
AGENDA 
VIRTUAL BIRMINGHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY – August 19th, 2020 
**************** 7:00 PM**************** 

 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/97458531959 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877-853 -5247  
Meeting ID Code: 974 5853 1959 
 

1) Roll Call 
2) Approval of the HDC Minutes of July 1st, 2020 
3) Courtesy Review 
4) Historic Design Review 
5) Sign Review 
6) Study Session 

A. Certified Local Government Grant Project(s) – FY21 
7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Pre-Application Discussions 
1. 743 W. Frank – King-Argus House 
2. 146 W. Maple – James & Bloom (Sign) 

B. Staff Reports 
1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals 
3. July Demolitions 
4. Action List – 2020 
5. Historical Preservation Collaboration Matrix 

8) Adjournment 
Notice: Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services for effective participation in this 
meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the public meeting. 

 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta 
reunión deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día 
antes de la reunión pública.  (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 
A PERSON DESIGNATED WITH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS MUST BE PRESENT 

AT THE MEETING. 
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 HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF JULY 1, 2020 

Held Remotely Via Zoom And Telephone Access 
            
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Historic District Commission (“HDC”) held Wednesday, July 
1, 2020. Chairman John Henke called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
 
1)  ROLLCALL 
 
Present: Chairman John Henke; Vice-Chairman Keith Deyer; Board Members Gigi 

Debbrecht, Natalia Dukas, Michael Willoughby 
   
Absent: Board Members Doug Burley, Patricia Lang; Alternate Member Kevin Filthaut 
 
Administration: Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner 
  Laura Eichenhorn, Transcriptionist 
 
Chairman Henke thanked everyone for joining the virtual meeting and reviewed protocol for 
virtual meetings. 
 

07-43-20 
 
2)  Approval Of Minutes 
 
Motion by Ms. Dukas 
Seconded by Ms. Debbrecht to approve the HDC Minutes of June 3, 2020 as submitted. 
 
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Dukas, Willoughby, Debbrecht, Deyer, Henke  
Nays:  None 
 

07-44-20 
 
3)  Courtesy Review 
 
None. 
 

07-45-20 
 
4)  Historic Design Review 
 
None. 
 

07-46-20 
 

5)  Sign Review  
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None. 
 

07-47-20 
 

6)  Study Session  
 
None. 
 

07-48-20 
 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication  
 

A. Pre-Application Discussions  
 
 1. 612 S. Bates – Frank Schlaack House 
 

City Planner Dupuis and Marge Skender, applicant, presented the item. 
 
Chairman Henke noted that the historic portion of the home was designated historic with vinyl 
siding, which is unusual. He said that given those unusual circumstances the HDC had more 
leeway to allow Ms. Skender to modify both the historic part of the home and the addition. He 
said he would encourage Ms. Skender to try and replicate the appearance of the original window 
framing and lap siding, and said she could work with City Planner Dupuis to figure out how to do 
that. Chairman Henke said that after, if City Planner Dupuis were comfortable with it, it would be 
fine for the updates to be administratively approved. He concluded by saying that if those changes 
proved cost prohibitive Ms. Skender could just fix the parts of the exterior that are damaged. 
 
Mr. Willoughby said it was his understanding that the historic portion of the house would need to 
have wood siding and the historic window framing done. He said he saw no issue with vinyl siding 
or hardy plank siding on the addition.  
 
Chairman Henke noted that the vinyl siding was added to the historic portion of the home before 
Bates was designated historic. 
 
City Planner Dupuis reminded the HDC that it would be studying possible updates to the historic 
design standards in terms of new materials, styles and building techniques. He noted that during 
that process it would be likely that hardy board would be added as an acceptable material. 
 
Mr. Deyer recalled that the HDC had previously determined that hardy board could be an 
appropriate substitute for wood siding in some cases, depending on the match and the size of 
the board.  
 
