
 

 
Parks and Recreation Board Agenda    

Department of Public Services 
851 South Eton-Conference Room 

Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
6:30 PM 

I. Call to order  
 

II. Roll Call 
 

III. Presentation To Art Stevens for 22 years of service 
 

IV. Introduction of New Parks and Recreation Board Member 
1. Heather Carmona 

 
V. Approval of the minutes of: Tuesday, March 6, 2018(regular meeting)  

 
VI. Agenda Items-Written and submitted by 5pm Monday at the Birmingham Ice 

 Sports Arena, one week prior to the meeting. 
1. Placement of Eastern Hophornbeam Art Piece 
2. Proposed Outdoor Pickleball Facilities, presented by Oz Forrester 

 
VII. Communications/Discussion Items 

1. Follow-up to inquiry about cell tower lease money, email from Jacky Brito dated 
March 29, 2018 

2. Consulting Services for Kenning Park Field Improvements 
3. Proposed 2018-2019 Capital Projects 
4. Adoption of City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Pan (verbal) 
5. Parks and Recreation Board Roster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. DPS Upcoming Events 

a) Quarton Lake Garlic Mustard Pull @ Quarton Lake 
• Saturday, April 29th 2pm-4pm 

b) Annual City of Birmingham Ice Show 
• Friday, May 4th 7pm 
• Saturday, May 5th 7pm  
• Sunday, May 6th 2pm 

c) Annual DPS Open House 
• Saturday, May 12th 10am -2pm 

d) Annual Rouge River Clean-Up 
• Saturday, May 19th 9am-2pm 

VIII. Unfinished Business 
IX. New Business 
X. Open To The Public for Items Not On the Agenda 
XI. Next Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 1,  2018(DPS)  

 
Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services, for effective participation in this meeting should 

contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the public meeting. 
Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión 

deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al 
(248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. 

(Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 

If you cannot attend the meetings, please contact Connie Folk at the Birmingham Ice Arena (248) 530-1642. 
Minutes are available for review at the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, 2300 East Lincoln, Birmingham, MI  48009 

 
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MISSION STATEMENT 

The Parks and Recreation Board strives to provide opportunities for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration for present and 
future generations of residents and visitors through stewardship of natural, cultural and recreational resources.  By continuously 
elevating the beauty and quality of the parks and recreation system of Birmingham, the Parks and Recreation Board will promote 

health and wellbeing, and strengthen the community. 



PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
March 6, 2018 

 
Therese Longe, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at 851 S. Eton. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:    Therese Longe, Eleanor Noble, Ryan Ross,  
      John Rusche, Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht 
           
MEMBERS ABSENT:    Ross Kaplan, John Meehan and Art Stevens 
 
STUDENT  
REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT:  CeCe Cousins, Seaholm Student  
      Jakob Sayers, Seaholm Student 
      
      
ADMINISTRATION:    Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 

 Carrie A. Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
 Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 

 
PRESENTERS:    Sarah Traxler, McKenna Associates 
      
GUESTS:      Anne Bray and Cindy Rose  
    
Therese welcomed CeCe Cousins and Jakob Sayers from Seaholm High School to the 
Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
It was moved by Ryan Ross, seconded by Bill Wiebrecht the minutes of the Tuesday, 
February 6, 2018 regular meeting be approved. 
Yeas – 6 Therese Longe, Eleanor Noble, Ryan Ross,      
  John Rusche, Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht 
Nays – 0 
Absent-3 Ross Kaplan, John Meehan and Art Stevens 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 – Approve Resolution of Recommendation of City of Birmingham 
2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
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Sarah Traxler, McKenna Associates representative reviewed the below changes that 
included: 

• Mapping – Throughout the document’s maps, correct the misspelled 
“Springdale Golf Course” and add the Ice Sports Arena to Kenning Park on all 
relevant maps. 

• Page 21 – Remove the sentence “Park bond funds in the amount of $3 million 
were used for these improvements”, per the Parks and Recreation Board’s 
recommendation during your last meeting. 

• Page 23 – Remove the word “historical” from the references to the Birmingham 
Museum Master Landscape Plan. 

• Page 31 – Crop the photograph in the upper left-hand corner. 
 Page 38 – Lincoln Hills Golf Course has two paragraphs repeated; the last one 
 will be deleted. With the deletion of the final paragraph, the section will be as 
 intended. 

