
 
AGENDA 

VIRTUAL BIRMINGHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE  
MONDAY – June 7th, 2021 

****************6:00 PMU**************** 
 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/92668352238 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877-853-5247 US Toll-Free 
Meeting ID Code: 926 6835 2238 
 
 

 
1) Roll Call 

 
2) Approval of the Minutes from February 3rd, 2021 

 
3) 1390 Northlawn – Historic Designation Request 

 
4) HDSC priority list 

 
5) Adjournment 
 

 
 

Notice: Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services, for effective participation in 
this meeting should contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the 
public meeting. 
 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva 
en esta reunión deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al (248) 530-1880 por 
lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública.  (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 
 
A PERSON DESIGNATED WITH THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS MUST BE PRESENT AT 
THE MEETING. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/92668352238&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1623157510354000&usg=AOvVaw3OdJwU5TsiVAf3Z64cnZyK
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880
tel:%28248%29%20530-1880


 

Historic District Study Committee 
Minutes Of February 3, 2020 
Conference Rooms 202 & 203 

151 Martin, Birmingham, Michigan  
             
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Historic District Study Committee (“HDSC”) held 
Monday, February 3, 2020.  City Planner Nicholas Dupuis called the meeting to order at 
5:30 p.m. 
 

1. Roll Call 
 

Present: Board Members Paul Beshouri, Jake German, Colleen McGough, Michael 
Xenos 

 
Absent: Board Member Jonathan DeWindt  
 
Administration: Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner  
  Laura Eichenhorn, City Transcriptionist 
 

2. Approval Of The Minutes From June 17th, 2019 
 

Motion by Mr. German 
Seconded by Mr. Xenos to approve the minutes of June 17, 2019 as submitted. 
 

Motion Carried 4-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas: German, Xenos, Beshouri, McGough  
Nays: None 

 
3. Collaborative Preservation Projects 

 
CP Dupuis introduced the item. 
 
There was consensus that the HDSC would support the GCAB in projects if asked but 
would let the GCAB take point on any Greenwood Cemetery-related projects. 
 
The Committee also discussed updating information regarding historic homes in 
Birmingham, including going through the files the City has, potentially digitizing the 
information, and taking photographs of the homes. 
 

4. Heritage Home Program Study Session 
 
CP Dupuis introduced the item. He noted that there were minimal records on the program. 
 
There was consensus among the Committee members that updating the City’s information 
on current Heritage Homes would be useful, including surveying and photographing the 
houses.  
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They also discussed a public awareness campaign for homeowners and the public 
regarding current Heritage Homes and homes approaching the 100-year mark which could 
then be called Heritage Homes. 
 
Mr. Beshouri said it might be worthwhile to have the proceeds from selling the Heritage 
Home plaques go to something historic-preservation related. 
 
The Committee agreed to seek approval from the City Commission to work on updating 
the Heritage Home program. 
 
Mr. Xenos said it would also be useful to audit the Wallace Frost homes in Birmingham. 
 

5. HDSC Priority List 
 
CP Dupuis introduced the item. He asked if the HDSC would be interested in revamping 
and updating their priority list. 
 
The HDSC concurred they were interested in updating their priority list. 
 
There was discussion regarding enhancing the HDSC’s online presence. Adding an 
interactive map of historic and Heritage properties was discussed as one way to do so. 
 
There was consensus that ending the year with a viable Heritage Home program would 
be a worthwhile goal. 
 
CP Dupuis said he would also be bringing in professionals for historic trainings and that 
members of the HDSC would be welcome to attend. 
 
Ms. McGough recommended that Birmingham look into historic home walking tours put 
together by other cities to see if Birmingham could model a similar program of those. She 
mentioned Charleston, SC, Oak Park, IL, and Shaker Heights, OH as initial potential 
sources of inspiration. She said that it need not be an item on the priority list, but could 
just be something that the members of the HDSC casually work towards. 
 
CP Dupuis said he would integrate the Committee’s comments into an updated priority 
list. 
 

Motion by Mr. Xenos 
Seconded by Mr. German to focus on auditing the City’s 51 Heritage Homes and 
to seek approval from the Commission for the audit. 
 

Motion Carried 4-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE 
Yeas: Xenos, German, Beshouri, McGough  
Nays: None 



Historic District Study Committee 
Minutes of February 3, 2020 
Page 3 
 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT  
 
No further business being evident, the committee members motioned to adjourn at 6:28 
p.m. 
 
 
 
             
      Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner 
 

 
 
 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
DATE:   June 3rd, 2021 
 
TO:   Historic District Study Committee 
 
FROM:  Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner 
 
SUBJECT: 1390 Northlawn – Historic Designation Request & HDSC Report 
 
 
The owner of the house located at 1390 Northlawn, Mr. Jeremy Ball, has requested that the City 
Commission consider designating the house as a local historic resource within the city of 
Birmingham. The house was built in 1951 and designed by the renowned local architect Wallace 
Frost. The history of Wallace Frost architecture in Birmingham is well documented, along with his 
background, associations, style, and other buildings he designed outside of Birmingham.  

In regards to 1390 Northlawn specifically, the applicant and his family have provided 
supplementary information that they have collected on the home, which is also attached for your 
review. In addition, the Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan houses a collection 
of Wallace Frost Papers, which includes the blueprints for 1390 Northlawn that are accessible to 
the City. The history of the home and architect, and the extensive documentation of the house 
down to the blueprints make this an excellent candidate for local historic designation.  

The process for designating a property or structure as historic is outlined in Chapter 127 of the 
City Code.  Section 127-5 (Establishing additional, modifying, or eliminating historic districts) 
states the following: 

(a) The city commission may at any time establish by ordinance additional historic districts, 
including proposed districts previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries 
of an existing historic district, or may eliminate an existing historic district. Before 
establishing, modifying, or eliminating a historic district, the standing historic district study 
committee, as established in section 127-4, shall follow the procedures as stated in section 
127-4. The committee shall consider any previously written committee reports pertinent 
to the proposed action. 

