardens are a beautiful, serene, and magical destination where residents in Southeast Michigan, and from                
around the world, are invited to enjoy colorful plant and flower species while learning about botanical conservation.                 
As visitors explore the many attractions offered by the park, posted placards, and other interactive elements, make                 
learning fun. It’s never been easier to provide a truly unforgettable natural history education to visitors of all ages and                    
stages of life. Welcome to The Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, the Jewel of Oakland County. 

Mission & Vision Statement 
Mission Statement: Our mission is to foster understanding and appreciation for 
natural history in order to ensure the future preservation of the natural world.  
 
Our Vision: We envision a world where the love for nature, and the importance of 
biological preservation, create a brighter future for all of mankind.   



“ To plant a garden is  to believe  in  tomorrow. “ 

Conservatory & Grounds Map 
The proposed Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is located in the histori suburban community of               
Birmingham, Michigan, situated just north of metropolitan Detroit, along the Woodward Ave. corridor. The park               
features exciting  indoor and outdoor  attractions, and includes the following  primary points of interest:  

*artist  concept rendering

1. Front Gardens, Walkways
2. Outdoor LilyPonds,  Indoor Visitor Center & Palm Dome
3. Seasonal-Wing  Greenhouse
4. Tropical-Wing  Greenhouse  and Free Flight Aviary
5. Special Event Hall, Restrooms, Event Office & Staging Kitchen
6. Classroom  1, Classroom 2, Restroom and Offices
7. Outdoor Event Patio & Pavilion
8. Koi Pond (with bridge)
9. Butterfly Garden (with paths)
10. Community Teaching & Seasonal  Vegetable  Garden (members & students only)
11. Sculpture Garden & Fountain (with paths)
12. Wildflower Garden (with paths)
13. Event Greens & Commons
14. Seasonal Flower Garden (flower sales)
15. Maintenance Shed

Parking  Lot 1, 2 



“ To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow. “ 
 
 

Nonprofit Organization Structure 
The public park is owned and operated by the Birmingham Conservatory & Botanical Gardens Foundation, a federally 
recognized nonprofit organization, and is operated through a strategic partnership with the City Of Birmingham, and 
the State Of Michigan, Parks Department.  
 

Management Team 
The garden park is managed by a world-class team of experts and botanical professionals, including a top level 
management team, botanical and greenhouse experts, community leaders in natural history, and an esteemed Board 
Of Directors, and various committees and governing bodies.  
 
Nonprofit Board Of Directors 
Board Members are presented, and selected, through a partnership between the Parks Department, and other state                
or municipal stakeholders, and the Conservatory leadership. The Board is comprised of various experts, including               
legal advisors, botanists, municipal, state and local partners.  
 

Key Partnerships 

The Birmingham Conservatory partners with other notable area attractions such as the Detroit Zoological Society, 
and the Belle Isle Conservatory, to play a leading role in providing a wide variety of natural history opportunities to 
residents, communities, and families,  in Southeastern, Michigan.  
 

Revenue Sources  
In addition to strategic fundraising initiatives, the park is supported by additional revenue streams, including ticket                
sales ($3 children, $5 adults), venue and pavilion rental, membership dues, classes, seasonal flower sales, food-truck                
concessions, gift shop sales, and other revenue streams.  
 
 

Mobile Device Friendly 
The attraction is a modern-day facility, and offers many opportunities for visitors (especially younger guests), to 
engage with interactive learning, and educational content, through mobile devices.  
 
 

 

 



“ To plant a garden is  to believe  in  tomorrow. “ 

Classes & Educational Opportunities 

The Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is a leader in natural history education. A foundational goal of                 
the gardens is to provide access, and hands-on natural history experiences, to children, adults and seniors visitors.                 
That’s why educational classes and events are key to the services we provide  in the community.  

Children’s Classes Young Adult Classes Adult &  Senior Classes 

- After School Program
- Wild Arts Nature Camp
- Vegetable  Garden Group

- Adult Coloring Class
- Nature Photography Studio
- Biological Illustration Course

- Biological Illustration Course
- Nature Photography Studio
- Seniors  Hand Crafting Group

Student Engagement Opportunities 

The Conservatory serves as a prime location where        
students can truly become engaged in learning. A        
wide variety of programs are offered specifically for        
students, ranging  from kindergarten  to college.  

Classes are offered to school groups, nonprofit and        
private organizations, and families seeking natural      
history education. Educational, guided group tours      
are available.  



“ To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow. “ 
 
 

Senior Citizen Enrichment  

The Conservatory believes in the importance of physical activity, and social interaction, later in life. That’s why a                  
variety of engaging programs are offered specifically for the community's senior population, such as the senior                
Speedwalkers Club, the Active Seniors Volunteer Corp, and the Botanical Council Of Excellence, a leadership group                
run by the Conservatory's senior citizen members.  

Volunteer Team 

The Birmingham Conservatory offers many fun and exciting ways for volunteers as young as 16 to get involved, 
anytime of year. With a wide variety of opportunities, it’s easy to lend a hand, while enjoying all of the beauty nature 
has to offer. Volunteer opportunities include: Grounds Beautification Crew, Botanical Council Volunteer, Visitor 
Services & Tour Guide, seasonal openings, and more.  

Conservatory Membership 

The Birmingham Conservatory offers an exciting membership program for families, organizations, students, and             
individuals. Birmingham (and Oakland County), residents enjoy membership discounts and other attractive perks.  

Employment Opportunities  
The park is staffed by both paid employees and volunteer team members, and offers many exciting paid employment                  
positions, year-round. The Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens is an equal opportunity employer,             
promoting workplace diversity, generational diversity in the workplace, and equal opportunity for minority and              
disabled applicants. Employee training (including team building workshops), is provided free of cost.  

Private Event Hosting 

The Conservatory features a popular indoor event space, outdoor pavilion          
with spacious patio, and dedicated greens, perfect for your next event. The            
space may be reserved (with a standard rental fee), for weddings, corporate            
events, nonprofit fundraisers, and private family or holiday occasions.  



“ To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow. “ 
 
 

Special Events & Networking Socials 

The park hosts an events calendar offering unique, and engaging, special events throughout the year, including 
indoor and outdoor activities, to keep the whole family entertained, and the community engaged.  
 

Seasonal & Festive Displays  
Visitors to the park will discover a colorful and beautiful array of year-round, seasonal displays, such as annual flower                   
exhibits, Fairy and miniature garden installations, Holiday lights, seasonal flower sales, and other festive decor.  
 

Gift Shop & Concessions 
Good food, beautiful spaces, and fun places! Visitors to the Conservatory will find a variety of delightful snacks, meals                   
and beverages available from the snack and juice bar, Key Lime pie station, ice cream stand, and a variety of metro                     
Detroit’s finest food truck vendors (vegetarian, Gluten free, and ethnic foods available). Concession sales are an                
important part of the park’s annual revenue.  
 

Green Certified Building  
The proposed Conservatory is a LEED certified green building, employing the best sustainable design principles and                
practices, including on-site recycling, waste reduction systems, green roofing, and other sustainable design features.              
The Conservatory is handicapped accessible, and places a priority on being made accessible to all. 
 

Nonprofit Fundraising Strategy 
Operated as a nonprofit park, the Conservatory places a priority on year-round fundraising, and relies on a variety of                   
funding sources, including, public donations, endowments, corporate sponsorships, grants, membership dues,           
special events, and more.  
 
 
 
Marketing & Promotional Strategy  
The Conservatory has established a multi-media marketing approach which includes a website, robust social media               
and online content, webinars and educational resources, press releases, news and magazine articles and other               
featured content.  
 

Capital Fund 
The Birmingham Conservatory and Botanical Gardens Foundation has established a Capital Funds strategy. Please              
request further details about how we can work together to bring this natural history attraction to Oakland County,                  
Michigan.  

  



“ To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow. “ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Birmingham Conservatory & Botanical Garden Park 
 
 
 
  

 
*proposed logo example 

 
 
 
 
 

This package composed by Dusty Loomis 
Chair, Conservatory Research & Development Committee  

(248) 632-7572 
detroitdusty@gmail.com 

 
 

Copyright 2017 
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Subject: Master Plan language

From: Heather Carmona <htcarmona@sbcglobal.net> 
Date: Mon, Jan 8, 2018 at 1:46 PM 
Subject: Master Plan language 
To: Lauren Wood <lwood@bhamgov.org> 

Hi Lauren, 

I hope your new year is off to a great start. 

I have a questions. I've been reviewing the updated Master plan draft.  In Goal #6, I noticed the words "reduce chemical 
exposure' were removed from the revised Goal.  I'm curious if this was intentional or an oversight in redrafting?  As it 
reads now, the goal doesn't make sense and does not support objectives 3 and 7.(eg. reduce adverse health effects from 
what then? I'm not sure how you can potentially eliminate spraying and achieve a pesticide free park without the 
gradual reduction of some chemicals). 

I'm planning to attend the public hearing on 2/5, but wanted to ask you first before I share my thoughts publicly. 

Thanks! 
Heather 

Heather Carmona 
248.867.1346 



MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

DATE: February 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project  
Willits St. to Brown St. 
Sewer & Water Lateral Replacement Special Assessment District 
Public Hearing 

At the Commission meeting of January 8, 2018, the City Commission set a date of 
February 12, 2018 to hold a public hearing of necessity for the replacement of sewer 
and water laterals located within the limits of the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project. 
Also at that meeting, a confirmation hearing date of February 26, 2018 was set, should 
the assessment district be authorized.  Attached for your information are the previous 
report that was prepared on this subject, as well as the public hearing notice most 
recently sent out. 

All owners in the district have been sent the attached letter.  Since tenants are 
sometimes involved in these expenses, the letter and hearing notice was also hand 
carried to all tenants within the project area.  To date, our office has received phone 
calls from very few affected owners or tenants.  Questions received have been based 
on clarifications as to what will happen, but to date, no objections have been raised. 

As identified on the attached detailed list, note that the policy for inclusion in this 
district is as follows: 

Sewer Laterals – All active sewer laterals identified as being over 50 years old shall be 
replaced.  Given the commercial nature of the project, some older sewer laterals will be 
larger sizes, including 8 inch, 10 inch, and 12 inch (designed to carry roof drainage).  In 
these cases, the owner will be charged the higher unit price, as identified on the list.   

Water Laterals – All active water services currently less than 1 inch diameter will be 
replaced with new 1 inch plastic pipe.  In addition, all lead water services will be 
replaced with new plastic pipe, matching their existing size, or at least 1 inch minimum, 
whichever is greater.   

A suggested resolution has been prepared below should the Commission wish to 
consider authorizing this project.   
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SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 

WHEREAS,    The City Commission has established a policy requiring the replacement of 
all sewer laterals that are over 50 years old when the City is street is open 
for reconstruction; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Commission has established a policy requiring the replacement of 

undersized or lead water lateral lines when the City street is open for 
reconstruction; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City Commission is of the opinion that replacement of sewer and 

water laterals not meeting current criteria as a part of the planned road 
paving project is declared a necessity; and  

 
WHEREAS, formal bids have been received and the actual cost per foot for 

replacement of the sewer and water laterals has been determined,  
 
RESOLVED, that all sewer and water laterals not meeting current criteria located 

within the limits of the following properties shall be replaced as a part of 
the paving project on Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St.  

 
RESOLVED, that at such time as the Assessor is directed to prepare the assessment 

roll, of which 100% of the contractor’s charge to replace sewer and water 
laterals shall be charged to the adjoining property owners benefiting from 
the sewer or lateral, 

 
RESOLVED, that there be a special assessment district created and special 

assessments levied in accordance with benefits against the properties 
within such assessment district, said special assessment district shall be all 
properties, within the following district: 

 
 “Assessor’s Plat No. 27” 
 Lot 4, except that part taken for Willits Alley right-of-way, lot 5, lot 6. 
 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 19” 

The easterly 44 ft. of lot 4, except that part taken for Willits Ally right-of-
way, lots 5-10 inclusive, except that part taken for Willits Ally right-of-
way. 

 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 21” 
  Lots 20-28 inclusive. 
 
  “Merrill’s Plat” 
  The northerly 80.76 ft. of the westerly 13 ft. of lot 2, lot 3. 
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  “Assessor’s Plat No. 24” 
  Lots 1-8 inclusive. 
 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 25” 

The easterly 27.07 ft. of the southerly 44.25 ft. of lot 3, the easterly 35.98 
ft. of lot 21, lots 22 through 24 inclusive. 
 
“Assessor’s Replat of Lots 1-9 Inclusive Brownell Subdivision and 
Lots 8-15 Inclusive Part of Lot 16 and Vacated Street of Hunter’s 
Eastern Addition” 

  Lots 1,2,4. 
 
RESOLVED, that the Commission shall meet on Monday, February 26, 2018, at 7:30 

P.M., for the purpose of conducting a public hearing to confirm the roll for 
the replacement of sewer and water laterals within the Old Woodward 
Ave. Paving Project.  
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY 

PUBLIC HEARING OF CONFIRMATION 
 

Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, February 12, 2018, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin,  
Birmingham, MI  

Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF CONFIRMATION FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, February 26, 2018, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin, 
Birmingham, MI  

Location: Within the Old Woodward Paving Project Area 
Nature of Improvement: Installation of sewer and water services within 

the Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project area 
City Staff Contact: Paul O’Meara 248.530.1836 

pomeara@bhamgov.org 
Notice Requirements: Mail to affected property owners 

Publish January 14th and January 21st, 2018 
Approved minutes may be reviewed at: City Clerk’s Office 
  
You or your agent may appear at the hearings to express your views; however, if you fail to protest 
either in person or by letter received on or before the date of the hearing, you cannot appeal the 
amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  Mail any correspondence to:  City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 3001, Birmingham, MI 48012. 
 
The property owner may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the State Tax Tribunal 
within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll if that special assessment was 
protested at the hearing held for the purpose of confirming the roll. 
 
All special assessments, including installment payments, shall, from the date of the confirmation 
thereof, constitute a lien on the respective lots or parcels assessed, and until paid shall be charged 
against the respective owners of the lots or parcels assessed. 

Persons  with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at  248.530.1880 (voice) or 248.644.5115 (TDD) at least one day in 

advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
 

mailto:pomeara@bhamgov.org






MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept. 
DATE:   December 26, 2017 
 
TO:   Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 
 Sewer & Water Lateral Special Assessment District 
 Streetscape Special Assessment District 
 
 
In accordance with current policy, the Engineering Dept. plans to replace all older sewer laterals 
underneath the new proposed pavement on the above project, which includes Old Woodward 
Ave. between Willits St. and Brown St., as well as approximately 400 ft. of Maple Rd. west and 
east of Old Woodward Ave.  In addition, per policy authorized within the last year, all water 
services less than 1 inch diameter shall be replaced with 1 inch.  As a part of this new policy, all 
lead water services shall be replaced at owner expense, matching the size of the existing 
service, or at least 1 inch dia., and assessed to the adjacent owners. 
 
As recommended under separate cover, it is anticipated that this construction contract will be 
awarded to Angelo Iafrate Construction Co., with their low bid of $$7,078,773.32.  As outlined 
on the attached spreadsheet, existing pipelines to be replaced range from 6 inch to 12 inch 
diameter for sewer services, and 1 inch to 2 inch for water services.  The wide variety is a 
function of the variety of building ages, sizes, and uses in the project area.  For the unit rate to 
be charged for the sewer and water services, we recommend applying the low bidder’s unit 
prices for this work, as described below:   
 
6 inch sewer = $103 per foot 
8 inch sewer = $110 per foot 
10 inch sewer = $119 per foot 
12 inch sewer = $127 per foot 
 
1 inch water = $65 per foot 
1½ inch water = $70 per foot 
2 inch water = $80 per foot 
 
Following this practice is consistent with what has been done with previous downtown projects 
of this nature over the past several years.   
 
Total estimated costs for these service replacements are as outlined on the attached 
spreadsheet.  The average estimated cost for a 6 inch sewer service replacement is $2,493, 
while the average estimated cost for a 1 inch water service replacement is $2,123.  Although 
not fully reflected on the spreadsheet, it is noted that we are working with the developers of 
the 298 S. Old Woodward Ave. project (Boutique Hotel), and plan to install both new sewer and 
water service connections to suit their needs, 100% at their cost, as a part of this project.   
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It is recommended that a public hearing of necessity for the replacement of sewer and water 
services be scheduled at the Monday, February 12, 2018 City Commission meeting.  It is further 
recommended that the public hearing to confirm the roll be held on Monday, February 26, 2018 
at the prices charged by the lowest bidder, as outlined in the attached estimated assessment 
roll.   
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 
To adopt a resolution for the City Commission to meet on Monday, February 12, 2018, at 7:30 

P.M., for the purpose of conducting a public hearing of necessity for the 
installation of sewer and water services within the Old Woodward Ave. Paving 
project area.  Be it further  

 
RESOLVED, that the City Commission meet on Monday, February 26, 2018, at 7:30 P.M. for the 

purpose of conducting a public hearing to confirm the roll for the installation of 
sewer and water services in the Old Woodward Ave. Paving project area. 
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SEWER & WATER SERVICE CHART

Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project - Contract #1-18(P)

Address Street Type of Pipe Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd Estd Water Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd
Installed Length Cost Cost Cost Cost Type Installed Length Cost Cost Cost

6" 8" 10" 12" 1" 1.5" 2"
$103 $110 $119 $127 $65 $70 $80

===================================================================================================================== ====================== =======
                                                   Old Woodward Ave. - Willits St. to Brown St. 

WEST SIDE
275 N. Old Woodward Ave. On Willits 1956 N 0 On Willits 1998 N 0
275 8" Unknown --- Y 28 $3,080
265 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1997 N 0

233-239 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 1.5" Lead --- Y 65 $4,550
233-239 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884
215-229 On Alley 2005 N 0 1.5" Copper --- N 0
215-229 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884

205 On Alley 1965 N 0 1.5" Copper 1958 N 0
205 Unknown --- N 0

183-191 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 4" Ductile Iron 1985 N 0
183-191 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1983 N 0

167 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 2" Copper 1984 N 0
101-135 Unknown --- Y 28 $2,884 4" Ductile Iron 1979 N 0
101-135 P.V.C. 2002 N 0

100 S. Old Woodward Ave. Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 6" Ductile Iron 2016 N 0
106-112 Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 2" Copper 1991 N 0
114-116 Unknown --- Y 30 $3,090 4" Ductile Iron 1991 N 0

120 1.5" Copper --- N 0
124-128 Unknown --- Y 31 $3,193 2" Lead --- Y 41 $3,280
124-128 Unknown --- Y 31 $3,193
138-142 Orangeburg 1953 Y 31 $3,193 1.5" Copper 1987 N 0

142 3/4" Lead --- Y 41 $2,665
154 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 4" Cast Iron --- N 0

160-162 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 1" Copper 1995 N 0
164-168 Unknown --- Y 32 $3,296 1.5" Lead --- Y 41 $2,870
176-180 On E. Merrill 1967 N 0 On Merrill 1967 N 0
200-210 12" Concrete 1979 N 0 6" Ductile Iron 1979 N 0

298 6" WL Storm 1971 N 0 On Brown 1964 N 0
298 6" OB Storm 1963 Y 62 $7,874
298 On Brown 1969 N 0
300 On Brown --- N 0 On Brown --- N 0



Address Street Type of Pipe Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd Estd Water Date SAD? Estd Estd Estd Estd
Installed Length Cost Cost Cost Cost Type Installed Length Cost Cost Cost

6" 8" 10" 12" 1" 1.5" 2"
$103 $110 $119 $127 $65 $70 $80

===================================================================================================================== ====================== =======
EAST SIDE

280 N. Old Woodward Ave. 10" Concrete 1973 N 0 On Ferndale 1973 N 0
250-270 12" PVC 2001 N 0 8" Ductile Iron 2001 N 0
250-270 12" PVC 2001 N 0

188 Orangeburg 1953 Y 10 $1,030 On Hamilton 1970 N 0
188 Orangeburg 1950 Y 10 $1,030

152-172 Unknown --- Y 10 $1,030 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
152-172 8" Cast Iron --- Y 10 $1,030 6" Ductile Iron --- N 0
132-136 Wedgelock 1967 Y 10 $1,030 3/4" Lead --- Y 40 $2,600
132-136 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
100-124 Orangeburg 1957 Y 12 $1,236 1.5" Lead --- Y 40 $2,800
100-124 Clay --- Y 10 $1,030 4" Ductile Iron 2008 N 0
101-115 S. Old Woodward Ave. 10" Clay --- Y 10 $1,190 Through 177

177 8" PVC 2007 N 0 6" Ductile Iron 2007 N 0
181-187 Cast Iron 1946 Y 10 $1,030 6" Ductile Iron 1996 N 0

201 10" Unknown --- Y 38 $4,522 2" Copper --- N 0
211 Off Peabody 1996 N 0 Off Peabody 1996 N 0

217-239 Unknown --- Y 38 $3,914 Through 187
217-239 8" Cast Iron --- Y 10 $1,100
255-275 Off Alley 1983 N 0 8" Ductile Iron 1983 N 0

325 6" P.V.C. 2003 N 0 4" Ductile Iron 1990 N 0

W. Maple Rd. -        Pierce St. to E. of Old Woodward Ave.

NORTH SIDE
142 W. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- Y 24 $2,472 3/4" Lead --- Y 16 $1,040
138 Off Alley --- N 0 3/4" Lead --- Y 16 $1,040

120-122 Off Alley --- N 0 1.5" Copper --- N 0
129-135 E. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- Y 27 $2,781 3/4" Copper --- Y 17 $1,105
205-213 Unk. - To Maple --- Y 28 $2,884 3/4" Copper --- Y 17 $1,105

SOUTH SIDE
137-139 W. Maple Rd. Unk. - To Maple --- N 0 3/4" Lead --- Y 49 $3,185

123 On Pierce --- N 0 1.5" Copper 1947 N 0
115 On Pierce 2013 N 0 On Pierce 1939 N 0

TOTALS $72,306 $4,180 $5,712 $7,874 $12,740 $15,820 $3,280
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MEMORANDUM 
Engineering Dept. 

