
 

 
151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-530-1800 

1BVIRTUAL MEETING - PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21st, 2021 

6:30 PM 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96312717003 

(Click on Blue Link) 

Or dial 1 301 715 8592, MEETING CODE 963 1271 7003 
 

MEETING AGENDA 

*** Board members who are not able to attend this meeting are encouraged to 

notify the staff 

representative in advance for consideration of a quorum. *** 

A. Roll Call 

B. Approval of Minutes – March 17th, 2021 

C. New Business 

1. Art on Loan – “Dynamic” by Lois Teicher 

D. Unfinished Business 

1. Sponsorship Opportunities 

2. Arts & Crafts Activities 

E. Communication 

1. Wall Art moving on to Planning Board 

F. Public Comments  

G. Adjournment 

Upcoming PAB Meeting: May 19th, 2021 

 

NOTE:  Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting 

should contact the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) 

at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.  

 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algun tipo de ayuda para la participacion en esta sesion publica deben 

ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el numero (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 

(para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunion para solicitar ayuda a la 

movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. 

https://zoom.us/j/96312717003


 

 

Public Arts Board Minutes  
 

Public Meeting on Zoom – March 17th, 2021 

 
A. Roll Call: 

 
Members Present:  Barbara Heller, Monica Neville, Annie VanGelderen, Anne 

Ritchie, Natalie Bishae, Peggy Daitch, Marla Kaftan, Nora 
Sherifaj (Student Rep) 

 
Members Absent:  Jason Eddleston, Linda Wells, Hadley Lovell (Student Rep) 

 
Administration:   Brooks Cowan, City Planner  

 
B. Approval of Minutes – February 10th, 2021 
 

Motion to approve minutes by Annie VanGelderen, seconded by Anne Ritchie 
 
Yeas: 7  Nays: 0 
 
The motion carried. 
 

C. Unfinished Business 

 
The first study session item of the meeting was a continuation of discussion of incentives to 
recruit donors and sponsors for public art. Staff included an example of benefit levels that the 
BSD has for sponsoring events such as concert in the park and movie nights. The PAB liked 
the format of 3-4 categories reaching different tiers of incentive rewards, and the visual 
appearance of a bar chart demonstrating different incentive levels. Staff indicated that a rough 
draft example would be brought to the next meeting before it was cleaned up and put into a 
presentable manner. 
 
While discussing different incentives that could be available, examples included leveraging 
Birmingham’s website to provide acknowledgement and exposure, including a name on a 
plaque, partnering with BSD, and providing a tour were a few ideas brought up. Putting on a 
focused event such as “Birmingham Art Day” as a fundraiser event was also brought up. For 
high end donors, it was suggested that an event be held somewhere like BBAC as 
appreciation. Staff indicated that the City government could only be responsible for certain 
items and that it should be worked out as to what items the Cultural Council are responsible 
for versus what items the City can handle. The suggested ideas would be included in a table 
for nexth month’s meeting. 
 
The next item for discussion was arts and crafts ideas for the Farmers Market in 2021. The 
PAB indicated an interest to hand out crafts projects that could be taken home and done – 
they didn’t want any projects that required sitting and/or congregating. A number of different 
crafts projects were brought up. It was determined that the best process would be to have 
everyone email idea to staff who would then create a list for the April Meeting. The Board 



 

 

could then pick their favorite 4 or 5 to hand out every month. The Board all agreed that this 
was more efficient. 
 

D.  New Business 

No new business. 
  

F. Communication 

G. Comments 

E. Adjournment 

    The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.          



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 21st, 2021 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Art on Loan Application for “Dynamic” by Lois Teicher 

 
 
Artist Lois Teicher has applied to loan her sculpture “Dynamic” to the City of Birmingham. The 
sculpture is 50” in height, 65” in width, 35” in length, and weighs approximately 200 pounds. The 
sculpture consists of 3/8” thick welded aluminum plates with powder coated color baked on. 
 
The artist has indicated an interest for installation at the intersection of Henrietta and W. Maple 
where there is a vacant concrete base pad at the moment. The dimensions of the pad are 8’ x 6’ 
and 8 inches deep of concrete. This location is included in the City’s Call For Entry that has $2,000 
available for an approved sculpture. Being that the applicant has applied to loan the sculpture, if 
the artwork is approved the artist would receive $1,000 after installation and another $1,000 after 
3 years of keeping the sculpture at the location.  
 
