
 
 

AGENDA 
BIRMINGHAM DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING-COMMISSION ROOM-151 MARTIN STREET 
WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 16th, 2019 

***************** 7:15 PM***************** 
 

 
1) Roll Call 
2) Approval of the DRB Minutes of October 2nd, 2019 
3) Public Hearing 

4) Design Review 

5) Sign Review 

6) Study Session 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Staff Reports 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 

2. Administrative Approvals 

8) Adjournment 

 
 

Notice: Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services for effective 
participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least 
on day in advance of the public meeting. 

 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la 
participación efectiva en esta reunión deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario 
Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública.  (Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

 
 

A PERSON DESIGNATED WITH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS 
MUST BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING. 

 



 

 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 2, 2019 

Municipal Building Commission Room 
151 Martin, Birmingham, Michigan 

             
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Design Review Board (“DRB”) held Wednesday, 
October 2, 2019. Vice-Chairman Keith Deyer called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  
 
1)  ROLLCALL 
 
Present: Vice-Chairman Keith Deyer; Board Members Gigi Debbrecht, Patricia Lang, 

Joseph Mercurio, Michael Willoughby; Student Representative Klea Ahmet 
   
Absent: Chairman John Henke; Board Member Natalia Dukas; Alternate Board 

Members Dulce Fuller, Alexander Jerome 
 
Administration: Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner 
  Laura Eichenhorn, Transcriptionist 
 

10-39-19 
 

2)  Approval Of Minutes 
 
Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Ms. Debbrecht to approve the DRB Minutes of September 4, 2019 
as submitted. 
  
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Willoughby, Debbrecht, Deyer, Lang, Mercurio 
Nays:  None 
 

10-40-19  
 

3)  Public Hearing 
 
None. 
 

10-41-19  
 

4)  Design Review 
 

A. 700 N. Old Woodward 
 

City Planner Dupuis summarized the item. 
 
Architect Chris Siminski presented the plans as provided. 



Design Review Board 
Minutes of October 2, 2019 
 
 

 

 
Vice-Chairman Deyer stated the applicant would have to submit calculations showing that 
the façade is constructed of at least 90% glass, brick, cut stone, cast stone, coarsely 
textured stucco, or wood as per City Planner Dupuis’ report. 
 
Both Vice-Chairman Deyer and Mr. Willoughby advised the applicant that the Board of 
Zoning Appeals does not usually grant variances for issues that are self-created. 
 
Mr. Siminski confirmed that would not be an issue. He said he would likely shrink the six 
vertical panels from two feet to 1.9 feet each, that he would likely shrink the three 
horizontal panels in the center, and would make other small changes to reach the required 
90%.  
 
In reply to Vice-Chairman Deyer’s question regarding how the plans would meet the 
signage ordinance, Mr. Siminski said he would begin by meeting with the building owner 
to determine whether all five panels will remain necessary based on expected tenancy in 
the building. From there Mr. Siminski would determine next steps for the signage. 
 
Vice-Chairman Deyer suggested it would be most appropriate to have the applicant come 
back after the plan issues laid out in City Planner Dupuis’ report have been adequately 
resolved.  
 
Mr. Willoughby concurred with Vice-Chairman Deyer. Mr. Willoughby noted that the plans 
were inaccurate in terms of the color of the corten steel, among other missing details. 
 
Mr. Siminski said he sought to give more of a simple visualization with the submitted plans 
rather than a precise representation. 
 
Mr. Willoughby explained to Mr. Siminski that the City and the DRB expects plans to 
accurately represent what is intended. Mr. Willoughby said he would not personally be 
able to approve the plans as submitted. 
 
Motion by Mr. Willoughby 
Seconded by Ms. Lang to postpone the Design Review application for 700 N. 
Old Woodward pending resolution of the issues laid out in City Planner Dupuis’ 
report on the item. 
 
Vice-Chairman Deyer noted the DRB is not opposed to the plans for 700 N. Old Woodward 
in theory. He said it merely necessary for the required information regarding the plans to 
be provided. Vice-Chairman Deyer said the DRB would need samples of the paint, the 
panels, an elevation of the side section of the building, and other items noted in City 
Planner Dupuis’ report. 
 
Mr. Willoughby requested the applicant either bring samples of weather corten steel or 
take photos of some of the weather corten steel that can be found throughout the City.  
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Ms. Debbrecht opined that the awnings contributed to a busy aesthetic even though she 
understood why the building owner might want the awnings.  
 
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Willoughby, Lang, Debbrecht, Deyer, Mercurio 
Nays:  None 
 
The DRB said it would wait to decide on the lighting question until the plans were 
resubmitted in full.  
 
City Planner Dupuis recommended Mr. Siminski submit a night view of the lighting along 
with the other materials to be resubmitted.  
 
Mr. Siminski thanked the DRB for their time and left the meeting. 
 
 

10-42-19  
 

5)  Sign Review 
 
None. 
 

10-43-19 
 
6)  Study Session 
 
None. 
 

10-44-19 
 

7)  Miscellaneous Business And Communications 
 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals  
2. Administrative Approvals 

 
Included in agenda packet. 
 

10-45-19 
 
Adjournment 
 
No further business being evident, the board motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 
p.m. 

Nicholas Dupuis 
City Planner    





















Sheet no.

Project no.