• Page 51 – The levels in the table have a handful of typos, to be corrected 
thusly: 

• Level 1 – (no proposed change): “The park is not accessible to people with a 
broad  range of physical disabilities. The site includes little paved areas and the 
facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily accessible.” 

• Level 2 – (no proposed change) “The park is somewhat accessible to people 
with a broad range of physical disabilities. Either the parking area or pathways 
are paved, but not both. Many of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic 
areas are not easily accessible.” 

• Level 3 – “The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of 
physical disabilities. Most of the parking areas and pathways are paved, and 
some of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are accessible, but 
may not be completely barrier-free. 

• Level 4 – “The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of 
physical disabilities.  Parking areas and pathways area paved, and most of the 
facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas area easily accessible.” 

• Level 5 – (no proposed change): “The entire park was developed or renovated 
using the principles of universal design, a design approach which enables all 
environments to be usable by everyone, the greatest extent possible, regardless 
of age, ability, or situation.” 

• Page 86 – Add the preparation of the Poppleton Park Concept Plan as an 
accomplishment during 2012 – 2017. 

• Page 87 – Add #1 and #2 footnotes from prior pages. 
• Accepted Concept Plans, Etc. – To create a comprehensive document and 

record related to parks and recreation in Birmingham, we propose to include all 
accepted or approved concept plans and master plans related to parks and 
recreation, not just those that were prepared since the 2012 plan was adopted. 
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Sarah stated that more significantly the Commission discussed the Accessibility Ratings 
contained on pages 31 to 40 of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  
 
Sarah stated that the Master Sub-Committee met to discuss the accessibility ratings 
after Sarah performed additional detailed site observation following an inventory and 
inspection checklist for each of the 26 parks contained within the Birmingham parks 
system. Based on Sarah’s findings from additional detailed observations and fieldwork, 
the accessibility ratings have been updated in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
 
Sarah stated the topic of future grant applications to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) was raised.  Sarah stated that she was questioned whether 
additional points would be granted from bringing a low-scoring park up to a higher 
score.  
 
Sarah stated with discussions with the MDNR representative that covers SE Michigan, 
Sarah found that a community would not score higher just by nature of improving its 
accessibility rating. However, if a community’s park improvement that is the subject of 
the application is explicitly designed to increase accessibility (especially to the standards 
of universal design), there are points that may be given for that purposeful and 
deliberate accessibility improvement. 
 
Sarah stated that the Parks and Recreation Master Plan will be presented at the March 
26, 2018 City Commission meeting. 
 
It was moved by Ryan Ross, seconded by John Rusche to recommend the adoption of 
the City of Birmingham 5 Year 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
Yeas – 6 Therese Longe, Eleanor Noble, Ryan Ross,      
  John Rusche, Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht 
Nays – 0 
Absent-3 Ross Kaplan, John Meehan and Art Stevens 
 
COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #1  Barnum Park Prescribed Burn 
Carrie stated on April 13, 2017, at Barnum Park, the native planting beds were treated 
with a prescribed burn. 
 
Carrie stated that the purpose of prescribed burns is to allow the native species to 
thrive and lessen the impact of invasive species, since native species have adapted to 
withstand the heat of the fire while the others have not. Native plants actually grow 
more vigorously after a burn. 
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Carrie stated that David Boreman LLC has extended the pricing from last year.  Carrie 
stated that a notification letter will be sent to neighboring residents, social media and 
website communication methods will also be used. 
 
Carrie stated the fire department is aware of this project and will have a truck assigned 
to monitor work.  
 
Carrie stated that the City of Birmingham hopes to expand this program in the future to 
other natural areas in the City including Quarton Lake and Booth Park. 
 
Cindy Rose stated that the prescribed burn is an excellent idea. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #2  Barrier Free Accessibility, emails 
received  
 
Lauren stated that the emails were received and were included in the Parks and 
Recreation Board packets for review. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
No unfinished business 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
No new business 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
No Items 
 
Therese Longe stated the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at 6:30 
pm at DPS. 
 