Mr. Willoughby opined that if the hardy plank could be done with the correct proportions of the 
exposed lap that it could be approved administratively as long as all the trim details were done 
in wood. Mr. Willoughby said it might be worth exploring whether poplar could be used in place 
of cedar for these changes as well. 
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Mr. Deyer said that if the siding, window framing and eaves were cedar that City Planner Dupuis 
should feel free to administratively approve the changes. He said that if the window framing was 
wood and the siding was hardy board he would also be comfortable with City Planner Dupuis 
administratively approving the changes. 
 
The HDC strongly recommended that Ms. Skender reach out to Museum Director Pielack at the 
City of Birmingham Museum to see if she might have any additional historic photographs of the 
home. 
 
There was also general consensus among the HDC members that City Planner Dupuis could 
proceed with administratively approving this application under the aforementioned circumstances 
unless he came across an issue that would merit further committee review. 

 
B. Staff Reports 
 

City Planner Dupuis notified the HDC that CLG grant funding had become available and could be 
pursued for reviewing design guidelines, the Little San Francisco survey, and a possible City Hall 
National Register of Historic Places nomination. He said he would put together applications for 
these possible projects for the HDC to review at a future date. 
 
Mr. Deyer asked City Planner Dupuis to look into getting funding to print the Eco City survey.  

 
1. Administrative Sign Approvals  
2. Administrative Approvals  
3. Action List - 2020 
4. Historical Preservation Collaboration Matrix  

 
06-42-20 

 
Adjournment 
 
Motion by Ms. Debbrect 
Seconded by Mr. Willoughby to adjourn the HDC meeting of July 1, 2020 at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Motion carried, 5-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Debbrecht, Willoughby, Dukas, Deyer, Henke 
Nays:  None 
 
 
 

Nicholas Dupuis 
City Planner    



  

 

 

 STATE OF MICHIGAN  
GRETCHEN WHITMER MICHIGAN STRATEGIC FUND MARK A. BURTON 

GOVERNOR STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE  PRESIDENT 

 

 

 
 

 

300 NORTH WASHINGTON SQUARE    LANSING,  MICHIGAN 489 13  

michigan.gov/shpo    (517) 335-9840 

 

 
July 1, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Certified Local Government Contact: 
 
The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is seeking fiscal year 2021 Historic Preservation Certified 
Local Government (CLG) grant applications. Funds are available for education, identification, community 
based planning, registration, and rehabilitation activities. The grant application deadline is Thursday, 
October 1, 2020. Applications must be emailed to the SHPO Grants Manager/Budget Specialist no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 1, 2020. Copies of the grant manual and application 
materials can be found on the SHPO website at www.michigan.gov/CLGgrants. If you haven’t already 
done so, we encourage you to discuss your proposed project with SHPO staff.   
 
Please note that two distinct manuals are available online. One manual contains the requirements for 
education, identification, registration, and community based planning activities, while the other contains 
the requirements for rehabilitation and rehabilitation planning activities. Please be sure to use the correct 
manual when preparing your grant application. 
 
We look forward to receiving a Certified Local Government grant application from your community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Martha MacFarlane-Faes 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/CLGgrants
































































































































Historic District Commission Action List – 2020 

Historic District Commission Quarter  Rank Status
Complete CLG Community Partnership Program Applications 1st (January-March) 1 ☒ 
Schedule Training Sessions for HDC and Community 1st (January-March) 2 ☐ 
Redesign HDC Board Applications 2nd (April-June) 3 ☐ 
Draft Letter to Historic Property Owners 2nd (April-June) 4 ☐ 
Revamp Heritage Home Program  3rd (July-September) 5 ☐ 
Historic District Ordinance Enforcement 3rd (July-September) 6 ☐ 
Develop Interactive Map of Historic Properties in Birmingham 4th (October-December) 7 ☐ 

 

Updates: 

1. CLG Community Partnership Applications submitted February 3rd, 2019 
 Survey – Little San Francisco (The “Ravines”) 
 Design Guidelines – New and Emerging Materials 
 Projects were not selected 

