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SAND DUNES WSA - NOTES: Provided by Sweetwater County staff.  Sources include: state and federal 

documents, comments from WSA knowledgeable managers/individuals, on line information, staff experience and 

other sources.  

Key Features:  

The Sand Dunes WSA encompasses 27,109 acres, including 600 acres of split estate land, 640 acres of state 

land and 160 acres of private land.  The WSA is entirely within the BLM Rock Springs Field Office.  

This WSA comprises a large part of the Killpecker Sand Dunes which include barren dunes with superb draws 

and valleys containing wet meadows with desert plant communities.  Boar’s Tusk is a prominent landmark 

just outside the southern edge of this WSA. 

Ecologically, the most unique feature of the Sand Dunes is the eolian ice-cells that feed pools at the base of 

many large dunes.  These are formed as snow and ice accumulate on the leeward side of the dunes and then 

are covered by blowing sand.  These pools, or ponds, range in depth from six inches to eight feet deep, some 

being crystal clear and almost void of life.  Others are muddy, and alive with tadpoles, salamanders, insects, 

waterfowl and various grasses and aquatic vegetation.   

These sand dunes help support the only desert elk herd in Wyoming. 

From a cultural perspective, the Sand Dunes WSA lies a short distance from the Finley and Eden-Farson Ar-

chaeology sites where a distinctive projectile point gives evidence of one man’s earliest inhabited sites in 

North America. 

Access:  

The Sand Dunes WSA is accessible off of Sweetwater County Road 4-17 (Chilton Road ) via a BLM road that 

goes to Boars Tusk or BLM Road 4115 that runs north from Co. Rd. into the sand dunes. The Boars Tusk ac-

cess is located approximately 20 miles north of Rock Springs via U.S. Highway 191, County Road 4-17 and a 

BLM two track.  Generally, the access to this WSA is considered good except in wet weather.  

1991 BLM Recommendation:  

In 1991, the BLM recommended releasing 5,805 acres from wilderness consideration leaving 21,304 acres for 

potential wilderness designation.  The released acreage was located in the northern end of the study area.  

The recommendation to release this acreage was based  primarily on the high oil and gas potential of the ar-

ea.  ORV intrusions and manageability  also factored into the recommended release of this northern portion.   

The 1991 oil and gas and ORV road information should be rechecked to ensure its relevancy  and validity.  

Other Notes:  

Because of its accessibility to Rock Springs, the outstanding naturalness  of the dunes, the unique dune 

ponds,  the habitat and cover for big game, its location to Boar’s Tusk and the famous archaeological sites in 

the vicinity of the Sand Dunes WSA, the residents of Sweetwater County may support designating the entire 

27,109 acres of the Sand Dunes WSA as wilderness.  

The 27,109 acre Sand Dunes WSA abuts the 10,300 acre Buffalo Hump WSA.  With the exception of the aban-

doned U.S. Steel RR Line, these two WSAs could be combined to make a substantial Wilderness Unit.  