DATE: February 2, 2018 

TO: Joseph Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 
Sidewalk Enhancements Special Assessment 
Public Hearing 

Previously the City Commission received a report from City staff regarding the proposed 
construction of the above referenced street.   The Commission approved scheduling a public 
hearing pertaining to the creation of an assessment district to cover the cost of sidewalk 
streetscape enhancements for Monday, February 12, 2018.  Should the project be authorized at 
that meeting, a hearing of confirmation has also been approved for Monday, February 26, 2018. 
Soon after the hearing date was set, the attached letter was delivered to all owners and tenants 
via hand delivery and US Mail. 

On January 11, the BSD hosted a Merchants Meeting to provide information on various topics of 
interest to the merchants located within the district.  We used this opportunity to update the 
merchants about the potential for this assessment district.   

As detailed on the first memo prepared when the assessment hearing was set, the suggested 
unit rates reflect 75% of the cost to completely reconstruct the sidewalk system to the high 
quality design proposed for this project.  Downtown street lights will be replaced, and paid for 
separately, based on the fact that these properties were assessed for the lighting upgrade many 
years ago, and the replacement is considered maintenance at this time.   

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To receive the report regarding sidewalk enhancements on the Old Woodward Ave. Paving 
Project: 

WHEREAS, The City Commission is of the opinion that construction of the improvement 
herein is declared a necessity; and 

RESOLVED, that there be constructed an improvement to be hereinafter known as 

OLD WOODWARD AVE. STREETSCAPE ENHANCEMENTS 

consisting of the construction of exposed aggregate concrete and regular 
concrete pavement sidewalks, new trees and landscaping, irrigation, granite 
seating features, and new electrical system (on Old Woodward Ave. only), 
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RESOLVED, that at such time as the Assessor is directed to prepare the assessment roll, 
seventy-five percent (75%) of the estimated cost be levied against the 
assessment district, and twenty-five percent (25%) of the estimated cost be 
charged against the City at large, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that there be a special assessment district created and special assessments 

levied in accordance with benefits against the properties within such assessment 
district, said special assessment district shall be all properties, both public and 
private, within the following district: 

  
 “Assessor’s Plat No. 27” 
 Lot 4, except that part taken for Willits Alley right-of-way, lot 5, lot 6. 
 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 19” 

Lots 5-10 inclusive, except that part taken for Willits Alley right-of-way. 
 
“Oak Grove Addition” 
Lots 1, 28, and 29 inclusive, except those parts taken for Oakland Blvd. 
right-of-way. 

 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 21” 

Lots 20 except for the easterly 41.5 ft., lots 21-28 inclusive, lot 50 except 
for portion taken for Ferndale St. right-of-way, lots 51-53 inclusive, lot 54 
except for that portion taken for Oakland Blvd. right-of-way, lots 55 
through 59 inclusive.   

 
  “Merrill’s Plat” 

The northerly 80.75 ft. of lot 1, the northerly 80.75 ft. of the easterly 27 
ft. of lot 2. 
 

  “Assessor’s Plat No. 24” 
  Lots 1-9 inclusive. 
 
  “Assessor’s Plat No. 25” 

Kots 1, 2, the easterly 101.39 ft. of lot 3, the easterly 35.98 ft. of lot 21, 
lots 22 through 25 inclusive. 
 
“Brown’s Addition” 
The easterly 50 ft. of lot 12, lot 13. 
 
“Assessor’s Replat of Lots 1-9 Inclusive Brownell Subdivision and 
Lots 8-15 Inclusive Part of Lot 16 and Vacated Street of Hunter’s 
Eastern Addition” 

  Lots 1-4 inclusive. 
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  “Assessor’s Plat No. 11” 
Lots 1,2, lots 3 and 4 inclusive except for that part taken for alley to east, 
the westerly 101 ft. of lot 5, and the westerly 82 ft. of lot 6. 
 
“William Hart Subdivision” 
The westerly 138.94 ft. of lots 1 and 2, except that part taken for Brown 
St. right-of-way. 

 
RESOLVED,  that the Commission shall meet on Monday, February 26, 2018, at 7:30 P.M., for 

the purpose of conducting a public hearing to confirm the roll for the Old 
Woodward Ave. Streetscape Enhancements. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING OF NECESSITY 

PUBLIC HEARING OF CONFIRMATION 
 

Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, February 12, 2018, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin,  
Birmingham, MI  

Meeting Date, Time, Location: HEARING OF CONFIRMATION FOR SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
Monday, February 26, 2018, 7:30 PM 
Municipal Building, 151 Martin, 
Birmingham, MI  

Location: All properties adjacent to Old Woodward Ave. 
from Willits St. to Brown St., as well as for 400 
ft. of Maple Rd. west and east of the Old 
Woodward Ave. intersection (Old Woodward 
Paving Project) 

Nature of Improvement: Installation of sidewalk streetscape 
City Staff Contact: Paul O’Meara 248.530.1836 

pomeara@bhamgov.org 
Notice Requirements: Mail to affected property owners 

Publish January 14th and January 21st, 2018 
Approved minutes may be reviewed at: City Clerk’s Office 
  
You or your agent may appear at the hearings to express your views; however, if you fail to protest 
either in person or by letter received on or before the date of the hearing, you cannot appeal the 
amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  Mail any correspondence to:  City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 3001, Birmingham, MI 48012. 
 
The property owner may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the State Tax Tribunal 
within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll if that special assessment was 
protested at the hearing held for the purpose of confirming the roll. 
 
All special assessments, including installment payments, shall, from the date of the confirmation 
thereof, constitute a lien on the respective lots or parcels assessed, and until paid shall be charged 
against the respective owners of the lots or parcels assessed. 

Persons  with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at  248.530.1880 (voice) or 248.644.5115 (TDD) at least one day in 

advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering Dept. 
DATE:   December 26, 2017 
 
TO:   Joseph Valentine, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Sidewalk Streetscape Assessment 
 Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project 
 
 
As noted in related memos, Old Woodward Ave. will be reconstructed in the upcoming year, 
including new streetscape in front of each existing business.  On both the Old Woodward Ave. 
and Maple Rd. segments of the project, the new streetscape will consist of an enhanced version 
of the downtown standard sawcut concrete sidewalk with exposed aggregate sidewalk between 
the main pedestrian path and the street.  Elements of the new streetscape design to be 
included in this project include: 
 

• All new concrete and exposed aggregate sidewalks from the building face to the back of 
curbs. 

• Removal and replacement of all street trees, including excavation and replacement with 
the equivalent of 1,000 cu.ft. of specially formulated soil designed to encourage tree 
growth. 

• Enlarged, raised planter beds around each new street tree, framed by a 6 inch high 
exposed aggregate curb, with irrigation, and professionally designed landscaping. 

• Granite seating areas where space permits. 
 
In addition, on the Old Woodward Ave. frontages, a new City-owned underground electrical 
system shall be installed to provide new lighting opportunities for trees, future computerized 
information kiosks, and cell phone charging stations.   
 
On previous projects of this nature, it has been the City’s policy to assess 75% of the 
streetscape improvements.  The estimated cost per square foot for streetscape, based on the 
prices charged by the low bidder, comes to: 
 
Old Woodward Ave. Frontage = $38.03 
Maple Rd. Frontage = $32.59 
 
While the assessment district unit rate is higher than numbers being charged on previous 
downtown assessment districts, the level of quality being proposed for the new streetscape is 
substantially elevated.  It is also important to note that the amount to be collected represents 
only about 22% of the total expenditure being undertaken by the City to accomplish this 
project.  Further, each year the City will bill one-tenth of the expense, as would be done on 
other special assessment districts, plus interest, making the cost more manageable on an 
annual basis.   
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The attached map highlights those property frontages that would be subject to a sidewalk 
streetscape assessment.  A detailed spreadsheet is also attached with estimated assessment 
values.  For purposes of the assessment district, 298 S. Old Woodward Ave. (the Boutique Hotel 
property) has been included in the district.  It has been included in case the project plans 
change, and the City elects to proceed with improvements in this area.  However, if the 
adjacent project begins at about the same time as the City’s project (as the developer is 
currently indicating) then the cost for streetscape improvements in this area will not be 
expended by the City, nor charged to the property owner.   
 
We acknowledge that a project of this nature will create serious concerns for the adjacent 
businesses.  With that in mind, should the Commission endorse the project, the following is 
proposed: 
 

• The following week, the Engineering Dept. will prepare an informational letter explaining 
the details of this project and distribute it to all property owners and tenants.  The 
booklet will explain the project scope, timing, proposed access plan (for customers), 
costs, and payback schedule.   

• Prior to the public hearing, the Engineering Dept. will host a morning “Open House” 
meeting at the Municipal Building where business owners and tenants would be invited 
to come in, learn more about the project, and have their particular questions answered. 
The Open House is scheduled for Friday, January 26.  

 
As a part of the package to be mailed to property owners, information will also be distributed 
relative to the proposed fiber optic system being installed, and inviting owners to provide a 
$1,500 deposit if they are interested in having a fiber optic connection installed to the basement 
wall of their building, to simplify improved internet connectivity into the future.   
 
After completing the informational phase, the Engineering Department recommends that a 
public hearing of necessity be scheduled for Monday, February 12, 2018, at the regularly 
scheduled City Commission meeting, followed by a hearing for confirmation of the roll two 
weeks later.   
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 
To adopt a resolution for the Commission to meet on Monday, February 12, 2018, at 7:30 P.M., 
for the purpose of conducting a public hearing of necessity for the installation of sidewalk 
streetscape adjacent all properties on Old Woodward Ave. from Willits St. to Brown St., as well 
as for 400 feet of Maple Rd. west and east of the Old Woodward Ave. intersection.   
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, if necessity is determined on February 12, 2018, a hearing to review the 
assessments and to confirm the roll will be held on February 26, 2018, at 7:30 P.M. 
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STREETSCAPE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT CHART

Old Woodward Ave. Paving Project - Contract #1-18(P)

Address Street Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated Total
Area (SF) Area (SF) Cost Cost Cost

Old Woodward Maple Rd. Old Woodward Maple Rd. Per Parcel
$37.33 $31.90

===================================================================================================
                                                   Old Woodward Ave. - Willits St. to Brown St. 

WEST SIDE
275 N. Old Woodward Ave. 1,395 $52,075.35 $52,075.35
265 513 $19,150.29 $19,150.29

233-239 686 $25,608.38 $25,608.38
205-229 1,092 $40,764.36 $40,764.36
183-191 752 $28,072.16 $28,072.16
101-135 2,254 1,394 $84,141.82 $44,468.60 $128,610.42

100 S. Old Woodward Ave. 248 1,870 $9,257.84 $59,653.00 $68,910.84
106-108 312 $11,646.96 $11,646.96
112-116 1,065 $39,756.45 $39,756.45
124-128 724 $27,026.92 $27,026.92
138-142 854 $31,879.82 $31,879.82

154 495 $18,478.35 $18,478.35
160-168 1,308 $48,827.64 $48,827.64
176-180 1,621 $60,511.93 $60,511.93
200-210 2,475 $92,391.75 $92,391.75

298 3,607 $134,649.31 $134,649.31
300 742 $27,698.86 $27,698.86

EAST SIDE
280 N. Old Woodward Ave. 1,284 $47,931.72 $47,931.72

250-270 2,529 $94,407.57 $94,407.57
188 708 $26,429.64 $26,429.64

152-172 958 $35,762.14 $35,762.14
100-136 1,393 856 $52,000.69 $27,306.40 $79,307.09
101-115 S. Old Woodward Ave. 2,713 761 $101,276.29 $24,275.90 $125,552.19

177 1,717 $64,095.61 $64,095.61
181-201 1,842 $68,761.86 $68,761.86

211 542 $20,232.86 $20,232.86
217-239 1,513 $56,480.29 $56,480.29
255-275 3,521 $131,438.93 $131,438.93

325 973 $36,322.09 $36,322.09

W. Maple Rd. -        Pierce St. to E. of Old Woodward Ave.

NORTH SIDE
138 W. Maple Rd. 323 $10,303.70 $10,303.70
Alley 198 $6,316.20 $6,316.20

120-122 1,028 $32,793.20 $32,793.20
135 E. Maple Rd. 413 $13,174.70 $13,174.70

SOUTH SIDE
115 W. Maple Rd. 972 $31,006.80 $31,006.80

TOTALS 39,836 7,815 $1,487,077.88 $249,298.50 $1,736,376.38
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MEMORANDUM 
Office of the City Manager 

DATE: February 12, 2018 

TO: Joseph A. Valentine, City Manager 

FROM: Tiffany J. Gunter, Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: Parking Consultant Services  

There has been an increasing demand on the parking system in the Central Business District. 
The City has made strides in introducing system upgrades in technology and wants to continue 
this proactive approach through a comprehensive parking study that will provide a set of 
recommendations to the Advisory Parking Committee for future enhancements and improved 
operations. 

The RFP for services was released on January 4, 2018 through the Michigan Intergovernmental 
Trade Network (MITN).  Proposals were due on January 25, 2018.  Staff received a total of four 
responses and conducted an internal review to identify finalists and invite those consultant 
teams to interview with the APC.   

The consultant teams that submitted proposals were Nelson/Nygaard, Rich and Associates, 
Walker Consultants, and Carl Walker.  All bids met the minimum qualifications as outlined in the 
RFP.  Below is a summary of the bid results.  

Vendor Name Bid Amount 
Nelson Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc. $90,442 

Rich & Associates Parking Consultants $54,345 
Walker Consultants $88,410 

Carl Walker $57,500 

Staff invited the top three vendors to participate in interviews at a regular meeting of the 
Advisory Parking Committee on February 7, 2018.  They were Nelson/Nygaard, Rich & 
Associates, and Walker Consultants.  At the close of the interviews, the APC made a 
recommendation to proceed with Nelson Nygaard given their national experience, qualifications 
of the parking team, familiarity with the existing system in the City, and their holistic approach 
to planning that is multi-modal in nature.  Staff conducted a reference check on Nelson Nygaard 
and received positive feedback from past clients.  These clients noted that they have 
maintained positive working relationships with Nelson Nygaard over many years.   

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

To approve the recommendation of the Advisory Parking Committee to award the service 
agreement with Nelson Nygaard for Parking Consultant Services for fiscal year 2017-2018 in the 
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amount of $90,442 from account #585-538.001-811.0000.  Further direct the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City contingent upon successful execution of the 
contract by the parties. 

2 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Office of the City Manager 
 
DATE:   February 7, 2018 
 
TO:   Advisory Parking Committee 
 
FROM:  Tiffany J. Gunter, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Parking Consultant Services – Selection Process  
 
 
At the last meeting of the Advisory Parking Committee (APC) on January 3, 2018, members 
approved a Request for Proposals (RFP) soliciting Parking Consultant Services to conduct an 
analysis and provide recommendations to improve the parking system in the Central Business 
District. 
 
The RFP was released on January 4, 2018 through the Michigan Intergovernmental Trade 
Network (MITN).  Proposals were due on January 25, 2018.  Staff received a total of four 
responses and conducted an internal review to identify finalists and invite those consultant 
teams to interview with the APC.   
 
The consultant teams that submitted proposals include Nelson/Nygaard, Rich and Associates, 
Walker Consultants, and Carl Walker.  All bids met the minimum qualifications as outlined in the 
RFP.   
 
Nelson/Nygaard assembled a team that includes MKSK and Dixon as subconsultants.  The 
project team includes a project manager specializing in parking master planning and a deputy 
project manager with transportation and community planning experience, operational and 
technical leads at Dixon, and multimodal, wayfinding, and land use staff at MKSK.  The team 
provided examples of parking related projects completed in Ann Arbor, MI, Columbus, IN, 
Cleveland, OH, Detroit, MI, Grand Rapids, MI, Palo Alto, CA, Park City, UT, and Lansing, MI.  
The project scope included five tasks: 1) Kickoff meeting and Coordination Calls, 2) Existing 
Conditions Assessment, 3) Community Engagement, 4) Strategy Development, and 5) Final 
Report.  Each task within the scope contained specific deliverables under a number of sub 
categories.  The timeline for completion is five months.  The proposal included a conversation 
that demonstrated a strong understanding of the City’s existing parking system and its current 
challenges.  
 
The Rich & Associates team is comprised of four team members.  A project manager with 
past parking management experience, an urban planner with experience in GIS and multimodal 
planning, a parking planner with expertise in parking modeling and economic modeling to 
assess financial impacts, and a community relations and operational management professional.  
The team provided examples of parking related projects completed in Royal Oak, MI, the 
Detroit Economic Growth Corporation, City of Jefferson, MO, and in Midtown (Detroit).  The 
examples illustrate repeat engagements with clients.  The project scope included five tasks: 1) 
Project Initiation, 2) State of the System Assessment, 3) Community Outreach, 4) Parking 
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Operations and Management Recommendations, and 5) Draft and Final Reports.  The timeline 
for project completion is five months.  The understanding of the City’s existing system touched 
on recent technological improvements to the system and the present challenges at a high level. 
 
The Walker Consultants team is comprised of four team members.  A municipal parking 
systems operations expert that would serve as Team Lead, a parking and operations technology 
professional, a parking needs assessment analyst, and a parking planning, design, and 
restoration professional.  The team provided examples of parking related projects completed in 
Ann Arbor, MI, Dunedin, FL, Osh Kosh, WI, Corpus Christie,TX,  Boston, MA, Farmington, MI, 
and Kalamazoo, MI.  The project scope includes four tasks: 1) Existing Conditions and Parking 
System Assessment, 2) Community Outreach and Benchmarking, 3) Identify and Evaluate 
Recommendations for Improvement, and 4) Final Report and Presentation.  The timeline for 
project completion is five months. Walker Consultants provided a brief summary of the City’s 
existing parking system.   
 
The Carl Walker team has had previous experience with the City related to the parking 
system.  The project team included three members with a lead planner, on street operations 
professional, and a social media and communications coordinator.  The team provided examples 
of parking related projects completed in Dayton, OH, Covington, KY, Mobile, AL, and Fort 
Wayne, IN.  The project scope included five tasks: 1) Review of Background Data/Project 
Kickoff, 2) Current Conditions Analysis and Best Practices, 3) Public Participation, 4) Draft Plan 
Public Presentation, and 5) Submission of Final Report.  The timeline for project completion is 
six months. The proposed work would be completed in-house.  The proposal did not include a 
conversation that demonstrated an understanding of the City’s existing parking system. 
 
The proposals were scored using the evaluation criteria as defined in the RFP: 

1) Ability to provide services as outlined; 
2) Related experience with similar projects; 
3) Contractor background and qualifications of team; 
4) Demonstrated understanding of the proposed scope of work and the City’s parking 

system;  
5) Quality of the response and project approach; and 
6) Project Cost 

 
Based on initial scoring, staff has invited the top three vendors to participate in interviews 
today.  They are Nelson/Nygaard, Rich & Associates, and Walker Consultants.  The APC will be 
asked to make a recommendation to the City Commission for the preferred consultant team.   
 
The next step in the selection process will include three consultant team interviews.  Interviews 
will be conducted in half hour segments.  While APC meetings are open to the public, consultant 
teams being interviewed will be asked to wait in a separate conference area until their team is 
invited into the Commission Room for their interview.  Staff has prepared a set of structured 
interview questions for the APC to use during the interviews to allow for maximum objectivity in 
the evaluation process.  If there are comments or suggestions for changes to the questions, 
those should be identified before the interviews begin.  The Chair will ask the structured 
questions, APC Members are welcome to add follow up questions, if necessary. 
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Upon recommendation by the APC and adoption by the City Commission, staff would work with 
the selected consultant team to meet with the APC as soon as possible to discuss initial 
findings, explore alternatives, and discuss composition of the draft final report that will come 
before the APC for review and recommendation. 
 
SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION:  
 
To recommend the City Commission approve an agreement with Nelson Nygaard Consulting 
Associates, Inc. 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 
    
Sealed proposals endorsed “PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES”, will be received 
at the Office of the City Clerk, 151 Martin Street, PO Box 3001, Birmingham, Michigan, 
48012; until January 25, 2018 after which time bids will be publicly opened and read.  
  
The City of Birmingham, Michigan is accepting sealed bid proposals from qualified 
professional firms to provide parking consultant services to evaluate parking operations, 
strategies and practices in the City’s Central Business District and provide 
recommendations for improvement. This work must be performed as specified 
accordance with the specifications contained in the Request For Proposals (RFP).   
 
The RFP, including the Specifications, may be obtained online from the Michigan Inter-
governmental Trade Network at http://www.mitn.info or at the City of Birmingham, 151 
Martin St., Birmingham, Michigan, ATTENTION: Paul, O’Meara, City Engineer.   
 
The acceptance of any proposal made pursuant to this invitation shall not be binding 
upon the City until an agreement has been executed. 
 