Therese Longe adjourned the meeting at 7:20 pm 
 
 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 3rd, 2018 

TO:   Parks and Recreation Board Members 

FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 

APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

SUBJECT:  Proposed Loan of Eastern Hophornbeam    

 
 
On November 15, 2017, the Public Arts Board (PAB) reviewed and subsequently recommended 
approval for the loan of the Robert Lobe sculpture Eastern Hophornbeam. The Hill Gallery 
originally proposed this piece as a replacement for the Dennis Oppenheim sculpture, Sound 
Heart, which was removed from its location at the Baldwin Public Library (BPL) southwest lawn.   
 
On December 18, 2017, the Library Board formally reviewed the Eastern Hophornbeam, stated 
their concerns about the sculpture in relation to its context and scale with the library’s design, 
and ultimately voted to reject Eastern Hophornbeam. 
 
Following the meeting, staff discussed with Hill Gallery the options regarding the proposed loan. 
The gallery owner Mr. Hill has expressed an interest in the following locations: 
 

1. Booth Park along Booth Park Trail  
2. Barnum Park (no specific location but a site that the Board and Community for Barnum 

Park recommends) 
3. Shain Park (potentially at a corner that is currently not overwhelmed with competing 

structures)  
 
Mr. Hill has also indicated that he does not have a strong preference over any location in the 
City and would be happy to let the PAB decide where to place it. He also stressed the 
importance of placing it somewhere with ample foot and or vehicular traffic.  
 
On January 17, 2018 the Public Arts Board discussed potential locations for the Eastern 
Hophornbeam. They voted for Booth Park as their number one priority due to its proximity to 
the trail, forest, and Old Woodward, with the exact location to be determined later. The Public 
Arts Board has yet to place a sculpture in Booth Park, and would like to have it visible from Old 
Woodward.  
 
On March 21st, 2018 it was brought to the Public Arts Board’s attention that there are a number 
of potential new projects planned for Booth Park, and the approved location may conflict with 
park activities. The Board decided to keep Booth Park as their number one priority. If this space 
was not approved, it was decided that Barnum Park is their second priority for placement of the 
sculpture, with its exact location to be determined. There was consensus from the Board that 

Cfolk
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Barbara Heller and Anne Ritchie would meet to determine recommended locations within each 
park.  
 
On March 28th, 2018 members of the Public Arts Board met with City staff to determine 
recommended locations in each park. Aerial images and photos of the area have been provided 
that indicate the proposed placements for Eastern Hophornbeam in both Booth Park and 
Barnum Park. 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION 
 
To recommend approval of the proposed 1-year loan of Eastern Hophornbeam to the City 
Commission at the proposed site at Booth Park 
 

OR 
 
To recommend approval of the proposed 1-year loan of Eastern Hophornbeam to the City 
Commission at the proposed site at Barnum Park 
 

OR 
 
To postpone approval of Eastern Hophornbeam until a suitable location has been identified 
 

OR 
 
To recommend denial of the proposed loan of Eastern Hophornbeam. 
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Booth Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4 

 
 

Booth Park 
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Booth Park 
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Barnum Park 
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Barnum Park 
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Barnum Park 
 

 
 









	

407 West Brown Street   Birmingham, MI, 48009   Tel. 248-540-9288   Fax 248-540-6965   www.hillgallery.com   info@hillgallery.com 
Pg. 1 of 1 

ROBERT LOBE 
 

 
 
1945 Born Detroit, MI 
 Lives and works in New York, NY 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1963-67 B.A., Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH  
1967-68 Hunter College, New York 
 
AWARDS & GRANTS 
 
2008 Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
2001 Joan Mitchell Foundation  
1994 Adolph and Esther Gottlieb Foundation Grant 
1993 Elizabeth Foundation  
1992 Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
1985 Guggenheim Sculptor in Residence, Chesterwood, MA 
1984 National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 
1982 Creative Arts Public Service Award 
1979 National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship 
 
SELECTED PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 
 
Albright-Knox Gallery, Buffalo, NY 
Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin, OH 
Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY 
Castellani Art Museum, Niagara University, NY 
Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, OH 
DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Lincoln, MA 
Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, MI 
Honolulu Museum of Art, Honolulu, HI 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indianapolis, IN 
Menil Collection, Houston, TX 
Mihama-Cho International Outdoor Sculpture Garden, Japan 
Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI 
Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles, CA 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, TX 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 
Newark Museum, Newark, NJ 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY 
 













MEMORANDUM 
 

Department of Public Services 
 
DATE:   March 27, 2018 
 
TO:   Parks and Recreation Board Members 
 
FROM:  Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: Pickleball 

 
 
Attached is a proposal from Mr. Oz Forrester requesting outdoor pickleball courts to be installed 
at City of Birmingham Parks.   