The first step in the process towards considering historic designation of this property is for the 
City Commission to pass a resolution directly the Historic District Study Committee to commence 
with the creation of a study committee report as outlined in section 127-4 of the City Code. 

When directed by a resolution passed by the city commission, the standing historic district study 
committee shall meet and do all of the following: 



1) Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district 
following procedures established by the state historic preservation office of the state 
historical center. 
 

2) Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and historic resources located 
within that district. 
 

3) Determine the total number of historic and non-historic resources within a proposed 
historic district and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the 
significance of historic resources, the committee shall be guided by the criteria for 
evaluation issued by the United States secretary of the interior for inclusion of resources 
in the National Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, and criteria 
established or approved by the state historic preservation office of the state historical 
center. 
 

4) Prepare a preliminary historic district study committee report that addresses at a minimum 
all of the following: 

a. The charge of the committee. 
b. The composition of committee membership. 
c. The historic district(s) studied. 
d. The boundaries of each proposed historic district in writing and on maps. 
e. The history of each proposed historic district. 
f. The significance of each district as a whole, as well as the significance of sufficient 

number of its individual resources to fully represent the variety of resources found 
within the district, relative to the evaluation criteria. 
 

5) Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendations to the city 
planning board, the state historic preservation office of the Michigan Historical Center, the 
Michigan Historical Commission, and the state historic preservation review board. 
 

6) Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public pursuant to Section 
399.203(4) of Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended. 
 

7) Not less than 60 calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the historic 
district study committee shall hold a public hearing in compliance with Public Act 267 of 
1976, as amended. Public notice of the time, date and place of the hearing shall be given 
in the manner required by Public Act 267. Written notice shall be mailed by first class mail 
not less than 14 calendar days prior to the hearing to the owners of properties within the 
proposed historic district, as listed on the most current tax rolls. The report shall be made 
available to the public in compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended. 
 



8) After the date of the public hearing, the committee and the city commission have not 
more than one year, unless otherwise authorized by the city commission, to take the 
following actions:  a.The committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its 
recommendations and the recommendations, if any, of the city planning board and the 
historic district commission, to the city commission as to the establishment of a historic 
district(s). If the recommendation is to establish a historic district(s), the final report shall 
include a draft of the proposed ordinance(s).b.After receiving a final report that 
recommends the establishment of a historic district(s), the city commission, at its 
discretion, may introduce and pass or reject an ordinance(s). If the city commission passes 
an ordinance(s) establishing one or more historic districts, the city shall file a copy of the 
ordinance(s), including a legal description of the property or properties located within the 
historic district(s) with the register of deeds. The city commission shall not pass an 
ordinance establishing a contiguous historic district less than 60 days after a majority of 
the property owners within the proposed historic district, as listed on the tax rolls of the 
local unit, have approved the establishment of the historic district pursuant to a written 
petition. 
 

9) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a committee in the 
performance of an official function of the historic district commission should be made 
available to the public in compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended. 

On May 10th, 2021, the City Commission passed the attached resolution directing the HDSC to 
create a preliminary HDSC report in accordance with Section 127-5 of the City Code of Ordinances. 

Next Steps 
At this time, the HDSC will need to review the documentation submitted for 1390 Northlawn and 
begin steps 1-3 as outlined above, following the guidelines noted within. Guidance on 
photographing a historic resource, as well as the National Register criteria for evaluation is 
attached for your review. After scheduling and completing steps 1-3, the HDSC will reconvene 
and begin step 4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1390 NORTHLAWN 
HISTORIC DESIGNATION REQUEST 

MAY 10, 2021 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, JEREMY BALL, the owner of the Property located at 1390 NORTHLAWN has 
requested that his home be considered for Historic Designation within the City of Birmingham,  
 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Historic designation is sought is located on the north side of 
Northlawn between Fairway Dr. and Latham St., 
 
WHEREAS, Section 127-5 of the City Code, Historic Districts, requires that the City Commission 
pass a resolution directing the Historic District Study Committee to prepare a Study Committee 
Report; 
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the request of the property owner 
and has found that a Study Committee Report to determine the historic merit of the home at 
1390 NORTHLAWN is warranted; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission directs the Historic 
District Study Committee to prepare a Study Committee Report as outlined in section 127-4 of 
the City Code for the property located at 1390 NORTHLAWN. 
 
 
I, Alexandria Bingham, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and, correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on May 10, 2021. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Alexandria Bingham, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



commencement of field work. See Appendix D for a sample field form that can be customized and 
reproduced. 

At this time, the use of survey applications for smart phones is not available for use with the 
MiSHPO program, but SHPO hopes to develop one in the coming years so surveyors will be able to 
utilize the technology in the field. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

Every property included in the survey, including each building and other surveyed feature in a complex 
property or district, requires a minimum of one high quality photograph to show as much of the property 
as possible. Each surveyor is required to use a digital Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera with a minimum 
capture size of eight mega-pixels. Images must be shot at the highest photo resolution possible. 

Images must be delivered as an unaltered JPEG image on disk or thumb drive. Each image must be a 
minimum of 2000 pixels and 3000 pixels. Please consult with SHPO staff regarding file naming 
conventions for survey photos.  

Survey photography is documentary. Good photographs can be taken if the photographer keeps several 
things in mind beyond the normal photographic considerations. These include composition, clarity, lighting 
quality and direction, and perspective distortion. Prior to beginning photography, a plan should be made 
based on the direction the building faces relative to sunlight, timing of possible obstructions (holiday 
decorations, leaves, vehicles, etc.), daylight, and weather. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLARITY 

The major cause of unclear photographs 
is camera movement. The best way to 
avoid this is to place the camera on a firm 
support or tripod when the photograph 
is being taken. If a tripod is unavailable, 
using a faster shutter speed and gently 
squeezing the shutter button can enhance 
image clarity. 