Submitted to MITN:  January 4, 2018 
Deadline for Submissions: January 25, 2018 by 4:00 PM Eastern Standard Time 
Contact Person:   Paul O’Meara 
     P.O. Box 3001, 151 Martin Street 
     Birmingham, MI 48012-3001 
     Phone: 248.530.1836 
     Email:  pomeara@bhamgov.org 
 
  

Page 1 
 

http://www.govbids.com/scripts/MITN/public/home1.asp
mailto:pomeara@bhamgov.org


 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

Contents 
INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................. 3 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) ................................................................................... 4 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL ......................................................................... 4 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS ........................................................................................... 4 

EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA ................................................................. 5 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ................................................................................................ 5 

CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES .............................................................................. 6 

CITY RESPONSIBILITY ...................................................................................................... 7 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES ............................................................................................. 7 

INSURANCE .......................................................................................................................... 7 

CONTINUATION OF COVERAGE ..................................................................................... 7 

EXECUTION OF CONTRACT ............................................................................................. 7 

INDEMNIFICATION............................................................................................................. 8 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST ................................................................................................... 8 

EXAMINATION OF PROPOSAL MATERIALS ................................................................. 8 

PROJECT TIMELINE ............................................................................................................ 8 

SCOPE OF WORK ................................................................................................................. 9 

ATTACHMENT A - AGREEMENT ................................................................................... 11 

ATTACHMENT B - BIDDER’S AGREEMENT ................................................................ 17 

ATTACHMENT C - COST PROPOSAL ............................................................................ 18 

ATTACHMENT D - IRAN SANCTIONS ACT VENDOR CERTIFICATION FORM .... 19 

       ATTACHMENT E    MAP OF PARKING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT……………….….20 
       ATTACHMENT F    MAP OF PARKING METER TIME LIMITS……………...……….21 
  

Page 2 
 



INTRODUCTION  
For purposes of this request for proposals the City of Birmingham will hereby be 
referred to as “City” and the private firm will hereby be referred to as “Contractor.”  
References to the “parking system” shall generally refer to the parking assessment 
district, as outlined in the attached map under Attachment “E”, as well as the downtown 
parking meter system, which extends beyond the boundaries of the assessment district, 
as outlined in the attached map under Attachment “F.” 
 
The City of Birmingham, Michigan is accepting sealed bid proposals from qualified 
professional firms to provide parking consultant services to evaluate parking operations, 
strategies and practices in the City’s Central Business District and provide 
recommendations for improvement.  The City’s parking system consists of 5 public 
parking structures providing roughly 3,580 spaces, three surface parking lots providing 
roughly 190 spaces and 1,070 on-street parking meters.  There are also two private 
independently run parking structures located in the Central Business District.  The City 
would like to ensure the parking system is being operated, managed and developed in 
accordance with professional best practices and technology utilization.   
 
The parking system is operated as an enterprise fund and is operated in a manner that 
provides for cost recovery for operations of the system and investment in capital 
improvements that benefit the system on a long-term basis.  All recommendations 
developed by the Contractor must be evaluated for financial, operational and community 
impacts. 
 
The final report resulting from the Contractor’s review and analysis of the City’s parking 
system will be used by elected officials, city boards and city staff to implement 
improvements to the parking system in the Central Business District.  The outcomes of 
this report should include: 
 

• A realistic plan for more effective use of parking and better management of the 
parking system in the Central Business District. 

• Credible information that can be communicated to the public and stakeholders. 
• A parking system that contributes to a positive image of the City. 
• A parking system that deploys the latest technology to improve the user 

experience while sustaining realistic revenue to cover operations, ongoing capital 
improvements and system growth. 

 
This work must be performed as specified accordance with the specifications outlined 
by the Scope of Work contained in this Request For Proposals (RFP).     
 
During the evaluation process, the City reserves the right where it may serve the City’s 
best interest to request additional information or clarification from proposers, or to allow 
corrections of errors or omissions.  At the discretion of the City, firms submitting 
proposals may be requested to make oral presentations as part of the evaluation.  
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It is anticipated the selection of a firm will be completed by February 12, 2018.  An 
Agreement for services will be required with the selected Contractor.  A copy of the 
Agreement is contained herein for reference.  Contract services will commence upon 
execution of the service agreement by the City. 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
The purpose of this RFP is to request sealed bid proposals from qualified parties 
presenting their qualifications, capabilities and costs to provide parking consultant 
services to evaluate parking operations, strategies and practices in the City’s Central 
Business District and provide recommendations for improvement 
 

INVITATION TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL 
Proposals shall be submitted no later than January 25, 2018 by 4:00 PM Eastern 
Standard Time to: 

 
City of Birmingham 

Attn: City Clerk 
151 Martin Street 

Birmingham, Michigan  48009 
 
One (1) original and one (1) copy of the proposal shall be submitted.  The proposal 
should be firmly sealed in an envelope, which shall be clearly marked on the outside, 
“PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES”.  Any proposal received after the due date 
cannot be accepted and will be rejected and returned, unopened, to the proposer.  
Proposer may submit more than one proposal provided each proposal meets the 
functional requirements. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS 
1. Any and all forms requesting information from the bidder must be completed 

on the attached forms contained herein (see Contractor’s Responsibilities).  If 
more than one bid is submitted, a separate bid proposal form must be used 
for each. 
 

2. Any request for clarification of this RFP shall be made in writing and delivered 
to: Paul O’Meara, City Engineer at pomeara@bhamgov.org .   Such request 
for clarification shall be delivered, in writing, no later than 5 days prior to the 
deadline for submissions.   
 

3. All proposals must be submitted following the RFP format as stated in this 
document and shall be subject to all requirements of this document including 
the instruction to respondents and general information sections. All proposals 
must be regular in every respect and no interlineations, excisions, or special 
conditions shall be made or included in the RFP format by the respondent.  
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4. The contract will be awarded by the City of Birmingham to the most
responsive and responsible bidder with the lowest price and the contract will
require the completion of the work pursuant to these documents.

5. Each respondent shall include in his or her proposal, in the format requested,
the cost of performing the work. Municipalities are exempt from Michigan
State Sales and Federal Excise taxes.  Do not include such taxes in the
proposal figure.  The City will furnish the successful company with tax
exemption information when requested.

6. Each respondent shall include in their proposal the following information:
Firm name, address, city, state, zip code, telephone number, and fax number.
The company shall also provide the name, address, telephone number and e-
mail address of an individual in their organization to whom notices and
inquiries by the City should be directed as part of their proposal.

EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA 
The evaluation panel will consist of City staff and any other person(s) designated by the 
City who will evaluate the proposals based on, but not limited to, the following criteria: 

1. Ability to provide services as outlined.
2. Related experience with similar projects, Contractor background, and

personnel qualifications.
3. Quality of the response to this RFP including a demonstrated

understanding of the enclosed scope of work and the City’s parking
system.

4. Overall Costs.
5. References.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
1. The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received, waive

informalities, or accept any proposal, in whole or in part, it deems best.  The City 
reserves the right to award the contract to the next most qualified Contractor if 
the successful Contractor does not execute a contract within ten (10) days after 
the award of the proposal. 

2. The City reserves the right to request clarification of information submitted and to
request additional information of one or more Contractors.

3. The City reserves the right to terminate the contract at its discretion should it be
determined that the services provided do not meet the specifications contained
herein.  The City may terminate this Agreement at any point in the process upon
notice to Contractor sufficient to indicate the City’s desire to do so.  In the case of
such a stoppage, the City agrees to pay Contractor for services rendered to the
time of notice, subject to the contract maximum amount.
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4. Any proposal may be withdrawn up until the date and time set above for the
opening of the proposals.  Any proposals not so withdrawn shall constitute an
irrevocable offer, for a period of ninety (90) days, to provide the services set forth
in the proposal.

5. The cost of preparing and submitting a proposal is the responsibility of the
Contractor and shall not be chargeable in any manner to the City.

6. Payment will be made within thirty (30) days after invoice. Acceptance by the City
is defined as authorization by the designated City representative to this project
that all the criteria requested under the Scope of Work contained herein have
been provided. Invoices are to be rendered each month following the date of
execution of an Agreement with the City.

7. The Contractor will not exceed the timelines established for the completion of this
project.

8. The successful bidder shall enter into and will execute the contract as set forth
and attached as Attachment A.

CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
Each bidder shall provide the following as part of their proposal: 

1. Complete and sign all forms requested for completion within this RFP.
a. Bidder’s Agreement (Attachment B - p. 16)
b. Cost Proposal (Attachment C - p. 17)
c. Iran Sanctions Act Vendor Certification Form (Attachment D - p. 18)
d. Agreement (p. 10 – only if selected by the City).

2. Provide a description of completed projects that demonstrate the firm’s ability
to complete projects of similar scope, size, and purpose, and in a timely
manner, and within budget.

3. Provide a written plan detailing the anticipated timeline for completion of the
tasks set forth in the Scope of Work (p. 9).

4. Provide a description of the firm, including resumes and professional
qualifications of the principals involved in administering the project.

5. Provide a list of sub-contractors and their qualifications, if applicable.

6. Provide three (3) client references from past projects, include current phone
numbers.  At least two (2) of the client references should be for similar
projects.
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7. Provide a project timeline addressing each section within the Scope of Work 
and a description of the overall project approach.  Include a statement that 
the Contractor will be available according to the proposed timeline. 

 
8. The selected Contractor is expected to attend up to six public meetings.  This 

will include two meetings during the award of the contract (one at 7:30 a.m. on 
February 7th and one at 7:30 p.m. on February 12th).  The selected Contractor 
will then meet with the City’s Advisory Parking Committee up to two times 
during the development of their recommendations, they will also have one 
meeting in a workshop format with local stakeholders and then one meeting 
with the City Commission. 

CITY RESPONSIBILITY 
1. The City will provide a designated representative to work with the Contractor to 

coordinate both the City’s and Contractor’s efforts and to inspect and verify any 
work performed by the Contractor. 

 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 
The successful bidder agrees to certain dispute resolution avenues/limitations.  Please 
refer to paragraph 17 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details and 
what is required of the successful bidder. 
   

INSURANCE 
The successful bidder is required to procure and maintain certain types of insurances.  
Please refer to paragraph 12 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

CONTINUATION OF COVERAGE 
The Contractor also agrees to provide all insurance coverages as specified.  Upon 
failure of the Contractor to obtain or maintain such insurance coverage for the term of 
the agreement, the City may, at its option, purchase such coverage and subtract the 
cost of obtaining such coverage from the contract amount.  In obtaining such coverage, 
Birmingham shall have no obligation to procure the most cost effective coverage but 
may contract with any insurer for such coverage. 

 

EXECUTION OF CONTRACT 
The bidder whose proposal is accepted shall be required to execute the contract and to 
furnish all insurance coverages as specified within ten (10) days after receiving notice of 
such acceptance.  Any contract awarded pursuant to any bid shall not be binding upon 
the City until a written contract has been executed by both parties.  Failure or refusal to 
execute the contract shall be considered an abandoned all rights and interest in the 
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award and the contract may be awarded to another.  The successful bidder agrees to 
enter into and will execute the contract as set forth and attached as Attachment A. 
 

INDEMNIFICATION  
The successful bidder agrees to indemnify the City and various associated persons.  
Please refer to paragraph 13 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
The successful bidder is subject to certain conflict of interest requirements/restrictions.  
Please refer to paragraph 14 of the Agreement attached as Attachment A for the details 
and what is required of the successful bidder. 
 

EXAMINATION OF PROPOSAL MATERIALS 
The submission of a proposal shall be deemed a representation and warranty by the 
Contractor that it has investigated all aspects of the RFP, that it is aware of the 
applicable facts pertaining to the RFP process and its procedures and requirements, 
and that it has read and understands the RFP.  Statistical information which may be 
contained in the RFP or any addendum thereto is for informational purposes only. 
 

PROJECT TIMELINE 
The selected Contractor is expected begin services upon award of the contractor and 
have a final report of recommendations provided within 5 months.   The Contractor will 
not exceed the timelines established for the completion of this project. 
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SCOPE OF WORK 
 
This section shall constitute the Scope of Work and the Contractor shall perform the 
following services in accordance with the requirements as defined and noted herein: 
 

1. Project Coordination:  The Contractor shall coordinate with designated City staff 
regarding schedule, deliverables and the scope of work.  The Contractor shall 
attend up to six public meetings. 

 
2. Conduct an Existing Conditions Assessment:  The Contractor shall complete a 

review and analysis of the entire parking system including, but not limited to, its 
rate structures; utilization data; development plans; operational practices and 
strategies; integration among structures, lots and on-street parking; use of 
technologies; signage and wayfinding; and management company services for 
the parking structures.       

 
3. Conduct a Community Outreach Process:  The Contractor shall facilitate a 

stakeholder meeting that is targeted to downtown merchants and businesses.  
The Contractor shall also conduct a community survey on the downtown parking 
system.  The City is open to additional strategies and approaches to enhance 
community engagement at the recommendations of the Contractor. 

 
4. Identify and Evaluate Parking Recommendations:  Upon the completion of the 

Existing Conditions Assessment and Community Outreach Process, the 
Contractor shall conduct the following: 

  
A.  Evaluate the parking system’s rate structures for structure, lot and street 

parking, while considering development plans and long-term capital 
improvements to the system and provide best-practice recommendations 
for enhancement.  As a part of the evaluation, compare rates with other 
cities of similar size, demographics, with vibrant, mixed-use downtowns 
located within the United States.   

 
B. Evaluate the parking system’s utilization data and operations and provide 

best-practice recommendations for enhancement. 
 

C. Evaluate existing regulations, practices and strategies for structures, lots 
and on-street meters individually and for the integration of these areas 
within the existing system and provide best-practice recommendations for 
enhancement.  The Contractor shall provide particular focus to 
management of the current demand for daytime employee parking. 

 
D. Evaluate the use of technologies in the parking system and provide best-

practice recommendations for enhancement.  Particular focus shall be to 
review the capabilities of the new systems recently put in place, including 
Skidata traffic control equipment in the parking structures, and Duncan 
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Liberty Smart Meters on the street, and provide strategies to prioritize the 
best use of these systems.   

 
E. Evaluate signage and wayfinding for the parking system and provide best-

practice recommendations for enhancement, both within the parking 
structures, and on pertinent City streets. 

 
F. Evaluate the service agreement and management practices of the City’s 

current parking structure management company and provide best-practice 
recommendations for enhancement. 

 
H. Provide best management practices and recommendations relative to 

updating the City’s policy of providing electric vehicle charging stations 
within the City, as compared to what other similar cities are doing in this 
area.   

 
G. Provide additional best-practice recommendations for system 
enhancement based on review, input and analysis of the parking system. 

 
5. Presentation of Final Report:  It is expected the consultant shall prepare and 

present the final report to the City 
 

6. This section and referenced documents shall constitute the Scope of Work for 
this project and as such all requirements must be met. 
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ATTACHMENT A - AGREEMENT 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

This AGREEMENT, made this _______day of ____________, 2018, by and 
between CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, having its principal municipal office at 151 Martin 
Street, Birmingham, MI (hereinafter sometimes called "City"), and _____________, Inc., 
having its principal office at _____________________ (hereinafter called "Contractor"), 
provides as follows: 

WITNESSETH: 
WHEREAS, the City of Birmingham, through its Maintenance Department, is 

desirous of having work completed to remove and replace an existing flat roof system at 
the Baldwin Public Library in the City of Birmingham.  

WHEREAS, the City has heretofore advertised for bids for the procurement and 
performance of services required to perform parking consultant services to evaluate 
parking operations, strategies and practices in the City’s Central Business District and 
provide recommendations for improvement, and in connection therewith has prepared a 
request for sealed proposals (“RFP”), which includes certain instructions to bidders, 
specifications, terms and conditions. 

WHEREAS, the Contractor has professional qualifications that meet the project 
requirements and has made a bid in accordance with such request for cost proposals to 
perform parking consultant services to evaluate parking operations, strategies and 
practices in the City’s Central Business District and provide recommendations for 
improvement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the respective agreements and 
undertakings herein contained, the parties agree as follows: 

1. It is mutually agreed by and between the parties that the documents consisting of
the Request for Proposal to perform parking consultant services to evaluate parking 
operations, strategies and practices in the City’s Central Business District and provide 
recommendations for improvement and the Contractor’s cost proposal dated 
_______________, 2018 shall be incorporated herein by reference and shall become a 
part of this Agreement, and shall be binding upon both parties hereto.  If any of the 
documents are in conflict with one another, this Agreement shall take precedence, then 
the RFP.  

2. The City shall pay the Contractor for the performance of this Agreement in an
amount not to exceed __________________, as set forth in the Contractor’s 
____________, 2018 cost proposal. 

3. This Agreement shall commence upon execution by both parties, unless the City
exercises its option to terminate the Agreement in accordance with the Request for 
Proposals. 
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4. The Contractor shall employ personnel of good moral character and fitness in 
performing all services under this Agreement.  
 
5. The Contractor and the City agree that the Contractor is acting as an 
independent Contractor with respect to the Contractor 's role in providing services to the 
City pursuant to this Agreement, and as such, shall be liable for its own actions and 
neither the Contractor nor its employees shall be construed as employees of the City.  
Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed to imply a joint venture or 
partnership and neither party, by virtue of this Agreement, shall have any right, power or 
authority to act or create any obligation, express or implied, on behalf of the other party, 
except as specifically outlined herein.  Neither the City nor the Contractor shall be 
considered or construed to be the agent of the other, nor shall either have the right to 
bind the other in any manner whatsoever, except as specifically provided in this 
Agreement, and this Agreement shall not be construed as a contract of agency.  The 
Contractor shall not be entitled or eligible to participate in any benefits or privileges 
given or extended by the City, or be deemed an employee of the City for purposes of 
federal or state withholding taxes, FICA taxes, unemployment, workers' compensation 
or any other employer contributions on behalf of the City. 
 
6. The Contractor acknowledges that in performing services pursuant to this 
Agreement, certain confidential and/or proprietary information (including, but not limited 
to, internal organization, methodology, personnel and financial information, etc.) may 
become involved.  The Contractor recognizes that unauthorized exposure of such 
confidential or proprietary information could irreparably damage the City.  Therefore, the 
Contractor agrees to use reasonable care to safeguard the confidential and proprietary 
information and to prevent the unauthorized use or disclosure thereof.  The Contractor 
shall inform its employees of the confidential or proprietary nature of such information 
and shall limit access thereto to employees rendering services pursuant to this 
Agreement.  The Contractor further agrees to use such confidential or proprietary 
information only for the purpose of performing services pursuant to this Agreement. 
 
7. This Agreement shall be governed by and performed, interpreted and enforced in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan.  The Contractor agrees to perform all 
services provided for in this Agreement in accordance with and in full compliance with 
all local, state and federal laws and regulations. 
 
8. If any provision of this Agreement is declared invalid, illegal or unenforceable, 
such provision shall be severed from this Agreement and all other provisions shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 
9. This Agreement shall be binding upon the successors and assigns of the parties 
hereto, but no such assignment shall be made by the Contractor without the prior 
written consent of the City.  Any attempt at assignment without prior written consent 
shall be void and of no effect. 
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10. The Contractor agrees that neither it nor its subcontractors will discriminate
against any employee or applicant for employment with respect to hire, tenure, terms, 
conditions or privileges of employment, or a matter directly or indirectly related to 
employment because of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, height, weight or 
marital status.  The Contractor shall inform the City of all claims or suits asserted 
against it by the Contractor’s employees who work pursuant to this Agreement.  The 
Contractor shall provide the City with periodic status reports concerning all such claims 
or suits, at intervals established by the City. 

11. The Contractor shall not commence work under this Agreement until it has, at its
sole expense, obtained the insurance required under this paragraph. All coverages shall 
be with insurance companies licensed and admitted to do business in the State of 
Michigan. All coverages shall be with carriers acceptable to the City of Birmingham. 

12. The Contractor shall maintain during the life of this Agreement the types of
insurance coverage and minimum limits as set forth below: 

A. Workers' Compensation Insurance: Contractor shall procure and maintain during 
the life of this Agreement, Workers' Compensation Insurance, including 
Employers Liability Coverage, in accordance with all applicable statutes of the 
State of Michigan. 

B. Commercial General Liability Insurance: Contractor shall procure and maintain 
during the life of this Agreement, Commercial General Liability Insurance on an 
"Occurrence Basis" with limits of liability not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 
combined single limit, Personal Injury, Bodily Injury and Property Damage. 
Coverage shall include the following extensions: (A) Contractual Liability; (B) 
Products and Completed Operations; (C) Independent Contractors Coverage; (D) 
Broad Form General Liability Extensions or equivalent; (E) Deletion of all 
Explosion, Collapse and Underground (XCU) Exclusions, if applicable. 

C. Motor Vehicle Liability: Contractor shall procure and maintain during the life of 
this Agreement Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance, including all applicable no-fault 
coverages, with limits of liability of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 
combined single limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage. Coverage shall include 
all owned vehicles, all non-owned vehicles, and all hired vehicles.  

D. Additional Insured: Commercial General Liability and Motor Vehicle Liability 
Insurance, as described above, shall include an endorsement stating the 
following shall be Additional Insureds: The City of Birmingham, including all 
elected and appointed officials, all employee and volunteers, all boards, 
commissions and/or authorities and board members, including employees and 
volunteers thereof. This coverage shall be primary to any other coverage that 
may be available to the additional insured, whether any other available coverage 
by primary, contributing or excess. 
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E. Professional Liability: Professional liability insurance with limits of not less than 
$1,000,000 per claim if Contractor will provide service that are customarily 
subject to this type of coverage.  
 

F. Owners Contractors Protective Liability: The Contractor shall procure and 
maintain during the life of this contract, an Owners Contractors Protective 
Liability Policy with limits of liability not less than $3,000,000 per occurrence, 
combined single limit, Personal Injury, Bodily Injury and Property Damage. The 
City of Birmingham shall be “Name Insured” on said coverage. Thirty (30) days 
Notice of Cancellation shall apply to this policy. 
 

G. Cancellation Notice: Workers' Compensation Insurance, Commercial General 
Liability Insurance and Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance (and Professional 
Liability Insurance, if applicable), as described above, shall include an 
endorsement stating the following: "Thirty (30) days Advance Written Notice of 
Cancellation or Non-Renewal, shall be sent to: Finance Director, City of 
Birmingham, PO Box 3001, 151 Martin Street, Birmingham, MI 48012-3001.  
 

