
 
 

151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-530-1800 

PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2022 

6:30 PM 
  

 
MEETING AGENDA 

*** Board members who are not able to attend this meeting are encouraged to 
notify the staff 

representative in advance for consideration of a quorum. *** 
 

A. Roll Call 
B. Approval of Minutes – July 19, 2023 
C. Unfinished Business 
D. New Business 

1. James Kaye Sculpture Donation 
E. Communications 
F. Public Comments  
G. Adjournment 

Upcoming PAB Meeting: December 20, 2023 
  
NOTE:  Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting 
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) 
at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.  
 
Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algun tipo de ayuda para la participacion en esta sesion publica deben 
ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el numero (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 
(para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunion para solicitar ayuda a la 
movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. 



 

Public Arts Board Minutes - DRAFT 
 

Public Meeting – July 19th, 2023 
 
A. Roll Call: 

 
Members Present:  Anne Ritchie, Annie VanGelderen, Andi Harris, Barbara 

Heller, Monica Neville, Pam Graham 
 

Members Absent: Jason Eddleston, Andrew McMahon (Student Rep), Luca 
Desanto (Student Rep) 

 
 

Administration:   Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner  
      

 
B. Approval of Minutes – April 19, 2023 
 

Motion to approve made by Monica Neville, seconded by Anne Ritchie 
 
Yeas: 6  Nays: 0 
 
The motion carried. 

 
C.  Unfinished Business 
 

1. There were no unfinished business agenda items.  
 
D.  New Business 

1. The Public Arts Board discussed a sculpture donation from Martin Van Almen. The artist 
proposed donating a sculpture in a silhuette of a golfer completing a swing. The sculpture 
would consist of a metal patina molded into shape. The proposed location was for Lincoln 
Hills Golf Course and was meant to honor the City staff who worked the golf course and 
kept it open during Covid, allowing people to meet and socialize while playing an outdoor 
sport. A final location at Lincoln Hills would be determined once construction was 
completed there.  
Members of the Board were amenable to the proposed sculpture. They asked that an artist 
bio and previous work be provided for the Parks and Rec and City Commission meeting. 
The Board also recommended that the artist come up with a fun name for the sculpture. 
Barbara Heller moved to recommend that the City accept the sculpture donation proposed 
by Martin Van Almen for Lincoln Hills, Monica Neville seconded. 
Yays: 6  Nays: 0 
The motion was approved  

2. The Public Arts Board reviewed a Wall Art application for the Daxton Hotel. Artist James 
Kaye applied to install artwork on the north side of the Daxton Hotel spanning the entire 



 

length of the building facing the alley. Artist James Kaye discussed the design and 
elements of the propsal. Staff commented that the Design Review Board will make the 
final approval given the location on private property. 
Members of the Board were in favor of the proposal and thanked the artist for their 
contribution. Monica Neville moved to recommend that the proposed wall art for the 
Daxton Hotel be approved by the Design Review Board, Anne Ritchie seconded. 
Yays: 6  Nays: 0 
The motion was approved  

 
E.  Communications 
 

1. Staff discussed the upcoming chalk artist event at Day on the Town and discussed 
maintenance for existing sculptures  
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm 



 
MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 
 
DATE:  November 9, 2023 
 
TO:  Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM: Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT:      Sculpture Donation – James Artist  
 
 
Local artist James Kaye has applied to donate a sculpture to the City of Birmingham. Kaye is the 
artists who recently installed a piece on the exterior of the Daxton Hotel facing the Daxton alley. 
 
The sculpture consists of stainless steel tubing that bends and curves into form. The sculpture 
will be approximately 20’ in height and approximately 7’ x 7’ in length and width. The artist has 
indicated that a concrete base pad approximately 8’ x 8’ and 6” deep will be necessary for 
anchoring the sculpture.   
 
In coordinating with staff, the artists has identified a priority location on W. Maple in a clearning 
with a bench and bus stop that overlooks the Rouge River. The location is just west of the historic 
museum, across from Martha Baldwin Park.  
 
 































 
MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 
 
DATE:   November 9, 2023 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Communications 
 
 

1. Day on the Town occurred July 29th, 2023 with two chalk artists. 
2. The sculpture “Khyber” was installed in Fairway Park and received a new coat of black 

paint. 
3. “X-Man Man Ray” received a new coat of paint. 
4. Marshall Frederick’s “Freedom of the Human Spirit” in Shain Park was cleaned and 

waxed in August. 
5. “The Counselor” has been taken down for servicing by DPS. The peeling paint will be 

chipped off and new primer and paint will be applied. 
6. An unveiling ceremony was held for “Shooting Star” on October 12th, 2023 and was 

followed by a downtown artwalk hosted by the BSD which had approximately 20 
participating stores. 
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