 
 

COMPOSITION 

Generally, a ¾-view of a building is preferred, to show as much building detail as possible in a single 
view. Since a record is produced for each property, do not include the adjacent buildings in the inventory 
photographs. If necessary, more than one photograph should be taken to document large or complicated 
buildings. 
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LIGHTING QUALITY AND DIRECTION 

A building is modeled and described by the sunlight, and the relationship of the sun to the property varies 
from case to case. A photo of a rusticated building, for example might be enhanced by sun using direct 
light to bring out the texture. A building with a broad overhang is sometimes best photographed in hazy 
sun because deep shadows can obliterate details. It is difficult, therefore, to generalize, except to say 
that the photographer should study the subject and make a determination based on a building’s inherent 
characteristics. 

 
 

 
 

Be careful about backlighting, or placing the sun directly behind the camera, because such flat lighting 
can obscure the shadow lines that give a building character and depth. 
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PERSPECTIVE DISTORTION 

An otherwise well-thought-out photograph can be 
ruined by perspective distortion. The only way to get 
rid of this distortion completely is to have the film 
plane of the camera exactly vertical when taking the 
photograph. Tipping the camera up to capture the 
top of the building is the most common perspective 
distortion, this makes the building appear to be falling 
over backwards. The best way to limit the impact of this 
distortion is by using a perspective-control (PC) lens. 
Those without access to such equipment, however, 
should follow a few simple tips. The easiest solution is 
to back up far enough from the subject to include the 
entire building without tilting the camera upward. This 
can be accomplished by either moving away from the 
subject or by changing the camera to a 
wide-angle setting. Surveyors should use caution 
when using a wide-angle lens as this can exaggerate 
any tilting of the camera. 

A telephoto lens that tends to flatten buildings can be used to reduce the impact of the perspective 
distortion. Users of a telephoto lens should be aware that the lens can also exaggerate camera motion, so 
a tripod is recommended. 

Surveyors can also stand on a rise, truck, ladder or other equipment to elevate themselves and reduce 
the perspective distortion. 

More information on photography is available in National Register Bulletin 23 How to Improve the Quality 
of Photos for National Register Nominations. 

Other photography tips include the following: 

• Avoid signs, cars, people, trees, and poles in the foreground as much as possible 
• Lens filters and shields should be used to minimize glare 
• Use imagination in finding the position that will allow the best view of the property 
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National Register of Historic Places Program: 
National Register Federal Program Regulations  

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of 
preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park 

Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support 
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological 

resources. 
 
 
Sec. 60.4 Criteria for evaluation. 
The criteria applied to evaluate properties (other than areas of the National Park System and 
National Historic Landmarks) for the National Register are listed below. These criteria are worded in 
a manner to provide for a wide diversity of resources. The following criteria shall be used in 
evaluating properties for nomination to the National Register, by NPS in reviewing nominations, and 
for evaluating National Register eligibility of properties. Guidance in applying the criteria is further 
discussed in the "How To" publications, Standards & Guidelines sheets and Keeper's opinions of the 
National Register. Such materials are available upon request. 
National Register criteria for evaluation. The quality of significance in American history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects 
that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association 
and 

(a) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history; or 

(b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

(c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that 
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

(d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria considerations. Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties 
owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from 
their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in 
nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be 
considered eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral 
parts of districts that do meet the criteria of if they fall within the following categories: 

(a) A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or 
historical importance; or 

(b) A building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant primarily for 
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic 
person or event; or 

https://www.nps.gov/Nr/publications/bulletins.htm


(c) A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate site 
or building directly associated with his productive life. 

(d) A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent 
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events; or 

(e) A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a 
dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure with 
the same association has survived; or 

(f) A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has 
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or 

(g) A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance. This 
exception is described further in NPS "How To'' 2, entitled "How to Evaluate and Nominate Potential 
National Register Properties That Have Achieved Significance Within the Last 50 Years'' which is 
available from the National Register of Historic Places Division, National Park Service, United States 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.  
 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb22/
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb22/
























































MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   May 3, 2021 
 
TO:   Thomas Markus, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Nicholas Dupuis, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:  Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: 1390 Northlawn – Historic Designation request 
 
 
The owner of the house located at 1390 Northlawn, Mr. Jeremy Ball, has requested that the City 
Commission consider designating the house as a local historic resource within the city of 
Birmingham. The house was built in 1951 and designed by the renowned local architect Wallace 
Frost. The history of Wallace Frost architecture in Birmingham is well documented, along with his 
background, associations, style, and other buildings he designed outside of Birmingham. 
Information on Wallace Frost is attached to this report for your review. 

In regards to 1390 Northlawn specifically, the applicant and his family have provided 
supplementary information that they have collected on the home, which is also attached for your 
review. In addition, the Bentley Historical Library at the University of Michigan houses a collection 
of Wallace Frost Papers, which includes the blueprints for 1390 Northlawn that are accessible to 
the City. The history of the home and architect, and the extensive documentation of the house 
down to the blueprints make this an excellent candidate for local historic designation.  

The process for designating a property or structure as historic is outlined in Chapter 127 of the 
City Code.  Section 127-5 (Establishing additional, modifying, or eliminating historic districts) 
states the following: 

(a) The city commission may at any time establish by ordinance additional historic districts, 
including proposed districts previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries 
of an existing historic district, or may eliminate an existing historic district. Before 
establishing, modifying, or eliminating a historic district, the standing historic district study 
committee, as established in section 127-4, shall follow the procedures as stated in section 
127-4. The committee shall consider any previously written committee reports pertinent 
to the proposed action. 

The first step in the process towards considering historic designation of this property 
is for the City Commission to pass a resolution directly the Historic District Study 
Committee to commence with the creation of a study committee report as outlined in 
section 127-4 of the City Code. 

When directed by a resolution passed by the city commission, the standing historic district study 
committee shall meet and do all of the following: 



1) Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district 
following procedures established by the state historic preservation office of the state 
historical center. 

2) Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and historic resources located 
within that district. 

3) Determine the total number of historic and non-historic resources within a proposed 
historic district and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the 
significance of historic resources, the committee shall be guided by the criteria for 
evaluation issued by the United States secretary of the interior for inclusion of resources 
in the National Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, and criteria 
established or approved by the state historic preservation office of the state historical 
center. 