H. Proof of Insurance Coverage: Contractor shall provide the City of Birmingham at 
the time the Agreement is returned for execution, Certificates of Insurance and/or 
policies, acceptable to the City of Birmingham, as listed below.  

1) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Workers'  
Compensation Insurance; 

2) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Commercial General 
Liability Insurance;  

3) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Vehicle Liability 
Insurance;  

4) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Professional Liability 
Insurance; 

5) If so requested, Certified Copies of all policies mentioned above will 
be furnished.  

I. Coverage Expiration: If any of the above coverages expire during the term of this 
Agreement, Contractor shall deliver renewal certificates and/or policies to the 
City of Birmingham at least (10) days prior to the expiration date.  
 

J. Maintaining Insurance: Upon failure of the Contractor to obtain or maintain such 
insurance coverage for the term of the Agreement, the City of Birmingham may, 
at its option, purchase such coverage and subtract the cost of obtaining such 
coverage from the Agreement amount. In obtaining such coverage, the City of 
Birmingham shall have no obligation to procure the most cost-effective coverage 
but may contract with any insurer for such coverage. 
  

13. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Contractor and any entity or person for 
whom the Contractor is legally liable, agrees to be responsible for any liability, defend, 
pay on behalf of, indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Birmingham, its elected and 
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appointed officials, employees and volunteers and others working on behalf of the City 
of Birmingham against any and all claims, demands, suits, or loss, including all costs 
and reasonable attorney fees connected therewith, and for any damages which may be 
asserted, claimed or recovered against or from and the City of Birmingham, its elected 
and appointed officials, employees, volunteers or others working on behalf of the City of 
Birmingham, by reason of personal injury, including bodily injury and death and/or 
property damage, including loss of use thereof, which arises out of or is in any way 
connected or associated with this Agreement. Such responsibility shall not be construed 
as liability for damage caused by or resulting from the sole act or omission of its elected 
or appointed officials, employees, volunteers or others working on behalf of the City of 
Birmingham. 
 
14. If, after the effective date of this Agreement, any official of the City, or spouse, 
child, parent or in-law of such official or employee shall become directly or indirectly 
interested in this Agreement or the affairs of the Contractor, the City shall have the right 
to terminate this Agreement without further liability to the Contractor if the 
disqualification has not been removed within thirty (30) days after the City has given the 
Contractor notice of the disqualifying interest.  Ownership of less than one percent (1%) 
of the stock or other equity interest in a corporation or partnership shall not be a 
disqualifying interest.  Employment shall be a disqualifying interest. 

15. If Contractor fails to perform its obligations hereunder, the City may take any and 
all remedial actions provided by the general specifications or otherwise permitted by 
law. 
 
16. All notices required to be sent pursuant to this Agreement shall be mailed to the 
following addresses:  
   

City of Birmingham  
  Attn: Paul O’Meara   
 151 Martin Street  
 Birmingham, MI 48009 

248.530.1836 

CONTRACTOR 
(Insert Contractor Information) 

 
17. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement, or the 
breach thereof, shall be settled either by commencement of a suit in Oakland County 
Circuit Court, the 48th District Court or by arbitration. If both parties elect to have the 
dispute resolved by arbitration, it shall be settled pursuant to Chapter 50 of the Revised 
Judicature Act for the State of Michigan and administered by the American Arbitration 
Association with one arbitrator being used, or three arbitrators in the event any party’s 
claim exceeds $1,000,000. Each party shall bear its own costs and expenses and an 
equal share of the arbitrator’s and administrative fees of arbitration. Such arbitration 
shall qualify as statutory arbitration pursuant to MCL§600.5001 et. seq., and the 
Oakland County Circuit Court or any court having jurisdiction shall render judgment 
upon the award of the arbitrator made pursuant to this Agreement. The laws of the State 
of Michigan shall govern this Agreement, and the arbitration shall take place in Oakland 
County, Michigan.   In the event that the parties elect not to have the matter in dispute 
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arbitrated, any dispute between the parties may be resolved by the filing of a suit in the 
Oakland County Circuit Court or the 48th District Court.  

18. FAIR PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITY:  Procurement for the City of
Birmingham will be handled in a manner providing fair opportunity for all businesses. 
This will be accomplished without abrogation or sacrifice of quality and as determined to 
be in the best interest of the City of Birmingham. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties have caused this Agreement to be 
executed as of the date and year above written. 

WITNESSES: CONTRACTOR 

_______________________________ By:_____________________________ 

Its:  

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 

_______________________________ By:_____________________________ 
Andrew Harris 
Its:  Mayor 

_______________________________ By:_____________________________ 

   Cherilynn Mynsberge 
 Its:  City Clerk 

Approved: 

________________________________ 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 
(Approved as to substance) 

________________________________ 
Timothy J. Currier, City Attorney  
(Approved as to form) 

________________________________ 
Mark Gerber, Director of Finance 
(Approved as to financial obligation) 

________________________________ 
Joseph A. Valentine., City Manager 
(Approved as to substance) 
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ATTACHMENT B - BIDDER’S AGREEMENT 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

 
 
In submitting this proposal, as herein described, the Contractor agrees that: 
 

1. They have carefully examined the specifications, terms and Agreement of 
the Request for Proposal and all other provisions of this document and 
understand the meaning, intent, and requirement of it. 
 
2. They will enter into a written contract and furnish the item or items in the 
time specified in conformance with the specifications and conditions contained 
therein for the price quoted by the proponent on this proposal. 

 
 
  

PREPARED BY  (Print Name) 
 

DATE 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE  

Title E-MAIL ADDRESS 

COMPANY  

ADDRESS PHONE 

NAME OF PARENT COMPANY PHONE 

ADDRESS  
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ATTACHMENT C - COST PROPOSAL 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

 
In order for the bid to be considered valid, this form must be completed in its 
entirety.  The cost for the Scope of Work as stated in the Request for Proposal 
documents shall be a lump sum, as follows: 
 
Attach technical specifications for all proposed materials as outlined in the 
Contractor’s Responsibilities section of the RFP (p. 6) 
 
 

COST PROPOSAL 
ITEM BID AMOUNT 

TOTAL BID AMOUNT $ 

ADDITIONAL BID ITEMS 

 $ 

 $ 

GRANDTOTAL AMOUNT $ 

 
 
 
Firm Name              
 
 
 
Authorized signature__________________________________  Date______________ 
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ATTACHMENT D - IRAN SANCTIONS ACT VENDOR CERTIFICATION FORM 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

 
Pursuant to Michigan Law and the Iran Economic Sanction Act, 2012 PA 517 (“Act”), 
prior to the City accepting any bid or proposal, or entering into any contract for goods or 
services with any prospective Vendor, the Vendor must certify that it is not an “Iran 
Linked Business”, as defined by the Act. 
 
By completing this form, the Vendor certifies that it is not an “Iran Linked Business”, as 
defined by the Act and is in full compliance with all provisions of the Act and is legally 
eligible to submit a bid for consideration by the City. 
 
 
 
  

PREPARED BY (Print Name) 
 

DATE 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE E-MAIL ADDRESS 

TITLE  

COMPANY  

ADDRESS PHONE 

NAME OF PARENT COMPANY PHONE 

ADDRESS  

TAXPAYER I.D.#  
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ATTACHMENT E 
 

MAP OF PARKING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
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ATTACHMENT F 
 

MAP OF PARKING METER TIME LIMITS WITHIN CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
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Parking  
Consultant Services
January 25, 2018

PREPARED BY: 
 NELSON\NYGAARD CONSULTING ASSOCIATES, INC.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH:

MKSK 
DIXON



January 24, 2018

City of Birmingham 
Attn: City Clerk 
151 Martin Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009

RE: Parking Consultant Services

Dear Mr. O’Meara,

On behalf of Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc., I am pleased to submit this proposal to the 
City of Birmingham for Parking Consultant Services. We are excited about the possibility of working 
with Birmingham and are committed to the project’s success.

Nelson\Nygaard sees innovative management of parking supply and demand as an opportunity 
to create livable places. We have pioneered an approach that demystifies the real costs of parking 
and develops strategies for sharing resources, reducing trips, integrating new technology, and 
appropriately pricing parking. Our multimodal skillset also helps us to proactively and flexibly 
respond to the mobility impacts of emerging technologies. Our approach is to find a cost-effective 
blend of solutions specific to local needs. We help communities save money, conserve resources, 
and achieve their larger goals for economic development and improved quality of life.

We have considered the needs of Birmingham and have assembled a team with experience 
developing innovative, cost-effective, and sustainable parking management solutions that are 
responsive to concerns from downtown user groups. Project Manager Tom Brown is our firm’s 
east coast parking and demand management sector leader. He has over a decade of experience 
helping cities large and small ehance the livability of their communities through solving their parking 
challenges. His experience includes leading the Ann Arbor Downtown Parking and TDM Plan and the 
Rivereast Master Plan Parking Policy in Detroit. Tom will be joined by Deputy Project Manager Chris 
Bongorno. Chris has more than 10 years of experience in transportation planning, working primarily 
in the Midwest. Both Tom and Chris live within a short drive from Birmingham. Our firm will be joined 
by MKSK and DIXON, long-standing teaming partners with Nelson\Nygaard, to help balance the 
breadth of local knowledge with leadership in best practices and technical expertise.

We hope you will recognize the strengths of our proposal, staff capabilities, and firm experience as 
indications of our capacity to carry out this project. We submit our proposal in accordance with the 
terms and conditions outlined in the Request for Proposal, and our offer will remain in effect for at 
least ninety (90) days from the date of submittal, January 1, 2018. We have reviewed the proposed 
services agreement provided in Attachment A and find it to be a well drafted and generally 
reasonable basis for negotiation upon selection. In particular, we would like to review with you 
minor modifications to certain contract terms including; allocation of liabilities, insurance provisions, 
ownership of documents and intellectual property and the relationship of scope to schedule and 
compensation. We also acknowledge receipt of Addenda 1 and 2.

If we can provide any additional information about our firm or this proposal, please do not 
hesitate to contact Tom Brown at tbrown@nelsonnygaard.com or 212-242-2434, or me at pjewel@
nelsonnygaard.com or 415-284-1544. I am authorized to negotiate with the Downtown Memphis 
Commission in connection with this effort.

Sincerely,

Paul Jewel  
Managing Director

215 PARk AvENuE SOuTH, 6TH FlOOR    NEW YORk, NY 10003    212-242-2490    FAX 212-242-2549
WWW.NElSONNYGAARD.COM
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Firm Experience
1

We put people first.
Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc. is an internationally 
recognized firm committed to developing transportation systems that 
promote vibrant, sustainable, and accessible communities. Founded by 
two women in 1987, Nelson\Nygaard has grown from its roots in transit 
planning to full-service transportation firm with over 135 people in offices 
across the United States. 

In keeping with the values set by our founders, Nelson\Nygaard puts 
people first. We recognize that transportation is not an end by itself but 
a platform for achieving broader community goals of mobility, equity, 
economic development, and healthy living. Our hands-on, national 
experience informs but doesn’t dictate local solutions. Built on consensus 
and a multimodal approach, our plans are renowned as practical and 
implementable. 
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Transit
Designing and developing  
great transit services for people

Streets and Cities

Balancing the mobility needs of  
everyone to create thriving places

Emerging Mobility
Collaborating on solutions for people  
in a new era of mobility

Mobility Management
Coordinating and enhancing an 
individual’s access to more mobility 
options

Parking and  
Demand Management
Creating livable places with better 
management of parking supply and 
demand

Active Transportation and 
Safety
Making places better for people  
to walk, bike, and gather

Engineering Design  
and Development
Analyzing movement to improve 
connectivity and reduce 
environmental impacts

Paratransit and  
Community Transportation
Achieving service/cost performance 
and ADA compliance for demand-
responsive services

Campus Mobility
Improving mobility choices 
at university, corporate, and 
medical workplaces

Visual Communications and GIS
Improving audience understanding 
and comprehension using spatial 
analysis, cartography, graphic design, 
and branding 

Nelson\Nygaard Specializations 
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Parking and Demand Management
Nelson\Nygaard sees innovative management of parking supply and 
demand as an opportunity to create livable places.

We have pioneered an approach that demystifies the real costs of 
parking and develops strategies for sharing resources, reducing 
trips, integrating new technology, and appropriately pricing parking. 
Our multimodal skillset also helps us to proactively and flexibly 
respond to the mobility impacts of emerging technologies. 

Our approach is to find a cost-effective blend of solutions specific 
to local needs. We challenge perceptions, build consensus, and win 
community support for policies, regulations, and plans that put 
parking needs in the context of desired outcomes. In doing so, we 
help communities save money, conserve resources, and achieve their 
larger goals for economic development and improved quality of life.

MKSK
MKSK brings AICP certified Planners, Urban Designers and 
Landscape Architects together to offer creative planning, design, 
economic and sustainable solutions. MKSK offers multidisciplinary 
professional services through their seven offices in Michigan, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Indiana, and South Carolina. The MKSK team offers a staff 
of 90, including 9 AICP Certified Planners, 34 Licensed Landscape 
Architects, 14 LEED accredited professionals, and environmental 
graphic design/signage and wayfinding specialists. 

By continually evolving planning processes and crafting 
individualized solutions for each community, their planners are 
able to create plans that clearly communicate effective strategies 
and facilitate success. MKSK will assist with the City staff and 
stakeholder engagement process, identification of demand 
generators for public downtown parking, key development sites and 
their impact on downtown parking, criteria and best practices for 
future parking structures. 

Subconsultants

DIXON
With over 27 years of parking and transportation management 
experience, Julie Dixon founded Dixon Resources Unlimited (DIXON) 
with the direct goal of supporting municipal parking programs. They 
consider themselves to be the “Parking Coach” because they offer 
best in class municipal parking solutions across a broad spectrum. 
DIXON has directly supported municipalities throughout the United 
States, developing extensive knowledge and hands-on experience 
with the solicitation, development, deployment, operation, and 
maintenance of solutions ranging from municipal parking programs 
to automated enforcement systems.
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Relevant Experience
Nelson\Nygaard has served hundreds of clients, and we are 
proud of our record of positive relationships with clients, enjoyed 
both during and after completion of project engagements. The 
map above depicts our nationwide experience on parking and 
transporation demand management projects. Some of Nelson\
Nygaard’s most relevant recent projects are highlighted on the 
following pages. For each project, we have included a project 
contact and contact information. 
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Downtown Ann Arbor has long been unique center of sustained Main 
Street/downtown-university charm, where walking dominates local 
traffic, and bikes and buses are popular commute options, within a region 
dominated by auto-based travel and community development. For the 
last three decades, the City’s Downtown Development Authority has 
managed the downtown parking system. From the beginning, the DDA 
managed the system holistically, emphasizing parking as just one compo-
nent of providing access to downtown, coordinating with walk, bike, and 
transit programs to optimize the downtown experience and enhance the 
area’s commercial and residential vibrancy.  

In 2006, Nelson\Nygaard delivered a downtown parking plan to the 
DDA, which identified continued investment in mobility improvements 
and demand-reduction strategies as a central strategy for managing the 
City’s parking system. In the 10 years that followed, the downtown district 
has become a highly sought-after location among residents, businesses, 
and job-seekers. While this is the clearest possible sign of success for the 

original plan, the resulting growth has put increased pressure on the downtown parking system, despite 
plummeting drive-alone travel rates. 

To address the new situation, the DDA contracted Nelson\Nygaard to complete a Downtown Parking & 
TDM study. The primary goal of the study was to ensure downtown’s continued growth, economic expan-
sion, and rising quality of life, with as little new parking as possible. The resulting Parking Management 
Plan provides a comprehensive set of strategies, and an Action Plan, for achieving this goal. key elements 
include expanding on-street rate tiers to redistribute demand and expand availability in the core, shift-
ing meter schedules away from mornings and toward evenings, and formalize a Parking Benefit District 
(capture parking revenue for stakeholder-prioritized improvements). 

ANN ARBOR, MI

ANN ARBOR DOWNTOWN PARKING 
AND TDM STUDY
Recommendations support the downtown’s continued growth, 
economic expansion, and rising quality of life, with as little new 
parking as possible.
PROJECT DURATION

2015–2016

TOTAL BUDGET
$95,000

NELSON\NYGAARD BUDGET
$95,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Ann Arbor Downtown  
Development Authority
150 S. Fifth Avenue, Suite 301
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

CONTACT
Amber Miller, Planner
734-997-1352
amiller@a2dda.org
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The Marquette Downtown Development Authority (DDA) works to 
preserve and strengthen the downtown district by creating a positive 
atmosphere for businesses, residents, visitors, and others through historic 
preservation and economic development projects. As part of this mission, 
it has gradually assumed responsibility for managing the City’s off-street 
parking lots and on-street parking. In 2012, the DDA hired Nelson\
Nygaard to complete a comprehensive evaluation of the current parking 
system, evaluate future needs, and make recommendations for the long-
term for the DDA District. 

Our team began with a significant stakeholder-outreach effort, includ-
ing several focus groups meetings, an online survey, and a dozen field 
intercept surveys. This was coordinated with two series of utilization 
surveys, covering the full system inventory, as well as a qualitative as-
sessment of pedestrian and multimodal access issues and opportunities 
to support a park-once, pedestrian-oriented district. Building upon this 
existing conditions analysis, our team identified near-term improvements, 
and medium- and long-term strategies for maximizing the efficiency 
and economic value of the current parking system, as well as strategic 

supply-expansion opportunities. 

key recommendations included tiered parking rates for core on-street parking spaces, piloting a Parking 
Benefit District approach that will direct all meter profits toward funding improved snow removal, normal-
izing off-street parking fees and regulations, traffic-calming key pedestrian links between DDA lots and 
the waterfront areas, identifying guidelines for evaluating joint-development opportunities for mixed-use 
structured parking development on existing surface lots.

MARQUETTE, MI

MARQUETTE  
DOWNTOWN PARKING PLAN
Our team began with a significant stakeholder-outreach effort, 
including several focus groups meetings, an online survey, and a 
dozen field intercept surveys. 

PROJECT DURATION
2012

TOTAL BUDGET
$50,000

NELSON\NYGAARD BUDGET
$50,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Marquette Downtown Develop-
ment Authority
203 S. Front Street, Suite 1-B
Marquette, MI 49855
http://www.downtownmarquette.
org/index.php

CONTACT
Mona Lang, Executive Director
906-228-9475
mlang@downtownmarquette.org

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM66



Columbus Short North District, located between the Arena District and 
Ohio State university, is one of the hottest development markets in the 
Heartland. The District prides itself as a unique urban neighborhood with 
a rich history, established residential communities, local arts, culture, 
and style that continue to attract local residents, employers, and regular 
visitors. To continue its success as a desirable place to shop, eat, work, and 
live, Short North is addressing the often most contentious issue—parking—
at an opportune time.

In December of 2013, Nelson\Nygaard was hired, along with MkSk, to 
develop a comprehensive approach to parking management, supply and 
provision in the neighborhood. Working with an interdisciplinary team of 
subconsultants, the effort addressed the unique demand generated by 
this regional destination. The management plan addresses the existing 
parking management and governance structure, assesses future parking 
needs through a fiscal analysis, and evaluates potential sites for additional 
parking as well as opportunities to enhance the existing parking technology 
throughout the district. Beyond parking itself, the plan will also create a 

strategic set of multimodal investments that will continue to reduce strain on the District’s parking system.

A key element of the process was robust community engagement. The team sought critical input from the 
Short North Parking Working Group, composed of key stakeholders throughout the district, and built off the 
robust amount of work already done to date. The team led charrette-style workshops where participants 
were able to understand and discuss the study area and findings as well as submit input and comments 
on parking issues in the District. In addition, conversations with key stakeholders to understand the 
perception of parking for various user groups were integral to the plan. These steps were essential not only 
in encouraging participation in the process, but also instilling ownership among participants and developing 
momentum for change.

The team documented existing parking conditions through the district, looked specifically at inventory, 
parking wayfinding signage, and the existing residential permit locations and process. In the spring of 2014, 
the Nelson\Nygaard team used this data to look beyond parking supplies, utilization patterns, and trends 
to land use, but towards potential future development, and citywide parking policy updates that will be 
integral to the planning and future solutions for Short North.

COLUMBUS, OH

SHORT NORTH PARKING STUDY
A key element of the process is robust community engagement and 
seeking critical input from the Short North Parking Working Group.

PROJECT DURATION
2013–2016

TOTAL BUDGET
$250,000

NELSON\NYGAARD BUDGET
$120,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
City of Columbus  
50 W. Gay Street 
Columbus, OH 43224

CONTACT
Randall Bowman
614-645-8290
RJBowman@columbus.gov
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Columbus, Indiana, a city of 44,000 southeast of Indianapolis, 
is home to both internationally renowned architecture and the 
headquarters of Fortune 500 company Cummins, Inc. With new 
developments, a thriving restaurant scene, and several retailers with 
over 100 years in downtown, managing parking for an evolving 
Columbus became critical.

Nelson\Nygaard, in collaboration with Parsons Brinckerhoff, provided 
a detailed analysis of parking supply, policy, and management. We 
crafted a plan that opens up prized parking spaces for customers, 
while still balancing the significant needs of employees. large 
employers were convinced to shrink their permits in the new Jackson 
Street garage. We also developed a policy on accessible parking, 
recommended street and garage circulation changes, and introduced 
transportation demand management concepts.

Completed in late 2013, Columbus is working to implement our 
recommendations, which include revamping the employee permit 
structure, adding on-street parking, and introducing limited pricing in 
the core downtown area.

COLUMBUS, IN

DOWNTOWN PARKING ANALYSIS
We crafted a plan that opens up prized parking spaces for 
customers, while still balancing the significant needs of employees.