Mr. Forrester submitted a pickleball request to the Parks and Recreation Board at the April 12, 
2017 Parks and Recreation Board meeting, (exhibit A) which was discussed and forward to the 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee as stated in the April 12, 2017 Parks and 
Recreation Board Minutes, (exhibit B).   

Pickleball is identified in the DRAFT Parks and Recreation Master Plan, “Chapter 6 Action Plan, 
page 84 under Table 8: Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan, Park Enhancements to explore 
(Locations TBD),” (exhibit C). 

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was adopted at the March 26, 2018 City Commission 
meeting. 

Suggested Resolution:  To request the Administration pursue the evaluation of the existing 
tennis courts including usage and potential viable location for pickleball in Birmingham.  In 
addition, during the investigation include associated costs for modification to existing tennis 
courts and the overall global impact of such change, in keeping with such items proposed as 
part of the action plan from the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

 

Agenda Item #2 







Parks and Recreation Board Agenda   
Department of Public Services 

851 South Eton-Conference Room 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017  

6:30 PM 
I. Call to order 
II. Approval of the minutes of : Tuesday, March 7, 2017 (regular meeting)
III. Agenda Items-Written and submitted by 5pm Monday at the Birmingham Ice

Sports Arena, one week prior to the meeting.
1. Naming Contest Free Little Library for Barnum Park

a. Naming Contest Finalists
b. Naming Contest Winner

IV. Communications/Discussion Items
1. Springdale Shelter Concrete Project (verbal)
2. Proposed 2017-2018 Capital Projects
3. The City Commission Budget Session will be held on Saturday, April 22nd at

8:30 am at City Hall Commission Room
4. City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board Roster
5. Pickleball Request Received March 21, 2017
6. Articles

a) Vinsetta Garage owner's new bistro plans move forward
b) Duggan official: Detroit should sell golf courses

7. Parks and Recreation Master Plan – Solicit Contractual Services
8. Upcoming Department Events:

a) DPS Open House-Saturday, May 13, 2017 (10am-2pm)
b) 2017 Rouge River Day Clean-Up-Saturday, May 20, 2017 (9am-12pm)
c) City of Birmingham Ice Show

Friday, May 19th (7:00 pm), Saturday, May 20th (7:00 pm) 
Sunday, May 21st (2:00 pm) 

Exhibit A
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V. Unfinished Business 
VI. New Business 
VII. Open To The Public for Items Not On the Agenda 
VIII. Next Regular Meeting – Tuesday, May 2, 2017(DPS)  
IX. Adjournment 

Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services, for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City 
Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least on day in advance of the public meeting. 

Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión deben ponerse 
en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al 

(248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. 
(Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

If you cannot attend the meetings, please contact Connie Folk at the Birmingham Ice Arena (248) 530-1642. 
Minutes are available for review at the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, 2300 East Lincoln, Birmingham, MI  48009 

 
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MISSION STATEMENT 

We the Parks &Recreation Board of Birmingham will help other organizations and agencies to plan and share family activities in helping to prevent 
the desires and need to use alcohol, drugs, and tobacco by providing recreational programs for all ages, and to encourage recreational life styles. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 12, 2017 

Therese Longe, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at 851 S. Eton. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, John Meehan, Ryan Ross, 
Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Art Stevens  

STUDENT  
REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: Joey Kummer, Seaholm Student 

STUDENT  
REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT: Ben Gould, Groves Student 

ADMINISTRATION: Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
Carrie A. Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 

GUESTS: Elaine Hazel, Anne Honhart, Duke Lasser, 
Audrey Noser, Tracy Richardson,  
Cindy Rose and John Rusche 

It was moved by Bill Wiebrecht, seconded by Ross Kaplan that the minutes of the March 7, 
2017 regular meeting be approved. 