2. ‐ 
3. Updated Design Review application for HDC as of June 2020 

 Simplified, reformatted, and trimmed unnecessary sections 
 Updated PDF to be a fillable form 

 



COLLABORATIVE PRESERVATION PROJECT MATRIX – PLANNING DIVISION 

 GREENWOOD
CEMETARY 

HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 

COMMISSION

HISTORIC 
DISTRICT STUDY 

COMMITTEE 
MUSEUM PARKS BALDWIN 

LIBRARY 
FRIENDS OF 

THE 
MUSEUM 

BIRMINGHAM 
PUBLIC 
SCOOLS 

Reinitiate the Heritage Home 
Program 
 HDSC is working on 

reviving the HH program, 
which includes re-
evaluating guidelines, 
purchasing new plaques, 
creating an application, 
and updating city records 
on condition/stock. A map 
has been created by the 
Planning Division 
highlighting current and 
future eligible homes) 

  X X     

Audit designated historical 
homes and buildings 
 HDSC is evaluating current 

plaque conditions with 
plans to update any 
information, and create a 
detailed electronic 
database 

  X X     

Promote the history and 
designation of historic 
properties 
 The HDSC is getting 

creative in promotion 
through designs for an 
ArcGIS Story Map, themed 
walking tours, social media 
presence, and regular 
newsletter articles 

  X X     

Publish Eco City Survey 
 Update photograph 

database and conditions 
  X X     



 Publish Eco City Survey 
Obtain a historical plaque for 
the Community House 
 Create detailed 

information database and 
content for sign 

  X X     

Update/expand/digitize 
Greenwood Cemetery records 
 GCAB is reviewing RFP for 

ground penetrating radar 
on 8/16. Part of project 
will be to obtain digital 
map that allows us the 
ability to add data and 
integrate with search 
software. 

 City Clerk’s Office 
continues, when time 
permits, to update BS&A 
cemetery module with 
historical cemetery 
records. Current 
sales/burials are being 
updated quarterly when 
Elmwood supplies the 
office with the records for 
the quarter. 

X  X X   X  

Historic headstone inventory 
and condition assessment/ 
repairs 

X  X X   X  

Update Greenwood 
biographical information for 
existing tour program, 
interactive map and online 
access 
 One of outcomes sought 

from GPR project is 
interactive map that can 
be made accessible online. 

X  X X   X  



 Museum: Working with 
Friends, some Greenwood 
bios are complete and 
being updated on an 
ongoing basis. 

Locate Potter’s Field at 
Greenwood 
 GCAB and Friends of 

Museum member, Linda 
Buchanan, has extensive 
research on history of 
Potter’s Field, including 
where/when some of 
original burials were 
moved. Am requesting 
that the information be 
assembled into written 
document. 

X  X X   X  

Preservation project Certified 
Local Government (SHPO) 
grant funding at Allen/Hunter 
Houses 
 Museum: assessment 

underway to determine 
appropriateness of Hunter 
House exterior restoration 
project for fall CLG funding 
cycle (Oct 1, 2019). 

 X  X     

Preserve and improve Museum 
site and adjacent trails for 
enhanced public access/ 
explore relevant grants 
 Museum: working with 

Parks/DPS, trail 
maintenance and 
treatment of invasives 
underway. Heritage Zone 
plan being finalized for 
improvements in vicinity of 
Allen/Hunter Houses. 

   X X    



Grants to be explored 
early 2020. 

 DPS:  Ongoing site 
improvements to 
landscape, invasive 
species and water issues.  
Collaboration ongoing with 
Museum. 

Integrated/continuity of park 
signage and wayfinding 
 DPS:  Standing by for logo 

update and coordination 
efforts with Planning/ 
Admin with any signage 
installations. 

   X X    

Enhance/expand adult and 
child history-related 
enrichment programs 
 Museum: programs for 

adults and children have 
been expanded and 
enhanced and will be 
ongoing. 

   X  X X X 
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