PROJECT DURATION
2013

TOTAL BUDGET
$81,000

NELSON\NYGAARD BUDGET
$55,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Columbus Redevelopment  
Commission
123 Washington Street
Columbus, IN 47201

CONTACT
Heather Pope
Redevelopment Director
812-376-2547
hpope@columbus.in.gov

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM88



university Circle may be the most spectacular square mile in the state of 
Ohio. Anchored by major hospitals and universities, university Circle is 
the second largest employment center in the state and is continuing to 
grow. 

The Moving Greater university Circle Transportation & Mobility Plan was 
a three-part study and implementation plan assessing areas of need 
and opportunity in university Circle’s transportation system. The study 
identified short- and long-term strategies for effective transportation 
management. Moving Greater university Circle has four primary 
components: 

1. The District Parking Study focused on understanding and evaluating 
existing and projected supply and demand in the study area and was 
completed in December 2014. Immediate action recommendations 
included increasing non-driving mobility among commuters 
and residents with a comprehensive TDM program coupled with 
improvements to walking, biking, and transit options; optimizing 
a park-once strategy for tourists and day trippers by addressing 
short-term/peak period demand; and offering shoppers and 
diners consistent availability through information and technology 
improvements.

2. The Transportation & Mobility Study focused on understanding and evaluating the comprehensive 
transportation systems, patterns, choices, and challenges that confront people as they travel to, 
through the District. 

3. The Transportation Management Implementation Plan synthesized recommendations from the first 
two components and established a series of short- and long-term goals, metrics, action steps, and 
organizational responsibilities, based on stakeholder feedback.

4. The Circlelink component developed a new transit circulator system to connect the major locations 
throughout the area, including a schedule of service based on daily trip patterns.

CLEVELAND, OH

MOVING GREATER UNIVERSITY CIRCLE 
TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY PLAN
The Moving Greater university Circle Transportation & Mobility Plan 
was a three-part study and implementation plan assessing areas of 
need and opportunity in university Circle’s transportation system. 

PROJECT DURATION
2014–2015

TOTAL BUDGET
$273,036

NELSON\NYGAARD BUDGET
$185,469 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
University Circle, Inc.
10831 Magnolia Drive
Cleveland, OH 44106

CONTACT
Debbie Berry
VP of Planning and Development
216-791-3900
dberry@universitycircle.org
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As the second largest city in Michigan, Grand Rapids is a city of 
neighbors and neighborhoods, supported by a dense street grid and a 
vibrant downtown center. The community has committed to ensuring its 
streets support city growth and economic development by dedicating 
funding to build vital streets, which integrate complete streets and 
green infrastructure. To guide the design of vital streets and tie together 
existing transportation plans, the vital Streets Oversight Commission 
(vSOC) selected Nelson\Nygaard to develop a vital Streets Master Plan. 

Nelson\Nygaard is leading a team to develop a framework for street 
design decisions and design guidelines appropriate to the unique 
needs and context of Grand Rapids. The plan and accompanying street 
typology provide a framework for performance-driven and outcome-
based planning and street design. The vital Streets Master Plan will 
provide the City with a rationale for navigating the inevitable tradeoffs in 
space allocation and operational prioritization and provide a predictable 
process for design development and review.

uniting progressive planning with sound engineering, Nelson\Nygaard 
is developing the vital Streets Master Plan to integrate the many 
disciplines involved in street design: engineering, planning, stormwater 
and ecology, parking and transportation demand management (TDM), 
and market economics. By ensuring city streets support larger city 
systems, Transportation Demand Management, parking management will 
be addressed and incorporated in the larger vital Streets planning effort. 
Nelson\Nygaard is assisting the city’s parking management department 
– Mobile GR - with establishing goals, developing a strategic plan, and 
adopting a short-term implementation action plan.

GRAND RAPIDS, MI

VITAL STREETS MASTER PLAN
The plan and accompanying street typology provide a framework 
for performance-driven and out-come based planning.

PROJECT DURATION
2015–2016

TOTAL BUDGET
$609,832

NN BUDGET
$313,152

FOR MORE INFORMATION
City of Grand Rapids 
1120 Monroe NW 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

CONTACT
Suzanne M. Schulz, AICP
Managing Director of Design, 
Development, and Community 
Engagement
616-456-4100 
sschulz@grcity.us
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Traverse City is a popular tourist destination Spring through Fall with 
a peak summer season, when the population swells from an annual 
15,000 to hundreds of thousands. located on the Grand Traverse 
bay among rolling hills of vineyards with a downtown loaded with 
restaurants and shops, the summer crowds can be quite large and the 
parking and circulation situation can become stressful and hit capac-
ity. The City is also home to large year-round employers and institu-
tions that add to the parking demand. looking for alternative ways to 
better manage the parking and circulation of the city they sought out 
firms to help with a Transportations Demand Management Study. 

Working with Nelson\Nygaard, the team is evaluating options to 
relieve parking strain. This includes evaluation of parking counts, 
meter policies, regulations, and traffic flow.  Public input was 
gathered through on-line surveys, workshops, and focus group 
events.  Working with city staff, local employers, merchants, transit 
providers and residents, our team will devise a plan to help Traverse 
City continue to prosper both during the on and off season.  Rather 
than just an increase to supply, we are exploring demand reduction 
through improved pedestrian and bike networks, transit and parking 
pricing solutions.

TRAVERSE CITY, MI

TRAVERSE CITY DOWNTOWN 
PARKING AND TDM STUDY
MkSk and Nelson\Nygaard developed a framework plan for future 
downtown investment and redevelopment.

PROJECT DURATION
2016–Ongoing

TOTAL BUDGET
$83,000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
City of Traverse City 
400 Boardman Avenue 
Traverse City, MI 49684

CONTACT
Nicole VanNess 
231-947-1120 
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The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) has 
partnered with the City of Detroit to develop a strategy for multi-
modal accessibility and mobility for the downtown area generally 
bounded by the Detroit River, M-10, Martin luther king Jr. Boulevard/
Mack Avenue, and I-375. MkSk is leading a multidisciplinary team 
of local and national experts to assess and enhance access to 
and movement around the downtown for employees, visitors, and 
residents. 

The team is engaging stakeholders and community members 
throughout a holistic planning process that addresses the study area 
as an integrated system. The project is addressing all aspects of 
the downtown transportation system, including: Transit Access and 
Routing, Access Points/Major Barriers, Operational Considerations, 
Transportation Demand Management and Parking Management 
Strategies, Curbside uses, Bike Share Access, Streetscape Design, 
Pedestrian Facilities and Walkability, Bicycle Network Design, Juris-
dictional Transfers, Impacts of New Mobility, and Communications.

DETROIT, MI

DOWNTOWN DETROIT 
MOBILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY PLAN
Moving through downtown Detroit made easy with a new strategic 
plan.

PROJECT DURATION
2017

FOR MORE INFORMATION
City of Detroit

CONTACT
Mark de la Vergne 
Chief of Mobility Innovation 
313-933-1300
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Developed from years of community feedback and visioning of 
Michigan and Grand River avenues, Shaping the Avenue is a partner-
ship between the municipalities of lansing, lansing Township, East 
lansing, Meridian Township, the transit agency and other organiza-
tions. With a Federal Transit Administration TOD Pilot Grant, a 
form-based code was crafted to unify the character of future private 
development and public street design along the Avenue to create a 
more vibrant, pedestrian-friendly and transit-oriented corridor. 

MkSk was part of a multi-firm project team to develop the 
form-based code, street, and streetscape design options. MkSk 
coordinated and facilitated a series of hands-on public workshops 
with a different focus for each community. using an interactive street 
design activity developed by MkSk, community stakeholders and 
the public had the opportunity share their feedback on street design 
options following an orientation on ‘best practices.’ Participants 
could support the illustrated alternatives or build their own street 
design from scratch using streetscape components such as various 
sidewalk designs, protected bike lanes, medians, turn lanes, amenity 
zones, on-street parking, and transit lanes. 

MkSk also assisted with development of form-based code regula-
tions to supplement or replace the current conventional zoning 
ordinance. Once adopted, the form-based code will provide each 
municipality with street design guidelines specifically tailored to the 
vision and needs of each community, while unifying the look and 
feel of future development along the Avenue from the state capitol 
through East lansing to the Meridian Mall for years to come.

LANSING, MI

SHAPING THE AVENUE
Interactive streetscape design helps shape one of the state’s most 
iconic avenues.

PROJECT DURATION
2017

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Capital Area Transportation 
Authority (CATA)

CONTACT
Bradley Funkhouser 
Deputy CEO 
517-394-1100
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DIXON was retained by the City of Palo Alto to provide a downtown 
parking management study. The project was split into two phases; 
the first was an analysis of existing parking conditions and the second 
phase involved a variety of paid parking recommendations including 
permit parking and the introduction of on street metered infrastruc-
ture.

DIXON collected data between May 2016 and October 2016. The data 
collection included occupancy studies for all on-street and off-street 
locations (6 garages and 12 surface lots) within the downtown study 
area. DIXON utilized our mobile license Plate Recognition (lPR) unit 
to capture license plates of all parked vehicles at certain times of the 

day for specified days of the week. For Palo Alto, this information was analyzed to provide a summary of 
existing parking occupancy and turnover, including a series of heat maps. 

DIXON also conducted a series of in-person intercept surveys. Residents and business owners were asked 
a series of questions designed to capture parking habits of parking patrons visiting the downtown area. 
Throughout the project, DIXON also conducted on-site stakeholder meetings with City staff, residents, 
business owners and downtown employees. These stakeholder meetings were designed to not only 
inform stakeholders of the project objectives and provide project updates, but to gather general themes 
and concerns of parking within the project study area. 

We finalized our recommendations for the feasibility of implementing paid parking for downtown Palo 
Alto. Our recommendations include the feasibility of tiered parking prices based on proximity to Down-
town, an evaluation into increasing existing permit fees, addressing availability of short-term parking 
permits, leasing of private parking spaces during off-peak hours, and parking cash-out programs. We 
presented our findings and discussed potential strategies with the City Council and the City’s Planning 
& Transportation Commission.  The City has recently retained DIXON to support the implementation 
of these recommendations including specification development and soliciting vendor technologies to 
support the City’s parking needs. 

PALO ALTO, CA

DOWNTOWN PARKING STUDY
The City has recently retained DIXON to support the 
implementation of these recommendations.

PROJECT DURATION
2016–Ongoing

FOR MORE INFORMATION
City of Palo Alto
250 Hamilton Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94301

CONTACT
Joshua Mello 
Chief Transportation Official 
650-329-2520 
Joshuah.Mello@CityofPaloAlto.org
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Park City retained Dixon Resources unlimited (DIXON) in December 
2016, through a formal Request for Proposals (RFP) process to provide 
consulting and project management for the implementation of inte-
grated parking technology services. 

The project has worked with a very aggressive implementation schedule 
to ensure that the new parking solution was operational for the next 
winter season. DIXON worked with the City to develop a proactive 
stakeholder engagement campaign.  While focused on educating and 
informing both the internal and external community, DIXON developed 
the specifications necessary to solicit a comprehensive and integrated 
parking technology system.  The DIXON hands-on approach has allowed 
the City to move forward and focus on their key transportation priorities, 

including reducing traffic congestion and single occupancy vehicle trips.

The Park City engagement has proven DIXON’s agile nature and ability to customize a solution that is 
community specific.  We are working with the City to develop a transportation and parking brand that 
will ensure an easy parking experience with increased information available to guests and residents.  The 
parking technology will be integrated with the transportation demand management (TDM) implementa-
tion and will incorporate a progressive incentive program that encourages the use of alternative transpor-
tation including transit and carpool programs.  After an initial reluctance to the introduction of off-street 
paid parking, the community is engaged and the City Council is supportive.   The concerns about parking 
have been transformed and the stakeholders have embraced the implementation process.  

As the technology is being implemented, DIXON is now focused on developing a rate model that will 
incorporate demand-based pricing, serving both the peak and non-peak seasons.  Additionally, DIXON is 
providing training and development support services with the parking enforcement staff that focuses on 
a parking ambassador (customer service) approach.  

PARK CITY, UT

PARKING TECHNOLOGY CONSULTING 
& PROJECT MANAGEMENT
The Park City operation will be a model for TDM and parking 
solutions.

PROJECT DURATION
2016–Ongoing

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Park City Corporation
1053 Iron Horse Drive 
PO Box 1480 
Park City, UT 84060

CONTACT
Kenzie Coulson 
Manager 
435-615-5371  
mckenzie.coulson@parkcity.com
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Project Team
2

Meet our experts.
In order to meet the needs of the Downtown Memphis Commission, we 
have assembled a team of experts with relevant experience in parking 
management. This section illustrates the experience of our proposed 
consulting team. Our team organization is represented on the following 
page. Brief bios follow, and full resumes can be found in Appendix A.
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Organizational Chart

Brad Strader, Principal
Signage and Wayfinding Lead

Lauren Cardoni, Planner
Signage and Wayfinding

(MKSK)

Thomas Brown, Principal
Project Manager/Principal-in-Charge

Chris Bongorno, Senior Associate
Deputy Project Manager

Julie Dixon, Principal
Operations and Technologies Lead

Jennifer Rentz, Associate
Operations and Technologies

Signage
and Wayfinding

Parking Operations
and Technologies

Stakeholder
Outreach

Kevin Lucas 
Associate

Project Planner
(Nelson\Nygaard)

Lauren Cardoni, 
Planner

Project Planner
(MKSK)

Project 
Planning

Brad Strader, Principal
 Stakeholder Outreach Lead

Lauren Cardoni, Planner
 Stakeholder Outreach

(MKSK)
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CHRIS BONGORNO 
SENIOR ASSOCIATE  
DEPUTY PROJECT MANAGER
Chris Bongorno applies his detail-
oriented and client-focused skill set 
to transportation and community 
planning.
Chris has more than 10 years of professional planning experience, 
working primarily in communities in the midwest. Chris applies his detail-
oriented and client-focused skill set to his extensive work in the fields 
of transportation and community planning, mixed-use and institutional 
development, and place and project management. He is dedicated to the 
communities in which he works and lives, serving multiple non-profit and 
civic roles in both Cleveland and Yellow Springs, Ohio.    

Availability: 40%

THOMAS BROWN, PRINCIPAL  
PRINCIPAL-IN-CHARGE
Thomas Brown works with 
communities of all sizes to ensure that 
parking assets and policies align with 
larger community goals.
Urban parking management has been a special focus during Tom’s 10+ 
years at Nelson\Nygaard. In his experience, nothing undermines the best 
of planning and design efforts as quickly or significantly as failing to get 
the parking right. Getting it right, however, invariably involves negotiating 
challenging and consequential tradeoffs. Years of engaging diverse, 
passionate, and thoughtful stakeholders on all aspects of parking, in a 
wide variety of contexts and opportunity environments, has afforded 
Tom the capacity to offer his clients a clear assessment of best available 
options, the essential pros and cons of each, and a viable path forward 
in serving transportation, growth, and broader community goals and 
objectives.

Availability: 35%

Key Staff
Nelson\Nygaard
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MKSK

BRAD STRADER, AICP, PTP, PRINCIPAL 
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND 
SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING LEAD
Brad Strader advocates linking land 
use with multimodal transportation 
and design to create vibrant places.
Brad has more than 34 years comprehensive experience in a wide variety 
of community planning and transportation planning projects. He has 
applied his expertise in circulation and parking to downtown, district, 
healthcare and institutional campus plans. His expertise working as an on 
going consultant to municipalities allows him to help clients successfully 
navigate the site plan approval process with cities and agencies. Brad is 
a frequent lecturer on planning, zoning, transportation and placemaking 
topics at state, regional and national conferences and training webinars.

Availability: 30%

KEVIN LUCAS, ASSOCIATE
PROJECT PLANNER
Kevin Lucas helps people make 
informed decisions.
Kevin Lucas has over three years of experience in multi-modal 
transportation planning. He specializes in transportation research 
and policy, and has project experience in data collection and analysis, 
spatial analysis, and policy evaluation and formulation across multiple 
transportation sectors. Further, Kevin excels at bridging the divide 
between the practice and the public, and has produced graphics, maps, 
and documents to communicate quantitative, qualitative, and spatial 
data to stakeholders of all types, and has led and participated in public 
engagement activates across the nation.

Availability: 35%
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LAUREN CARDONI, ASSOCIATE 
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH AND 
SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING
Lauren Cardoni combines experience 
in advocacy and outreach to help 
communities build consensus around 
their transportation futures.
Lauren has a history of working on projects of various scales, managing 
multi-disciplinary teams to develop solutions unique to each place. She 
draws from a background in urban design, transportation planning, and 
landscape architecture to translate conceptual ideas and technical data 
into compelling and relatable materials. Prior to joining MKSK Lauren 
worked in transportation planning on a national level, gaining experience 
working with communities of all different sizes and contexts and helping 
them to create more sustainable transportation systems.

Availability: 35%

JULIE DIXON, PRINCIPAL 
PARKING OPERATIONS  
AND TECHNOLGIES
Julie Dixon helps define and 
recommend parking and transportation 
technology roadmaps for the 
municipalities.
Julie Dixon is the President and Founder of Dixon Resources Unlimited, a 
woman-owned business, focused on providing parking consulting services 
to municipalities.  With over 26 years of experience in parking and 
transportation management, Julie built her firm to provide ‘best in class’ 
municipal parking solutions across a broad spectrum of areas including 
operations management, technology, customer service, enforcement, 
citation processing, field maintenance, financial reporting, procurement 
and integrated solutions. Since its inception in 2012, DIXON has garnered 
an impressive client list.  

Availability: 30%

DIXON
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Scope  
of Work

3
Our approach will be comprehensive, 
collaborative, and creative.
Our team is uniquely qualified to undertake this analysis of parking 
conditions in Birmingham. We have extensive experience working in all 
types of communities and understand the delicate tradeoffs between 
the various users of the street and public realm. The following section 
summarizes our approach to the tasks outlined in the scope of services 
and the proposed work products.
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Nelson\Nygaard has assembled a team that 
is uniquely qualified to provide the parking 
consulting services desired by the City of 
Birmingham. We are well-positioned to evaluate 
parking operations, strategies, and practices and 
to provide recommendations for improvement 
and optimization in the City’s Central Business 
District. Nelson\Nygaard and our partners have 
extensive experience working in communities 
of all sizes across the United States, and we 
understand the delicate tradeoffs between 
the various users of a city’s transportation 
and parking network. We have designed our 
proposal to create comprehensive strategies 
that effectively balance the needs of many user 
groups, improve the overall parking experience, 
and provide financially sustainable solutions to 
Birmingham’s parking challenges. Our approach 
to this project will be defined by the following 
core tenets:

• Parking is just one piece of the 
transportation system. Our parking analysis 
emphasizes the relationship between parking 
and greater network of transit, biking, and 
walking. We help our clients develop defined 
strategies to ensure that the parking system 
supports, and is supported by, other modes. 

• We are technically rigorous, but understand 
that project success goes beyond data. 
Our scope of work includes a detailed 
methodology to collect, analyze, and 
document parking inventory and demand. 
However, we know from experience that a 
city’s parking challenges go beyond numbers 
and are driven by perception and individual 
experience. Our methodology, therefore, 
uses data analysis to generate meaningful 
interpretation and problem solving in this 
complex environment. 

• We offer a fresh and innovative perspective. 
Our team will bring a new perspective to 
Birmingham’s parking issues. We will build 
upon the good work that you have already 
done and add our collective expertise to new 
solutions, as we have done in cities across the 
country, from San Francisco and Boston, to 
Ann Arbor and Fayetteville, helping each to 
rethink how they provide and manage their 
parking.

• We build consensus among many 
stakeholders. There are many stakeholders 
who play an important role in Birmingham’s 
CBD access and parking network. We will 
engage in meaningful dialogue with these 
stakeholders to identify the challenges, 
opportunities, and common ground that is 
needed for successful implementation. 

• We provide a user-friendly project and 
deliverables. Discussion of parking operations 
and solutions can be heavily technical and 
difficult to interpret. Our experience with 
innovative and thoughtful engagement 
tools and methods, coupled with easy-to-
understand materials, enables us to make 
parking an approachable topic for the 
community and decision makers.

Our approach will focus on gaining a clear 
understanding of Birmingham’s parking issues 
and developing innovative, cost-effective, and 
sustainable solutions that are responsive to the 
needs of all CBD stakeholders. As stated above, 
we consider parking to be one a part of an 
integrated transportation system that serves as a 
means to accessing and supporting the day-to-
day function of vibrant places. It is not an end in 
itself. With this in mind, we will pursue a balanced 
approach to the Birmingham CBD’s many needs 
and priorities in order to nsure that the City’s 
access and parking network not only serves as 
many types of users as possible, but that it serves 
them well. 

Overview and Approach

We will engage in meaningful dialogue with 
stakeholders to identify the challenges, 
opportunities, and common ground that is 
needed for successful implementation. 
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Project 
Understanding
Birmingham has positioned its Central Business 
District well to attract investment in a highly 
competitive environment. The City has prioritized 
good design, smart use of land, and efficient 
coordination of infrastructure investments and the 
results are readily apparent. As development of 
the City’s downtown core continues at a healthy 
pace, it is critical that these resources—including 
an effective parking network—are continually 
evaluated for optimal utility. Birmingham is wise 
to stay ahead of the curve in this regard, and 
we believe that the team we have assembled is 
ideally suited to evaluate the existing system and 
create a plan that will guide the City’s parking 
services and investments into the future. 

In Traverse City, MI, Nelson\Nygaard and 
MKSK’s analysis included parking counts, meter 
policies, regulations, and traffic flow, and 
recommendations explored demand reduction 
through improved pedestrian and bike networks, 
transit, and parking pricing solutions. This map 
depicts on- and off-street regulations.
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We understand that the City’s parking system 
consists roughly 4,840 publicly-owned spaces, 
of which 3,580 are contained in 5 public parking 
structures, 1,070 are metered, on-street, and 
190 are contained in 3 surface parking lots. The 
parking structures are operated by SP+, with 
oversight by the City’s Engineering Department. 
Two private, independently run parking structures 
are also located in the CBD. 