Yeas – 6 Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, Ryan Ross, John Meehan, 
Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht  

Nays – 0 
Absent-1 Art Stevens  

AGENDA ITEM #1 – Naming Contest Free Little Library for Barnum Park 
Therese stated that staff from the Department of Public Services organized a naming contest 
for the Free Little Library that is located at Barnum Park.  Therese stated there were fifteen 
entries received and there were no age limits and that the naming contest was well publicized. 
Therese stated that some of names were derived from an entity and others chose to name the 
owl as an individual or character. 

Therese stated that Parks and Recreation Board were to ask to come to the Parks and 
Recreation Board meeting tonight with their three favorites.  Therese stated that there are 
three yellow dots for each Parks Board member and that the board member will place a dot 
next to their three favorites.  

Therese stated that once the dots are placed Carrie and Connie will confirm the dots and then 
the Parks and Recreation Board will vote again with the single green dots. 

Exhibit B
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AGENDA ITEM #1b – Naming Contest Finalist 
Therese stated that the three finalists are Hoot’s Birmingham Book Exchange, Wordsworth and 
Barney. 

Therese stated to the Parks and Recreation Board member’s to take their green sticker and cast 
their vote for the winner. 

AGENDA ITEM #1b – Naming Contest Winner 
Therese stated that the winner of the naming contest is Barney that was entered by Anne 
Honhart. 

It was moved by Lilly Stotland, seconded by John Meehan to name the Free Little Library 
located at Barnum Park Barney.  

Yeas – 6 Ross Kaplan, Therese Longe, Ryan Ross, John Meehan, 
Lilly Stotland and Bill Wiebrecht  

Nays – 0 
Absent-1 Art Stevens  

COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #1 Springdale Shelter Concrete Project 
Carrie stated that concrete located at the Springdale Shelter needed to be replaced and that 
bids were received for the project.  Carrie stated that edge drain will be added and that the City 
of Birmingham Engineering Department will be assisting in the inspection of the project.   

Carrie stated that department will be awarding the project to Luigi Ferdinandi & Son Cement 
Company and that it is on the City Commission Agenda for Thursday, April 13, 217 meeting. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #2 Proposed 2017-2018 Capital Projects 
Lauren provided to the Parks and Recreation Board 2017-2018 Capital Projects and also the 
items for budgets years 2017-2018, 2018-2019 and 2019-2020.   

Lauren stated that these items are over and above the regular department operational 
expenses. 

Therese asked Lauren if the department is working on Adams Park with the Adams Park Master 
Plan and any of the costs reflected in the capital amounts provided. 

Lauren stated that funds the department requested to be included for Adams Park will not be 
advanced by the City Manager at this time.  Lauren stated that there is money in the budget 
currently but not as near enough for a development project for 2017-2018.   

Carrie said that the soccer field and baseball diamond located at Barnum Park will be re-graded 
this fall, 2017 
No action was required by the board. 
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COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #3 The City Commission Budget Session will be 
held on Saturday, April 22nd  
Therese stated to the Parks and Recreation Board the City Commission Budget session date and 
time.   
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #4 City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation 
Board Roster 
Connie provided the updated City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board Roster  
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #5 Pickleball Request 
Connie presented to the Parks and Recreation Board a request that was received from Mr. 
Forrester for pickleball for an outdoor court.  Connie stated that the pickleball request would be 
forwarded to the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee.   
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #6a Vinsetta Garage owner’s bistro plans move 
forward 
 
Bill asked Lauren if there has been any contact from the City of Birmingham Planning Board 
regarding parking available in the Kenning Parking lot across from the proposed Lincoln Yard 
bistro. 
 
Bill stated that he understands that the current plan for Lincoln Yard really uses all of the 
available parking including parking for their neighbor on the west side but if Lincoln Yard 
expands as they plan to have roof seating there will be a great lack of parking on their 
proposed facility and they would have to utilize parking elsewhere and they have made no 
contact with the Department of Public Services about what the current usage is of Kenning 
Parking lot and believe the Kenning Parking lot is pretty well used up most of the year. 
 
Bill stated that Lincoln Yard although it is nice to have a bistro they need to provide their own 
parking and not utilize the public parking at Kenning and that the City of Birmingham 
Commission should be made aware of the utilization of the Kenning Parking when the city 
commission reviews this for possible inclusion as one of the bistros that the city commission is 
going to allow this year. 
 