The application includes a paper model of the sculpture with a curved red circular figure atop a 
curved white rectangular figure. The final sculpture would be created by the artist if approved. 
Examples of the artist’s work can be seen on her website at https://loisteichersculptor.com/. The 
sculpture would be bolted into the concrete and would not need a pedestal or base pad.  
 
The Public Arts Board generally discusses possible locations and plans a site visit on the first 
round of review, however the artist has indicated an interest in the site already, and has not yet 
created the sculpture. Planning Division recommends approval of the sculpture for the location.  
 
Suggestion Motion: 
To recommend the sculpture “Dynamic” by Lois Teicher as art-on-loan to be placed at the 
intersection of Henrietta and Maple as specified in the 2021 Call For Entry; 
 
AND 
 
To recommend the artist receive an installation stipend of $2,000 as specified in the 2021 Call 
For Entry; $1,000 once installed and then another $1,000 after 3-years. 
 
 
 

https://loisteichersculptor.com/


















The City of Birmingham, Michigan is seeking The City of Birmingham, Michigan is seeking 
applications for sculpture donations and loans applications for sculpture donations and loans 
at four locations throughout the City. at four locations throughout the City. 

Birmingham is able to provide a $2,000 stipend Birmingham is able to provide a $2,000 stipend 
to artists for approved art work. Art on loan has to artists for approved art work. Art on loan has 
a minimum term of 3 years to be eligible for the a minimum term of 3 years to be eligible for the 
stipend. Applications for donations and loans stipend. Applications for donations and loans 
must be approved by June 30th, 2021.must be approved by June 30th, 2021.

Please visit Birmingham’s Please visit Birmingham’s Public ArtPublic Art page  page 
to learn more about the City’s Art in Public to learn more about the City’s Art in Public 
Spaces program and to download a sculpture Spaces program and to download a sculpture 
donation or loan application. donation or loan application. 

You can also browse images of the City’s You can also browse images of the City’s 
various sculptures on Birmingham’s Art in Public various sculptures on Birmingham’s Art in Public 
Spaces Spaces Pinterest page.Pinterest page.

For more information, please contact:For more information, please contact:
Brooks Cowan Brooks Cowan 

BCowan@Bhamgov.orgBCowan@Bhamgov.org

(248) 530-1846(248) 530-1846

Birmingham
Michigan
Sculpture 
Call For

Entry 

https://www.bhamgov.org/culture/public_art.php
https://www.bhamgov.org/culture/public_art.php
https://www.pinterest.com/BhamPublicArt/birmingham-mi-art-in-public-spaces/
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S. Old Woodward and Woodward Avenue

Poppleton Park: 
Woodward Avenue and Madison Avenue

Electrical Box:
N. Old Woodward and Hamilton Row

Sidewalk:
W. Maple Rd and Henrietta Street



West Maple Project Rendering, MKSK

Site 1
W. Maple and Henrietta

Surrounding:
Sidewalk, planters, and historical district buildings. Anthropologie 
currently located behind the pad.

Access:
sidewalk along W. Maple.

Visibility:
Visible from Maple Road heading east and west, as well as 
northbound on Henrietta.

Base Pad:
8’ x 6’ concrete pad 8 inches deep surrounded by plantings.

Terminating Vista:
This location is a Terminating Vista which requires enhanced design 
features as per Birmingham’s Zoning Ordinance requirements. Please 
see Birmingham’s Terminating Vista Report for more information.

https://www.bhamgov.org/Terminating%20Vistas%20Report%20&%20Implementation%20FINAL%2012.17.20.pdf


Site 2
Electrical Box at N. Old Woodward and Hamilton Row

Surrounding:
Sidewalk, planters, and historical district buildings.  

Access:
sidewalk along N. Old Woodward.

Visibility:
Visible from N. Old Woodward northbound and southbound, as well as 
westbound on Hamilton Row.

Site:
Electrical box on concrete pad surrounded by planter

Terminating Vista:
This location is a Terminating Vista which requires enhanced design 
features as per the Birmingham Zoning Ordinance requirements. The 
City is seeking an artistic design for the electrical box to enhance the 
aesthetics of the space in the right of way. Please see Birmingham’s 
Terminating Vista Report for more information.

https://www.bhamgov.org/Terminating%20Vistas%20Report%20&%20Implementation%20FINAL%2012.17.20.pdf


Site 3:
Poppleton Park at the intersection of Woodward Avenue and Madison 
Avenue.

Surrounding:
Poppleton Park and the Poppleton residential neighborhood. 

Access:
sidewalk along Woodward Avenue and Madison Avenue.

Visibility:
Visible from northbound and southbound Woodward Avenue, as well 
as entrance and exit for Madison Avenue. Part of Poppleton Park 
ambiance. 

