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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hunter House is a simple Greek Revival residence, one-and
a-half stories high, and measur 20" Dy Te —Greek
Revival features include cornice, cornlce return, and lintels,
The house has frame construction and clapboard siding. An
unusual feature is the plank construction found behind the
siding. The house was originally located at 168 South Woodward
(then known as the Saginaw Trail The original site is now

in the center of Birmingham's commercial district,

In keeping with the needs of its many owners the house has been
altered several times and moved twice, By.l872 a wing had been
added to the building, In 1893 the house was moved to Fremont
Street (264 West Brown Street)., The wing was not moved with
the rest of the house, Changes have been made in the size and
use of rooms as well as in plumbing and heating systems.,_ No
evidence of the early heating system has been found, Areund
1920 a porch was added to the back, When the house was moved
1nw1970; the porch was left behind, Restoration of the house
is now underway, Attempts at authentication include the use

of a fieldstone facade to resemble the original foundation.

The wing (14 by 17 feet) will be reconstructed on the west side
of the house,

The Hunter House has been moved twice but both times within a
half mile radius of its original site, Birmingham and environs
are now almost entlrely residential suburbs of Detroit. The
house's new site in a wooded park along a branch of the Rouge
River is suggestive of its original setting,
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . -
John W, Hunter arrived in Michigan Territory, March 10, 1818,

from New York State, He settled in Bloomfield Township, Oak-
land County, in what is now the city of Birmingham and was
soon joined by his wife, parents, and daughters, He is
regarded as one of the first three or four settlers of the
township, i b * |

Hunter was the original purchaser of the land upon which he
built the Hunter House making a purchase September 5, 1821,
and possibly one as early as December 2, 1818. First Hunter
built a log house, and according to the county history
published in 1877: .“"George Taylor, a carpenter, and without
a doubt the first of his trade in the township, came in the
spring of [1822,.,.He stopped at the Hunter settlement, and
worked on the frame house which John W, Hunter erected in
that year. This was the first frame house built in Bloom-
field, and is the same which is now occupied by~Ira-Toms,"

‘By the late 1820s Hunter had established himself as a manu-
facturer of farm implements and constructed a furnace in
Detroit on land leased from Lewis Cass and also built a
foundry near his home in Bloomfield Township, He served as
township highway commissioner, and as a militia captain,

John Hunter died in 1880 in Oakland County, three years after
the county history was published, Long before, he had sold
the house to his son-in-law, who in turn had sold it to Ira
Toms, Toms was the owner in 1877, By 1893 Henry Randall owngd
the house and had it moved to Fremont Street (now Brown Street)
possibly because of the commercial value of its original site,

The house served as a private residence to a series of indi-
viduals until it was purchased by the city of Birmingham in
1970, That same year it was moved to a new historical park
on West Maple, e '

The history of the house has been exhaustively researched by
members of the city historical society, and the recent move
has meant an opportunity for painstaking study of the struc-
ture itself, Local interest in history centers around the
Hunter House, which is not only the oldest house in town but

(cont'd)



R BIBLIDGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

S

nwi%d

Clohset, Virginia C,
Unpublished report.

Durant, Samuel W, (ed.),

"The John W,
Birmingham Historical Society,

Copy on file at the Michigan Historical Commission.

History of Oakland County,

A Report."
1970,

Hunter House:

Michigan

Philadelphia: L, H,.

Everts & Co,,

1877,

_GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LAF»“

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o (A » (] ’ » ,)O o 2 ’ »
= T 2 £ oo b P Gl L30T RGDRATETE | 59
SE -] . " o ’ »
sw Q ' » -] » »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: OnNe acre /""‘"":;--.\
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR c;duN"r\" ‘oounoAmzx
STATE: CODE | COUNTY i)z D <t coDE
1.5 U7 3
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: fog/ 9 A A CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: i el CODE
STATE: - CODE | COUNTY: g CODE
Sl PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

CITY OR TOWN:

Lansing

Catherine Ellis, Assistant Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Michigan Historical Commission June 23, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
3405 North Logan
CODE

{12, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

890-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National |7 State [ Local 7]

N‘MWK %&:‘"

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law.

Deputy Director and SLO
Title Dept. of Natural Resources

by Domir Dot
AZtt%a;

Date 7/26/71

A8

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

//Z(/LU/?L /[ ﬁﬂMﬂ/f/(/u

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prese)

RN 18 1972

Date

ATTEST: -

7

33

SNOILONWYWILSNI



“Form 10-300a

o 1889) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
it 4 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Michigan
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |[COUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Oakland
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTR‘V nomeer 1 oare
(Number all entries) MN 10 9L

8., Sipnificance (cont'd)

closely associated with one of the earliest settlers of the
region,

The Hunter House is one of the oldest buildings in Midigan.
It is a simple Greek Revival residence built for a man of
considerable prominence in the early history of Oakland County.
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The front of the house is shown; the house faces south,
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