Therese stated that when the bistro ordinance was first brought forth it was a way to try to 
reenergize what were many vacant spaces in the downtown and it was envision for the 
downtown where people used meter parking and decks.  Therese stated that this would be a 
new use of it in a place that doesn’t have necessarily metered parking.  
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Therese stated that bistro ordinance requires that bistros provide parking based on the interior 
space and that there is a calculation based on square footage and a ratio that the planning 
board uses and it does not count seats or employees it just counts square footage.   

Therese stated to Bill that the calculation only counts the interior square footage and the bistro 
ordinance does not require bistros to provide parking for the outdoor spaces or the roof top 
space. 

Therese stated according to the Eccentric article of March 10, 2017 that was provided in our  
packet the inside seating will be 65 and the potential outdoor spaces are 132 so that is double 
of the inside space.   Therese stated that the parking is a concern that if the bistro was full on a 
busy night they could have more demand of parking.   

Therese stated that there are activities that occur at Kenning Park involving the Birmingham Ice 
Arena, Birmingham Little League, Birmingham Racquet Club and the Forest Hill Swim Club have 
activities that occur during the same time as the hours of the proposed bistro.  

Therese stated that when the Forest Hill Swim Club has meets or when the Birmingham Ice 
Arena host hockey tournaments and the annual ice show overflow parking would go onto 
Lincoln. 

Therese stated the parking is a concern that needs to be brought to the city commission’s 
attention and that the Parks and Recreation Board would like more information about how the 
bistro is going to accommodate those extra parking spaces that there not currently required to 
accommodate without infringing on parking that is meant for sports activities.  

Bill stated that on the last statement of page one of the article it states, “I think this is a great 
and I think it’s going to do really well, “Boyce said.  “But by far this is the biggest bistro we’re 
going to have… the idea of a bistro is a smaller establishment – and this isn’t it.” 

Bill states that this is not a bistro and that one member of the planning board has 
acknowledged that it is not a bistro.  

Joey Kummer stated that one potential solution that the bistro could have would be to reduce 
the outdoor seating and that the extra space could be used for additional parking.   

Therese stated that could be a potential solution but the City Commission would have to 
recommend that. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

Therese asked Lauren if the comments regarding the proposed Vinsetta Garage Bistro be 
passed on to the city commission meeting for Monday. 
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COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #6b Duggan official: Detroit should sell golf 
courses 
Connie provided an article about Detroit golf courses. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

COMMUNICATIONS/DISCUSSION ITEMS #7 Parks and Recreation Master Plan-Solicit 
Contractual Services 
Lauren stated that a bid was just released for contractual services for the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan and that the bids are due back on Thursday, April 27, 2017.  
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #8a-DPS Open House-Saturday, May 13, 2017 
(10am-2pm) 
Connie stated to the Parks and Recreation Board the DPS Open House date and time.  
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #8b-2017 Rouge River Day Clean-Up-Saturday, 
May 20, 2017 (9am-12pm) 
Connie stated to the Parks and Recreation Board the 2017 Rouge River Clean-Up information. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

COMMUNICATION/DISCUSSION ITEM #8c-City of Birmingham Ice Show 
Connie stated to the Parks and Recreation Board the 2017 City of Birmingham Ice Show 
information. 
No Action was taken by the Parks and Recreation Board 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Carrie stated that the prescribed burn is scheduled for Barnum Park on Thursday, April 13, 2017 
weather permitting. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 

Therese stated that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 2, 2017 at 6:30 pm at DPS. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 

Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 4/12/2017 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

        Department of Public Services 
 
DATE:   March 27, 2018 
 
TO:   Parks and Recreation Board 
 
FROM:  Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
 
SUBJECT: Consulting Services for Kenning Park Field Improvements 
 
 
The City of Birmingham and the Birmingham Little League (BLL) entered into a Donation 
Agreement on December 11, 2017 in the amount of $303,000 for improvements as it relates to 
Fields #2 and #3 at Kenning Park.  The Donation Agreement has been signed by both parties 
and the amount of $303,000 has been received by the City from BLL. 
 
A Kenning Park Master Plan was prepared by The Johnson Hill Land Ethics Studio (JHLE)   
during 2013 and received by the City Commission at their March 24, 2014 meeting. Plus, in 
advance of the parking lot project the City hired The Johnson Hill Land Ethics Studio (JHLE) for 
landscape architectural services as it relates to Kenning Park Parking Lot improvements. 
 