Base Pad:
6’ x 6’ concrete pad that is 8 inches deep.



Site 4
Greenspace at intersection of Woodward and S. Old Woodward.

Surrounding:
555 Building to the north, Woodward Avenue to the east, S. Old 
Woodward to the west. 

Access:
sidewalk along S. Old Woodward.

Visibility:
Considered a gateway to downtown Birmingham, highly visible from 
surrounding roads and buildings.

Base Pad:
The greenspace does not yet have a base pad for a sculpture. The size 
and shape of a base pad will be based upon the size of the sculpture 
proposed.

Terminating Vista:
This location is a Terminating Vista which requires enhanced design 
features as per the Birmingham Zoning Ordinance requirements. Please 
see Birmingham’s Terminating Vista Report for more information.

 

https://www.bhamgov.org/Terminating%20Vistas%20Report%20&%20Implementation%20FINAL%2012.17.20.pdf
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   April 21st, 2021 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Sponsorship Opportunities 

 
 
Pursuing additional funding from outside sources was identified as one of the Board’s goals for 
2021. Section 78-111 of the City Municipal Code states: 
 

The public arts board shall have the responsibility to pursue sources of public funding 
for arts and cultural education, design competitions, special events etc., that may be 
necessary to advance the objectives of the public arts board. See section 78-109. In 
fulfilling such duties, the public arts board may seek assistance from city staff, and 
others for the completion of applications for grants, scholarships and other sources 
of public funding, including the administration of such funds. 

   
Chair-person Barbara Heller has provided a sponsorship opportunity application with different 
levels of financial commitment and recognition which is attached below. The Board may wish to 
recommend organizations for the staff to send inquiries to, as well as discuss pursuing various 
grants. A mix of private donors and public grants could be possible, however staff recommends 
having a clear understanding of the relationship between the City of Birmingham and the Cultural 
Council of Birmingham Bloomfield and where finances are kept and distributed from. 
 
On February 10th, 2021, the Public Arts Board began discussing efforts to expand their donor 
recruiting efforts. The board wishes to create a program that makes donors feel appreciated and 
provides some type of benefit to participating in the fundraising process. After reviewing an older 
donations document, there was general consensus that appreciation levels should be condensed 
into 3-4 levels such as platinum, gold, silver and bronze.  
 
Having online donation capabilities was also discussed – encouraging some kind of program 
allowing smaller donations such as $10 or $20. Upon review, staff recommends that this be done 
through the Cultural Council of Birmingham Bloomfield’s website. Birmingham’s public art website 
could direct interested donors to the organization’s website. City staff is willing to be involved in 
pursuing available grants for public art in a formal process from official organizations, however 
staff recommends keeping individual donor funds separate from city government. 
 
Examples mentioned of other organizations who recruit public art and funding for other cities 
include Public Art Fund for New York City and Art in Public Places for Miami-Dade County. Public 
Art Fund NY has a “Support” section on the website that includes the option for a one-time 

https://library.municode.com/mi/birmingham/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICICO_CH78PARE_ARTVPUARBO_S78-109AS
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donation or a recurring donation. It has a prompt asking how the donor would like to be 
acknowledged. Meanwhile Art in Public Places Miami has a number of ways to coordinate funding 
and opportunities for artists. Links to both organizations are below for further information. 
 
https://miamidadepublicart.org/ 
https://www.publicartfund.org/ 
 

On March 17th, 2020, the Public Arts Board had discussions related to the following three items 
for recruiting additional funding: 

1.) Relationship between Cultural Council of Birmingham Bloomfield in recruiting additional 
funding.  
2.) Cut-off amounts for different levels of acknowledgements (ie. Gold, silver, bronze, etc) 
3.) What kind of benefit each level of donor should receive (ie, plaque, gift card, online 
post, etc) 

 
An example from Birmingham’s Shopping District sponsor rewards program was provided as a 
discussion point. It was determined that staff would bring back a similar chart with 3-4 categories 
of benefits. A rough draft of a table with incentive levels is provided below. The Board may include 
more incentives if they wish. City staff’s position is that the Cultural Council of Birmingham 
Bloomfield should have the larger leadership role of managing private donation finances, 
coordinating private events, and handling sponsor activity. City government’s ability to handle 
such activities is limited by rules, limitations, and bureaucracy. After multiple study sessions 
reviewing how to recruit more funding for public art, staff would prefer to pursue grants from 
organizations where the process is transparent from beginning to end. Staff also recommends 
that the table be sent to the Cultural Council for review and recommendation of sponsor level 
amounts. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Responsibility Incentives