We recognize that the parking system is operated 
as an enterprise fund, which provides for cost 
recovery to cover expenses that benefit the 
system on a long-term basis. These funds are 
used to pay for day-to-day maintenance and 
operation of the parking system, as well as 
capital investments, such as new machinery 
and equipment. Recent upgrades to system 
infrastructure include new traffic control 
equipment and smart meters throughout the CBD, 
which provide more payment options, real-time 
information, and operational efficiencies for both 
users and the City.

As demand for parking in the CBD has increased 
in recent years, the City has responded by 
coordinating additional services, including 
multiple valet options, temporary lease of 
additional facilities, and provision of real-time 
information to the public. The City has also 
adjusted permit and meter rates and established 
an Ad Hoc Parking Study Committee in 
2015 to continually review the system and 
recommend improvements and adjustments. 
An Advisory Parking Committee also meets 
regularly to address parking issues and make 
recommendations to the City Commission.

“We understand and are well-equipped to 
support the City’s goal to ensure the parking 
system is being operated, managed, and 
developed in accordance with professional and 
technological best practices.”

We understand and are well-equipped to support 
the City’s goal to ensure the parking system is 
being operated, managed, and developed in 
accordance with professional and technological 
best practices. We recognize that the planning 
process will incorporate input from a variety 
of community stakeholders, as well as multiple 
City departments. The outcomes below will be 
achieved through the approach highlighted on the 
following pages. The Nelson\Nygaard team will 
deliver:

• A realistic plan for more effective use of 
parking and better management of the 
parking system in Birmingham’s CBD

• Plan findings that are based on credible 
information that can be communicated to the 
public and stakeholders

• Recommendations that will engender a 
parking system that contributes to a positive 
image of the City

• Recommendations that will support a parking 
system that deploys the latest technology to 
improve the user experience, while sustaining 
revenue to cover operations, ongoing capital 
improvements, and system growth
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Scope of Work
The Nelson\Nygaard team’s approach to the 
desired scope of services, as outlined in the RFP, 
draws upon our understanding of best practices 
in parking management and technologies from 
around the United States to develop proven 
solutions that work. Nelson\Nygaard’s long-
standing working relationships with MKSK and 
Dixon will help provide balance across each 
deliverable with local knowledge and leadership 
in best practices and technical expertise. We 
have partnered successfully on transportation 
and parking plans in cities as close as to home as 
Detroit and Monroe, MI, as well as on projects in 
nearby Ohio cities and as far afield as Anaheim 
and San Francisco, CA.  

In the following sections, we have elaborated 
on the phases as listed in the RFP and included 
product examples from parking studies we have 
recently completed. The proposed tasks are listed 
with all proposed deliverables and estimated 
timelines, though the precise timeline (five 
months) that the City envisions for the overall 
study may mean that tasks overlap and follow a 
more flexible schedule. Our approach is based on 
our experience with this type of work. However, 
if selected, our first task would be to refine and 
confirm the scope, schedule, the study area, and 
facilities to be included in the study.

Unless otherwise requested by the City, we 
propose to provide all interim work products in 
PDF format. We will produce a single draft of all 
deliverables and will incorporate feedback into 
a final version of each memorandum based on 
a single set of non-conflicting comments. All 
electronic files created, such as maps, datasets 
and inventories, will be provided to the City of 
Birmingham at the end of the project.

TASK 1 PROJECT INTIATION 
  & COORDINATION 

1.A Kickoff Meeting

Our team will convene a kickoff meeting with 
City staff, including any advisory committee 
representatives they select, to confirm project 
goals and refine the proposed work plan and 
schedule. This meeting will also provide an 
opportunity to identify available data relevant to 
the project, including parking and transportation 
network information, supply and utilization data, 
development plans, etc. This meeting will allow 
the team to review existing policies and practices, 
operating relationships, and perceived challenges 
and opportunities, as identified by the City and 
their partners. More broadly speaking, our team 
will also seek to identify: 

• What is your vision for the future of the CBD?

• How does the parking system specifically 
support or detract from that vision? 

• What are the strengths and weaknesses of the 
current parking system? 

• How would you define project success?

• What tensions exist between different user 
groups and their needs/goals?

• What does Birmingham want its CBD to look 
like in three, five, and ten years?

The team will also use this visit to meet with 
key stakeholders, as identified by the City, that 
will enable us to proceed swiftly with Task 2 – 
Existing Conditions Assessment. The trip will also 
include introductory field work, meant primarily 
to familiarize the team with the study area and 
conditions.
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1.B  Bi-Weekly Project Coordination 
Meetings

Our project manager, Tom Brown, will provide 
oversight throughout the duration of the project 
and guarantee that the City and project team 
receive a quality product by assuring that:

• The scope of work is produced, mutually 
agreed upon, and adhered to

• The team is regularly informed of project 
status and is an active partner in project 
execution 

• Meeting materials and all deliverables are of 
the highest quality

Tom will host bi-weekly conference calls with 
the City and consultant team to provide ongoing 
project updates, review project deliverables, and 
troubleshoot any project issues.

Meetings:  

• Project Kickoff Meeting
• Bi-Weekly Project Coordination 

Deliverables:  

• Final Project Scope & Timeline
• Meeting & Call Notes

TASK 2 EXISTING  
  CONDITIONS  
  ASSESSMENT 

2.A Review of Planning Context 

Parking is invariably a persistent topic of 
conversation in thriving downtowns, and a 
common focus of local thinking, planning, and 
study. Parking also affects and is affected by a 
broad range of community policies, goals, and 
practices. This task will begin with a review of 
this context. This will allow our team to better 
understand the context of this study and to 
learn from previous efforts to address parking 
challenges.

The team will work with City staff and 
stakeholders to identify, assemble, and review 
all relevant and available data, reports, and 
studies related to parking and transportation 
programs in Birmingham. A data collection plan 
will be assembled, outlining the requisite inputs, 
including, but not limited to:

• Recent studies, reports, and plans that 
provide context for efforts that were recently 
undertaken, are still active, or are on the 
near horizon. These can be directly related 
to parking or are considered to inform the 
parking context in the CBD.

• Travel and demographic data, focusing 
on travel mode, vehicle ownership rates, 
employment, and housing density in the study 
area.

• Parking data: supply and utilization data for 
publicly and privately owned lots, garages 
and on-street spaces.

• Parking management practices: operator 
agreements, enforcement protocols, revenues 
and expenses, technology framework, permit 
information, specialized parking arrangements 
(i.e., event, valet, resident permit parking, 
etc.), and parking signage location inventory 
and locations.

• Transportation network: Bicycle facilities 
and parking, transit data and ridership, 
expected traffic reconfigurations, and existing 
transportation demand management (TDM) 
programs. 

Recent studies, reports, and plans provide 
context for efforts that were recently 
undertaken, are still active, or are on the near 
horizon.
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• Land use and development data: Existing 
land uses and gross square footage of 
buildings, as well as information on recent and 
expected development projects.

• Zoning policies, especially as it relates to 
parking minimums/maximums and language 
related to shared parking.

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
files: a specific list of GIS shapefiles will be 
requested.

2.B Parking Supply

Our team will build on existing documented 
parking inventory from the City to create a 
comprehensive, mapped, and easy to manipulate 
parking inventory for the study area. We will 
utilize GIS and any available publicly available 
datasets, supplementing them with aerial 
images, existing land use information, and 
field observations. The team will use ArcGIS’s 
Collector App to close data gaps, as necessary, 
to document the Study Area’s on- and off-street 
parking supply and locations. 

We will compile a complete inventory of public and private parking spaces within the study area. The map above 
depicts parking supply from the Marquette Downtown Parking Study.
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Upon completion of this subtask, the team will 
have compiled a complete inventory of public and 
private parking spaces within the study area. This 
will include, at a minimum:

• Type of space: surface lot, parking structure, 
on-street spaces

• Regulation (time limited, metered and time 
limited, permit, customer-only, etc.)

• Number of spaces/parking supply by each 
facility/block face with ownership (public or 
private)

• Potential use (available to the general 
public or restricted for a special use/limited 
population)

• Number of handicapped spaces by facility/
block face

• Enforcement period for all appropriate 
facilities/block faces, special use restrictions 
& price

2.C Parking Demand

Our team will review the City’s utilization data, 
complemented as necessary by field counts using 
the GIS Collector App to assess key demand/
supply conditions for all parking identified in 
Task 2.C. This data will be assessed with the 
inventory data to generate utilization findings to 
be organized and presented in clear and concise 
text, tables, and maps to provide an accurate 
measure of current supply/demand balance when 
constraints are most common.

2.D Rate Structures

Our team will evaluate the Birmingham parking 
system’s rate structures across its garage, lot, 
and on-street parking supply and will explore a 
variety of pricing strategies to be considered by 
the City. These include employee parking pricing, 
unbundling residential parking costs, parking 
cash out, leasing of private spaces, graduated 
parking rates, and on-street meter rates. The 
evaluation will include a rate comparison overview 
with cities of similar size, demographics, and 
downtown contexts. The team will incorporate 
the context of development plans and long-term 
capital improvements that have been identified 
by the City and their partners during the Existing 
Conditions Assessment. 

Parking patterns by time period (on-street only) for the Washington, DC, Business Improvement District Parking Study
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2.E Regulations, Practices, and Strategies

Our team will evaluate existing regulations, 
practices and strategies, as identified by City 
staff and project stakeholders, with a particular 
focus on daytime employee parking dynamics. 
The evaluation will include a thorough look at 
zoning regulations, shared parking arrangements, 
valet service, curbside management, demand 
management practices, and other strategies that 
can contribute to optimal use of the parking 
system’s lots, garages and on-street supply. 
Demand management strategies are often 
overlooked within parking system evaluations, 
but they may offer significant opportunities 
to make the most of existing resources, while 
simultaneously reducing overall demand and 
supporting Birmingham’s continued growth 
and vitality. This is especially true in the case of 
workforce parking challenges. 

2.F Technology Deployment

Parking technology can vastly improve the 
efficient management, operation, and utility of 
a successful parking system. However, if it is 
not applied wisely, it can cause more harm than 
good and can be one of the biggest headaches 
in an underperforming system, both for owners/
operators and users. Our team will evaluate the 
use of parking technologies in Birmingham’s 
parking system, with a particular focus on systems 
that have recently been put in place. We will 
evaluate Skidata traffic control equipment in 
Birmingham’s parking structures and Duncan 
Liberty Smart Meters on-street and will provide 
strategies to prioritize the best use of these 
systems for the City and its partners. 

2.G Signage and Wayfinding

Parking signage, including wayfinding for both 
drivers and pedestrians, is especially important 
to the successful use of a parking system. Our 
team, led by MKSK on this subtask, will document 
and evaluate existing signage and wayfinding 
in order to decipher strengths and deficiencies, 
both in the public realm and within the parking 
facilities themselves. We will focus our planning 
level analysis on key characteristics of an effective 
system, including location, accuracy, clarity, and 
(if appropriate) enforceability. 

2.H Service Agreements & Operational 
Practices

The complexities of operating parking facilities 
are often best handled by a third-party manager. 
Effective contracts and management agreements 
can significantly impact the ability of a facility 
owner to get the service they need from these 
relationships. Our team, led by Dixon for this 
subtask, will conduct a thorough review of current 
operations agreements, including evaluation of 
the company’s original proposal and services 
contract to validate performance. Our team’s 
experience with operations & management best 
practices will be of particular importance in 
this area. Input from City officials responsible 
for coordination with the contractor will be 
sought and interviews with the contractor will 
be conducted, as appropriate. This feedback will 
provide the necessary foundation to develop 
recommendations for long-term operational 
policies and procedures, including enforcement, 
maintenance, revenue reconciliation, and 
development of performance measures.

2.I Management Practices for Electric 
Vehicles

As ownership of electric vehicles continues to 
rise, the City’s approach to EV charging stations 
will be an important factor in supporting local 
adoption and accommodation of EV drivers who 
live, work, or visit Birmingham’s CBD. Nelson\
Nygaard’s expertise in municipal approaches 
to EV charging infrastructure will be utilized to 
review and evaluate Birmingham’s existing policy 
and conditions. 

Deliverables: 

• Existing Conditions Report – Key Findings, 
Organized by Sub-Task, in Text, Graphics & 
Maps
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TASK 3 COMMUNITY  
  ENGAGEMENT

3.A Community Survey 

In addition to recurring coordination meetings 
and two meetings with the City’s Parking Advisory 
Committee, the team will conduct a community 
survey and facilitate a stakeholder meeting. 
We propose that this meeting take place in the 
afternoon, followed by a public session that same 
evening. The community survey will enable us to 
introduce the project to the broader public and 
gather preliminary information from stakeholders 
on their concerns with the downtown parking 
system. We recognize that parking utilization data 
alone does not tell the whole story of the parking 
situation. Hearing from residents, employees, 
customers, visitors, commuters, and others on the 
day-to-day and seasonal issues helps to paint a 
more complete picture. 

To gain a better understanding of the way parking 
is used in downtown Birmingham, we propose 
a short online user survey, accessible from the 
City’s website, local newspapers, email lists, social 
media outlets, and other sources as identified 
by the City and its partners. The survey will 
address end-user issues, such as demographic 
information, parking location preference, distance 
traveled, purpose of visit, perception of parking 
costs and price sensitivity, and awareness of 
alternate parking locations or mode choices. 
Assuming that the majority of respondents will 
participate electronically, we will plan to use the 
Survey Monkey tool. Provisions will be made with 
the City to maximize publicity and participation, 
as well as to coordinate any direct distribution 
of surveys to stakeholders. Based on our team’s 
experience on several other projects with the City, 
we propose spending a day going door to door 
to discuss parking and hand out invitations to the 
website and public session.

Hearing from residents, employees, customers, visitors, commuters, and others on the day-to-day and seasonal issues 
helps to paint a more complete picture. 
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3.B Focus Group Discussions

Conduct a day-of focus group discussions 
to seek input on parking issues from key 
stakeholder groups. Focused discussions with key 
stakeholder groups provide material to deepen 
the team’s understanding of critical parking 
issues and opportunities. The dialogue-based 
approach of these interviews also provides a 
unique opportunity to further explore issues and 
opportunities, and thus further refine a common 
understanding of improvement challenges and 
opportunities. 

The final set of groups will be identified at or prior 
to the kickoff meeting, but are likely to include 
business owners and employees, downtown and 
citywide residents, developers and property 
owners, and any advocacy organizations focused 
on downtown, transportation, sustainability, etc.    

Deliverables:  

• Technical Memorandum: Community 
Engagement Findings Summary

• Technical Memorandum: Key Issues & 
Opportunities Summary (Based on Task 2 and 
3 Findings)

Sample community survey chart of satisfaction with downtown parking experience   

Sample survey of employees and customers 
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TASK 4 STRATEGY  
  DEVELOPMENT

4.A Best Practices Survey

A survey of best practices will be compiled to 
address the findings outlined in the Key Issues & 
Opportunities technical memo. These practices 
will be selected from case study resources, 
compiled through our national practice in 
completing downtown and urban parking 
management studies, and carefully selected for 
relevance to Birmingham’s CBD and parking 
system. The survey will cover all aspects of 
the Existing Conditions Assessment, as well as 
additional issues and opportunities that arise 
through the community engagement process. 

Deliverables: 

• Technical Memorandum: Best Practices Survey 

4.B Capacity-Expansion Strategies

Our team will identify opportunities to create 
additional public parking supply. In past, 
comparable studies, this has included the 
following. 

• Adding on-street spaces, including 
recapturing spaces from superfluous curb 
cuts, as well as any opportunities to convert 
to angled parking spaces

• Converting existing surface facilities to 
structured parking

• Joint development opportunities

• Developing zoning strategies to provide 
opportunities for private development to fund 
public-parking expansion

We will work with City staff to assess the viability 
of each option based on relative feasibility, 
estimates of how much new parking could be 
created/acquired, relative cost per new space 
gained, and timeline for implementation. 

Excess curb cut map from the Traverse City Downtown Parking Study showing redundant curb cuts (grey bars) and  
estimated lost on-street capacities (grey circles)     
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A more cost-effective, short-term strategy for 
expanding parking opportunities may be to 
create more “effective capacity” among existing 
facilities. Our team will assess opportunities to 
make existing spaces more effective, including the 
following:

• Public Valet, which operates independent 
of any particular downtown destination to 
greatly expand the capacity of curbside 
spaces and improve utilization of off-street 
facilities

• Shared parking arrangements with and 
between private-facility owners/managers, 
particularly during evenings, weekends

• Adjusting curbside regulations to make more 
spaces more viable for more users, including 
“time of day” strategies that seek to reduce 
peak overlaps between competing curbside 
functions

4.C Demand Management/Reduction 

Our team will identify opportunities to manage 
demand to make the most use of existing 
resources and reduce overall parking demand, 
while supporting continued economic growth 
and civic vitality. Recommended strategies will 
be based on best practices that have reduced 
parking demand—and made parking more 
consistently accessible—in comparable locations.

Of particular focus will be opportunities to 
improve access to short-term parking options 
in commercial and mixed-use areas, including 
access to “front door” curbside spaces when 
demand is highest, and improving the process 
of finding available alternatives when availability 
is constrained. This is likely to be approached 
through a combination of demand-management 
strategies, such as “tiered” pricing, to redistribute 
parking demand more evenly across on- and 
off-street options, and information design and 
technology solutions to reduce the need to “hunt” 
for available spaces. 

Our team will also assess opportunities to 
reduce parking demand, by improving means of 
accessing the area by foot, bike, transit, and other 
driving alternatives. Our experience has shown 
that, in most communities, there are small but 
significant segments of the population that are 
interested in these options, and may need just a 
few, tactical improvements, such as bike parking, 
rideshare assistance, or transit discounts, to shift 
away from driving and parking. Where this has 
been true, these improvements are much less 
costly than parking construction, and can offer 
significant co-benefits such as more active local 
sidewalks, better transit service, and safer streets. 

4.D Operations and Technology 

Our team will outlinine key best practices for 
urban parking management to complement and 
optimize individual strategies, with a particularly 
focus on increasing the efficiencies and benefits 
of existing public parking resources. These 
strategies will focus on right-fit operational best 
practices and technological resources that can 
create a better parking experience in downtown 
Birmingham, while optimizing the effectiveness 
and capacity of existing parking (and curbside 
loading) supplies.

Deliverables:  

• Technical Memorandum: Potential Strategies 
Overview

Early morning loading zones transition to  
afternoon and evening parking to expand curb 
capacities.
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TASK 5 PRESENTATION OF 
  FINAL REPORT
Our team will work with Birmingham to review the 
strategies developed in Task 4 and synthesize final 
recommendations, backed by task deliverables, 
into a cohesive, practicable and effective set of 
recommendations that can be put into use by City 
officials, their partners and other stakeholders in 
the CBD. The recommendations and strategies 
that we present will represent a realistic, 
ambitious and sustainable road map to guide 
the City as it addresses current and projected 
parking and travel demand, while simultaneously 
enhancing downtown mobility and supporting 
economic growth.

The recommendations and strategies will be 
shared with the Advisory Parking Committee 
as part of the second meeting with that group. 
Feedback will be incorporated into a draft Final 
Report, which will be delivered to the City and 
revised based on a single set of consolidated 
comments. Once completed and approved, 
the Final Report will be presented to the City 
Commission for final approval. 

Deliverables:  

• Draft and Final Report

Presentation:  

• Presentation to the City Commission  

BRIEFING BOOK

P

      DOWN
AUSTIN
  PARKING STRATEGY

TOWN

We produce highly graphic final reports that are 
accessible to a wide audience.
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Project Schedule

Task Description 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30
1 Project Initiation and Coordination

1.1 Kickoff Meeting and Coordination Calls M M M M M M M M M M
2 Existing Conditions Assessment

2.1 Review of Planning Context 8 8 8
2.2 Parking Supply 8 8 8 8
2.3 Parking Demand 8 8 8 8
2.4 Rate Structures 8 8 8
2.5 Regulations, Practices, and Strategies 8 8 8
2.6 Technology Development 8 8 8
2.7 Signage and Wayfinding 8 8 8
2.8 Service Agreements and Operational Practices 8 8 8
2.9 Management Practices for Electric Vehicles 8 8 8
3 Community Engagement Process

3.1 Community Survey 8 8 8 8
3.2 Focus Group Discussions 8 8
4 Strategy Development

4.1 Best Practices Survey 8 8
4.2 Capacity-Expansion Strategies 8 8
4.3 Demand Management Reduction 8 8
4.4 Operations and Technology 8 8
5 Presentation of Final Report

5.1 Presentation of Final Report 8 8 8

2018
March April May June July
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Thomas M. Brown 
Principal 
 

 

Urban parking management has been a special focus during Tom's 10+ 
years at Nelson\Nygaard.  In his experience, nothing undermines the best 
of planning and design efforts as quickly or significantly as failing to get 
the parking right. Getting it right, however, invariably involves negotiating 
challenging and consequential tradeoffs. Years of engaging diverse, 
passionate, and thoughtful stakeholders on all aspects of parking, in a wide 
variety of contexts and opportunity-environments, has afforded Tom the 
capacity to offer his clients a clear assessment of best-available options, 
the essential pros and cons of each, and a viable path forward in serving 
transportation, growth, and broader community goals and objectives.  