The request by the Birmingham Little League was to contribute to the improvements of the two 
existing fields on the easterly edge of the park property.  This renovation to the two fields 
referred to fields 2 and 3 will include some of the following field improvements; they will be in 
their current location, they will be rotated to achieve optimal positioning and layout, infield 
grass construction, irrigation, new fencing, grading/shaping and other site enhancements for 
the reconfiguration of the existing two 200 foot fields. 
 
The City hired Nowak & Fraus Engineers to perform a boundary, topographic and tree survey 
for Kenning Park, which is close to being finalized.  The new survey will be incorporated into the 
existing property survey.  This survey will then allow JHLE to prepare a final design, 
construction drawings and bid documents for the two field enhancements. 
 
Based on the extensive knowledge and work experience JHLE has with Kenning Park over the 
years and in order to provide for a seamless transition for the necessary scope of services to 
perform Phase II of the Donation Agreement, we solicited a proposal from JHLE for this project. 
Phase II provides for the City, after receipt of the funds, to undertake construction drawing and 
bid specifications for the bidding of the project.  JHLE provided a proposal for design 
development, construction documentation, bidding period services and construction project 
management services for an amount not to exceed $24,700.  We would proceed one step at a 
time with them and can stop work at any given time, to pay for only work performed, based on 
the conditions of the Donation Agreement. 
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Phase I of the Donation Agreement was prepared by JHLE which provided for a draft redesign 
of fields 2 and 3 and preliminary cost estimates of about $152,000 per field.  After such time 
the City met with BLL to prepare and finalize the Donation Agreement for presentation to the 
City Commission. 
 
If the project is awarded, after bids are received, we anticipate construction to begin after the 
2018 baseball season ends and all uses of the City fields at Kenning Park conclude.  Based on 
the proposed schedule, it is the plan to have the two renovated fields ready for play for the 
start of the 2019 season. 
 
The term for the consulting Agreement between JHLE and the City of Birmingham for these 
services will have an end date of May 31, 2019.  This will afford ample time for all final punch 
list items to be completed and any final project payments for the work performed by the 
selected Contractor. 
 
The City Commission at their March 26, 2018 meeting approved proceeding with JHLE for 
landscape architectural consultant services as outlined above.  We intend to provide periodic 
updates to the Parks and Recreation Board via the Kenning Park Field Sub-Committee which is 
comprised of Ryan Ross and Bill Wiebrecht. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

        Department of Public Services 
 
DATE:   March 21, 2018 
 
TO:   Parks and Recreation Board Members 
 
FROM:  Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
 
SUBJECT: Capital Projects for 2018-2019 - Proposed 
 
 
As part of the budget process, the Department of Public Services submits proposed budget 
requests for the upcoming fiscal years to the City Manager.  These are recommended 
expenditures and may not become part of the final budget.  The Capital Improvement Project 
items for budget years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 are listed below.  The 2019-2020 items are 
only planned for at this time.  All of the capital improvement requests are items over and above 
regular department operational expenditures. 
 
2018-2019 
 
$25,000 Shain Park Musical Equipment 
$30,000 Barnum Park Two (2) Shade Structures 
$30,000 Replace Split Rail Fence Quarton Lake & Manor 
$25,000 Springdale Shelter Site Furnishings 
$35,000 Crack Repair Tennis Courts – St. James/W. Lincoln 
$50,000 Booth Park Restroom 
$25,000 Drinking Fountains - Parks 
$25,000 Trail System Improvements 
$303,000 Kenning Park Phase 1 Master Plan Implementation 
 
2019-2020 
 
$30,000 Barnum Park Install Electrical Outlets 
$25,000 Trail System Improvements 
$25,000 Drinking Fountains - Parks 
$30,000 Benches/Trash Receptacles 
$25,000 Bike Racks Various Parks 
$30,000 New Backstops/Fencing (St. James and Poppleton) 
$35,000 Crack Repair Tennis Courts – Poppleton/Pembroke Parks 
$25,000 Poppleton Park Softball Field Improvements 
$25,000 Howarth Park Ballfield Renovations 
$600,000 Rouge River Trail Corridor Selected Master Plan Improvements 
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
Article II, Section 78 
 
Objectives:  The Parks and Recreation Board shall promote a recreation program and a park development 
program for the City. The Board shall recommend to the city commission for adoption such rules and 
regulations pertaining to the conduct and use of parks and public grounds as are necessary to administer 
the same and to protect public property and the safety, health, morals, and welfare of the public. 
 