4) Prepare a preliminary historic district study committee report that addresses at a minimum 
all of the following: 

a. The charge of the committee. 
b. The composition of committee membership. 
c. The historic district(s) studied. 
d. The boundaries of each proposed historic district in writing and on maps. 
e. The history of each proposed historic district. 
f. The significance of each district as a whole, as well as the significance of sufficient 

number of its individual resources to fully represent the variety of resources found 
within the district, relative to the evaluation criteria. 

5) Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendations to the city 
planning board, the state historic preservation office of the Michigan Historical Center, the 
Michigan Historical Commission, and the state historic preservation review board. 

6) Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public pursuant to Section 
399.203(4) of Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended. 

7) Not less than 60 calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the historic 
district study committee shall hold a public hearing in compliance with Public Act 267 of 
1976, as amended. Public notice of the time, date and place of the hearing shall be given 
in the manner required by Public Act 267. Written notice shall be mailed by first class mail 
not less than 14 calendar days prior to the hearing to the owners of properties within the 
proposed historic district, as listed on the most current tax rolls. The report shall be made 
available to the public in compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended. 

8) After the date of the public hearing, the committee and the city commission have not 
more than one year, unless otherwise authorized by the city commission, to take the 
following actions:  a.The committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its 
recommendations and the recommendations, if any, of the city planning board and the 
historic district commission, to the city commission as to the establishment of a historic 
district(s). If the recommendation is to establish a historic district(s), the final report shall 
include a draft of the proposed ordinance(s).b.After receiving a final report that 
recommends the establishment of a historic district(s), the city commission, at its 
discretion, may introduce and pass or reject an ordinance(s). If the city commission passes 
an ordinance(s) establishing one or more historic districts, the city shall file a copy of the 
ordinance(s), including a legal description of the property or properties located within the 



historic district(s) with the register of deeds. The city commission shall not pass an 
ordinance establishing a contiguous historic district less than 60 days after a majority of 
the property owners within the proposed historic district, as listed on the tax rolls of the 
local unit, have approved the establishment of the historic district pursuant to a written 
petition. 

9) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a committee in the 
performance of an official function of the historic district commission should be made 
available to the public in compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 

The City Commission APPROVES a resolution directing the Historic District Study Committee to 
prepare a study committee report as outlined in Chapter 127, Section 127-4 of the City Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1390 NORTHLAWN 
HISTORIC DESIGNATION REQUEST 

MAY 10, 2021 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, JEREMY BALL, the owner of the Property located at 1390 NORTHLAWN has 
requested that his home be considered for Historic Designation within the City of Birmingham,  
 
WHEREAS, The land for which the Historic designation is sought is located on the north side of 
Northlawn between Fairway Dr. and Latham St., 
 
WHEREAS, Section 127-5 of the City Code, Historic Districts, requires that the City Commission 
pass a resolution directing the Historic District Study Committee to prepare a Study Committee 
Report; 
 
WHEREAS, The Birmingham City Commission has reviewed the request of the property owner 
and has found that a Study Committee Report to determine the historic merit of the home at 
1390 NORTHLAWN is warranted; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Birmingham City Commission directs the Historic 
District Study Committee to prepare a Study Committee Report as outlined in section 127-4 of 
the City Code for the property located at 1390 NORTHLAWN. 
 
 
I, Alexandria Bingham, City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and, correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Birmingham City 
Commission at its regular meeting held on May 10, 2021. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Alexandria Bingham, City Clerk 
 



1390 Northlawn  

Is the last home Wallace Frost built in Birmingham in 1951.  The home closest resembles his own 
located at 404 Bonnie Briar built 10 years earlier in 1941. Both are examples of his California -
International style of architecture that featured flat roofs, wide chimneys, brick patterns, multiple 
windows and concrete block exteriors painted white.  The home was built for my parents J. T. and 
Alice Ball and is the home I grew up in with my two older brothers Kary and Tom.   

Where the homes really differ is the setting with 1390 semi sunken into a hilltop overlooking the 
Rouge River.  Frost used cantilevered roofs over every north facing room to showcase the nature 
spectacle of the Rouge River habitat- the trees, daily atmosphere, wildlife and sunsets.  The 
screened in double height porch was a special place for summer dinners on the picnic table.   The 
boot closet was a source of fascination with its short doors along the basement stairs.  The sun was 
so strong in the living room we had to pull heavy drapes over the windows. The foyer, living room 
and dining room were open plan. The kitchen was small but no bigger than it had to be which made 
it efficient.  We used to have Charles Chips delivered in our milk chute and they would pick up the 
empty can the same way.  The western sunsets flooded the bathroom and clerestory window in the 
living room with light. Along the western edge of the property are very tall mature pines and a 
beautiful birch that provide a handsome natural backdrop for the house.  The casement windows 
with the cranks were fun and simple to use.  You could shoot out the basement door and head right 
to the sandbox, raspberry patch or compost pile and then continue down my Dad’s handmade stairs 
to the river – to the clubhouse maybe for an overnight stay with the sounds of the river just a few 
feet away then race back upstairs for all the comforts of home.  The view out back to the Rouge 
always gave a constant expanse of unfolding nature that featured birds of all kinds, heron, 
woodpeckers, ducks, hawks, robin, blue jays, and goldfinch.   It was a wilder setting for a Frost and 
he expanded his vocabulary of styles to suit his last project that included all the trademark styles but 
went further by putting more emphasis on radically shaped rooms with walls at acute angles and 
cantilevered roofs that emphasized views which is why he liked 1390 in the first place because of it’s 
view from a hilltop to the Rouge.  That is the essence of the house.  Here are some of its remarkable 
features for its time:    

- Elegant Arts & Crafts style with acute wall angles, double height ceilings and multiple sloped flat 
cantilevered roofs with a white concrete block exterior 

- Dox Plank construction  (1950’s antiquated) 
- 20 foot deep footings anchored in blue clay required to build as directed by Mr. Nichols at the 