EDUCATION 
M.S.,  Urban Planning, Hunter College, New York, NY, 1991 
B.A ., History, Ohio State University, 2004 

EXPERIENCE 
Nelson\Nygaard Con sulting A ssociates, Inc. 
Pr incipal, 2004–Present  

 Mov in g Un iversity Circle – Pa rking Phase, Un iversity Circle In corporated, Cleveland, OH 
(2014). Lea d the Parking Study phase of this multimodal mobility plan that encompasses sev eral medical, 
edu cational and cultural anchor institutions in Cleveland.  The parking phase identified sev eral 
oppor tunities to gain parking efficiencies a s well a s assuring a dequate supply to meet the neighborhood, 
bu siness, and institutional needs.  By  focusing on a small set of transformation improv ement opportunities,  
th e resulting Parking Ma nagement Plan outlines the first steps in a path toward a coordinated, district-level 
m anagement approach that will make the area easier to access, generate greater walking activity between 
loca l destinations, and prov ide greater mobility opt ions for commuters and residents.  

 Down t own Parking Study, Ma rquette, MI (2012). Completed inventory and utilization surveys to 
determine the sufficiency of on - a nd off-street capacities to meet current and anticipated parking demand. 
Com pleted extensive stakeholder outreach (focus groups, on line survey, intercept surveys). Assessed 
pedestrian mobility networks in support of a park-once management approach, a s w ell a s a review of 
m ultimodal options for reducing ov erall parking demand. Outlined an extensive series of r ecommendations 
for  pr ioritizing on -street parking access, recapturing lost on -street capacity, simplifying regulation of off-
str eet resources, and selecting the most a dvantageous among several joint-development opportunities to 
conv ert surface parking into mixed-use parking structures. 

 Down t own Parking Study, Metuchen, NJ (2013–2014). Project Manager, led a  parking study 
focu sed on g reater management coordination between modest curbside parking resources and ~1 ,500 off-
str eet spaces, which have historically been focused on serving the town’s commuter rail station. Lack of 
cu rbside availability during peak shopping and dining periods had been generating pressure to build more 
off-str eet parking, despite hundreds of off-street spaces sitting empty in a lready existing facilities at these 
t imes. Tom led NN in the development of coordinated demand-management strategies to make existing 
r esources more a pparent and a ccessible, including a particular focus on maintaining peak-hour availability 
a m ong curbside spaces. Tom also dev eloped a full set of parking requirements and standards to create a  
n ew, downtown zon ing district, focused on  facilitating in-fill development and financing shared, public 
pa r king to support this growth.  

 Mobility Study, New Haven Parking Authority, New Haven, CT (2014). Pr oject Manager, leading 
a  team of four firms in developing mobility-improvement and parking-demand reduction strategies for the 
City ’s parking authority. The study area was focused on  an area of central New Haven that has long been 
ov erburdened with auto infrastructure — in cluding a majority of the City’s parking a ssets, as well a n ever-
com pleted, cross-downtown freeway that separates the Hill to Downtown area from the main Yale campus 
a n d downtown New Haven. The study focused on opportunities to enhance walking, cycling, and transit 
m obility to improv e the lives of this area’s residents and stakeholders, by r educing commuter traffic, 
r econnecting to downtown, and attracting new investment a s outlined in a  2013 community plan. As a  
sig n ificant co-benefit, these options are projected to potentially save nearly $100M in parking construction 
costs by  2025. 
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Principal 
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 Down t own Parking Study, Hu ntington, NY (2012–2013). Led downtown parking study to 
determine the sufficiency of on - a nd off-street capacities to meet current and anticipated parking demand. 
Beg a n by measuring existing r esources, then reviewing options to extract their full benefits before investing 
in  a ny new supply construction. Options reviewed included: off-peak sharing of pr ivate facilities, reducing 
pa r king demand through multi-mobility investments, raising awareness of and incentivizing use of under-
u t ilized resources. The final recommended parking management plan focused on creating a t iered pricing 
sy stem for  on-street parking, designed to relieve parking constraints n ow common in the downtown core; 
a n d shifting long-term and commuter demand into off-street lots,  while ensuring that latent demand for 
better walking, cy cling, and transit access is met through low-cost investments in improv es street crossings,  
m or e bike parking, and coordination with the r egional TMA. 

 Down t own Parking, Circulation and St reetscape Study, V ineland, NJ (2009–2011). Lead a 
m ulti-firm r eview of parking, circulation, and streetscape conditions within downtown Vineland to dev elop 
a  set  of strategies to cultivate a  park-once environment a long historic Landis Avenue. By  highlighting 
oppor tunities and strategies to make existing City parking assets more accessible and attractive, the study 
r esulted in the cancellation of a  planned, multi-million dollar parking garage, and reinvestment in better 
cir culation and walking conditions.   

 Pa rking and TDM Planning, Stevens In stitute of T echnology, Hoboken, NJ (2013). Pr oject 
Ma n ager, leading NN’s NYC office in providing ongoing parking and Transportation Demand Ma nagement 
a n alysis and strategy development in su pport of Stevens’ Campus Ma ster Plan development and 
im plementation. Outlined opportunities to reduce drive-alone commute rates among students, faculty, and 
sta ff to r educe current/future parking demand, and to r egain campus real estate from existing surface 
pa r king lots. Currently serving a s interim TDM Coor dinator, to implement a final set of Pa rking and TDM 
Pla n strategies in a  phased approach to maximize sy nergies with CMP implementation.  

 m ov eDC Lon g Range Transportation Plan, Wa shington, DC (2013–2014). Lea d parking a nalyst 
a n d co-author of parking-management elements of mov eDC, the District’s 30-y ear Long Range 
Tr ansportation Plan. A fter extensive community outreach, the plan outlines a  commitment to achieving 
Wa shington DC’s g oals of liv ability, environmental sustainability, and economic competitiveness.  

 Cu rbside Ma nagement Study, Washington, DC (2013–2014). Deputy project manager for 
com prehensive Curbside Management Study that provides a  framework to guide future curbside parking 
m anagement across the District of Columbia. The plan produced by this study will position Washington DC 
a s on e of v ery few major cities with a  comprehensive, and prioritized, sy stem for navigating the tradeoffs 
in v olved in regulating curbside access, and aligning regulations with broader transportation, livability, and 
su stainable-growth objectives.   

 Mobility Hubs for  Tysons Corner, Fairfax Cou nty, VA (2011–2012). Ma naged planning and 
design team in developing multimodal connection hubs at each of the four proposed Ty sons Corner Silver 
Lin e Metrorail stations.  

 EPA  Bu ilding Block Assistance Workshops: Parking Capacity Audits, (2012). Led a  series of 
EPA -fu nded workshops for seven communities, from Ba ton Rouge to Holyoke, MA . Designed workshops 
a n d leave-behind guides to prov ide a qu ick, r epeatable assessment of critical demand/supply conditions in 
str uggling, urban commercial centers.  

 Down t own DC BID Pa rking Study, Washington, DC (2011). Led a n analysis of curb-parking 
r esources, u tilization patterns, and strategic-management options for the Downtown DC BID. Tasks 
in cluded survey and survey-instrument design (including the dev elopment of guideline and instruction 
m aterials to support DBID's con t inued monitoring of on -street conditions), an a ssessment of curb-
m anagement technologies, and projections of market-price impacts on utilization levels and r evenue.  

 T h e TOD St andard, In stitute for T ransportation and Development Policy (2011). Lead author 
for  Nelson\Nygaard in developing a  comprehensive, international set of transit or iented development 
sta ndards for ITDP, resulting in the publication of its TOD Standard manual. The Standard is an 
a ssessment, r ecognition and policy-guidance tool uniquely focused on integrating sustainable transport and 
la n d use planning a nd design. It  is aimed a t a broad range of urban development stakeholders, including 
g ov ernments, developers and investors, planners and designers, sustainable dev elopment advocates and 
in terested citizens.  https://www.itdp.org/tod-standard/ 



Christopher Bongorno 
Senior Associate 

 

Chris has more than 10 years of professional planning experience, 
working primarily in communities across Greater Cleveland and Southwest 
Ohio. Chris applies his detail-oriented and client-focused skill set to his 
extensive work in the fields of transportation and community planning, 
mixed-use and institutional development, and place and project 
management. He is dedicated to the communities in which he works and 
lives, serving multiple non-profit and civic roles in both Cleveland and 
Yellow Springs, Ohio.     

EDUCATION 
Ma ster in Urban Planning, Design and Dev elopment, (concentration in Real Estate Dev elopment), 
Clev eland State University, OH, 2007 
B.S.,  Urban Studies, University of Cincinnati, OH, 2000 
Gr aduated Summa Cum Laude; Distinguished Honors Scholar; Outstanding Senior 

EXPERIENCE 
Nelson\Nygaard Con sulting A ssociates, Inc. 
Sen ior A ssociate, 2018–Present   

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
Bon gorn o Con sulting LLC, Yellow Springs & Cleveland, OH 
Ow ner/Principal, 2013–2017 

 Pla nning and project management consultant to University Circle In c.  

– Led planning and management of a  district-wide Transportation & Mobility Plan 

– Secured more than $1  million in su pport for planning and implementation of UCI’s Transportation 
A ct ion Plan, which includes capital, program, service, and demand management (TDM) improvements 

– Dev eloped $4 million member assessment model to support Place Ma nagement Services as part of 
UCI’s 5 -y ear Strategic Plan 

 Pla nning subconsultant to OHM A dvisors on West Carrollton “West Central Avenue Strategic Plan” 

 Gen eral consultant to the Holden Parks Trust with a  focus on strategic planning, project and a ccount 
m anagement 

 Pla nning subconsultant to Studio Graphique (Guide Studio) on  development of Old North Day ton 
n eighborhood revitalization plan 

Un iversity Circle In corporated, Cleveland, OH 
Dir ector of Planning, 2006–2013 

 Ma n aged multiple University Circle design review committees 

 Coor dinated planning & implementation of $7 .12 million Eu clid Gateway Vision plan  

 Sta ffed the University Circle Planning & Real Estate Dev elopment Committee  

 Coor dinated efforts of the UCI Transportation & In frastructure Task Force 

 Coor dinated permitting, installation and maintenance of a  95-sign pedestrian & v ehicular wayfinding 
pr ogram 

 Secured grants and managed four (4) NOACA Transportation for Livable Communities Initiative planning 
pr ojects 



 
 
 

Christopher Bongorno 
Senior Associate 

Page 2 

ACTIVITIES / AWARDS / HONORS  
 Tr ustee/Board Secretary – Doa n  Br ook Watershed Partnership (2008 – Pr esent) 

 Boa r d Vice President & Pr ojects Advisory Committee Member – Yellow Springs Home, In c. (2015 – Pr esent) 

 Fou n ding Member – Yellow Springs A ctive Transportation Committee (2014 – Pr esent) 

 Mem ber – Sa fe Routes to School – Ohio Network Complete Streets Action Team (2014 – Pr esent) 

 Mem ber – Oh io Active Transportation Team (2016 – Pr esent)  

 Coor dinator – In ternational Walk & Bike to School Days – Mills Lawn School, Yellow Springs (2014 – Pr esent) 

 Mem ber – Yellow Springs School Facilities Advisory Committee (2017) 

 Ch air – Cleveland Bike Share Task Force (2012 – 2 014) 

 La id foundations for citywide bike share program that launched in 2016 

 Ch air – Fr anklin – West Clinton Design Rev iew Committee (2010 – 2 013) 

 Boa r d Member & Dev elopment Chair – Cleveland Tenants Organization (2010 – 2 013) 

 Ma y or’s Complete & Green Streets Task Force Member, Cleveland – (2011 - 2 013) 

 Dev eloped Cleveland’s Complete & Green Streets Policy 

 Committee Member – Ma gnolia – Wa de Park Design Rev iew Committee (2012 – 2 014) 

 Posit iv ely Cleveland Connectivity + Wayfinding Task Force (2011 – 2 013)  

 Con ducted research and prov ided design support for citywide wayfinding program 

 Su stainable Transportation Action Team (STAT) Committee Member, Cleveland (2010 – 2 013) 

 Led a dv ocacy effort that garnered $4.5 in ODOT support for local bike/ped improv ements  

 LEED A ccredited Professional – US Green Bu ilding Council 

 Hea lth Impact Assessment County Task Force Member (2011 - 2 013) 

 Bike Cleveland Member & Strategic Planning Design Team Representative (2011 – Pr esent) 

 Pu blic Square Advisory Committee (2007 – 2 009)  

 Su stainable Dev elopment Pattern Steering Committee Member – City of Cleveland (2009 – 2 010) 

 Clev eland Bicycle Week Organizing Committee Member (2008 – 2 010) 

 Mem ber – American Planning A ssociation (1999 – Pr esent) 

http://doanbrookpartnership.org/
http://yshome.weebly.com/
http://www.clevelandtenants.org/
http://bikecleveland.org/


Kevin Lucas 
Associate 
 

 
 

Kevin Lucas has over three years of experience in multi-modal transportation 
planning. He specializes in transportation research and policy, and has 
project experience in data collection and analysis, spatial analysis, and 
policy evaluation and formulation across multiple transportation sectors. 
Further, Kevin excels at bridging the divide between the practice and the 
public, and has produced graphics, maps, and documents to communicate 
quantitative, qualitative, and spatial data to stakeholders of all types, and 
has led and participated in public engagement activates across the nation. 

EDUCATION 
M.A ., Town and Regional Planning, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom 
B.A ., Political Science, Western Illinois University, Ma comb, IL 

RECENT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
Nelson\Nygaard Con sulting A ssociates In c. 
A ssociate, 2015–Present  

Pa rking & T ransportation Demand Ma nagement 
 T raverse City Transportation Demand Ma nagement Study, City of T raverse City (T raverse 

Cit y, MI), 2016-2017  
A n alyzed existing downtown parking supplies, regulations, and policies. Assisted in the production of 
r ecommendations on h ow to optimize curbside use,  shared parking agreements, r esident and employee 
permits, and enforcement practices throughout the downtown. 

 Down t own Sh uttle Analysis (A sheville Com prehensive Parking St udy), City of A sheville 
(A sh eville, NC), 2016 
Desig ned the route, stop locations, and service characteristics of a  network of conceptual shuttles 
con necting the city’s key economic areas to each other, potential off-street parking facilities, and the city’s 
pr imary transit sy stem. Created materials for public workshop, stakeholder meetings, and city council 
pr esentation. 

 NYC Cu rbside Ma nagement & Pa rking Blueprint, (New York, NY), 2015-2017 
A n alyzed the existing on-street parking supply, r egulations, policies, and organizations to identify  gaps 
between the stated goals of the Department of Transportation and its current operation. A ssisted in the 
pr oduction of r ecommendations on  how to optimize curbside use and operation across the city. 

 New Ha v en T DM Coordination, City of New Haven (New Haven, CT ), 2015-2016 
A n alyzed the existing state of employ er-based TDM in  the city. Dev eloped r ecommendations for new city 
policies that would encourage and improv e the success of employ er-based TDM pr ograms in the city. 

 Pa rk New Haven Sh uttle Study, Park New Haven (New Ha ven, CT), 2015-2016 
Desig ned the route, stop locations, and service characteristics of a  conceptual shuttle that would 
con solidate several of the existing shuttles operating in the city, and connect the city’s key economic areas, 
a n d key campus locations of Yale University, to New Haven Union Station. 

 Gra nd Rapids Vital St reets Plan, City of Grand Rapids (Grand Ra pids, MI), 2016 
Con ducted best practice r esearch of parking regulations and policies in “snow cities” in the US, and assisted 
in  the formulation of policy and operations recommendations r elated to parking in winter months  

 Down t own Parking Study, T own of Da rien (Da rien, CT), 2015 
Con ducted extensive project r esearch and analysis, produced and edited sev eral sections of the project’s 
r eports, contributed to the design of the project survey, assisted in stakeholder meetings, and conducted 
a r ea-analysis field work. 
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 Qu in sigamond Plaza Zon ing Analysis, Forecast Sh rewsbury LP (Sh rewsbury, MA ), 2015 
Con ducted a thorough review of zon ing regulations in multiple cities and towns to identify  trends r elated to 
pa r king r equirements. 

Mu ltimodal & A ctive Transportation 
 New Roch elle Complete Streets, City of New Rochelle (New Roch elle, NY), 2016-2017 

Con tributed to stakeholder meetings and other public engagement a ctivities including walking audits. 
Pla nned and led in-the-field data collection efforts. Conducted research and analysis to produce existing 
con ditions and capital procurement reports. 

 Fa y etteville Downtown Mu ltimodal Plan, City of Fayetteville (Fayetteville, AR), 2016 
Or ganized and led a series of sev en public-engagement workshops in multiple locations throughout the city, 
a n d analyzed results of public input. Participated in stakeholder activities. Conducted extensive research 
a n d analysis to produce existing conditions reports, and recommendations for all travel modes.  

 Pla NYC Update Su pport, New York City Department of T ransportation (New York, NY), 
2015-2016 
Resea rched, composed, and edited several extensive detailed best-practice reports (including expanding the 
ph y sical and cultural bicycle n etwork, gov ernance and technology of car-sharing, and pricing a nd 
en forcement for performance-based parking) to inform updates to the city’s primary strategic plan. 

 Pu blic Square/Downtown Transportation Study, City of Cleveland (Cleveland, OH), 2015 
Con ducted research and produced detailed best practices reports.   Analyzed and reported data from 
m ultiple community input efforts including surveys, workshops, and wikimapping. 

T ransit 
 West chester County Routes 7 & 13, West chester Cou nty Department of Public Works & 

T ransportation (Westchester County, NY), 2015-2016 
Or ganized and participated in on -the-ground data collection, including managing a team of temps, to 
collect origin/destination data ov er multiple days. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
A ssociation of Pedestrian a nd Bicycle Professionals 

 Fellow, 2014 – 2 015 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS 
 A ssociation of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals 

 Con gress for the New Urbanism 
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  Romulus, Michigan

BRAD STRADER, AICP, PTP
Principal, Transportation Planner

BRAD ADVOCATES LINKING LAND USE WITH MULTI-M0DAL 

TRANSPORTATION AND DESIGN TO CREATE VIBRANT PLACES.

Brad has more than 34 years comprehensive experience in 

a wide variety of community planning and transportation 

planning projects. He has applied his expertise in circulation 

and parking to downtown, district, healthcare and 

institutional campus plans. His expertise working as an on 

going consultant to municipalities allows him to help clients 

successfully navigate the site plan approval process with 

cities and agencies. Brad is a frequent lecturer on planning, 

zoning, transportation and placemaking topics at state, 

regional and national conferences and training webinars.

PROJECT EXPERIENCE

City Multi-modal Transportation Consulting

  Birmingham, Michigan

Downtown Detroit Mobility & Accessibility Plan

  Detroit, Michigan 

East Grand Rapids Master Plan and Parking Study

  East Grand Rapids, Michigan

Traverse City Parking & Traffic Demand Management Study

  Traverse City, Michigan

Downtown Multimodal & Circulation Plan

  Midland, Michigan 

Experience Prior to MKSK:

Downtown Plan and Parking Structure Analysis

  Birmingham, Michigan 

Triangle District Parking Evaluation and Structure Locations

  Birmingham, Michigan 

Downtown Parking and New Structure Analysis

  Findlay, Ohio 

Berkley Parking Study

  Berkley, Michigan

Downtown Parking and Circulation Plan

  Crown Point, Indiana

Downtown Parking Strategic Plan

  Berkley, Michigan 

Downtown Parking Study

EDUCATION

Michigan State University, 

B.S., with Honors, in Urban Planning, 1983

REGISTRATION

Fellow, Institute of Transportation Engineers (FITE)

ITE Certified Professional Transportation Planner (PTP)

American Institute of Certified Planners

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Planning Association

Transportation Research Board (TRB) Access Management 

Committee

ITE: Transportation Planning Council Executive Committee 

Chair, TOD Parking Task Force, Parking Council, Complete 

Streets Council
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LAUREN COMBINES EXPERIENCE IN ADVOCACY AND 

OUTREACH WITH A PASSION FOR TRANSFORMING STREETS 

INTO GREAT PLACES TO HELP COMMUNITIES BUILD 

CONSENSUS AROUND THEIR TRANSPORTATION FUTURES. 

Lauren has a history of working on projects of various scales, 

managing multi-disciplinary teams to develop solutions 

unique to each place. She draws from a background in urban 

design, transportation planning, and landscape architecture 

to translate conceptual ideas and technical data into 

compelling and relatable materials. Prior to joining MKSK 

Lauren worked in transportation planning on a national 

level, gaining experience working with communities of all 

different sizes and contexts and helping them to create more 

sustainable transportation systems.

PROJECT EXPERIENCE

Downtown Detroit Mobility & Accessibility Plan

  Detroit, Michigan

East Grand Rapids Master Plan and Parking Study

  East Grand Rapids, Michigan

Traverse City Parking & Traffic Demand Management Study

  Traverse City, Michigan

Downtown Master Plan and Parking Study

  Monroe, Michigan

Shaping the Avenue Corridor Plan

  Lansing, Michigan

I-94/M-43 Planning and Environmental Linages Study

  Kalamazoo, Michigan

Hillcrest Regional Multimodal Plan

  South Euclid, Lyndhurst, Mayfield Heights, Ohio

Experience Prior to MKSK: 

Connect Columbus Multimodal Plan

  Columbus, Ohio 

Columbus State Community College Parking Strategy

  Columbus, Ohio 

South First Street Complete Street Study

  Miami, Florida

Williams Drive Corridor Transportation Study

  Georgetown, Texas 

LAUREN CARDONI
Urban Planner / Transportation Planner

EDUCATION

Georgia Institute of Technology, 

Master of City and Regional Planning, 2013

University of Georgia,

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, 2011

CERTIFICATION

LEED Green Associate

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Open Streets Columbus



JULIE DIXON – Principal Consultant 
Julie Dixon is the President and Founder of Dixon Resources Unlimited, a woman-owned 
business, focused on providing parking consulting services to municipalities.  With over 
26 years of experience in parking and transportation management, Julie built her firm 
to provide ‘best in class’ municipal parking solutions across a broad spectrum of areas 
including operations management, technology, customer service, enforcement, citation 
processing, field maintenance, financial reporting, procurement and integrated 

solutions. Since its inception in 2012, DIXON has garnered an impressive client list.   