Seven regular members, Three-year Terms, Appointed by the City Commission 
Two alternate members, Three-year Terms, Appointed by the City Commission 
Members must be electors of the City of Birmingham 
Meetings held the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM. 

Last Name First Name
Home Address

Home
Business 
E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Carmona Heather

887 Lakeview Ave.

(248) 867-1346

htcarmona@sbcglobal.net

Registered Voter
3/13/20213/12/2018

Cousins Cecilia

1687 Webster

(248) 520-5969

cecilia.cousins@gmail.com

Student Representative
12/31/20182/26/2018

Kaplan Ross

635 Oak

(248) 645-6526

rkaplan@neumannsmith.com

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/202010/22/2007

Longe Therese

1253 Yosemite

(248) 258-6744
(313) 745-0138

tmquattro@gmail.com

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/20193/29/2004

Monday, March 19, 2018 Page 1 of 3
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Last Name First Name
Home Address

Home
Business 
E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Meehan John

656 Chester

(248) 644-5923

john.meehan@att.net

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/20203/18/2002

Noble Eleanor

1160 Lake Park Dr.

(248) 417-7777

elliecnoble@hotmail.com

Alternate
3/13/20207/10/2017

Ross Ryan

1872 Derby

(248) 705-6465

ryan.countryside@gmail.com

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/20215/21/2012

Rusche John

358 Henley St.

(248) 731-7068

jprusche@aol.com

Alternate
3/13/20207/10/2017

Sayers Jakob

1264 South Eton

(248) 804-2036

xcrunner1042000@gmail.com

Student Representative
12/31/20182/26/2018

Stotland Lilly

698 Hanna

(248) 433-3148

lstotland@vescooil.com

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/201912/7/2015

Monday, March 19, 2018 Page 2 of 3



Last Name First Name
Home Address

Home
Business 
E-Mail Appointed Term Expires

Wiebrecht William

1714 Torry

(248) 703-6503

whw989@wowway.com

Registered Voter in Birmingham
3/13/202110/14/1991

Monday, March 19, 2018 Page 3 of 3



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2nd Annual Quarton Lake Garlic Mustard Pull 
 

Join your neighbors Sunday, April 29 from 2-4pm 
 

Help Preserve this Treasured Oasis for Our Local 
Birds, Pollinators and Wildlife! 

 
 
 

Garlic Mustard:  is a non-native, 
invasive plant species quickly 

displacing our native plants. If 
left unchecked, this invader will 

forever change the natural 
balance of the Quarton Lake 

ecosystem. 
 

All welcome to join us anytime 
between 2-4pm on the West side of 
Quarton Lake at Pine & Lake Park. 

Please bring work gloves and closed 
toed shoes. 

 
To RSVP and for more details contact 

jawang1@comcast.net 
 
 

Thank you to Holiday Market Select for 
providing refreshments! 
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DPS Open House 

851 S. ETON 

Birmingham, MI 48009 

 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Fun for the entire family with booths 

on composting and maintaining lawns,  

equipment displays plus hotdogs and 

refreshments for all. 
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LLiinnddeenn  PPaarrkk  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  1199,,  22001188  

99::0000  aamm  ––  ttoo  nnoooonn  
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  bbeeggiinnss  aatt  88::3300  aamm  

LLuunncchh  wwiillll  sseerrvveedd  aatt  NNoooonn   

This year’s activities: 
• Removal of Invasive 

Species. 

Recommended items to wear 
& bring: 

• Boots or sturdy shoes  
• Long pants & long-sleeve 

shirt 
• Hat 
• Sunscreen 
 

Volunteers should dress 
according to prevailing 

weather conditions.   
 

Mosquito repellent, gloves 
and bags will be provided. 

 
Community, churches, schools, environmental groups, scout troops and 
neighborhood associations are invited to help remove invasive species  

along the Rouge River. 
 

Anyone who wishes to volunteer is asked to call  
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator at (248) 530-1642. 

 

Volunteers Needed 
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