Cranbrook Institute of Science.  Cores drilled by  Ralph E. Main city of Birmingham surveyor 
- Living Room gas fired wood burning fireplace with off white stone block hearth 
- Signature Brick design pattern on bedroom #3 to the left of front entrance 
- Wide chimney with multiple flues with its own support beam in kitchen 
- North Facing multi paned floor to ceiling curved window 12 x 21 feet overlooking the Rouge 
- Open concept living room and dining room  
- South facing Patio 
- Large south facing front windows placed asymmetrically to front door to maximize light 
- Small kitchen set against east side of chimney stack with walk thru and pass thru to dining area 
- Attached 2 car garage with interior egress to both upper and basement floors  
- Clerestory windows in master, bedroom #2 and bedroom #4 over garage and living room 



- Screened in Porch with double height ceiling – has winterized panels for winter option 
- River views from every North side room, porch, living room, bedroom #2 and master bedroom 
- Cantilevered roofs  
- Cantilevered master bedroom with 45 degree angled struts affixed to rear exterior for support 
- Curved brick wall detail that leads to east side sidewalk 
- Globe style Slage doorknobs and locks (seen in other Frost homes) 
- Basement recreation room with door to rural back yard and hilltop river view 
- Sloped 2 car width driveway with hedge, rock wall border and trench drain 
- Pine views from master bathroom with extra tall shower stall & separate bath 
- No additions have been made 
- Rouge River access, Fairway Public Park South access, Northlawn Bridge access 
- Former site of Desnoyers Mill 1826 – 1836 when Michigan was still a territory   
- Casement windows throughout 

Fifties early automation (gravity based) conveniences incorporated into the house: 

- Milk chute with front patio access to kitchen 
- Sweep through for sweeping scraps from kitchen to basement utility room 
- Tin can hole – a hole at the left of kitchen sink to the garage – an early form of recycling 
- Clothes chute – a gravity drop from the first floor bedrooms to the basement laundry area  

In 1991, the City Commission asked the Historic District and Design Review Commission to report on 
the architectural contributions of Wallace Frost in Birmingham and this study attributed 44 houses 
to the American Architect. Today in 2021, 30 years later, only 16 Wallace Frost houses remain 
standing in the city of Birmingham.  That is 28 homes gone, almost the loss of one per year every 
year for 30 years. With the overzealous building that is going on in Birmingham, and real life 
example of our former neighbors house across the street at 1385 Northlawn who had a Le Corbusier 
inspired contemporary only to see it torn down by builders and replaced by two sideways situated 
supersized colonials, I am reaching out to the city of Birmingham for assistance to help landmark our 
property. My grandfather, T. M. Ball also had a Wallace Frost located at 1099 Orchard Ridge Road 
but it was torn down after the property changed hands.  We are hoping to avoid that fate if our 
property goes on the market and would not want it sold without a landmark designation in place. 
I did inquire with several preservation organizations before contacting the city of Birmingham and I 
received a reply from the National Park Service regarding the requirements to submit an application 
to nominate 1390 Northlawn as a National Historic Landmark.  After reading through the criteria it 
seems appropriate that all remaining 16 Wallace Frost homes be nominated as one body of work 
and this could help Wallace Frost achieve National recognition for his achievements and could help 
to broaden his impact on  future generations of architects.   A multiple NHL designation could be a 
great way to put him on equal footing with Albert Kahn, Eliel and Eero Saarinen as well as other 
Michigan architects who are already associated with properties that have received NHL designation.   

I think it is time to do a study to confirm the number of Wallace Frost homes left in Birmingham, to 
enumerate them within their style with regard to pre and post California types in order to better 
understand the full scope of his homebuilding aesthetic.  Because there are so few, perhaps his 
homes in Bloomfield Hills should be included in the study. 

Thank you for considering 1390 Northlawn for landmark designation.     Shirley Ball 
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Sec. 127-4. Historic district study committee and the study committee report. 

(a) The city commission shall appoint a standing committee to serve as the historic district study committee. The 
committee shall consist of seven members in addition to a city appointed liaison. A majority of the members 
shall have a clearly demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation, although city residency is 
not required if an expert on the potential historic district topic is not available among city residents. 
Members shall be appointed for a term of three years, except the initial appointments of three members for 
a term of two years and two members for a term of one year. Subsequent appointments shall be for three-
year terms. Members shall be eligible for reappointment. In the event of a vacancy on the committee, 
interim appointments shall be made by the city commission within 60 calendar days to complete the 
unexpired term of such position. The committee shall include representation of at least one member 
appointed from one or more duly organized local historic preservation organizations.  

(b) The business that the committee may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting held in compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended. Public notice of the date, time, and place 
of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by Public Act 267. A meeting agenda shall be part of the 
notice and shall include a listing of each potential district to be reviewed or considered by the committee.  

(c) When directed by a resolution passed by the city commission, the standing historic district study committee 
shall meet and do all of the following:  

(1) Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district following 
procedures established by the state historic preservation office of the state historical center.  

(2) Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and historic resources located within that 
district.  

(3) Determine the total number of historic and non-historic resources within a proposed historic district 
and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the significance of historic 
resources, the committee shall be guided by the criteria for evaluation issued by the United States 
secretary of the interior for inclusion of resources in the National Register of Historic Places, as set 
forth in 36 CFR Part 60, and criteria established or approved by the state historic preservation office of 
the state historical center.  

(4) Prepare a preliminary historic district study committee report that addresses at a minimum all of the 
following:  

a. The charge of the committee.  

b. The composition of committee membership.  

c. The historic district(s) studied.  

d. The boundaries of each proposed historic district in writing and on maps.  

e. The history of each proposed historic district.  

f. The significance of each district as a whole, as well as the significance of sufficient number of its 
individual resources to fully represent the variety of resources found within the district, relative 
to the evaluation criteria.  

(5) Transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and recommendations to the city planning board, 
the state historic preservation office of the Michigan Historical Center, the Michigan Historical 
Commission, and the state historic preservation review board.  

(6) Make copies of the preliminary report available to the public pursuant to Section 399.203(4) of Public 
Act 169 of 1970, as amended.  
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(7) Not less than 60 calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the historic district study 
committee shall hold a public hearing in compliance with Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended. Public 
notice of the time, date and place of the hearing shall be given in the manner required by Public Act 
267. Written notice shall be mailed by first class mail not less than 14 calendar days prior to the hearing 
to the owners of properties within the proposed historic district, as listed on the most current tax rolls. 
The report shall be made available to the public in compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as 
amended.  