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Julie began her career as the first parking enforcement officer for the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s 
Department.   As her career path evolved, Julie directed and managed all aspects of various complex 
transportation programs, including both the City and County of Los Angeles Automated Enforcement 
Programs, the City and County of San Francisco Parking Meter Counting, Collections and Management 
System and the City of Los Angeles Parking Meter Collections Program.    

She has been responsible for establishing policies, defining objectives and delivering on initiatives for 
municipalities of all sizes, working at all levels within the administration, enforcement and adjudication 
processes and has been solicited to present at a variety of parking industry events regarding her project 
experiences.  She has extensive knowledge and hands-on experience with the solicitation, development, 
deployment, operation, and maintenance of solutions ranging from municipal parking programs to 
automated enforcement systems. 

Our relevant experience includes Julie’s direct involvement with the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) for the internationally-recognized SFpark program.  SFpark was the first 
parking project in the United States to evaluate both on-and off-street parking technology and policies 
and their direct impact on congestion mitigation in the City.  Using real-time information to determine 
parking availability, SFpark successfully implemented a demand-responsive pricing model that continues 
to be evaluated and debated throughout the parking industry.   She was directly responsible for the 
development of specifications, solicitations, contract negotiations and technology integration/ 
implementation oversight.  This extensive experience will bring a direct benefit to the City.   

In addition, beginning in 2007, Julie supported two of the largest U.S. parking programs; the City of Los 
Angeles and the City and County of San Francisco, and the customer-service-based parking enforcement 
program for the City of West Hollywood.  Julie has been engaged in all levels of the parking programs, 
including the collection and reconciliation for more than $80M in annual parking meter revenue with a 
reconciliation rate consistently over 99.99%.  Accustomed to a mixture of technologies, both old and new, 
she supported the extensive documentation and procedures necessary to be accountable for and manage 
over 60,000 parking meters in Los Angeles and San Francisco.   
  



Considering the volume of collections and revenue counted, Julie has faced multiple security issues and 
revenue anomalies. Each municipality is unique, but she knows what to look for and how to outline a 
program that recognizes irregularities or variances as a standard practice.  Regardless of project size, 
documentation, procedure and accountability are the keys to successful revenue and enforcement 
program and the lessons learned from these programs can be adapted for the needs of the City.  

One of DIXON’s primary business objectives is to define and recommend the parking and transportation 
technology roadmap for the municipalities that we support which is consistent with the overall objectives 
of the RFP.  Since founding DIXON in 2012, Julie has been focused on coaching municipalities through the 
operational and technology assessments and implementation and procurement processes.  Julie is 
responsible for the overall management of each project for the DIXON team and prides herself on being 
labeled the “Parking Coach.”  Each municipality is unique, but she knows what to look for and how to 
outline a program that recognizes irregularities or variances as a standard practice.  You won’t find 
another consultant that had a more well-rounded and operational understanding of City’s needs.  
 
 

  



JENNIFER RENTZ – Associate 
 
Jennifer Rentz is an Associate Consultant with expertise in leading large-scale projects, 
technology initiatives and operations management.  With fourteen years’ experience in 
the parking industry, she brings a wealth of knowledge regarding industry best practice 
and customer service to assist our clients.   

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Since joining DIXON, Jennifer has provided vendor evaluations for the City of Palo Alto’s parking citation 
and permit management needs which will result in the development of a specification that is customized 
for the City’s program needs. Jennifer is also supporting a parking study for the City of Alameda, which 
was commissioned to evaluate the City’s enforcement, citation processing, parking infrastructure, and 
technology.   She is also collaborating on the DIXON financial modeling tool to incorporate parking 
enforcement revenue and cost projections.  

She is the project manager for Seal Beach where she is responsible for enhancing and advancing the 
current parking technology and operations solution.  In addition to managing a variety of vendor 
technology trials, she has reviewed the existing municipal ordinances and provide recommended changes 
that will ensure the ongoing operational needs of the downtown community.  Jennifer also complete a 
comprehensive signage assessment that is anticipated to introduce an improved wayfinding solution for 
the City.  Her skills and experience are particularly valuable for clients engaging in technology upgrades, 
vendor assignments and ongoing operational procedures. 

Jennifer has the unique opportunity to influence and transform the legacy residential parking permit (RPP) 
program in Oak Park, Illinois.  This neighboring suburb of Chicago has a RPP program that has evolved into 
a management nightmare. With more than 120 permit regulations that have distorted over the last 80 
years, Jennifer is leading the effort to introduce a fresh perspective to permit management within this 
impacted community.  Through policy development, stakeholder engagement and political consultation, 
she has developed an integrated and customer friendly plan that will begin as a pilot program in January 
2018.  This is the type of out-of-the-box approach that our team brings to our clients. 

Prior to joining DIXON, Jennifer served as Executive Vice President of West Coast Operations for Complus 
Data Innovations, Inc., a parking citation management firm.  In her role with Complus, Jennifer was 
responsible for oversight of the company’s west coast office with responsibility for staff, client relations, 
revenue generation and administration.  She also oversaw research and development of new mobile 
technology features and integrations.  She has worked directly with over 150 cities, towns, villages, 
universities and private operators to help strategize parking procedures, maximize revenue, and 
implement the latest in parking technologies.  Jennifer has PMP (Project Management Professional) 
certification, a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing Management and coursework in the field of Data Science.  
She was recently named one of National Parking Association’s “40 Under 40” in the parking industry and 
has been an active member of International Parking Institute’s Technology Committee for the past six 
years.   
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ATTACHMENT C - COST PROPOSAL 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

In order for the bid to be considered valid, this form must be completed in its 
entirety.  The cost for the Scope of Work as stated in the Request for Proposal 
documents shall be a lump sum, as follows: 

Attach technical specifications for all proposed materials as outlined in the 
Contractor’s Responsibilities section of the RFP (p. 6) 

COST PROPOSAL 
ITEM BID AMOUNT 

TOTAL BID AMOUNT $ 

ADDITIONAL BID ITEMS 

$ 

$ 

GRANDTOTAL AMOUNT $ 

Firm Name 

Authorized signature__________________________________  Date______________ 

18 

90,442

90,442

Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc.

Paul Jewel, Managing Director

1/23/2018



Brad Strader Lauren Cardoni Julie Dixon Jennifer Rentz

Principal 1
Senior 

Associate 1 Associate 2 GIS Analyst Principal Planner Principal Associate

Base Rate 60.61 50.51 33.67 37.04
Overhead 103.04 85.87 57.24 62.97

Profit 16.36 13.64 9.09 10.00 Total Travel Total Misc. 
Total Billing Rate $180.00 $150.00 $100.00 $110.00 Hours Cost $190.00 $102.00 Hours Cost $195.00 $125.00 Hours Cost Expenses Expenses

Task Description
1 Project Initiation and Coordination

1.1 Kickoff Meeting 4 4 8 $1,320 4 4 $760 8 8 16 $2,560 20 $3,320 28 $4,640 $4,640
1.2 Bi-Weekly Project Coordination Meetings 8 8 16 $2,640 4 4 8 $1,168 4 4 8 $1,280 16 $2,448 32 $5,088 $5,088

Task Total 12 12 0 0 24 $3,960 8 4 12 $1,928 12 12 24 $3,840 36 $5,768 60 $9,728 $3,000 $0 $3,000 $12,728
2 Existing Conditions Assessment

2.1 Review of Planning Context 4 16 16 4 40 $5,160 4 8 12 $1,576 4 8 12 $1,780 24 $3,356 64 $8,516 $8,516
2.2 Parking Supply 8 8 8 4 28 $3,880 0 $0 0 $0 0 $0 28 $3,880 $3,880
2.3 Parking Demand 8 8 16 8 40 $5,120 0 $0 0 $0 0 $0 40 $5,120 $5,120
2.4 Rate Structures 2 4 6 $700 0 $0 0 $0 0 $0 6 $700 $700
2.5 Regulations, Practices, and Strategies 2 4 6 $700 0 $0 4 8 12 $1,780 12 $1,780 18 $2,480 $2,480
2.6 Technology Development 2 2 $300 0 $0 8 16 24 $3,560 24 $3,560 26 $3,860 $3,860
2.7 Signage and Wayfinding 2 4 6 $700 8 16 24 $3,152 2 2 4 $640 28 $3,792 34 $4,492 $4,492
2.8 Service Agreements and Operational Practices 2 2 $300 0 $0 4 16 20 $2,780 20 $2,780 22 $3,080 $3,080
2.9 Management Practices for Electric Vehicles 2 4 6 $700 0 $0 4 4 8 $1,280 8 $1,280 14 $1,980 $1,980

Task Total 20 44 56 16 136 $17,560 12 24 36 $4,728 26 54 80 $11,820 116 $16,548 252 $34,108 $0 $0 $0 $34,108
3 Community Engagement Process

3.1 Community Survey 2 4 4 10 $1,360 8 24 32 $3,968 2 2 $390 34 $4,358 44 $5,718 $5,718
3.2 Focus Group Discussions 4 8 12 $1,920 16 24 40 $5,488 8 8 16 $2,560 56 $8,048 68 $9,968 $9,968

Task Total 6 12 4 0 22 $3,280 24 48 72 $9,456 10 8 18 $2,950 90 $12,406 112 $15,686 $0 $0 $0 $15,686
4 Strategy Development

4.1 Best Practices Survey 4 8 16 28 $3,520 4 8 12 $1,576 4 8 12 $1,780 24 $3,356 52 $6,876 $6,876
4.2 Capacity-Expansion Strategies 4 4 8 2 18 $2,340 0 $0 0 $0 0 $0 18 $2,340 $2,340
4.3 Demand Management Reduction 4 8 16 28 $3,520 8 8 16 $2,336 0 $0 16 $2,336 44 $5,856 $5,856
4.4 Operations and Technology 2 2 4 $660 0 $0 8 16 24 $3,560 24 $3,560 28 $4,220 $4,220

Task Total 14 22 40 2 78 $10,040 12 16 28 $3,912 12 24 36 $5,340 64 $9,252 142 $19,292 $0 $0 $0 $19,292
5 Presentation of Final Report

5.1 Presentation of Final Report 8 16 24 $3,840 4 8 12 $1,576 2 4 6 $890 18 $2,466 42 $6,306 $6,306
Task Total 8 16 0 0 24 $3,840 4 8 12 $1,576 2 4 6 $890 18 $2,466 42 $6,306 $0 $0 $0 $6,306
TOTAL HOURS 60 106 100 18 284 60 100 160 62 102 164 324 608
TOTAL LABOR COST $10,800 $15,900 $10,000 $1,980 $38,680 $11,400 $10,200 $21,600 $12,090 12,750 $24,840 $46,440 $85,120 $3,000 $0 $3,000 $88,120
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE ON SUBCONTRACTOR 
COSTS $2,322 $2,322 $2,322
TOTAL COSTS $21,600 $24,840 $46,440 $90,442

Total
Labor Costs

Total
 Costs

Total
Direct 

Expenses

Total
Subconsultants

Labor Costs

Nelson\Nygaard Labor Costs Subconsultant Costs

Total
Labor Hours

Thomas Brown
Chris 

Bongorno
DIXON

Total
Subconsultants

Labor Hours
NN Labor

MKSK
Kevin Lucas GIS Analyst

DIXON
LaborLabor

MKSK
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ATTACHMENT B - BIDDER’S AGREEMENT 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

In submitting this proposal, as herein described, the Contractor agrees that: 

1. They have carefully examined the specifications, terms and Agreement of
the Request for Proposal and all other provisions of this document and
understand the meaning, intent, and requirement of it.

2. They will enter into a written contract and furnish the item or items in the
time specified in conformance with the specifications and conditions contained
therein for the price quoted by the proponent on this proposal.

PREPARED BY  (Print Name) DATE 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

Title E-MAIL ADDRESS

ADDRESS PHONE 

NAME OF PARENT COMPANY PHONE 

ADDRESS 

17 

Paul Jewel 1/23/2018

Managing Director pjewel@nelsonnygaard.com

Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc.
COMPANY 

215 Park Avenue South, 6th FL
New York, NY  10003-1624     415-284-1544

Perkins+Will

410 N Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL 60611 312-755-0770



ATTACHMENT D - IRAN SANCTIONS ACT VENDOR CERTIFICATION FORM 
For PARKING CONSULTANT SERVICES 

Pursuant to Michigan Law and the Iran Economic Sanction Act, 2012 PA 517 (“Act”), 
prior to the City accepting any bid or proposal, or entering into any contract for goods or 
services with any prospective Vendor, the Vendor must certify that it is not an “Iran 
Linked Business”, as defined by the Act. 

By completing this form, the Vendor certifies that it is not an “Iran Linked Business”, as 
defined by the Act and is in full compliance with all provisions of the Act and is legally 
eligible to submit a bid for consideration by the City. 

PREPARED BY (Print Name) DATE 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE E-MAIL ADDRESS

TITLE 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS PHONE 

NAME OF PARENT COMPANY PHONE 

ADDRESS 

TAXPAYER I.D.# 

19 

Paul Jewel 1/23/2018

pjewel@nelsonnygaard.com

Managing Director

Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc.

215 Park Avenue South, 6th FL
New York, NY 10003-1624 415-284-1544

410 N Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL 60611

312-755-0770Perkins+Will

58-2592493
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215 Park Avenue South, 6th Floor    New York, NY 10003    212-242-2490    FAX 212-242-2549
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO THE 
CABLECASTING BOARD  

At the regular meeting of Monday, March 12, 2018 the Birmingham City Commission intends to 
appoint three regular members to the Cablecasting Board to serve three-year terms expiring 
March 30, 2020. Applicants must be residents of the City of Birmingham. 

Interested citizens may submit an application available at the City Clerk’s office or online at 
www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities. Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk's office 
on or before noon on Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  These applications will appear in the public 
agenda for the regular meeting at which time the City Commission will discuss recommendations, 
and may make nominations and vote on the appointments. 

Duties of the Cablecasting Board 
1) Advise the municipalities on matters relating to cable communications;
2) Monitor the franchisee's compliance with the franchise agreement and the cable

communications ordinance;
3) Conduct performance reviews as outlined in Chapter 30, Article VII of the city code;
4) Act as liaison between the franchisee and the public; hear complaints from the public and

seek their resolution from the franchisee;
5) Advise the various municipalities on rate adjustments and services according to the

procedure outlined in Chapter 30; Article VI
6) Advise the municipalities on renewal, extension or termination of a franchise;
7) Appropriate those moneys deposited in an account in the name of the Cablecasting Board

by the member communities;
8) Oversee the operation of the education, governmental and public access channels;
9) Apprise the municipalities of new developments in cable communications technology;
10) Hear and decide all matters or requests by the operator (Comcast Cablevision);
11) Hear and make recommendations to the municipalities of any request of the operator for

modification of the franchise requirement as to channel capacity and addressable
converters or maintenance of the security fund;

12) Hear and decide all matters in the franchise agreement which would require the operator
to expend moneys up to fifty thousand dollars;

13) Enter into contracts as authorized by resolutions of the member municipalities;
14) Administer contracts entered into by the Board and terminate such contracts.

NOTE: All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code Chapter 2, 
Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

Criteria/Qualifications of Open Position Date 
Applications Due 
(by noon) 

Date of 
Interview 

Member must be residents of the City of 
Birmingham. 

3/7/18 3/12/18 

R10A1

http://www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO THE 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

At the regular meeting of Monday, March 12, 2018, the Birmingham City Commission intends 
to appoint two regular members to the Multi-modal Transportation Board to serve three-
year terms to expire March 24, 2021. 

Interested citizens may submit an application available at the City Clerk’s office or online at 
www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities. Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk's 
office on or before noon on Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  These documents will appear in the 
public agenda for the regular meeting at which time the City Commission will discuss 
recommendations, and may make nominations and vote on appointments.  

In so far as possible, the seven member committee shall be composed of the following: 
one pedestrian advocate member; one member with a mobility or vision impairment; one 
member with traffic-focused education and/or experience; one bicycle advocate member; 
one member with urban planning, architecture or design education and/or experience; and 
two members at large living in different geographical areas of the City.  Applicants for 
these three positions may or may not be electors or property owners in the City. 

Duties of the Multi-modal Transportation Board 
The purpose of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall be to assist in maintaining the 
safe and efficient movement of motorized and non-motorized vehicles and pedestrians on 
the streets and walkways of the city and to advise the City Commission on the 
implementation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan, including reviewing project phasing 
and budgeting. 

NOTE: All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code 
Chapter 2, Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

Criteria/Qualifications of Open Position Date 
Applications Due 
(by noon) 

Date of 
Interview 

In so far as possible, members shall represent, 
• one member at large from the northern

area of the City 
• one member who is a pedestrian

advocate 

Members may or may not be electors (registered 
voter) or property owners of the City of 
Birmingham. 

3/7/18 3/12/18 

R10A2

http://www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO THE 
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 

At the regular meeting of Monday, March 12, 2018, the Birmingham City Commission intends 
to appoint three regular members to the Parks and Recreation Board to serve three-year 
terms to expire March 13, 2021. 

Interested citizens may submit an application available at the City Clerk’s office or online at 
www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunities. Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk's 
office on or before noon on Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  These applications will appear in 
the public agenda for the regular meeting at which time the City Commission will discuss 
recommendations, and may make nominations and vote on the appointments. 

Responsibilities 
The Parks & Recreation Board consists of seven members who serve for three-year terms 
without compensation. The goal of the board is to promote a recreation program and a park 
development program for the city of Birmingham.  The Board shall recommend to the city 
commission for adoption such rules and regulations pertaining to the conduct and use of 
parks and public grounds as are necessary to administer the same and to protect public 
property and the safety, health, morals, and welfare of the public. 

The meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 P.M. 

NOTE: All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code Chapter 2, 
Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

Criteria/Qualifications of Open Position Date 
Applications Due 
(by noon) 

Date of 
Interview 

Members must be electors (registered voters) of 
the City of Birmingham. 

3/7/18 3/12/18 

R10A3



NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPOINT TO 
PLANNING BOARD 

At the regular meeting of Monday, March 12, 2018, the Birmingham City Commission intends 
to appoint three regular members to serve three-year terms to expire March 28, 2020. 
Members must consist of an architect duly registered in this state, a building owner in the 
Central Business or Shain Park Historic District, and the remaining members shall represent, 
insofar as possible, different occupations and professions such as, but not limited to, the 
legal profession, the financial or real estate professions, and the planning or design 
professions.  Members must be residents of the City of Birmingham. 

Interested citizens may submit an application available at the City Clerk’s office or online at 
www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunites.  Applications must be submitted to the City Clerk's 
office on or before noon on Wednesday, March 7, 2018.  These applications will appear in 
the public agenda for the regular meeting at which time the City Commission will discuss 
recommendations, and may make nominations and vote on the appointments. 

PLANNING BOARD DUTIES 
The Planning Board consists of nine regular and two alternate members who serve three-
year terms without compensation.  The board meets at 7:30 P.M. on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month to hear design reviews, zoning ordinance text amendments and 
any other matters which bear relation to the physical development or growth of the city. 

Specifically, the duties of the Planning Board are as follows: 
1. Long range planning
2. Zoning ordinance amendments
3. Recommend action to the city commission regarding special land use permits.
4. Site plan/design review for non-historic properties
5. Joint site plan/design review for non-residential historic properties
6. Rezoning requests.
7. Soil filling permit requests
8. Requests for opening, closing or altering a street or alley

NOTE: All members of boards and commissions are subject to the provisions of City of Birmingham City Code Chapter 2, 
Article IX, Ethics and the filing of the Affidavit and Disclosure Statement.   

Criteria/Qualifications of Open Position Date 
Applications Due 
(by noon) 

Date of 
Interview 

Building owner in central business or Shain Park 
Historic district. 
Attorney. 
Other members shall represent, insofar as 
possible, different occupations and professions 
such as, but not limited to, the legal profession, 
the financial or real estate professions, and the 
planning or design professions.   
Resident of the City of Birmingham. 

03/7/2018 03/12/2018 

R10A4

http://www.bhamgov.org/boardopportunites
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1  2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Valet closed

Valet closed

Garage not filled. Valet closed

Valet-3 cars

Valet-2 cars

Garage not filled. Valet closedValet closed Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Notes:

Valet closed

Valet closed

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Valet closed Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

TuesdaySunday

Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled.

JANUARY 2018
Garage full list
Chester Street Structure

Friday SaturdayThursday

Garage not filled.

Monday Wednesday



1 2  3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Structure did not fill.

Peabody Street Structure

Friday SaturdayThursdayMonday WednesdayTuesdaySunday

JANUARY 2018
Garage full list

Notes:



1  2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

[42]

Valet closed

Valet closed

Valet closed

Notes:

Monday Tuesday

Valet closed Garage not filled.

Valet closed

Sunday Wednesday Thursday

Garage not filled. Valet closed

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

JANUARY 2018
Saturday

Valet Counts

N. Old Woodward Garage

Friday

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Garage not filled. Valet closedGarage not filled.

Garage not filled.

3 cars

Garage not filled. Garage not filled.

Garage not filled.

Valet closed

Valet closed



1  2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

JANUARY 2018
Garage full list
Pierce Street Structure

Friday SaturdayThursdayMonday WednesdayTuesdaySunday

Notes: Structure did not fill.



1  2 3 4 5 6
Valet closed

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Valet closed

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Valet closed

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Garage not filled. Valet closed

28 29 30 31
Valet closed Garage not filled. Garage not filled.

31 Notes:

Monday WednesdayTuesdaySunday

Park Street Structure

Friday SaturdayThursday

JANUARY 2018
Garage full list
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