Sheet title

Issued dr/ch

Project title

biddison
a r c h i t e c t u r e  +  d e s i g n

t:248.554.9500
Birmingham, MI   48009
320 Martin St.   Suite 10

Consultants

PROPOSED BUILD-OUT FOR:

525 W. MERRILL

525 W. MERRIL ST,

BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN

BIDS & PERMITS 09.19.19

FIRST
FLOOR PLAN

2043-19
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THE FOLLOWING ARE SUBJECT TO FIELD INSPECTION BY THE MUNICIPALITY:

ACCESSIBLE SPACES SHALL BE PROVIDE WITH NOT LESS THAN (1)

ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS. WHERE MORE THAN (1) ACCESSIBLE MEANS

OF EGRESS IS REQUIRED BY CODE, EACH ACCESSIBLE SPACE SHALL BE

SERVED BY NOT LESS THAN (2) ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS.

A TACTILE SIGN STATING 'EXIT' AND COMPLYING WITH ICC A117.1 SHALL BE

PROVIDED ADJACENT TO EACH EXIT DOOR.

THE MEANS OF EGRESS SHALL BE ILLUMINATED AT ALL TIMES WHEN THE

BUILDING SPACE SERVED BY THE MEANS OF EGRESS IS OCCUPIED

     - EGRESS LIGHTING LEVEL SHALL BE NO LESS THAN (1) FOOT CANDLE AT

THE FLOOR.

     - LIGHTING SHALL BE PROVIDED IN THE EXTERIOR DISCHARGE AREA ON

THE EXTERIOR SIDE OF EXIT DOORS.

ALL ENTRANCE AND EXIT DOORS HAVE BARRIER FREE ACCESSIBILITY.

NOTE:

SAFETY GLAZING MUST HAVE PERMANENT IDENTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE

WITH SECTION 2406.1.1 OF THE 2015 MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE.

NOTE:

ALL FURNITURE &  EQUIPMENT TO COMPLY

WITH ADA REQUIREMENTS AND TO BE

PROVIDED BY TENANT - SHOWN FOR LAYOUT

PURPOSES ONLY.

ALL APPLIANCES TO BE PROVIDED TO

COMPLY WITH ADA REQUIREMENTS,

DISHWASHERS MUST FIT UNDER A 34" HIGH

(32- 1/4" CLEAR UNDER) COUNTERTOP,

FULL HT. REFRIGERATORS MUST BE A

SIDE-BY-SIDE OR BOTTOM FREEZER UNIT,

AND ALL MICROWAVE CONTROLS TO BE NO

HIGHER THAN 46" A.F.F. TO MEET

OBSTRUCTED HIGH SIDE REACH

REQUIREMENTS.

SAFETY GLAZING MUST HAVE PERMANENT

IDENTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH

SECTION 2406.1.1 OF THE 2015 MICHIGAN

BUILDING CODE.

ALL ENTRANCE AND EXIT DOORS HAVE

BARRIER FREE ACCESSIBILITY.

CONFIRM SIZES OF ALL APPLIANCES WITH

TENANT AND/OR OWNER PRIOR TO

ORDERING CABINETS.

ALL INTERIOR FINISHES  INCLUDING BUT

NOT LIMITED TO MATERIALS, FINISH &

COLOR BY OWNER OR OWNER'S

REPRESENTATIVE - ARCHITECTURAL

INVOLVEMENT ONLY AT OWNER'S REQUEST.

INTERIOR FINISHES IN EXIT ACCESS

CORRIDORS, OTHER EXITWAYS, ROOMS,

AND ENCLOSED SPACES IN USE GROUPS

"B" AND "S" IN SPRINKLED BUILDINGS ARE

REQUIRED TO HAVE AT LEAST A CLASS C:

FLAME SPREAD 76-200; SMOKE DEVELOPED

0-450; RATING AS LISTED IN TABLE 803.4 OF

THE 2015 MICHIGAN BUILDING CODE.

ALL INTERIOR  PARTITION WALLS  TO BE

PAINTED  GYP. BD. ON STUD FRAMING.

FIRE EXTINGUISHER CABINET:

SEMI-RECESSED, LOCATIONS @ MAX

SPACING OF 75' APART PER CODE.

EXACT LOCATION TO BE AT THE

DIRECTION OF THE FIRE MARSHAL.

F.E.

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

NOTE:

ALL GYP. BD. AT WET WALL LOCATIONS

AND TOILET ROOM INTERIORS SHALL BE

GREEN BOARD

NOTE:

NOTE:

ALL EXIST. DIMENSIONS TO BE FIELD

VERIFIED

FUTURE LAYOUT AND SPECIFICATION OF RACKING/SHELVING UNITS

SHALL BE PROVIDED BY FUTURE TENANT. HIGH PILED

RACKING/SHELVING IN ANY OCCUPANCY GROUP SHALL COMPLY

WITH THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.
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PROVIDE A 'LEVEL IV' FINISH AT ALL GYP. BOARD SURFACES. REFER

TO CHAPTER 5 OF 'USG GYPSUM CONSTRUCTION HANDBOOK' FOR

FINISH DEFINITIONS.

TYPE 1:

5/8" GYP. BD. EACH SIDE OF 3 5/8" 25 GAUGE MTL. STUD FRAMING @

16" O.C. W/ SOUND ATTENUATION BATT INSULATION BETWEEN.

EXTEND WALL ASSEMBLY TO 12'-0" TALL.

TYPE 2:

EXISTING WALLS TO REMAIN

WALL LEGEND

ROUGH-ON

FOR FUTURE

DISHWASHER/SINK

NOTE:

WHITE UNDER

MOUNT SINK

SIMILAR OR EQ.

TO KOHLER
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