(8) After the date of the public hearing, the committee and the city commission have not more than one 
year, unless otherwise authorized by the city commission, to take the following actions:  

a. The committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its recommendations and the 
recommendations, if any, of the city planning board and the historic district commission, to the 
city commission as to the establishment of a historic district(s). If the recommendation is to 
establish a historic district(s), the final report shall include a draft of the proposed ordinance(s).  

b. After receiving a final report that recommends the establishment of a historic district(s), the city 
commission, at its discretion, may introduce and pass or reject an ordinance(s). If the city 
commission passes an ordinance(s) establishing one or more historic districts, the city shall file a 
copy of the ordinance(s), including a legal description of the property or properties located within 
the historic district(s) with the register of deeds. The city commission shall not pass an ordinance 
establishing a contiguous historic district less than 60 days after a majority of the property 
owners within the proposed historic district, as listed on the tax rolls of the local unit, have 
approved the establishment of the historic district pursuant to a written petition.  

(9) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by a committee in the performance 
of an official function of the historic district commission should be made available to the public in 
compliance with Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended.  

(Ord. No. 1880, 7-24-06; Ord. No. 2154, 6-29-15) 

Sec. 127-5. Establishing additional, modifying, or eliminating historic districts. 

(a) The city commission may at any time establish by ordinance additional historic districts, including proposed 
districts previously considered and rejected, may modify boundaries of an existing historic district, or may 
eliminate an existing historic district. Before establishing, modifying, or eliminating a historic district, the 
standing historic district study committee, as established in section 127-4, shall follow the procedures as 
stated in section 127-4. The committee shall consider any previously written committee reports pertinent to 
the proposed action.  

(b) In considering elimination of a historic district, a committee shall follow the procedures set forth in section 
127-4, as amended for the issuance of a preliminary report, holding a public hearing, and issuing a final 
report but with the intent of showing one or more of the following:  

(1) The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled the establishment of the 
district.  

(2) The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined.  

(3) The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures.  

(Ord. No. 1880, 7-24-06) 

 



MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

 
DATE:  March 3, 2017 
 
TO:   City Commission 
 
FROM:  Historic District Study Committee 
 
SUBJECT: 927 Purdy – Historic Designation request 
 
 
In accordance with the resolution passed by the City Commission at the March 14, 2016 
meeting, the Historic District Study Committee has prepared a report on the request for 
historic designation submitted by the owner of the property located at 927 Purdy, 
Birmingham MI.  As required by Section 127-5, Establishing additional, modifying, 
or eliminating historic districts, the HDSC has prepared the following report for 
consideration by the City Commission.  Photographs submitted by the applicant and 
aerial photos from Oakland County have been attached in support of this report. 
 
Charge of the Committee – Evaluate the property located at 927 Purdy for potential 
designation as a historic resource. 
 
Committee Members: 
Gigi Debbrecht 
Michael Xenos 
Gretchen Maricak 
Patricia Lang 
Paul Beshouri 
 
District studied 
927 Purdy, Birmingham MI, 48009 
PIN – 1936256003 
Legal Description: T2N, R10E, SEC 36 BUELL'S ADD LOT 41, ALSO W 1/2 OF VAC ALLEY 
ADJ TO SAME. 
 
Boundary Description - The boundary of the proposed zone would be limited to the 
legal description of the property.  As a proposed non-contiguous historic resource, no 
other properties are currently included in this study.  Non-contiguous historic districts 
are historically designated homes in the City of Birmingham that are not part of a larger 
historic district.  There are currently fourteen (14) non-contiguous districts in the City. 
 



History 
The Birmingham Historical Museum and Park records indicate that the house was built 
in approximately 1880. The original plat for the property was established in 1842 as Lot 
3 of Hunters plat was where the house was built (see 1842 map attached) James Hunt 
owned lot 3 in 1874 (The house was later built on that lot, but was not there in 1874) 
The south west side of lot 3 was purchased by Almeron Whitehead, founder of the 
Birmingham Eccentric. The house appears to have been there in 1881 (see bird’s eye 
view attached). Almeron Whitehead paid taxes for the property, as indicated by records 
dated 1885, 1887, 1890, 1897, 1902, 1904.  A copy of a newspaper article mentioning 
that Almeron Whitehead owned a house on the east side of Pierce Street that was 
rented in the 1890s was discovered (attached).  According to the Federal Census of 
1910, the property was later re-platted and the legal description of the house changed 
to Assessor’s Plat 24, part of lots 15 and 16, at 121 Pierce St. (current day 217 Pierce 
St.) along with an oil station on the same parcel. Records indicate that Irving Bailey 
purchased and remodeled the home between 1904 and 1910. The Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map of 1910 shows the house with the exact footprint as the current 
basement.  
 
In September 1945, the house, which at the time was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
Bailey, was moved from its original location to its current day location at 927 Purdy St. 
(then 929 Purdy). An article from the September 20, 1945 issue of the Birmingham 
Eccentric explains that the house was relocated to make way for a new commercial 
building that would contain three establishments. Upon completion of the move, the 
house was repaired, improved, and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Russell McBride.  
 
Evaluation Criteria 
Description - The primary building at 927 Purdy St. is a late 19th century farmhouse-
style home. All elevations are faced with wood siding and fenestrated with tall single-
hung windows. A covered porch enclosed by baluster spindles and supported by two 
detailed wooden posts creates an opening to the house’s main entry door. The front 
elevation features a gabled roof at its right side and a centrally located chimney, giving 
the house an asymmetrical look. 
 
The subject house at 927 Purdy has recently undergone some exterior renovations. 
(Changes demonstrated in recent photos).  Other homes in the area from the same 
time period were used as the basis for these changes, which are contrasted with the 
accompanying before photos. New ornamentation was added to the façade of the 
house to recreate original detail as closely as possible. On the porch, there are now 
brackets joining the posts with its roof. A bracket pediment is affixed to the gable roof. 
It is also of note that the windows have been re-encased with a new trim.  The entirety 
of the house’s exterior has received new paint, from the wood paneling that is now 
beige, to the porch, ornamentation, and fascia that are now accented with a vintage 
white. 
 