Green Bronze Silver Gold 

CCBB Party /Gathering @ (Location TBD) x

CCBB Sponsor Inserts in art pack (Who makes this?) x x

Combined Public Art City Tour x x x

City Name on Plaque x x x

Combined Recognition  at Unveiling Event x x x x

City Social Media Post x x x x

City Public Art Poster x x x x

City Name on website / AIPP Brochure x x x x

City Art related thank you card x x x x

$$$ $,$$$ $,$$$ $$,$$$

Sponsor Level

(Amounts?)

https://miamidadepublicart.org/
https://www.publicartfund.org/


 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 
_____ Be a Public Art exhibition sponsor $25,000 & up 

 Recognition on rotating program sculpture plaques (minimum of 4). 
 All the benefits from the previous levels (Logo & Name recognition over a 2-year period). 

 
_____ Bring a Public Art sculpture to Birmingham (over a two-year period) $7,500 & up 

 Join the installation team and watch as the sculpture is placed in situ. 
 All the benefits from the previous levels (for two years) 

 
_____ Adopt a site for Public Art (over a two-year period) $4,500 & up 

 Be an ad hoc member of the selection committee to select a public sculpture for the site. 
 All the benefits from the previous levels (for two years). 

 
_____ Adopt a Public Art sculpture (for a one-year period) $2,500 & up 

 Recognition for one year on all printed and promotional materials and on the Art in Public 
Spaces Webpage on the City of Birmingham website 

 
_____ Public art Heroes – support Public Art educational programs in Birmingham $50 & up 

 Recognition for one year on the Art in Public Spaces Webpage on City of Birmingham 
website. 
 

_____ Buy or donate a Public Art sculpture for Birmingham Price Negotiable  
 Permanent Recognition on plaque at site of the sponsored sculpture 
 Logo & name recognition on all printed & promotional materials, and Art in Public Spaces 

Webpage on City of Birmingham website. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization (if applicable): ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________State: __________________Zip: _____________ 

Email: ________________________________________________Phone Number: ________________ 
 

Please Return this form & make checks payable to: 
Cultural Council of Birmingham Bloomfield, 929 South Eaton Street, Birmingham, Michigan 48009 

 
 

 
Please call 248-822-4030 to make credit card donations or for more information regarding opportunities to support 
other public art programs in Birmingham through the Cultural Arts Council Birmingham Bloomfield. The Cultural 
Council Birmingham Bloomfield is a 510 (c) (3) non-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Planning Division 

DATE: April 21st, 2021 

TO: Public Arts Board Members 

FROM: Brooks Cowan, City Planner 

APPROVED:             Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Arts & Crafts Packages 

The Public Arts Board has previously wanted to participate in the Birmingham Farmers Market 
and promote art with various arts and crafts activities. Covid-19 restrictions have prevented the 
board from doing so because the Farmers Market now operates in a drive-thru manner. The Public 
Arts Board has suggested creating arts and crafts packages to hand out at the Farmers Market. 

On March 17th, 2020, the Public Arts Board indicated they would send crafts ideas to staff and 
these would be discussed at the April meeting. Below is a table of suggestions with some links to 
their page for more information. The following page also has some cropped images of examples. 

Staff contacted BZ Kids about coloring books. They charge an art fee of $30-$50 per page for 
converting photos into coloring book styles. There is no additional fee to do stock pages of 
animals. After the images are set, below are bundle prices: 

 100 units $1.69 a unit
 300 units $1.59 a unit
 500 units $1.49 a unit
 1,000 units $1.39 a unit

Arts & Crafts 

Hand Shaped Flowers https://www.pinterest.com/pin/easy-hand-shaped-flower-craft--68742839819/

Coffee Filter Butteflies https://www.pinterest.com/pin/coffee-filter-butterflies--70437484564111/

Beaded Pipe Cleaner Flowers https://www.pinterest.com/pin/11259067806565028/

Stick Flower Pots https://typicallysimple.com/craft-stick-flower-pots/ 

Home Made Bird Feeders 

Butterfly Handprints 

Coloring Books  https://www.bzkids.net/products-1.html 

Have coloring pages turned in for contest to be displayed at Farmers Market 

Painting Pots & Give flower seed Terra Cotta or Plastic? 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/easy-hand-shaped-flower-craft--68742839819/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/coffee-filter-butterflies--70437484564111/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/11259067806565028/
https://typicallysimple.com/craft-stick-flower-pots/
https://www.bzkids.net/products-1.html
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