Significance 
Aside from its architectural style as reminder of the past, the structure bears historical 
distinction as it was once owned by Almeron Whitehead.  Mr. Whitehead is known to 
have been extremely active in the Birmingham Community (including 13 years as village 
president), but was most well known as one of the co-founders of the Eccentric 
Newspaper, which is still in print today. The house was later sold to a man name Irving 
Baily who occupied the home from approximately 1904 to 1944 whilst also owning and 
operating an oil station next door.   
 
In 1945 the house was purchased by the McBride family and subsequently moved to its 
present location on Purdy St. in order to construct a new commercial building on the 
original site.  Once moved, the home was remodeled and occupied by Russell McBride. 
Russell’s father, Harry McBride, was a progressive business man and influential citizen 
who owned the Hardware House of Birmingham. He served as mayor of Birmingham. 
Russell was treasurer of the Birmingham board of education from 1917 to 1921 and 
was later elected mayor of the city in 1922. His term in office was marked by liberal and 
progressive policies.  
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Charge of the Historic District Study Committee 
The Birmingham City Commission on March 26, 2001 established the Historic District 
Study Committee for the purpose of conducting historical research regarding the 
proposed designation of historic landmarks or districts in the City of Birmingham.  The 
Committee was charged with reviewing the list of 17 properties.  

 
Study Committee Members 
Darling Gehringer lived in southeastern Michigan all her life.  Has a MBA from Wayne 
State University.  She and husband, Dan Wilson, have been residents of Birmingham for 
21 years and are in the never-ending process of restoring their older home.  She is also an 
avid scuba diver/underwater videographer. 
 
John Jickling, a graduate of the University of Michigan’s College of Architecture and 
Design, has been a registered architect in Michigan since 1951.  A Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects and past president of the Michigan Society of Architects, 
Mr. Jickling has many projects to his credit including buildings at the University of 
Michigan, Wayne State University and Eastern Michigan University.  He is a member of 
the Birmingham Historic District and Design Review Commission. 
 
Jane McKee, was born in Birmingham and graduate from Baldwin High School.  She 
earned a Master at Stanford University in Education and was a teacher before her 
retirement.  McKee is member of the Birmingham Historical Society, an avid gardener 
and volunteer.  
 
Gordon Rinschler 
 
Jenny Roush has a Bachelor of Fine Arts in interior design and historic preservation 
from the Savannah College of Art and Design.  She is a museum assistant at the 
Birmingham Historical Museum and is the editor of the Birmingham Historical Society’s 
newsletter, The Heritage, as well as a member. 
 
Nancy Thompson is an urban geographer, specializing in housing and Treasurer of the 
Michigan Historic Preservation Network.  She works for Oakland County’s Planning and 
Economic Development Services as a community economic development specialist 
involved in destination and heritage development activities. 
 
Rosamond Weber graduated from the University of Missouri and is a journalist and 
genealogist.  She has been a resident of Birmingham since 1953. 
 
William McElhone, Director of the Birmingham Historical Museum, and James Sabo, 
City of Birmingham Senior Planner, assisted the study committee in its work.  Mr. 
McElhone has a master degree in American History from Wayne State University, and 
more than twenty years experience working in historical museums and archives.  Ms. 
Bashiri has a Master of Urban Planning degree with an emphasis in Historic Preservation 
from Wayne State University, and a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Historic Preservation 



from Savannah College of Art and Design.   She has five years of experience as an 
architectural historian and a preservation planner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Inventory 
This property was included in two lists of potential historic landmarks that were compiled 
by the Historic District and Design Review Commission, dated April 25, 1996 and 
January 4, 1999.  The only available photographs of the exterior are those taken from the 
public sidewalk and aerial mapping photographs taken by Oakland County.  These 
images are included in this report. 
 
Description 
The primary building at 560 Southfield is a two-story gable front and wing Queen Anne 
style wood frame residence from the 1890s.  It has an asphalt cap shingle roof that was 
originally wood shingle and a fieldstone chimney.  The clapboard siding and fish scale 
siding in the gables are painted white with green shutters at the windows.  The oldest part 
of the home has an L-shaped plan, with several additions put on at different dates. 
 
Count of Historic and Non-Historic Resources 
There is one historic resource: the house, and a non-historic garage on the property.  
 
Boundary Description 
T2N, R10E, section 36 Stanley and Clizbe subdivision, lots 23 & 24. 
 
Boundary Justification 
The boundary describes the property at 560 Southfield as a single resource historic 
district.  The house at 560 Southfield is in the Stanley and Clizbe Subdivision, which is 
named for two prominent Birmingham Residents.  In 1872 the land the house sits on was 
owned by T. Trollop and by 1896 was sub-divided.  The subdivision is bound by 
Southfield Road on the east, Maple to the north, the Rouge River to the west and Lincoln 
on the south. 
 
History 
Luther Stanley and Warren D. Clizbe sold the property to John Bell in 1892.  Stanley was 
a respected and prominent member of the Birmingham area and was very active in local 
politics.  He made his wealth from farming and gave liberally to support the good of the 
community and those less fortunate.  He served as Village president in 1882, 1887 and 
1888.  He was also the Village Supervisor for many years and Bloomfield Township 
supervisor from 1859-1862, 1876, 1877.  He acted as Revenue Assessor for the Sixth 
Congressional District of Michigan during the Civil War and was appointed by Abraham 
Lincoln.  Warren D. Clizbe also served as Village President from 1917-1921. He was the 
principal of Union School and Superintendent of schools in Birmingham.  His daughter, 
Marion Clizbe, married Harry Allen, Birmingham's first mayor and was mother to James 
Allen, also a mayor of Birmingham.  John Bell built the house from 1891-1893 and in 
turn sold it to Joseph Bell in 1898.  Over the next hundred years the house has had only 
five owners and several additions.  Today the house is in the Southfield Road Residents 
Association neighborhood and is informally called the John Bell House. 
 
 
 



Significance 
The study committee has evaluated the significance of 560 Southfield, according to the 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  The committee finds that 
the house is significant under national Register criterion c, because it embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of the Queen Anne styles of architecture.   
 
The National Register Criteria 
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and association, and: 
 
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, 
or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. 
 
The Queen Anne style was used for houses, churches and other public buildings.  Most 
buildings in the style are irregular in form, with hip, gable or clipped gable roofs, and 
projecting bay windows, towers, and dormer windows.1  This example of the Queen 
Anne style is a two-story dominant front facing gable and wing house.  It has patterned 
fish scale shingles on the gable.  A bay window and a one story room on the south side, 
all to avoid a smooth walled appearance.  The roof line has several gables projecting from 
it.  This was the dominant style of domestic building from about 1880 until 1900² which 
fits the time period this house was built. 
 
 
Bibliography 
Book of Birmingham, 1976 page 52 
Portrait and Biographical Album, 1891, pages 340-341 
Archival Records maintained by the Birmingham Historical Museum 
 
Attachments 
 Detail architectural description by Robert Saarnio, Photos, articles and maps 

                                                 
1 Windows to our Historic Architecture, Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, Addison, Vermont 
1996. (Internet www.uvm.edu/-vhnet/histarch/haas06.html 
²A Field Guide to American Houses, McAlester, Virginia & Lee, Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1984, p 266. 

http://www.uvm.edu/-vhnet/histarch/haas06.html


Description Narrated by Robert Saarnio in August 9, 2002 
The following is transcription of Robert Saarnio’s oral description he provided during an 
August 9, 2002 visit to 560 Southfield.  Jenny Roush, William McElhone and one of the 
homeowners were present during this site visit. 
  
This is a two-and-a-half story, attic gabled wood frame residence circa 1890, confirmed 
anecdotally by the owner’s verbal information, from prior owners, and through deed 
document research where the record starts in the 1890s.  The house immediately north of 
the property is presumed built circa 1840, the oldest property in the neighborhood and a 
very old property generally for Birmingham. 
 
The property depth runs 120 feet west from Southfield Road.  The house has a history of 
sympathetic additions. 
 
The front/east elevation faces Southfield Road and the massing at this elevation consists 
of cross gables in an “L” shape configuration with the northern side projecting forward 
about twelve feet and gabled.  Corner boards are found at every corner.  The southern 
half of the elevation consists of a porch with multiple square posts with moldings and a 
one-story porch with a balustrade which the owner believes is not original.  Above the 
balustrade is a flat roof and a window at the second story centering on it.  The door has 
four lights in its upper precinct and a five light pair of sidelights flanking the main door 
which is reached by a four-step porch with its own posts and finials at the bottom step.  
The shutters (currently green) on all windows are not original.  The present owner 
however has retained an original shutter thus keeping a documentary record.  
Distinguishing characteristics on this elevation include, in the gable of the projecting or 
northern volume of the massing, fish scale siding in the pediment, and window hoods 
with full profiled cornice moldings above all the windows.  
 
The north elevation is distinguished primarily by a very large fieldstone with mortar 
chimney projecting from this north wall at a depth of about three feet and raising the full 
height of the house.  Its stack with beautiful ceramic chimney pots reaches the ridge line 
of the house in height.  Like all other elevations, the first floor windows have cornice 
moldings on their hoods but at the second floor window hoods are not present.  The top 
of these windows reach the frieze board of the under eave area.  The large windows on 
the first floor of the north and east elevations have a configuration of eight lights over 
one, presumably added later but certainly appropriate to the period of the house.   
 
On the west side of the north elevation, there are two porches of different construction era 
with different detailing and framing.  There is also a gable with fish scale siding in the 
pediment and a triangulated vent like that at the front of the house.  At the farthest west 
twenty feet of the house there is a presumed later addition of unknown date, though the 
detailing has been matched.  At the western end of the house, there is a sequence of 
additions that is somewhat hard to determine in date.  A fieldstone foundation runs along 
the entire north and the east elevations.   
 



The west elevation of the house includes new construction (that post-dates 1993 when the 
current owner acquired the house) and also gives evidence of the original depth of the 
house on the property.  At the second story the builder/architect matched the fish scale 
siding motif and the triangulated vent in the pediment of the gable from other parts of the 
house.   
 
On the south elevation of the house, multiple eras of additions are evident.  In the past 
decade, the current owner has added a porch and a gable on the western half.  The gable 
has a tripartite window that is somewhat Palladian in inspiration with a taller central sash 
flanked by lower sash.  The prominent feature on this south elevation is a porch which 
extends fairly deeply to the south of the main block of the house.  It has a mix of old 
glass, likely restoration glass and newer glass.  The soffit overhang of this porch roof has 
beaded board tongue-in-groove woodwork which may indicate that it has early origins in 
the life of the house though presumably not original.  Proceeding along this south porch 
to its easternmost point toward the front of the house there is evidence of a projecting 
window bay.  There is another gable above the second floor with fish-scale siding and a 
triangulated vent at the peak.  There is a roof balustrade above the projecting window 
bay.  The bay has an interesting siding detail, a scalloped-shingle siding motif that differs 
from the fish scale above.  This may be a surviving early siding trim element where 
presumably the bay window later received this deeply projecting porch. 
 
 
 



 

Historic District Study Committee Priority List 2019 

Rank Project Collaboration 
1 Reinitiate the Heritage Home program 

• Purchase recognition plaques and certificates 
• Create an application 
• Re-evaluate guidelines 

Museum 
Museum Board 

2 Audit designated historical homes and buildings 
• Evaluate historic plaque conditions – repair/replace 
• Update City information  
• Create detailed electronic database 

Museum 
Museum Board 

3 Promote the history and designation of historic properties 
• Create an ArcGIS Story Map for City website 
• Research and create themed walking tours 
• Write regular newsletter articles 
• Increase social media presence 

Garden Tours* 
Museum 
Museum Board 

4 Publish Eco City survey 
• Update photograph database 

Museum 
Museum Board 

5* Obtain a plaque for the Community House 
• Create detailed information database 

Museum 
Museum Board 
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